The City got a new mayor, 4 new
county councilman, a new newsleter
ediror and a new director of housing
and community development. It lost
public works and recreation directors.

The city celebrated its 100th
birthday with a rained out picnic and
time capsule, expanded the recycling
program to include plastics, and
adapted an anti-smoking policy.
Delegations of Takoma Park residents
made two visits to the “sister city” in
Santa Marta, El Salvador.

In an unprecedented last-minute
write-in campaign, Mayor Seeve Del
Giudice was elected to the Prince
Georges County Council.

Edward Sharp, Mayor Pro
Tempore, was appointed by the
cauncil to serve as mayor. After 30
years of community secvice, Belle
Ziegler rerired as Director of the
Recreadion Department.

A house was condemned on Poplar
Avenue, A storm in late spring
destroyed some others, And then
there was the historic redistricting
debate.

Crime increased and sign posters
joined the criminals.

The NFZ was waived for some
Fords, but by the time the Fords
arrived, they were nuclear free.

And._...the city lost two important
vaices, Sarnmie Abborr’s and Brint

Dillingham's.
Crime Stats 1990

Preliminary figures for 1990
show a nearly overall increase in
seripus reported crimes in Takoma
Park, There were two murders
reported in 1990 and none reported
in 1989. There were 10 rapes in
1990, & in 1989; 84 robberies in
1990, 54 in 1989; 36 aggravated
assaults in 1990, 54 in 1989; 235
burglaries in 1990, 209 in 1989; 532

thefrs in 1990, 506 in 1983; and 122 ; ] NV
motor vehicle thefts in 1990, 138 in : ﬁ"‘
= AT\

1989, These figures do not include
weapons or drug violations, arson,
embezzlement, and other crimes.

e
Recycling Review of
1990 Inside This Month
In June, the City added tin and bi-
metal cans, carrugated cardboard, Santa Marta Medical Supplies .......p. 3

scrap metal (appliances, etc.), and leaf

and yard waste to its curbside collec- Bcrlage Visits Council vesmssssssssssncaPa 3

u‘mlzn D(f);:“{:dlhlui — New Recreation Director ... wp. 3
doplt ; e ek -:2‘ Appreciation of Sam Abbott .....pp. 4-5

collecting plastic milk, water, juice
Continwed on paga 7
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The Newsletter invites all citizens fo write lesters to the editor. Include an
address and telephone number on the lit'ur in case The Newsletter bas o contact

you. All letters fo be i

must be received by the deadli

date for the next issue and be ded only for publication in The Newslecer.
Sammie Abbott Memorial ﬁmmxamdww
" would printit,
DE"IVESJW . mmmmoﬁmd
fmanc;wy:‘wmmﬂa i ®  our fellow citizens in Takoma Park.
d:ls)_fmwehav_ewo:ia]m:mhmof mﬁemm!mdmoz{:mm
the life of Sammie Abbott Who Ve I (oo bloming The Newslatter camiers
comwiiy maay gaiee aad pusber band lrering. i ckBculous 10
ms‘“’?‘d’m,d"r Pack. o cider Newslesrer carriers as the cause
duibmush?\u actions, and polidcs, of this problem, since heavy duty rabber
the conscience of a quict clty expanded bands are hardly nesded to delivera
ineo the acive consclence 0f the BRI fimcy 17 pace fiyer, Consequently, you
Ve the iy e e havem?dedzl;oklikzafbdfor i
Peace Park/Sculpture Garden [a garden cause of this problem. Further, your
proposed for the Municipal Building editarial footmote advised me t contact
grounds], would liketoaskeshe City of 0 Toteoma Park post office, which is
Tmmmw his o Twrote to in the first place.
mm Whm “ﬁew Your handling of my leter makes me
e garden co named wonder how many other items in The
%m:%ﬂ:h{mmﬂ?mkﬂtﬁ? Neigs]. hoave Soe i ted.
Seulpause Garden. (lgher poasible wio in credibility with
e Tl e e
City would be to dedicace a specificarea 10 pursue 2 greater aCCUrACY in your
d;hg_wmnp;dpzsph:m,urmma separting. —Jobm B, Carson
drinking fonawin in ks memory, or 10 Ed. Note: A flimsy 12-page flyer? A
dedicate 2 double row of wess o line the g0y 15.pape Fyer? A FLIMSY 12-
lane the Municipal Buldingand  py o py vER?
:hcﬁbtiﬂmhmﬁmsnﬁﬁmm
offered as an alternaive to the tradition-
: _ The Newsletter was saddened to
‘ﬂfdﬂdﬂlﬂd“‘mmfucwbﬁ | learn over Christmas that Antheny
g;.ﬁ]e. fo;r::ll:rd%ry ;fn:hlic works
rector, ied of cancer in
More on those Rubber Bands | 62500 . .yl Served the
Dear Editoe: City from 1970 to 1980. His
On November 5, I wrow to the survivors include his wife, Ethel,
Postmastes 10 about the carelsss and his daugheer, Parricia, both
littering of rubber bands by the postal still eesiding in Takoma Park.

Dear Readers:

By the time most items make it into The Newsletter, they're
really more of a remembrance than news. It’s the unavoidable
nature of a monthly publication. When Sammie Abborr died
Jast month—albeit, he did so after our deadline, which some
might say was typical of the man who never made anything
casy—his death wasn't just news. Tr was a chance for this
town to begin remembering a person who gave his heart to us.
The Newsletter is embarrassed to have to thank him in
memarium for doing so.

For nearly six years, Sammie Abbott was our mayor, as well
the editor who mrned this paper from a mimeograph sheet to
a public forum tabloid. During his terms, those of us who
lived here took a kind of sassy pride in Takoma Park. Telling
people our address back then was almost an act of defiance
because Sammie Abborr made Takoma Park into a town that
simply didn’t know its place in the scheme of things. It was a
time when living in Takoma Park was a dare and not a real
estate investment.

Sam Abbott was the last mayor we had who thought that
being mayor was a full time job. As mayor, he was fierce,
often rude, judgmental, self-righteous, but everpresent and
totally involved. He ran this town like 2 man with a con-
science and not much time. He was compelled to act, more
often than not, impatiently, as if he knew exacily how much
time he didn’t have.

