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1. "Was Saul o f  Tarsus saved on the road 
to Damascus? Was he saved i n  answer t o  prayer?" 

A. The quest ion,  "When was Saul of Tarsus saved?" 
will too  o f t e n  be answered, "When Jesus appeared t o  
him on t h e  road t o  Damascus," Then o the r s  w i l l  answer, 
"He was saved i n  the  c i t y  i n  answer t o  h i s  t h r e e  days 
of prayer .  'I 

B .  Both are qu i t e  common ideas  e spec ia l ly  among 
those who claim v i s ions  today and those who be l ieve  
t h a t  a l l  one has  t o  do t o  be saved is  pray t o  God f o r  
s a l v a t i o n ,  It is  t r u e  t h a t  Chr is t  appeared t o  Saul as 
he neared Damascus, and t h a t  he spent  t h r e e  days in  
Damascus f a s t i n g  and praying, but it can be conclu- 
s i v e l y  shown from the  book of A c t s  t h a t  Saul was not 
saved out  t h e r e  on t h e  road nor in answer t o  h i s  
gtayers in the c i ty .  

of Acts and 
read verses 1 through 1 2 .  All. r i g h t ,  you have found i n  
those  verses t h e  s to ry  of Jesus'  appearance t o  him, 
Saul ' s  quest ion as to,what he was t o  do, Chr i s t ' s  an- 
swer t h a t  in Damascus i t  would be t o l d  him, h i s  blind- 
ness ,  his t h r e e  days and n ights  i n  prayer without food 
o r  d r ink ,  and t h e  ca l l  of Ananias t o  go to Saul a t  the  
end of t h e  t h r e e  days. Now i f  you w i l l  t u r n  t o  A c t s  22 
and read verses  1 2  through 16,  you w i l l  f i n d  Saul ' s  
own r epor t  of what happened when Ananias came t o  him. 
Having read these  you have found t h a t  while  Saul re- 
ceived h i s  s i g h t  through Ananias's coming, yet  t he  
only th ing  Saul was t o l d  t o  do was t o  be bapt ized.  Re- 
member t h a t  ou t  on t h e  road Jesus sa id  i t  would be  
t o l d  him what he was t o  do. H e  was not t o l d  t o  be l ieve  
nor t o  repent ,  Why? Because he had a l ready  believed 
and was a l ready  s incere ly  penitent, .  But he had not 
been baptized. Therefore, he was t o l d  t o  do t h a t .  Now 
look a t  t h a t  16 th  verse  of Acts 22 again.  Was Saul 
fo rg iven  on t h e  road? Was he forgiven i n  answer t o  h i s  

C, Open t h e  Bible t o  t h e  9th chapter  
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prayers? O r  was he forgiven when he was bapt ized?  It 
i s  obvious t h a t  he was y e t  i n  h i s  s i n s  when Ananias 
came, or  he would n o t  have s a i d ,  "Arise, and be  bap- 
t l eed ,  and wash away thy Bins, c a l l i n g  on t h e  name of 
t h e  Lord." Therefore,  he was not  saved on t h e  Damascus 
road, nor was he saved i n  answer t o  prayer .  

2, "Did the baptism o f  the lioly Spirit 
revoke the sins of Cornelius and his house- 
hold?  Because they were baptized w i t h  the 
Moly Spirit before baptized i n  water, does t h a t  
imply t h a t  we receive the Holy Spirit before 
baptism? Does Cornelius's b a p t  sm in the Holy 
Spirit argue t h a t  all converts are baptized i n  
the  Holy Spirit?" 
A. You w i l l  f i n d  those  who tea h t h a t  baptiam has  

nothing t o  do wi th  sa lva t ion ,  f o r  Cornel ius  and his  
household were baptized i n  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  be fo re  they  
were baptized i n  water. By such reasoning they  imply 
t h a t  the  purpose of t h e  baptism of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  on 
t h e  household of Cornelius vas t o  revoke their s i n s  OK 
was proof t h a t  t h e i r  s i n s  were a l ready  forg iven .  

B .  But the Bible  doesn ' t  uphold such conclus ions ,  
Cornelius and those with him were not  bapt ized  in  t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  i n  order  t o  f o r g i v e  t h e i r  s i n s .  The bap- 
tism of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  was given t b  t h e s e  Gen t i l e s  as 
God's s ign  t o  t h e  Jewish Chr i s t i ans  t h a t  Gent i le  be- 
l i e v e r s  should be baptized and fellowshipped as H i s  
people. Open your Bible t o  Acts 10 and read verses 44  
through 4 8 .  Prom your reading you have found t h a t  
those Jewish bre thren  who came wi th  Peter were grea t -  
l y  surpr ised t h a t  God had poured out  H i s  S p i r i t  on 
Gentiles, You saw that, when Peter asked them i f  they 
would forb id  h i s  bapt iz ing  t h e  Gent i les ,  t h e r e  w a s  no 
objec t ion  from them. Now t u r n  t o  Acts 11 and read  ver- 
ses 1 through 18. These v e r s e s  t e l l  you t h a t  P e t e r  m e t  
with opposi t ion from the  J e w s  when he re turned  t o  Je- 
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nusdem. These verses go on t o  t e l l  us  t h a t  Peter re- 
hearsed t h e  whole s to ry  of h i s  going t o  t h e  Gent i les ,  
concluding with the f a c t  of t h e i r  receiving t h e  bap- 
t i 6 m  of t he  Holy S p i r i t .  Peter argued, "Forasmuch 
then as God gave them the  l i k e  g i f t  a s  he d id  unto us, 
who bel ieved on the  Lord Jesus Chr is t ;  what w a s  I ,  
t h a t  I could withstand God?" Peter understood, a f t e r  
a l l  t h e  preceding matters connected with t h e  s t o r y ,  
t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  crowning proof t h a t  God wanted con- 
ver t ed  Gent i les  t o  be admitted t o  the fel lowship of 
t h e  church a l so .  Now when t h e  o n e s ' a t  Jerusalem heard 
of t h e i r  rece iv ing  Holy S p i r i t  baptism, they too cad- 
cluded t h a t  God was grant ing repentance unto l i f e  t o  
t h e  Gentiles a h 0 .  Thus, t h e  bapt i sm of the  Holy S p i r -  
i t  was not  t o  forg ive  t h e i r  s i n s  but t o  open t h e  way 
so they might be baptized even as the  J e w s  and thereby 
procure sa lva t ion .  

