Lesson Plan

UNIT : Interwar Period & World War 11
LLESSON TITLE: Inside Hitler’s Head
SUBJECT/GRADE LEVEL: Global Studies

STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

1. Students will be able to Identify and describe the series of events that led to the
evolution of Adolf Hitler as leader of the Nazi Party and Fuhrer of Germany.

2. Students will be able to Articulate how and why Hitler was able to motivate his fellow
fellow citizen into discriminatory actions towards Jews.

MATERIALS: Do-now question, Inside Hitler’s Head Learning Packet, Poster Board, Portrait
of Adolf Hitler, Interwar Period PowerPoint, and Exit Pass

WARM-UP:

1. Do Now :
- Hypothetical — you are a world class Olympic Swimmer and the Olympics are in less
that one year — Identify and describe at least five different things you will do to
guarantee that you are in the best shape ( mind and body) to bring home the gold.

LESSON PLAN:

2. Inside Hitler’s Head Learning Activity
- Working in small groups, students will examine the Inside Hitler’s Heard Learning
Packet and complete the following tasks:
o Complete the attached portrait of Adolf Hitler
o Complete Hitler Timeline
o Complete Short ID Summaries

3. PowerPoint and Class Discussion

4. Exit Pass



BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE LESSON/ACTIVITY:

Begin class with an anticipatory set in order to help them understand that even Olympic
Athletes must be fully dedicated to their achieve their goal and accomplish pre-determined
benchmarks in order to achieve this goal. Following the anticipatory set, utilizing their split
note-taking literacy skills, students will work cooperatively reading and completing the Inside
Hitler’s Mind Learning Packet. Next, still working in small groups, students will complete the
supplied Poster Board and complete Callout and Summary section of the activity. Next,
students and teacher will discuss their answers in a whole-group setting. Utilizing the Interwar
PowerPoint as a learning tool and working in a whole-group setting, the students and | will re-
examine the series of events that led to the evolution of Adolf Hitler. Finally, in an effort to
measure student assessment, the students will an Exit Pass.

Clinical Context: According to Dr. J. Reid Meloy, although psychopaths don't feel emotion in
a normal sense, they do experience boredom, envy, exhilaration, contempt, sadistic pleasure,
anger, and hints of depression. Research suggests that lying, deceiving, and manipulation are
natural talents for psychopaths."

Directions:

e Using split note-taking reading comprehension strategy, read and interpret the five sections of the Inside
Hitler’s Head Learning Packet
e Using the provided Poster Board and the attached picture of Adolf Hitler:
o Complete the Calloutsp
= Each callout should include one adjective that expresses what you believe closely
describes Hitler in respect to each section of the packet
= Each Callout should provide a brief one-sentence summary of each section
= Organize your Poster Board. Yes, presentation counts!!!
e Timeline: using the Poster Board, using the information learned from the Learning Packet, complete a
timeline of Hitler’s rise to power. You may also use your textbook.
e Summarizing each section: provide a brief but concise (one-paragraph) summary of each section of
the Learning Packet — include on Poster Board
e Short Answer ID’s: Each student will provide a brief summary of each of the Vocab. ID’s —see

attached worksheet at end of Learning Packet.

® [EXxit Pass: tying it altogether — using what you learned from this activity, each student will write a one-

page précis, which encapsulates the relationship of each section.



Name: Period:

Inside Hitler’s Head Learning Packet

Vocab. Id’s
Kristallnacht Nazism
Adolf Hitler Lebensraum
Holocaust Treaty of Versailles
Mein Kampf The Beer Hall Putsch

Use Your Split Note-Taking Skills

Kristallnacht

Almost immediately upon assuming the Chancellorship of Germany, Hitler began
promulgating legal actions against Germany's Jews. In 1933, he proclaimed a one-day
boycott against Jewish shops, a law was passed against kosher butchering and Jewish
children began experiencing restrictions in public schools. By 1935, the Nuremberg Laws
deprived Jews of German citizenship. By 1936, Jews were prohibited from participation in
parliamentary elections and signs reading "Jews Not Welcome" appeared in many German
cities. (Incidentally, these signs were taken down in the late summer in preparation for the
1936 Olympic Games in Berlin).

