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July 20-23, 2016 Grosse Pointe Farms, MI  
 The Dirty Dog Café, 97 Kercheval Ave.
 Showtimes: 6:00p and 8:30p Tickets: 313-882-5299
July 27, 2016 Newport Beach, CA
  Sunset Jazz at Newport, Rose Garden, 900 Newport Center Dr.
 Showtimes: 6:00p and 7:30p Tickets: 949-659-5003
August 25-27, 2016 Louisville, KY
  Four Freshmen Society Convention & Reunion
 FFS Members Only!

September 7, 2016 Columbus, OH
 Villa Milano Ballroom, 1630 Schrock Rd.
 Lunch & Show: 12:30p Tickets: 440-943-5480
September 8, 2016 North Royalton, OH
  Carrie Cerino’s Ballroom, 8922 Ridge Rd.
 Show times: 12:00p, 1:30p, 6:30p and 8:00p
 Tickets: 800-482-3531
September 9, 2016 Eastlake, OH
  Croatian Lodge Ballroom, 34900 Lake Shore Blvd.
 Show times: 12:00p, 1:30P, 6:30p and 8:00p
 Tickets: 800-482-3531

September 10, 2016 Indianapolis, IN  
 The Jazz Kitchen, 5377 N. College Ave.
 Show times: 6:30p and 8:30p Tickets: 317-253-4900
September 11, 2016 Cincinnati, OH
 Xavier University, Gallagher Student Center Theatre
 3800 Victory Parkway
 Show times: 3:00p Tickets: 513-745-3161
September 17, 2016 Jefferson City, MO
 Miller Performing Arts Center, 501 Madison St.
 Show time: TBA Tickets: 573-681-9371
September 24, 2016 Cheboygan, WI
  The Opera House, 403 N. Huron St.
 Show time: TBA Tickets: 231-627-5841

November 5, 2016 Los Angeles, CA
 Los Angeles Jazz Institute Jazz Party, 6101 West Century Blvd.
 Show time: TBA Tickets: 562-200-5477
November 12, 2016 Fort Meyers, FL
  Shell Point Concert Series, 15101 Shell Point Blvd.
 Show time: 7:30p Tickets: 239-454-2067

November 16, 2016 Largo, FL
  Largo Cultural Center, 105 Central Park Dr.
 Show time: 7:30p Tickets: 727-587-6793
November 19, 2016 Hampton, VA 
 The American Theatre, 125 East Mellen St.
 Show time: 8:00p Tickets: 757-722-2787
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Our
President,
Neil
Lantz
Another Great Day 
with The Freshmen

 As you might know,, the month of May was another 
big one for those of us who live, work, and play in 
the Indianapolis area.  Following the usual weeks of 
preparation and practice by the auto racing teams at 
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, the exciting days 
of time trials, and a huge festival parade through the 
downtown streets, the 100th running of the Indianapolis 
500 was celebrated by a record setting crowd of over 
350,000 people in person and  worldwide television 
coverage on May 29th.

 However, the highlight of my month came 
just a week before the big race when the Freshmen 
appeared at the Warren Center for Performing Arts  
in Indy.  What a great concert it was!  If I may borrow 
a commonly heard compliment from the world of 
sport, the guys were “on top of their game!”  Their 
presentation of the legendary Freshmen sound was 
heartily welcomed by a large and most appreciative 
audience; and their play list was a tasteful mix of 
the traditional Freshmen favorites along with several 
newer charts which demonstrated the arranging talents 
of the current guys.
 A special treat was enjoyed when the Freshmen 
came to the front edge of the stage and presented 
several numbers without using amplification. 
Curtis and Bob commented several times about the 
outstanding acoustics of the Warren facility, and 
Group #24’s selections demonstrated those qualities 
along with their ability to maintain and project the 
Freshmen sound without microphones.  Sara Lou 
and I were seated at the very back of the concert hall 
to facilitate our quick access to the CD table at the 
intermission and at the conclusion of the concert, 
but the guy’s presentation came through beautifully 
without any apparent strain or disharmony.  Many of 
their acapella selections were tastefully arranged by 
Curtis, including Stompin’ At the Savoy, So Danco 
Samba, Girl From Ipanema, and A Little While.

