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A Young Tinkerer Builds a Windmill, Electrifying a Nation 
Sarah Childress 

WORD LIST 

scarcity          desire          
attempts 

 A. DIRECTIONS: In each of the following items, think about the 

meaning of the italicized word or phrase, and then answer the question. 

 1. If there is a scarcity of corn does that mean there is a surplus supply 

of corn? 

  Explain.        

 2. Alwyn expressed his deepest desire to sail around the Cape of 

Good Hope.  

Do you think this is an adventure he’s already completed? Explain. 

         

 3. Veronika’s first two attempts at walking were unsuccessful. True or 

false? Veronkia walked on her second try. 

  Explain.        



RETEACH 
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 ETYMOLOGY 

  Etymology is “the study of the origin of words and the way in which their meanings have changed 

throughout history.” For instance, the word announce comes from Middle English, from Anglo-French 

annuncier, from Latin annuntiare, from  

ad- + nuntiare to report, from nuntius messenger. Its modern meaning is “to make publicly known; to give 

notice of the arrival, presence, or readiness of.” 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Choose the word that best fits each sentence. Use each word only once. 

A.  meteoric    B. glacial   C. dazzle    D. fraternize    E. ignition    F. plenty 

 1. The lecture was so boring that time seemed to move at        speed. 

 2. We were warned to be careful with the chemicals because if they mixed there could be a sudden 

 . 

 3. Don’t worry about using too much glue—we have . 

 4. After her first song became a hit, Helena’s rise to fame was  . 

 5. When Jacques became a guard, he was told not to   with his prisoners. 

 6. The magician was sure of his talent; he knew he would   his audience. 
 

 B. DIRECTIONS: Reread the sentences in Practice A. Then, match each word below with its 

etymological definition, drawing a line between each pair. 

 1. ignition  A. Middle English dasen, from Old Norse *dasa; akin to 

     Old Norse dasask to become exhausted 

 2. plenty  B. Middle English metheour, from Middle French meteore, 

     from Medieval Latin meteorum, from Greek meteōron, 

     from neuter of meteōros high in air, from meta- + -eōros, 

     from aeirein to lift 

 3. dazzle  C. Latin ignitus, past participle of ignire to ignite, from 

     ignis 

 4. fraternize  D. Latin glacialis, from glacies 

 5. meteoric  E. Middle English, from Medieval Latin fraternalis, from 

     Latin fraternus, from frater brother 

 6. glacial  F. Middle English plente, from Anglo-French plenté, from 

     Late Latin plenitat-, plenitas, from Latin, fullness, from 

     plenus full 

 C. DIRECTIONS: Select the correct word derived from Middle English to complete each sentence. 

 1 Karen had a bad cold, but after taking (medicine/moderation) she began to feel better.   

 2. Eduardo wasn’t sure he could win the race, but he knew that anything was (positive/possible). 

 3. Determined to prove his (guidance/guilt), the police questioned their suspect for hours. 

 4. I really enjoy classic films; watching them gives me great (pleasure/portion). 
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 CAPITALIZATION 

There are numerous rules regarding capitalization in the English language; many of them are based on 

one general principle: capitalize proper nouns. Proper nouns name one-of-a-kind, specific things or 

places, such as Mount Everest, The New York Times, Maine, Lake Superior, Canada, or West Fourteenth 

Street. 

However, if you’re talking about any mountain, newspaper, state, lake, country, or street, you should use a 

lowercase letter. People’s names and titles—Dr. Jekyll, Princess Leia, and General Grant—are capitalized, but 

doctor, princess, and general are not. In addition, dates, the first word in a sentence, and the pronoun I are 

capitalized. In titles, small words, such as a, the, of, and, and or, are not capitalized unless they are the first 

word of the title. (For example, The Grapes of Wrath.) 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Circle the errors in capitalization in each of these sentences. 

 1. I went to the aquarium last saturday. 

 2. Our Doctor, dr. Klassen, runs the best family practice in the State. 

 3. My Parents are going to london and paris for the first two weeks in august. 

 4. have you ever read “harrison bergeron” by kurt Vonnegut? 

 5. Beethoven’s sixth symphony is my favorite piece of Classical music. 

 

 B. DIRECTIONS: In each example, put a check mark next to the sentence with the correct capitalization. 

 1.       I’m going to the shop ‘n save to pick up some things for mr. Chin.  

        I’m going to the Shop ‘n Save to pick up some things for mr. chin. 

