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WHICH COLLEGES DO I 
APPLY TO?

Career
• What do you want to be? 
• What problems do you 

want to solve?

Required 
Education

• What degree or training is 
needed? 

• Do you want to do 4 year 
or 2 year education plan?

Select a 
College

• Location
• Extracurricular 

Activities
• Size
• Private or Public?



TOP-DOWN
Looking at your college decision in 

terms of your career path.

 3 Easy Steps to build from the Top-Down. 

Step 1: What career/job do I want to have?

Ex. Be a Nurse

Step 2: What type of degree do I need to do that job/career?

Ex. Associates of Applied Science in Nursing; Also BSN-

Bachelors of Science in Nursing

Step 3: What colleges offer the degree I need?

Ex. Collin College (AAS degree and can Transfer to 

complete a BSN *BSN soon offered at Collin!)

BSN tracks: Texas Women’s University; UT-Arlington; 

Arkansas State University. 



COLLEGE EXPLORATION

 College Fairs

 College Preview Days

 2 college visits per year allowed

 Obtain College Visit Form from subschool
prior to college visit day.

 Upon return, turn in signed College Visit 
Form to subschool.

 Visit College Reps During Lunch

 Take virtual college tours online

 Social media



• Safety Schools: not selective admit 
100% of applicants. (ie. Collin 
College, technical/trade schools, 
Dallas County Community College)

• Selective: (ie. SMU, A&M, UT, OU, UTD) 
are looking for students ranked in the top 
10-25% with strong test scores (at least 
1100 or 24)

• Moderately Selective: (ie. SFA, 
Midwestern, Texas State) target students 
in the top 50% with average test scores (at 
least 1000 or 21)

• Highly Selective: (ie. Harvard, 
Princeton, Stanford, Rice) admit fewer 
than 10% of applicants and look for highly 
ranked students with very high test scores 
(at least 1300 or 30); may also require 
additional testing and interviews.



https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


THE ANATOMY OF 
THE COLLEGE 
APPLICATION



THE ANATOMY OF THE 
COLLEGE APPLICATION

 Read the Admission’s website to find how to apply

 Helpful videos for Common App: https://www.khanacademy.org/college-
careers-more/college-admissions/applying-to-college/modal/a/filling-out-
the-college-application-common-application-walkthrough

Courtesy of College Board

https://www.khanacademy.org/college-careers-more/college-admissions/applying-to-college/modal/a/filling-out-the-college-application-common-application-walkthrough


THE ANATOMY OF THE 
COLLEGE APPLICATION

 If you are eligible for free/reduced lunch you receive 4 application fee waivers when you 
register for SAT/ACT using a fee waiver (get from counseling office)

 Read college website for how to submit a fee waiver



THE ANATOMY OF THE
COLLEGE APPLICATION

 College essay may be required or optional or none – check with school

 Ask others to proofread (teacher, parents, friends, me)

 Apply Texas has 3 essays but some colleges require their own essays

 https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays

 8 Tips for Crafting Your Best College Essays

 Sample College Application Essay

 Videos from college admissions with tips & tricks

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays


COUNSELORS LETTER OF 
RECOMMENDATION

 Completed during senior year 

 Pick up a GOLD packet in 
counseling office OR download 
from counseling website 

 Not all schools require a counselor 
letter of rec; ALL Common 
Application schools do require 
one! 

 Complete as much info as possible 
AND continually communicate 
with counselor – regular emails 
are great 

 Allow 10 school days 
processing time

PLANO EAST SENIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL

RECOMMENDATION 
PACKET

*This packet must be 
returned to the Counseling.*
Please allow 10 school days 

for processing by your 
counselor. 



TEACHER LETTER OF 
RECOMMENDATION

 Not required by all schools 

 Speak personally with the teacher! 

 Request letter through Naviance, also – teachers will submit letters 
and secondary report through Naviance to be sent directly to your 
colleges. 

 Let your teacher know to which schools to send your letter if that 
pertains to you – some schools require more or less than others, so 
pay attention to your colleges’ requirements 



COLLEGE 
ADMISSIONS



ADMISSIONS 
REQUIREMENTS 

What to look for when researching College Admission 
Requirements.

Admission Deadlines: When is their priority deadline & regular 
admissions?

Scholarship Deadlines: When are their scholarship deadlines? 
How are scholarships applied for? Separate applications or 
combined with the university application?

SAT/ACT average scores: What is their average incoming 
freshman have for SAT/ACT ?

GPA requirements & High School Diploma 
requirements? (Distinguished, Foundation, Recommended?)

OTHER: Essays? Letters of Recommendation? Interview? Short 
Answer questions?



WHAT COUNTS MOST IN 
COLLEGE ADMISSIONS?



ADMISSION TYPES

Assured Admission

 Defined requirements 
that guarantee you will 
be admitted – may 
include class rank, 
GPA, test scores

Holistic Review

 A flexible, individualized 
evaluation of a student 
profile to determine if the 
student is a good fit



WHEN DO I APPLY?