 Not surprising, while at the CD table in the lobby, 
we heard countless raves about the concert.  As usual, 
CD sales were brisk, inquiries about the Society and 
the 2016 FFS Convention were several, and Group #24 
stayed to sign autographs until the last fan departed.  
Indeed, May 22 marked another great day for those 
of us who continue to enjoy and appreciate the sixth 
uninterrupted decade of that wonderful Four Freshmen 
sound.  We look forward to seeing the guys again in 
Louisville in August at the 2016 Convention and hope 
you’ll be there.

The Four Freshmen...On the Road!
Check the Website: fourfreshmensociety.com or fourfreshmen.com for updates
For bookings:  International Ventures Incorporated
 Dale Sheets & Dina Sheets-Roth
 25115 Avenue Stanford, Suite A-102, Valencia, CA 91355
 Phone: 661-259-4500 FAX: 661-259-1310
 Email: info@ivimanagement.com
 Please note: Dates subject to change without notice.
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bjmend013@comcast.net

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/ffs0823

www.ffs2016

www.sandollarlimo.com
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www.ffs2016
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2016 FFS 
Convention 
Schedule 

Louisville, Kentucky
as of 11/14/2015

Thursday, August 25 
 8:00am-4:00pm ....  Registration
 9:00am-4:00pm .... 113 Club
 2:30pm-4:00pm .... Wannabees
 3:00pm-4:30pm .... FFS Board of 
    Directors Meeting
 5:00pm-6:30pm .... FF Music 
    Foundation 
    Reception
 7:00pm-10:30pm .. Jam Session

Friday, August 26
 7:30am-noon ........ Churchill Downs 
    Tour with 
    breakfast
 9:00am-4:00pm .... Registration
 9:00am-4:00pm .... 113 Club
 11:30am-2:00pm .. Belle of Louisville 
    River Cruise 
    with lunch
 2:00pm-4:00pm .... Hatitude
 2:30pm-4:00pm .... Wannabees
 5:30pm-6:30pm .... Meet and Greet
 6:30pm-11:00pm .. Dinner and 
    Concert 
    Afterglow 
    Photo Ops

Saturday, August 27
 9:00am-noon ........ Registration
 9:00am-4:00pm .... 113 Club
 9:00am-10:00am .. State Reps 
    Meeting
 10:00am-11:00am General Meeting
 1:00pm-2:15pm .... Fresh Memories
 2:30pm-4:00pm .... Wannabees
 5:30pm-6:30pm .... Meet and Greet
 6:30pm-11:00pm .. Dinner and 
    Concert 

Quiz 
Submitted by Sue Barbour’s Daughter Kathy Feese 

and Grand-Daughter Natalie Bruso
1. How many years was Bob Flanigan a member of the Four Freshmen 
  (for a few months in 1990 Greg Stegman sang the high part in Bob’s 
  stead but Bob was still a member)?
2. What famous comedian got his performing debut when performing 
  with the Four Freshmen?
3. Who wrote the arrangement of We’ll Be Together Again for the 
  Freshmen?  They had been waiting for him to write them an 
  arrangement and when they met in a restaurant he jotted it down 
  on a placemat.
4. What is the new guy’s last name?
5. What group number is the current group?
6. Which Freshmen married a popular movie star?
7. And what was her name?
8. The Four Freshmen have been nominated for the Grammy Awards 
  several times.  In what year was their first nomination?
9. Who collaborated with Bill Comstock in writing the poignant song 
  Summer Has Gone (on the album In Person 2)?
10. What significant event in Freshmen history occurred on Sept 7, 1952?
11. How many Freshmen have their been?
12. Which Freshmen arranged the beautiful song Sky Lark 
  written by Johnny Mercer?
13. Approximately how many people attended the 20th annual 
 FFS Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana?
14. Name a female singer who toured with the Four Freshmen.
15. Which of the following vocal artist was not a Freshmen? 
  A] Dave Jennings   D] Alan MacIntosh
  B] Newton Graber   E] Dennis Grillo
  C] Bruce Belland
16.  In what year did Edd Townsend form 
 the Four Freshmen Appreciation Society?
17.  What attractive female singer recorded a song dedicated 
  to the Four Freshmen?
18. Which Freshmen’s last name is Malvey?
19. Which three Freshmen were all married to “Nancy”?
20. Which Four Freshmen album was nominated for a 
  Grammy Award in 1958?
21. On what occasion did the Four Freshmen sing with Jane Powell?
22. Which famous comedian, who later had a TV show that shared his name, 
  performed with the Four Freshmen in his early years?
23. Which Four Freshmen were depicted on the Mt. Freshmore album cover?
      