As ir does, his time did run out... just as it did for us who

never found the dme to thank him while he
R

OPINION VOICED by Julie Matthews

Alexis Robmson
A Letter of Thanks

her school bus. The following letter
from her family expresses their thanks
for the commumity’s support.

Dear Editor:

Often when a tragedy occurs,
people come together to help each
other. Our family experienced an
outpouring of this town's tremendous
caring when our seven-year-old
daughter was srruck by a car while

crossing Carroll Avenue to get on her
school bus. The incredible amount of
support that was shown by our
neighbors and by others in this
cOmmunity Was very reassuring
during this crisis.

We would like to thank all of our
neighbo i y the commu-
nity immediately surrounding Carroll
and Sherman Avenues—the two
police officers, the driver of Bus
#8035, the ambulance drivers, the
Takoma Park Fire Department, the
nurses, doctors, and technicians at
the Washingron Advenrist Hospital,
and the reachers and students at
Takoma Pack Elementary School.
Everyone reached out and gave our
family a feeling of safety and security
during a ime of unbelievable stress.

We would like to inform everyone

1 1 Seavey and Beelar further protested
Begg]ng to Differ that, “If Mr. Sharp chooses to run for
In the City of Takoma Pack, Iama  re-clection a year from now, he will

true anomaly; I am the only private
citizen who arrended all City Council
meetings where the Council discussed
and planned the mayoral selection pro-
cess. This surprised me because lots of
peaple lobby city hall about lots of
issues: NFZ, Santa Marta, rent control,
recycling, you name it.

But I am a wimess—not a single
citizen came forward. The people of
Takoma Park were deathly silent con-
cerning the appointment of an interim
mayor.

That is..until Nina Gilden Seavey
and Barbara Beelar's “Takoma Park or
Tammany Park?” opinion piece in the
last issue. In their editorial, the writers
complained that the City Council “failed
miserably” in understanding the intent
of the revised charter. If the writers
believe this is true, why didn't they
attend the Decembzr 3 :nunciol

who was involved that our dang
miraculously, is fine and reurned to
school within three days after the
accident. ft’s amazing how a visit, 2
card, or a phone call can lessen that
horrible sense of trauma and power-
lessness.

Thank you so much for all of your
warmth, concern, and support. It was
deeply felt and greatly appreciared.

—Chris Whitaker, Dana, Alexis &

i¢ Robinson
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wor ? Or the Di b
council meeting? Why didn't the wric-
ers present their views to the City Coun-
cil before the mayor was selected?

It scems to me that the writers are
mostly angry because the council-mem-
bers made endorsements prior to the
filing date. In my mind, there’s nothing
unethical aboue this; it was just polit-
ca]{y ise. The council bers
would have been more prudent to hold
their political endorsement cards closer
to their chests.

have done so without any of the polid-
cal accountability to the whole city
which such an honor demands.” Yeah,
but who wouldn't? Are the writers sug-
gesting that the Charter Review Com-
mittez, on which they served, should
have instituted special elections for
mayoral and council vacancies?

Finally, Seavey and Beclar make a
rather lukewarm endorsement of Ed-
ward Sharp's appointment as mayor.
The council's selection of Sharp truly
makes 2 great deal of sense to me. He
was the senior member on the council,
and therefore he possesses a vastknowl-
edge of City issues and problems, as
well as the council’s current agenda. He
also served for a year as mayor pro
tempore and is, therefore, intimately
aware of the mayor's responsibilities.
To top it off, he has cight years of
e:ﬁerieuce serving the people of
Takoma Park. With this expertise, Sharp
will provide quality leadership for the
following year.

Iam sorry that Seavey and Beelar did
not attend the council ings and
worksessions; 1 would have liked to
have heard their views. We live in a
participatory democracy, and our City
Council meets almost every Monday
night of the year. In the words of a
terrible game show, “Nina and Bar-
bara,come on down! "—Julis Marthews
is a mamber of the election task force.




Medicines for Santa Marta
Delivered in San Salvador

by Nancy Chisholm

Takoma Park’s four-woman delega-
tion to El Salvador rerurned home just
before Christmas, afrer ing 12
exhausting days in San Salvador, trying
to get sate conduct passes to visit
Takoma Park's companion city, Santa
Marta. Their passes were denied by the
militacy because of heightened war ac-
tivity. The military had declared, acthe
last minute, most of the country as off-
limits to foreign nadonals.

Dr. Rebecca Elon, Jan Walker, Nancy

successful in meeting with Santa
representatives in San Salvadar and
handingover to them §6,000in medical
supplies that had been purchased with

help from the Sligo Advendst Church,
Social Services of the Seventh-Day
Adventists, and Interchurch Medical
Assistance.

The senior health promoter from
Santa Marta and one of his staff ex-
plained the operation of their medical
clinic, which deals with diseases rang-
ing from fever and diarrhea to meningi-
s, Malnutrition contributes to a 10
percent infant morrality rate in Santa
Marta. While Elon and Walker ex-
plained the medical equipment and
medicines, the Takoma Park delegation
was very impressed with the Santa
Marmans mi sophistication. An-
other official from Santa Marta ex-
plained that their community also looks
to Takoma Park to provide them with

help for purchasingcows and crops that
might giveadequate nutrition for young
children and mothers.

The Companion Cities Project will

participate in a national campaign to

A member of Santa Marta's Directiva accepting powdered

milk from Nancy Chisolm.
have U.S. Representatives send a letrer

to the El Salvadorean government pro-
testing r.he‘ military harrassment of ci-

Anyane g o
support this projectscan call 891-3691.

Chief Lobbies for
Reintroduced
Brady Bill

by Barbara Young

Police Chief Tony Fisher was inter-
vizwed live by Fox TV News and joined
Jim and Sarah Brady, Rep. Edward
Feighan (D-OH) and other law enforce-
ment representatives ata Jan. 3rd news
conference in the Raybuen House OF
fice Building to reintroduce the Brady

Citizens are invitedtoa
town hall meeting on
Wed., Feb. 5 at 7:30 in
the Municipal Bldg. on
the Persian Guif Crisis.

Council Meets Berlage
An hour before the Council met for
its last public meeting in 1990, chey met
with Montgomery County Council-
ber Derek Berl i

Bill in Congress. The bill reg &
national, z’-d.ay ?nali.ng-oﬂ period be-
o

withBerhgewuth:E;ltﬁmncn y
ilmember had sat down wi

fore p hand to give
police time to conduct 2 und
check of the purchaser.

