
 

What’s New In Medicine 
Newsletter ● May 2020 

 

 

What’s New in Medicine, the newsletter of the Joan and Sanford I. Weill Department of Medicine at Weill Cornell Medicine, provides 
the latest updates on the department’s research breakthroughs, new faculty recruits, and honors and awards.  
To submit information for consideration for future newsletters, please contact Suzanne Ross directly at suross@med.cornell.edu. 

Message from the Chair 

The last two months have been a whirlwind, and the care and effort provided by the Weill 

Department of Medicine during this crisis has been unparalleled. Each Division has risen to 

the occasion to provide needed care and to innovate to improve what we have been able 

to do for patients afflicted with Covid-19. Our trainees (both fellows and housestaff) have 

also played, and continue to play, an immensely significant role in our response. As time 

permits, going forward, we will begin to document our response and review it critically to 

ensure that we are even better prepared for the next potential surge of care that we need 

to provide. 

Importantly, despite the crisis the Department is focused on renewal and growth. A special 

congratulations to the five faculty members who were recently promoted (Drs. DeSancho, Marks, Sammaritano, Tagawa 

and Wilkin) for their achievements and contributions. Additionally, the Department was able to award seven Fund for the 

Future Awards across six Divisions to support the work of junior faculty in their research endeavors. These awards bridge 

the key gap between training and independence. Based on the quality of the applications received, the future of our 

Department is bright. We also expect our laboratory operations to begin to ramp up in June. This will likely require a different 

structure in how the labs are occupied based on shifts. More information should be available soon.  

As we look to the next couple of months, we will continue to focus on the care of Covid-19 patients as well as widen the 

door so that we can begin to grow our ambulatory and procedural volume. This will be done carefully and slowly and with 

a close eye on patient experience to ensure their safety and the safety of our staff. Also, we are planning carefully for the 

arrival of our new interns in June and the return of medical students to the inpatient service. Finally, our senior residents 

graduate in June! More on the celebration in their honor will be forthcoming shortly. 

Thanks again for everyone’s commitment and effort. 

Tony 

Anthony Hollenberg, M.D. 

Sanford I. Weill Chair 



 

News 

 

#HairstylesForHeroes 

#HairstylesForHeroes is a fundraising initiative to support Weill Cornell Medicine’s Department of 

Medicine junior faculty members and trainees, who have served on the front lines of the 

pandemic response. Read more 

  

 

Dr. Gulick Named Co-Chair of the NIH’s COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines 

The guidelines will draw on the knowledge of a panel of experts and will be updated frequently 

with scientific evidence and data to inform clinicians on how to best manage patients with 

COVID-19. Read more 

  

 

WDOM Faculty Forge New Lines of Study on COVID-19: Multiple Papers Published in 

Top Tier Journals 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, faculty from across the Weill Department of Medicine 

have been pursuing critical research. Read more 

  

 

Researchers in the Weill Department of Medicine and Division of Infectious Diseases 

Launch Clinical Trials on COVID-19 

Physicians and scientists in the WDOM are forging much-needed clinical trials for the treatment 

of COVID-19. Several lines of research are underway. Read more 

  

 

Drs. Pape and Fitzgerald Face New Challenge in Haiti: COVID-19 

Tens of thousands of people are expected to become sick with COVID-19 in Haiti. Read more 

  

https://medicine.weill.cornell.edu/news/hairstylesforheroes
https://medicine.weill.cornell.edu/news/dr-gulick-named-co-chair-nihs-covid-19-treatment-guidelines
https://medicine.weill.cornell.edu/news/wdom-faculty-forge-new-lines-study-covid-19-multiple-papers-published-top-tier-journals
https://medicine.weill.cornell.edu/news/researchers-weill-department-medicine-and-division-infectious-diseases-launch-clinical-trials
https://medicine.weill.cornell.edu/news/drs-pape-and-fitzgerald-face-new-challenge-haiti-covid-19


 

Dr. Leonard Appointed Senior Associate Dean for Innovation and Initiatives 

In this role, he will establish an office of entrepreneurship while working closely with senior 

leadership and investigators at Weill Cornell Medicine, Cornell’s Ithaca campus, Cornell Tech, the 

Tri-Institutional community, and other partners. Read more 

  

 

Dr. Shore Appointed to WDOM’s Vice Chair for Compliance and Clinical Director for 

Inpatient Oncology Operations (Division of Hematology and Medical Oncology) 

Dr. Shore will represent the WDOM on compliance matters related to the department, and 

provide leadership in support of the inpatient service to ensure high quality patient care. 

