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Session Rules of Etiquette

• Please silence your electronic devices.

• Please complete the session evaluation using the AACRAO 

mobile app or the paper form in your registration packet, drop 

boxes are available throughout the convention center.

• If you must leave the session early, please do so as discreetly 

as possible

• Please avoid side conversation during the session

Thank you for your cooperation!



UNITED STATES



High school diploma -

Vocational/Technical preparation

• Designed to prepare students for post-graduation 
employment -- not for higher education

• Grant access to "open door" institutions and to 
technical higher education programs in the same 
field of specialization



High school benchmark credential

• A diploma representing completion of minimum
requirements for graduation.  

• Grants access to "open door" institutions in the 
United States, most frequently community and junior 
colleges. 



College preparatory high school 

program

• Content of the material is designed to prepare 
students for higher education.

• Expectations are higher for student performance. 



Advanced college preparatory 

preparation in high school

• Completion of rigorous high school programs 
designed to prepare students for admission to 
selective institutions.

• May include advanced standing credit



Advanced Standing Credit

• AP and IB Courses

• Dual-Enrollment Programs

• 12-Year Period is Flexible



Countries Now Patterned After U.S. 

(6+6) System:

Bahrain, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Israel, Japan, 
Jordan, Korea, Kuwait, Liberia, Libya, Mexico, Oman, 
Panama, Philippines*, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sierra 
Leone, South Korea, Swaziland, Syria, Taiwan, 
Thailand, UAE, Vietnam and Yemen

*The Philippines Department of Education, Sport and Culture in 2013 

announced the end of the Grade 10 (6 + 4) system and implemented a new 

K to 12 system.



CHINA



China’s Educational System

• 1985 “Compulsory Education Law” 6-3-3 system

• Primary 6 yrs

• Lower Middle School 3 yrs

• Upper Middle School 3 yrs

• Completion of Huikao (Joint Graduation Examination, 会
考) – Upper Middle School Graduation Certificate

• Gaokao (高考, "Higher Education Exam“)



Senior Middle School Curriculum

Three streams:

• General academic (3 years)

• Professional Secondary - imparts medium-level 
technical skills (3 years)

• Vocational and technical – trains graduates for jobs 
that require basic production and operation skills (2-
4 years)



Graduation Requirements 

• Minimum of 144 credits - maximum of 180

• At least 116 compulsory subject credits 

• 22 credits in the national elective curriculum, which 
will vary according to the student’s major. 

• Minimum of 6 credits in elective credits outside the 
major field of study.



Required Documentation for Chinese 

Secondary Credentials
• Academic transcript issued by the institution.

• Photocopy of the graduation certificate issued in 

Chinese by the institution (seals: school, principal, and 

local or provincial education department).*

• Verification report for high school joint examination 

results, depending on province (students are exempt in 

Guangdong, Hunan, Hubei, Shanxi, Shaanxi (key high 

schools) and Shanghai municipality, so results should be 

verified by the school).

*English translation



Academic transcript & 

graduation certificate



English 

translation 

of the 

photocopy 

of the 

graduation 

certificate



GERMANY



• Preschool Education (voluntary)

• Elementary Education - Grundschule

• Compulsory 

• Ages 6 through 9

• Grades 1 – 4 

Overview of Pre–K – Upper Secondary

• Secondary Education breaks down into 2 levels:

• Lower secondary level [Sekundarstufe I]

• Upper secondary level [Sekundarstufe II]



Three-Tiered System

• Gymnasium

• Realschule

• Hauptschule

• Gesamtschule

Academic education

Mix of technical & academic education

Technical education

Comprehensive school offering 

technical, academic, and 

technical/academic education within 

one school setting



GYMNASIUM
• Objective: 

• # of years:

• Subjects:

• Credential:

• Access:

Academic secondary, University 
preparatory

Lower and upper secondary; Grades 5 to 
12 or 5 to 13 - After grade 10 : Gymnasiale
Oberstufe, i.e. upper Gymnasium level.