Fisher said st laws are a parch-
work at present and permit criminals to
putchase handguzs in staies with

tough laws. He noted that Maryland
does have a 7-day waiting period, and
thatin 1989, its waiting period allowed
police to catch more than 1,500 people
trying to buy handguns illegally.

Takoma Park’s council to discuss what
it is we want, need, and deserve,

T 's councilmemberstold
Berlage that the City is not receiving its
fair share of rebates fromthecounty for
services that the City performs. They
were particularly concerned about the
rebate from Montgomery County for
the recycling services. Mw
that the City “should getreiml
the county. In the past, Takoma Par
has done the county a big favor by
taking the lead on several things like

Ellis is Rec Director

As irreplaceable as Belle Ziegler
seemed to be, someone has been found
to replace her as recreation director. F.
Sharon Welsh-Ward Ellis began her
new job on January 14, and “We'ze all
really looking forward to working with
her,” said Carol Claytor of the recre-

Sharon Ellis not only grew up in
Takoma Park, but she has already
worked in Takoma Park's recreation
department. In the early "60s, while
earning her B.S. in parks and recreation

recycling."However, Berlage was very
concerned that, with “the toughest
budget season that any council has ever
faced,” human services to low and
moderateincome houscholdsin Takoma
Park would be affected. He promised
*tp fight very hard to make sure that

when we cut the cmuﬁ that we
cut as little as possible in the human
services area.”

Berlage left the meeting, promising
to follow-up on our council’s concerns
at the county level, and saying “I cer-
tainly intend to come back.”

at the University of Maryland, she was
an intern at the City's recreation de-
partment. After earning her B.S., she
went to work for Montgomery County’s
Department of Recreation.

Since 1974, Ellis has worked with
municipal puL and recreation depart-
ments throughout Flarida. She has
worked in progressively responsible
positions in Fort Lauderdale, Coral
Springs, Tamarac, Cassclberry, and
most recently as the recreation manager
in Ormaond Beach. In her last job, 51:
not only organized numerous sports
teams for youth and oversaw volunreer
workers and boards but helped design
playground facilities for handicapped
children. In 1985, she received a com-
mendation from the then Florida gover-
nor for her work in firess and sports.

For all of her success in Florida,
however, Ms. Ellis has wanted 10 come
back to Takoma Park. According to
City Administrator Jim Wilson, the Cicy
is glad she has: “Ms. Ellis’ extensive
background and experience in recre-
ation and related fields—especially her
work with volunteers, youth, and se-
nior citizens—will be quite useful to the
City and its citizens in the years ahead.”

Channel 54’
New Year’s Party

It was probably inevitable, if only
becanse the City staff had new desk
calendars, but on December 31, 1990,
for the first time, the City celebrated the
Ne_\;'Y?rintim Municipal Building. At

Two New Year's Eve celebrants at Channel
54's Party.

ing, and em-

Hamilton spun the disks as Channel
54's New Year's Eve party with nearly
200 guests was broadeast live.

“There were people here,” said
Karea Mitchell, the party’s coordina-
tor, “who said ‘T wasn't going to come
until | turned it on and saw whata good
time youwere having.'™ All of the work
for the party was done by the commu-

ity volunteersar Cable 54, A. ] Mitchell
id the interviews, Mary Jacobs f
pared the food, Denise Jacobs worked
the switchers, and volunteers in high-
heels ran the cameras. For five hours,

d floor was roaring,
confettied, flashi

Reading Club at Natural Reflections

by Amna Lane

Tucked away in a hard-to-find cor-
ner on the first floor of the Takoma
Metro Building—directly behind
Arise—Natural Reflections is a
children's book lover’s haven. The 400-

“No one can tell your story like you
can,” said owner Rabiah Al Nur. “It is
imporsant that children, i y
African American children and chil-
dren of other ethric groups be exposed
to and possess books that have positive
images of them.”

T hasize thi dto hanor

plus titles chat line the walls i
tales by and about people of color,
pam':p]a:!y African Americans, Lagn

that this was family oriented. There
were people here who wouldn't have
gone out giurwdl:mdoif this l::donl;:
happened.” ey doitagain? *
dcgnit:l ,* said Mitchell.

For those :dhn missed rhﬁ% year's
party—or missed seeing ves on

|evision—the show will be rebroad-

city hall boogied. “The most

thing to us,” said Karen Mitchell, *was

cast January 26 and 27 at 6 p.m.

Martin Luther King's birthday, Natu-
al Reflections will launch a reading
club for children ages six to 12. The
children will read four paperback books
10 beselected by the group over the next
few months. Later in Januacy, local
storyteller and author Jamal Koran will
visit the store and talk to club readers.

“Reading [in the community] is not
a priority anymore. inly parents
and educators have more serious con-
cerns such as drugs and violence, but
we,” said Al Nur, “must move reading
closer to the top of the list.”
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“Regrets? Hell,
It Doesn’t Bother Me
that | Don’t Have a
Suburban Decorum.”

Sammie Abbott,
born 4/25/08 in
Ithaca, NY, died
12/15/90 in
Takoma Park, MD

ammie Abbott

had more friends than enemics and
moreofeach than anybody elseIknow.
He loved his wife, to whom he was
married for 53 years, his children,
grandchildren, and cats. He hated all
that is wrong with the world. He said
of himself, “I'm a perperually mad
person. 1 hate injustice. I'm living to fight the
goddamned thing. I'm too mad to sleep.”

Sam taught that political theory focused on the
long term and abstract—world peace, participatory
democracy and justice for all—he also taught that
political action had to be immediate, inclusive, and
decisive. Make your position clear and simple. Know
who your allies are and support them. Know who
your enernies are and discredit them. Be clever. Be
persistent. Be relentless. Trust your instincts before
experts. Fight to win, Artack. Arack, Artack.

