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Introduction

The requirement for bracing conventional wood frame dwellings is not new. For years, homes
have been successfully braced using a variety of techniques, even before the first building codes
in the United States required it. Conventional wood frame dwellings must be adequately braced
to resist lateral (racking) forces due to wind and earthquakes. To achieve this structural safety
objective, several wall bracing options and requirements are offered prescriptively in the 2009
International Residential Code (IRC) Section R602.10 Wall Bracing. While the growing number of
bracing options and requirements has created some confusion, understanding the many options
and using them efficiently provides many advantages. Also, the 2009 IRC has improved the
presentation of wall bracing requirements by use of many illustrations and a re-formatting of the
provisions.

The main objective of this guide is to provide designers, code officials and builders with a basic
understanding of how to apply the IRC bracing provisions for code-compliant dwellings. A second
objective is to demonstrate how the IRC bracing provisions can be used to create maximum value
in a diverse housing market.

Version 2.0 of this guide was released in late 2009. The purpose of version 2.0 is to update the
content provided in earlier versions to include the many changes to wall bracing provisions that
occurred with the release of the 2009 IRC. Due to the extensive nature of the revisions, no
attempt was made to maintain the provisions of the 2003 and 2006 IRC. For guidelines relating to
these versions, see Version 1.0. Many of the “beyond code” solutions and code corrections
included in Version 1.0 have now been addressed in the 2009 IRC.

The guide is divided into six sections intended to supplement and enhance the 2009 IRC wall
bracing provisions:

Section 1: Basic Concepts for Code-Compliant Wall Bracing
Section 2: Wall Bracing Methods

Section 3: Applying the Code

Section 4: ‘Beyond Code’ Bracing Solutions

Section 5: Wall Bracing Options for Foam-Sheathed Wall Systems
Section 6: Resources and References

In addition, Appendix A to this Guide provides a useful wall bracing design and plan check
worksheet. Use of this worksheet is demonstrated in a separate design example supplement to
this Guide. Also, Appendix B demonstrates a simple and efficient engineering-based approach to
application of the IRC bracing provisions by design professionals. Finally, Appendix C provides
supplemental technical information on appropriate sizing of foam sheathing and siding
connections to resist wind load and support siding weight.
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Section 1: Basic Concepts for Code-Compliant Wall Bracing

1.1 Why is Wall Bracing Needed?

Wall bracing provides racking resistance against horizontal (lateral) racking loads from wind and
earthquakes and prevents the wall studs from distorting in the plane of the wall (racking) in
“domino fashion” and, thus, prevents building collapse. As shown in Figure 1, racking loads on a
building are considered to act separately in two perpendicular plan directions (i.e., N-S and E-W
or front-rear and left-right). At least two wall lines parallel to each plan direction (and on
opposite sides of the building) must be designed to resist potential racking loads.

ADEQUATE BRACING INADEQUATE BRACING
{CODE COMPLIANT) {NON-COMPLIANT)

BRACED WALLLINE =3
{2ND STORY) D

ERACE| ALL E [ 1
BRACED WALL LINE 53 -
{1ST STORY, ’—‘ n

Figure 1. Wall Bracing and Racking Forces

1.2 How does Wall Bracing Work?

When bracing a wall, code-compliant bracing elements or “braced wall panels'” are located in
required amounts on wall lines that are required to resist racking loads, known as “braced wall
lines1”. For simplicity, building codes have developed prescriptive bracing strategies that look
only at designated “braced wall lines” and individual “braced wall panels” on those braced wall
lines; in reality, walls act as a system in resisting racking forces, where nearly every component
and wall segment provides some racking resistance.

19

The entire building - wall, floor and roof assemblies - interact to resist and distribute racking
loads (Crandell & Kochkin, 2003). The minimum bracing requirements of the 2009 IRC modestly
incorporate some of this whole-building system effect (Crandell, 2007; Crandell and Martin,
2009). While standard interior partition walls also contribute to racking resistance, the IRC does
not account for their contribution. In addition, roof and floor diaphragms help distribute racking
loads from walls with less bracing to those with more bracing. By considering only designated
braced wall lines without considering the complete building system as a whole, the IRC bracing

! See Section 1.5 Definitions and Section 1.6 Key Concepts & Rules for details.
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provisions generally result in conservative solutions. For example, if an individual braced wall
line (e.g., garage opening wall) is deemed ‘non-compliant’ when strictly applying the IRC, it may
actually be acceptable from the standpoint of the entire building system. To make practical use
of these building system performance realities requires solutions that go beyond the simple
assumptions that a prescriptive code or engineering code is based upon. Refer to Section 4:
‘Beyond Code’ Bracing Solutions and Section 6: Resources and References for additional
support and resources.

Each braced wall line requires different amounts of bracing depending on the individual share of
the racking load acting on the building as a whole (Figure 1). The amount of bracing required for
a given wall line depends on:

Design Factor Comment

The design wind or Buildings in higher hazard areas with large design wind speeds or
earthquake load earthquake ground motions, experience greater potential racking
(magnitude of hazard). load.

The size of the building and | Walls supporting multiple stories have greater racking loads than
how many stories are those supporting only a roof. Lower story walls serve to resist an
supported by a braced wall | accumulation of lateral load from upper story levels that must be
line. passed down to the foundation and then to earth, much the same

way that gravity (vertical) loads have a load path.

The spacing between For buildings that have widely-spaced wall lines and large interior
braced wall lines. open areas, the racking load shared by each wall line is increased

relative to a building that has many closely-spaced wall lines in
each plan direction.

The type or method of wall | The method of bracing will also determine how much bracing is
bracing used (strength of needed. Some methods allow for less bracing and narrower braced
brace). wall panels in comparison to other methods that require more
bracing and wider braced wall panels to achieve equivalent
performance (i.e., racking resistance meeting or exceeding racking
load). When used in accordance with code, all bracing methods and
materials provide roughly equivalent performance.

1.3 When Should | Consider Wall Bracing?

The design factors (see above) impact the amount of space available on a given wall for placing
windows, doors and other non-bracing sheathing products such as insulating foam sheathing used
for energy-code compliance or enhanced energy-saving performance. Thus, wall bracing can
affect other important architectural objectives or design requirements and should be considered
as early as possible in the building design process. In addition, the 2009 IRC contains the
following new requirements regarding information included on building plans submitted to obtain
a building permit:

R106.1.1 Information on construction documents. ...\Where required by the building official, all braced wall
lines, shall be identified on the construction documents and all pertinent information including, but not limited
to, bracing methods, location and length of braced wall panels, foundation requirements of braced wall panels
at top and bottom shall be provided.
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.
@ Plan Ahead! In the building planning stages, a simple plan adjustment often makes
the difference between an efficient, code-compliant plan and one that is inefficient or non-

compliant. In some cases, an engineered solution may be required where the IRC
prescriptive solutions are insufficient for the architectural requirements. Planning ahead by
using this Guide and the 2009 IRC bracing provisions will help turn bracing challenges into
solutions that are efficient, practical, and code-compliant.

1.4 Scope Limitations
This guide is limited to the following use conditions:

e International Residential Code, 2009 Edition

e Conventional wood frame construction

e One- and two-family dwellings of no more than three-stories*

e Design wind speed of less 110 mph (3 second gust)

e Seismic Design Category (SDC) of A/B/C per IRC Section R301.2.22

This Guide is intended to be a helpful companion to the 2009 IRC for typical wall bracing
applications in the lower wind and seismic hazard regions of the U.S. Within the above scope
limitations, the user should use both documents side by side. Therefore, this document
references relevant sections within the 2009 IRC. Also, this Guide is not an exhaustive treatment
of the IRC wall bracing provisions. In no case should any information in this Guide be taken to
supersede the intent or specific requirements of the 2009 IRC or the locally applicable building
code including local amendments to the IRC, if any.

By limiting the scope to lower wind and seismic conditions, the IRC bracing provisions and this
Guide are simplified. But, they still cover the majority of conditions in the United States. To
identify your specific seismic and wind speed location, see (A) IRC Figure R301.2(2) Seismic
Design Categories and (B) IRC Figure 301.2(4) Basic Wind Speeds for 50 year Mean Recurrence
Interval. In addition, the building site’s wind exposure category (B-suburban/wooded, C-open
terrain, D-coastal, non-hurricane or mud-flats) must be identified per IRC Section R301.2.1.4 and
the mapped design wind speed must adjusted for topographic wind speed-up effects as
applicable per IRC Section R301.2.1.5.

% Townhouses in SDC C are excluded from this guide because additional seismic design limitations in IRC
Section R301.2.2 and Section R602.10 apply and are outside the scope of this guide. However, this
requirement is not scientifically justified given that wind and seismic forces do not change based on building
occupancy and the same structural and bracing requirements must be satisfied regardless of a dwelling’s
classification as single-family detached or single-family attached (townhouse) construction. In some cases,
this limitation for townhouses in SDC C has been waived by local code amendment or by approved design. In
fact, the limitations of IRC Section R301.2.2 for building irregularities (constraints on configuration) do not
apply to conventional construction in IBC Section 2308 until the next higher seismic design category, SDC D.
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1.5 Definitions
The following definitions explain some important terms used throughout the IRC bracing
requirements and this Guide. Refer also to 2009 IRC Chapter 2.

BRACED WALL LINE. A straight line through the building plan that represents the location
of the lateral resistance provided by the wall bracing.

BRACED WALL LINE, CONTINUOUSLY SHEATHED. A braced wall line with structural
sheathing applied to all sheathable surfaces including the areas above and below
openings.

BRACED WALL LINE, INTERMITTENT BRACING. A braced wall line with discrete structural
sheathing panels or braces provided only at specified locations and not requiring
continuous structural sheathing on other portions of a wall.

BRACED WALL PANEL. A full-height section of wall constructed in compliance with an
approved bracing method to resist in-plane shear loads through interaction of framing
members, bracing materials, connections and anchors.

1.6 Key Concepts and Rules
This section presents a number of key concepts and rules that are fundamental to understanding
and correctly applying the IRC bracing provisions.

Braced Wall Line (R602.10.1) - Walls that are braced to resist racking are identified as braced
wall lines (BWLs) on building plans as shown in Figures 1 and 2. Generally, all exterior walls are
considered to be part of a braced wall line (shown as dashed lines in Figure 2) and are required
to be properly braced with braced wall panels (BWPs). Although not always required, interior
walls also may be used as braced wall lines to minimize the amount of bracing required on
exterior walls or to comply with the maximum 60-ft braced wall line spacing addressed in the IRC
provisions.