German, 2+ foreign languages, 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, 
geography, history, politics, music, art, 
physical education and religious education 

Allgemeine Hochschulreife / Abitur

Tertiary education



Dates States Converted from 12- to 13-Year System

Completed

2012, 2012, 2008, 2007, 

Previously in effect 1949-

2000 in East Berlin

• 1949

• 2009

• 2010

• 2011

• 2012

• 2013

• 2016

State(s)

Berlin, Brandenburg, 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, 
Saxony Anhalt, respectively

• Thuringia, Saxony

• Saarland

• Hamburg

• Bavaria, Lower Saxony

• Baden-Württemburg, Bremen

• Hesse, North Rhine-
Westphalia

• Rhineland-Palatinate, 
Schleswig-Holstein



Sample 2
(12-year system)

Zeugnis der

Allgemeinen

Hochshulreife

(Gymnasium)



Sample 2
(12-year system)

Zeugnis der

Allgemeinen

Hochshulreife

(Gymnasium)



• Objective: Combines the 3 school types into a 

comprehensive school

• Grades: 5 – 12 or 5 – 13 

• Credential: Allgemeine Hochschulreife / Abitur

• Access: Tertiary Education

GESAMTSCHULE



FRANCE



Countries Influenced By French  (5 + 7) System

*These countries are overseas départements (territories) of France. Schools, educational 
systems and examinations are the responsibility of the French Minister of Education. All 
external examinations are administered by the Ministère de l’ Éducation Nationale, de la 
Recherche et de la Technologie. 



• Compulsory primary/elementary school = 5 years

• Lower Secondary school (collège) = 4 years

• Upper Secondary school (lycée) = 3 years

• Diplôme du Baccalauréat Général/Baccalauréat de 
l’Enseignement de Second Degré 

▪ 3 streams

• Science (S)

• Literary (L)

• Economic and Social (ES)

Basic Outline of French System



• Industrial (STI)

• Laboratory Sciences (STL)

• Health and Social Science (STSS)

• Management (STG)

• Agronomy (STAV)

• Hotel Management (Hotellerie)

• Music and Dance Techniques (TMD)

Baccalauréat Technologique: 8 

Streams



Baccalauréat Professionnel - 3-year program 

Baccalauréat Professionnel: 

geared to labor market











LATIN-AMERICA



Latin-American Secondary Level 

Educational Systems

• Influences:  Francophone, Anglophone, Hispanophone, 

Lusophone, Dutch-patterned and US-patterned;  

• 11-, 12- and 13-Year Patterns;

• Some 45 countries and territories/commonwealth states/ 

islands; all are referred to herein as “countries.”
• Focus on Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 

Cuba, El Salvador, Haiti, Mexico, Peru, Puerto Rico, and 

Venezuela.  



11, 12, or 13-Year Patterns

• The full primary-secondary sequence usually runs 11 to 
12 years;

• Credential nomenclature varies among countries and 
sometimes within countries;

• Mexico and Peru do not offer official national diplomas 
although some schools may offer unofficial certificates / 
diplomas. 



Countries with 11-Year Elementary-

Secondary Pattern

• Brazil

• Colombia
• Costa Rica
• El Salvador
• Guatemala
• Honduras
• Peru
• Venezuela



Countries with 12-Year Elementary-

Secondary Pattern

• Argentina

• Bolivia
• Chile
• Cuba
• Dominican 

Republic
• Ecuador

• Haiti

• Mexico

• Nicaragua

• Panama

• Paraguay

• Puerto Rico

• Uruguay



Brazil

Certificado de Conclusão or Diploma do Ensino Médio 
(Certificate of Completion or Diploma of Secondary 
Education), grades 9 through 11 or 10 through 12. 



Transcript 
for Ensino 

Médio 



Diploma for título de Técnico em Agropecuária



Chile
❑ Educación Media (Secondary Education): four years beyond eighth 

grade, two 2-year cycles:

• 1. Common-core curriculum

• 2. Chosen Track

Offered at: colegios (private upper-secondary school)s or liceos (public 
upper-secondary schools).  

Credential: licencia / “license”.
❑ The three second-cycle tracks are:

• 1. Enseñanza Media Humanístico Científica (Arts and Science 
Secondary Education);

• 2. Enseñanza Media Técnico Profesional  (Vocational-Technical 
Secondary Education);

• 3. Enseñanza Artística (Art Education).

