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Re-Opening Wrightsville 

The title above is a little misleading.  Wrightsville UMC has not closed during this  
pandemic.  Our church has been extremely active in worship, study, and service.  As you 
know, all those things have looked different than normal; but we have not ceased, for even 
one minute, being the church.  I am very proud of the way our members and staff adapted 
so quickly to the challenges placed upon us by COVID-19.  Thank you for being so  
flexible in these unprecedented times. 

Nevertheless, we are all eager to get back in the building again, especially to worship  
together in our sacred space with our sisters and brothers in Christ.  Our staff and  
Administrative Council are busy making plans that will facilitate our ability to gather  
together without compromising the health and safety of the people who worship and work 
here.  We have been carefully looking at the Governor’s Three Phase plans for re-opening 
North Carolina, Bishop Hope Morgan Ward’s guidelines for re-opening United Methodist 
Churches, data from New Hanover County and the state of North Carolina, as well as  
recommendations from members of our church who work in the medical field. 

Our hope is to begin in-person public worship again in mid-July with one option being 
services outside by the stage at the Wrightsville Beach Park.  People will need to bring 
their own lawn chairs to sit in and masks to wear.  Obviously, we will need to  
maintain proper etiquette when it comes to social distancing.  Parking is free for up to two 
hours and the bathrooms will be open to the public.  We will also be using a FM  
transmitter for those who would like to come; but remain in their cars.  This would be one 
service on Sunday morning and the time has still not been determined.  Online worship 
will continue to be made available every week. 

Meanwhile, Sundays at Six will take a similar approach with outdoor worship.  That service 
is exploring two options: one would be at the park overlooking the water on South  
Channel Drive and the other is in the parking lot underneath the fellowship hall.    

Adult small groups would be allowed to meet in person in the building once the state’s 
Phase 3 begins; however, those meetings will be restricted to the Fellowship Hall where  
we have the most room to spread out.  Youth and children’s gatherings would take place  
outside for the time being. 

There are several reasons why we are taking a very cautious approach to reuniting in  
person. 

1) While the rate of infection is starting to decline nationwide it has not subsided in 
North Carolina or New Hanover County.  As I write this, the six zip codes where 
the majority or our church members live have actually seen a larger number of  

      cases in the last few weeks than we did in the first weeks of the pandemic.  Some 
of that is probably due to more available testing; but it is too early to say that the 
virus is actually declining in our area. 

 

                     (continued on page 2) 
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Join Pastor Christina  
and Annie Oak  

(Annie Jewell, Justin Lacy,  
and David Canning)  

as we get creative this summer!  

Worship with us on  
Facebook Live or YouTube  

every Sunday night at 6 pm.  

You do not need an account to 
view the service on either platform. 

Have art, photography, or other 
creative endeavors that you’d like 

to share in worship? 

Email: 

christinat@wrightsvilleumc.org 

(continued from page 1) 

2)   Our sanctuary and fellowship hall were designed to seat a lot of people in relatively small spaces.   
      Additionally, we have very narrow hallways, narrow entrances, and small bathrooms.  Not only is it  
      difficult to remain six feet apart from other people; but there are so many places and items where a person 

could unknowingly leave germs behind that another person could touch a few minutes later. 

3) We could leave it up to each person or family to decide for themselves; but we worship a God who tells us 
time and time again to care for the most vulnerable members of our community.  Even though many  

      individuals will choose to continue virtual worship, we want to make reasonable accommodations to  
      include as many people as possible. Being outside has been shown to be safer than being in a confined 

space, so we're going to try that first. 

John Wesley’s first rule for the people called Methodists was “Do no harm.”  And Jesus himself taught us to 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”  We all want to worship together, every single one of us does, even those who 
are planning not to join in-person worship until a vaccine is invented.  But, we also want to have some assurance 
that our congregating will not put others in harm’s way.  These are tricky times.  Thank you for your patience and 
understanding as we strive together to best love the Lord our God and love our neighbors as ourselves.  I look 
forward to continuing to worship with you online and to seeing you in person when we gather in July. 

May the Peace of Christ be with you. 

Pastor Doug     
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 1. Your safety is our priority 
 2. Nourish NC is able to purchase large quantities of food at greatly reduced prices

The Outreach Committee is excited to announce a five week VIRTUAL Food Drive for NOURISH 
NC beginning Sunday, May 31 through July 4. Our five week goal this year is to collect $10,000 which 
will feed 200 children for five weeks. There has been an increased demand of 50% since Covid-19 and 
Nourish is feeding 1,670 children from 51 schools in the county. 