There are several rules and limitations for designating the layout of individual braced wall lines
on each story level and each plan direction of a building. These rules are intended to
accommodate building plans that are not perfectly rectangular with wall lines that contain
offsets (i.e., are not in a single straight line). Two important rules are as follows:

BWL Offset Rule (R602.10.1.4) - Figure 2 illustrates limitations on the permissible off-set
of braced wall panels in off-set portions of a designated braced wall line.

BWL End Rule (R602.10.1) - The end of a braced wall line can be determined in two ways
as shown in Figure 2. The end may occur at the intersection of a perpendicular exterior
wall (actual wall line) or projection thereof or with the intersection of a perpendicular
braced wall line (dashed line representing the bracing effect of actual walls). The case
resulting in the maximum BWL length must be used.

These above rules have important implications for flexible and efficient bracing designs. They
also are important to consider when locating BWPs along or near the ends of a BWL as addressed
later. While not addressed in the scope of this guide, the ends of a BWL must be known to be
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able to determine its length which is used to determine the amount of seismic bracing required
in high-hazard earthquake areas. Wind bracing amounts in the IRC are not dependent on BWL
length and the BWL only needs to provide sufficient space for the length of wind bracing
required.

4" max H

}‘4 max

. | ara
BRACED WALL LINE BRACED WALLLINE
H-o=————— - -9 - —f. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ T ffffffffff Fof——————k———— @®---—-——---

8 max

L

(a) WALL LINE CONSIDERED AS A SINGLE BRACED WALL LINE
WHEN OFFSETS ARE NO MORE THAN 4 PLUS OR MINUS (8 TOTAL) (c) BRACED WALL LINES DO NOT NEED TO ALIGN WITH WITH ANY PORTION

OF THE ACTUAL WALL LINE PROVIDE OFFSET RULES ARE MET

—— ACTUAL WALL LINE
——————— BRACED WALL LINE

BRACED WALL LINE

____________________ < ® END OF BRACED WALL LINE

NIOWAS NI TTWAM 30VHa

(b) WALL LINE CONSIDERED AS SEPARATE BRACED WALL LINES
TO EITHER SIDE OF OFFSET GREATER THAN LIMITS IN (a)

Figure 2: Braced Wall Line Layout Rules (Offsets and Ends)

Braced Wall Line Spacing (R602.10.1.2) - Braced wall line spacing establishes the amount of
racking load that must be resisted by the two or more parallel braced wall lines in each plan
direction. Figure 3 shows a graphical representation of the relationship between braced wall
lines and braced wall line spacing. The racking load must be resisted by incorporating an
adequate amount of braced wall panels in each braced wall line. As the spacing between
parallel braced wall lines increases, the surface area of the building between the braced wall
lines that takes the out of plane wind loading and transfers it to the braced wall lines also
increases. Therefore, the required bracing amounts are dependent on the spacing between
parallel braced wall lines. This consideration influences the space that is available for wall
openings on exterior walls, which may require using interior braced wall lines to help share the
bracing load and reduce the amount of bracing required on each of the parallel braced wall
lines. While the total bracing load and amount of bracing remains essentially unchanged, the
additional braced wall line allows the required bracing amount to be distributed to more braced
wall lines. This practice, when used or necessary, has a number of potential benefits.

For example, an interior braced wall line B in Figure 3 is added in between BWL A and BWL C.
This reduces the BWL spacing. Since BWL B shares some of the load, BWL A and C require less
bracing than when using BWL A and C alone. As a result, use of a particular bracing method may
be brought into compliance with the code, more openings may be accommodated, or a more
efficient use of energy-saving wall sheathings may be achieved without compromising wall
bracing requirements.
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FOR CLARITY
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Figure 3: Braced Wall Panels and Braced Wall Lines
(IRC Figure R602.10.1.4(1))

Finally, the 2009 IRC provides minimum required bracing amounts tabulated for braced wall lines
spaced apart by up to a maximum of 60’ for wind loads (see Table 7 in Section 3). For braced
wall line spacing greater than 60’, additional braced wall lines or engineering will be required
(see Section 4). For example, if the distance between BWL A and BWL C in Figure 3 where
greater than 60 feet, then BWL B would be required to allow use the IRC bracing provisions.
Finally, it is important to note that the spacing assigned to BWLs A and C is the distance to BWL
B; the spacing assigned to BWL B is the greater distance to BWL A or BWL C which generally
results in a conservative amount of bracing for BWL B.

Braced Wall Panel (R602.10.1.1) - Also shown in Figure 3, a braced wall panel (BWP) is a section
of a braced wall line that is specifically braced with a code-compliant bracing method (e.g., let-
in brace, a wood structural panel, or other bracing methods). The various braced wall panel
construction methods are addressed in Section 2 of this Guide. Braced wall panels must meet
minimum width requirements (length of wall covered) to count towards the minimum bracing
amounts required for each individual braced wall line. The minimum widths required for braced
wall panels of the various bracing methods constrain the layout and spacing of wall openings in a
code-compliant braced wall line. The 2009 IRC also provides a number of useful options for
adjusting braced wall panel widths or specifying narrow panel bracing methods (i.e., portal
frames) that will be discussed later in Section 2.
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Braced Wall Panel Location (R602.10.1.4) - In addition to being used to meet minimum bracing
amounts, the location of braced wall panels along each braced wall line must meet additional

constraints:

1. Braced wall panels must be spaced no greater than 25’ OC along a braced wall line (see
Figure 3),

2. Braced wall panels must begin no more than 12.5’ from the end of a braced wall line, and

3. The sum of the distance from each end of the braced wall line to the beginning of the
braced wall panel nearest to each end shall be no more than 12.5’ (see Figure 4).

& For the continuous sheathing bracing methods (IRC Sections R602.10.4 and R602.10.5), a
minimum 24” wood structural panel or 32” structural fiberboard panel must be located at the
ends of the braced wall line, including a corner return panel of the same minimum size
placed on the adjoining wall at the corner. However, there is a new exception to this rule in
the 2009 IRC. A hold-down connection capable of resisting at least 800 pounds can be
substituted for these requirements when specific conditions are met as discussed later in

Section 2.3.

In addition, all braced wall panels are permitted to be offset from a designated braced wall line
as previously discussed and shown in Figure 2.

End of braced wall line End of braced wall line
End End
B d wall | .
P Distance 1 racec wall pane Distance 2
|

End Distance 1

+ End Distance 2
= Maximum of 12.5"

Extent of braced wall line

Braced wall panel shall be permitted to be located away from the end of a braced wall line, provided the total end distance from each end to the
nearest braced wall panel does not exceed 12.5°. If braced wall panel is located at the end of the braced wall line, then end distance is 0°.

For SI: 1 foot = 304.8 mm.

Figure 4: Braced Wall Panel End Distance Requirements
(IRC Figure R602.10.1.4(2))

P

@ The above requirements ensure that for walls no longer than 16.5°, a single 48-
inch long braced wall panel can be used. In addition, Section R602.10.1.2 requires a 48-
inch minimum total length of bracing in each BWL. Thus, for walls greater than 16.5’ in
length, generally two or more BWPs or one large BWP will be required to meet the
above requirements for BWP location on a BWL.
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& An expected change for the 2012 IRC includes a reduction of the BWP end distance to
10’ together with the elimination of the cumulative 12.5’ end distance requirement
discussed above. In addition, the spacing of BWPs is changed from 25’oc to 20’ edge-to-
edge. Further, braced wall lines 16’ or less in length will require a minimum of two braced
wall panels of any length or only one braced wall panel of a minimum 48 inches in length.
Braced wall lines greater than 16’ in length will require a minimum of two braced wall
panels. Thus, the minimum 48 inch length of bracing required by the 2009 IRC (see note
above) will only apply to the special case of a BWL that is less than 16 feet in length and
which has only one BWP.

Mixing Bracing Methods (R602.10.1.1) - The 2009 IRC includes an explicit but limited ability to
mix the various bracing methods on a building plan to maximize cost-effectiveness or other
objectives such as energy efficiency (see Section 5 for more detail on this latter concern). In
addition, there are a few general provisions that apply to the mixing of intermittent bracing
methods on a plan as follows (based on the scope limitation of this Guide):

1. Mixing bracing methods from story to story is permitted.

2. Mixing bracing methods from braced wall line to braced wall line within a story is
permitted.

3. The length of required bracing for a braced wall line with mixed bracing types shall be
based on the bracing type which requires the greater bracing length (see Section 3, Table
7)

4. No mixing of bracing methods or materials (sheathing types) is permitted within a
continuously sheathed braced wall line. However, other braced wall lines on the same or
other stories may use other bracing methods.

Angled Corners (R602.10.1.3) - Also new to the 2009 IRC, braced wall panels on angled corners
at the end of a BWL may be counted toward the minimum bracing length requirement as follows:

o At corners, braced wall lines shall be permitted to angle out of plane up to 45
degrees with a maximum diagonal length of 8 feet.

o The placement of bracing for the braced wall lines shall begin at the point where
the braced wall line, which contains the angled wall adjoins the adjacent braced
wall line (Point A as shown in Figure 5).

o Where an angled corner is constructed at an angle equal to 45 degrees and the
diagonal length is no more than 8 feet, the angled wall may be considered as part
of either of the adjoining braced wall lines, but not both.

o Where the diagonal length is greater than 8 feet, an angled corner shall be
considered its own braced wall line.
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BRACED WALL LINE 1;
USE THIS LENGTH WHEN CALCULATING ‘

/ THE AMOUNT OF BRACING ‘

8 MAX.

‘\;POINTA

LENGTH OF BRACED WALL LINE 2 WHEN
CALCULATING THE AMOUNT OF BRACING
BRACED WALL LINE 2

For SI: 1 foot = 304.8 mm.
Figure 5: Angled Corners
(IRC Figure R602.10.1.3)
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Section 2: IRC Wall Bracing Methods

2.1 Overview

In this section, the various bracing methods in the 2009 IRC are presented and discussed. These
bracing methods and their associated capabilities are the “building blocks” for arriving at
optimal bracing designs that are code compliant, cost effective, and coordinated with other
design objectives such as energy efficiency (see Section 5.0). Therefore, it is important to start
with a working knowledge of the various bracing methods featured in the 2009 IRC.