Early 
Decision

• You commit to 
attend if you are 
accepted 

• You must cancel 
all other 
applications if 
accepted

• Ivy 
league/private

• Can only have 1 
ED app pending 
at a time

Early 
Action

• Indicate your 
first choice 
college & 
receive notice 
early

• You are not 
committed to 
enroll

• Shows your 
interest in the 
school

Priority 
Deadline

• Increase odds of 
being admitted 
& receiving 
scholarships

• Encourages 
students to 
apply early 

• Not binding

• Nov 1st for most 
public schools

Rolling 
Admissions

• Long window of 
time to apply

• Applications are 
evaluated as 
they come in

• Typical at 
community 
colleges

Regular 
Decision

• Deadlines 
usually Jan 1-
March 15

• May apply to 
other colleges

• Runs into 
FAFSA priority 
deadline 



NAVIANCE

 Login at: https://student.naviance.com/planoeast
Account: planoeast

 Username: your planoisd username

 Password: your planoisd password

 Click Log-in with Clever

https://www.pisd.edu/cm

s/lib/TX02215173/Centricit

y/Domain/2768/naviance

studentquickguide.pdf

NAVIANCE Student User Guide

https://connection.naviance.com/planoeast
https://www.pisd.edu/cms/lib/TX02215173/Centricity/Domain/2768/naviancestudentquickguide.pdf


HOW TO ADD COLLEGES TO 
YOUR NAVIANCE ACCOUNT 

 1. Click the Colleges tab. 

 2. Click Colleges I’m Applying To. 

 3. Click Add to This List. 

 4. Click Lookup. 

 5. Find a college he or she is applying to and click the link with 
the college name. 

 6. The college is added to the College column. The student 
should continue adding colleges until they are all added. 

 7. Indicate the type of application, if a transcript is needed and 
whether the application has been submitted. 

 8. Click Add Colleges



HOW TO MATCH YOUR 
COMMON APP AND 

NAVIANCE ACCOUNT



ACT
SAT
TSI



 Measures:  English Usage, Mathematics, Reading, and 
Science Reasoning. 

 Optional Writing section – check your college’s 
requirements/recommendations

 May be used to replace or in addition to the SAT 
Reasoning Test

 No Writing= $52.00

 Writing =$68.00

 Register on line at www.act.org

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-
act/registration.html

http://www.act.org/
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html


 Math

 Evidence-based Reading and Writing

 Optional Essay

 Total score: 400–1600

 Section scores for Math and Evidence- based Reading and 
Writing: 200–800

 3 hours (without essay)

 3 hours, 50 minutes (with essay)

 No writing = $49.50 

 Writing = $64.50

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines


The Texas Success Initiative (TSI) is a program designed to determine 
if a student is ready for college-level course work in the general areas 
of reading, writing and mathematics. This program will also 
help determine what type of course or intervention will best 
meet the student's needs and to assist in becoming better prepared 
for college-level course work.

Cost: $29.00

Testing Centers at Collin

Spring Creek Campus
Central Park Campus
Preston Ridge Campus



PREPARING FOR THE SAT

 Practice the Essay

- View the essay prompt, rubric, and samples online 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/insi
de-the-test/essay

 Daily Practice App 

 khanacademy.org/sat

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/essay


PREPARING FOR THE ACT 



PREPARING FOR THE TSI

 Free Practice Resources for the Texas Success Initiative 
(TSI) Assessment:

 TSI Assessment Web-Based Study App

 https://store.collegeboard.org/sto/productdetail.do?Itemkey=13
0095469

 TSI Assessment Sample Questions

 https://secure-
media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/accuplacer/accuplac
er-texas-success-initiative-assessment-sample-questions.pdf

 TSI Assessment WritePlacer with Sample Essays

 https://secure-
media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/accuplacer/accuplac
er-tsi-writeplacer-sample-essays.pdf

https://store.collegeboard.org/sto/productdetail.do?Itemkey=130095469
https://store.collegeboard.org/sto/productdetail.do?Itemkey=130095469
http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/accuplacer/accuplacer-texas-success-initiative-assessment-sample-questions.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/accuplacer/accuplacer-texas-success-initiative-assessment-sample-questions.pdf
http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/accuplacer/accuplacer-tsi-writeplacer-sample-essays.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/accuplacer/accuplacer-tsi-writeplacer-sample-essays.pdf


HOW DO I PAY FOR 
COLLEGE?

FAFSA opens October 1st



https://connection.naviance.com/planoeast



WHAT YOU NEED TO DO 
NOW…..

● Continue to make good grades 
in challenging classes.

● Visit College Campuses.

● Research college and careers 
online. Make your list of 4 
colleges.

● Start applying! Essay’s, 
applications, and letters of 
recommendation take time so 
start NOW. 

● Be aware of application and 
scholarship Deadlines!

● Complete NCAA forms as 
needed online (www.ncaa.org) 

http://www.ncaa.org/


COLLEGE & CAREER 
RESOURCES 



Important Dates

 October 1st: FAFSA opens

 November 19th : Financial Aid Parent Meeting



QUESTIONS?

Follow us on Twitter:

Plano East Counseling 
@PESHCounseling


