s I A

Transcendentalism oOnline Lesson

e

Transcendental - being beyond oroliwal%t:) oY

‘ //

=

A / > ,
o .

)

Pi E‘E

J

! ”
7

common experience, thought, or belief.
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Awmerican Transcendentalism (1836-1860) is...

* An early 19™ Century American mesoplf\g —~
not a Litemrg per‘éod.

*Associated primarily with Ralph waldo Bmerson, §
centered tn the Bostow aren.

*Significant interest ln new forms of education § sockety,
including utopian communities (6.9, Brook Farm). .
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RALPH WALDO EMERSON
(1803-1882)

To be yourself in a world

that is constantly trying to
make you something else

is the greatest accomplishment.

InspirationSoost.co
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z Transcenodentalism,,.

rejects the ioea that knowledge can be fully derived

from experience and observation; truth resides in the
splritual world and within ourselves; therefore, se
reliance ana tndividuality are critical.

Transcendentalism’s Chief
Characteristics

praises individual worth over society
contempt for attachment to social customs and habits
> believe in living in harmony with nature
» great dignity in manual labor
- relationship with God should be personal
revolutionary thoughts and ideas

rejection of customs, especially traditional european
ones
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¢V Beliefthat people are lnnately good.
. / AlL Life (people, animals, ete.) are connected and share
same souL there is aw essethaL unity of all creation.

-~ wature thus has deep religlous meaning.
If man was left to his natwral state - wot mﬂuemedw
soctety - he would naturally be moral. /£ @ man does
, ' keep pace with his
Soclet 'POLLM.tCS maw, A:onipamons perhaps it
is because he hears a
different drummer.
Let him step to the
ity _ music which he hears,
TRANDSCENDENTRALISM A\ however measured
MealHi BB ‘”.' or far away.
. ‘l;n.luly 12, 1817-1862\
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Transcendentalism never spreasl wore than 50 miles from
/Bos’cow; however, it is satd to be the insplration for the

following:
. WaLt whitman § Robert Frost
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“Two roads &.vurae_&
i & wood amd L—
L Aook- the ome
Lo Frravelle A %
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THE ONLY PERSON

Topies Commonly found in Transcendental Thought:
Nowconformity
s Self-reliance
DESTINED Free Thought
TO BECOME Confloence

IS THE PERSON YOU “M'P ortance 0-‘1‘ Nature
DECIDE

TO BE

~ RALPH WALDO EMERSON ~

- compared to what
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LIVE IN THE SUNSHINE,
SWIM THE SEA,

DRINK THE WILD AIR

W Ualle Enensan




AT S V4
ﬁ\ .e N y 4

'k’,‘/ Ralph waldlo Emerson: Fouwodler Df Transcendental T‘lflotzc@lfl’c4
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, There s a e in every mans odocation wheas he arrives

' at the conviction that envy is sgnocance; that mitxtion o wicide

i, chat be must cake himad? for berter for woese ax his portion;

g | that though the wise unmverse is full of good, no kol of nourishing
3 corm can come 1o him bat drough his woil bestowed on thar plos

of ground which is gven co him w all. The power which resides

in him & new in nature, and sonc but be kaows what thas is which

he can do., oor doex he know uatil he has ersed,
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Blography
* Born in 1803 Ln Boston, MA
* Occupations: Unitarian minister, public lecturer, essa gist
* 1R36: writes Nature
* - That same Year, starts meeting with the Transcendental
Club: Margaret Fuller, Hewry David Thoreaw,
§ Bronson Alcott
* Continued traveling and writing until his death in 1882.




* Master stylist - focused on clarity and riythm within his prose.
*. Focused on the following: uwﬁtg within nature, the bmportance
of the individual, and the need to live in the present.
* Felt that society viewed nonconformity as a threat, and that
society promoted uniformity and blind obedience.
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Ralph Waldo Emerson




Hewry Davio Thoreau
Best known for walden, a reflection upon simple Living in natural

Surroundings, and his essay Civil Disobedience, an argument for
individual resistance to the govermment in moral opposition to an
unjust state.

WALDEN;

“YT WENT TO THE WOODS BECAUSc e R 00
I WISHED TO LIVE DELIBERATELY,
TO FRONT ONLY THE ESSENTIAL - : -
.FACTS OF LIFE. o P
AND SEE IF I CO “3rL %
No?' LEARN WHAT IT HAD TO TEACH A"_* 4
AND NOT, WHEN I H(}:\%M!;:‘OTTOL?JE,D ,’;~_~_: --
T e ™
DISCOVER THAT I D EAD -
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CIVIL
DISOBEDIENCE
HENRY DAVID

THOREAU
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Built a cabin on
property owned by
Emerson & moved in
onJuly 4th, 1845,

~ Lived economically &
comfortably for two
years & two months.

Experiment in self-
reliance, but not a
flight from society.

[ wWént to the woods because I wished to
ive deliberately, to front only the esséntial
facts of life, and see if I could not learn
what it had to teach, and not, when I came

to die, discover that I had not hived....




In 1854, Thoreau
published Walden, or Life
in the Woods. The book
compressed the time into
a single calendar year,
using the passage of four
seasons to symbolize
human development.

Walden initially won few
admirers, but today it is
regarded as a classic that
explores natural
simplicity, harmony, and
beauty as models for just
social and cultural
conditions.




In 1846, during a day trip to
town, Thoreau was arrested for
refusing to pay poll taxes (fees to
vote) in protest against the
Mexican American War.

He spent one night in jail, but to
Thoreau his imprisonment was
an act of conscience not
lawlessness.

His description of being
imprisoned underlies the central
theme in his most famous essay
“Civil Disobedience” published in
1849.

Civil Disobedience refers to
honviolent protest against laws
he considered unjust — civil as
distinct from military protest.

Under
a government
which imprisons
any unjustly,

the true place for

a just man
IS in prison

- Henry David Thoreau




Civil Disobedience: refusal to obey civil laws in an effort to induce
change in governmental policy or legislation, characterized by the use of
passive resistance or other nonviolent means.

Anyone in a free
society where the
laws are unjust

has an obligation
to break the law

1T haorean




* Both Gandhi (leader of India’s struggle against Great Britain) &
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. urged protestors who wanted change to use
non-violent protest to express themselves.

* Both were heavily influenced by Thoreau.

“One has a moral g
responsibility to e )

Civil disobediance |

becomes a sacred dl SOb ey

‘7 duty when the state

becomes lawless unJ USt
29
and corrupt 1 aAWs.

L N

Martin Luther King Jr.