        I’m going to the Shop ‘n Save to pick up some things for Mr. Chin. 

 

 2.       The Missouri river is the longest river in the United States Of America.  

        The Missouri River is the longest river in the United States of America. 

        The Missouri River is the longest River in the United States Of America. 

 

 3.       Last year we saw the Grand Canyon and Yosemite National Park. 

        Last Year we saw The Grand canyon and Yosemite national park. 

        Last year we saw the grand canyon and yosemite national park. 

  

 4.       Julia brent and Fred lehman won the Gerald E. Fetzer Poetry prize.  

        Julia Brent and Fred Lehman won the Gerald E. Fetzer poetry prize. 

        Julia Brent and Fred Lehman won the Gerald E. Fetzer Poetry Prize.  
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 CAPITALIZATION 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Fill in each blank with a suitable word. Then, rewrite the sentence on the line, using 

correct capitalization. 

 1. The warranty runs out on (month) (day), (year). 

       

  2. (Girl’s first and last name) and her brother (boy’s first name) were born in (city), 

(state).        

 3. I adopted a (kind of pet) on (day of week) and named it (animal’s name). 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 4. When the (last name) family goes out to eat, they go to (name of restaurant). 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 5. Two movies I’d like to see are (name of movie) and (name of movie.) 

  

 

 B. DIRECTIONS: Rewrite each sentence using correct capitalization. 

 1. My Dentist, Dr. Meyer, lives at 233 west street. 

         

 2. What’s the temperature in Bismarck, north Dakota, in january? 

         

 3. My aunt Belle won the New York lottery and quit her job. 

         

 4. Did your Father teach you the song “red river valley”? 

         

 5. On tuesday I went to the Park with my Dog, Simon. 
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 “A Young Tinkerer Builds a Windmill, 

Electrifying a Nation”  by Sarah Childress 

FIRST READ: Comprehension 

     1. HOW did Mr. Kamkwamba first learn to make windmills? 

a. He asked some foreigners visiting his village to help him make 
his windmills. 

b. He studied engineering at a local school and took a class in 
windmill design. 

c. He figured it out himself after seeing a picture of a windmill in 
a textbook. 

d. He watched and then copied another villager who made 
windmills. 

     2. WHAT is the main problem that Mr. Kamkwamba is trying to solve? 

a. his family’s expensive electricity bills 

b. the lack of access to electricity in his country 

c. the poorly constructed windmills in his village 

d. the pollution caused by electrical plants in Malawi 

     3. WHY do people visit the Kamkwamba family compound? Choose  

two options. 

a. They can stay at the compound and help make windmills. 

b. They can pay for a tour of the house and its windmills. 

c. They can use the electricity to charge their phones. 

d. They can see the windmills they are curious about. 

e. They can borrow money from Mr. Kamkwamba. 
 

     4. HOW did Mr. Kamkwamba’s family react when he first decided to build a windmill? 

a. They laughed and thought that he was wasting his time. 

b. They were surprised but excited about getting electricity. 

c. They were proud and told all the villagers about his plans. 

d. They were unsure about its purpose but applauded his effort. 
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     5. WHAT has caused tension in Mr. Kamkwamba’s village? 

a. Other villagers think that Mr. Kamkwamba should focus on 
building windmills for them. 

b. Other villagers observe the family’s success and want the same 
for themselves. 

c. Other villagers feel that the family is greedy and should share 
their wealth. 

d. Other villagers are angry because all the visitors are disturbing 
them. 

 

FIRST READ: Concept Vocabulary 

     6. Which of the following examples best illustrates the meaning of scarcity? 

a. a restaurant that serves a delicious new dish 

b. a store that has beautiful jewelry in its windows 

c. a city that puts limits on water use during a drought 

d. a country that sends athletes to the summer Olympics   
 

     7. What is the most likely meaning of desire in the following sentence? 

The young actors desire a lead role in the new play, but they would also be 
happy with a small role. 

a. to want or wish for  

b. to feel or express 

c. to regard as true 

d. to reach a goal  

     8. What is the meaning of attempts in this sentence? 

Dad made several attempts to fix the leak, but the dripping continued. 

a. prices paid for something 

b. comments made to someone 

c. acts of trying to do something 

d. ideas about what someone should do 

 