On November 9-10, 1938, the Nazis staged vicious pogroms—state sanctioned, anti-Jewish
riots—against the Jewish community of Germany. These came to be known as Kristallnacht
(now commonly translated as “Night of Broken Glass”), a reference to the untold numbers
of broken windows of synagogues, Jewish-owned stores, community centers, and homes
plundered and destroyed during the pogroms. Encouraged by the Nazi regime, the rioters
burned or destroyed 267 synagogues, vandalized or looted 7,500 Jewish businesses, and
killed at least 91 Jewish people. They also damaged many Jewish cemeteries, hospitals,
schools, and homes as police and fire brigades stood aside. Kristallnacht was a turning point
in history. The pogroms marked an intensification of Nazi anti-Jewish policy that would
culminate in the Holocaust—the systematic, state-sponsored murder of Jews.

Kristallnacht turns out to be a crucial turning point in German policy regarding the Jews and
may be considered as the actual beginning of what is now called the Holocaust.

By now it is clear to Hitler and his top advisors that forced immigration of Jews out of the

Reich is not a feasible option.

Hitler is already considering the invasion of Poland.

Numerous concentration camps and forced labor camps are already in operation.

The Nuremberg Laws are in place.

The doctrine of lebensraum has emerged as a guiding principle of Hitler's ideology.

And,

e The passivity of the German people in the face of the events of Kristallnacht made it
clear that the Nazis would encounter little opposition -- even from the German
churches.

Mein Kampf

In his book, Mein Kampf (my struggle or my battle) Hitler divides humans into categories
based on physical appearance, establishing higher and lower orders, or types of humans. At




the top, according to Hitler, is the Germanic man with his fair skin, blond hair and blue eyes.
Hitler refers to this type of person as an Aryan. He asserts that the Aryan is the supreme
form of human, or master race.

And so it follows in Hitler's thinking, if there is a supreme form of human, then there must
be others less than supreme, the Untermenschen, or racially inferior. Hitler assigns this
position to Jews and the Slavic peoples, notably the Czechs, Poles, and Russians.

In Mein Kampf, Hitler states: "...it [Nazi philosophy] by no means believes in an equality of
races, but along with their difference it recognizes their higher or lesser value and feels itself
obligated to promote the victory of the better and stronger, and demand the subordination of
the inferior and weaker in accordance with the eternal will that dominates this universe."

Hitler then states the Aryan is also culturally superior.

"All the human culture, all the results of art, science, and technology that we see before us
today, are almost exclusively the creative product of the Aryan..."

It is the Jews, Hitler says, who are engaged in a conspiracy to keep this master race from
assuming its rightful position as rulers of the world, by tainting its racial and cultural purity
and even inventing forms of government in which the Aryan comes to believe in equality
and fails to recognize his racial superiority.

"The mightiest counterpart to the Aryan is represented by the Jew."

Hitler describes the struggle for world domination as an ongoing racial, cultural, and
political battle between Aryans and Jews. He outlines his thoughts in detail, accusing the
Jews of conducting an international conspiracy to control world finances, controlling the
press, inventing liberal democracy as well as Marxism, promoting prostitution and vice, and
using culture to spread disharmony.

Throughout Mein Kampf, Hitler refers to Jews as parasites, liars, dirty, crafty, sly, wily,
clever, without any true culture, a sponger, a middleman, a maggot, eternal blood suckers,
repulsive, unscrupulous, monsters, foreign, menace, bloodthirsty, avaricious, the destroyer
of Aryan humanity, and the mortal enemy of Aryan humanity...

"...for the higher he climbs, the more alluring his old goal that was once promised him rises
from the veil of the past, and with feverish avidity his keenest minds see the dream of world
domination tangibly approaching.”

This conspiracy idea and the notion of ‘competition’ for world domination between Jews and
Aryans would become widespread beliefs in Nazi Germany and would even be taught to
school children.