He knew what he wanted. He knew how to go
about getting it. He was not deterred by fear or
failure. After losing re-election by seven votes to 2
fourth term as Takoma Park’s mayor in 1985, he
went on, at age 77, to become the founding chair of
the Montg y County Rainbow Coalition. At 80,
he got himself arrested with cight other citizens
during H.O.M.E."s protest against the mayor and
city council's failure o decisively defend tenants who
were being ousted from their apartments. It did not
matter to Sam that some people would cond his

he said too often led to paralysis by analysis, and
restezings on free expression. When a former mayor
of Takoma Park insisted that speskers be limited to
three minutes each, Sam decried that move as “de-
maocracy by egg rimer.”

During his first campaign for mayor in 1978
{which he lost by eight vores), he promised 1o throw
away the mayor's gavel. When he was elected in
1980, he did. Two weeks later, hemay have regretted
it when he had to shout at me to pipe down after I
heckled the mayor and council during their debate.
After that, | heard him argue with hundreds of
citizens during his five and one-half years as mayor,
He would, in no uncerrain terms, tell scores of them
they were wrong and how so, but Inever heard him
tell anyone they couldn’t have the foor, make a
point, or ask a question—no marter how much he
disagreed with them.

“I deal with peaple as individuals. We won't be
unanimous on Lﬁingx, but that's okay. When every-
body is unanimous, it’s time to get worried,” he said,

Frederick Douglass said that those who love free-
dom while deprecaring agitarion were like those who
would have the ocean without the terrible roar of its
waves. So too are those who would praise Sam
Abbott because he was Feisty (a term he despised),
lived along life, wasa character, and fought for what
he believed in while deprecating his tactics, his atti-
tudes and even his goals. Anyone who knew Sam
knows, you can't have one without the other.

—Tom Gagliardo
Ci

In the mid-1970s, I was putting together a coali-
tion of community organizations in Takoma Park
and Silver Spring. One of our ad hoc groups was
C.R.LS.LS., Committee to Renovate our Integrated
Schoal Immediately If not Sooner, which was trying
to keep the Montgomery County schoolboard from
shutting down Takoma Elementary because of a new
racial imbalance policy that made any school with
over 50% minority enrollment vulnerable.
¢ evening came for our bigihuwduwn with the

tactics or oppose his goals, that he might be arrested
or defamed or dismissed as irrelevant or “too old"—
all of which, in fact, ed. It did not matter to
Sam that he weuld neither be paid nor praised nor
thanked

He supported the dreamers, the artists, the gad-
Ries, the neglected, the disregarded b he be-
lieved they were each in their own way contributing
to the creation of a better world.

He hated mumblers, those who put style over
substance, the self-interested, the self-importanc, He
respected power, but had no regard for those who
c-xm:lised their power without regard for its effecton
people.

He believed “citizen™ was a more honorable title
than “mayor.” He disdained the backroom and deal
making, dependence on studies and reports, which
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hoolboard. Our phone tree had done a good job
and about 200 of our people were in the audi

1

refused o move. The late
Congresswoman  Gladys
Spellman arrived and eventu-
ally led the schoolboard back
into the room, and we got our
five minutes,

We never did get the old
Takoma Elementary reno-
vated...but we did get 2 new
Tzkoma Elementary School
built.

—Rino Aldrighetti
Cd

Sammie was called many
things, ofren under the catchall
“colorful.” He called himself
“angry,” buthewas living proof
that a dead serious mission re-
quires an incredible sense of
humor. His anger kept him
fighting injustice all of his life
and his humore kept him sane, 1
“Colorful™ doesn't begin to de- e

scribe Sammie. i
—Rosemariz Dillingham sl -0
porciom by Woow Bosa
&

Sammie A. Abbott was an iconoclast. He would
break what he felt wasn't working and work at fixing
it, no matter what it was. As an artist he knew the
value of signs and symbols. As a politician he knew
how to use them to influence public policy. Sam was
a2 master at establishing issue limits. He had licdle
patience with the mechanics of “how-to.” His inter-
est was “what” and “when." He would object
strenuously to being called a do-gooder. But he did
do good for people, for groups of people, for indi-
ii}:ulswhnwuzonth:shunend of the stick, any

There was one thing he always did consistently.
Fight. Fight what he beli wasabuse of power, no
matter u:'ho had it—the goverment (all levels), the

, you name it. Some

Our goal was simple and clear—we wanted only five
minutes of the schoolboard's time to present our
case. The schoolboard denied it. We protested. And
the schoolboard walked out.

The crowd gu:vﬂti:t. We had no contingency
plan. Then...Sam ed up to the board chairman’s
seat. He urned around and, in that raspy veice of his,
started talking about justice. I looked at Princess
Chapman, one of the group’s leaders, she looked at
me, and then she rose and went up next to Sam. Soon
everyone was moving. For the next two hours, 200
Takoma Park people stood on stage and lectured the
100 others left in the audience, Sam did a real good
part of the talking.

The schoolboard called the police. We called the
press. The police threatened to arrest us, and we

say, including himself, that anger d him. 1
don't think so. I believe that it was principle...the
principle of justice.
—James Wilson, City Administrator
¥

The cutrent direction of the Takoma Park Police
Department was really set by Sam Abbott, who
believed that every person with a problem deserved
a hearing. As Mayor, he made sure I gave everybedy
a hearing, but never did he intetfere, once a decision
was made, | am personally grateful to him for point-
ing us in the direction we should go.

T will never forget how Mayor Abbott would
come out to the scene of any significant incident—
a fire, a shootng or a flood—and would offer
whatever he personally could do to help the people




chamb

in 1988 and you went to court, the charges
were dropped. When the judge asked if any of the
defendants had anything to say, you were the only
one to speak. You stated with conviction, *1 did it.
T'm proud of it, and I would do it again.” Everyone
in the courtroom started cheering. Those words are
a wonderful description of your entire life. You did

it tight. We are all very proud of you, Sammie.
—Kay Dellinger

4

The fondest memory I have of Sammie Abbortt
was of one Fourth of July parade when he invited our
i ide with him and his grandson

Nathaniel in the front of the parade.

I deove them to the Municipal Center where they
were to board the shiny antique car that would lead
the parade. Sammic wanted me to drop them off in
the street, three blocks away, but I knew they were
VIPs and drove right up to the patrolman who first
glowered and then secing Sammie said, “Ok, good
motning, Mr. Mayor. I hope you enjoy the parade!”
Sammie grumbled something about this beinga good
way togo. He was humble that morning in a way that

rised me. When he was away from the politicos
and with children, Sammie revealed a part of himself
which few people got to see. I'll always carry a
cherished memory in my heart of those three happy
kids riding in that big shiny cac—Risa, Nathaniel,
and wide-grinning Sammie.

