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President’s
Message

Summer is over, and what a summer it was,
infused for some of us with the culture of
Britain and Ireland. Many W.L.S.E. members
volunteered at the Highlands Games in August
and several, including my husband and me,
visited the lands of our ancestors. We visited
family in Belfast and also went to Scotland.

Once again, I played my game of seeking out
strains of British practice and tradition that I
see every day in Denver — and in looking for
bits of Americana over there. They all drive on
the wrong side of the road — how did that hap-
pen? But, the similarities are far more com-
mon, and I’m wondering: Who influenced
whom? Could the Beatles have become rock
stars without Elvis? Did that funny country-
western band in Donegal know that its music
originated with the Wlster-Scots 'who came to
the colonies 300 years ago?

Our two cultures copy each other indiscrimi-
nately, and jokes, music, slang and fashion
jump the ocean at the speed of light. Here’s a
taste of the cross-cultural currents.

We met the owner of a bookstore, No Alibis,
in Belfast, David Tarrant. He specializes in
mysteries, and we soon learned that he visits
Denver and among his acquaintances here are
two of our best mystery writers, Stephen
White, and my old friend, John Dunning.

Coors beer and street advertising are big in the
United Kingdom, and I nearly fell off a curb in
Belfast when I saw an astonishing conver-
gence of the two: a compact-size taxi covered
from grille to taillight in a garishly colored ad
for that Rocky Mountain brew.

Glasgow, Scotland, is surprisingly easy to na-
vigate, on foot for us, though drivers, too,
must appreciate its layout. It’s built on a grid
system — modern by European standards
which grew up by paving cow paths and
wagon roads, all curvy and confusing.
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These Brits and Irish don’t seem to mind ex-
pressing their opinions on American politics.
In fact, they act like they are us, going on and
on about Barack Obama, Bill Clinton or
whoever is in the news. I’'m impressed with
how much they know — far more than Ameri-
cans know about their politics — but I wonder:
How would they like it if I let loose on what I
think about the queen or, God forbid, Irish
political parties? A particularly notable fellow
this trip was a cabbie in Belfast who was a
native of Algeria. That the U.S. now has an
African-American president meant a lot to
him: “It shows America is changing,” he said.

Then there’s the matter of consumer goods.
Belfast folks do not have Ziploc bags, and I
can’t imagine how they live without them.
We, on the other hand, don’t have streaky ba-
con, baps, rhubarb yogurt or fizzy water dis-
pensed in vending machines. But we both
have those ubiquitous plastic grocery bags,
huge do-it-yourself stores like Home Depot,
verdant parks, nice little restaurants and pizza.

‘We’re equally committed to historic preserva=—- -

tion and education, though I’ll never figure out
their system. Astonishingly, to me, religious
bodies are involved in public education, and
integrated schools in Northern Ireland are
those that admit both Catholics and Protes-
tants. We, on the other hand, do not have
much rugby or folksy horseracing tracks, a
pocket of distinct culture if ever there was one:

Then, there are newspapers — they proliferate.
Any shop has up to ten from a local area,
backing every political position. The tabloids
are brassy and amusing, hard to believe a word
they publish. Still, T wish we had these
choices.

Britain, Ireland and America: Mostly, a varia-
tion on the themes we know so well — freedom
of expression, various forms of the free mar-
ket, commitment to democracy and to fair
play. I cheer the brilliance of our Founding
Fathers who separated church and state, and 1
am glad we kicked out King George III. But
now we revel in our shared history, customs
and friendship. Long may it wave.

Zeoe vor fmﬁzgrfzh O
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W.L.S.E. Program Schedule

26 September

Genealogy and English Parish Churches — Paul Kilburn

English parish churches still dominate many of the villages of England. These
houses of worship are still busy religious and social centers, and they often remain
the only physical connection to our English ancestors. This talk will picture many
of these churches with their adjacent reverend's houses. The genealogical records
they once housed have been relocated, but many genealogical features still remain
to connect with your ancestor.