This, combined with Hitler's racial attitude toward the Jews, would be shared to varying
degrees by millions of Germans and people from occupied countries, so that they either
remained silent or actively participated in the Nazi effort to exterminate the entire Jewish
population of Europe.

Mein Kampf also provides an explanation for the military conquests later attempted by
Hitler and the Germans. Hitler states that since the Aryans are the master race, they are
entitled simply by that fact to acquire more land for themselves. This Lebensraum, or living
space, will be acquired by force, Hitler says, and includes the lands to the east of Germany,
namely Russia. That land would be used to cultivate food and to provide room for the
expanding Aryan population at the expense of the Slavic peoples, who were to be removed,
eliminated, or enslaved.




But in order to achieve this, Hitler states, Germany must first defeat its old enemy France, to
avenge the German defeat of World War | and to secure the western border. Hitler bitterly
recalls the end of the First World War, saying the German Army was denied its chance for
victory on the battlefield by political treachery at home. In the second volume of Mein
Kampf he attaches most of the blame to Jewish conspirators in a highly menacing and ever
more threatening tone.

After Hitler became Chancellor of Germany, millions of copies were sold. It was considered
proper to own a copy and to give one to newlyweds, high school graduates, or to celebrate
any similar occasion. But few Germans ever read it cover to cover. Although it made him
rich, Hitler would later express regret that he produced Mein Kampf, considering the extent
of its revelations.

The Beer Hall Putsch:

On November 8th, 1923, Hitler and 2000 Nazis marched through the streets of Munich to
take over a meeting at the Munich Beer Hall. This meeting was being chaired by the three
most important people in Bavarian politics - Hans Seisser, Otto von Lossow and Gustav von
Kahr. Depending on whose account you read, Hitler strode to the front of the meeting and
declared that when convenient von Kahr would be declared regent of Bavaria, the Berlin
government would be tried as traitors, Seisser would be made head of Germany's
police.......but as the time was not convenient. He, Hitler, would take charge of the country.
He stated that on the following day, the Nazis would march on the War Ministry and set up
government there.

On the 9th November, the Nazis started on their march only to be met by armed police.
What happened next varies. When the police fired on the leading marchers, the official Nazi
biography of Hitler published in 1934 stated that he saved the life of the man next to him
who had been shot.

Another unofficial version - by Rudolf Olden - claims that on the first shot Hitler ran away
to a waiting car to be driven to the Bavarian mountains and safety. He would not have
known that 13 Nazis had been shot dead by the police.

Regardless of what happened and what Hitler did, the march was a disaster for the Nazis and
could have easily spelt the end of the Nazi Party. Ironically, the Beer Hall Putsch was to
launch Hitler into national fame. He was arrested for treason and put on trial. This trial was
to make Hitler famous within Germany and may well have saved the Nazi Party from
collapse.

The Rise of the Nazi Party

Adolf Hitler and the Nazis waged a modern whirlwind campaign in 1930 unlike anything
ever seen in Germany. Hitler traveled the country delivering dozens of major speeches,
attending meetings, shaking hands, signing autographs, posing for pictures, and even kissing
babies.

Joseph Goebbels brilliantly organized thousands of meetings, torchlight parades, plastered
posters everywhere and printed millions of special edition Nazi newspapers.

Germany was in the grip of the Great Depression with a population suffering from poverty,
misery, and uncertainty, amid increasing political instability.

For Hitler, the master speech maker, the long awaited opportunity to let loose his talents on
the German people had arrived. He would find in this downtrodden people, an audience very
willing to listen. In his speeches, Hitler offered the Germans what they needed most,
encouragement. He gave them heaps of vague promises while avoiding the details. He used
simple catchphrases, repeated over and over.




A typical campaign scene with Nazi posters on display next to the Center Party,
Communists, Socialists and others. Below: Repeated propaganda marches became a cheap
and effective form of publicity - sometimes leading to violence between rival political
groups. Horst Wessel, pictured at the front, was killed during such a brawl in 1930 and
raised to the status of a martyr by Nazis via the "Horst Wessel" banner anthem.

