
Enduring Understandings Learning Objectives Essential Knowledge

A. The form, function, and size
of urban settlements are 

constantly changing

Explain the factors that initiate and 
drive urbanization and 

suburbanization

Site and situation influence the origin, function, and growth of cities

Transportation and communication have facilitated urbanization (e.g., 
Borchert’s epochs of urban growth) and suburbanization

Improvements in agriculture and transportation, population growth, 
migration, economic development, and government policies influence 

urbanization

World cities function at the top of the world’s urban hierarchy and drive 
globalization

Megacities are rapidly increasing in countries of the periphery and 
semiperiphery

Megacities and world cities experience economic, social, political, and 
environmental challenges

B. Models help to understand 
the distribution and size of cities

Apply models to explain the 
hierarchy and interaction patterns of 

urban settlements
Models that are useful for explaining the distribution and size of cities 

include the rank-size rule, the law of the primate city, and Christaller’s 
central place theory

The gravity model is useful in explaining interactions among networks of 
cities

C. Models of internal city 
structure and urban 

development provide a 
framework for urban analysis

Explain the models of internal city 
structure and urban development

Classic models that are useful for explaining the internal structures of cities 
and urban development are the Burgess concentric-zone model, the Hoyt 

sector model, and the Harris– Ullman multiple-nuclei model

The galactic city model is useful for explaining internal structures and urban 
development within metropolitan areas

World-regional models (e.g., Latin America, Africa) are useful (with 
limitations) for explaining land use and urban development

D. Built landscapes and social 
space reflect the attitudes and 

values of a population
Analyze residential land use in terms 
of low-, medium-, and high-density 

housing

Residential buildings and patterns of land use reflect a city’s culture, 
technological capabilities, and cycles of development

Evaluate the infrastructure of cities Economic development and interconnection within a metropolitan area are 
dependent upon the location and quality of infrastructure (e.g., public 
transportation, airports, roads, communication systems, water and sewer 

systems)

Explain the planning and design 
issues and political organization of 

urban areas

Sustainable design initiatives include walkable mixed-use commercial and 
residential areas and smart-growth policies (e.g., new urbanism, 

greenbelts, slow-growth cities)

Functional and geographic fragmentation of governments presents 
challenges in addressing urban issues

VII. Cities and Urban Land Use
Tuesday, May 2, 2017 8:13 AM
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Analyze the demographic 
composition and population 
characteristics of cities using 

quantitative and qualitative data

Quantitative information about a city’s population is provided by census
and survey data

Qualitative data from field studies and narratives provide information 
about individual attitudes toward urban change

E. Urban areas face economic, 
social, political, cultural, and 

environmental challenges
Evaluate problems and solutions 

associated with growth and decline 
within urban areas

Economic and social problems associated with the growth and decline of 
urban communities include housing and insurance discrimination, housing 
affordability, access to food stores and public services, disamenity zones, 

zones of abandonment, and gentrification

Evaluate problems associated with 
urban sustainability

Land use and environmental problems associated with the growth and 
decline of urban communities include suburban sprawl, sanitation, air 
and water quality, remediation and redevelopment of brown fields, 

farmland protection, and energy use

From <https://sites.google.com/a/lphs.org/lphumangeo/unit-vii---cities-and-urban-land-use> 
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The 1st urban Revolution is the Neolithic 
Revolution from World History I!!!

Urban Revolutions
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:22 AM
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The History of Urbanization, 3700 BC - 2000 AD

Google Timelapse: Urban Explosion | TIME
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https://youtu.be/yKJYXujJ7sU
https://youtu.be/AqUSo2hstHI
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The hierarchy is based on the amount of services available in each place.

Urban Hierarchy
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:23 AM
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Central Place Theory
Definition: A theory that explains the distribution of services, based on the fact that settlements serve as 
centers of market areas for services; larger settlements are fewer and farther apart than smaller settlements 
and provide services for a larger number of people who are willing to travel farther.
It was formulated by Walter Christaller in the early 1900s that explains the size and distribution of cities in 
terms of a competitive supply of goods and services to dispersed populations
Assumptions:
*people will buy goods from the closest possible place
*high demand for a good will cause the good to be offered close to the population
*looks at the world as an isotropic plane
*soil will be the same everywhere
*population and purchasing power will be uniform
*there is uniform transportation

From <http://newellta.weebly.com/rank-size-rule-primate-city-central-place-theory.html> 

Central Place Theory
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:26 AM
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Rank Size Rule
Definition: A pattern of settlements in a country, such that the nth largest 
settlement is 1/n the population of the largest settlement. Most developed 
nations follow this rule unless they have a primate city. Theoretically there 
should be more small settlements than large.

