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TRANSPORTING HORSES IN THE EU
From 1 January 2021 Transporter Authorisations 
and Vehicle Approval Certifi cates issued in the UK 
will not be recognised by the EU. You may not be 
able to apply for these from an EU member state 
before 1 January 2021.

From 1 January 2021 Driver and Attendant 
Certifi cates of Competence issued in the UK will 
not be recognised by the EU. You may apply for this 
from an EU member state before 1 January 2021.

Horses will only be able to enter the EU via 
a Border Control Post in the EU designated for the 
specifi c consignment.

Transporters should contact EU BCPs to check 
notice periods.
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DRIVING LICENCES AND INTERNATIONAL DRIVING PERMITS 
(IDP) IN THE EU
It will not be su�  cient just to carry your UK driving licence. Drivers will also need an 
international driving permit (IDP) to drive in some EU and European Economic Area 
(EEA) countries. You do not need an IDP to drive in Ireland .
Search GOV.UK “International road haulage: driver documents”
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GET THE RIGHT OPERATOR LICENCE FOR THE EU

You need a goods vehicle operator’s licence if your business uses goods vehicles above 
a certain weight. Check the licences and other permits you need. 

Search GOV.UK for “International road haulage: operator licences and permits”
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DRIVER CPC FOR LORRY DRIVERS FOR THE EU

UK Drivers need a Driver Certifi cate of Professional Competence (CPC) qualifi cation 
to drive a lorry professionally in the UK and other EU and EEA countries.

You do not need a Driver CPC if you’re driving a vehicle under 3.5 tonnes, 
or are only carrying your own goods.
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GET THE RIGHT PERMITS FOR THE EU

You will need the correct International authorisations and permits for road haulage 
and vehicle documents for international road haulage.

Check the licences, permits and authorisations you need.
Search GOV.UK for “International road haulage: operator licences and permits: 
and “International road haulage: vehicle documents”.
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UK VEHICLES AND TRAILERS IN THE EU
You must register commercial trailers over 750kg and all trailers over 3,500kg 
before you can drive through some countries in Europe. 

Search GOV.UK for “Register your trailer to take it abroad”.

Check your vehicle insurance documents and a Green Card.