&

Sammie was & founding member of the Montgom-
ery County chapter of the Rainbow Coalition and
was instrumental in assisting the smre to get its
charter from the national Rainbow.

One of the fun things for me, being a newcomer to
all of this, was watching the way Sammie would
make some of the politicians squirm by playing good
cop/bad cop. Sammie was an excellent foil....We
went into this one meeting in Rockville where the
group already knew Sammie, but not me. More often
chan not, Sammic had worn these guys down, but
this time we only wanted to letit be known we were
representing a consituency in this counry. This par-
ticular club did not believe that there was poverty
and unemployment in this county, nor that there wits
any issue of affordable housing. T got loud, did the

—Susan Stevens

and families involved. It was hmﬁg’ to have
him thece with us, even though this was only 2 small
pmnfhislife:im:wnrktoa]l:viauhummtuﬂnring.

—Police Chief Tany Fisher

¥

Neo other mayor, before or since, has had more
impact and accomplished more dramatic change in
tecent memory than Sam Abbott, Whether mayor o
citizen—it didn't master—Sam spoke his mu'uz kept
to his principles in what he knew and what he
reminded us all everyday....

He once wrote about some of the specific things he
wanted to accomplish as mayo, “1 think it's the new
spirit af Takoma Park tharis the mostimportant goal
to pursue. We're finally making progress heee. We're
building a real, solid, active, and involved commu-
nity, in the shadow of the nation's Capital, That is

living proof that democratic gavernment
government centering not on elscted officials, buton
the PEOPLE. That's what 1 want—wo continue on the
course of citizen involvement.” P%E:: o t;li that
we can grasp that spirit again in Takoma A
—Lynne Bradley
¥

Sammie, at 80 years of age, you put mast other
people to shame. Standing in 2 courtroom after
being arrested for xf{‘i;i_[w save affordable housing
for tenants in muld y houses, for trying to save
the heart of Takoma Park, always able 1o perceive
clearly what was right, you were the conscience of
Takoma Park. :

At 80, when you were arrested for the last time in

the HLO.M.E. demonstration in the City Council

b SR

ing of my fist on the table and told this one
fellow to cast his wealth aside and seek 2 new startin
El Salvador. In the delegate race that year, Sammic
and I came in 9th and 10th out of a field of 77
delegates where only the top 8 won seats 10 the

convention....
Sammie never gave up hope. He was like the wee
thar's sranding by the water. We shall not be moved.
—Daryl Stevens

¥

Sam put art and ecology rogether. He was a
recycler before the rest of us. [ remember how much
pleasare he took in showing me the various wreasures
he had rescued from D.C. curbsides—statuary and
p:guylurhnrfnundamwhumnin:he' iful

time—Sammie heatedly disputed raffic count fig-
ures developed by Park and Planning staff which
clearly supported” the “necessity”™ for widening
Philadelphia Avenue, Oh, it was masterful as Sammie
defily refuted the published figures with correct,
specific traffic count figures which were about 2/3
less I:hi'n;t]ms_echinudby the staff. The discussion
was aly in complete disarray, and the issue was
tabled until farther stadies could be undertaken.

. Onthe way home, Tasked him, “How in the warld
did you know such obscure statistics as those?”
Sammie sheepishly replied, “Hell, Bob, 1don'tknow
;];;l.rhcdamnﬁgurum but I had to say some-

—Robert H. Moore
4

Sam liked and appreciated simple things, and he
alsaliked to help people. Once in the fall, he knocked
on our door 1o say he had six “extra” dogwoods and
wnpldn't we like them in the yard. Phil and I ex-
plained we had too many things to do to get them

lanted. So, Sam said he would plant the wees
'clf,‘and he did, digging extra Erg: holes and
putting in good stuff. All the trees lived, narurally,
and many's the spring [ have stolen 2 look at “my™
old bu:_kyud on Maple Avenue, to see the 20-foot

tall white lacy hedge that Sam created.
—Barbara Young

WHEREAS, on December 15, 1990,
former Mayor Sammie Abbott deparead this life; AND
WHEREAS,Sammie Abdullah Abbotr contributed
the political life of Takoma Park and the Greater Washing-
ton community for more than four decades; AND
WHEREAS Sam Abbor’s struggles for soclal justice
mmhgmduypzopmim- in the Washington area;

WHEREAS, these struggles in the late 1960"s included
organizing and Jeading the successful fight sgainst the
North Central Freeway, a fight that saved hundreds of
homes in Takoma Park (and thousands more in adjacent
communitiss} and mainzined our identity as a commu-

nity; AND

WHEREAS, these in the early 1970’ included
the fight to save Block 69 (Takoma Avenue) and its lovely
Queen Annehomes, s fightthatincluded Sam's arrestashe
sat beside other Takoma Park residents in front of the

ing ball, a fight in which h:lndhilneig:bouwln
mh Takoma Park’s government; AN

WHEILEA&M struggles in the late 1970% included

the successful fight to keep Takoma Junior High School

open;

WHEREAS,in 1980 Sam Abbott was elected Mayor of
Takoma Park, a pesition he used to increase citizen com-
fmunication and participation and in which he served until
1985; AND

WHEREAS,ss Mayor, Sam Abbott created the City
Nmkmx’-nhioﬁ?p«mdxwruiﬁnﬁ
protection, expanded this City's justics agen:
mrmmmdmnmmimw
snd in many other ways did his level best to make Takoma
Park a better place for all its citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT on
behalf of the citizens of Takema Park, the City Council
upzmwdﬂep[r&khunﬁ:&nﬁhofd:i:wﬂ#
while man, Sam Abbott oa December 15, 1950 and our

terraced garden in the Abbott’s house on Birch
Sereet. He obviously got much joy from being 2
scavenger, and he correctly took my teasing as the
highest compliment.
—Joan Jacobs (Prosten)
¥
ImetSamin 19?‘;£hmrhummsal:w:nchn$r
Apartments were ting for better living condi-
tions. We had rats and roaches, We did not have heat
and hot water. Sam led the fight at City Hall. Week
after week, year after year, Sam never loststrength ot

vigor fighting for the rights of others. To know Sam
is to know you are geing to fight for someone’s

ki —Herman Williams
'3

Sometime during the mid-70's ata Planning Board
hearing—Royce Hanson chaired the board at the

great appreci for his many years of contributions w0

the City of Takoma Park;

BE [T FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Ciry Admin-
i by instructed to lower the Municipal

AND

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the Ciry Clerk is
hereby instructed to this Resolution among the
permanent recocds of this City.

