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ZONING ORDINANCE 
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP,MICIDGAN 

Ord. No.6 eff. Dec. 23,1972 

An Ordinance to establish zoning district and regulations in the Township of 
Whitewater, County of Grand Traverse and State of:;~lJchigan, in accordance 
with the provisions of Act 184 of the Public Acts pf~~43, as amended, and Act 
231 of the Public Acts of 1970, as amended (N~1;uralRiver Act); and to define 
certain terms used herein; to provide for regulations g~~erning nonconforming 
uses and structures; to establish a Board, of.A{ipeals ari'adefine its duties and 
powers; to provide for the administra:tioJI';;and enforc~tn~nt; to provide for 
amendments; and to provide penalties r(}i.the violation of thiSQrdinance. 
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(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 



Section 2.10 Purposes 

ARTICLE II 
INTERPRETATION 

(Effective July 28, 2017) 

The fundamental purpose of this Ordinance is to promote the health, safety, and general welfare 
of the inhabitants of the Township by: 

1. Promoting the orderly development of the Township. 

2. Encouraging the use oflands and resources of the Township in accordance with their 
character and adaptability. 

3. Securing safety from fire and other dangers and providing for safety in traffic, adequacy of 
parking and reduction in hazards to life and property. 

4. Facilitating the development of adequate systems of fire protection, education, recreation, 
water supplies and sanitary facilities. 

5. Conserving the use of public funds for public improvement and services to conform with the 
most advantageous use oflands, properties and resources of the Township. 

6. Protecting fish and wildlife resources, water quality, scenic and aesthetic qualities, historical 
and recreational values. 

7. Preventing flood damages due to interference with natural drainage characteristics of rivers 
and streams. 

8. Promoting the economic progress of the Township and protecting and enhancing the property 
values thereof. 

Section 2.11 Scope 
It is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul, or in any way impair or interfere 
with existing provisions of law or ordinance, except as hereinafter specifically repealed, or with 
any rules, regulations or permits previously adopted or issued or which shall be adopted or issued 
pursuant to law, relating to the use of buildings or premises, or with any private restrictions 
placed upon property by covenant or deed; provided, however, that where this Ordinance 
imposes a greater restriction upon the use of buildings or premises than are imposed or required 
by such existing provisions of law or ordinance or by such rules, regulations or permits or by 
such private restrictions, the provisions of this Ordinance shall control. 



Section 2.12 Splitting Lots Within Recorded Subdivisions 
No lot, outlot or other parcel of land in a recorded plat shall be further partitioned or divided 
unless in conformity with the standard of the district in which it exists. The township may 
permit the partitioning of land into not more than four ( 4) parts. 

Section 2.13 Rules of Interpretation 
The following rules are intended to clarify the intent of the standards within this Ordinance. The 
following shall apply, except when clearly indicated otherwise: 

1. Terms not defined shall be assumed to have the customary meaning assigned them. 

2. Any interpretation of this Ordinance shall be defined by the Whitewater Township Zoning 
Board of Appeals. 

3. The particular shall control the general. 

4. The word "shall" is always mandatory and never discretionary. The word "may" is 
permissive. 

5. The phrase "used for" includes "arranged for," "designed for," "intended for," "maintained 
for," and "occupied for." 

6. Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, where a regulation involves two (2) or more 
items, conditions, provisions or events, the terms "and," "or," "either ... or," such 
conjunction shall be interpreted as follows: 
A. "And" denotes that all the items, conditions, provisions or events apply in combination. 
B. "Or" indicates that the items, conditions, provisions or events may apply individually or 

in any combination. 

7. "Township" shall refer specifically to "Whitewater Township." 

8. The term "person" shall mean an individual, firm, corporation, association, partnership, 
limited liability company or other legal entity, or their agents. 



 
3.00         ARTICLE III 

DEFINITIONS 
 

(Definition of Accessory Building modified; Effective 11/27/2019) 
 
 
ACCESSORY BUILDING:  A supplemental building or structure located on the same lot as or 
a lot contiguous to the primary building or where a primary use is being established.   
 
ACCESSORY USE:  A use naturally incident to and subordinate to the main use of the land or 
building.  
 
AGRICULTURAL COOLING PAD:  The area and its related equipment where crops, 
cherries in particular, are collected, temporarily stored, and rinsed with water to lower the 
temperature and prepare the crop for transport and processing. 
 
AGRICULTURAL PREMISES:  A premises used or occupied for the cultivation of field crops, 
truck crops, nurseries, orchards, greenhouses, woodlots, pastures, husbandry of livestock, poultry or 
small animals, or any activities of a similar nature.  
 