Paul Kilburn is a W.I.S.E. member and England country expert. A past president
of W.IS.E., Paul has been a genealogist for over 30 years, and a member of several
genealogical organizations. He has travelled extensively in search of ancestral roots
— Canada, England, Ireland, Scotland, Holland, France, Germany and Poland --
and traces his ancestry back past the Mayflower to William the Conqueror and
Charlemagne.o

24 October

Accents and Dialects of the British Isles — Panel of Speakers

The program will feature native-speakers from Wales, Ireland, Scotland and Eng-
land. We'll listen to them individually and enjoy their conversations. We'll talk
about the dialect differences heard from various parts of the British Isles. A list of
websites will be handed out for further listening and study of accents.o

5 December

British Tea Time — Judy Williams ,

Bring your favorite holiday goodies to share. We will discuss how and when tea
made its way to the British Isles, and learn what impacts British tea time had on the
rest of the western world. We will also explore the different traditions of taking tea
through the British Isles This, and more, as we sample some special holiday teas.

Judy Williams is a certlﬁed tea specialist who enjoys sharing her passion for tea
with others. She speaks on the history and art of tea, teaches classes on tea and con-
ducts tea tastings for private parties and tea cafes. She is a member of the Specialty

Tea Institute and the Tea Association of the U.S.A.00

--continued from53

“luck of the Irish,” for the records were in the
first of five churches he thought might hold the
records, given the family's location.

Mystery #2: Why did mother Margaret and
brood go to Washington, D.C., in 1872?

In 1880, the family is living in Washington,
D.C. What motivated the pregnant widow, Mar-
garet, and her brood of five to head for Wash-
ington, D.C., after her husband's death in
November 1871(?) Her youngest child, Edward,
was born in D.C. in 1872. For years I thought
that she or her husband must have had relatives
there. I never could find a Cross connection,
although the family plot at Mt. Olivet is
adjacent to another Cross plot. That family had

totally dlfferent roots and occupations and there
is no hint of any relatlonshlp to the family of
Joel Cross.

Recently, when I learned from two sources that
Margaret's family name was Cloon, I hoped I
would find family members in D.C., but that
also has proven to be a dead end. There are no
families who could possibly be kin in the na-
tion’s capital. Now I believe it was the prospect
of work for the federal government that drew
mother Margaret. :

Mpystery #3: How did the family get the politi-
cal clout from Mobile, Alabama, to land the
younger Maggie a lifelong job at the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing (BEP)? -
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Therefore, it seems McCartee was still the
chief in early April. It was a time of upheaval
(and scandal) in the BEP, with chiefs serving
only one year. Henry Jewell, who followed
McCartee (to whom the first letter was writ-
ten), was chief in 1876-1877. I suspect the
change happened in April, because Senator
Spencer sent another note to the new chief.

April 17", 1876
Mr. Jewell,

Will do me a great favor by re-hiring Miss Cross. She is
deserving and very needy.

Mr.Geo. E. Spencer, U.S.S.

Chief Jewell was in turn succeeded by Edward
McPherson who served until 1878. O.H. Irish
(1878-1883) was the chief when Maggie was
finally reinstated, 3 years after this appeal; she
had just turned 21.™

My guess is that the senator found some work
for Maggie while working on the reinstatement
(between 1876-1879). The senator was perhaps
otherwise distracted. Spencer, who was a wi-
dower, married a young actress in 1877. They
honeymooned in the Black Hills, Dakota Terri-
tory, and his bride wrote a novel about Calami-
ty Jane, under her pen name of William Loring
Spencer."™

Maggie’s signature appears on the Oath of
Confirmation, July 29, 1890, notarized by Jas.
N. Fitzpatrick. The appointment from the Trea-
sury Department, signed by Secretary W. Win-
dom, listed her as a “Printers Assistant —
Operative.” She worked continuously until
June 2, 1930, when she was 72 years old, hav-
ing been granted a two year extension beyond
age 70 in 1928. Her career as an “operative”
was not glamorous: counting and shifting of
paper in wet rags preparatory to printing gov-
ernment securities and postage stamps, for the
Wetting Division of the Bureau. Lucky for
Maggie, she obtained her post before the 1883
Pendleton Act which made many government
positions available only through competitive
written examination.

