
Using Ancestry.com 
and FamilySearch.org

• Ancestry.com

• FamilySearch.org

https://www.ancestry.com/
https://familysearch.org/


Ancestry.com

Subscription-based genealogical website 

DNA product 

Over 16 billion records 
online and Growing

Majority of records are United 
States

Records are being added for other 
countries, such as Canada, the UK, 
and other European countries

Excellent learning center



Ancestry.com – Intuitional Edition
 Library Edition Available Free

 Williamsburg Regional Library

 Swem Library

 Family History Center

 Library of Virginia

 Many Local Libraries

 Library Edition has US and International 
Databases

 Features not available

 DNA

 Family Tree

 Email contact with others on ancestry.com



14 Day Free Trial with Credit Card

Membership Options

Level Benefits Cost

Basic • Build Family Tree

• Access Free Databases

• DNA ethnicity

Free

DNA Insights Access Shared Ancestor Hints, DNA 

Circles and Genetic Matches’ Tree

$49/year

US Discovery Access US Databases $19.99/month

$99/6 months

World Explorer Access US and International 

Databases

$34.99/month

$149/6 months

World Explorer Plus • Access US and International 

Databases

• Fold3

• Newspapers.com

$44.99/month

$199/6 months



Register

 Go Ancestry.com

 Scroll to the Bottom and Click on Site Map 





Build a Free Tree

 Click on Tree and select Start a New Tree 



Family Tree 

Controls/Editing 

Add Parents 

Save

Name Tree

Tree Setting Name and Description

Privacy Setting
Public

Private but Findable

Private Hidden

Sharing (Invite others)
Editor

Contributor

Guest (Viewer)



MyTreeTags workspace to add labels to highlight details about an individual



ThruLines

show likely 

common 

ancestors 



Searching –

Example 

based on 

Subscription

Login into your account

Click Search 

• Search options

• All collections

• Selected Collections

• By State

• Collection

• Region



Search Hints

• To left of your results under Search Filters 
are slides to adjust the filters

Slider to Adjust Results 

• Select category under Search 

Search Specific Record Categories

• Select Search > All Collections

• Scroll down to map

• Select State

• Select Collection and complete search 
criteria and search

Search Specific Collections



Searching 

Records

•Exact, Exact and Sound-like, 
Exact and Similar

First and 
Last 

Name

•Birth, Marriage, Death, etc.

•Exact, Year plus or minus 1, 
2, 5, 10 years

Event 
Date

•Exact, County and Adjacent 
counties, State, State and 
Adjacent States, Country

Location



Insider 

Advice

• ? for one character; * for up to 5 characters

• Must provide at least three characters

Search with Wildcards for names

• Need to have an Ancestry Family Tree

Automatic Hints

• Free Index Collection 

• Ancestry Wiki

Free

http://search.ancestry.com/search/group/freeindexacom
http://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=Main_Page




Some Examples 

for You to Try

 Alexander Hamilton born 1757 

lived in New York

 George Custer born 1840 in Ohio

 In 1860 Federal Census he is at 

West Point

 William Clinton born 1946 in 

Arkansas

 Sitting Bull

 Cole Porter born 1891 in Indiana



Save Records to Family Tree

 With a Subscription

Attach records to individual(s) in Family 
Tree

 Upload 

Pictures

Stories 

PDF

 Note

Need a current subscription to access 
records attached from Ancestry.com

Uploaded files do not need to subscribe



Save Records 

to Family Tree 

 Registered only – No subscription

 Use Library version of Ancestry

 Location record

 Download record

Transcription

Image (if available)

 Login on Ancestry with your 

registration

 Select you family tree

Select the individual to add 

record

Add Fact

Add source and connect to fact



Ancestry DNA
 Autosomal DNA Test

 Microarray-based autosomal DNA testing, which surveys a person’s entire 
genome at over 700,000 locations

 Predict your genetic ethnicity 

 Maps ethnicity going back multiple generations

 DNA Matches

 Help identify relationships with unknown relatives through a dynamic list 
of possible DNA member matches

 ThruLines

 Shows common ancestors among matches when family tree attached

 MyTreeTags

 Add label to people in your family tree





Settings

DNA Matches

Your Display Name

Ethnicity Profile Display

Link a Family Tree

Your Information

Download DNA



Improved DNA Matches Tag and sort matches



Ethnicity and Matches

 Ethnicity

 Valid for continent

 Sometimes finer divisions can be identified 

 Matches

 Based on the percent DNA in common

 Generally limited vale up to 4th Cousins

 Shared Ancestor hints when both parties have provided a 

family tree



Provide a 

Skelton Tree

Five Generation 

•4th Cousins will have a common 
ancestor

•Birth, Death and Location

Receive shared hints

Common surnames

ThruLines





Comments on 

DNA Testing

 Relationship or Kinship Tool

 Confirm or refute a hypnotized relationship

 May identify non-paternal events

 Does NOT give specific relationships

 Does not provide dates, events or stories

 Compliment to genealogical records

 Focus on matches that are extremely or very 

high confidence

 Respect the wishes of others who chose not to 

be tested

 Cooperate with others on how information 

is shared



Help

Support Center

• DNA

• Member Trees

• Search and Records

• Accounts and Billing

• Mobile

• Free Mobile App

Community

Message Boards

Hire Expert (ancestry ProGenealogist)