Takoma Park’s Resolution #1990-117

Derek Berlage sponsored a resolution that was
adopted by the Montgomery County Council pro-
claiming January Sth, Sammiz Abbott Day.

The memorial service for Sammie A. Abbatt, held at
the Washington: Ethical Society on January 5, will be
broadcast on Pebruary 7 at 8 p.m. on Channel 54.
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CHANNEL 54

The Green Show Video Contest

“The Green Show,” Channel 54's
environmental call-in, will sponsor an
environmental video concest. Partici-
pants should prepare a 1-3 minute
video on any environmental issue and
send the video, by 5 p.m., March 1,
1991, to Natalie Roy, Takoma Park
Department of Public Waorks, 31 Os-
wego Ave., Takoma Pack, MD 20912,
The videacan be educational or wacky.

There will be several awards cat-
egories, and winners will be selected
Iéy an impartial Green Show Selection

In Toun

Minifestival at Takoma
Intermediate

The Folklore Society of greater
Washingron will host its annual

Minifestival at Takoma Park Interme-
diate School on February 2. There will
be dozens of daytime events and con-
tests as well as an evening dance and

Each winning encry will be gired on
“The Green Show™ and the producers
of the videos will each receive a certifi-
cate from the judges.

Bruce Moyer Award

Channel 54 recently awarded the
producers of "Haiti: A Suivre” and
“Biculrural Center for the Deaf” with
the Bruce Moyer Award for excel-
lence. This award is given annually to
those people involved with Channel
54 wha seean idea through that proves
invaluable to the community.

Takoma Park Symphony

On February 3, at 4 p.m., the
Takoma Park Symphsc :‘::ySOrdi.lum

esents “Sepia Soun ymphonic
E:-zumuc. ™ This rmance will in-
clude Gershwin's “Rhapsody in Blue,"
Baker's *Concerto for Saxophone,™
and Dawson’s “Negro Folk Sym-
phony.” The concert will be held at
Blair High School. Tickets are $8 and
$6 at door. Call 585-4221 for further

concert. The emphasi ohi::“” ife:
is audience partici

Musicians, ers, nnd storyzell-
ers will not only offer short concerts
and demonstrations, but they will en-
courage the audience to join them,

Ad is §8 for bers/$10
for non-members. Separare admission
is required for the ing events, and
family discounts are available.

Fifth Issue of Minimus Ready

A number of area writers have put
together the Sth issue of Minimms, the
only active literary magazine that em-
phasizes Takoma Park writers. The
Winter 1990-91 issue features the
writings of Ed Berlinski, Terence
Mullism, Phyllis Alden, Pete Covirz,
and Tracy McDonnell.

Begun as an after-hours hobby by
the publishers, Mirimus has prided it-
self on publishing obscure and little
known poets (a:nd :tnm:llmf s from the
community. Copies ol
are available ar Chuck m

Takoma Repertory

The Takoma Repertory is locking
for peaple who would like to work in
all aspects of production: set building,

stage crew, PR, costuming, etc. If in-

u:rumd. call Laura W'llun at 593-
0338.
Exhibit at Dempsey Gallery

Beginning January 12, the Richard
Dempsey Memorial Municipal Gal-
Jery in the Municipal Building ar 7500
Maple Avenue will be showing the
alkyd/oil works of Anasus H. This
exhibit, entitled “Urban Flight,” will
run through the end of January.

Around Town

Long Branch Library Programs

On January 26, at 11 am., the
library will shuw “Shrinking of
Trechomn" and “Freckle Juice™ for

Bookstore or by writing o Ammosphere | opildeen aged 5 and up. For informa-
Productions, P.O. Box 69, Callege : %

Park, MD 20740, : tion, call 565-7410.
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Property Taxes, Rabbit Ears and Hippies

by Ellen Marsh

types. My husband was amused by a
ion he o inastorein

“My memories only go back to
1963, when my husband and T moved
here with our two babies. Bmltun

remember when the ipal payroll
consisted primarily ofonccuy admin-
istrator, one inspector, one

town clerk, a few police officers, a
sen-:mry.:ndﬂel!nnglnr City Hall
was at § Columbia Avenue, and there
was plenty of room in it.

“I can remember when Takoma
Park was conservative. The Seventh-
Day Adventsts ser the tone. I can
remember when our city taxes were
less than $200 a year.

“I can remember when only two
lawyers made their home here. Even-
rually a third moved ro Takoma Park
in the early 1970s—he had very nice,
shoulder-I ‘hair,

“By th: mid-1960s, the Appala-
chian poor in the rental units were
being replaced by counter-culture

White Qakat thattime. One exremely
scruffy young man was tellinganother,
'Ifynurelnokms&wapnd,whydnn t
you move to Takoms Park, where 1
live? 5— man, that's where ivs arr’
“I can remember the macrobiotic
restaurant on Carroll Avenue near
thhddm sign above thi:: door
promised a 0 never
actually occurred. the
drug mnnf::m.tmon the East
Coast was operating out of that build-
ing, a city official told me. The big
plush bunny that adorned the window
ed by the position of its cars
en were available.
“Ah_..the good old days.”

"Takoma Past” gives curremt and
former residents of Takoma Park a
place to put their memories about
things and people who were once a
part of aur city.

D.C. Youth Orchestra
OnFe 9,10 a.m. tonoon, the
D.C. Youth Orchestra will host an
open houseat College High School for
pomnﬁ;lrgmwn enrollees and any-
one inf Refresh
served. Call 202-723-1612 for further
Writer’s Center’s Birthday
Onjl.muryIS usp.m..the
Writer's Center in Bethesda will cel-
ebrate its 15th year with a reading bl

Amcdu.n?oc:].mmmh!uks
Strand will be from his The

saqul
formation, call 654-8664.