Mary and Johanna Joy, born in County Kerry,
Ireland, and sisters of the woman — Birgetta
Carrie Joy — who married Maggie’s brother

John Joseph Cross in December 1881, worked
at the BEP during this time.Perhaps that’s how
John and Birgetta met. My grandmother’s hus-
band, Mendoza Pittman, also worked there
from 1903-1949, and was with us on that 1948
visit to Aunt Maggie.

Maggie’s top pay was $0.55 per hour. Appar-
ently the government erroneously counted her
employment start date as December 1872,
because in the documents it states she had
worked 55 years, 3- months and 9 days on
March 15, 1928. At actual retirement, she had
a 57 year work history with the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing; her pension annuity
was $763.20 per year. Maggie’s record was
surpassed by Emma Brown, who worked at the
BEP from the age of 11 (1865-1924), a
59-year career.™

Mpystery #4: What happened to Maggie’s
younger sister, Ellen?

I found various members of the Cross clan in
the 1890-1898 city directories. I presumed sis-
ter Ellen was dead, because after being listed
as a sponsor on my grandmother’s baptism
form in 1883, I never found her again. In 2008,
on an instinct, I tried to trace the man, Charles
Barnes, who was sponsor of another Joy child
(who died young) in 1885. And there he was in
1900, married to a woman named Ellen, born
in Alabama. This was Maggie’s sister, con-
firmed by a funeral notice in 1937. Ellen died
when I was 7 months old, so no wonder I never
heard her name. I was able to trace the family
through the census records for the next 30
years. I found the names of Ellen’s sons, and
scoured the Internet to discover the address and
phone number of Dr. Paul Barnes, age 80, a
psychiatrist in the D.C. area, and spoke with
him just before Christmas, 2008.

Mystery #5: Where did Maggie live after
1930, when did she die and where was she
buried?

For ten years I searched every grave site where
Joy or Cross family members were buried,
wrote to every Catholic organization and old
persons’ home in the D.C. area. Always the
same negative reply. It was Dr. Barnes who
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~ exhibitions and competitions and many acts on
two main stages. Most popular was singer
Julie Fowlis and the Red Hot Chilli Pipers.
There was a storytelling tent and a climbing
wall for the children, and a Taste of Scotland —
samples of a variety of Scottish foods.

The Clan Village, a tent village representing
125 clans, was unforgettable. Here, the clans
proudly displayed their tartans, badges and
other mementos, and shared fellowship (and
sometimes a “wee dram”) with clan members
from around the world who had “come home”
to Edinburgh for this wonderful weekend.

Because we had Gold Passports, the entrée to
both the Games, the Parade of Clans and the
Gathering pageant, we were able to participate
fully in everything.

On Saturday evening, about 20,000 people
lined the street to watch the Parade of Clans,
up the Royal Mile from Holyrood Palace to
Edinburgh Castle. We were in the midst of the
marchers. Our clan name is Lumsden, and we
marched -among- eur fellow clansmen behind
our clan banner, our chief and other clan offi-
cials, with a piper immediately behind us. Tra-
ditional costumes — kilts and tartan skirts and
dresses — were everywhere.

On arriving at Edinburgh Castle, we made our
way to our seats to take in a pageant entitled,
Aisling’s Children: Tales of the Homecoming.
It began with the founding of the Scottish na-
tion and ran through to the present day, telling
the dramatic story of the clans’ role in the his-
tory of Scotland. There were about 200 cast
members, with music, dance and narrative, as
well as spectacular lighting and audiovisual
effects. Although the night was chilly, seats in
the stands on the Castle Esplanade were cozy,
well worth some discomfort to experience thls
magical production.

Highland Games continued on Sunday. We
chose to explore Edinburgh shops and tourist
locations rather than return to Holyrood Park.