In the 2009 IRC bracing provisions, the bracing methods have been renamed and divided into two
categories as illustrated in Figure 6:

e Intermittent Braced Wall Panel Construction Methods, and
¢ Continuous Sheathing Wall Bracing Methods

Within each of these categories are various means to address problems commonly encountered in
practice, such as narrow braced wall panels used at garage openings and other similar
conditions. Mixing of bracing methods as shown in Figure 6 is also possible with the 2009 IRC
provisions.

25' ce m
25' oc max L

f o |
8" max, ,:7
VA, 75% s 9s%e 03 a0 0u8 A
5 [ I
XX | Lo g
) | | o
N d ! %
W { 1 |:/
X !
N\ | i
R | £ £
N
X | / BRACED
i) LY 1 % WALL PANEL
BRACED \
- NON-STRUCTURAL {FOAM) SHEATHIN G

WALL PANEL
(a) INTERMITTENT BRACING: METHOD LIB (LET-IN) WALL BRACING - SINGLE BWL

25 o 25
25' oc max L p 1285 mex

¥
o =l 1

Ry

—

oCe! B ;s

£

; BRACED
H R P

WALL PANEL
BRACED

NON-STRUCTURAL {FOAM) SHEATHIN
WALL PANEL NON-STRUCTURAL {(FOAM) SHEATHING

(b) INTERMITTENT BRACING: METHOD WSP or OTHER - SINGLE BWL

A+B not more than 12.5

NON-STRUCTURAL {FOAM) SHEATHuqu —

METHOD 2 BRACING 3 -
£ ON SIDE WALL : X
e b
..... 2 e i { i /e
i ! | I 7#
t | |57
I H { |
| o
— i
: BRACED
&Y i WALL PANEL
3 MINIMU M 2 CORNER SHEATHING

BRACED WALL PANELS

(WIDTHS PER TABLE 3) FOR CONT. STR. SHEATHED

BRACED WALL LINE ONLY

(c) MIXED BRACING: CONTINUOUS SHEATHING AND INTERMITTENT BRACING
(FACING AND FLANKING WALLS ARE TREATED AS SEPARATE BWLs FOR ILLUSTRATION)

Figure 6: Illustration of intermittent, continuous, and mixed bracing methods.
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2.2 Intermittent Braced Wall Panel Construction Methods

The intermittent bracing methods include traditional methods of bracing and are retained and
improved in the 2009 IRC to ensure consistency of all bracing methods, including continuous and
narrow panel bracing methods addressed later. Table 1lists the intermittent BWP construction
methods included in 2009 IRC Section R602.10.2. The minimum length requirements for BWPs
constructed using these methods are referenced in Table 1 along with basic construction
requirements. The BWP minimum length requirements vary according to bracing method as well
as wall height for most methods as shown in Table 2. In addition, the 2009 IRC includes a “partial
credit” approach for many of these methods whereby the braced wall panel length may be
reduced to 36 inches from the commonly required minimum of 48 inches. In such cases, the
effective braced wall panel length shown in Table 2 is used in lieu of the actual braced wall
panel length in determining compliance with required bracing amounts addressed later in Section
3.

In accordance with 2009 IRC Section R104.11, other approved proprietary bracing materials may
be used on the basis of equivalency as normally indicated by a code evaluation report for the
proprietary bracing method. For example, an approved metal let-in brace may be substituted for
the LIB bracing method or a proprietary sheathing may be substituted for one of the bracing
methods using a code-recognized sheathing material. Proprietary bracing methods are worth
considering because they may offer some advantages over the code-recognized bracing methods
in Table 1.
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Table 1: Intermittent Bracing Methods and Requirements
(Based on IRC Section R602.10.2)

METHOD

MATERIAL

MINIMUM THICKNESS

CONNECTION CRITERIA

BWP MINIMUM LENGTH
& MAXIMUM WALL HEIGHT

LIB

Let-in-bracing

1x4 wood or
approved metal
straps at 45° to 60°
angles for maximum
16" stud spacing

Wood: 2-8d nails per stud
including top and bottom plate
Metal: per manufacturer

£ Each such brace counts as a

“braced wall panel” with actual

length dependent on brace angle;
refer to Table 2.

£ For LIB bracing wall height
should not exceed 10 feet.

DwWB

Diagonal wood
boards

3/4" (1"nominal) for
maximum 24"stud
spacing

2-8d (2-1/2"x0.113") nails or
2 staples, 1-3/4" per stud

£ Refer to Table 2 and “partial
credit” allowance of Table 3

£¥: Maximum wall height of 12’

WSP

Wood structural
panel (see
Section R604)

3/8" for maximum
16” stud spacing

6d common (2 x 0.113) nail.
6 inches o.c. at edges and 12
inches in the field.
(Limited to wind speed and
exposure of 110/B, 90/C, or
85/D — refer to IRC Table
R602.3.3)

£ Refer to Table 2 and “partial
credit” allowance of Table 3

&r: Maximum wall height of 12°.

7/16” for maximum
24” stud spacing

8d Common (2.5” x .131")
6 inches o.c. at edges and 12
inches in the field.

(For 24” stud spacing, limited to
wind speed and exposure as
above; for 16” stud spacing, the
limits are 130/B, 110/C, 105/D)

£ Refer to Table 2 and “partial
credit” allowance of Table 3

£r: Maximum wall height of 12’

SFB

Structural
fiberboard
sheathing

1/2" or 25/32" for
maximum 16" stud
spacing

1-1/2" galvanized roofing nails or

8d common (2-1/2"%0.131) nails at

3" spacing (panel edges) and at 6"
spacing (intermediate supports).

& Refer to Table 2 and “partial
credit” allowance of Table 3

£r: Maximum wall height of 12’

GB

Gypsum board
(one or both sides
of a BWP)

1/2”

Nails or screws at 7" spacing at
panel edges and at intermediate
supports. For exterior gypsum
sheathing at GB braced wall
panels, use fastener size and type in
accordance with Table R602.3(1).
For interior gypsum panels at GB
braced wall panels, use fastener
size and type in accordance with
IRC Table R702.3.5

£: Refer to Table 2 only (“partial
credit” allowance of Table 3 does
not apply to GB)

£r: Maximum wall height of 12’

PBS

Particleboard
sheathing (see
Section R605)

3/8" or 12"
for maximum 16"
stud spacing

1-1/2" galvanized roofing nails or

8d common (2-1/2"%0.131) nails at

3" spacing (panel edges) and at 6
spacing (intermediate supports)

£ Refer to Table 2 and “partial
credit” allowance of Table 3

& Maximum wall height of 12’

PCP

Portland cement
plaster

See Section R703.6
for maximum
16"stud spacing

1-1/2", 11 gage, 7/16" head nails at
6" spacing or 7/8", 16 gage staples
at 6" spacing

& : Refer to Table 2 and “partial
credit” allowance of Table 3

£ Maximum wall height of 12°

HPS

Hardboard panel
siding

7/16"
for maximum 16"
stud spacing

0.092" dia., 0.225" head nails with
length to accommodate 1-1/2"
penetration into studs at 4” spacing
(panel edges), and at 8" spacing
(intermediate supports).

& Refer to Table 2 and “partial
credit” allowance of Table 3

£: Maximum wall height of 12’
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% 32” minimum; See Section
3/8“ wood stru_ctural See IRC Section R602.10 3.2 R602.1‘(‘J.3.2 and dlscussmn_ below
Alternate braced panel sheathing. - . - on “Narrow Panel Bracing
ABW - (special framing, fastening and s
wall See IRC Section hardware requirements apply) Methods
R602.10.3.2 g PPy,
& Maximum wall height of 12’
£¥: 16” minimum (supporting one
story); 24” minimum (supporting
Intermittent . two stories); See IRC Section
3/8” wood structural See IRC Section R602.10.3.3 i ;
PFH portal frame panel; See Section (special framing, fastening and R602'1‘?'3'3 and dlscussmn_ below
(with hold-down R602.10.3.3 hardware requirements apply) on “Narrow Panel Bracing
brackets) A 4 PRty Methods”
£: Maximum wall height of 10’
&> Minimum length based on a
4:1 height to length ratio. For
Intermittent 7/16” wood example, 24” minimum for 8” wall
portal frame at structural panel: See IRC Section R602.10.3.4 height; See IRC Section
PFG garage (without See Secfion ! (special framing, fastening and R602.10.3.4 and discussion below
hold-down hardware requirements apply) on “Narrow Panel Bracing
R602.10.3.4 "
brackets) Methods
£¥: Maximum wall height of 10’

4 >

‘ e
~ ~
- 4

IMPORTANT! Section R602.10.2.1 of the 2009 IRC requires all of the above intermittent bracing

methods (except GB, ABW, PFG, and PFH) to be used together with interior finish of 2” gypsum wall
board (or equal) installed in accordance with IRC Section R702.3 on the inside surface of the wall.
Otherwise, required bracing amounts for Methods DWB, WSP, SFB, PBS, PCP and HPS must be increased as
addressed in Section 3 of this Guide (see Table 7, footnote ‘f’). The 1.5 adjustment factor in Section
R602.10.2.1 is actually an error and should not be used.
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Table 2: Minimum Length Requirements for Braced Wall Panels?
(Based on IRC Table R602.10.3.1)

METHOD M'N'M\Alfg/lll ;Ee'i\'gﬂH (in) CONTRIBUTING
(See Table 1) 8ft | oft | 10ft | 1ift | 12f | -CNGTHn)
Actual
DWG,WSP,SFB,PBS,PCP,HPS 48 48 48 53 58 (or effective length
per Table 3)
GB One-sided” 96 96 96 106 116 0.5 x Actual
Two-sided 48 48 48 53 58 Actual
LIB 60° brace angle 55 62 69 NP NP 55 (max)
45° brace angle 96 108 120 NP NP 96 (max)
SDC A, B and C,
ABW wind speed <100mph | 28 32 34 38 42 48
Supporting roof only 16 16 16 NP NP 48
PFH Supporting one story o4 o4 o4 NP NP 48
and roof
PFG 24 27 33 NP NP 1.5 x Actual

NP = Not permitted

a. Linear interpolation shall be permitted.

b. Contributing length is the horizontal length of a BWP along a BWL that can be counted toward the required bracing
amount for a BWL (see Section 3). Use actual length when it is greater than or equal to the minimum length.

c. As proposed for IRC 2012 by ICC Ad Hoc Committee on Wall Bracing, the minimum lengths for one-sided GB can be
taken as the same for two-sided GB, but the 0.5 x Actual reduction in contributing length still applies to one-sided GB.

