
WebQuest Design Patterns
This is a list of patterns derived from existing WebQuests that are instructionally solid. To qualify as a design pattern, the lesson 
should be easily modified to cover different content while using the same basic structure. Each pattern is distinct from the 
others in terms of the kinds of content it can be used for, and the organization of the Introduction, Task, Process and Evaluation 
sections. With templates that are specific to each design pattern, it should be easier to hit the ground running when starting to 
create a new WebQuest.

Name Description Instructional Purpose Examples

Alternative History Hypothesize about fictional realities 
in which historical events turn out 
different from our own. Extrapolate 
a chain of cause and effect which 
that one difference would create.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To develop understanding of a historical event; 
and predict how events would be transformed

Civil War Revisited

The Salem Witch 
Trials: Rewrite 
History

Decisions

Analyzing for Bias Analyze sources of information for 
bias and use that analysis to 
articulate a point of view and 
demonstrate its impact.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To teach the structure and variations of various 
forms of expression such as editorials, editorial 
or political cartoons, and propaganda in 
advertising. To teach a general approach to 
analyzing messages and developing a point of 
view in one of the above modes of expression.

Critical Thinking Skills:

Students distinguish valid arguments from 
fallacious arguments in historical 
interpretations.
Students identify bias and prejudice in 
historical interpretations.
Students collect, evaluate and employ 
information from primary and secondary 
sources, and apply it in written and oral 
presentations.

Political Cartoons

Advertising 
Propaganda 
Webquest

Cyberganda 
Advertising

Ballot Take on the role of a voter in a 
specific time and place, decide how 
you'll vote and explain your 
reasoning. 

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

Understand a specific time and place by focusing 
on a set of candidates or issues and the desires 
of those casting a vote.

South Carolina 
Election 2002

Behind the Book Use the web to learn more about the 
time and place in which a work of 
literature is set.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

Deepening ones understanding of a work of 
literature by studying its setting.

The Real Johnny 
Tremain

Scrooge for Mayor

F. Scott Fitzgerald 
and the 1920s

Beyond the Book Deepen ones understanding of a 
work of literature by extending it 

Develop creativity. Extend understanding of the 
characters, plot, setting and meaning of a work 

Rewriting Romeo 
and Juliet



beyond what was originally written 
or by mapping it onto an entirely 
different domain.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

of literature.
Odyssey Theme 
Park

Letters to Nora and 
Torvald

OdysseyQuest

Collaborative Design Resolve conflicting viewpoints about 
an issue sufficiently to work together 
to design a plan, policy or tangible 
object within a given set of 
constraints.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To learn factual information relevant to the issue 
as well as the associated opinions of the 
participants; to learn to use consensus building 
techniques; to develop an understanding of how 
to create a project within constraints.

The Banned Books 
WebQuest

Should Schools 
Filter Web Content?

Commemorative Decide on an appropriate way to 
commemorate an event or person.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To study a person, institution or event more 
deeply in ways that celebrate its complexity. 
Use judgment to determine which aspects of the 
subject are laudable or important. To learn how 
to represent abstract ideas in concrete form, 
and/or to summarize many concrete instances 
into a more general form.

Booker T 
Washington & 
W.E.B. Dubois

Monument on the 
Mall

Helge Instad

Comparative 
Judgment

Rank order a given set of people, 
places, things, events, etc. using 
criteria that you develop.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To develop an understanding of how a set of 
things can be compared and contrasted with 
each other. In addition, this pattern requires 
learners to think about values, both their own 
and those that apply to a specific context.

WebQuest about 
WebQuests

Evaluating Math 
Games

Compilation Assemble and organize a body of 
knowledge in a form that would be 
useful to someone else. Examples 
might include cookbooks, a field 
guide to a particular set of wildlife, 
a dictionary of terms used in a 
specific realm; a Who's Who; a 
"Best of..." collection.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To learn broadly about a domain and the 
examples, facts, and organizational structures 
within that domain. To make distinctions about 
what is worth including and what is not. To 
impose an organizational scheme on the 
information in a way that makes sense for its 
intended audience.

Are You What You 
Eat?

Traveling Latin 
American

Concept Clarification An analysis of an abstract concept 
through investigation of examples 
and the identification of critical and 
less critical attributes

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To analyze an abstract idea to develop a deeper 
understanding of its meaning and implication. 
Abstract ideas and concepts might include, but 
are not be limited to, heroism, courage, 
freedom, and patriotism. Identification of critical 
and less critical attributes will aid in discerning 
the boundaries or fuzziness of the concepts.

In Search of a Hero 

Concrete Design Design a physical space or object to To develop knowledge of the options (physical The Architect's 



meet a specified goal while working 
within realistic resource constraints.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

things, styles, themes) available within a given 
domain as well as the tradeoffs involved in 
choosing among them. To develop deeper 
understanding of practical constraints and how to 
determine good solutions. To provide practice at 
calculation and quantifying things and knowledge 
of the laws of physics, statutes, economics, and 
any other realm that governs activity within this 
domain.

Chair

Design a Home

Exhibit Assemble a group of objects in a 
physical space for the purpose of 
exposing an audience to them for a 
specific goal. Choose what will be 
exhibited and how the exhibited will 
be laid out.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To learn about a specific body of knowledge 
(e.g., gods of Egypt; transportation in the 19th 
Century; types of fabric). To develop judgment 
about what is worth showing to a particular 
audience for a particular purpose. To develop a 
rationale for a sequence or framework in which 
the objects are to be seen.

Bellevue Musee

Cold War Museum

Art Exhibit!