C. There are those who say t h a t  when people pray 
ea rnes t ly ,  God w i l l  g ive  them t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  and 
t h a t  people should not be baptized i n  water u n t i l  they 
are f i r s t  bapt ized i n  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  They poin t  t o  
Cornelius 's  case as proof t h a t  Holy S p i r i t  baptism 
comes before  water baptism. But s ince,  as w e  have 
seen, t h a t  Cornel ius 's  baptism i n  the  Holy S p i r i t  w a s  
a s p e c i a l  event t h a t  does no t  a t t end  the  conversion of 
a l l  s inne r s ,  t h e  a foresa id  reasoning i s  not v a l i d ,  0- 
pen your Bib le  t o  Acts 2 and read verses  38 and 3 9 .  
There Pe ter  put repentance and baptism BEFORE receiv-  
ing t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  "This promise," he sa id ,  "is unto 
you, and t o  your ch i ldren  ( the  Jews present  on t h a t  
day and t h e i r  descendants),  and t o  a l l  t h a t  are a f a r  
off ( the  Gentiles--study Eph. 2:l l-13),  even as many 
as t h e  Lord our  God s h a l l  ca l l . "  

D .  The Bib le  shows t h a t  the gospel t h a t  is  t o  be 
preached i n  all nat ions does not  vary from na t ion  t o  
na t ion  e i t h e r  i n  i t s  f a c t s ,  i t s  commandments, OK i t s  
promises. 
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3 .  "Were the Philippian j a i l e r  and his 
household baptized in the house? If so, 
doesn't t h a t  prove tha t  they were not  im- 
mersed? Weren't there infants baptized then 
since the whole household was baptized? 
I sn ' t  fa i th  the only t h i n g  required f o r  sal- 
va t i  on?" 

A. Some say t h e  j a i le r  and h i s  Household were not 
immersed i n  t h e  house, In  our American way of l i v i n g  
t h e r e  have been numerous cases of immersion i n  paw 
p l e ' s  own houses, some i n  l a r g e  bathtubs and o t h e r s  i n  
por tab le  canvas tubs brought i n .  It is  n o t  l i k e l y ,  
however, t h a t  t h e  Phi l ipp ian  ja i le r  had such equipment 
i n  h i s  house, But t h i s  admission does no t  mean they 
were spr inkled o r  poured. Open your Bib le  t o  Acts 1 6  
and read verses 25 through 3 4 .  In  t h e s e  verses you 
s tudied about t h e  unusual experience i n  t h e  jail a t  
midnight, r e s u l t b g  in  t h e  j a i l e r  taking Paul and Si- 
l a s  t o  h i s  home t o  l e a r n  of s a l v a t i o n ,  Notice espe- 
cially verses 33 and 3 4 :  aftel: hearing t h e i r  message 
t h e  j a i l e r  "took them the same hour of t h e  n i g h t ,  and 
washed t h e i r  s t r i p e s ;  and was bapt ized,  he and a l l  
h i s ,  straightway." We are n o t  t o l d  where he took them, 
where he washed t h e i r  s t r i p e s ,  nor  where they  were 
bapt ized.  But w e  are t o l d  i n  t h e  next v e r s e  t h a t  af ter  
t h e i r  baptism, he brought them INTO h i s  house and set 
food before them. We know one t h i n g  for s u r e ,  they 
were not  baptized i n  his house a t  a l l .  Therefore,  ar- 
guing t h a t  they could n o t  have been immersed because 
of being baptized i n  h i s  house i s  not  t o  be  consid- 
ered a 

B .  Since h i s  household was bapt ized,  some have 
concluded t h a t  they have New Testament grounds for 
bapt iz ing  babies.  They say ,  "Wouldn't t h e r e  have been 
some babies i n  t h e  'Tousehold, and s i n c e  t h e  household 
was baptized wouldn't t h a t  g ive  S c r i p t u r a l  grounds for  
i n f a n t  baptism?" There could have been i n f a n t s  i n  tha t  

* 
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household, f o r  many households include babies.  But a 
household does not have t o  have in fan te .  I n  f a c t  t he re  
are many households t h a t  do not contain an i n f a n t .  The 

.ques t ion  t o  be s e t t l e d  is, were the re  i n f a n t s  i n  the  
jai ler 's  household? The Sc r ip tu re  shows t h e r e  were no 
in fan t s  i n  h i s  household. Open your Bible t o  Acts 16 
and read verses  32 through 3 4 .  Did you n o t i c e  i n  verse  
32 t h a t  Paul and S i l a s  taught t h e  Word of God t o  a l l  
who were i n  the  man's house? Did you n o t i c e  i n  verse  
34 t h a t  t he  man and a l l  h i s  house bel ieved i n  God? 
These two statements show t h a t  everybody i n  t h i s  man's 
house was mature enough t o  be taught  and t o  bel ieve,  
so the re  were no i n f a n t s  i n  i t .  