Parenting Classes

The Child Center, Inc., of Mont-
gomery Callege in Rockville will be
pr:s:nnng courses in effective

elementary school aged children will
be Saturdays, January 26 through
March 23, 9:30 - 11 a.m. Registration
is requuud, and each course cost §71,
including materials. Call Debra Feiner
Child for further information, 279-
5866.

Food & Friends Orientation
Food & Friends, a non-profit orga-

nization which provides meals to

hnmehmmd AIDS victims, wﬂi be

January 17 from 7 to 9 p.m., at d::
‘Westminster P Church at

400 I Streer, N.W., Wash. Call 202-

488-8278 for further information.

Mousical Recital of Izalco

On January 25, at 9 p.m., the Centro
de Arte will present a the m:p Ealco
in concarcat La Pena, ‘Lfg
St., M.W., Wash. lzalco is mFJSalm-
who are

ting, An carly .
Sl be held Jan. 17 through Masch 7, | Cureently touring the U.S, Costis §7.
6:30 - 8 p.m. The class for parents of For reservations, call 202-483-5825.
Local School Announcements
Elementary Schools January 21, closed
Carole Highlands Elementary, February 15 principal retreas
434-7400 Takoma 650»6414
Jan, 21, closed Jan. 21, closed
Jan. 28, half day Jan. 28, closed
Feb. 13, half day Feb. 6, repart cards
John Nevins Andrews Elemen-. Schools
tary,270-1400 Blair High School, §50-6600
Jan. 21, closed Jan. 21., closed
Our Lady of Sorrows Elementary, Jan. 28, closed
891-2555 Feb. &, report cards
Jan. 21, closed Nicholas Orem Middle School,
Piney Branch Elementary, 891-8000 559- 7181
Jan. 21, closed Jan. 21, closed
Jan. 28, closed Jan. 28, half day
Feb. 6, report cards b. 13, half day
Ridgecrest Elementary, 559-0880 Takoma Academy 434-4700
Jan. 21, Jan. 21, closed
Jan. 28, half day Takoma Intermediate, 650-6444
Feb. 13, half day Jan. 21, closed
Sligo Adventist Elementary, Jan. 28, closed
434-1417

T ————




A Special Session of the
Council was called on

December 17, 1990
Upon motion by Councilmember
Hamilton, duly nmnm Council-
member Douglas, the C convened
into Special Session at 8:29 p.m. totake
"2 E5LTA Appormneas, Reso
LTA Appointments, R nton
#1990-115 was unanimously passed,
appointing the following persons to
serve on the Commission on Landlord
and Tenant Affairs: Debarah Cate (term

Resolution #1990-116 was unani-
mously passed, acknowledging Mont-
gomezy County Chaptes NAACP Presi-
dent Roscoe Nix, who is retiring as
President after 10 years, The Resolu-
ton will be forwarded to the NAACP
for presentation at a ceremony honor-
ing Mz. Nix in January, 1991
Resolution of Condolence for
Sammie Abbort, Resolution #1990-117
was unanimously paswd.ﬁglrlnuwiedg%

Housing Inspections for
February

The following property is scheduled
for rental housing inspections during
the month of February: 7600 Maple
Avenue

The property owner is responsible
for being present at the time of the
inspection. If an owner is unable to
artend, then the owner must appoint

ing the many civic s o
former Mayor Sammie Abbott and ex-
pressing sympathy to the Abbor fam-
ily. The Resolution also mandares that

expites §/30/91); Claudetre Thomp

(term expires 6/30/92); and Wanda

Moore (term expires 6/30/93).
Acknowledgement of Roscoe Nix.

the Municipal Building flags will be
flownat astundl January 6,1991.
—submitted by City Clerk

to be &Tm‘ and represent
him/her during the inspection.

Access must be supplied to all dwell-
ingunits and common areas during this
inspection, All smoked mustbe
operational at the time of this inspec-

ton,
bmitted by Darlene Morning

Tentative Council Agenda

The following is a tentative Council
agenda for January 11-February 11,
1991, Items are subject to chamge. Plaase
callthe administrative o u.l?ﬂ-l?ﬂﬂ?

fication o

for ing times verif

agenda.
January 21, 1991, Martin Luther King,
Lr.'s ;:irthday observed—city offices

insed.
Tuesday, January 22, 1991, Council
Worksession
—Discussion of City Administrator’s
Recommendations on the i
Task Force Recycling Report
—Discussion of City Adminisgrator’s
Report of Cable Recommendations
—Discussion of Resolution Adopring

NFZ Top Weapons Producers List

—Discussion of Ciry Clerk's Proposal
Re: Ciry's Minutes

Monday, January 28, 1991, regular
Council meeting

—Resolutions of Appreciation for
Norman Gleichman znd James S.
Arisman

—Appoi of Council her to
Ward 7 seat.
Tentative February worksession items:

—Discussion and Review of Farmers
Market Guidelines

Monday, February 4, 1991, Council
Waorksession

—Discussion and Review of Second
Drafr of Article 7

Register Now for Winter
Classes

The Takoma Park Recreation Dept.
is offering a variety of classes this win-
ter. Classes are offered on a firstcome,
first-served basis, and pre-regismation
is cequired. Most classes begin the first
week of February, except where noted.

Acrobics (High Impact}—Mon. &
Thurs,, 7:40-8:40 Takomalnterm.
School. $42/12 begins Feb. 4.

Aerobics {Low Impact}—Sat. 9-10
a.m.,Takoma Inzerm. School, $36/12
wks. begins Feb. 2.

Art (Oils 8 Acrylics)—Thurs. 7:30-
9:30 p.m., Municipsl Bldg, $30/10

wks,, begins Jan. 31.

Quilting {Intermediate}—Tues. 7:30-
9:30 p.m., Municipal Bldg., $28/8 wks.
plus materials, begins Feb. 5.

Slimnastics—Mon. & Thurs. 6:30-
7ﬂmm..'i'akamllnms:hoel. $42/
12 begins Feb. 4.

Yoga (Beginning)—Mon. 7-8:30
p.m., Takoma Interm. School, 542/12

wks. begins Feb. 4.

Yoga (Advanced)—Wed. 7-8:30
p.m., Takoma Interm. School, $42/12
wits. Begins Feb. 6.

For further information, call the rec-
reation department, 270-4048.