While in years past we have encouraged you to go shopping and bring your items to the church for  
delivery, this year we will only be asking for monetary donations because: 

To add some fun to this Food Drive, we will offer a different suggestion for each week when we send 
out the Wednesday and Saturday eblasts.  If you aren’t signed up to receive the eblasts, please email  
Susan at susan@wrightsvilleumc.org. 

If you would like to make a donation online, you can do so here (please choose Nourish NC from the 
drop down menu). If you would like to write a check please make it out to WUMC and write 
"Nourish NC” on the memo line. Mail to WUMC/P.O. Box 748/Wrightsville Beach NC/28480.  
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As you can see from the American 
Red Cross poster on the right of 
this page, Wrightsville UMC was 
recognized “as an extraordinary 
Blood Program Partner who stood 
with the American Red Cross  
during the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

We have tentatively planned the 
next Blood Drive which will take 
place on Monday, August 10, from 
9 am-2 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

Please check out the July newsletter 
for more information and how you 
can sign up! 
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Vision 2020 
 

The practice for June is Bible Study. 

Daily reading of  Scripture is fundamental to our faith as Christians. 

The Bible is God’s Word to us. 

We invite you to read the book of  Luke, one chapter a day, six days a week this month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If  you need a copy of  Vision 2020 please click here  
or call the church office at 910-256-4471 for a paper copy. 

All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof,  

for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone  

who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

Book Discussion 

Join Mel Pitts on Monday mornings at 10:30 am 
for a book discussion via Zoom. Currently  

reading Braving the Wilderness, by Brene Brown, 
the next title is Leslie Weatherhead’s  

The Will of God. 

 They will begin the discussion of  

The Will of God on July 13. 

Interested? 

Please contact  
donna@wrightsvilleumc.org 

for Zoom call info. 

 

http://www.wrightsvilleumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020-Booklet.pdf
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All of  the groups listed below are currently meeting on Zoom and welcome newcomers  
or returnees at any time!  We’d love to have you join a study or class!  Reach out to  
donna@wrightsvilleumc.org for more information about a study and for Zoom call info. 

 

Monday Morning Book Study, led by Mel Pitts, is currently reading Braving the Wilderness and 
discusses the book at 10:30 am on Monday. 

 

Monday Night Blessings is a Women’s Bible study led by Ann Jenkins on Monday evenings 6-7 
pm that is currently beginning a new study of   New Testament Letters. 

 

Mothers’ Bible Study, led by Ashley Lee, is a community of  mothers who meet on Wednesday 
mornings at 9:30 for fellowship and support. 

 

Holy Yoga is a weekly yoga class led by Kim Brite that offers an opportunity for the intentional 
practice of  connecting our entire being, body, mind and spirit with God.  Grab your mat and join 
us on Wednesday at 5:30 pm. 

 

Young Adults/College Connect gets together weekly to chat and connect with each other on 
Wednesday evenings at 7 pm. 

 

Men’s Bible Study, led by Gene Ingle and Jack Kilbourne , meets Thursday mornings at 6:45 am 
for Bible study and fellowship. 

 

Ladies’ Bible Study, led by Linda Chapman, meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 9 am for  
Bible study and fellowship. 

 

mailto:donna@wrightsvilleumc.org
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Wrightsville United Methodist Church: Class of 2020 

Our Baccalaureate celebration will be part of our virtual Worship service on June 7. 

Madison Leigh Bagley 

Ann McBryde Barker 

Alexander David Beste 

Victoria Gail Byrd 

Madeline Trask Eckel 

Carly L. Farmer 

Henry Clifton Ferrell, IV 

Chelsea Harris 

Jordan Starbuck Harris 

Helen Grace Hutchins 

Samantha Jackson Jarnagin 

Welsey Gustav Kanyok 

Skylar Rhodes Kelly 

Lacey Mae Kleppinger 

Christopher E. Konrady 

Olivia Grace Lain 

Brady Leger 

Caroline Leigh Locklear 

Addie Lewis 

Alexandra Kate Miller 

Molly Elizabeth Pierson 

Taylor Rose Sizemore 

Harrison Spicuzza 

Parran Wood Spivey 

Jack Thomas 

Camden DrewAnn Warlick 

Mary Martha Wells 

Claire Witmer 

Katie Witmer 

College 

Jennifer McKenzie Warner Barker 

Logan Trevor Chadwick 

Olivia Elizabeth Freeman 

William West Graham 

Andrew S. Kerekes 

Ana Lambeth 

Rachel Claire Locklear 

John M. Sandlin, Jr. 

