
US History, November 24 
►Entry Task: Please grab a chrome 

book but do not open it yet. 
►Announcements: 
 Jackson Essay – is yours turned in? 
 Today – Evaluate the CAUSES of the 

Mexican-American War and then go 
explore the interactive map (mostly 
focuses on the BATTLES) 
 REVIEW:  The ALAMO 



Texas Independence 
►The Lone Star Republic – 1836-1845 
►Texas’ population soared from 30,000 to 

142,000 by 1845 
►Why did Americans hesitate to annex Texas into 

the US? 



• Northerners opposed annexation. They felt it was a Southern 
attempt to add more slave states to the Union. 
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James K. Polk 

►Democrat, “Young Hickory”, 
“Napoleon of the Stump”, 
and the “hardest working 
man in America” 

►1844 – More people voted 
out of party loyalty and over 
the issue of slavery 

 



Election of 1844 
• Presidential candidate 
James Polk believed 
strongly in Manifest 
Destiny, and he favored 
annexing Oregon and 
Texas. 

President James K. Polk 
• His Presidential slogans were: 
“Fifty-Four Forty or Fight” and 
“All of Oregon or None” 

http://www.visitingdc.com/images/james-polk-picture.jpg


JOHN GAST‘S - "AMERICAN PROGRESS," (1872)  

Manifest Destiny . . . 





Texas (the beast):  I fear I cannot carry you into the  
                               Presidential Chair. 
Polk: Dear Texas, I knew you cannot—I wish I had rode some 
         other horse but it is too late to repent.  





4 Factors leading to U.S./Mexican 
War 

►Mexican anger over annexation of Texas 
►Dispute over Texas/Mexican border 
 Nueces River or Rio Grande 

►Instability of Mexican government 
 19 governments in 25 years 

►Polk Administration’s drive to expand U.S.  
 Polk saw his mandate as creating a coast-

to-coast nation 



Nueces River boundary Rio Grande boundary 



The Slidell Mission: Nov., 1845 
 Mexican recognition of the Rio 

Grande River as the TX-US border. 

 US would forgive American citizens’ 
claims against the Mexican govt. 

 US would purchase the New Mexico 
area for $5,000,000. 

 US would buy California at any 
price. 

 Mexican officials REFUSE to  meet 
with Slidell… 
 

John Slidell 



Thornton Affair 

►June 1845: Polk sends 
General Zachary Taylor 
& troops to the Nueces 
River border 

►April 1846: US patrols 
sent into contested area 
– CLASH with Mexican 
army (11 dead) 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flibrary.uta.edu%2Fusmexicowar%2Ftopic.php%3Ftopic_id%3D7&ei=MBNuVMq-FOarjALr6oEI&bvm=bv.80185997,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNH3zKey422lTINUD1q5JEpBwV5fTA&ust=1416586398871302


Steps to War 

►May 11, 1846 – Polk addressed Congress 
that Mexico “had invaded U.S. territory and 
that American blood had been shed on 
American soil.”  

►Two days later Congress declared war on 
Mexico 



Representative Abraham Lincoln: 

►“Spot Resolutions” in 1846-7– asked Polk to 
show the spot where American blood had 
been shed on American soil 

►“Allow the President to invade a neighboring 
nation whenever he shall deem it necessary 
to repel an invasion, and you allow him to 
do so whenever he may choose to say he 
deems it necessary for such purpose, and 
you allow him to make war at pleasure.” 
 
 



Nueces River boundary 
Rio Grande boundary 

One senator 
declared that 
the affair had 
been "as 
much an act 
of aggression 
on our part 
as is a man's 
pointing a 
pistol at 
another's 
breast" 



4 Factors leading to U.S./Mexican 
War 

►Mexican anger over annexation of Texas 
►Dispute over Texas/Mexican border 
 Nueces River or Rio Grande 

►Instability of Mexican government 
 19 governments in 25 years 

►Polk Administration’s drive to expand U.S.  
 Polk saw his mandate as creating a coast-

to-coast nation 



• The U.S. declared war on 
Mexico on May 13, 1846. 

America’s military is twice as 
large and has far superior 
weapons/artillery 

Mexican War – The Beginning  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
US (left) and Mexican (right) uniforms of the period.

http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/resources/primary_source_window/posters7_large.html


Who opposed the war? 