Read more 

  

 

Dr. Mayer Appointed to Ambulatory Director for the Division of Hematology and 

Medical Oncology 

In this pivotal role, he will work closely with Weill Cornell Medicine and NewYork-Presbyterian 

Hospital leadership to promote and ensure exceptional patient care in the ambulatory setting. 

Read more 

  

 

Fund for the Future Awards Announced: Advancing Research Careers of Junior Faculty 

The award supports selected faculty during the crucial period of career development, spanning 

completion of research training through the early years of their first faculty position held at Weill 

Cornell Medicine. Read more 

  

 

Dr. Artis and Team Publish Breakthrough Findings on ILC2s in Immunity 

The study found that ramped-up production of Tph1 helps ILC2s to enter an inflammatory state. 

This advance may lead to future drugs that could suppress Tph1 in an attempt to alleviate allergic 

and inflammatory conditions. Read more 

  

https://medicine.weill.cornell.edu/news/dr-leonard-appointed-senior-associate-dean-innovation-and-initiatives
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https://medicine.weill.cornell.edu/news/dr-mayer-appointed-ambulatory-director-division-hematology-and-medical-oncology
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News Flashes 

• WDOM has lost one of its most beloved benefactors, Jill Roberts, who passed away peacefully in March. Jill Roberts 
was enthusiastically involved in our institutions and committed to improving the lives of those with IBD. Read more 

• A member of ASCO (American Society of Clinical Oncology), Dr. Anne Moore has received one of the organization’s 
“Special Awards” – FASCO (Fellow of the American Society of Clinical Oncology). This award, one of ASCO’s highest 
honors, is bestowed upon leaders in cancer care who have “transformed” their field. The FASCO award recognizes 
ASCO members for their extraordinary volunteer service, dedication, and commitment to ASCO. Dr. Moore, Professor 
of Clinical Medicine, Division of Hematology and Medical Oncology, recently completed her 50th year of service at 
Weill Cornell Medicine and has pioneered landmark advances that have set the standard for best practices in patient 
care. She serves as the Director of her division’s Breast Cancer Survivorship program, located at the Weill Cornell 
Breast Center. 

• Congratulations to the following WDOM physicians who recently received the following promotions: 
Dr. Maria DeSancho, Division of Hematology and Medical Oncology, Professor of Clinical Medicine 
Dr. Kristen Marks, Division of Infectious Diseases, Associate Professor of Medicine 
Dr. Maria Sammaritano, Division of Rheumatology, Professor of Clinical Medicine 
Dr. Scott Tadashi Tagawa, Division of Hematology and Medical Oncology, Professor of Medicine 
Dr. Timothy Wilkin, Division of Infectious Diseases, Professor of Medicine 

 

https://medicine.weill.cornell.edu/news/memory-jill-roberts


Research Paper Highlights 

Cardiology 

Krishnan U, Visaria A, Banerjee S, Kim LK, Karas MG, Sobol I, Horn EM, Goyal P. Association of Hospital Volume with 30-Day 
Readmission Following Left Ventricular Assist Device Implantation. J Card Fail. 2020 Apr;26(4):349-351. doi: 
10.1016/j.cardfail.2020.03.001. Epub 2020 Mar 6. PubMed PMID: 32151635. 

Roman MJ, Devereux RB. Aortic Dissection Risk in Marfan Syndrome. J Am Coll Cardiol. 2020 Mar 3;75(8):854-856. doi: 
10.1016/j.jacc.2019.12.042. PubMed PMID: 32130919. 

Tang WHW, Wilcox JD, Jacob MS, Rosenzweig EB, Borlaug BA, Frantz RP, Hassoun PM, Hemnes AR, Hill NS, Horn EM, Singh 
HS, Systrom DM, Tedford RJ, Vanderpool RR, Waxman AB, Xiao L, Leopold JA, Rischard FP. Comprehensive Diagnostic 
Evaluation of Cardiovascular Physiology in Patients With Pulmonary Vascular Disease: Insights From the PVDOMICS 
Program. Circ Heart Fail. 2020 Mar;13(3):e006363. doi: 10.1161/CIRCHEARTFAILURE.119.006363. Epub 2020 Feb 24. 
PubMed PMID: 32088984; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC7046052. 

Endocrinology, Diabetes & Metabolism 

Yeh T, Yeung M, Sherman EJ, Tuttle RM, Sabra MM. Structural Doubling Time Predicts Overall Survival in Patients with 
Medullary Thyroid Cancer in Patients with Rapidly Progressive Metastatic Medullary Thyroid Cancer Treated with 
Molecular Targeted Therapies. Thyroid. 2020 Apr 20. doi: 10.1089/thy.2019.0579. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
32131709. 