C. "Faith-only" fo lks  have long used t h e  con- 
vers ion  of t h e  jailer t o  subs t an t i a t e  t h e i r  doc t r ine  
of s a lva t ion  by fa i th-only ,  They say t h a t  f a i t h  is a l l  
t h a t  Paul s a id  wi th  reference t o  sa lva t ion .  But such 
is not  t he  whole t r u t h ,  True, at  t h e  j a i l  t h a t  w a s  the  
o n l y  th ing  mentioned. But t h a t  is not  where t h e  s tory  
ended. Rather t h a t  i s  j u s t  where it began. Visua l ize  
t h e  circumstances under which Paul spoke t o  t h i s  man 
about be l iev ing  on t h e  Lord Jesus Chris t .  This  ja i ler  
l i v e d  i n  Europe where Paul had just a r r lved  a few days 
earlier,  H e  and S i l a s  were t h e  f i r s t  gospel preachers  
t o  set f o o t  i n  Ph i l ipp i ,  as f a r  as w e  know. Likely 
t h i s  j a i l e r :  had never even heard of Jesus Chr i s t .  A5 a 
heathen he went t o  s leep  hearing Paul and S i l a s  sing- 
ing and praying t o  t h e i r  God. Being awakened by an 
earthquake i n  response t o  t h e i r  prayers  and being 
spared from tak ing  h i s  own l i f e  by t h e  a p o s t l e  Paul 
who might have f l e d  the  pr ison along with a l l  t h e  oth- 
er pr i soners ,  he asked what he must do t o  be saved. 
Paul t o l d  him sa lva t ion  would come i f  he would bel ieve  
on t h e  Lord Jesus Chr is t .  Suppose as a t y p i c a l  Ameri- 
can I have a car wreck t h a t  mashes and mangles my body 
beyond hope of recovery.  My loved ones hold out  no 
hope t h a t  I w i l l  make it .  But two Mormon miss ionar ies  
s top  and pray f o r  my recovery. And t o  t h e  amazement of 
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everybody, even t h e  doc tors  and t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  1 snap 
o u t  of i t  and recover.  My relatives are convinced t h a t  
the Mormpns and t h e i r  p r a y e r s  were t h e  determining 
f a c t o r s  i n  my recovery. They send f o r  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  
and a s k  them, "What must we do t o  be  saved?" I f  t h e y  
answered, "You must b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  Mormon r e l i g i o n ,  '' 
w e  would have a p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  j a i l e r ' s  exper ience ,  
Bel ieving i n  t h e  Mormon r e l i g i o n  would involve  embrac- 
i n g  i t ,  and be l iev ing  i n  t h e  Lord J e s u s  involves  ac- 
c e p t i n g  H i m  i n  surrender  and obedience.  They went home 
wi th  the man and taught  him, f o r  " f a i t h  corueth by 
hear ing" (Rom. 10:17). And when t h e y  taught  him, you 
can see they  taught  him t o  be  b a p t i z e d ,  and its impor- 
tance is  seen  i n  t h a t  they a t t e n d e d  t o  i t  t h a t  v e r y  
n i g h t  even though it was i n  the l a t e  hours  of t h e  
n i g h t  ( p a s t  midnight).  And d i d  you n o t i c e  t h a t  there 
is no i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  man's r e j o i c i n g  u n t i l  a f t e r  h e  
was bapt lzed ,  and t h a t  a f t e r  he  w a s  bapt ized  i t  s a y s  
he bel ieved i n  God with a l l  his house? 

F 

QUESTIONS 

1 .  Prove Ercm the Bible that Saul  of Tarsus was rat saved on the 
road to Damascus. 

2. Rave frcm the Bible that he was not saved in  answer to  his 
prayers in  Damascus. 

3. Why was Cornelius and those with him baptized i n  the Holy 
Spirit? 

4 .  Show that their receiving the Holy Spirit before baptism in 
water does not set a precedent for us today t o  be baptized in 
the b l y  Spirit before we are baprized in water. 

5. Shw frm the Bible that the jailer was not baptized in  his house. 
6. Shuw that there were no infants i n  his household. 
7. Show that he WBB not saved merely be faith only. 
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1. "Should we really believe t h a t  God's 
Spi r i t  indwells Christians?" 

Y e s ,  i t  i s  a promise of t he  gospel j u s t  t h e  same 
as t h e  remission of s in s .  The same verse  t h a t  promises 
remission of s i n s  t o  those convicted be l i eve r s  who re- 
pent  and are baptized l ikewise promises t h e  g i f t  of 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  t o  t he  same people (Acts 2:38). And 
t h e  next verse (v, 39) shows t h a t  t h e  promise w a s  not  
l imi t ed  t o  those who heard Pe te r  on t h a t  day but t h a t  
t h e  promise extends even t o  us today. 

2 .  "Some say t h a t  the ' g i f t  of the Holy 
S p i r i t '  does not mean t h a t  a person receives 
the Holy Spi r i t  b u t  some g i f t  from the Spirit, 
specifically eternal l i f e .  Is t h i s  true?" 

It i s  not  t r u e  when considered from r e l a t e d  pas- 
ages t h a t  show i t  is the  Holy S p i r i t  H i m s e l f  who comes 
into a new convert and who indwells h i s  o r  he r  Chris- 
t i a n  l i f e .  Acts 5:32 says God gives  the  Holy S p i r i t  t o  
those who obey Him. I n  f a c t  God gives  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
as a pledge (or "earnest" as it i s  ca l l ed  i n  t h e  King 
James) ahead of t i m e ,  assur ing us  t h a t  i n  due t i m e  He 
w i l l  f u l f i l l  His promise of eve r l a s t ing  l i f e  a l s o  
(Eph. 1: 13,14). Possibly t h e  reasoning advanced by 
those who p re fe r  thinking t h a t  i t  i s  a g i f t  from t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  t h a t  a convert receives i s  but  man's at-  
tempt t o  do not  f u l l y  under- 
stand. But we should not always deny what we  cannot 
understand, o r  we, l i k e  the  a t h e i s t s ,  w i l l  even deny 
t h e r e  is  a God. 

d e a l  with t h a t  which we 

3 .  "HOW can a Christian person know he 
has the Holy Spiri t?" 