►Whig Party (Lincoln, JQ Adams) 
►Northern Abolitionists 
►Transcendentalists (Thoreau) 
►Representative John Giddings, “an 

aggressive, unholy, and unjust war…In the 
murder of Mexicans upon their own soil, or 
in robbing them of their country, I can take 
no part either now or here-after. The guilt 
of these crimes must rest on others. I will 
not participate in them. "  



The Whig journal, The American 
Review (January 1847) 

►An article described Polk’s statements on 
the Mexican War as “so well calculated to 
mislead the popular mind, and to imbue it 
with false impressions.” 

►  The war “was brought on originally by his 
own fault.” 



Frederick Douglass 
► Texas, Slavery, and American Prosperity:  
An Address Delivered in Belfast, Ireland,  
on January 2, 1846 

 
► “The man who goes into your ship on the high seas, puts out 

the captain, takes down the ensign and declares himself the 
owner—is no greater robber than the people of the United 
States. And what are their excuses, their apologies, their 
reasons—for they always give reasons for what they do? One 
of them is, that Mexico is unable to defend her territory, and 
that therefore they have a right to take it! What do you think 
of a great heavy-fisted fellow pouncing on every little man he 
meets, and giving as his reason that the little man is unable to 
take care of himself? (Cheers.) …Mexico, nevertheless, is a 
sister republic, which has taken that of the United States for a 
model. But Mexico is a weak government, and that is the 
reason America falls on her…” 



Wilmot Proviso, 1846 

 “Provided, territory from … the acquisition of any the 

Republic of Mexico by the United States,…neither 

slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist in any 

part of said territory, except for crime, whereof the party 

shall first be duly convicted.” 

- DID NOT pass (in Senate) until 16 years 

later (1862), however, it is important = 

changed the political landscape, slavery now 

dominates Congress (Northerners v. 

Southerners) 
Congr. David Wilmot 

(D-PA) 





► 1st war almost entirely on foreign territory 
►Cost: $100 million 
►Daily newspapers informed public about war news 
►Telegraph – new communication 
►Yellow fever, malaria, smallpox, dysentary – large 

percentage of US Army killed by diseases – 
13,000 casualties (only 2,000 died in battle) 

► Fought by volunteers 
► Important Leaders emerge: Capt. Robert E. Lee, 

Capt. US Grant, “Stonewall” Jackson, George 
Meade, George McClellan, Jefferson Davis 

► Further Sectionalism (North vs. South) 

Significance of the War for the US 



Richard Caton Woodville, News From the Mexican War 1848 



The Mexican Cession 



Bitter Controversy 

►The war with Mexico intensified the bitter 
controversy already simmering in the United 
States over slavery.  

►Ralph Waldo Emerson had predicted that 
"the United States will conquer Mexico, but 
it will be as the man swallows the arsenic, 
which brings him down in turn. Mexico will 
poison us." 



US History, November 25 

►Entry Task: What are GOOD reasons to go to 
war?  Make a list with your table. 

►Announcements: 
 Today –Finish up Mexican-American War & 

Compromise of 1850 



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Palo Alto – first American victoryMonterrey – Taylor agreed after a fierce fight block by block in the city, to an armistice for 2 months and allowed the Mexican troops to go free. Polk was livid that Taylor had agreed to a ceasefire, stating that it was the army’s job to “kill the enemy” and not to make deals.General Stephen Kearny with 1700 Army of the West invaded Western Mexico – captures Santa Fe Aug 1846



General Zachary Taylor at Palo Alto 
►May 8, 

1846 
►Mexican 

losses 
were 
double 
American 
losses 

“Old Rough and Ready” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Americans employed "flying artillery", the American term for horse artillery, a type of mobile light artillery that was mounted on horse carriages with the entire crew riding horses into battle.The two armies located each other at the scrubby crossroads of Palo Alto in the early afternoon of May 8. Each side deployed their troops, and the American troops stepped boldly forward to within 800 yards of the Mexicans. Almost immediately the superiority of the U.S. cannons and artillery tactics came to bear. Over the next three hours, the battle consisted mostly of a lopsided artillery duel. Attempts by the Mexican cavalry to turn the U.S. flank proved unsuccessful, and Arista ordered his troops out of action and moved to a strong defensive position at Resaca de la Palma. Arista lost between 250 and 400 men at Palo Alto, double the number of American losses.