“Partial Credit” Allowance for Select Intermittent Bracing Methods

As indicated in Tables 1 and 2 above, the following effective lengths apply when BWPs are less

than the required minimum BWP length of 48 inches for Methods DWB, WSP, SFB, PBS, PCP, and
HPS. The effective length is the “contributing length” that applies toward the required amount
of bracing in a BWL (see Section 3).

Table 3: Effective Lengths for Braced Wall Panels Less Than 48 Inches in Actual Length
(Based on IRC Table R602.10.3)

ACTUAL LENGTH OF EFFECTIVE LENGTH OF BRACED WALL PANEL (in)
BRACED WALL , . , . , .
PANEL (in) 8’ wall height 9’ wall height 10’ wall height
48 48 48 48
42 36 36 N/A
36 27 N/A N/A
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Narrow Panel Bracing for Intermittent Bracing Methods

Table 1 also includes various “narrow panel” bracing methods (i.e., ABW, PFH, and PFG) for use
alone or together in braced wall lines with the standard intermittent bracing methods. These
special bracing methods require different framing and connection techniques that are beyond
typical conventional wood framing practices. They also have use limitations. Therefore, they are
discussed in greater detail as follows:

Method PFG (Portal Frame at Garage without hold-down brackets)

e Use only at garage door openings supporting no more than one floor plus a roof.

e Method PFG shall be constructed in accordance with Figure 7 (see also IRC Section
R602.10.3.4)

¢ PFG panels may be used on one or both sides of the door opening as shown in
Figure 7 below with a header clear span ranging from 2’ to 18’.

e For the purpose of determining provided wall bracing amounts (Section 3), the
length of each PFG braced wall panel shall be multiplied by a factor of 1.5.

e Braced wall panel length shall be a minimum of one-fourth the height of the PFG
as shown in Figure 7 (see Table 2).

e PFG height shall be a maximum of 10 feet (3048 mm) as shown in Figure 7.

e PFG panels must be installed directly on a foundation.

¢ In wind exposure categories C and D, the 1,000-lb header straps required in Figure
7 must be increased in size per 2009 IRC Table R602.10.4.1.1.

NOTE: The limitation of PFG to garage openings only is not justified by the original research
supporting this method. Therefore, it may be used for other applications, such as large window
or door openings on an intermittent braced wall line provided such use is locally approved.
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- EXTENT OF HEADER (TWO BRACED WALL SEGMENTS) -
‘ ‘ TOP PLATE CONTINUITY IS SIDE
r EXTENT OF HEADER (ONE BRACED WALL SEGMENT) —‘ REQUIRED PER R602.3.2 ELEVATION
I [J77 77T TMIN.3°x11.25 NET HEADER T T
12111 |1 HEADER SHALL OCCUR AT TOP OF WALL < Wl
i )i 270 18' (FINISHED WIDTH) =
~ FASTEN SHEATHING TO HEADER WITH 8D COMMON —16D SINKER
| ] NAILSIN 3" GRID PATTERN AS SHOWN AND 3" O.C. IN || [ BRACED NALS IN 2 ROWS
| N FRAMING AS SHOWN (STUDS AND SILLS) TYP. 7 WALL @¥oc.
| : - SEGMENT i :
|  MINIMUM 1000 LB HEADER-TO-JACK STUD STRAP ON — PR ! 1000 LB HEADER-
BOTH SIDES OF OPENING PER TABLE R602.10.4.6 R602.10.4 i : T0-JACK-STUD STRAP
v (INSTALL ON BACKSIDE AS SHOWN ON SIDE ELEVATION) | i ON BOTH SIDES
HEIGHT ||| ||\ HEADER SHALL BE FASTENED TO THE KING STUD WITH ' : OLOPENS
10 === 616D SINKERNALS i
: |/~ FOR A PANEL SPLICE (IF NEEDED) , PANEL EDGES SHALL BE —wooE 1 : ' A
BLOCKED AND OCCUR WITHIN 24* OF MID HEIGHT. ONE ACKSTUDS | ' i ~7H8" MIN.
‘ ROW OF TYP. SHEATHING -TO-FRAMING IS REQUIRED INEACH ||| 1" ber ramLE ‘ i ' THICKNESS WOOD
1| ™l paneL | rso2siaz) | ~ : STRUCTURAL PANEL
|+ R == SHEATHING
| \, ~ WOOD STRUCTURAL PANEL STRENGTH AXiS
N MIN.(2) 24 TYP.
| .
vl [ MIN. LENGTH BASED ON 41 HEIGHT-TO-LENGTH RATIO: N L
— "**F |1 FOR EXAMPLE: 24" MIN. FOR 8' HEIGHT n
- — = ‘U
- MIN.25'x25"x 316" PLATEWASHER =
\- ANCHOR BOLT PERR403.1 6 TYP.—

FOR WIND EXPOSURE CATEGORIES C AND D, ADDITIONAL JACK STUDS MAY BE REQUIRED PER TABLE R602.10.4.6

Figure 7: Method PFG Portal Frame at Garage Door Openings
(Similar to 2009 IRC Figure R602.10.3.4)

Method PFH (Portal Frame with Hold-down Brackets)

e Use on any BWL alone or together with intermittent bracing

e Construct per Figure 8 permitting braced wall panels as narrow as 16” wide
(supporting roof only) or 24” wide (supporting roof plus one floor)

e For the purpose of determining provided bracing amounts (Section 3), each PFH
panel counts as 48 inches of braced wall panel (see Table 2).

e Use for any large opening with header clear span of 6’ to 18’ (not just limited to
garage openings).

e Portal frame braced wall panels must be directly supported on and anchored to a
foundation with hold-down straps (use on lowest story only).

e The foundation must be continuous across the entire length of the braced wall
line. The foundation shall be reinforced as shown on Figure 9.

e |n wind exposure categories C and D, the 1,000-lb header straps required in Figure
8 must be increased in size per 2009 IRC Table R602.10.4.1.1. (This requirement is

implied by Section R602.10.3.4, Item 5, but is not specifically stated in Section
R602.10.3.3 for Method PFH).
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EXTENT OF HEADER
DOUBLE PORTAL FRAME (TWO BRACED WALL PANELS)

EXTENT OF HEADER
<—— SINGLE PORTAL FRAME (ONE BRACED WALL PANEL)

| | |
1020 MIN. 37 x 11 25" NET HEADER i %K ? NP

- 6 TO 18" ! [ —
e
“~FASTEN TOP PLATE TO HEADER WITH TWO TYPICAL PORTAL —
ROWS OF 16D SINKER NAILS AT 3°0.C. TYP. tooo 18|l CONSTRUCAME
i 1000 LB STRAP OPPOSITE SHEATHING

FOR A PANEL SPLICE ||/

IF NEEDED), PANEL 1|
1 . FASTEN SHEATHING TO HEADER WITH 8D COMMON OR ( EDGES SLALL 8E .
MAX 1] . GALVANIZED BOX NAILS IN 3" GRID PATTERN AS SHOWN AND BLOCKED, AND OGCUR |
HEIGHT 1] |- 3"0.C. IN ALLFRAMING (STUDS, BLOCKING, AND SILLS) TYP. WITHIN 242 OF MID- |-\
10 A | HEIGHT. ONE ROW OF .\, a
A |- TYP. SHEATHING-TO- b2 <L
. __MIN.WIDTH = 16" FOR ONE STORY STRUCTURE FRAMING NAILING IS |-
L MIN. WIDTH = 24" FOR USE IN THE FIRST OF TWO REQUIRED. ||+
kg STORY STRUCTURES IF 2x4 BLOCKING IS |.|+
|- USED, THE 2x4'S MUST |.
EN S - BE NAILED TOGETHER [}/
.. - MIN. 214 FRAMING MIN. WITH 3 16D SINKERS |.|. i
il ] 8*MIN. THICKNESS WoOD POUEE 1 Br
— STRUCTURAL PANEL SHEATHING * h A
| T ——==—MIN. 4200 LB TIE-DOWN DEVICE (EMBEDDED INTO Il
B CONCRETE AND NAILED INTO FRAMING) _MIN. 1000 LB A
[ DEVICE -l

| |- I TIE DOWN
I r
|
|

-t

CIE ] T SEE SECTION R602.10.3.3 b D R
el | <
C SR e | - ]

For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm, | foot = 304.8 mm, 1 pound force = 4.448 N.

Figure 8: Method PFH Portal Frame with Hold Downs
(IRC Figure R602.10.3.3)

Method ABW (Alternate Braced Wall Panel with Hold-down Brackets)

The ABW method was one of the original “narrow panel” bracing methods in the IRC;
however, the “partial credit” approach and the newer portal framing methods, both
discussed above, are generally preferred. Use 32” wide ABW per IRC R602.10.3.2 and
Figure 9. Requirements include:

Can be substituted for any 48” wide panel (counts as 48 inches of braced wall
panel length for bracing amount).

Requires sheathing on both sides of braced wall panel when supporting roof plus
one floor; sheathing on one side applies only when supporting roof only.

Alternate braced wall panels must be directly anchored to foundation with hold-
down anchors or straps (use on lowest story only)

The maximum height and minimum length and hold-down force of each panel shall
be in accordance with Table 4:

The panels shall be supported on a foundation or on floor framing supported
directly on a foundation which is continuous across the entire length of the braced
wall line.

In the first story of two-story buildings, each braced wall panel shall meet the
conditions above except that the wood structural panel sheathing edge nailing
spacing shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm) on center.
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PANEL LENGTH PER TABLE R602.10.3.2

|
FOR PANEL SPLICE (IF NEEDED)
i ADJOINING PANEL EDGES SHALL
MEET OVER AND BE FASTENED TO
< ‘ ‘ /H/ 8 COMMON FRAMING
]
MON. ¥2" THICK WOOD STRUCTURAL 8D COMMON OR GALY. BOX
E PANEL SHEATHING ON ONE FACE —______ !____,_A—F-"'(_F NAILS @ 6 O.C. AT PANEL EDGES.
o MINIMUM 2 x 4 ™ + FOR SINGLE STORY AND AT 4"0.C.
1T}
g FRAMING, MINIMUM —_ PANEL EDGES FOR THE FIRST OF 2
- DOUBLE STUDS — STORIES.
ES REQUIRED 8D COMMON OR GALY. BOX
a STUDS UNDER HEADER AS L — NALS@ 12"0.C.AT
o REQUIRED = INTERIOR SUPPORTS
] HOLD-DOWN OR STRAP-TYPE
@ ANCHOR PER TABLE (2) %" DIAMETER ANCHOR BOLTS
R AL BOTLSFOWN FOR - —_ PER FIGURE R403.1.1, LOCATED
) - BETWEEN 6 AND 12 INCHES OF
ANCHORS SHALL BE PERMITTED EACH END OF THE SEGMENT
TO BE ATTACHED OVER THE I |
WOOD STRUCTURAL PANEL - ~ | MINIMUM REINFORCING OF
[ S R I FOUNDATION, ONE #4 BAR TOP AND
BOTTOM OF FOOTING. REINFORCING
< < SHALL BE LAPPED 15 INCHES
| ~T—MINIMUM FOOTING SIZE UNDER
OPENING IS 12'x12”. A TURNED-DOWN
SLAB SHALL BE PERMITTED AT DOOR
OPENINGS. REINFORCING SHALL
BEAS SHOWN ABOVE
For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm.