L e t  us compare t h e  indwelling of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
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with in  our l i v e s  and the  presence of our  own ind iv i -  
dua l  spirit wi th in  our body. How do we a c t u a l l y  know 
t h a t  we posses8 our own s p i r i t  from God (compare Gen, 
2:7; Eccl. 12:7)? Two ways: (1) God's Word informs urn 
of t h a t  f a c t .  Otherwise we wouldn't even know we are 
composed of both body and s p i r i t ,  (2) The manifesta- 
t i o n  of our  spir i t ' s  presence i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  we 
perform, When a person ie dead, he has  a l l  t h e  facul -  
ties of h i s  body, bu t  he i s  dead because h i s  spir i t  is  
gone (Jas.  2: 26) .  In l i k e  manner do we know t h a t  w e  as 
Chris t ians  possess the indwelling S p i r i t  of God: (1) 
We have God's Word f o r  it (Acts 2:38,39; Acts 5:32; 
Rom. 8:9,11). (2) The s p i r i t u a l  man i fe s t a t ion  of t h e  
indwelling S p i r i t  i n  t he  s p i r i t u a l  activit ies per- 
formed, The love,  j o y ,  peace, longsu f fe r ing ,  gent le -  
ness ,  etc. t h a t  we see in a C h r i s t i a n  person's l i f e  
are a c t u a l l y  the  f r u i t  of t h e  S p i r i t  (Gal. 5:22,23), 
some people claim they can know they have t h e  S p i r i t  
because they can f e e l  i t .  Again l e t  u s  make a h e l p f u l  
camparison. We cannot feel our  own s p i r i t ' s  presence 
i p  OUT body. We bel ieve  w e  have a s p i r i t  because God 
teaches t h a t  we do, apd w e  can see i t s  mani fes ta t ion  
i n  the  f a c t  t h a t  w e  are phys ica l ly  a l i v e .  And the same 
is t r u e  of t he  Holy S p i r i t .  We can b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  
have the S p i r i t  because God says we do, and we can see 
t he  manifestat ion of the  S p i r i t  i n  the f r u i t  of our  
l i f e .  But you cannot l o c a t e  e i t h e r  our  human s p i r i t  or 
the  Holy S p i r i t  by f ee l ing  f o r  such, The Bible nowhere 
says w e  f e e l  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  wi th in  US. Now does i t ?  

4, "HOW ,important i s  t h e  indwelling 
S p i r i t ? "  

Very important,  Both p a r t s  of t h e  promise i n  A c t s  
2:38 a re  important (both remission of sins and t h e  
g i f t  of t he  S p i r i t )  We need t h e  he lp  of t h e  Spirit 
a f t e r  conversion to help us live t he  Christian l i f e  
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jut as much as we p ~ e d  t h e  remission of those  s i n s  
c o r n i t t e d  bePore conversion. We need both t h e  forgive-  
ness of p a s t  s i n s  and the help of t he  Holy S p i r i t  f o r  
C h r i s t i a n  l i v ing .  There is nothing i n s i g n i f i c a n t  about 
the gospel,  of t h e  gospel is 
t h e  indwell ing g i f t  of the  S p i r i t !  

and one of the  promises 

5 .  "Please elaborate on the above point 
some more," 

I n  Eph. 6:lO we are t o l d  t o  be "strong i n  the  
Lord, and in t h e  power of h i s  might." We are here in- 
s t r u c t e d  t o  be s t rong i n  our  s p i r i t u a l  lives and i n  
depending on t h e  power of God t o  he lp  us  overcome the  
dev i l ,  for t h e  following verse goes on t o  say, "Put on 
t h e  whole amour  of God, t h a t  ye may be ab le  t o  s tand 
a g a i n s t  t h e  wiles of the  devil ."  Then i n  v. 12  Paul 
expla ins ,  "For we wrestle not  aga ins t  f l e s h  and blood, 
b u t  aga ins t  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s ,  aga ins t  powers, aga ins t  
the r u l e r s  of the darkness of t h i s  world, aga ins t  
s p i r i t u a l  wickedness i n  high places." I f  we wrestlad 
only  aga ins t  flesh and blood, a l l  we  would need would 
be  t o  be s t rong  but  since we 
are wres t l i ng  aga ins t  s t rong  ev i l  forces  of the  
sp i r i t -wor ld ,  we need t o  be more than f l e s h  and 
blood--we need t h e  spec ia l  help of God t o  overcome 
these  powerful forces.  Rom. 8:13 shows that  i t  is  
through the  S p i r i t  t ha t  we mort i fy  (put t o  death)  t he  
wicked deeds of t h e  body. I John 4:4 shows t h a t  we o- 
vercome t h e  ev i l  forces  from without because "grea te r  
is he t h a t  is i n  you than he that is i n  t h e  world". Who 
i s  i n  t h e  Chr i s t i an  who i s  more powerful than the  
dev i l ?  The Holy S p i r i t  of God! 

In conclusion of t h i s  s p e c i a l  study you w i l l  re- 
member t h a t  J e sus  said He i s  t h e  v ine  and each follow- 
er a branch (John 15). When a branch is  cut  o f f  from 
i ts  v ine ,  t h a t  branch d i e s  because i t  is  cut  o f f  from 
i t s  l i f e -g iv ing  sap. It i s  the  sap within it t h a t  

in our phys ica l  bodies,  
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gives it l i f e  and makes i t  f ru i t fu l .  In somewhat the 
same way the Holy Spirat within us gives us spirltual 
l i f e  and makes us f ru i t fu l .  

Remember that i f  a person does not possess the 
S p i r i t ,  it is because he i s  not a chi ld of God (Rm. 
8 : 9 )  

1 .  
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. ' 

6 .  

7. 
8. 

QUESTIONS 

what 2 blessings are p d s e d  izl Acts 2 ~ 3 8 1  
What do saw errrrtleously teach the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to be? 
Cite a verse h which we are definitely p d s e d  the Holy Spirit 
Hkdself. 
Zn what 2 ways do we 
in our bodies? 
In what 2 similar ways do we know ne have the Holy Spirit? 
Can wle €eel either our m spirit or the Holy Spirit as prwf 
that we have them? 
How does E$. 6 show that we need divine help in Our lives? 
The imkdling Moly spirit is to the firistian's life like 

we hwe our m itadividual spirit 

a 

is t o  a tree. 



56 

1 "There are verses re la t ing  t o  t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  t h a t  r a i s e  SOME! questions. One i s  
Acts 9:97 in which Ananias sa id ,  'Brother 
Saul  t h e  hard, even Jesus t h a t  appeared 
unto thee i n  t h e  way a s  thou camest, hath 
sent me, t h a t  t h o u  mightest rece ive  thy 
s i g h t ,  and be filled w i t h  t h e  I-loly S p i r i t . '  
We know he laid h is  hands on Saul even 
though Ananias was not  an apostle. T h i s  i s  
e i t h e r  a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  of wh8.t we have nor- 
mally he ld  ( t h a t  the powers a f  t h e  Holy 
Spirit were conferred only  by the  lay-ing 

t i o n a l  case, Wh-ich i s  i t?" 
on of  APOSTLESi hands) i t  .is an excep- 

Actual ly  n e i t h e r .  Everything involved can be 
shown t o  be i n  harmony with what w e  have believed and 
preached about t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  L e t  11s 1-ook at Anani- 
as's coming t o  Saul.  