All in all, our weekend in Edinburgh was noth-
ing short of fabulous. It was a wonderful start
to the next two weeks, during which our family
toured Scotland, visiting some places from
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which our forebears hailed and some that were
just of tourist interest. The event organizers
have hailed the Gathering a big success and are
considering making it a regular fixture, since
the economic benefits surpassed expectations.
If they do so, you can be sure we will be
there.o

Pilgrims’ Parish Churches
Part1

—Paul Kilburn

Parish churches played a big role in the lives of
Pilgrims who sailed to New England on the
Mayflower in 1620. The Pilgrim Separatists
had their religious origins in Lincolnshire and
adjacent Nottinghamshire, where several of the
future leaders lived and worshipped. The Pil-
grim story is well known, but the role of parish
churches in this area much less so. For these
were the people who eventually separated from

- the Church of England, became Separatists,

and sailed for Amsterdam, Holland, in 1608,
and eventually Leyden. Some of them sailed
first to England and eventually to New Eng-
land. These two Pilgrim articles talk first about
three of the early leaders and their churches,
and second about a fourth leader and their final
exodus from England.!

My wife and I took a genealogical trip to Eng—
land a few years back, and finding and explor-
ing the area of these early Pilgrim activities
was one of our objectives. We were pleasantly
surprised to discover that the English today are
most cognizant of the Separatists’ activities,
that the Pilgrims are hailed as near heroes.
They also provided a flyer and map (Fig 1)
called The Mayflower Trail.i These flyers were
available at all bed-and-breakfasts in the area,
for this is Pilgrim country, and they provide a
large tourist attraction. This flyer made explo-
ration of the churches and meeting halls where
the Separatists had worshipped easy to locate.
We were able to drive the trail in a single day,
and on the second day we explored Fishtoft on

“the Humber some sixty miles to the south

where the Pilgrims first attempted to sail to
Holland. We also visited Boston with its jail
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estates. The castles were needed for defense
fortifications in times of great conflict and
there were many. Some castles are in ruins
now and some are intact, but most can be
visited. There are also local history and cultur-
al centers near many of them, which can be
helpful for family research.

If you are going to Ulster, there are three
castles that will be interesting to visit. In Do-
negal is a castle called Donegal Castle, which
was built by Sir Hugh O’Donnell who was
chieftain of the O’Donnell clan around 1474.
This castle is built on the River Eske and at
that time was the finest Gaelic castle in Ireland.
It was built on land that once held a Viking
fortress. The O’Donnell family ruled Ireland
for 1000 years but finally fled to Spain in the
Flight of the Earls in 1607. They tried to de-
stroy the castle by fire before leaving, but
enough was left for the English Captain Brook
to take over and restore it in the Jacobean style.
It fell into disrepair after the Cromwell inva-
sion, but today is fully restored.

The Dunluce Castle is located on the Antrim
Coast near the Giants Causeway. It sits on a
high rocky cliff and over time some of it has
fallen into the sea. The story is that during a
fierce storm, part of it collapsed into the sea
taking a huge wedding party with it causing
many deaths. It was built around 1200 and en-
larged in 1500-1600. It is thought to have been
built by Richard de Burgh but taken over in
1565 by “Sorley Boy” MacDonnell and his
family. He was a Scottish chieftain who ruled
the northern coast of Ireland and was called the
Lord of Isles. Queen Elizabeth I was not happy
about that and ordered Dunluce to be taken. He
lost this unique castle to Shane O’Neill and
then to Sir John Perrott, an English subject.
“Sorley” MacDonnell was forced to swear al-
legiance to the English Kingdom, which
enabled him to retain some authority over the
castle.

In County Fermanagh is the Enniskillen Castle
on the banks of the River Erne. Hugh Maguire,
chieftain of Fermanagh and his brother Tho-
mas built it in 1415. It was a stronghold to

guard one of the few passes into Ulster making
it strategically important.

It had a square shape with twin towers and
cone shaped turrets. Hugh Maguire was known
as “The Hospitable” chieftain who promoted
music, poetry and education during times of
peace. After the O’Donnells and the O’Neills
attacked Enniskillen, portions of the castle
were destroyed to prevent English control. It
was of no avail as it eventually became an
English garrison.