Generic This is the template to use when you 
can't find a design pattern to fit your 
needs. It is a WebQuest in the most 
general sense.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

The generic template captures the most general 
model of what a WebQuest is. Each of the parts 
of the WebQuest (Introduction, Task, etc.) are 
described without any reference to a particular 
content area or type of learner outcome. 

Matrix of Examples 
(over 2000!)

Genre Analysis Analyze a specific form of creative 
expression and use that analysis to 
create a new example in that form.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To teach the structure and variations of a genre 
and more generally to teach that most 
understandable writing is based on some set of 
conventions. To teach a general approach to 
analysis and to guide observation and close 
reading.

Realm of Fairy 
Tales

Where Did We 
Come From?

Historical Story Apply the principles of effective 
story writing to dramatizing 
historical events or the lives of 
historical personalities.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To teach the elements of an effective short story 
and to use that vehicle for understanding and 
dramatizing a specific event or theme from 
history. Consistent with California Learning 
Standards: Language Arts: 2.9.6 - "Write 
biographical and autobiographical narratives or 
short stories." Social Science: 4.5.9 - "Students 
distinguish fact from opinion in historical 
narratives and stories."

A Dickens of a 
Quest

In the Style of... Sharpen your understanding of a 
particular artist or artistic style by 
creating a new work in a similar way.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

Develop an understanding of the concept of 
artistic style in general. Apply this understanding 
to a specific style. 

Illistrating 
Endangered 
Species

Federica Garcia 
Lorca

Jacob Lawrence

Meeting of the Minds Assemble a group of students who 
will role-play historical figures for 

To learn about important historical events, the 
figures involved, and the reasons behind their 

F. Scott Fitzgerald 
and the 1920s



the purpose of a discussing a given 
topic. Examples might include a 
dinner party with people from a 
certain time period, a discussion 
panel of figures from different time 
periods who discuss a given topic 
from their assumed viewpoint.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

actions. This knowledge will be synthesized into 
the positions these characters take on the topics 
presented by the discussion moderator.

Guess Who's 
Coming to Dinner?

What Would Dewey 
Do?

Meet the 
Immigrants

On Trial Students prepare for and perform a 
mock trial live or on video based on 
current events, literature, history, or 
any other conflicted situation. This 
Design Pattern lies in the 
intersection of the Venn diagram 
between judgment and persuasion.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

It is common that learners play a role while 
accomplishing a judgment task. Excellent 
WebQuests of this type have been developed 
within a mock trial format. A well designed 
assignment of this type will either provide a 
rubric or other set of criteria for making the 
judgment, or require and support learners in 
creating their own criteria for evaluation. In the 
second case, it is important to get learners to 
explain and defend their system of evaluation.

The Amistad Trial

The Rain Forest 
Project

Parallel Diaries Write the diaries of two or more 
people in specific times and places 
while keeping to a common structure 
that shows their similarities and 
differences.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To compare and contrast two individuals or two 
places and/or periods in history; to develop 
point of view.

Witchcraft or 
Witchhunt?

Persuasive Message Research and analyze information on 
a given topic, form an opinion, and 
construct a research-based 
persuasive message to convince 
others of the validity of the position 
chosen.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

Reading: Generate relevant questions about 
readings on issues that can be researched. 
Extend ideas presented in primary or secondary 
sources through original analysis, evaluation, 
and elaboration.

Writing: Structure ideas and arguments in a 
sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and 
support them with precise and relevant 
examples. Presentations: Use organization, 
graphics, and verbal strategies appropriate to 
persuade the audience.

Will the Real 
William 
Shakespeare 
Please Stand Up? 

Studying the 
Background of The 
Crucible

Policy Briefing Organize a policy conference 
focusing on a global issue for 
participants to discuss the issues 
from different points of view. 

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To apply appropriate interviewing techniques, 
deliver persuasive arguments (including 
evaluation and analysis of problems and 
solutions and causes and effects), deliver 
descriptive or expository presentations, historical 
interpretation, research, evidence, and point of 
view. And to teach the art of negotiation.

WaterQuest

Recommendation Make a group recommendation to 
solve a problem.

To build research, compromise and consensus 
building skills while exploring a multi-faceted 

A Forest Forever



Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

problem. Review thoughts, theories and multiple 
points of view to make informed individual 
opinions and a single group recommendation.

Acid Rain 
WebQuest

Genetica's Dilemna

Simulated Diary Write a daily account from the point 
of view of a particular individual in a 
specific time and place.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To develop understanding of a particular time 
and place or of a specific individual. To develop 
the concept of .point of view

Journey to Japan

Experiencing 
India's Caste 
System

Civil War Journal

Teaching to Learn Create a lesson for a learner who is 
substantively different from yourself.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To acquire a deeper understanding of a body of 
knowledge by having to teach it to someone 
else. 

Time Capsule Capture the essence of a particular 
period in history by selecting a 
number of artifacts to include in a 
time capsule.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To guide a survey of a period and develop 
judgment about the relative importance of its 
activities and products. 

Egyptian Time 
Capsule

Colonial Time 
Capsule

Capturing 
Missouri's Regions

Decades: 1950-
2000

Travel Account Create an account of a trip as if you 
had actually taken it.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

To develop knowledge of a particular time and 
place; to practice narrative writing. 

A Traveller's 
Graphic Journal

Travel Plan Design an itinerary while working 
within realistic constraints.

Templates:

Student 1-Page
Teacher 1-Page

Teach factual knowledge about a particular place 
or set of places; budget time and money; 
optimize a solution that balances several 
competing possibilities.

Canada: A Family 
Vacation

The Trip

Exploring Oregon