Graduate School 

Tori Kerekes 

Hello Church Family, 

Bob and I are missing you all so much! Please 
know that we keep you all in our prayers and  
cannot wait for the next time that we all gather! 

  God’s love & peace, Carla Schiffel 

To the whole staff - 

You guys have been wonderful! So comforting to 
know you are there.  Stay safe. 

  Love, Gloria Kidd 

Thank you to everyone on the staff for all you are 
doing to bring the church to us! I know it is extra 
work and probably a learning curve for some. I 
want you to know that it is appreciated! 

                                       Lisa Brewster 

Thinking of all of you and miss seeing all of you.  
Sending love and prayers for health and safety… 
hope we are back together soon! 

 With love & prayers, Frances Mitchell 

Hello Everyone, 

I so appreciate all the wonderful information you 
are providing during this isolation and time of 
crisis for our country and world. God bless all of 
you. 

    Martha Leonard 

Dear WUMC, 

Thank you for all your diligent efforts. They mean 
so much to me and the other congregants.  God 
Bless You- 

   Vickie Ryan-Barr 

High School 
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WUMC’s Super Teaching Staff 

This month we say “thank you” to all those who so faithfully serve in the teaching ministry of this congregation.  

In June we will honor these teachers with a gift given in their honor to the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 

– a group that shares their love for others and commitment to making a difference. 

Nursery staff: 

Kathleen Crowley, Joanne Diamond, Olivia Ward, Audrey Ward, Leigh Lewis 

Middle School Sunday School Teachers: Barbara Gowdy, Todd Lambeth, Hope and Dave Brewer,  

Alice and Jim Dean  

High School Sunday School Teachers: Frances Knowles, Lisa Hayward, Cindy Locklear, Spencer and Kristi Jarnagin, 

Catherine Perry, Jerome Pinckney  

4:12 Sunday Night Faith Keepers: Casi Healy, Jackson Norvell, Carey Avant, Michelle and Jimmy Waters,  

David Rizzo  

God’s Girlz Life Group Faith Keepers: Lori Kilbourne, Kristi Jarnagin, Laura Orr and Laura Midgett  

Middle School Boys Life Group Faith Keepers: Jack Kilbourne, Scotty Selby, Graham Whitehead, Greg Ford, Trip 

Speight, Patrick Buckner  

High School Life Group Faith Keepers: Jackson Norvell, Ben Schosek, Casi Healy  

Confirmation Mentors: Hope and Dave Brewer, Lauren Smith, Kim Gilbert, David and Courtney Wilson  

Children of J.O.Y.  

Faithful 5th Youth Group: Kristin and Scotty Selby and Jamie Borum  

Joyful for Jesus: Tara and Mike Sullivan, Kristi and Todd Midgett, Jill Giuffre, Susan and Casey Salem 

Vacation Bible School Design Team: Gina Good, Sara Morris, Stephanie Buckner, Brittany Witmer, Heather Senter, 

Emily Lackey, Kerry Murphy, Ruth Cotton, Babs Sutton,  plus all of you who love and support VBS in so many  

different wonderful ways! 

Children of J.O.Y. Sunday School 

3 Year Old Class: Mikki Perry, Ben and Melissa Schosek, Katie Horne, Kristi and Todd Midgett  

Pre-K Class: Holly and Cliff Ray, Meredith and Trevor Collins, Leslie and Zack Nichols, Emily and Paul McNamara  

Kindergarten: Babs Sutton, Donna Hudson, Kim Goodwin, Mary Konrady, Katie Dattilo, Susan and Elle Garrett  

1st Grade: Emily and Paul McNamara, Anna Hergenrader, Rob and Megan Morgan, Hilary Bradley, Mary  

Konrady, Brent and Beth Dixon  

2nd Grade: Meighan and Buck Rowlee, Kelly and Jason Toups, Emily and Evans Lackey 