AGRICULTURAL STAGING AREA:  An area where trucks, transport equipment, harvesting 
coordination, and assembly and loading of agricultural products takes place related to the logistics 
of harvesting and transporting agricultural crops.  
 
BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENT:  A private residential dwelling in which the 
owner provides overnight accommodations and breakfast to transient guests for compensation.   
 
BILLBOARD:  A sign structure generally available for lease or rent, although sometimes owned 
by the user, intended to support an off-premises business.  Commercial Outdoor Advertising and 
Outdoor Advertising are other terms commonly applied to larger billboards.        
 
BUILDING:  A structure having a roof supported by columns or walls for the shelter, support, 
or enclosure of persons, animals, or property.  
 
BUILDING HEIGHT:  The building height is the vertical distance measured from the finished 
grade level to the highest point of the roof surface if a flat roof; to the deck of mansard roofs; and to 
the average height level between eaves and ridges of gable, hip and gambrel roofs.  Where the 
building may be situated on sloping terrain, this height shall be measured from the highest finished 
grade at the building wall. 
 
BUFFER STRIP:  A strip of land reserved or used for plant material, berms, walls, or fencing to 
serve as a visual and/or sound barrier between properties, often required between properties in 
different zoning districts.  
 



CABIN:  A simple housing structure providing temporary accommodation for recreational 
purposes. 
 
CAMPGROUND, COMMERCIAL:  A campground owned and operated expressly for the 
purpose of renting space in the campground on a transient basis for profit to the general public.  
A campground owned and operated by a non-profit organization for the exclusive temporary use 
and enjoyment of its members shall also be considered a commercial campground.   
 
CAMPGROUND, PRIVATE FAMILY:  Parcels of land owned and operated exclusively for 
the temporary use and enjoyment of those sharing in the ownership of the parcel, their invited 
guests and not for remuneration.   
 
CONDOMINIUM UNIT:  That portion of a condominium project or site condominium 
subdivision which is designed and intended for separate ownership and use, as described in the 
master deed, regardless of whether it is intended for residential, office, industrial, business, 
recreational, use as a time-share unit, or any other type of use.  The owner of a "condominium unit" 
also owns a share of the common elements.  The term "condominium unit" shall be equivalent to the 
term "lot" for purposes of determining compliance of a site condominium subdivision with 
provisions of this Ordinance pertaining to minimum lot size, minimum lot width, maximum lot 
coverage, and maximum floor area ratio. 
 
CONDOMINIUM PROJECT:  A plan or project consisting of not less than two (2) condominium 
units if established and approved in conformance with the Condominium Act (Public Act 59 of 
1978). 
 
COMMERCIAL PREMISES:  A premises used or occupied for transportation, retail sales or 
service businesses, wholesale sales facilities, apartments, hotels, motels, or commercial recreation.   
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT:  An assessment of the developmental, ecological, 
social, economic and physical impacts of a project on the natural environment and the physical 
improvements on and surrounding the development site.  Information required for compliance 
with other ordinances shall not be required to be duplicated in the Community Impact Statement.  
 
CORRIDOR OVERLAY PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (COPUD):  A corridor 
overlay zone which employs the methods and techniques of a planned unit development.  
 
CUL-DE-SAC:  A circular vehicular turn-around at the end of a private road or easement.  
 
DEED RESTRICTION:  A restriction on a property that is recorded as part of a deed with the 
County Register of Deeds.  A deed restriction is binding on subsequent owners and enforced by 
the parties to the agreement.    
 
DOMESTIC PETS:  Dogs, cats, and other animals customarily housed within a dwelling. 
 
DWELLING:  Any building or structure or portion thereof legally occupied as the home, 
residence, or sleeping place of one or more persons. 



 
 MULTIPLE FAMILY DWELLING:  A building, structure, or portion thereof used or 

designed as a residence for three (3) or more families living independently of each other and 
independently doing their own cooking in said building.  This definition includes three-
family houses, four-family houses and apartments, but does not include trailer camps or 
mobile home parks. 

 
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING:  A building, structure, or portion thereof containing not 
more than one dwelling unit designed for residential use and attached to a permanent 
foundation except where hereinafter exempt. 
 
TEMPORARY DWELLING:  A building, structure, or portion thereof that is intended to 
be used on a temporary basis, has some of the facilities of a conventional dwelling, and is 
used in conjunction with the construction of a permanent residence.   
 

 TWO FAMILY DWELLING:  A building, structure, or portion thereof designed for or 
occupied exclusively by two families living independently of each other and attached to a 
permanent foundation except where hereinafter exempt.  