A. Ananias stated t h e  two purposes f a r  which he 
came: (1) t h a t  Saul might receive h i s  s i g h t  (whEch he 
had been without f o r  t h ree  days ) ;  and (2) that Saul 
might receive t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  Now what two th ings  d i d  
Ananias do t o  Saul t o  br ing him these two blessings? 
(1) H e  l a i d  h i s  hands on Saul--this res tored  him h i s  
s i g h t  (Ac t s  9:4.2). (2 )  H e  baptized Saul--by this he 
received t h e  indwelling Holy S p i r i t ,  t h e  way and t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  converts  receive t h e  Holy S p i r i t  [Acts 2:38, 

B. There are various ways Ananias could have 
s t a t e d  h i s  second purpose i n  coming, H e  could have 
sa id ,  "I am come t h a t  you might receive t h e  forgive- 
ness  of your s in s ; "  o r ,  "That you might becone a c h i l d  
of God;" o r ,  "That you might be saved;" o r ,  "'That yous 
name might be wr i t ten  i n  heaven;" o r  as Ananias d i d  
state i t ,  "That you might receive t h e  Holy S p i r i t , "  
When one i s  baptized, a l l  these things take p l ace .  

39) a 
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Thus, a l l  of them are important,  and each of them 
might be used by a preacher i n  h i s  remarks t o  those  he  
i s  about t o  bapt ize .  

To summarize, when Ananias l a i d  h i s  hands on Saul  
he received h i s  s i g h t ,  and when he  bapt ized him Saul  
received t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  thus  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  two-fold 
purpose of h i s  coming t o  Saul  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  ty -  
ing i n  the two b less ings  Saul received wi th  t h e  two 
th ings  Ananias d id  t o  him. 

2. "We have always taught t h a t  people 
receive the Holy Spi r i t  when baptized and not  
by praying for tha t  g i f t .  Bu t  what do we say 
when Pentecostals and Charismatics c i t e  Luke 
11:13 ( ' I f  ye then, being ev i l ,  know how t o  
give good g i f t s  unto  your children; how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spi r i t  t o  them t h a t  ask hirn?')?l1 

There are two ways Je sus '  s ta tement  might be ta- 
ken both of which are harmonious wi th  what we t each  a- 
bout t he  Holy S p i r i t ,  

A .  Even though the  a p o s t l e s  and t hose  w i t h  whom 
they were assembling i n  Acts 4 were possessors  of t h e  
Holy S p i r i t ,  ve rw 31 s t i l l  says,  "When they had 
prayed, t he  p lace  was shaken where they were ase=mbled 
together;  and they were a l l  f i l l e d  wi th  the Holy 
S p i r i t  from baptism, but  they were s t i l l  urged t o  be 
" f i l l e d  wi th  t h e  S p i r i t "  (Eph, 5:18). This  s t i r r i n g  up 
of t he  S p i r i t  wi th in  them l ike  one would stir up a 
f i r e  t h a t  i s  a l ready  burning is  connected w i t h  prayer .  
This  could be one f u l f i l l m e n t  of Luke 11:13, 

is equal ly  an  a p p l i c a t i o n  
of Luke 11: 13-maybe even more SO. Have you' no t i ced  t o  
whom Jesus was  speaking i n  Luke 11:13? I n  verse 1. the 
apos t l e s  requested t h a t  He teach  them t o  pray.  This  i s  
what ca l l ed  f o r t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  teaching  on prayer  
t h a t  closed with t h i s  s p e c i a l  promise. I f  you nil1 

B, Another p o s s i b i l i t y  
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m a d  both Matt. 7:7-11 and Luke 11~9-13, you w i l l  see 
t h a t  i n  both instances H e  taught t h a t  prayers  will be 
answered, and H e  used the  same i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  both 
passages. But t h e  f i n a l  verees  (Matt, 7:11 and Luke 
11:13) were d i f f e r e n t ,  To the  mult i tude ( H i s  audience 
i n  Matt. 7 : l l )  H e  said,  "If ye then, being evil, know 
Bow t o  g ive  good g i f t s  unto your chi ldren,  how much 
more s h a l l  your Father which is in heaven give good 
thSngs t o  them t h a t  ask him?" while  t o  the a p o s t l e s  An 
Luke 11:13 H e  s a id ,  "How much more s h a l l  your heaven- 
l y  Father  give t h e  Holy S p i r i t  t o  them t h a t  ask  hlm?" 
Later i n  H i s  min is t ry  Jesus spoke more and more t o  H i s  
apos t l e s  about t h e  Holy S p i r i t ' s  coming upon them. 
Following His departure  from them they were t o  t a r r y  
i n  Jerusalem t o  await t he  Holy S p i r i t ' s  coming a k e '  
2 4 : 4 9 ;  Acts 1:8). What d id  they do i n  those days of 
waiting? "When they were come i n ,  they went up i n t o  an 
upper room...These a l l  continued with one accord i n  
prayer  and supplication" (Acts 1: 13,14) In t h i s  view- 
po in t  the  praying i n  Acts 1:13,14 and t h e  coming of 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  upon them i n  Acts 2 combine f o r  a ful- 
f i l lmen t  of Luke 11:13. 

i s  not meant t o  deny 
t h e  means of receiving t h e  Holy S p i r i t  as set f o r t h  i n  
Acts 2:38,39. Furthermore we see no apos t l e  teaching 
an a l i e n  sianer t o  ge t  down on h i s  knees and pray that 
he might rece ive  the  Holy S p i r i t .  

We are su re  t h a t  Luke 11:13 

3 .  "Another verse that  most o f  us could 
use some l igh t  on i s  Mark 16:17, where Jesus 
said, 'These signs shall follow them tha t  be-* 
l i eve . '  Wouldn't them t h a t  believe include. ! 

more t h a n  the apostles?" 