Extras

IOS & Android App

•Ancestry for your mobile device

Photobook & Posters

•Create a family photobook and posters ($)

ProGenealogist

•Professional help ($)

Ancestry Academy

•Online educational tools

Gift Subscriptions ($)





Short Cuts

Search search.ancestry.com

Ancestry Wiki ancestry.com/wiki

Ancestry DNA dna.ancestry.com

Card Catalog search.ancestry.com/search/CardCatalog.aspx

Mobile app ancestry.com/cs/ancestry-app

Recently updated collections ancestry.com/cs/recent-
collections

http://search.ancestry.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=Main_Page
https://www.ancestry.com/dna/
http://search.ancestry.com/search/CardCatalog.aspx
http://www.ancestry.com/cs/ancestry-app
http://www.ancestry.com/cs/recent-collections


FamilySearch.org

Genealogy organization 
operated by The Mormons 
(LDS) 

Maintains collections of 
records, resources, and 
services to help people 
learn more about their 
family history

Gathers, preserves, and 
shares genealogical records 
worldwide

Free access to its resources 
and service online 



Family Search

Membership Options

Level Benefits Cost

Public Member • View Records (Some are 

viewable only at FHC)

• Create, edit, view family 

tree

Free (registration 

required to view some 

records and use family 

tree)

LDS Member • Above plus

• Home access to restricted 

records

• MyHeritage

• FindMyPast

Free (LDS registration 

required)



Sign for Free 

Account

 A Free site from the LDS

 Very Large Number of Databases

 Some collections link to subscription 

site.  May need a subscription or view at 

a Family History Center

 Click  Free Account

 Complete information

 Do not have to be a member of the 

Church

 Register Users

 Access to some of the collections

 The family tree

 Volunteer as an indexer 





Family Tree

 No Guarantee information accurate.  Anyone can modify.  Should provide sources.

 Remember others can edit your data.

 Carefully merge duplicates.

 To locate an individual, click Family Tree

 Click Find and enter individual name and information.

 To view or edit an individual detailed information

 In Tree view. Click the name to display the individual’s summary

 Click Person to see detailed information

 On the Tree page

 Move through the tree by clicking         .  Hold mouse down and drag the page to 
view

 On the Tree page

 View a couple’s children by clicking the children link below the couple’s names







Search Function

Records

Family Tree

Genealogies

Catalog

Books

Research Wiki



Search for Records



Browse Collections



Using Map to Find Collections

 Click on Continent

 Selection all or region with Continent

 Collection sorted by type

 Index Historical Records – Searchable

 Image only Historical Records – Searchable

 Catalog Material Sorted by Category- Browsable

 Birth, Marriage and Death

 Business Records and Occupation

 Census, Taxation and Voters Lists

 Church History

 Court, Land and Wills

 etc



Records Search Hints

 Name

 ? In place of letter; * replace several Letters: Must have at least 

3 letters

 Event

 Try 2, 5, or 10 year span

 Relationship

 Try entering parent’s name looking for children

 Restrict Records by

 Type – e.g. Birth, Baptism and Christenings, Marriage, Death, 

Census, etc.

 Browse Image

 Image only available; not indexed thus non-searchable



Search Records

 Broad Search

 Theodore Roosevelt born New York 1858

 Justus Grabenstein born Germany 1832 lived in Cumberland, MD 1850-1910

 Narrow Search

 By Collection

 Filter by Adding Additional Information

 View Transcription and Records

 Attach to Family Tree

 Tools 

 Source Box

 Copy

 Print

 Email



Family Tree



Other Searches
 Genealogies

 Old Ancestral files and Pedigree files

 Enter information on your ancestor and click search

 Hits can be used a clues; need to verify the 
information

 Catalog

 Collection of films, books and fiches

 Search by place, last name, title, author, subject or 
keywords

 Books

 Books of family histories and genealogies

 Click details to see information on contents and if 
available online

 Wiki

 Genealogical Wiki

 Search by surname, place or topic



Genealogies



Catalog



Search in Catalog Sources

 Title

 Ohio, Diocese of Toledo

 Ohio, Diocese of Toledo, Catholic parish records, 1796-2004

 Scroll to the end

 Ohio, Diocese of Toledo, Catholic Parish Records are available online, click here

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1494476
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1494476


Selection Image File

 Click Browse Image

 Select County – Tiffin is in Seneca County

 Select – Tiffin

 Select St Mary –oldest Catholic Church in area founded 

about 1831

 Films 

Index Film name and page number for type of record

Select Film for particular record set







Memories

 Memories Gallery to Store

Photos

Stories

Documents

Audio Recordings 

 From Memories Gallery items are linked to 

individuals in the Family Tree





Indexing

 Sign up to help create searchable indexes 

collections 

 Volunteer efforts to make collections available to 

the general genealogical community



Extras

 At home access to Ancestry.com Census Collection

 Via Williamsburg Regional Library

 What do we have

 Research and Databases

 Genealogy and Biography

 Heritage Quest (need to entry your library card number)

 At home Via Library of Virginia

 Using Collections

 Databases and eBooks (here you can register using VA driver’s license)

 Military Service

 Fold3 (Military records and city directories)

 Newspapers and Magazines

 Newspaper Archives

https://www.wrl.org/
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/