Example:
Largest City: 12 Million People
2nd Largest: 12 million people divide by 2 = 6 million
3rd Largest:12 million people divide by 3 = 4 million
4th Largest: 12 million people divide by 4 = 3 million
5th Largest: 12 million people divide by 5 = 2.4 million

From <http://newellta.weebly.com/rank-size-rule-primate-city-central-place-theory.html> 

Rank Size Rule vs. Primate Cities
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:29 AM
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Primate City
Definition: The largest settlement in a country, must 
have MORE than 2x the people than the second 
ranking city. It should be disproportionately large 
and a leader in national capacity and expressions. 

Good Examples: Paris, London, Cairo
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Mexico City's Urban Sprawl
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https://youtu.be/7IN0BG39BEA


Mexico City's Urban Sprawl

From <http://newellta.weebly.com/rank-size-rule-primate-city-central-place-theory.html> 
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http://newellta.weebly.com/rank-size-rule-primate-city-central-place-theory.html


Gentrification
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:31 AM
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A Short Documentary on Gentrification

The Pros And Cons Of Gentrification
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https://youtu.be/tJha0BL5P8U
https://youtu.be/5nyDbHi1YQE


North American City Models
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:33 AM
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Brazil - Rio de Janeiro - Favela Rocinha HD

Griffin Ford Latin American Model
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:36 AM
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https://youtu.be/xQ9Rsde_Tco


Sub Saharan Model
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:38 AM
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Southeast Asian Model
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:40 AM
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A megacity is defined by the United 
Nations as a metropolitan area with a total 
population of more than 10 million people.
From <http://webs.schule.at/website/Megacities/definition_en.htm> 

The Megacities Of 2050

Mega and World Cities
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:40 AM
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http://webs.schule.at/website/Megacities/definition_en.htm
https://youtu.be/_jnMivEZ8gc


Megacities Reflect Growing Urbanization Trend

world city: dominant city in terms of its 
role in the global political economy. Not 
the world's biggest city in terms of 
population or industrial output, but rather 
centers of strategic control of the world 
economy

   Unit 7 Urban Page 23    

https://youtu.be/eFboV2m1yuw


From <https://quizlet.com/1795944/ap-human-geography-chapter-9-vocab-flash-cards/> 
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Urban Problems
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:47 AM
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What is A Food Desert?
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https://youtu.be/wAu8Noo8CxA


Cities around the World
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:49 AM
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Moving Out
Friday, May 5, 2017 9:57 AM
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trade area an adjacent region within which a city's influence is dominant

rank-size rule holds that in a model urban hierarchy, the population of a city or town will be 
inversely proportional to its rank in the hierarchy

central place theory theory proposed by Walter Christaller that explains how and where central 
places in the urban hierarchy should be functionally and spatially distributed 
with respect to one another

Sunbelt phenomenon the movement of millions of Americans from northern and northeastern 
States to the South and Southwest regions (Sunbelt) of the United States

functional zonation the division of a city into different regions or zones (e.g. residential or 
industrial) for certain purposes or functions (e.g. housing or manufacturing)

zone areas with relatively uniform land use, for example, an industrial zone or a 
residential zone

central business district a concentration of business and commerce in the city's downtown

central city the urban area that is not suburban

suburb an outlying, functionally uniform part of an urban area, and is often (but not 
always) adjacent to the central city.

suburbanization the process by which lands that were previously outside of the urban 
environment become urbanized, as people and businesses from the city 
move to these spaces

concentric zone model CBD-(Burgess Model) divides the city into five concentric zones, defined by 
their function

edge cities a term introduced by American journalist Joel Garreau in order to describe 
the shifting focus of urbanization in the United States away from the Central 
Business District (CBD) toward a new loci of economic activity at the urban 
fringe

urban realm a spatial generalization of the large, late-twentieth-century city in the United 
States. It is shown to be a widely dispersed, multicentered metropolis 
consisting of increasingly independent zones or realms, each focused on its 
own suburban downtown; the only exception is the shrunken central realm, 
which is focused on the CBD

Griffin-Ford model a model of the Latin American city showing a blend of traditional elements 
of Latin American culture with the forces of globalization that are reshaping 
the urban scene

disamenity sector the very poorest of cities that in extreme cases are not even connected to 
regular city services and are controlled by gangs or drug-lords

McGee model developed by geographer T.G. McGee, a model showing similar land-use 
patterns among the medium-sized cities of Southeast Asia

shantytowns Unplanned slum development on the margins of cities, dominated by crude 
dwellings and shelters made mostly of scrap wood, iron, and even pieces of 
cardboard

zoning laws Legal restrictions on land use that determines what types of building and 
economic activities are allowed to take place in certain areas. In the United 
States, areas are most commonly divided into separate zones of residential, 
retail, or industrial use.