 
EASEMENT:  A grant of one or more of the property rights by a property owner to and/or for use 
by the public, or another person or entity.  
 
EQUIPMENT:  Tangible property, excluding land, buildings, and vehicles, which is used in 
the operations of a business or completion of a task.  
 
EXISTING BUILDING:  A building existing or for which the foundations are in place or upon 
which there has been substantial work done prior to the effective date of this Ordinance or any 
amendment thereto. 
 
EXISTING USE:  A use of premises or buildings or structures actually in operation, openly, 
visibly and notoriously, prior to the effective date of this Ordinance or any amendment thereto. 
 
FENCE:  A fence is a structure usually constructed from posts that are connected by boards, 
wire, rails or netting enclosing an area of ground to mark a boundary, control access, prevent 
escape, or provide a decorative feature.  
 
FENCE, RESIDENTIAL STANDARDS: 

1. Fences shall have the finished side facing outward away from the property in which it is 
located. 

2. No fence shall be erected within the 50-foot setback of any lakes, rivers, streams. 
3. Fences shall not exceed a height of 6 feet. 
4. Prohibited fences include barbed wire, electric charges, or fences with sharp materials 

located on top. 
 
FOOTPRINT:  The area of land occupied by the foundation of a building and does not include 
appurtenances like decks unless they are on a permanent foundation. 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/tangible.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/property.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/operations.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/business.html


 
GREENBELT:  An area of grass, trees and other natural vegetation between a structure or parking 
area and a public thoroughfare. 
 
HAMMERHEAD TURNAROUND:  A T-shaped vehicular turnaround at the end of a road or 
easement. 
 
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND POLLUTING MATERIALS:  Hazardous substances and 
polluting materials shall mean hazardous chemicals as defined by the Michigan Department of 
Public Health and the Michigan Department of Labor; flammable and combustible liquids as 
defined by the Michigan State Police Fire Marshal Division; critical materials, polluting materials 
and hazardous waste as defined by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources; hazardous 
substances as defined by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and hazardous materials as 
defined by the U.S. Department of Transportation.   
 
HIGHWAY:  Any public thoroughfare in Whitewater Township, including federal and state roads  
and highways. 
 
HOME OCCUPATIONS:  An occupation or business activity located within a residential  
dwelling or in an accessory building which is clearly subordinate to the principal residential use. 
 
IMPLEMENT:  A tool or an instrument used in doing work.   
    
INSTITUTIONAL PREMISES:  Shall be interpreted to include such premises or portions thereof 
upon which is situated a public utility or other publicly owned, operated, or administered facility, 
any public, private or commercial vocational school, a cultural facility, including a museum, library 
or auditorium, or a religious or charitable facility.   
 
LAND DIVISION:  Creation of a new lot or parcel. 
 
LOT:  A parcel of land separated from other parcels of land by description on a recorded plat or by 
metes-and-bounds description which meets the requirements of this Ordinance, a condominium unit 
in a site condominium which meets the requirements of this Ordinance, a common area or element 
in a condominium project, a condominium unit. 
 

CORNER LOT:  Any lot having at least two (2) contiguous sides abutting upon one or 
more streets, provided that the interior angle at the intersection of such two sides is less than 
one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees.  A lot abutting a curved street(s) shall be a corner lot 
if the arc has a radius less than one hundred and fifty (150) feet.  Corner lots, for the 
purpose of setbacks, shall have two front lot lines and two side lot lines.  
 
INTERIOR LOT:  A lot which has only one lot line or portion thereof fronting on a street. 
 
LOT DEPTH:  The average horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines, 
measured along the average midpoint between side lot lines.   

 



 LOT FRONTAGE:  The length of the front lot line. 
 

LOT OF RECORD:  A tract of land which is part of a subdivision shown on a plat or map 
which has been recorded in the Office of the Register of Deeds for Grand Traverse County, 
Michigan; or a tract of land described by metes-and-bounds which is the subject of a deed or 
land contract which is likewise recorded in the Office of the Register of Deeds. 
 
LOT WIDTH:  The average horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured 
perpendicular to the average depth, especially on irregularly shaped lots. 
 
NONCONFORMING LOT:  A lot of record which does not meet the requirements of this 
Ordinance. 
 
THROUGH LOT (also called a double frontage lot):  An interior lot having frontage on 
two (2) more or less parallel streets. 

 
LOT LINES:  The property lines bounding a lot or parcel. 
 