Figure 9: Alternate Braced Wall Panel
(IRC Figure R602.10.3.2)

Table 4: Hold-Down Forces for Method ABW Braced Wall Panels
(Excerpt from IRC Table R602.10.3.2)

SEISMIC DESIGN HEIGHT OF BRACED WALL PANEL
CATEGORY AND WIND
SPEED 81t 9 ft 10 ft 11t 12 ft
Minimum sheathed length 2 -4 2 -8 210" 3-27 3-6”
SDC A, B and C R602"0'3'?' ite“{f‘lg)hc’]d‘do“’“ 1800 1800 1800 2000 2200
Wind speed < 110 mph orce
1 vl _ ;
R602.10.3.2, item 2 hold-down 3000 3000 3000 3300 3600
force (Ib)
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@ Fitting Large Openings within Code-Compliant Intermittently Braced Wall Lines
Frequently, building designs include large openings within or at the ends of braced wall lines,
especially for entry foyers and ‘great rooms’. For the limits shown in Figure 10, the IRC
intermittent wall bracing methods can accommodate these types of conditions in code-compliant
braced wall lines without requiring use of the narrow panel bracing method discussed above or
the continuous sheathing methods discussed next.

COMPLIANT BRACED
WALL PANEL

COMPLIANT BRACED

WALL PANEL
NOTE: Details applies to great s

room walls, window walls,
garage openings, open foyer
entries, recessed vall portions,
and other similar single or
multi-storyapplications.

Figure 10: Limits for Large Openings in Braced Wall Lines
with Intermittent Bracing
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2.3 Continuously Sheathed Methods

Continuous sheathing methods are relatively new to the IRC and they offer some advantages
relative to the more traditional intermittent bracing methods while providing at least equivalent
performance. The primary advantages include a lesser required length of bracing and smaller
braced wall panel widths than generally possible with the intermittent bracing methods.
However, these walls must be continuously sheathed with either wood structural panels or
structural fiberboard sheathing (or other proprietary sheathings approved for this purpose). In
addition, a number of stipulations affect the appropriate use of these methods.

As shown in Table 5, three methods apply to continuous sheathing with wood structural panels
and one with structural fiberboard sheathing.

Table 5: Continuous Sheathing Bracing Methods
(IRC Table R602.10.4.1, Section R602.10.4 and Section R602.10.5)

METHOD SHEATHING MINIMUM CONNECTION CRITERIA BWP MINIMUM
MATERIAL THICKNESS LENGTH &
MAXIMUM WALL
HEIGHT
See Table 1, Method WSP &:Refer to Table 6
CS-WSP Wood structural 3/8" [also 16ga x1-3/4” staples at
(R602.10.4) panel 3”oc (panel edges) and 6”oc Z:Maximum wall
(intermediate supports)] height of 12 feet
@ d(j:a%:sﬁt " &:Refer to Table 6
garage openings Wood structural 7/16” See Method CS-WSP .. :
only on one side panel u.l_\/laxmum wall
of garage) height of 12 feet
Continuously See Section R602.10.4.1.1 | ~'Referto Table 6
CS-PF » ; ;
sheathed portal 7/16 and discussion below on .. .
(R602.10.4.1.1) frame “narrow panel bracing” &:Maximum wall
height of 10 feet
&:Refer to Table 6
CS-SFB Structural fiber 1
(R602.10.5) board & See Table 1, Method SFB &:Maximum wall

height of 12 feet

4 >

V-

@ IMPORTANT! The CS-WSP and CS-SFB bracing methods are intended to be used in the IRC
together with interior finish of 2” gypsum wall board (or equal) installed in accordance with IRC
Section R702.3 on the inside surface of the wall. If such interior finish is not used, required bracing
amounts (addressed in Section 3) must be increased as addressed in Section 3 of this Guide (see Table
7, footnote ‘f’, and use the 1.4 bracing length adjustment factor for methods WSP and SFB).
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Continuous Sheathing Method General Provisions
Regardless of the continuous sheathing method used, they all share some common requirements
as follows:

e All of the continuous sheathing methods require the same structural panel sheathing material
(wood structural panels or structural fiberboard sheathing) to be used on all sheathable surfaces
on one side of a braced wall line including areas above and below openings.

o Different bracing methods, other than those listed in Table 5, shall not be permitted along a
braced wall line with continuous sheathing.

e Only those full-height braced wall panels complying with the length requirements of Table 6 shall
be permitted to contribute to the minimum required length of bracing (see Section 3).

e Corner studs at the ends of a continuous sheathed braced wall line shall be fastened together in
accordance with Figure 11

e Corners located at the ends of a continuous sheathed braced wall shall include a minimum 24”
braced wall panel on each side of the corner (minimum 32” braced wall panels for CS-SFB) as
shown in Figures 11 and 12 or, alternatively, one of the optional framing conditions in Figures 13
through 15 shall be provided.

For additional restrictions on Method CS-PF, see below section on narrow wall options.

Table 6: Length Requirements for Braced Walls with Continuous Sheathing®
(Based on IRC Table R602.10.4.2 and Table R602.10.5.2)

METHOD MINIMUM LENGTH (in)
(See Table 5) Wall Height CS;LSﬁﬁ?;%G
8f | oft |10ft | 11ft | 121t
CS-G 24 | 27 | 30 | NP | NP Actual
CS-PF 16 | 18 20 NP NP Actual
Adjacent Clear Opening Height (in)
<64 24 | 27 | 30 | 33 | 36
68 26 | 27 | 30 | 33 | 36
72 27 | 27 | 30 | 33 | 36
76 30 | 29 | 30 | 33 | 36
80 32 | 30 | 30 | 33 | 36
84 35 | 32 | 32 | 33 | 36
88 38 | 35 | 33 | 33 | 36
92 43 | 37 | 35 | 35 | 36
96 48 | 41 | 38 | 36 | 36
100 44 | 40 | 38 | 38
CS-WSP, CS-SFB 104 490 | 43 | 40 | 39 Actual
108 54 | 46 | 43 | 41
112 50 | 45 | 43
116 55 | 48 | 45
120 60 | 52 | 48
124 56 | 51
128 61 | 54
132 66 | 58
136 62
140 66
144 72

NP = Not permitted

a. Linear interpolation shall be permitted.

b. Contributing length is the length of a BWP along a BWL that can be counted toward the required bracing amount
for a BWL (see Section 3). Use actual length when it is greater than or equal to the minimum length.
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Figures 11 and 12 show typical corner framing requirements (including corner return panels) for
the continuous sheathing methods.

Ay __—— SEE TABLE R602.3(1) FOR FASTENING
MINIMUM 24 IN. WOOD = —

STRUCTURAL PANEL OR 32 IN.

STRUCTURAL FIBERBOARD
SHEATHING CORNER RETURN

ORIENTATION OF STUD MAY VARY SEE FIGURE R602.3(2)
16D NAIL (324" % 0.1317)

AT12IN.O.C.

GYPSUM WALLBOARD AS REQUIRED AND INSTALLED IN
/ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 7

| | %
‘
/ \4//' \ CONTINUOUS WOOD
SEE TABLE Re023(1)  STRUCTURAL PANEL

BRACED WALL LINE

OPTIONAL NONSTRUCTURAL —=
FILLER PANEL

SEE TABLE R602.3(1)
FOR FASTENING FOR FASTENING

(a) OUTSIDE CORNER DETAIL

CONTINUOUS WOOD
ORIENTATION OF STUDS MAY VARY. STRUCTURAL PANEL OR
SEE FIGURE R602.3(2) STRUCTURAL FIBERBOARD
1 BRACED WALL LINE
i
1
16D NAIL (3% x 0.131")— | "
AT12INOC. —" SEE TABLE R602.3(1) FOR FASTENING
GYPSUM WALLBOARD AS
REQUIRED AND INSTALLED
INACCORDANCE WITH SEE TABLE R602.3(1) FOR FASTENING
CHAPTER 7
MINIMUM 24 IN. WOOD —
STRUCTURAL PANEL SHEATHING
OR 32 IN. STRUCTURAL =
FIBERBOARD CORNER RETURN Al

(b) INSIDE CORNER DETAIL

Figure 11: Corner Framing for Continuous Structural Sheathing
(IRC Figure R602.10.4.4(1))
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L
g N

7
CORNER DETAIL
PER FIGURE R602.10.4.4(1) AN

CLEAR
OPENING
HEIGHT
CLEAR
OPENING
HEIGHT

CLEAR
OPENING HEIGHT

A 4 /

BRACED WALL PANELS —— MINIMUM 2’
MEETING MINIMUM REQUIRED LENGTH RETURN CORNER
PER SECTION R602.10.4.2 OR R602.10.5
AT BOTH ENDS OF BRACED WALL LINE

(ALL OTHER FRAMED PORTIONS OF

WALLALSO SHEATHED)

!

For SI: 1 foot =304.8 mm.
Figure 12: Corner Return Detail for Braced Wall Line with Continuous Sheathing
(IRC Figure R602.10.4.4(2))

Figures 13-15 show various options to address different corner situations that may arise when
using the continuous sheathing methods. These options give the user greater flexibility in the
design of code compliant braced wall lines. For example, Figure 13 eliminates the corner return
panel in exchanged for a 800 b hold-down at the corner and the option shown in Figure 15 allows
a door or window opening to be placed in close proximity to a corner (as is permitted with the
intermittent bracing methods discussed earlier).