First part of the quiz. The second part will follow in the next newsletter.

Answers to quiz
1. 44 years and the 
 longest member
2. Richard Prior
3. Billy May
4. Boynton
5. 24
6. Ken Errair
7. Jane Withers
8. 1962

9. Gene DiNovi
10. The Four Freshmen 
 signed their 
 recording contract 
 with Capitol Records
11. 27
12. Brian Eichenberger
13. 600 attendees
14. June Christy

15. Bruce Belland 
 (Four Preps)
16. Oct. 1987
17. Julie London (the song 
 is titled simply 
 The Freshmen)
18. Stein
19. Ken Albers, 
 Ross Barbour, Ray Brown

20. The Four Freshmen 
 In Person
21. In the movie Rich 
 Young and Pretty
22. Bob Newhart
23. Ray Brown, Ken Albers, 
 Bob Flanigan and 
 Ross Barbour.



David Ayers
Fred & Joyce Bauer, Wooster, OH
LeeAnn Brockner, Milwaukee, WI
Wayne Brown, Nashville, TN
Dave Camp, Palos Verdes, CA
William Dumermuth, Bolivar, OH
Sherry Ederheimer, Louisville, KY
Lauren & Ben Kloke, 
 Greenwood, IN

Donna Leader, Evansville, IN
Ron & Connie McClean, 
 Elizabethtown, KY
John Parente, Indianapolis, IN
Michelle & Garland Taylor, 
 Chicago, IL
Robert & Patricia Weiford, 
 Winfield, WV
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Regional Directors
East: Don Boland
665 Woodward Road
North Providence, RI 02904-3146
401-724-8822
Email: donbojazz@cox.net
Midwest: Wayne Corey
708 Tompkins Dr.
Madison, WI 53716-3264
608-222-8528
Email: wdcorey@charter.net
West: Gordon Shaw
6963 E Wild Canyon PI.
Tucson, AZ 85750-6195
520-615-8878
Email: candginaz@msn.com
South: 
Japan: Yasushi Ichiura
4-5-8 (2F)
Komaba, Meguro-Ku
Tokyo, Japan 153
Voice: 011 81 33 467 7573
Fax: Same as above
Email: yasichiura@mac.com
Canada: Maurice Byrne
347 Magnolia Drive
Hamilton, ON L9C 6N6
905-575-1530
Email: moeburn@yahoo.ca

Convention Coordination
Gil Peterson, Chairman
PO Box 240
Winchester OR 97495-0240
Phone: 541-672-0937
Email: jazzflyer@outlook.com

Membership Office
Data Base-Change of Address
Chaz Cone, Director/Webmaster
6900 Hunters Knoll NE
Atlanta, GA 30328-1763
Voice 770-394-2663
Email: chaz@chazcone.com

Historian
Christian Rank
6501 Yale #404
Westland, MI 48185
Phone: 734-728-1673
Email: freshhistorian@yahoo.com

Music-Mart
Barbara Emerson, Director
74 Doncaster Lane
Bluffton, SC 29909
Phone: 843-271-6001 or 888-448-7429
Fax: 866-538-9044
Email: johnejazz@sc.rr.com

FreshNews
Barb Meyers, Editor
3079 Blown Feather Lane
Mulberry, FL 33860
Phone: 419-309-7855
bam241136@gmail.com