Vocabulary
Friday, May 5, 2017 10:45 AM
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retail, or industrial use.

redlining a discriminatory real estate practice in North America in which members of 
minority groups are prevented from obtaining money to purchase homes or 
property in predominantly white neighborhoods. The practice derived its 
name from the red lines depicted on cadastral maps used by real estate 
agents and developers. Today, redlining is officially illegal.

blockbusting rapid change in the racial composition of residential blocks in American 
cities that occurs when real estate agents and others stir up fears of 
neighborhood decline after encouraging people of color to move to 
previously white neighborhoods. In the resulting outmigration, real estate 
agents profit through the turnover of properties

commercialization the transformation of an area of a city into an area attractive to residents 
and tourists alike in terms of economic activity.

gentrification the rehabilitation of deteriorated, often abandoned, housing of low-income 
inner-city residents.

tear-downs Home bought in many American suburbs with the intent of tearing them 
down and replacing them with much larger homes often referred to as 
McMansions

McMansions Homes referred to as such because of their "super size" and similarly in 
appearance to other such homes, homes often built in place of tear-downs 
in American suburbs.

urban sprawl unrestricted growth in many American urban areas of housing, commercial 
development, and roads over large expanses of land, with little concern for 
urban planning

new urbanism outlined by a group of architects, urban planners, and developers from over 
20 countries, and urban design that calls for development, urban 
revitalization, and suburban reforms that create walkable neighborhoods 
with a diversity of housing and jobs.

gated communities restricted neighborhoods or subdivisions, often literally fenced in, where 
entry is limited to residents and their guests. Although predominantly high-
income based, in North America gated communities are increasingly a 
middle-class phenomenon.

informal economy economic activity that is neither taxed nor monitored by a government; and 
is not included in that government's Gross National Product (GNP); as 
opposed to a formal economy.

world city dominant city in terms of its role in the global political economy. Not the 
world's biggest city in terms of population or industrial output, but rather 
centers of strategic control of the world economy.

primate city a country's largest city-ranking atop the urban hierarchy-most expressive of 
the national culture and usually (but not always) he capital city as well

spaces of consumption areas of a city, the main purpose of which is to encourage people to 
consume goods and services, driven primarily by the global media industry

Annexation Legally adding land area to a city in the United States.

Barriadas Squatter settlements found in the periphery of Latin American cities.

Census tract An area delineated by the U.S. Bureau of the Census for which statistics are 
published; in urbanized areas, census tracts correspond roughly to 
neighborhoods.

Central business district The area of a city where retail and office activities are clustered.
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Central business district 
(CBD)

The area of a city where retail and office activities are clustered.

Centrality The strength of an urban center in its capacity to attract producers and 
consumers to its facilities; a city's "reach" into the surrounding region.

Centralization The movement of people, capital, services, and government into the central 
city.

City An urban settlement that has been legally incorporated into an independent, 
self-governing unit.

Cityscapes Similar to a landscape, but used to refer to that of a large urban area.

Combined statistical 
area (CSA)

In the United States, two or more contiguous core-based statistical areas 
tied together by commuting patterns.

Commercialization The transformation of an area of a city into an area attractive to residents 
and tourists alike in terms of economic activity.

Commuter zone Outermost zone of the concentric zone model that represents people who 
choose to live in residential suburbs and drive into the Central Business 
District to work each day.

Concentric zone model A model of the internal structure of cities in which social groups are spatially 
arranged in a series of rings.

Core based statistical 
area (CBSA)

In the United States, the combination of all metropolitan statistical areas and 
micropolitan statistical areas.

Council of government A cooperative agency consisting of representatives of local governments in 
a metropolitan area in the United States.

Decentralization The process of dispersing decision-making outwards from the center of 
authority.

Density gradient The change in density in an urban area from the center to the periphery.

Edge city A large node of office and retail activities on the edge of an urban area.

Emerging cities City currently not having a significant population but increasing in size at a 
fast rate.

Ethnic neighborhood Neighborhood, typically situated in a larger metropolitan city and 
constructed by or comprised of a local culture, in which a local culture can 
practice its customs.

Favela A shantytown or slum, especially in Brazil.

Filtering A process of change in the use of a house, from single-family owner 
occupancy to abandonment.

Food desert An area in a developed country where healthy food is difficult to obtain.

Gateway city A settlement which acts as a link between two areas.

Gentrification A process of converting an urban neighborhood from a predominantly low-
income renter-occupied area to a predominantly middle-class owner-
occupied area.

Great cities Cities with populations over one million.

Greenbelt A ring of land maintained as parks, agriculture, or other types of open space 
to limit the sprawl of an urban area.