Zy B

CORNER DETAIL
/ PER FIGURE R602.10.4.4(1)

CLEAR
OPENING
HEIGHT
CLEAR
OPENING
HEIGHT

CLEAR
OPENING HEIGHT

BRACED WALL PANELS / \ 800 LB-HOLD-DOWN

MEETING MINIMUM REQUIRED LENGTH DEVICE IN LIEU OF
PER SECTION R602.10.4.2 or R602.10.5 CORNER RETURN
AT BOTH ENDS OF BRACED WALL LINE
(ALL OTHER FRAMED PORTIONS OF
WALL ALSO SHEATHED)

For SI: 1 inch =254 mm, | pound =4448 N.
Figure 13: Braced Wall Line with Continuous Sheathing and without Corner Return Detail
(IRC Figure R602.10.4.4(3)
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12'-6"MAX - SDC A, B AND C
8-0°MAX — 8DC D,, [, AND D,

y 7
CORMER DETAIL
PER FIGURE R602.10.4 4(1) .

CLEAR
OPENING
HEIGHT
CLEAR
OPENING
HEIGHT

CLEAR
OPENING HEIGHT

N k |
|
MINIMUM 2" PANELS AT
BRACED WALL PANELS BOTH SIDES OF CORNER

MEETING MINIMUM REQUIRED LENGTH
PER SECTION RE602.10.4 2 OR R602.10.5
AT BOTH ENDS OF BRACED WALL LINE
(ALL OTHER FRAMED PORTIONS OF
WALL ALSO SHEATHED)

For SI: ' 1 inch = 25.4 mm.

Figure 14: BRACED WALL LINE WITH CONTINUOUS SHEATHING-
FIRST BRACED WALL PANEL AWAY FROM END OF WALL LINE WITHOUT TIE DOWN
(IRC Figure R602.10.4.4(4))

12-6"MAX— SDC A BAND C
8-0"MAX -SDCD,, O, AND D,

7] Pl
CORNER
DETAIL
PER FIGURE
> R602.10.4.4(1)
o
ZZt £
yzao €]
od¥ zg
dg ]

o=z

P-4

w

o

&

L g
800 LB-HOLD-DOWN
DEVICE IN LIEU OF
BRACED WALL PANELS
MEETING MINIMUM REQUIRED LENGTH CORNER RETURN

PER SECTION R602.10.4.2 OR R602.10.5
AT BOTH ENDS OF BRACED WALL LINE
(ALL OTHER FRAMED PORTIONS OF
'WALL ALSO SHEATHED)

For SI: 1 foot =305 mm. 1 pound = 4.448 N.
Figure 15: BRACED WALL LINE WITH CONTINUOUS SHEATHING—FIRST BRACED WALL
PANEL AWAY FROM END OF WALL LINE WITH HOLD-DOWN
(IRC Figure R602.10.4.4(5)
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Narrow Panel Bracing for Use with Continuous Wood Structural Panel Sheathing

Table 5 also includes two “narrow panel” bracing methods (i.e., CS-G and CS-PF) for use alone or
together in braced wall lines with the continuous wood structural panel sheathing (i.e., CS-WSP).
These special bracing methods require different framing and connection techniques that are
beyond typical conventional wood framing practices. They also have use limitations. Therefore,
they are discussed in greater detail as follows:

Method CS-G
A special exception to Table 6 provides for CS-WSP braced wall panel widths as narrow as
2 feet for limited use in a garage opening wall per Table 6. Restrictions include:

Must meet the requirements of the continuous sheathing method general provisions above
and is limited to the CS-WSP bracing method.

Must be adjacent to a garage opening that supports a roof only (single story garage);
limited to use on one side of garage only.

Garage opening wall is braced with the continuous structural sheathing method (including
corner detail per Figures 11 through 15).

Wall height is less than or equal to 10°.

Method CS-PF
Use a portal frame without hold-down brackets that permits braced wall panels as narrow
as 16” wide per Figure 16. Restrictions include:

Must meet the requirements of the continuous sheathing method general provisions above.
Continuous portal frame braced wall panels shall be constructed in accordance with Figure
16. The number of continuous portal frame panels in a single braced wall line shall not
exceed four.

There shall be a maximum of two braced wall segments per header and header clear span
shall not be less than 2 feet or greater than 18 feet.

Wall height shall not exceed 10 feet measured from the top of the header to the bottom of
the bottom plate as shown in Figure 16.

Where a “pony wall” is constructed above the CS-PF header to accommodate an increased
wall height, refer to 2009 IRC Table R602.10.4.1.1 for increased size for the 1,000 lb
header strap shown in Figure 16. The strap provides uplift restraint to the CS-PF header as
well as out-of-plane stability to resist wind loads.
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EXTENT OF HEADER (TWO BRAGED WALL NTS) -
TOP PLATE CONTINUITY IS
REQUIRED PER RE023.2
- EXTENT OF HEADER (ONE BRACED WALL SEGMENT) — =
ET T E
I PRra— |_~SHEATHING FILLER
sl e MIN. 3"x 11-}"NET HEADER; PR IF NEEDED
N DD HEADER SHALL OCCLR AT TOP OF WALL e PN )
:\ PR il 1 I T
| 1 2770 18" (FINISHED WIDTH)
) 1 FASTEN SHEATHING TO HEADER WITH 8D COMMON
] ’ NAILS IN 3" GRID PATTERN AS SHOWN AND 2°0.C. IN
| . FRAMING AS SHOWN (STUDS AND SILLS) TYP. BRACED WAL . .
4 |- . LINEWITH T g 16D SINKER
] Il ™ HEADER SHALL BE FASTENED TG THE I e o : : MAILS IN 2 FOWS
) [\, KING STUD WITH 6-18D SINKER NAILS e . . o T OC,
Max. || i E 8
HEIGHT ||
10 | 1000 LB HEADER-TO-JACK-STUD STRAP ON BOTH SIDES . \
I8 OF OPENING (INSTALL ON BACKSIDE AS SHOWN ON . . 4000 LB HEADER-
i SIDE ELEVATION) . . TO-JACK-STUD STRAP
"o oF . - ON BOTH SIDES
I ¥ . . - OF OPENING
i \_ JACK STUDS . .
il i FORA PANEL SPLICE {IF NEEDED), PANEL EDGES SHALL BE PER TABLE
BLOCKED AND OCCUR WITHIN 2470 F MID HEIGHT, ONE RE02 5(182) : -
& ROW OF TYP. SHEATHING-TO-FRAMING IS REQUIRED IN EACH : i
1 PANEL. : :
H | WOOD STRUCTURAL PANEL STRENGTHAXIS . . \_
: B[ MIN. (2) 25 TYP. . . 3" MIN.
v bl s .:\_LENGIH BASED ON TABLE R602.104.2 . THCKIESS Wooh.
okt — == SHEATHING
.
-
-
ANCHOR BOLT PER R403.1.6 TYP.
MIN. 225 " PLATE WASHER
— A _ v
¥ ¢
NAIL SOLE PLATE
%ﬁ%gg{ﬂ W . NAIL SOLE
il .. PLATE TO JOIST
FRAMING ANCHORS e .. PER TABLE
&701B T e - FB02.3(1)
87018 — e -

WOOD STRUCTURAL PANEL SHEATHING OVER APPROVED BAND JOIST

OVER RAISED WOOD FLOOR OR SECOND FLOOR - FRAMING ANCHOR OPTION ;E:E?gsﬂ

A A A A
¥

NAIL SOLE PLATE -
TO JOIST PER -
H - MAIL SOLE
TABLE RE02.3(1) \ ‘:} il [ PLATE TO JOIST
8D COMMON NAILS | |-

PER TABLE
3"0.LC. TOP AND BOTTOM RB02.3(1)

WOOD STRUCTURAL PANEL SHEATHING OVER APPROVED BAND JOIST
OVER RAISED WOOD FLOOR OR SECOND FLOOR — WOOD STRUCTURAL PANEL OVERLAP OPTION

APPROVED
BAND JOIST

For SI: 1 inch =254 mm, 1 foot =304.8 mm, 1 pound force = 4.448 N. NOTTO SEALE

Figure 16: Method CS-PF: Continuous Portal Frame Construction
(IRC Figure R602.10.4.1.1)
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2.4 Important Construction Requirements for Wall Bracing

Basic Connection Requirements for Braced Wall Panels

o Attach bracing panels or braces to wall framing in accordance with bracing method
descriptions per Table 1 or 4 above or IRC Section R602.10.2.
o Support and attach all horizontal and vertical joints of sheathing used as braced wall

panels to wall framing or minimum 2x blocking per IRC Section R602.10.8. Blocking is not
required at horizontal sheathing joints under the following exceptions:

1. Blocking at horizontal joints shall not be required in wall segments that are not counted as
braced wall panels.

2. Where the bracing length provided is at least twice the minimum length required by Tables
R602.10.1.2(1) and R602.10.1.2(2) blocking at horizontal joints shall not be required in
braced wall panels constructed using Methods WSP, SFB, GB, PBS or HPS.

3. When Method GB panels are installed horizontally, blocking of horizontal joints is not
required.

4. Vertical joints of panel sheathing shall be permitted to occur over double studs, where
adjoining panel edges are attached to separate studs with the required panel edge
fastening schedule, and the adjacent studs are attached together with 2 rows of 10d box
nails (3”x0.128”) at 10” o.c. (This exception is based on a pending 2012 IRC code change).

e Adhesive (glue) attached braced wall panels are not permitted in SDC C or D per IRC
Section R602.10.2.2 (not applicable to the scope of this Guide).

e Connect sole plates at braced wall panel locations to wood floor framing (joists or
blocking) with 3-16d box nails (3-1/2” x 0.135”) at 16” o.c. per 2009 IRC Table R602.3(1)
or to foundations using ¥2” anchor bolts (or equivalent) per 2009 IRC Section R403.1.6
(includes clarification for anchor bolt placement in BWL sole plates).

Blocking Requirements for Floor and Roof Framing at Braced Wall Panel Locations

Where braced wall panels are not aligned with floor and roof framing members, the 2009 IRC
contains new and expanded blocking requirements to ensure the proper transfer of lateral loads
into and out of the braced panels (refer to 2009 IRC Section R602.10.6). Like a continuous load
path to resist wind uplift loads, a continuous load path is also required to transfer racking loads
from the building roof and floor framing into and out of braced wall panels. However, where the
distance between the BWP top plate and roof sheathing at eaves is 9-1/4” or less, blocking
between roof rafters or trusses at BWP locations “need not be installed.”