Note:  In Chile, the qualification of bachiller (baccalaureate) is tertiary.



Licencia de 
Educación 

Media, 

modalidad 
humanístico

científica



El Salvador

• Educación Media (Secondary Education): two to four 

years beyond educación básica (9 years of compulsory 

basic education). 

• Bachillerato General (General Secondary 

Baccalaureate): two years full-time or three years 

evening study;

• Bachillerato Técnico Vocacional (Vocational-Technical 

Secondary Baccalaureate): three years full-time or four 

years evening study.  After the first year, a student may 

transfer into the Bachillerato General. 



Título de Bachiller General 



Título de Bachiller Técnico Vocacional 

en Salud 



Haiti

• Diplôme d’Études Secondaires, Première Partie (Diploma of 

Secondary Studies, Part I), also known as Baccalauréat I  or

BAC I:  3 years beyond enseignement fondamental (basic 

education / 9th grade);  

• Diplôme d’Études Secondaires, Deuxième Partie (Diploma of 

Secondary Studies, Part II), also known as Baccalauréat II /

BAC II:  1 year beyond BAC I; 

• Nouveau Baccalauréat (New Baccalaureate), also called 

Baccalauréat Unique (Unitary BAC):  4 years beyond 

enseignement fondamental (9th grade);  



Diplôme d’Études Secondaires, Première 
Partie



Diplôme d’Études Secondaires, Deuxième
Partie



Mexico
Basic Education:

• Educación secundaria , also called educación media básica (lower-
secondary education): 3 years of study beyond 6th grade.   NOTE: 
secundaria should be translated and treated as lower-secondary only; 

Academic Upper-Secondary:

• Educación media superior / upper-secondary education is diversified;

• An escuela preparatoria, “prepa”, is a university-preparatory school; 
require 6 terms of study beyond the 9th grade; a student completing 
bachillerato (upper-secondary education) is called a bachiller (graduate of 
upper-secondary education).  NOTE: academic preparatorias attached to 
the UANL still offer 2-year programs;  

• A final transcript, generally called a certificado, indicates successful 
completion of the program.



Bachillerato 
General



Bachillerato

Tecnológico 



Puerto Rico 

US Accreditation:

• Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools.

Terminology:

• Diploma de Escuela Superior means High-School 

Diploma in Puerto Rico.  In any other country, escuela 

superior is tertiary, but in PR, escuela superior is 
literally high school.



Diploma de Escuela Superior



Primary and Secondary Education: 12/13 years in length

• Primary School (educación primaria/educación general básica): grades 
1 – 6

• Secondary School (educación secundaria): grades 7 – 12, consists of 2 
stages:

• Lower secondary education (ciclo básico): 3 years 

• Upper secondary education (ciclo orientado): 3 yrs; credential awarded: 
Bachiller (en) ___ (profile taken) certificate    (OR):

• Upper secondary education-vocational oriented (educación secundaria
modalidad técnico profesional): 4 years; credential awarded: Técnico or 
Técnico (en) (profile taken) certificate, for example: Técnico Químico or 
Técnico en Automotores, Perito Mercantil

Argentina



Argentina: Educational System: Bachiller



Perito Mercantil



Primary and Secondary Education: 11 years in length

• Primary Education (educación básica): 9 years (5+4)

• 1st phase: Basic primary education (educación básica primaria): grades 1 – 5 

• 2nd phase: Basic secondary education (educación básica secundaria), grades 

6 – 9 

• Secondary Education (educación media/secundaria): 2 years: grades 10 and 

11 (décimo and undécimo); students choose between two tracks, academic or 

vocational:

• Credential awarded for academic track: Bachiller/ Bachillerato académico

• Credential awarded for vocational track: Bachiller/ Bachillerato en Tecnología; 

example: Bachiller Técnico or Bachiller Comercial

COLOMBIA





Primary and Secondary Education: 11/12 years in length.

• Basic General Education (educación general básica): 9 years; 3 cycles 

(ciclos).

• 1st and 2nd cycles of primary education (I y II ciclos de la educación primaria): 

3 years each (6 years).