Ski Roundtop Trips

Takoma Park Recreation Depart-
ment and the Hyattsville Deparmment
of Parks and Recreation are co-spon-
soring two ski mips to Ski Roundtop,
Lewisherzy, PA, on Saturday, Feb. 2
and Sunday, Feb. 17, from 1 p.m. to
approximately 12:30 a.m. The tripsare
limited to teens and adults,

The cast is $37 per person, per trip,
and includes ski rental, lift ticker, and
transportation. Ski lessons are §15

extra,

Deadline for registration is Friday,
January 23 for the Feb. 2nd wip, and
Friday, February 8 for the February
17th ski trip. For farther information,
call the recreation department, 270-
4048.

Snow Removal

The Department of Housing and
Community Development requests all
property owners to remove all snow

INITY ¢& HOUSING

and ice from their sidewalks, Section
11-36 of the Takoma Park Code re-
quires all sidewalks to be kept free of ice
and snow. Violators are subject ro mu-
nicipal infraction citations which carry
penaltics of §75.00 to §150.00 per day.
Additional information regardingsnow
removal laws is available from the De-
partment of Housing and Community
Development. Please call 270-5900.

COLTA Business

The Commission on Landlord and
Tenant Affairs Business Meeting will be
February 7, 1991, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Conference Room.

On January 4, 1991, COLTA issued
a decision granting rentincreases above
the renr stabilization level for 8324
Roanoke Avenue.

On January 17,2 COLTA hearingis
scheduled for a petitioned rent increase
above the reat stabilization ceiling for
236 Manor Circle.

Kenyatta’s Afro Tales
Commemorate Black
History Month

“] went and I saw for you!

Ses so we may seel”

With this ancient introduction, na-
tionally known storyteller Jamal Koram
begins a performance which combines
African American tradition, African
folklore, written and oral history, per-
sonal experience and music in a unique
and invigorating blend.

Mr, Koram, who will rm at the
i st

30pm.ina program for adules
and &ddrm.lmfncued on i
to audiences of all ages for the past 12
years. His stories span the diaspora,
and include Anansi tales, Br'er Rabbit
sales, Lion tales, and other stories and
songs from ancient and contemporary
events and personalities. Preregistra-
tion is requested for this free show.
Call 270-1717.

Designing Women Art
Show
“Designing Women,” 3 group show
ing the talents of several area
commercial illustrators and graphic de-
signers, including
Jeffries Whatmore, Helen Burling

Carole Lowry, Chris |

Ottaway, and Johanra Vogdsmg, will
be on display in the Library during
February.

19290
Continued from page 1

and soda continers. Containers to
collect used anti-freeze were placed at
the Public Works yard next to the used
oil bins in November, Takoma Park

also sponsored two mixed paper recy-
cling drives collecting hard-to-dispose
of telephone books, magazines, and
junk mail.

During the year, the City collected
over 742 tons of newspaper, 460 tons
of glass, aluminum cans, and tin and bi-
metal containers, 18 tons of corrugated

cardboard, 30 tons of scrap metal, and
approximately 150 tons of leaf and
yard waste.

The City has received much praise
for being an innovative recycler and has
been featured in numerous newspapers
qdnnCBSTel:viliunNmanddi:
Discovery i

land Municipal League and by Prince
George's Citizens fora Cleaner County,
for its recycling program.

-Natalie R

- wid
Public Works

Phonebooks, Magazines
and Junk Mail Wanted
The Ciry has scheduled another

mixed paper collection drive of
phonebooks, magazines and junk
mail for Saturday and Sunday,
February 2and 3, kom 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. The collection box will be
located in frant of the Municipal
Building at 7500 Maple Ave. Junk
mail should be placed in brown
bags, The vendor who acceps this
material can not accept plastic bags
at his paper mill.
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Martin Luther King Tribute
The City of Takoma Park, Maryland,
and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Com-
memoration Committes present a
tribute to Dr. King on Monday, January
21 at 7 pam. in the icipal Building
Council Chambers. The services will be
broadeast live on Channel 54. Refresh-
ments will be served following ceremany.

New Crime Line is in Place

As of January 1st, residents can call
a special telephone line—270-0031—
for recorded mformation about crime
in Takoma Park, new crime prevention

Blair H.S., 650-6634, Area Ill: Takoma
R jon Qutreach, 2704048,

1f do mor recsive your
Ti Park Newsletter, plesse consult
the map and call the di ion person

for your ares.
Area It call 2704048, Area [I: Mr. J.
Bellino, ESOL Program, Montgomery

5§88.8222. .
The nex issue of The Newslaster will be
delivered February 15

Tukoma Park Newsletter—January/February 1991

e

Ehd e R

T b

Takoma Park Newsletter
Carollyn James
Editor
Jim Buie
Assistant Editor
o Tl
Design & Production
Tom Espinosa, Transltor

Kirby, Ama Lane,
Shmﬂm. tg!hruf\"m.ln:..
Valerie Petersen-Beard
Contributors

The Takoma Park Nawoletter is the official
y publication of the City of Takoma Pazk.

information con-

caming q% , phott, eec., phone her 2 270-1700.
Letters To The Editor must be limited 1 250
words. Please refer to article on Newsletier

Guidelines in September 1980) for
el el oty

Takoma Park
Tekoma Park, Md. 20912,

The editors of the paper reserve the right o
dnlhcnpﬁdﬂmﬁmhhqﬁ.ddm

siyle,
Pleuse

necemarily represent the-
 or the policy of the Gity of Takorna Park.

tips and special police announcements.
Community Services Supervisor

tening to the bulletin, peop

with additional information about the

reported events. She said the recording

will be updated each Friday afternoon.

Remember, the City
will be Closed on
January 21.
Except for the police,
there will be no
Municipal Services
on that day.

Mlustrations

Kirsten Carreno, 13, of Sligo
Adventist School, drew the picture on
this page.

Children who are interested in con-
tributing drawings to The Newsletzer
should submit sketches done in black
felt tip pen on unlined, white paper. All
submirred drawings should include the

ist's and school,

To submit drawings, contact the edi-
tor of The Newsletter at 7500 Maple
Avenue, Takoms Park, MD 20912 or
call her at 270-1700,

Deadline for the next
issue of the Takoma
Park Newsletter IS:

Friday, February 1