Battle of Monterrey –Sept 21-24, 1846 – 
urban warfare, house-to-house 

 





Bear Flag 
Republic 

► June 14, 1846, John 
Fremont & settlers 
stage a revolt in 
Sonoma, CA: 
Independent republic 

►Commodore John Sloat joins Fremont and enter 
San Francisco, LOS ANGELES in August 1846 – 
a nearly bloodless conquest (at first) 

►Steven Kearny & forces reach California in 
December 1846 

 
 

The American flag was 
raised over California on 

July 9, 1846 



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Palo Alto – first American victoryMonterrey – Taylor agreed after a fierce fight block by block in the city, to an armistice for 2 months and allowed the Mexican troops to go free. Polk was livid that Taylor had agreed to a ceasefire, stating that it was the army’s job to “kill the enemy” and not to make deals.



Santa Anna returns 

►Negotiated with Mexican 
President – he offered help 
militarily (only) 

►Negotiated with the US – he 
would sell land (and end war) 

►WHAT HE DID:  Named 
himself President of Mexico 
and tried (unsuccessfully) to 
fight off the US invasion! 



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Palo Alto – first American victoryMonterrey – Taylor agreed after a fierce fight block by block in the city, to an armistice for 2 months and allowed the Mexican troops to go free. Polk was livid that Taylor had agreed to a ceasefire, stating that it was the army’s job to “kill the enemy” and not to make deals.General Stephen Kearny with 1700 Army of the West invaded Western Mexico – captures Santa Fe Aug 1846



Feb 22, 1847 – Buena Vista 
►Santa Anna 

marched 
north with 
20,000 men 
vs. Taylor’s 
4,600 men 

American victory – 3400 Mexican casualties  
vs. America’s 650 casualties 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On February 22, 1847, Santa Anna personally marched north to fight Taylor with 20,000 men. Taylor, with 4,600 men, had entrenched at a mountain pass called Buena Vista. Santa Anna suffered desertions on the way north and arrived with 15,000 men in a tired state. He demanded and was refused surrender of the U.S. Army; he attacked the next morning. Santa Anna flanked the U.S. positions by sending his cavalry and some of his infantry up the steep terrain that made up one side of the pass, while a division of infantry attacked frontally along the road leading to Buena Vista. Furious fighting ensued, during which the U.S troops were nearly routed, but managed to cling to their entrenched position. The Mexicans had inflicted considerable losses but Santa Anna had gotten word of upheaval in Mexico City, so he withdrew that night, leaving Taylor in control of part of Northern Mexico.



 



The Bombardment of Vera Cruz, March 1847– 
largest amphibious landing in history (to that point in time 

– only 13 killed).  Goal: the Mexican Capital 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The vitally important Mexican port and stronghold of Veracruz fell to American forces on March 28, 1847, after a two-week siege. General Winfield Scott, with the assistance of Commodore David E. Conner’s Home Squadron, landed an army of 10,000 men at Collado Beach to the south of Veracruz on March 9. Covered by the guns of Conner’s ships, the U.S. troops moved north to invest the defenses of the city, eventually bottling up 3,000 Mexican troops under General Juan Morales behind its defenses. They also isolated another 1,000 troops inside the nearly impregnable walls of harbor fort San Juan de Ulúa. 



Santa Anna’s Leg 
►STOLEN!  By Illinois volunteers at Cerro Gordo 

in Mexico 
►Today, located in Springfield, IL 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Santa Anna's real leg was amputated after he was hit by cannon fire during a melee with the French in 1838 (the leg was interred with full military honors). In 1847, his artificial leg was captured by soldiers of the 4th Illinois Infantry, which is why it's in the Illinois State Military Museum. Santa Anna was eating lunch during a battle with the United States when the Americans surprised him, and he galloped off without his leg. The sergeant who grabbed the wooden (and cork) leg exhibited it at county fairs for a dime a peek, but since 1922 it's been in the care of Illinois National Guard. According to Bill Hatcher, a guide at the museum, no one from Texas (or Mexico) has ever tried to kidnap it.