A. L e t  us no t ice  again t h a t  only the  apos t l e s  
were present  when t h i s  promise was made. It was t o  
them t h a t  Jesus sa id ,  "These signs s h a l l  fol low them 
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that bel teve,"  Had any of them ever f a i l e d  eo perform 
a miracle because of a l a c k  of f a i t h ?  Yes (see Matt. 
27:24-20) .  So i n  giving them t h e i r  f i n a l  o r d e r s  be fo re  
H i s  ascension Jesus reminded them that such power 
would follow only t h e  l abor s  of those  who be l i eved ,  

B ,  The need f o r  Jesus  t o  emphasize t h i s  t o  them 
a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  is seen i n  t h e  earlier verses 
of t h i s  very  chapter (Mark 16). Verse 11 shows t h a t  
when Mary Magdalene repor ted  t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s  that Je- 
sus was resur rec ted ,  they d id  n o t  believe, and in ver- 
ses 12 and 13 when the  two Enrmaus men r epor t ed  to  them 
t h a t  they had seen Jesus t h e  a p o s t l e s  d idn ' t  b e l i e v e  
them e i t h e r .  So when Jesus  f i r s t  appeared t o  the apos- 
tles, verse 14  says  He '!upbraided them with their un- 
be l i e f  and hardness of hear t" .  Now can't you see why 
Jesus made p a r t i c u l a r  mention of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  they 
were going t o  perform miracles they  must be l i eve?  

C ,  This  promise i n  Mark 16:17 either means that 
every be l iever  is t o  work miracles, o r  the promise is 
confined t o  those present  (given t o  t e l l  them on what 
condi t ion they would be allowed to  perform miracles). 
The f i r s t  cannot be t r u e  (according t o  I Cow. 12:29, 
30) while the latter p o s i t i o n  is (accordlng t o  w h a t  we 
have jus t  considered).  

QUESTIONS 
1. For what 2 ptrposes did M a s  go to Saul? 
2. What 2 things did Ananias do to  Saul to fulfill those 2 plrposes 
3. Khat are the 2 pssible understandings of Luke 11:13? 
4. klhy doesn't Mark 16: I7 mean that every believer is to work 

miracles? 
5 .  why did the apostLes need Jesus to emphasize the faith-aspect 

of working miracles? 
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1, "When a person gets sick, some pes- 
p l e  say i t  was j u s t  t o  be; others say he has 
done something wrong; s t i l l  others say s i n  
had noth ing . to  do w i th  it. How about i t? 

This  is  a b i g  question, a quest ion t h a t  many peo- 
p l e  are consider ing today. There are d i f f e r e n t  reasons 
why people may be suf fer ing ,  

A. Sometimes it  may be due t o  s i n ,  
B. Other times it is  n o t ,  

2. "What would be some examlles of a 
person su f fe r ing  because of s in?  

A. Drinking can br ing  on many n a t u r a l  a f f l i c -  

B. So can the use of tobacco. 
c. Beneieal  and similar d i seases  o f t en  come upon 

D. One who g e t s  i n t o  a f i s t  f i g h t  may end up w i t h  

E. Another way t o  s u f f e r  because of one 's  sins is  

t ions .  

those who have no t  behaved themselves morally. 

br5,iar nose broken. 

when God sees f i t  t o  chasten i n  a physical  way. 

3. "Well why would a person suffer when 
he or she has committed no s in  t o  bring it on?" 

A. He might s u f f e r  as a r e s u l t  of a mistake he 
made ( h i t t i n g  his  f i n g e r  with a hammer, s tepping out 
i n  f r o n t  of a car unwitt ingly,  dr inking poison by ac- 
c ident ,  etc.) .  All these would be mistakes but  no t  
s i n s .  

B. He might s u f f e r  because of t he  mistakes of 
o the r s  (being s t ruck  by a r eck le s s  dr iver ,  having a 
doctor  g ive  him t h e  wrong medicine, a c h i l d ' s  hea l th  
a f f ec t ed  because h i s  mother did no t  take care of her- 
s e l f  while car ry ing  him before b i r t h ,  e t c . ) .  
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C, He might s u f f e r  a e  a r e s u l t  of t h e  s h s  of 
o the r s  (an innocent: man being s tabbed by a wicked per- 
son, a drunken fathw beat ing  h i s  wife  or ch i ld ren ,  
e t c . ) .  

4, "Isn't it wrong that we are called on 
to suf fer  because of t he  sins and mistakes o f  
others?" 

A ,  When God put  l i f e  on t h e  e a r t h ,  H e  could have 
put every person on an  i s l and  by himself so  t h a t  every  
person would have a s o r t  of Robinson Crusoe ex is tence .  
Instead He set up l i f e  on t h e  e a r t h  i n  which people 
l i v e  together ,  

B. It is t r u e  t h a t  t h i s  l i v i n g  toge ther  b r ings  a 
Eew misfortunes t o  us, but those  misfor tunes caused by 
o the r s  are f a r  outweighed by the b le s s ings  we d e r i v e  
from l i v i n g  among others .  You sit down t o  eat your 
breakfas t ,  but t he  orange j u i c e  you d r i n k  was r a i s e d ,  
processed, and t ransported t o  you--by o the r s .  The ce- 
rea l  you eat, you d idn ' t  grow t h e  wheat f o r  i t ,  You 
d idn ' t  grow the  sugar You d i d n ' t  
produce the  milk on i t .  You d i d n ' t  make t h e  bowl you 
eat out of nor t he  t a b l e  you eat from nor  the c h a i r  
you axe s i t t i n g  on while e a t i n g .  It i s  t r u e  you had t o  
buy these  things,  but  i f  o t h e r s  d i d n ' t  l i ve  and pro- 
duce and manufacture these  products ,  you couldn ' t  buy 
them 

C .  Yes, we s u f f e r  sometimes because of o t h e r s ,  
but we bene f i t  so much more because of o the r s .  Would- 
n ' t  you r a t h e r  l ive among people  and occas iona l ly  have 
t o  s u f f e r  some because of them than  t o  be shipped off 
to some remote i s l and  t o  live by yourself  where you 
would never su f fe r  because o f  o the r s?  Wouldn't you? 

t h a t  you pu t  on it. 
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5 .  "Isn't some suffering more or less 1 

natural? Isn't some sickness just a part o f  
l i f e  and i n  no special way traceable t o  any- 
thing or anybody?" 

