The Enlightenment

or "Age of Reason”

What was the Enlightenment?
What was the importance of the Enlightenment?
How did Enlightenment ideas spread?
What are the lasting effects of the Enlightenment?

Learning Goal 5: Explain how Calvin, Locke, Hobbes,
Voltaire, Montesquieu, Rousseau, Jefferson and
Blackstone contributed to the new ideas presented during
the Enlightenment and describe the impact of these

Ideas. (TEKS/SE’s 1E,20C)






Vhat was the Enlightenment?

Definition: A revolution in intellectual activity
that changed European views of government and
society.

What inspired the Enlightenment?

* The Renaissance triggered a new way of
thinking; people turned to reason to answer
their questions about the world around them*







Importance of the Enlightenment

“So, why does it matter?”

Many freedoms and some forms of government in
many countries today are a result of
Enlightenment thinking.



ohtenment Ideas

Philosophes were responsible for
Enlightenment ideas.

Hobbes Rousseau
Locke Who are they? Calvin
Voltaire Jefferson

Montesquieu Blackstone



Using the reading packet you will research the
contributions of the Enlightenment
philosophers. You will then use this

information to fill out your “All-Star” trading
cards.



Philosophes: Hobbes vs. Locke

Thomas Hobbes
Strong government needed to preserve f’

society and keep order

Humans are naturally selfish and wicked

Need all-powerful ruler to suppress natural violent “ &
tendencies %

John Locke

—Natural Rights*
o|_ife, liberty, and property

—Humans are naturally able to govern

Q‘. themselves; favored self-government
\ —Government should have the consent of
the governed



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hobbes thought that people needed government to take care of them because they wouldn’t take care of themselves.  They would do what was necessary to survive.
Locke had the opposite thought.  He thought that the government should have the consent of the people and that people have certain natural rights: life, liberty and society.
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The Spread of Enlightenment Ideas

Key Idea: Enlightenment ideas circulated in
pamphlets and formal discussions. The new
ideals of order and reason reflected in the arts and
music. European monarchs make limited reforms
based on Enlightenment ideas.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
All supported the writers and artists.
Salons gave women a way to participate in the political arena.
Enlightened depots were absolute monarchs who tried to use Enlightenment ideas to reform society “from above.”



Answer the following prompt based on the
research you conducted today.

Remember — Underline Stance &

Which two All Stars of the
Enlightenment have the

greatest impact on us today?

Take a stance and justify your answer.



Enlightenment

Natural Laws influenced human society and how
people lived and worked

The Enlightenment thinkers wanted to reform society

Encourage the spread of ideas
Increased Public Education
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