Hopkins BD, Goncalves MD, Cantley LC. Insulin-PI3K signalling: an evolutionarily insulated metabolic driver of cancer. Nat 
Rev Endocrinol. 2020 May;16(5):276-283. doi: 10.1038/s41574-020-0329-9. Epub 2020 Mar 3. Review. PubMed PMID: 
32127696. 

Rubino F, Puhl RM, Cummings DE, Eckel RH, Ryan DH, Mechanick JI, Nadglowski J, Ramos Salas X, Schauer PR, Twenefour 
D, Apovian CM, Aronne LJ, Batterham RL, Berthoud HR, Boza C, Busetto L, Dicker D, De Groot M, Eisenberg D, Flint SW, 
Huang TT, Kaplan LM, Kirwan JP, Korner J, Kyle TK, Laferrère B, le Roux CW, McIver L, Mingrone G, Nece P, Reid TJ, Rogers 
AM, Rosenbaum M, Seeley RJ, Torres AJ, Dixon JB. Joint international consensus statement for ending stigma of obesity. 
Nat Med. 2020 Apr;26(4):485-497. doi: 10.1038/s41591-020-0803-x. Epub 2020 Mar 4. Review. PubMed PMID: 32127716; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC7154011. 

Gastroenterology & Hepatology 

Krisko TI, Nicholls HT, Bare CJ, Holman CD, Putzel GG, Jansen RS, Sun N, Rhee KY, Banks AS, Cohen DE. Dissociation of 
Adaptive Thermogenesis from Glucose Homeostasis in Microbiome-Deficient Mice. Cell Metab. 2020 Mar 3;31(3):592-
604.e9. doi: 10.1016/j.cmet.2020.01.012. Epub 2020 Feb 20. PubMed PMID: 32084379. 

Leonardi I, Paramsothy S, Doron I, Semon A, Kaakoush NO, Clemente JC, Faith JJ, Borody TJ, Mitchell HM, Colombel JF, 
Kamm MA, Iliev ID. Fungal Trans-kingdom Dynamics Linked to Responsiveness to Fecal Microbiota Transplantation (FMT) 
Therapy in Ulcerative Colitis. Cell Host Microbe. 2020 Apr 9. pii: S1931-3128(20)30170-0. doi: 
10.1016/j.chom.2020.03.006. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32298656. 

Bessman NJ, Mathieu JRR, Renassia C, Zhou L, Fung TC, Fernandez KC, Austin C, Moeller JB, Zumerle S, Louis S, Vaulont S, 
Ajami NJ, Sokol H, Putzel GG, Arvedson T, Sockolow RE, Lakhal-Littleton S, Cloonan SM, Arora M, Peyssonnaux C, 
Sonnenberg GF. Dendritic cell-derived hepcidin sequesters iron from the microbiota to promote mucosal healing. Science. 
2020 Apr 10;368(6487):186-189. doi: 10.1126/science.aau6481. PubMed PMID: 32273468. [Jill Roberts Institute] 



General Internal Medicine 

Goyal P, Choi JJ, Pinheiro LC, Schenck EJ, Chen R, Jabri A, Satlin MJ, Campion TR Jr, Nahid M, Ringel JB, Hoffman KL, Alshak 
MN, Li HA, Wehmeyer GT, Rajan M, Reshetnyak E, Hupert N, Horn EM, Martinez FJ, Gulick RM, Safford MM. Clinical 
Characteristics of Covid-19 in New York City. N Engl J Med. 2020 Apr 17. doi: 10.1056/NEJMc2010419. [Epub ahead of 
print] PubMed PMID: 32302078. 

Pinheiro LC, Reshetnyak E, Safford MM, Nanus D, Kern LM. Differences in ambulatory care fragmentation between cancer 
survivors and noncancer controls. Cancer. 2020 Apr 14. doi: 10.1002/cncr.32869. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
32286692. 

Navarro-Millán I, Cornelius-Schecter A, O'Beirne RJ, Morris MS, Lui GE, Goodman SM, Cherrington AL, Fraenkel L, Curtis JR, 
Safford MM. Views of primary care physicians and rheumatologists regarding screening and treatment of hyperlipidemia 
among patients with rheumatoid arthritis. BMC Rheumatol. 2020 Mar 5;4:14. doi: 10.1186/s41927-020-0112-5. 
eCollection 2020. PubMed PMID: 32159074; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC7057468. 