In-filling Building on empty parcels of land within a checkerboard pattern of 
development.

Inner city Central area of a major city; often applied to poorer parts of a US city 
center.
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Invasion and succession Process by which new immigrants to a city move to dominate or take over 
areas or neighborhoods occupied by older immigrant groups.

Lateral commuting Traveling from one suburb to another suburb to work.

Megacities Cities with more than 10 million people.

Megalopolis/conurbation Term used to designate large coalescing supercities that are forming in 
diverse parts of the world.

Metropolitan statistical 
area

In the U.S., a central city of at least 50,000 population, the county within the 
city is located, and adjacent counties meeting of several tests indicating a 
functional connection to the central city.

Micropolitan statistical 
area

An urbanized area of between 10,000 and 50,000 inhabitants, the county in 
which it is found, and adjacent counties tied to the city.

Multiple nuclei model A model of the internal structure of cities in which social groups are 
arranged around a collection of nodes of activities.

Office park Agglomeration of office buildings with facilities established for infrastructure 
to enhance the possibility of business success.

Peak land value 
intersection

The area with the greatest land value and commercial trade.

Peripheral model A model of North American urban areas consisting of an inner city 
surrounded by large suburban residential and business areas tied together 
by a beltway or ring road.

Planned communities A city, town, or community that was designed from scratch, growing more or 
less to a particular plan.

Postindustrial city A stage of economic development in which service activities become 
relatively more important than secondary and primary economic activities.

Postmodern urban 
landscape

The material character of a more contemporary urban area.

Primary census 
statistical area (PCSA)

In the United States, all of the combined statistical areas plus all of the 
remaining metropolitan statistical areas and micropolitan statistical areas.

Public housing Housing owned by the government; in the United States, it is rented to 
residents with low incomes, and the rents are set as 30% of the families' 
incomes.

Racial steering The practice in which real estate brokers guide prospective home buyers 
towards or away from certain neighborhoods based on race or ethnicity.

Redlining A process by which banks draw lines on a map and refuse to lend money to 
purchase or improve property within the boundaries.

Restrictive covenants A statement written into a property deed that restricts the use of land in 
some way.

Rush (or peak) hour The four consecutive 15-minute periods in the morning and evening with the 
heaviest volumes of traffic.

Sector model A model of the internal structure of cities in which social groups are 
arranged around a series of sectors, or wedges, radiating out from the 
central business district.

Segregation The separation of people based on racial, ethnic, or other differences.

Slum A district of a city marked by poverty and inferior living conditions.

Smart growth Legislation and regulations to limit suburban sprawl and preserve farmland.

Social area analysis Statistical analysis used to identify where people of similar living standards, 
ethnic background, and lifestyle live within an urban area.
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ethnic background, and lifestyle live within an urban area.

Sprawl Development of new housing sites at relatively low density and at locations 
that are not contiguous to the existing built-up area.

Squatter settlement An area within a city in a less developed country in which people illegally 
establish residences on land they do not own or rent and erect homemade 
structures.

Street pattern (grid, 
dendritic, access, 
control)

Way in which streets are designed; types are grid, dendritic (few streets 
based on the amount of traffic each is intended to carry).

Suburb A subsidiary urban area surrounding and connected to the central city; 
many are exclusively residential; others have their own commercial centers 
or shopping malls.

Suburbanization Movement of upper- and middle-class people from urban core areas to the 
surrounding outskirts to escape pollution as well as deteriorating social 
conditions.

Symbolic landscape Smaller landscapes that symbolize a bigger area or category.

Tenement A building in which several families rent rooms or apartments, often with 
little sanitation or safety.

Underclass A group in society prevented from participating in the material benefits of a 
more developed society because of a variety of social and economic 
characteristics.

Urban area A dense core of census tracts, densely settled suburbs, and low density 
land that links the dense suburbs with the core.

Urban cluster In the United States, an urban area with between 2,500 and 50,000 
inhabitants.

Urban growth rate The rate of an urban population.

Urban hydrology How a city manages to get clean water to its citizens and back into the 
water cycle.

Urban morphology The study of the physical form and structure of urban places.

Urban renewal Program in which cities identify blighted inner-city neighborhoods, acquire 
the properties from private owners, reallocate the residents and businesses, 
clear the site, build new roads and utilities, and turn the land over to private 
developers.

Urbanization An increase in the percentage and in the number of people living in urban 
settlements.

Urbanized area In the United States, an urban area with at least 50,000 inhabitants.

Urbanized population The proportion of a country's population living in cities.

Zone in transition An area of mixed commercial and residential land uses surrounding the 
Central Business District.

Zoning ordinance A law that limits the permitted uses of land and maximum density of 
development in a community.
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