His campaign appearances were carefully staged events. Audiences were always kept
waiting, deliberately letting the tension increase, only to be broken by solemn processions of
Brownshirts with golden banners, blaring military music, and finally the appearance of
Hitler amid shouts of "Heil!" The effect in a closed in hall with theatrical style lighting and
decorations of swastikas was overwhelming and very catching.

Hitler began each speech in low, hesitating tones, gradually raising the pitch and volume of
his voice then exploding in a climax of frenzied indignation. He combined this with
carefully rehearsed hand gestures for maximum effect. He skillfully played on the emotions
of the audience bringing the level of excitement higher and higher until the people wound up
a wide-eyed, screaming, frenzied mass that surrendered to his will and looked upon him
with pseudo-religious adoration.

Hitler offered something to everyone: work to the unemployed; prosperity to failed business
people; profits to industry; expansion to the Army; social harmony and an end of class
distinctions to idealistic young students; and restoration of German glory to those in despair.
He promised to bring order amid chaos; a feeling of unity to all and the chance to belong.
He would make Germany strong again; end payment of war reparations to the Allies; tear up
the treaty of Versailles; stamp out corruption; keep down Marxism; and deal harshly with
the Jews.

He appealed to all classes of Germans. The name of the Nazi Party itself was deliberately all
inclusive — the National Socialist German Workers' Party.

All of the Nazis, from Hitler, down to the leader of the smallest city block, worked
tirelessly, relentlessly, to pound their message into the minds of the Germans.

On election day September 14, 1930, the Nazis received 6,371,000 votes — over eighteen
percent of the total — and were thus entitled to 107 seats in the German Reichstag. It was a
stunning victory for Hitler. Overnight, the Nazi Party went from the smallest to the second
largest political party in Germany.

It propelled Hitler to solid national and international prestige and aroused the curiosity of
the world press. He was besieged with interview requests. Foreign journalists wanted to
know — what did he mean — tear up the Treaty of Versailles and end war reparations? — and
that Germany wasn't responsible for the First World War?

Gone was the Charlie Chaplin image of Hitler as the laughable fanatic behind the Beer Hall
Putsch. The beer hall revolutionary had been replaced by the skilled manipulator of the
masses.

On October 13, 1930, dressed in their brown shirts, the elected Nazi deputies marched in
unison into the Reichstag and took their seats. When the roll-call was taken, each one
shouted, "Present! Heil Hitler!"

They had no intention of cooperating with the democratic government, knowing it was to
their advantage to let things get worse in Germany, thus increasing the appeal of Hitler to an
ever more miserable people.




Nazi storm troopers dressed in civilian clothes celebrated their electoral victory by smashing
the windows of Jewish shops, restaurants and department stores, an indication of things to
come. Adolf Hitler and the Nazis waged a modern whirlwind campaign in 1930 unlike
anything ever seen in Germany. Hitler traveled the country delivering dozens of major
speeches, attending meetings, shaking hands, signing autographs, posing for pictures, and
even kissing babies.

Joseph Goebbels brilliantly organized thousands of meetings, torchlight parades, plastered
posters everywhere and printed millions of special edition Nazi newspapers.

Germany was in the grip of the Great Depression with a population suffering from poverty,
misery, and uncertainty, amid increasing political instability.

For Hitler, the master speech maker, the long awaited opportunity to let loose his talents on
the German people had arrived. He would find in this downtrodden people, an audience very
willing to listen. In his speeches, Hitler offered the Germans what they needed most,
encouragement. He gave them heaps of vague promises while avoiding the details. He used
simple catchphrases, repeated over and over.

A typical campaign scene with Nazi posters on display next to the Center Party,
Communists, Socialists and others. Below: Repeated propaganda marches became a cheap
and effective form of publicity - sometimes leading to violence between rival political
groups. Horst Wessel, pictured at the front, was killed during such a brawl in 1930 and
raised to the status of a martyr by Nazis via the "Hérst Wessel" banner anthem.