New Members

Corporate Board of Directors
Tom Purvis, Chairman 419-873-7041
Mel Meyers, Vice Chairman 419-205-6648
Neil Lantz, President 317-849-7443
John Emerson, Treasurer 843-271-6001
Donna Gallaway, Secretary 419-943-2756
Dick Baldwin 716-632-7227
Sue Barbour 805-581-4100
David W. Bentley 203-972-1916
Chaz Cone 770-394-2663
Wayne Corey 608-222-8528
Jack Morrison 616-949-6339
Gil Peterson 541-672-0937

Corporate Board of Directors Emeriti
John Bangs 920-426-9324
Dorothy Lydic 412-301-0420
Barbara Frederich 850-893-0518

General Information
Neil Lantz, President
10911 Innisbrooke Lane
Fishers, IN 46037
Voice: 317-849-7443 or 317-445-6807
Email: neil@fourfreshmensociety.com

Financial Office
John Emerson, Treasurer
74 Doncaster Lane
Bluffton, SC 29909
843-271-6001
Email: johnejazz@sc.rr.com

FFS New Member/or Renewal Form

Name

Spouse

Address

  

Telephone #

Fax #

E-mail
New Member Fee: $32 Single or Couple (worldwide)
All Renewals: One Year $22
 Two or more years $17 each year
FFS dues are not tax deductible.
Please mail form and correct fee to:
 Chaz Cone
 FFS Membership Dept.
 6900 Hunters Knoll NE
 ATLANTA GA 30328-1763
Or online at www.fourfreshmensociety.com/dues

Contributors

Fresh News is published quarterly © 2016, all rights reserved, celebrating THE FOUR FRESHMEN, the best vocal/instrumental quartet
in the world. Publication does not imply approval of FFS corporate directors or trustees. Each author is responsible for his/her article.
Deadlines for consideration of articles:
 1. Jan/Feb/March - Dec 15  2. Apr/May/June - March 15  3. July/Aug/Sept - June 15  4. Oct/Nov/Dec - Sept 15
Submit manuscripts to the Editor: Barb Meyers, bam241136@gmail.com, Cell 419-309-7855

Tony Leone, Washington, PA

(9 digit zip please)



NEW

We are adding the “Four Freshmen Vocal
Arrangements” book that we “sold” at the last
convention. The white book is complete and has
60 arrangements (we have about 20 copies).
The blue book is only volume one and has 36
arrangements (we only have 3 of these).
We aren’t actually selling them due to copyright
concerns. They are available for FREE but there’s
a $20 shipping and handling charge for the white
book and $15 for the blue book.

Please Complete: then
1) mail to:  FFS Music Mart
 Barbara Emerson, Director
 74 Doncaster Lane
 Bluffton, SC 29909
or
2) fax:  866-538-9044
or
3) call  843-271-6001
 or 888-448-7429
or
4) email:  johnejazz@sc.rr.com

Make check payable to:
 The Four Freshmen Society, Inc.
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Are You Coming to the  Party!
2016 Four Freshmen Music Foundation Gala Reception Will Be One to Remember

 Invitations are being mailed for the first-ever Four Freshmen Music Foundation’s Gala Reception, 
Thursday, August 25, 2016, 5:00 to 6:30 p.m., at the Galt House in Louisville. 
 Longtime FFS members Jack and Mary Morrison will be honored guests at the event—
a “thank you” for their generous contribution that helped the FFMF 
get up and running.  Dr. Sally Childs-Helton, associate 
professor, Special Collections, Rare Books, and 
University Archives Librarian at Butler University, 
will be featured.   A very special cameo appearance 
by the Four Freshmen will round out the evening’s 
celebration.  Complimentary hors d’oeuvres 
and beverages will be provided. 
 If you plan to attend the Gala Reception, please 
RSVP! Notify FFMF Treasurer Dave Bentley, 
dbentley@optonline.net, or (203)972-1916.   
 A close estimation of expected numbers 
of attendees is required. 