There are a t  least th ree  ways i n  which general  
su f f e r ing  may not  i nd ica t e  any s i n  on our p a r t  o r  on 
t h e  p a r t  of anybody else: 

A .  The human race is not  as s t rong nor  as long- 
l i ved  as i t  once was, We are a l l  mortal  i n  our  bodies, 
and anything subjec t  t o  death i s  s u r e l y  sub jec t  t o  
su f fe r ing  before  death. No doubt we s u f f e r  at times 
j u s t  because we are human. 

B. Then the re  are those catastrophes that h i t  and 
leave much general  suf fe r ing  behind such as f loods,  
f i r e s ,  tornadoes, and epidemics. 

C. F ina l ly  the re  is su f fe r ing  t h a t  comes because 
of t h e  invar iab leness  of na ture ,  For ins tance ,  there 
is t h e  l a w  of grav i ty .  What a blessing i t  is, ye t  eve- 
r y  i n j u r y  from f a l l i n g  is  a r e s u l t  of t h a t  invariable 
l a w  of na ture .  the  l a w  of grav i ty  of f  
and on j u s t  t o  su i t  whatever w i l l  be b e s t  f o r  u s  a t  
t h e  t i m e .  It works a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  and we must cooperate 
with it. Otherwise we w i l l  s u f f e r ,  Again, water seeks 
i t s  own level,  What a b less ing  t h a t  i t  does: Otherwise 
a f t e r  a ra€n a farmer would not  ge t  i n t o  his f i e l d  i n  
t h e  springtime t o  put  i n  h i s  crop. Every b i t  of water 
t h a t  f e l l  would l i e  u n t i l  i t  a l l  
evaporated,  Because water seeks i t s  own level consis- 
t e n t l y  i s  why we have f loods t h a t  can cause such dam- 
age and su f fe r ing .  Then God has created t h e  sense of 
pain i n  our  phys ica l  bodies,  and because of this we 
know what s u f f e r i n g  is, On a l l  these  th ings  l e t  u s  re- 
a l i z e  t h a t  b l e s s ings  come t o  us because of t h e i n v a r -  
i ab leness  of na ture .  I f  Gad would suspend the law of 
grav i ty ,  t he  food we are about t o  eat would fly off  
our t ab l e .  I f  water d idn ' t  seek i ts  own level, our 
power p l a n t s  on t h e  r i v e r s  would not  give us  our con- 

We cannot tu rn  

r i g h t  where i t  f e l l  
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etmt flow of e l e c t r i c i t y ,  I f  God hadn't given us a 
sense o f  pain,  i t  wouldn't be long u n t i l  t h e  human 
family would be extinguished. For in s t ance ,  one would 
have h i s  hand on a stove t h a t  is h o t ,  and i t  could 
burn off before  he knew i t  i f  he had no sense of pa in  
t o  t e l l  him t o  remove h i s  hand immediately. H e  g e t s  
t i r e d  and f e e l s  h i s  need of s l e e p  and rest, I f  h e  were 
not  so cone t i tu t ed ,  he would keep going and going and 
going without i n  need of re- 
fue l ing  h i s  s t r eng th  and ene rg ie s  through rest t h a t  he 
would k i l l  himself o f f .  

t h i s  is indeed a b i g  
subjeet. The above material does no t  answer every th ing  
about it, but  i t  does shed some rays of l i g h t  upon i t .  

any warning t h a t  he was 

As w e  s t a t e d  at the  o u t s e t ,  

QUESTIONS 
1. what different views are held w i t h  reference to *y people 

suffer? 
2. Cite exanpiles of suffering resulting frm sinning. 
3. Cite exmples of suffering because of me's own mistakes. 
4. Cite examples of suffering because of the mistakes of others. 
5. Why should ve suffer SUE because of the mistakes of others? 
6, Show that some suffering is just natural. 
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1 .  "Is it  a tragedy t o  get old?" 

A. This  is  t h e  view of t h e  world, and we can see 
why. The unsaved a r e  walking by s ight  and not  by 
f a i t h ,  and from a l l  appearances t h e r e  is very l i t t l e  
l e f t  f o r  them. All they can say is, "The e v i l  days 
have come, and I have no p leasure  i n  them" (compare 
Eccl, 12: l ) .  And they have no hope f o r  e t e r n i t y .  

B. But o l d  age i s  not a tragedy t o  the  Chr i s t i an ,  
f o r  he looks a t  everything d i f f e r e n t l y ,  walking by 
f a i t h  and not  by s i g h t  (I1 Cor. 5:7) .  Paul  d i d  not  
f e a r  death but r ea l i zed  t h a t  t o  d i e  was t o  depar t  and 
be with t h e  Lord which he knew t o  be far be t ter  than 
remaining i n  t h i s  l i f e  (see P h i l .  1:21,23). Especial ly  
i n  view of t h i s ,  "the path of the  j u s t  i s  as t h e  shin-  
i n g  l i g h t ,  t h a t  sh ine th  more and more unto t h e  pe r fec t  
day" (Prov, 4: 18) . 

2. "Does old age have any compensations?" 