3rd Grade: Jessie Perry, Logan Sullivan, Anna Bruton, Scarlet Campbell,  

4th and 5th Grade: Kristin and Scotty Selby, Caroline and Buck Beam, Maggie Guggenheimer, Hope Conway,  

David and Courtney Wilson, Heather Senter, Courtney and Chris Rickert, Ann Bumgardner  

8:15 Wiggle Worship Coordinator: Donna Hudson 

11:15 Wiggle Worship Coordinator: Anna Bruton 

Adult Sunday School teachers: 

Mel Pitts, Barny Ratliff, Dick Horgan, Todd Lambeth, Bern Coulter, Bill McLain, Peggy Efird, Scott Whisnant, Sherri 

and Gene Ingle and Kim and Patrick Edwards, Carol Goehring, Catherine Perry, Myk Hutsell, and Jerome Pinckney 

Adult Small Group and Education Ministry Leaders: 

Sherri Ingle, Ann Jenkins, Gene Ingle, Jack Kilbourne, Linda Chapman, Connie Rogers,  Ashley Lee,  

Donna Hickman, Lesli Musselwhite, Jay Harris, David Ray, Anne Fowler, Mary Konrady, John Adams,  

David Goehring, Mel Pitts, Doug Lain, Christina Turner 

 

As is true with any list, I am sure we have neglected to mention someone’s name.  For that we are truly sorry!  

Please know how much we appreciate ALL those who serve in the Educational ministries of Wrightsville UMC! 
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Make sure you are 
checking out  

Sunday school 
every Sunday 

morning! 
Check your email, 

Instagram,  
Facebook or  

Remind texts for 
the link to the  

lesson! 

Don’t forget to join us for Music and Storytime  

on June 1st and 4th! 

(Stayed tuned for VBS Kick-off on Monday, July 6!) 

Story Time! 

June 1st and 4th 

Music with  

Ms. Courtney! 

June 1st and 4th! 
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Join us Wednesday, June 3, for game night! 
7-8 pm on Zoom! 

Amazon gift cards for all winners! 

4:12 Sunday School every Sunday 
morning on Zoom! 

9:30-10:30: Middle School 

10:30-11:30: High School 

Watch your email on Sunday mornings 
for links to call in! 

4:12 Friday Devotion 

Enjoy a weekly devotion from one of our  

4:12 youth every week! 

Check Facebook, Instagram, emails and  

Remind Texts 

  Wednesday 

      Ju
ne 3 

Please read Pastor Doug’s letter  
on pages 1 and 2 of this newsletter 

for more information about  
gathering together in person! 

Stay tuned as we get all the  
details figured out!   

Won’t it be wonderful when  
we get to see each other 

 in person??? 
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1. Howard Rockness, Nickie Ray, Kirstin Lewis, Charlie Fatzinger, Gloria Edwards, Steve Wells, 
Jeannie Lister, Jimmy Yokeley 

2. Ann Millard, Lynn Davis, Edward Simmons, Lisa Caddell, Olivia Hutsell, Mason Whitlow, Alex 
Beste, Courtney Aughtry, Greg Pittillo, Bry Miles 

3. Tom Richardson, Nancy Smith, Ann Holt, Patrick Weaver, Jennifer Harris, Margaret Gresham, 
Kim Turner Freshwater, Linda Ritenhour, Ann McBryde Barker, Meghan Corbett 

4. Diane Ginthner, Teresa Willetts, Judi Wells, Katie Strobush, Michael Everhardt, Katrina 
Willingham 

5. Steve Hughes, Paige Nagle, Emily Leister, Brent Moore, Jessica Spencer, John Robert McNeill, 
Madeline Claire McNeill, Leslie Horst 

6. Jim Whitaker, Yates Weaver, Lacey Kleppinger, J.W. Musselwhite 
7. Linda Smith, Olivia Ward, Melissa Schosek, Leah Scaringe, Ty Hines 
8. Ed Goldston, Carl Rogers, Eleanor Snell, Tim Moore, Morgan Lazorchick, Lee Cowper, Michael 