• 1st cycle of middle education (1er ciclo de enseñanza media), 3 years in 

duration; credential awarded: Certificate of Conclusion of General Basic 

Education (Cert. de Conclusión de Educación General Básica).

• Secondary Education (educación diversificada): 2 years: grades 10 and 11 

(décimo and undécimo) for academic/artistic tracks.

• Credential awarded for academic track: Diploma de conclusión de estudios de 

educación diversificada or Título de Bachiller en la Enseñanza/Educacion

Media (11 years).

COSTA RICA





Primary and Secondary Education: 12/13 years in length
• Primary School (educación primaria): divided in two stages: 1st cycle: 

grades 1 – 4 grades and 2nd cycle: 5 and 6 grades

• Middle General Education (educación general media):   Grades 7 – 12, 

consists of 2 stages:

• Basic (lower) secondary education (secundaria básica or ciclo medio): 

grades 7 – 9, 3 years 

• Pre-university education (preuniversitaria or ciclo medio superior): grades 

10 – 12, 3 yrs; credential awarded: Bachiller or Diploma de Graduado de 

Pre-Universitario

CUBA







Primary and Secondary Education: 11 years in length

• Primary School (educación primaria): grades 1 – 6; 6 years in 
length

• Secondary Education (educación secundaria):   Grades 7 – 11; 5 
years 

• Credential awarded: Certificado Oficial de Estudios *** the Official 
Certificate of Study indicates secondary completion in Peru; an 
official graduation certificate/diploma is not issued

NOTE: the Degree of Bachelor (Grado de Bachiller) or  Academic Degree of 

Bachelor (Grado Académico de Bachiller) refers to a university degree

PERU





Primary and Secondary Education: 11/12 years in length

• Basic Education (educación básica): 3 cycles:

• 1st cycle: 3 years (grades 1, 2, 3)

• 2nd cycle: 3 years (grades 4, 5, 6)

• 3rd cycle: 3 years (grades 7, 8, 9); also known as Common Basic 
Cycle (Ciclo Básico Común)

• Diversified Cycle (Ciclo Diversificado): 2 years (grades 10 and 11); 
2 years in length for academic track; credential awarded: Título de 
Bachiller en Ciencias (until 2010) or Título de Educación Media 
General en Ciencias (2011) 

VENEZUELA







UNITED KINGDOM



Countries Influenced By British (6 + 5 + 2) 

System

*Australia, Bahamas, *Bangladesh, *Botswana, *Canada, 

Caribbean, *Ghana, *Hong Kong, *India, *Indonesia, Ireland, 

*Kenya, *Lesotho, *Liberia, *Macau SAR China, *Malawi, 

Malaysia, Malta, Myanmar, *Nepal, New Zealand, *Nigeria, 

*Pakistan, Scotland, Singapore, *South Africa, Sri Lanka, 

*Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, *Zambia, and *Zimbabwe. 

*Have moved to 12-year systems. 



6 + 5 + 2 = 13

• Primary School:  6 years 

• Infant school - 2

• Junior school - 4

• Secondary School: 5 years

• Senior Secondary School: 2 years



General Certificate of Secondary 

Education (GCSE)

• National and external

• Mandatory secondary subjects: English, Math, Science, 

PE, Religious Ed, Citizenship, Sex Education, and 

Computing

• Students self-select examinations











After GCSE: Pre-University (or Further 

Education)

• England, Wales, Northern Ireland: Pre-U is 2-year 

senior secondary program

• After 2 years, General Certificate of Education at  

Advanced Level (GCE A-levels)

• Total years = 13

• Students decide which subjects/number of subjects

• Three A-Levels most common



Advanced Subsidiary Level

• Alternative to A-Level

• Half study load of A-Levels (often taken after 
year 1)

• Lower examination level





Questions?



Thank You!

Chair: Karee Head 

kareer@uidaho.edu 

Co-Presenters: Beth Cotter

beth_cotter@fceatlanta.com 

Jasmin Saidi-Kuehnert

jasmin@acei-global.org 

Please complete the session evaluation using the AACRAO mobile app 
or the paper form provided in your registration packet.


