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October 6, 1998

His Excellency Kofi A. Annan
Secretary-General
United Nations
Room 3800, United Nations Headquarters
New York, NY 10017

Dear Mr. Secretary-General,
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE
OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

to your ̂ ^
week. Your topic — 'Regardless of Frontiers:' Article 19 in a World of Sovereign States — is certainly
most appropriate in this 50th anniversary year of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

We anticipate a packed house at the Madison Hotel, and I know that you will be pleased with the
reception you find there.

Enclosed please find a list of those individuals who have 'Indurated they will be with us for the luncheon
and lecture. Responses continue to come in, so the list could change somewhat. To give you an idea of
the schedule for this event, here is a general outline:

We have invited guests for 12:30 p.m., to leave time for settling down and for a glass of wine. We can
begin the program at 1 p.m. or once you've had a chance to enjoy your lunch and become comfortable.

Jim Ottaway, Jr., our chairman, will introduce you briefly and will acknowledge the presence of at least
four press freedom heroes ~ Doan Viet Hoat of Vietnam; Christine Anyanwu of Nigeria; Kenneth Best
of Liberia and Gambia; and Yndimiro Restano of Cuba.

Following your address, .if you are willing, _we w|ll entertain ̂ Jguesy_pns_fi;pJ]yhe_audience. And at some
time during the program, if you agree, it would be wonderful if you would give your end^ement to the
Char foraFreePress, whi^hjvejike to_call_an impement for putting Article 19 intojpractice.

We would also appreciate the opportunity to make photographs with Jim and other key people present,
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and this time can be kept brief. If you have any questions or suggestions, I hope you will feel free to be
inlouch with us. We want this to be a rewarding experience for all involved, and we welcome your
thoughts.

Once again, we thank you for accepting our invitation to deliver this important address. I know it will
reach key policymakers in not only Washington, but around the world, and we deeply appreciate the
opportunity to host this event.

Sincerely,

Marilyn J. Greene
Executive Director
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WPFC, 11690-C Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston, VA 20191 USA
Tel: (703) 715-9811 FAX: (703) 620-6790 e-mail: freepress@wpfc.org
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About the Charter...

This Charter for a Free Press represents provi-
sions approved by journalists from 34 countries at
the Voices of Freedom world conference on
censorship problems in London, Jan. 16-18,1987.

The conference was held by the World Press
Freedom Committee, with the cooperation of the
World Association of Newspapers, International
Press Institute, Inter American Press Association,
North American National Broadcasters Association
and the International Federation of the Periodical
Press.

The provisions embody a wide consensus on
principles necessary to ensure free, independent
news media. The Charter has been cited approv-
ingly at OSCE and other meetings, formally en-
dorsed by both the U.N. Secretary-General and
UNESCO's Director-General and supported by a
number of journalistic organizations around the
world.

We hope the Charter will be useful wherever
principles for freedom and a free press are needed.

Charter
fora

Free
Press

World Press Freedom Committee
11690-C Sunrise Valley Drive

Reston,VA 20191 USA
Ph: (703) 715-9811
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Charter for a Free Press

A free press means a free people. To this
end, the following principles, basic to an
unfettered flow of news and information
both within and across national borders,
deserve the support of all those pledged to
advance and protect democratic institu-
tions.

1. Censorship, direct or indirect, is unac-
ceptable; thus laws and practices restrict-
ing the right of the news media freely to
gather and distribute information must be
abolished, and government authorities,
national or local, must not interfere with
the content of print or broadcast news, or
restrict access to any news source.

2. Independent news media, both print
and broadcast, must be allowed to emerge
and operate freely in all countries.

3. There must be no discrimination by
governments in their treatment, economic
or otherwise, of the news media within a
country. In those countries where govern-
ment media also exist, the independent
media must have the same free access as
the official media have to all material and
facilities necessary to their publishing or
broadcasting operations.

4. States must not restrict access to news-
print, printing facilities and distribution
systems, operation of news agencies, and
availability of broadcast frequencies and
facilities.

5. Legal, technical and tariff practices by
communications authorities which inhibit
the distribution of news and restrict the
flow of information are condemned.

6. Government media must enjoy editorial
independence and be open to a diversity of
viewpoints. This should be affirmed in
both law and practice.

7. There should be unrestricted access by
the print and broadcast media within a
country to outside news and information
services, and the public should enjoy
similar freedom to receive foreign publica-
tions and foreign broadcasts without
interference.

8. National frontiers must be open to
foreign journalists. Quotas must not apply,
and applications for visas, press creden-
tials and other documentation requisite for
their work should be approved promptly.
Foreign journalists should be allowed to
travel freely within a country and have
access to both official and unofficial news
sources, and be allowed to import and
export freely all necessary professional
materials and equipment.

9. Restrictions on the free entry to the
field of journalism or over its practice,
through licensing or other certification
procedures, must be eliminated.

10. Journalists, like all citizens, must be
secure in their persons and be given full
protection of law. Journalists working in
war zones are recognized as civilians
enjoying all rights and immunities ac-
corded to other civilians.