No matter what area of Ireland you are touring,
you will find a castle or two to visit and the
experience will enrich your knowledge of the
local history.o

Welsh Surnames
--Samuel O. Kuntz

Surnames first appeared in Europe between the
eleventh and fifteenth centuries with the patro-
nymic surnames in Wales being adopted in the
nineteenth century. The word surname comes
from the French word “surnom,” or the Latin
"super nomen," signifying above the name.
At first, surnames appeared before the given
name.

Most surnames fall into four categories:

e Surnames derived from first names, include
Johnson, Fitzhugh, MacNeal, Petrowsky, and
Paulowitz, referring to a male ancestor, but
occasionally they are matronymic.

e Occupational surnames refer to the bearer’s
occupation. Examples are Cooper (barrel
maker or a cooper), Cook, Smith, Baker,
Jenner (a joiner) and Taylor.

e Locational or topographic surnames are de-
rived from the place where the bearer lived.
These include Woods, Ford, Grant, Shannon,
River and Bush. The Dutch use “Van” in
front of the place meaning “from,” an exam-
ple is Van Buren. The Germans use “Von” to
designate “from.”

e Surnames derived from nicknames or sobri-
quets, include Young, Black, Brown, Long
and Good. :

www.wise-fhs.org




W.LS.E. Words

~-66-~

October, November, December 2009

L . " |

As the world became more populated and as
towns grew many people had the same given
or Christian name. In order to distinguish
them, people would sometimes include where
they came from in their name, such as
Thomas a Becket, or by their occupation, as
John the butcher. Or they would use a descrip-
tive word such as a color or size of the individ-
ual. Some nationalities, such as the Welsh,
used the patronymic system. At the time of
William the Conqueror, in 1066, the Normans
began using surnames.

In Wales the patronymic naming system was
the predominant way of naming people. In the
Welsh language “mab” means “son of,” and
“verch” means daughter of. “Mab” was con-
tracted to “ap” or “ab,” thus a son named Hugh
whose father was John would be called “Hugh
ap John,” or William whose father was Owen
would be called “William ab Owen.”

The 1536 Act of Union (an English law which
incorporated Wales as a part of England) pro-
vided that all official documentation in Wales
was to be carried out in the English language.
This meant that Welsh names were registered
in an anglicized form. The process of civil reg-
istration in 1837 completed the long transition
to fixed surnames.

My great-great-grandfather who was born
in 1797 was the first in the family that angli-
cized his name. When he was born he was giv-
en the name of Robert, his father was John, so
he was called Robert ap John or Ieuan in
Welsh. He changed John to Jones and took the
name Robert Jones.

Many of the Welsh, when they anglicized their
names or took surnames, just dropped the “ap”
from their name and took their father’s first

name as their last name. Some added an “s” to

the name so you have the names like Owen and -

Owens, Williams, Hughes, Jones (son of John)
and Davis (son of David). In some cases the
officials combined “ap” or “ab” with the first
name to come up with names like Prichard
(son of Richard), Bowen (son of Owen), Powel
(son of Howell). Price (son of Rhys) and Pul-
liam (son of William). Other names which

came from John include the name Jenkins, a
corruption of a Flemish version of John, and
Evans which came from Ieuan as did John, or
Jones.

Two brothers may have taken two different last
names depending on who the English official
was at the time they acquired a surname. For
example, one might have been Owen and the
other Owens or Bowen, one Reese and the oth-
er Price, one Richards and the other Prichard.

Some Welsh took a surname based on location
or a nickname, but the prevalent method of
taking surnames was to take the first name of
their father as their last name. Thus it is com-
mon saying that if your last name sounds like a
first name you are probably Welsh.