Naik S, Robinson ML, Alexander M, Chandanwale A, Sambarey P, Kinikar A, Bharadwaj R, Sapkal GN, Chebrolu P, 
Deshpande P, Kulkarni V, Nimkar S, Mave V, Gupta A, Mathad J. Intensified Short Symptom Screening Program for Dengue 
Infection during Pregnancy, India. Emerg Infect Dis. 2020 Apr;26(4):738-743. doi: 10.3201/eid2604.191476. PubMed PMID: 
32186485; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC7101120. [Center for Global Health] 

Geriatrics & Palliative Medicine 

Siegler EL. Challenges and Responsibilities in Caring for the Most Vulnerable during the COVID-19 Pandemic. J Am Geriatr 
Soc. 2020 Apr 20. doi: 10.1111/jgs.16497. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32311068. 

Silva MD, Tsai S, Sobota RM, Abel BT, Reid MC, Adelman RD. Missed Opportunities When Communicating With Limited 
English-Proficient Patients During End-of-Life Conversations: Insights From Spanish-Speaking and Chinese-Speaking 
Medical Interpreters. J Pain Symptom Manage. 2020 Mar;59(3):694-701. doi: 10.1016/j.jpainsymman.2019.10.019. Epub 
2019 Oct 25. PubMed PMID: 31669199. 

Riffin C, Wolff JL, Estill M, Prabhu S, Pillemer KA. Caregiver Needs Assessment in Primary Care: Views of Clinicians, Staff, 
Patients, and Caregivers. J Am Geriatr Soc. 2020 Mar 13. doi: 10.1111/jgs.16401. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
32167573. 

Hematology & Medical Oncology 

Galletti G, Zhang C, Gjyrezi A, Cleveland K, Zhang J, Powell S, Thakkar PV, Betel D, Shah MA, Giannakakou P. Microtubule 
engagement with taxane is altered in taxane-resistant gastric cancer. Clin Cancer Res. 2020 Apr 22. pii: 
clincanres.3018.2019. doi: 10.1158/1078-0432.CCR-19-3018. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32321717. 

Magro C, Mulvey JJ, Berlin D, Nuovo G, Salvatore S, Harp J, Baxter-Stoltzfus A, Laurence J. Complement associated 
microvascular injury and thrombosis in the pathogenesis of severe COVID-19 infection: a report of five cases. Transl Res. 
2020 Apr 15. pii: S1931-5244(20)30070-0. doi: 10.1016/j.trsl.2020.04.007. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32299776; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC7158248. 

Fabre M, Ferrer C, Dominguez-Hormaetxe S, Bockorny B, Murias L, Seifert O, Eisler SA, Kontermann RE, Pfizenmaier K, Lee 
SY, Vivanco MD, Lopez-Casas PP, Perea S, Abbas M, Richter W, Simón L, Hidalgo M. OMTX705, a Novel FAP-Targeting ADC 
demonstrates Activity in Chemotherapy and PD1-Resistant Solid Tumors Models. Clin Cancer Res. 2020 Mar 11. pii: 
clincanres.2238.2019. doi: 10.1158/1078-0432.CCR-19-2238. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32161121. 



Infectious Diseases 

Johnston CD, Ifeagwu KC, Siegler EL, Derry H, Burchett CO, Rice MC, Gupta SK, Choi ME, Glesby MJ. Elevated cardiac risk 
score by Atherosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease calculation is associated with albuminuria in older people living with HIV. 
AIDS. 2020 May 1;34(6):947-949. doi: 10.1097/QAD.0000000000002492. PubMed PMID: 32271253. 

Satlin MJ, Lewis JS, Weinstein MP, Patel J, Humphries RM, Kahlmeter G, Giske CG, Turnidge J. Clinical and Laboratory 
Standards Institute (CLSI) and European Committee on Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing (EUCAST) position statements 
on polymyxin B and colistin clinical breakpoints. Clin Infect Dis. 2020 Feb 13. pii: ciaa121. doi: 10.1093/cid/ciaa121. [Epub 
ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32052041. 

Siao MC, Borner J, Perkins SL, Deitsch KW, Kirkman LA. Evolution of Host Specificity by Malaria Parasites through Altered 
Mechanisms Controlling Genome Maintenance. mBio. 2020 Mar 17;11(2). pii: e03272-19. doi: 10.1128/mBio.03272-19. 
PubMed PMID: 32184256; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC7078485. 

Medical Ethics 

Shapiro ZE, Pan A, James K, Wright MS, Fins JJ. Nothing Generic About it: Promoting Therapeutic Access by Overcoming 
Regulatory and Legal Barriers to a Robust Generic Medical Device Market. North Carolina Law Review 2020;98(3): 595-
628. 