Braced Wall Panel Wind Uplift Connections

The following provisions are new to the IRC 2009 and are required to ensure that braced wall
panels perform adequately when subjected to roof uplift loads while also resisting lateral
(racking) load from wind:

R602.10.1.2.1 Braced wall panel uplift load path. Braced wall panels located at exterior walls that
support roof rafters or trusses (including stories below top story) shall have the framing members
connected in accordance with one of the following:

1. Fastening in accordance with Table R602.3(1) where:
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1.1. The basic wind speed does not exceed 90 mph (40 m/s), the wind exposure
category is B, the roof pitch is 5:12 or greater, and the roof span is 32 feet (9754
mm) or less, or

1.2. The net uplift value at the top of a wall does not exceed 100 plf. The net uplift
value shall be determined in accordance with Section R802.11 and shall be
permitted to be reduced by 60 plf (86 N/mm) for each full wall above.

2. Where the net uplift value at the top of a wall exceeds 100 plf (146 N/mm), installing
approved uplift framing connectors to provide a continuous load path from the top of the wall
to the foundation. The net uplift value shall be as determined in Item 1.2 above.

3. Bracing and fasteners designed in accordance with accepted engineering practice to resist
combined uplift and shear forces.

Note: While not specifically required by the 2009 IRC, it also is advisable to follow the
above uplift connection requirements for portions of walls that are not BWPs to ensure a
continuous load path from the roof, through bearing walls, to the foundation or to a
point where the uplift load is 100 plf or less. However, meeting this new uplift
requirement can be overly conservative in low wind hazard regions of the U.S. unless
improved wind uplift load requirements proposed for Section R802.11 of the 2012 IRC are
applied (refer to ICC code proposal RB156-09/ 10 available at www.iccsafe.org )

Braced Wall Panel Support
Section R602.10.7 of the 2009 IRC contains the following requirements for support of braced wall
panels:

¢ Floor cantilevers supporting braced wall lines shall have solid blocking at the nearest
bearing wall location except when the floor cantilever is not more than 24 inches, a full-
height rim joist is provided at the end of the cantilevered floor joists, and the Seismic Design
Category is A, B, or C.

e Elevated post and pier foundations supporting braced wall line must be laterally braced in
accordance with accepted engineering practice (i.e., the IRC does not provide a prescriptive
bracing solution for this type of foundation system)

e Masonry stem walls less than 48 inches in length supporting braced wall panels must be
reinforced per 2009 IRC Figure R602.10.7. Also, masonry stem walls shall not be used to
support ABW or PFH braced wall panels which require embedded hold-down devices.
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Section 3: Applying the Code

4 -

V==
@ Refer to Section 1 of this Guide for important information on basic concepts and
requirements related to braced wall lines, braced wall panels, braced wall panel
location, braced wall line spacing, mixing of bracing methods, and angled corners.
Refer to Section 2 of this Guide for specific requirements related to the various braced
wall panel construction methods. Section 3 relies on information from these previous

sections.

3.1 Overview

The primary objective of the 2009 IRC wall bracing provisions - to ensure that dwellings are
adequately braced to prevent collapse - is summed-up in Table 7 and its required minimum
bracing length requirements. Thus, Table 7 must be applied in unison with the various concepts
and detailed requirements found in Sections 1 and 2 of this Guide. To assist in integrating all the
relevant information for a code-compliant wall bracing design, this section:

1. provides a comprehensive step-by-step procedure for applying the code (Section 3.2),

2. demonstrates how to calculate the required length of bracing using Table 7 and its many
footnoted adjustment factors or multipliers (Section 3.3), and

3. shows how to determine the length of bracing provided by code compliant braced wall
panels within a braced wall line (Section 3.4).

In the end, a code-compliant bracing plan will contain an acceptable arrangement of braced
wall lines, each with an acceptable arrangement of braced wall panels having a total length that
meets or exceeds the minimum length of bracing required by Table 7, including all applicable
adjustment factors found in footnotes to Table 7.
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Table 7: Length of Bracing Requirements
(IRC Table R602.10.1.2(1))

BRACING REQUIREMENTS BASED ON WIND SPEED
(as a function of braced wall line spacing)

EXPOSURE CATEGORY B, 30 FT MEAN ROOF HEIGHT,
10 FT EAVE TO RIDGE HEIGHT,
,10FT WALL HEIGHT. MINIMUM TOTAL LENGTH (fest) OF BRACED WALL PANELS REQUIRED ALONG
Methods DWB,
Basic m;:)Speed Lfci:g:n Brsa;:;n\:a(llleléige Method LIB"" (dﬁ"féT: :ie?ead)" WSP‘HSEFSI?-" Pep, csnhnet;;lll;li?'nzs

10 35 35 2.0 1.5

20 6.0 6.0 35 3.0

30 8.5 8.5 5.0 4.5

ﬁ @ 40 11.5 11.5 6.5 5.5

50 14.0 14.0 8.0 7.0

60 16.5 16.5 9.5 8.0

10 6.5 6.5 35 3.0

20 11.5 11.5 6.5 5.5

<85 30 16.5 16.5 9.5 8.0
(mph) e& @ 40 21.5 21.5 12.5 10.5
50 26.5 26.5 15.0 13.0

60 31.5 31.5 18.0 15.5

10 NP 9.0 5.5 4.5

20 NP 17.0 10.0 8.5
30 NP 245 14.0 12.0

ﬁ @ 40 NP 32.0 18.0 15.5
50 NP 39.0 22.5 19.0

60 NP 46.5 26.5 215

10 35 35 2.0 2.0

20 7.0 7.0 4.0 3.5

30 9.5 9.5 55 5.0

ﬁ @ 40 12.5 12.5 1.5 6.0

50 15.5 15.5 9.0 1.5

60 18.5 18.5 10.5 9.0

10 7.0 7.0 4.0 3.5

20 13.0 13.0 1.5 6.5

<00 @ 30 18.5 18.5 10.5 9.0
(mph) ﬁ @ 40 24.0 240 14.0 12.0
50 295 205 17.0 14.5
60 35.0 35.0 20.0 17.0

10 NP 10.5 6.0 5.0

20 NP 19.0 11.0 9.5

30 NP 275 155 135

ﬁ @ 40 NP 355 20.5 17.5

50 NP 44.0 25.0 21.5

60 NP 52.0 30.0 255

(continued)
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BRACING REQUIREMENTS BASED ON WIND SPEED
(as a function of braced wall line spacing)

EXPOSURE CATEGORY B, 30 FT MEAN ROOF HEIGHT,
10 FT EAVE TO RIDGE HEIGHT,
) ‘IBDHI;TC\gSId;AI'IIiIfn‘TE,S MINIMUM TOTAL LENGTH QSEE%E:EQSE\E)AVEI?II:II-NZANELS REQUIRED ALONG
Method DWB,
Basic m;ﬁ)smd Lsct:t?clan LineB ;‘::caec?nv;a(lfleet) Method LIB" " (do“ﬂiﬁ'éﬁiﬁfd)n WSP'|-|SP':£;I:;;-'i Pep. Cé’n'?é?#ﬁis

10 45 45 25 2.5

20 8.5 8.5 5.0 40

30 12,0 12.0 7.0 6.0

ﬁ @ 40 15.5 15.5 9.0 75

50 19.0 19.0 11.0 0.5

60 225 225 130 11.0

10 8.5 8.5 5.0 45

20 16.0 16.0 9.0 8.0

<100 30 23.0 23.0 130 11.0
(mph) e @ 40 29.5 29.5 17.0 14.5
50 36.5 36.5 21.0 18.0

60 435 435 25.0 21.0

10 NP 125 75 6.0

20 NP 235 13.5 11.5

30 NP 34.0 19.5 16.5

ﬁ @ 40 NP 44.0 25.0 21.5

50 NP 54.0 31.0 26.5

60 NP 64.0 36.5 31.0

10 55 55 3.0 3.0

20 10.0 10.0 6.0 5.0

30 14.5 14.5 8.5 7.0

ﬁ @ 40 18.5 18.5 11.0 9.0

50 23.0 23.0 130 11.5

60 275 215 15.5 13.5

10 10.5 10.5 6.0 5.0

20 19.0 19.0 110 9.5

<110 30 275 215 16.0 13.5
(mph) ﬁ @ 40 36.0 36.0 205 175
50 44.0 44.0 255 21.5

60 52.5 525 30.0 25.5

10 NP 15.5 9.0 75
20 NP 28.5 16.5 14.0
30 NP 41.0 235 20.0
ﬁ @ 40 NP 53.0 30.5 26.0
50 NP 65.5 375 32.0

60 NP 715 445 375
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TABULATED FOOTNOTES FOR TABLE 7 (IRC TABLE R602.10.1.2(1)):

FOOTNOTE SUPPORT/STORY CONDITION ADJUSTMENT APPLICABLE
DESCRIPTION APPLICATION FACTOR BRACING METHODS
B 1.0
One story structure C 1.2
D 1.5
B 1.0
(bégg)gosrl;re Two-story structure C 1.3
D 1.6
B 1.0
Three-story structure C 1.4
D 1.7
<5ft 0.7
10 ft 1.0
Roof only 15 ft 13
20 ft 1.6
<5ft 0.85
(C)rﬁngﬁ;\éﬁ;to' Roof + 1 floor 12 2 11.'105 All methods
20 ft 1.3
<5ft 0.9
10 ft 1.0
Roof + 2 floors 15 ft 11
20 ft Not permitted
8 ft 0.9
. 9 ft 0.95
(d;maslirzzﬂht Any story 10 ft 1.0
11 ft 1.05
12 ft 1.1
(e) Number of braced g 12
wall lines (per plan Any story )
direction) 4 1.45
=5 1.6
. . . DWB, WSP, SFB,
(f,h) tI)r(1)t§rrc||ofrir%:]i)S/Esum Any story Omltted(;‘][%mwlgzlde face 14 PBS, PCP, HPS, CS-
WSP, CS-G, CS-SFB
4’oc at panel edges,
(9) nypsum board Any story including top and _bottom 0.7 GB
astening plates and all horizontal
joints blocked
(i) Inclusion of 800-Ib Supporting roof only 0.8 DWB, WSP, SFB,
hold-downs (top story) ) PBS, PCP, HPS
NOTES:

e Linear interpolation shall be permitted.
e The total adjustment factor is the product of all applicable adjustment factors.
e For the purposes of this Guide, the amount of GB bracing required by Table 7 is not doubled when GB is applied to
one side of the wall. Instead, this Guide requires that the length of bracing provided by one-sided GB be multiplied
by 0.5 when determining the bracing length provided on a BWL (see Section 3.4). This approach is consistent with
the intent of the 2009 IRC based on a pending code proposal for the 2012 IRC.
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3.2 Applying the Code: Step by Step
Applying the wall bracing provisions of the IRC to a building plan is best approached like a

routine and

methodical accounting task. Follow the steps below, capturing your information on

the attached worksheet (see Appendix A) to arrive at a code-compliant wall bracing plan.