His campaign appearances were carefully staged events. Audiences were always kept
waiting, deliberately letting the tension increase, only to be broken by solemn processions of
Brownshirts with golden banners, blaring military music, and finally the appearance of
Hitler amid shouts of "Heil!" The effect in a closed in hall with theatrical style lighting and
decorations of swastikas was overwhelming and very catching.

Hitler began each speech in low, hesitating tones, gradually raising the pitch and volume of
his voice then exploding in a climax of frenzied indignation. He combined this with
carefully rehearsed hand gestures for maximum effect. He skillfully played on the emotions
of the audience bringing the level of excitement higher and higher until the people wound up
a wide-eyed, screaming, frenzied mass that surrendered to his will and looked upon him
with pseudo-religious adoration.

Hitler offered something to everyone: work to the unemployed; prosperity to failed business
people; profits to industry; expansion to the Army; social harmony and an end of class
distinctions to idealistic young students; and restoration of German glory to those in despair.
He promised to bring order amid chaos; a feeling of unity to all and the chance to belong.
He would make Germany strong again; end payment of war reparations to the Allies; tear up
the treaty of Versailles; stamp out corruption; keep down Marxism; and deal harshly with
the Jews.

He appealed to all classes of Germans. The name of the Nazi Party itself was deliberately all
inclusive — the National Socialist German Workers' Party.

All of the Nazis, from Hitler, down to the leader of the smallest city block, worked
tirelessly, relentlessly, to pound their message into the minds of the Germans.

On election day September 14, 1930, the Nazis received 6,371,000 votes — over eighteen
percent of the total — and were thus entitled to 107 seats in the German Reichstag. It was a




stunning victory for Hitler. Overnight, the Nazi Party went from the smallest to the second
largest political party in Germany.

It propelled Hitler to solid national and international prestige and aroused the curiosity of
the world press. He was besieged with interview requests. Foreign journalists wanted to
know — what did he mean — tear up the Treaty of Versailles and end war reparations? — and
that Germany wasn't responsible for the First World War?

Gone was the Charlie Chaplin image of Hitler as the laughable fanatic behind the Beer Hall
Putsch. The beer hall revolutionary had been replaced by the skilled manipulator of the
masses.

On October 13, 1930, dressed in their brown shirts, the elected Nazi deputies marched in
unison into the Reichstag and took their seats. When the roll-call was taken, each one
shouted, "Present! Heil Hitler!"

They had no intention of cooperating with the democratic government, knowing it was to
their advantage to let things get worse in Germany, thus increasing the appeal of Hitler to an
ever more miserable people.

Nazi storm troopers dressed in civilian clothes celebrated their electoral victory by smashing
the windows of Jewish shops, restaurants and department stores, an indication of things to
come.

Treaty of Versailles

In 1919, Lloyd George of England, Orlando of Italy, Clemenceau of France and Woodrow
Wilson from the US met to discuss how Germany was to be made to pay for the damage
world war one had caused.

Woodrow Wilson wanted a treaty based on his 14-point plan which he believed would bring
peace to Europe.

Georges Clemenceau wanted revenge. He wanted to be sure that Germany could never start
another war again.

Lloyd George personally agreed with Wilson but knew that the British public agreed with
Clemenceau. He tried to find a compromise between Wilson and Clemenceau.

Germany had been expecting a treaty based on Wilson's 14 points and were not happy with
the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. However, they had no choice but to sign the document.

The main terms of the Treaty of Versailles were:
e War Guilt Clause - Germany should accept the blame for starting World War One
¢ Reparations - Germany had to pay £6,600 million for the damage caused by the war
o Disarmament - Germany was only allowed to have a small army and six naval ships.

No tanks, no airforce and no submarines were allowed. The Rhineland area was to
be de-militarised.

e Territorial Clauses - Land was taken away from Germany and given to other
countries. Anschluss (union with Austria) was forbidden.







Name: Period:

Short Answer ID’s

Use the Learning Packet and/or Textbook

Kristallnacht -

Adolf Hitler -

Holocaust -

Mein Kampf -

Treaty of
Versailles -

The Beer Hall
Putsch -

Lebensraum -

Nazism -