MEMORIES
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(Note: author Wayne Corey and FFS 
Wisconsin state representative Michael 
McCoy were signed up as FFAS members 
at the same concert in Madison in 
1991.  Wayne & Mike represented the 
Four Freshmen Society at the memorial 
luncheon for John in May.)
 John Bangs touched our lives. John 
was president of the Four Freshmen 
Society –then called the Four Freshmen 
Appreciation Society -- from 1990-through 
1996.  He took charge of a struggling fan 
club shortly after its founding.  He ran the 
Music Mart from its inception until 2002.  
But there is much more to the story.  
 John passed away April 26th at age 87.  
Even in death John Bangs continues to 
have a significant impact on the lives of 
every Four Freshmen fan.  John helped 
found the FFS because he believed 
preserving the Four Freshmen was 
important.  He knew that the Freshmen 
have a unique sound with a core group 
of strong fans.  He was determined to 
expand that base.  He succeeded.  Former FFS 
president Dick Baldwin said it perfectly:  “John took 
it seriously and made us all pay attention.”   
 Yas Ichiura, FFS Japan representative, met him in 
the early days and recognized John’s role in keeping 
both the society and the Freshmen alive.  “The 
FF couldn’t have survived without his passion and 
effort to support the group. He was such a nice and 
generous person,” Yas said.
 Everyone reading this loves the Four Freshmen.  
The Four Freshmen Society lives, the Four Freshmen 
are still singing, most of us own lots of Four 
Freshmen CDs and many of us have made enduring 
friendships.  Much of this is because of John Bangs, 
the lovable crew-cut curmudgeon from Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin who kept the society alive.  Leading like-
minded Freshmen lovers, John nursed the FFS to 
robust health.   
 Freshman Bob Ferreira met John when Bob joined 
the group in 1992.  “John worked tirelessly to make 
the FFS what it is today.  His gruff, no-nonsense 
demeanor was as endearing as his passion for the 
Freshmen sound.”  Added FFS historian Christian 
Rank, “He was very instrumental in making the FFS 
the world class organization that it is today.”

 John Bangs WAS the FFS Music Mart for 
many years.  And the Music Mart, together 
with memberships, financed the society 
and its growth.  A fortunate few got to visit 
the physical presence of the Music Mart in 
John’s basement.  Yas Ichiura was there in 
1992.  Yas visited John in Oshkosh before 
riding to the Columbus, Ohio convention 
with John & Doloros.  “It was so 
interesting to see various materials of The 
Four Freshmen, besides hundreds of beer 
cans from all over the world around the 
wall,” Yas said.  Stacks of Four Freshmen 
CDs and cassettes were surrounded by 
John’s massive collection of beer cans.  
Yes, two of John’s passions were on display 
in one room.  
 John chaired five of the first dozen 
conventions held by the society.  Three of 
those gatherings – 1991, 1994 & 1999 – 
were held in John’s hometown, Oshkosh.  
The conventions weren’t held in Oshkosh 
because the modest Wisconsin city is an 
entertainment and hospitality mecca.  It 

isn’t.  The conventions were held in Oshkosh because John Bangs lived there 
and, by golly, if no one else would host a convention John and Oshkosh would 
provide a hearty welcome for us.  So we had three conventions in Oshkosh 
and we had wonderful times.  In 1991 attendees even got to celebrate the 40th 
wedding anniversary of John & Doloros.
 Telling John Bangs stories can’t begin to capture his personality and the 
passion for the Freshmen that saw him help save the society and then lead its 
growth. John’s obituary included a favorite quote:  “I spent most of my life 
hunting & drinking beer. The rest of the time I wasted.”  Well, not all of it.  
John spent an immense amount of time devoted to the Four Freshmen and the 
Four Freshmen 
Society.  All of 
our lives have 
been enriched by 
John’s dedication.  
Moreover, for 
many of us our 
lives have been 
made better by 
knowing John.  
As we said when 
we lost John’s 
good friend Chick 
Trafford, “It’s a 
blue world without 
you.”  

JOHN BANGS:  
FFS LEGEND REMEMBERED



Visit our Website: www.fourfreshmensociety.com

6900 Hunters Knoll NE
ATLANTA GA 30328-1763
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