Fins JJ. Disabusing the Disability Critique of the New York State Task Force Report on Ventilator Allocation. Hastings Center 
Bioethics Forum. April 1, 2020. 

Fins JJ. The New York State Task Force on Life and the Law Ventilator Allocation Guidelines: How Our Views on Disability 
Evolved. Hastings Center Bioethics Forum. April 7, 2020. 

Nephrology & Hypertension 

Harhay MN, Rao MK, Woodside KJ, Johansen KL, Lentine KL, Tullius SG, Parsons RF, Alhamad T, Berger J, Cheng XS, Lappin 
J, Lynch R, Parajuli S, Tan JC, Segev DL, Kaplan B, Kobashigawa J, Dadhania DM, McAdams-DeMarco MA. An overview of 
frailty in kidney transplantation: measurement, management and future considerations. Nephrol Dial Transplant. 2020 
Mar 19. pii: gfaa016. doi: 10.1093/ndt/gfaa016. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32191296. 

Laurence J, Elhadad S, Gostynska S, Yu Z, Terry H, Varshney R, Fung KM, Choi ME, Ahamed J. HIV protease inhibitor 
ritonavir induces renal fibrosis and dysfunction: role of platelet-derived TGF-β1 and intervention via anti-oxidant 
pathways. AIDS. 2020 Mar 11. doi: 10.1097/QAD.0000000000002516. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32167970. 

Malha L, Mueller FB, Pecker MS, Mann SJ, August P, Feig PU. COVID-19 and the Renin-Angiotensin System. Kidney Int Rep. 
2020 Mar 27. doi: 10.1016/j.ekir.2020.03.024. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32292865; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC7118533. 

Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine 

Goyal P, Choi JJ, Pinheiro LC, Schenck EJ, Chen R, Jabri A, Satlin MJ, Campion TR Jr, Nahid M, Ringel JB, Hoffman KL, Alshak 
MN, Li HA, Wehmeyer GT, Rajan M, Reshetnyak E, Hupert N, Horn EM, Martinez FJ, Gulick RM, Safford MM. Clinical 
Characteristics of Covid-19 in New York City. N Engl J Med. 2020 Apr 17. doi: 10.1056/NEJMc2010419. [Epub ahead of 
print] PubMed PMID: 32302078. 

Griffin KM, Karas MG, Ivascu NS, Lief L. Hospital Preparedness for COVID-19: A Practical Guide from a Critical Care 
Perspective. Am J Respir Crit Care Med. 2020 Apr 16. doi: 10.1164/rccm.202004-1037CP. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed 
PMID: 32298146. 

Niederman MS, Richeldi L, Chotirmall SH, Bai C. Rising to the Challenge of the Novel SARS-coronavirus-2 (SARS-CoV-2): 
Advice for Pulmonary and Critical Care and an Agenda for Research. Am J Respir Crit Care Med. 2020 Mar 23. doi: 
10.1164/rccm.202003-0741ED. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32203671. 



Rheumatology 

Chan KK, Bass AR. Autoimmune complications of immunotherapy: pathophysiology and management. BMJ. 2020 Apr 
6;369:m736. doi: 10.1136/bmj.m736. PubMed PMID: 32253223. 

Sammaritano LR, Bermas BL, Chakravarty EE, Chambers C, Clowse MEB, Lockshin MD, Marder W, Guyatt G, Branch DW, 
Buyon J, Christopher-Stine L, Crow-Hercher R, Cush J, Druzin M, Kavanaugh A, Laskin CA, Plante L, Salmon J, Simard J, 
Somers EC, Steen V, Tedeschi SK, Vinet E, White CW, Yazdany J, Barbhaiya M, Bettendorf B, Eudy A, Jayatilleke A, Shah AA, 
Sullivan N, Tarter LL, Birru Talabi M, Turgunbaev M, Turner A, D'Anci KE. 2020 American College of Rheumatology 
Guideline for the Management of Reproductive Health in Rheumatic and Musculoskeletal Diseases. Arthritis Rheumatol. 
2020 Apr;72(4):529-556. doi: 10.1002/art.41191. Epub 2020 Feb 23. PubMed PMID: 32090480. 

Spiera R, Hummers L, Chung L, Frech TM, Domsic R, Hsu V, Furst DE, Gordon J, Mayes M, Simms R, Lafyatis R, Martyanov V, 
Wood T, Whitfield ML, Constantine S, Lee E, Dgetluck N, White B. Safety and efficacy of lenabasum in a phase 2 
randomized, placebo-controlled trial in adults with systemic sclerosis. Arthritis Rheumatol. 2020 Apr 26. doi: 
10.1002/art.41294. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 32336038. 
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