Step 1: Designate and label BWLs on the building plan for each story level and plan direction

Step 2:

Step 3:

Step 4:

Step 5:

Step 6:

Step 7:

(N-S and E-W); identify BWL endpoints and check BWL offsets for compliance with
the 4’ offset rule (see Section 1.6).

Determine the BWL support condition (roof only, roof plus one floor, or roof plus two
floors) and assign a BWL spacing value (feet) to each BWL based on the greatest
distance to the adjacent parallel BWLs (see Section 1.6).

Select a braced wall panel construction method ormethods for each braced wall line
(see Section 2).

Determine the tabulated bracing amount for each BWL (see Table 8 of Section 3) and
multiply by all appropriate adjustment factors in footnotes to Table 8. After all
required adjustments, the amount of bracing for each BWL shall not be taken as less

than 48 inches.

Determine the total length of code-compliant BWPs provided in each BWL (verify
compliance with BWP minimum length and adjustments to contributing length as
appropriate to the specific BWP construction method - see Section 2).

Verify that the provided total length of bracing from Step 5 meets or exceeds the
minimum required length of bracing from Step 4.

Verify that the BWP spacing limit (e.g., maximum 25’oc) and cumulative end distance
(e.g., maximum 12.5 feet ) of BWPs from the ends of a BWL are met. Also verify that
special corner framing and end panel conditions are provided with the continuous
sheathing methods (see Section 2.3).

NOTE: If the bracing requirements are NOT met in the above steps, consider the following

options to find a compliant solution for each non-compliant BWL:

e Reduce or shift braced wall line openings to allow space for required BWPs.

e Reduce BWL spacing (or use interior braced wall lines) to reduce the minimum
required bracing amount.

e Limit braced wall line offsets to minimize the number of BWL endpoints which
trigger the need to location BWPs within 12.5 feet (cumulative) of each BWL
endpoint.

e Select a different bracing method which requires less bracing or use one of the
various means to reduce BWP widths as discussed in Section 2.

e Use a supplemental solution (See Section 4: ‘Beyond Code’ Bracing Solutions)
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3.3 Calculating the Required Length of Bracing

Step 4 of Section 3.2 directs the code user to determine the required length of bracing using
Table 7 and its many adjustment factors (footnotes). The minimum total length of braced wall
panels required on a given braced wall line depends on:

o the design wind speed for the building site (per Chapter 3 of the IRC, including
consideration of the site wind exposure and topographic effects, if any)

the number of stories supported by the BWL under consideration,

the spacing of adjacent BWLs,

the braced wall panel construction method used, and

various adjustment factors in footnotes to Table 7 which “fine tune” bracing amounts
to a specific building application.

O O O O

In addition, IRC Section R602.10.1.2 requires that the minimum total length of bracing in a
braced wall line not be taken less than 48 inches.

Determining the required bracing length for each braced wall line can be easily achieved with
the use of a hand-held calculator and the following formula:

Minimum Required Bracing = (Tabulated Bracing Length per Table7) x (applicable
adjustments in footnotes to Table 7)

OR
L’ =L x (b) x (c) x (d) x (e) x (f,h) x (g) x (i)
where,
L’ = the adjusted minimum required length of bracing
L = the tabulated (unadjusted) length of bracing from Table 7
(b)-(i) = various adjustment factors (footnotes) to Table 7 - use as applicable
For example, consider the house in Figure 17 and BWL #2 in the East-West plan direction
supporting one floor and the roof (i.e., the bottom story street-facing entry wall line). Assume
the following conditions:

Design Wind Speed: 90 mph, Exposure B (no topographic effects)

BWL Supporting: roof + 1 floor

BWL Spacing: 30 (maximum distance to BWL #1 or #3)

Bracing Method: WSP  (intermittent bracing)

L (Table 7): 10.5’ (tabulated length of bracing, unadjusted)
Factor (b): 1.0 (exposure B, 2 stories)

Factor (c): 1.1 (roof eave-to-ridge height of 13’, interpolated)
Factor (d): 0.95 (9’ ceiling height)

Factor (e): 1.3 (three braced wall lines in E-W plan direction)
Factor (f,h): 1.0 (gypsum board finish provided on interior side)
Factor (g): 1.0 (N/A, GB bracing method not used)

Factor (i): 1.0 (N/A, 800# hold-down not used on BWPs)
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Plugging the numbers into the bracing length equation and multiplying yields:
L’ =10.5" x (1.0) x (1.1) x (0.95) x (1.3) x (1.0) x (1.0) x (1.0) = 14.26 feet

The calculated decimal feet of bracing required can be converted to feet-inches as follows using
a hand-held calculator:

14.26 feet = 14 feet + 7 inches
0.26 feet x 12 inches per foot = 3 inches (rounded to nearest inch)
14.26 feet = 14 feet - 3 inches

Thus, a total of 14’-3” of bracing is required on BWL#2 for the bottom story of the example
house shown in Figure 17 for the conditions as given above.

ADEQUATE BRACING INADEQUATE BRACING
{CODE COMFPLIANT) {NON-COMPLIANT)

L O

s L m
A CER AT IANE [ 1
BRACED WALL LINE 53 -

AT n

Figure 17: Example house plan for bracing length calculation

In the Design Example Supplement to this Guide, calculation of the required bracing lengths is
demonstrated for a variety of bracing methods and conditions on two typical house plans.

Foam Sheathing Coalition | www.foamsheathing.org | Promoting the Proper Technical Lse of Foam Sheathing

Copyright 2009 « Version 2.1
40



BN IRC Wall Bracing: A Guide for Builders, Designers and Plan Reviewers

Foam Sheathing Coalition

Version 2.1 - IBS 2010 Special Resource Edition

3.4 Verifying the Provided Length of Bracing

In Section 3.2, Step 5 prompts the user to determine the length of bracing provided in a braced
wall line by counting the total length of code-compliant braced wall panels. In Step 6 of Section
3.2, this amount is then compared to the required amount of bracing (as determined in the
previous section or Step 4 of Section 3.2) to verify compliance. This process is repeated for each
braced wall line in a building. The provided length of bracing (cumulative length of braced wall
panels) within a braced wall line is determined as follows:

In the previous example (Figure 17, Section 3.3), the required amount of bracing for BWL
#2 (first story level) was determined to be 14’-3” of WSP bracing method. In Figure 17,
there are four potential locations for BWPs on the exterior wall line designated as BWL #2
(assuming the wall does not continue through the garage). Thus, the width of each of
these four wall segments must be roughly 43 inches (14’-3” divided by 4, or 171”/4 = 43”
rounded to the nearest inch) assuming equal panel widths. However, this BWP length is
less than the minimum BWP length required for the WSP bracing method (see Table 2,
Section 2.1). Therefore, a 48” BWP width is required for each wall segment for a total of
4 panels x 4 feet per panel = 16 feet of total bracing. This amount of bracing, if feasible,
exceeds the required 14’-3” of WSP bracing. If insufficient space exists for 48-inch-long
BWPs, other alternatives must be considered such as the CS-WSP or CS-SFB bracing
methods. Using the “partial credit” approach for braced wall panels less than 48 inches in
length (see Section 2.1, Table 3) can also be considered but, in this case, would only
result in the allowance for 46” braced wall panel actual length giving an effective length
of 43” (by interpolation using Table 3). Thus, using four 46” BWPs panels would barely
exceed the required bracing amount of 14’-3” (i.e., 4 panels x 43” effective length per
panel = 172” or 14’-4”). For this particular example, using the continuous sheathing
methods (or a code-approved proprietary bracing method) appears to be more practical
for the lower story BWL #2, but it also would require verifying acceptable BWP lengths for
each wall segment based on adjacent opening clear heights (see Table 6, Section 2.3).
For other braced wall lines, however, the intermittent bracing methods would generally
present few challenges, especially on the 2" story level.

In the Design Example Supplement to this Guide, determination of braced wall panel lengths
provided by use of various braced wall panel construction methods is demonstrated for two
typical house plans and a variety of conditions.
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Section 4: ‘Beyond Code’ Bracing Solutions

4.1 Overview
When the IRC bracing methods fail to provide a workable or code-compliant solution for a given
braced wall line or for a dwelling as a whole, consider:

e Custom engineered solutions (Section 4.2),
e Useful engineering concepts (Section 4.3), and
e Code approved proprietary bracing products (Section 4.4).

4.2 Custom Engineered Solutions
Using custom engineered bracing solutions for an entire dwelling or for a non-compliant portion
of a dwelling is permitted per IRC Sections R104.10, R104.11 and R301.1.3.

In general, an engineered solution must comply with accepted engineering practice using the
building code resources and standards listed in Section 6 of this Guide. Accepted engineering
practice may also involve use of recognized design resources such as the Residential Structural
Design Guide (HUD, 2000) which provides data and insights beyond those found in building codes,
design standards and typical textbooks (see Section 6: Resources and References) .

Remember, though, all of these sources of “accepted engineering practice” do not replace the
need for practical engineering judgment in designing a wall bracing solution for a conventional
wood frame dwelling. In part, this is because the structural performance of conventional light-
frame construction - particularly at a system level - is not easily or accurately predicted by
current conventions of engineering theory and analysis (Crandell and Kochkin, 2003). Therefore,
it is important to employ a design professional or engineer that has a practical understanding of
residential wood frame construction and structural design.

Unfortunately, in many cases the application of accepted engineering practice as regulated in
the building code generally results in a very conservative design for lateral bracing in comparison
to the IRC wall bracing provisions. However, for buildings within the scope of the IRC, the
engineering approach used to develop the IRC bracing requirements (i.e., Table 7) may be
considered as an acceptable engineering practice (in fact, it is recognized as such by its use as
the basis for the IRC bracing provisions). The IRC engineering approach for “braced walls” (as
different from “shear walls” - the term for traditionally engineered walls) is detailed in Crandell
(2007) and Crandell and Martin (2009); refer to Section 6: Resources and References. This
method, however, must be applied by a registered design professional in conformance with
locally applicable laws for the practice of engineering. The design professional must also
determine design loads as required by the locally applicable building code. While this may add
design fees to the cost of construction, a specific analysis using the IRC engineering procedure
can result in significant cost-savings and construction efficiencies.

As an alt