
WARM UP 
①  Create an individual episode map on American 

imperialism  

②  You are welcome to use the group episode map from 
yesterday that you created…  





ORIGINS OF WORLD 
WAR I 



DO NOW  
①  Complete the MAINA causes of World War I worksheet 

with a partner…  

②  Ensure that you have answered how each of the 
MAINA causes led to the beginning of World War I  

③  If you need to do additional reseach you may use your 
iPad  













Causes of WWI - MANIA 

I.  Militarism 

II.  Alliances 

III.  Nationalism 

IV.   Imperialism 

V.  Assassination  



Cause #1 Militarism 
I.  Militarism: 

A.  Desire for increased military power 

II.  European nations began creating large armies that were 
prepared for war 

A.  These armies competed for better and more deadly military 
technology 

III.  Nations soon became obsessed with building stronger 
armies + navies  

A.  The competition led to a military explosion throughout the world  



Causes #2 Alliances 
I.  Alliance System: 

A.  Political and military agreements where countries 
agree to help one another in cases of conflict  

i.  Friendship agreement between nations 

B.  Alliances were designed to keep peace but 
encouraged Europe to go to war 

C.  Two major alliances:   
i.  Triple Alliance  
ii.  Triple Entente 

D.  The European system of alliances ensured that if one 
nation went to war à they all went to war 





Germany 

Italy 

Great Britain 

France 

Russia 

Austria-Hungary 

Triple Entente: Triple Alliance: 



Cause #3 Imperialism 
I.  Imperialism 

A.  European nations competed for colonies around the 
world  

B.  Often times disputes over colonies almost led to war 
i.  The alliance system ensured that if one goes to war, they 

all go 
C.  Imperialism led to competition and mistrust amongst 

European nations 
D.  Increased imperialism led European nations to hate each 

other eventually leading to war  



Imperialism Prior to World War I  





Cause #4 Nationalism 
I.  Nationalism:  

A.  A pride or devotion to one’s nation 
B.  Nationalism led many Europeans to become 

aggressive to other nations and caused international 
tension 

C.  European nations desired to dominate each other  
D.  Nationalism led European nations to form rivalries 

that eventually lead to World War I 



Cause #5 Assassination 

I.  By 1914 there was a lot of tension, anger and aggression 
on the European continent  

 
II.  It seemed very likely that Europe would soon be at war but 

the nations lacked a spark (a cause)  
 
III.  On June 28, 1914 Archduke Franz Ferdinand was 

assassinated by Gavrilo Princip,  
A.  Ferdinand was the next king in line to the Austria-Hungarian throne 
B.  Princip was Serbian and believed that Bosnia should belong to 

Serbia not to Austria-Hungary 

IV.  The assassination of Ferdinand enraged the Austria and 
led them to declare war  



Archduke Franz Ferdinand and Duchess Sophie at 
Sarajevo, Bosnia, on June 28, 1914 



The Point of No Return 
①  Austria blamed Serbia for Franz Ferdinand’s death and 

declared war on Serbia. 

②  Germany (alliance) pledged their support for Austria -
Hungary. 

③  Russia pledged their support for Serbia (alliances)  
 
 



①  Germany declares war on Russia (alliances)  

 
②  France pledges their support for Russia (alliances)  

③  Germany declares war on France (alliances)  

④  Germany invades Belgium on the way to attack France 
(alliances)  

⑤  Great Britain supports Belgium and declares war on 
Germany (alliances)  



The Two Sides 
①  Triple Alliance 
A.  Germany 
B.  Austria-Hungary 
C.  Italy 
 
①  Central Powers 
A.  Germany  
B.  Austria-Hungary 
C.  Ottoman Empire à 

Turkey  

①  Triple Entente 
A.  England 
B.  France 
C.  Russia 
 
①  Allied Powers 
A.  England 
B.  France 
C.  Russia 
D.  Italy 
E.  Serbia 
F.  Belgium 
G.  Switzerland 



Allied Powers: Central Powers: 

World War I 

Great Britain 

France 

Russia 

Italy 

Germany 

Austria-Hungary 

Ottoman Empire 





I.  By the end of 1914, not only Europe 
was at war, but also all of Europe’s 
colonies in Asia, Africa and South 
America. 

II.  TRULY THE ENTIRE WORLD WAS 
AT WAR  





Do Now  
①  Create a World War I map to be used as a reference:  
 

A.  Label each country on the map from 1914 (full name, no 
abbreviations) 

 
B.  Create a KEY at the bottom and label the three sides of World 

War I (The Central Powers, The Allied Powers & Neutral)  
 
C.  Color each country as either Central, Allied or Neutral so three 

colors for three different  