In Wales, even though some surnames were
taken shortly after the 1536 Act of Union,
many people did not take them until they were
forced to in 1837 by the civil registration
process forced upon them by the English.
Thus, surnames are fairly new to the Welsh
people. This can and does pose significant
problems for genealogists. Also it creates diffi-
culties in trying to tell people about where they
came from in Wales. For unlike Scotland, a
surname in Wales cannot be attached to a re-
gion. One’s last name only depended on his
father’s name and people named John or Ieuan,
William, Hugh, Owen lived all over Wales.o

New at Denver Public Library
-- Zvon Ende Lappin

W.LS.E. has been putting its book fund to
good use with the purchase of new material for
the British Isles genealogy collection of the
Denver Public Library. These include two vo-
lumes on the Irish in eastern Canada, a series
of 12 books with titles beginning “My Ances-
tor Was ...” and a volume on tracing migrants
from Ontario, the latter donated by James K.
Jeffrey on behalf of W.L.S.E. Here are summa-
ries of each: :

Punch, Terrence M., Erin’s Sons: Irish
Arrivals in Atlantic Canada 1761-1853,

]
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volumes 1 ‘and 2, Baltimore: Genealogical
Publishing Co., 2008.

If your Irish ancestors — Catholic or Protestant
— immigrated in the 92-year span covered in
these two neat volumes, you may find unex-
pected details about them here. But beware:
We’re talking about the maritime regions of
Canada — Nova Scotia, Labrador, Newfound-
land, New Brunswick, Cape Breton Island and
Prince Edward Island — not Quebec, where
many of our ancestors disembarked.

Punch himself is a Nova Scotian and he has
combed hundreds of sources, both obscure and
obvious, to come up with hundreds of names,
including spelling variations. All are indexed.
His sources include burial records and head-
stones; military records; lists of convicts trans-
ported to North America; a rare, early census
or two; lists of Loyalists. Many are names of
persons who went from Ireland to America,
then north to Canada after several years. Punch
claims that all are original sources, though he
cites works of others that have helped him in
his research. Each volume also contains a bib-
liography and an alphabetical list of ships.

Though millions of Irish either passed through
eastern Canada on their way south to New
England or settled in the Maritime Provinces
as farmers or fishermen, genealogists have
long been confounded by a dearth of records,
especially compared to those in New York and
New England. Punch goes a long way to recti-
fy this. Each volume totals about 195 pages.

Watts, Michael J. and Christopher T., My An-
cestor Was in the British Army, London: So-
ciety of Genealogists Enterprises Limited,
2009 update of 1991 original.

No sources of genealogical information are
more intimidating than foreign military
records. Even if family lore puts your ancestor
in Wellington’s Army at Waterloo, it’s excee-
dingly difficult to know where to start, espe-
cially if he was a soldier, not an officer. If
you’re lucky enough to know the name or
number of his regiment, you're way ahead of
the game.
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Now this pair of British brothers, Michael and
Christopher Watts, has devised a guide to Brit-
ish' Army records especially for the family his-
torian. It’s based on their experience, well-
organized and-logical, and meant primarily for
researchers with access to sources in the Brit-
ain and Ireland. Americans would use it as a
starting place, a means to become familiar with
the maze of records. Many of these are availa-
ble at the Family History Library and branches
as well as online. (The authors list four pages
of Web sites, some of them subscription.) A
trip to the British Isles would be the next step.
By then, this 303-page guide likely would have
become indispensable.

Perhaps the most important suggestions
offered by the Watts brothers cover the ques-
tion: How do I find my ancestor’s regiment?
First, an approximate date is mandatory. Then,
you must know whether you’re looking for an
officer or a common soldier - the former is far
easier to research. With those two points in
hand, more or less, you’re ready to look for the
organization in which he served, for almost all
records are arranged by regiment. The authors
provide a most comprehensive list of possible
routes, both at the National Archives in Kew at
the Scottish National Archives in Edinburgh as
well as many other possibilities. Also, they
advise that records before and after 1914 are
organized in completely different systems.

(Titles of the 11 other books in the series were
listed in W.IS.E. Words newsletter for July,
August and September 2009.) '

Stratford-Devai, Fawne, Leaving Ontario;
Sources for Tracking Ontario Migrants,
Campbellville, Ontario: Global Heritage Press,
2008. o ‘

Those Irish, Scots and English who settled Up-
per Canada — Ontario as we know it — were
adventurous and optimistic souls, and many
left the province for the western reaches of
both Canada and the United States. It became
an exodus in the 1880s as economic condi-
tions, the promise of better land, completion of
the trans-Canada railroad and wanderlust pro-
pelled these industrious people to pull up
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