A. The compensation of honor and respect .  Prov. 
16:31 says,  "The hoary head (white h a i r )  i s  a crown of 
glory,  i f  i t  be found i n  t h e  way of righteousness. ' '  
Old age i s  not  something t o  fear unless one i s  not 
r i g h t  with God. Older age br ings  a c e r t a i n  community- 
r e spec t  because of having dwelt honorably i n  i t  for  so 
long. Good people seem t o  g e t  b e t t e r  with t h e  advance- 
ment of age. It is a g rea t  honor t o  be  a r igh teous  
o lde r  person. On t h e  other  hand t h e r e  is  nothing more 
d i sgus t ing  than a wicked o lder  person: hard-hearted, 
foul language, tobacco-chewer, e t c .  Nobody has respec t  
f o r  such a person, and but few tears are  shed when he 
d i e s  

B. The compensation of grandchildren and g r e a t  
grandchildren. Prov. 17: 6 says,  "Children's ch i ld ren  
(grandchildren) are t h e  crown of o l d  men." Jacob, so 
aged i n  Egypt, r e jo i ced  t h a t  God had permitted him t o  
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l ive  t o  see Joseph 's  ch i ldren  (Gen. 48:  11) Children 
dear ly  love t o  go t o  t h e i r  grandparents,  and grand- 
parents  are usua l ly  as fond o f  them un les s  they are 
too undiaclpl ined,  noisy,  and d e s t r u c t i v e ,  

C. The compensation of r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  Thei r  memory 
can reach clear back t o  childhood, and they enjoy 
t a lk ing  of olden times, Younger people need t o  be more 
pa t ien t  with t h e  reminiscing of o lde r  people.  Youth 
w i l l  do w e l l  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  experiences and advice 
of older  people. You w i l l  remember t h a t  o lde r  men gave 
Rehoboam sound advice t h a t  he d i d  n o t  accept ,  and t h e  
kingdom divided immediately (I Kings 12:6-8). 

3 .  "Is i t  hard t o  w i n  older people t o  
Chr is t?"  

It i s  a proven f a c t  t h a t  very few o l d e r  people 
ever accept  t he  Lord, You would th ink  t h e  nearer a 
person draws t o  e t e r n i t y  t h e  easier i t  would be t o  
touch him f o r  Chr is t .  But such is  not  u sua l ly  t h e  
case, People become set i n  t h e i r  ways and bound t o  
t h e i r  ideas ,  People g e t  t i r e d  mental ly  and emotional ly  
as w e l l  as physical ly .  This  o f t e n  accounts for t h e  
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  reaching them. How we should r e j o i c e  
when we see an o lde r  person t u r n  t o  t h e  Lord, and oc- 
cas iona l ly  some do. 

4. "What advice i s  there for dealing w i t h  
an 01 der person?" 

t 

I. Tim.  5 : l  says,  "Rebuke n o t  an e l d e r ,  but  in- 
treat him as a father ."  A study of t h e  f i r s t  two WE- 
ses of t h i s  chapter w i l l  show t h a t  it is  t a l k i n g  about 
an older  man and not  t he  o f f i c e  of e l d e r .  It says  n o t  
t o  dea l  i n  a rebuking way but  i n  
an en t r ea t ing  way, Experience has  proven t h e  r i g h t n e s s  
of t h i s  d iv ine  psychology, which i t  is. One w i l l  sel- 
dom ge t  very far w i t h  an o l d e r  person adminis te r ing  an 

w i t h  an e l d e r l y  man 
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o u t r i g h t  rebuke, but t o  s i t  down and entreat him w i l l  
o f t e n  go very f a r  toward t h e  des i red  r e s u l t s .  Married 
ch i ld ren  keeping an e l d e r l y  f a t h e r  i n  the home need t o  
keep t h i s  i n  mind. And preachers and other  personal  
workers need t o  keep t h i s  i n  mind a l so .  

5. "What about the a1 1 -too-connnon ten- 
dency of children to  neglect the needs o f  
the i r  aged parents?" 

Nothing too stern can be s a i d  about i t .  It is a 
p r a c t i c e  cont ra ry  t o  t h e  teachings of Chr i s t i an i ty .  
Often the re  comes t h a t  t i m e  in l i f e  when the  o lde r  
must look t o  the  younger generat ion f o r  care .  When a- 
ged parents  need f i n a n c i a l  ass i s tance ,  one i s  a c t u a l l y  
a denier  of t h e  f a i t h  who w i l l  no t  provide f o r  h i s  
om. Th i s  is t he  very  s e t t i n g  of I Tim. 5:8. Children 
are t o  "requite" (pay back) t h e i r  parents and thereby 
show "piety" ( re l ig ion)  a t  home (I Tim. 5 : 4 ) .  Children 
ought t o  do everything i n  t h e i r  power t o  make t h e i r  
paren ts '  last  years easy and happy. Children w i l l  bor- 
row money t o  buy a new car o r  to  go on a vacat ion but  
may not  borrow the  money t o  add an ex t r a  room on t o  
t h e i r  house t o  make room f o r  an aged mother o r  f a t h e r .  
This is no t  r i g h t ,  The Phar i sees  f e l l  under a severe 
condemnation of J e sus  because they would not  take care 
of t h e i r  paren ts  (Matt. 15:4-7). If  parents  p re fe r  go- 
ing  t o  a rest  home or a nursing home fo r  t h e i r  last 
years ,  t h a t  i s  a l l  r i g h t ,  but  some of them p re fe r  mak- 
ing t h e i r  home with t h e i r  ch i ldren  when they can no 
longer take care of themselves, and the re  are too many 
cases where ch i ldren  j u s t  don ' t  want t o  be bothered 
wi th  o lde r  people, so they sh ip  them off agains t  t h e i r  
wishes. But even before parents  g e t . t o  such an age, 
ch i ldren  o f t en  neglec t  them by not  wr i t ing  t o  them 
regu la r ly  and by not  going t o  see them. They go o ther  
places ,  but they do not  go see t h e i r  aged parents .  
They keep books on t h e i r  business,  but  they dan ' t  
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w r i t e  a letter home. Such is heartless and inconsider- 
ate, and we can but say t h a t  the time may came when 
they too  w i l l  be o l d  and will be treated the Same way 
by their  own children, Then they w i l l  realize what ;M 

injustice their thoughtlessness did  to t he i r  OWD pat- 
ents years before, 

QIJESTIOBS 

1.  what is the attitude of the w l d  about getting old? 
2. 
3. What are EXXW carqpensations for getting older? 
4 .  rJny is it harder to win older people to Christ? 
5. Elaw are VE to deal w i t h  an older person? 
6 .  What does the Bible say about neglecting aged parents? 

V Wnat makes a Cbhriscian's viewpdnt of old age different? 