General Scott Enters Mexico City 

“Old Fuss and Feathers” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From this point, from March to August, Scott and Santa Anna fought a series of bloody, hard-fought battles from the coast inland toward Mexico City. The more important battles of this campaign include the Battles of : Cerro Gordo (April 18), Contreras (August 20), Churubusco (August 20), Molino del Rey (September 8) and Chapultepec (September 13).The final blow to General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna’s defense of Mexico City came on September 13 and 14. U.S. forces followed up the victory at Chapultepec by pursuing the retreating Mexican forces to the west-side gates of the city. In fighting that lasted throughout the afternoon of September 13, American troops under General William Worth carried the fortified Garita San Cosme, while those of John Quitman’s division captured the Garita de Belén. Americans killed or captured some 3,000 Mexican troops in this close, brutal, and deadly combat, while suffering 800 casualties of their own. That night, U.S. General Winfield Scott ordered his commands to reorganize, consolidate, and prepare for savage house-to-house fighting the next day. The Americans - tired, shot up, but victorious - anxiously awaited the coming dawn.�General Scott's Entrance into Mexico City by Carl Nebel�Special Collections Division, The University of Texas at ArlingtonAs a result of the disasters at Chapultepec and at the garitas, chaos reigned among the Mexican army and government inside the city. With the Americans inside the gates and in control of the roads to the south and west, officials believed that their cause was lost and that the capital city would soon become a battleground. Santa Anna, persuaded that the struggle was no longer worth the costs in lives and property, led the battered remnants of the Mexican national army out of town to regroup, rearm, and plot their next move. In the early hours of September 14, instead of having to fight his way through town, Scott instead received a delegation of Mexican politicians who surrendered the city unconditionally. The U.S. army that had begun the campaign to capture Mexico City in early March now marched triumphantly to the national plaza, victorious at last.



The Mexican-American War 
Zachary Taylor won in 

northern Mexico 

John C Fremont won 
in California 

Stephen Kearny 
captured New Mexico 

Winfield Scott 
captured Mexico City 

The disputed 
area of Texas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kearney captured New Mexico & Frémont took CaliforniaScott occupied Mexico City



Ending the Mexican War 
►In 1848, U.S. & Mexico ended the war with the 

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo: 
 

The Rio Grande 
became the recognized 
U.S. southern border 

The U.S. grew 20% by adding the 
Mexican Cession (present-day NM, AZ, 

CA, Utah, NV, & parts of CO & WY 

Added the Gadsden Purchase 
in 1853 ($10 million) to build a 
southern transcontinental RR 



Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, 
1848 

Nicholas Trist, 

American Negotiator 

-US Pays $15 
million for the 
Mexican Cession, 
a Mexican loss of  
55% of their 
land, 2/3 if 
Texas is included 
►1848 irony:  
Mexicans hear of Gold 
Rush in California and 
Treaty on same day 
 
 

 



Aftermath of Battle 
►A war of “defense” became a war of Conquest – 

Mexicans call this “the American Intervention” 
►If it was U.S. manifest destiny to conquer land, 

were they also to conquer people? 
►Three barriers to the “All Mexico” plan 
 Northern liberals hated conquest 
 Slavery question 
 Racism – could the U.S. really incorporate all the 8 

million Mexican and Indians? 



 



►1848 Election: 
Zachary Taylor or 
Winfield Scott – 
leading 
contenders for 
Whig Party 
Candidate 

►Taylor wins 
against Martin Van 
Buren (Free Soil) 
and Lewis Cass 
(Democratic) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/39/Whig_primary_1848c.jpg


Electoral Map 1848 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Taylor had never actually voted in an election himself.  He was from Louisiana, considered a war hero.  Both Dems and Whigs wanted him.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:ElectoralCollege1848.svg


►Free Soil Party 



► 1st war almost entirely on foreign territory 
►Cost: $100 million 
►Daily newspapers informed public about war news 
►Telegraph – new communication 
►Yellow fever, malaria, smallpox, dysentary – large 

percentage of US Army killed by diseases – 
13,000 casualties (only 2,000 died in battle) 

► Fought by volunteers 
► Important Leaders emerge: Capt. Robert E. Lee, 

Capt. US Grant, “Stonewall” Jackson, George 
Meade, George McClellan, Jefferson Davis 

► Further Sectionalism (North vs. South) 

Significance of the War for the US 



Richard Caton Woodville, News From the Mexican War 1848 



The Mexican Cession 



GOLD! At Sutter’s Mill, 1848 

 John A. Sutter 



California Gold Rush, 1849 

49er’s 



►San Francisco before 
the gold rush 
 
 

►San Francisco after 
the gold rush 



Territorial Growth to 1853 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hated because they were willing to work for less



The March of the Millions  

► High birthrate accounted for population 
growth 
 Population doubling every 25 years 

► Near 1850s, millions of Irish, German 
came 

► Beginning in 1830, immigration in the US 
soared 



5.
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Population Growth 
from 1620 to 1860 



Sources of 
Immigration, 

1820-40 



Sources of 
Immigration, 

1840-60 
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