Phelps 
9.   Steve Wahnsiedler, Shannon Maus, Zoe Caliva, Mike Saieed, Sara Yorba 
10.  Elsie Kelly, Wes Edwards, Dixon Dickens, Brad Busby, MaLynne Futch 
11.  Andy Anderson, Kristen Bazemore, Cate Beste, Sasha An 
12.  Jan Burgess, Colby Byrd, Parker Whitlow 
13.  Frank Leak, Beth Magrath, Dan Ludwig, Blayne Joyner 
14.  Bill Kirby, Ann Shearon, Jane Roberson, Lindsay Bass, Sophie Whisnant, Zak        
       Giuffre, Ben Pleasants, Jackson Renton, Graham Farrell, Penelope Dills 
15.  Walt Andrews, Deb Shulse, Flo McClain, Bill Golder, Vance Prescott 
16. Lois Liborio, Tyson Bridger, Amy Oots 
17. Paige Sweyer, Nate Landon, Rudy Dombroski, Nancy Cates, Dan Nece, Amy Yerdon 
18. Diane Bame, Todd Garrett, David Hearn, Kerry Murphey, Nancy Ludka 
19. Susan Treadway, Len Jenkins, Erika Lewis, Tyler Baucom, Michael Madden, Selah Hebbard 
20. Caroline Lytle, Zack Gowdy, Amy Fisher, Bill McClain, Jess Bolton, Fisher Bolton 
21. Phil Phillips, David Sweyer, Irene Seeling, Beth Perry, Mary Honbarrier, Sienna Kanyok, Allen     
      Rippy, III, Kaylee Thigpen, Lentz Brewer 
22. Steve Cotton,  Jessie Batson, Claudia Webb, Jennie Duncan, Martha Blacher, Hadley Midgett,   
      Winston Lilly 
23. Becky Phillips, Roland Stoner, Isabel Demolina, Graham Whitehead 
24. Janice Catlin, Tiffany McWhorter, Dylan Nelson, Brooks Isear, Lauren  
      Dudley, John Cash Walker 
25. Larry Snider, Bob Jones, Lynn Neill, Harper Menius, Peter Sweyer 
26. Alice Dean, Jennifer Dennis, Nina Neill, Ben Wagenseller, Eliana Horne, Max Lewis,    
      Graham Jackson 
27. Jeff Sweyer, Pernilla Kanyok, Wesley Kanyok, Mack Carson, Walt Carson, Mason Doyle, Taylor    
 Pleasant, Reid Nichols, Terry Cole, Natalie Bisplinghoff 
28. Cheryl Newman 
29. Martha Chase, Jim Batey, Conrad Pope, Reagan Landon, Doug Leonard, Phyllis Shanklin, Bailey 
      Horne 
30. Debi Byrd, Dino Ankrah, John Blackwell, Jack Cunius, Ali Blackwell, Darrin Scott, Addison  
      Fagan, Gary Casselman, Angela Crittenden, Jayden Wingate, Reagan Roberts, Parker Dills 

June 2020 Birthdays 
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Prayer List June 2020 

A requested prayer of thanks from many who have benefited from our prayers 

“Pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.”   James 5:16   

Condolences to the families of: 
Dixie Peterson, Dave Monoghan, Marie Merritt, Gisela Rice, Fred Knott (Paul Knott’s father), Kate Keenan,  
Janet Locklear (Kent Locklear’s father), John Farley 

Jane May 
Peggy Efird 
Gaye Thomas 
Nancy Cates 
Ann Willson 
Merle & Mimi Bauer 
Nancy Braman 
Caroline Borum 
Ivey & Judy Smith 
Mary Sue Beamon 
Jen Scott 
Glen & Charlain Nelson 
Lori Millard 
Betty Garner 
Taylor Schweinbraten 
Sarah Merriman 
Josh & Serena Riddle 
Cynthia Horgan 

Blake Cardwell 
Don Riegel 
Leonardo Zirilli 
Shelia Frymyer 
Public Servants 
Government Leaders 
Immigrants 
Refugees 
ICE Agents 
Border Patrol 
Mark McConahey 
Lee Myers & Family 
Barbara Mengee 
Andrea Terrill & Baker  
   Weatherford 
Rick Keenan 
Lisa Anderson 
Andrew Staton 

Charley Swing 
Colby Honeycutt 
Morgan Thomas 
Jo Newman 
Scott Watkins 
Bob & Joanne Tennille 
Russ & Phyllis Deats 
Jordan Shomaker 
Dianne Matthews 
Betty Jackson 
Bob Brandt 

All prayer requests for political candidates will be prayed over by our prayer team;  
but will not be published in accord with the US Tax Code. 
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