 FRONT LOT LINE:  The line separating a lot from any street right-of-way, private road 

or other access easement.  In the case of a waterfront lot, the line which fronts on a 
navigable waterway shall be a front lot line.  Corner lots, for the purpose of setbacks, 
shall have two front lot lines and two side lot lines.  
 
REAR LOT LINE:  The line opposite and most distant from the front lot line.  In the case 
of a triangular or otherwise irregularly shaped lot or parcel, an imaginary line ten (10) feet in 
length entirely within the lot or parcel, parallel to and at a maximum distance from the front 
line.   
 

 SIDE LOT LINE:  Any lot line other than a front or rear lot line. 
 

ZERO LOT LINE:  The location of a building on a lot in such a manner that one or more 
of the building's sides rest directly on or adjacent to a lot line. 

 
MANAGED VEGETATIVE STRIP:  A natural vegetative area extending along both sides of  
rivers, streams or watercourses, containing native trees, shrubs and other vegetation and natural 
materials.  The purpose of the managed vegetative strip is to stabilize the river banks, prevent 
erosion, absorb nutrients in water runoff from adjacent lands, provide shading for the stream to 
maintain cool water temperatures, and screening of adjacent man-made structures. 
 
MANUFACTURED HOME:  A dwelling unit constructed primarily within a factory in 
modules or components, which are then transported to a site where they are assembled on a 
permanent foundation to form a dwelling, and meet all codes and regulations applicable to 
conventional home construction.  
 



MASTER DEED:  The document recorded as part of a site condominium subdivision to which are 
attached as exhibits, and incorporated by reference, the approved bylaws for the site condominium 
subdivision and the site condominium subdivision plan. 
 
MOBILE HOME:  A structure, with a title issued by the State of Michigan, that is approved by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and can be moved in one (1) 
or more sections, which is built on a chassis and designed as a dwelling with or without 
permanent foundation, when connected to the required utilities, and includes the plumbing, 
heating, and electrical systems.  "Mobile home" does not include a recreational vehicle or 
recreational trailer but shall include HUD housing. 
 
MOBILE HOME CONDOMINIUM PROJECT:  A condominium project in which mobile 
homes are located upon separate sites which constitute individual condominium units. 
 
MOBILE HOME PARK, TRAILER COACH PARK, OR PARK:  Any parcel or tract of 
land under the control of any person, upon which three (3) or more occupied trailer coaches are 
harbored on a continual basis, or which is offered to the public for that purpose, regardless of 
whether a charge is made therefor, together with any building, structure, enclosure, street, 
equipment or facility used or intended for use incident to the harboring or occupancy of trailer 
coaches; except as provided by Section 91, Public Act 172 of 1970. 
 
MOBILE HOME SUBDIVISION:  A subdivision approved under the Land Division Act 
(Public Act 288 of 1967), as amended, which by deed restriction has been designated solely for 
occupancy by mobile homes, HUD, or similar housing. 
 
MODULAR HOUSING UNIT:  See Manufactured Home. 
 
NATURAL FEATURES:  Natural features shall include soils, wetlands, floodplain, water 
bodies, sand dunes, topography, vegetative cover and geologic formations.  
 
NONCONFORMING USE:  A use which lawfully occupied a structure or site prior to the 
effective date of this Ordinance or any amendment thereto, and which does not conform with the 
current use regulations of the district in which it is located. 
 
NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE:  A structure lawfully existing prior to the effective date 
of this Ordinance or any amendment thereto which does not meet the current zoning ordinance 
standards for building size or location on a lot for its use and district.  
 
NUISANCE:  An offensive, annoying, unpleasant, or obnoxious thing or practice, especially 
when constant or repetitive.  A condition which is perceivable and extends its effect upon 
neighbors across property lines by the generation of excessive noise, odors, trash, abnormal 
traffic, congregation of people (particularly at night), or other similar conditions. 
 
ORDINARY HIGH WATER MARK:  The point on the bank or shore up to which the presence 
and action of the water is so continuous as to leave a distinct mark either by erosion, destruction of 
terrestrial vegetation, or other easily recognized characteristic.  



 
OUTDOOR DISPLAY AREA:  A designated outdoor area used for the display of merchandise 
visible to the public. 
 
OUTDOOR INVENTORY AREA:  A designated outdoor area designed to allow for storage of 
excess inventory in a manner not visible to the public. 
 
PARCEL:  A lot described by metes and bounds or described in a recorded plat. 
 
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD):  A piece of property developed as a separate 
neighborhood or community unit.  This form of development is based on an approved site plan 
and allows flexibility of design not available under normal zoning district requirements.  The 
plan may contain a mixture of housing types, open spaces, and other various land uses. 
 
PLAT:  A map of a subdivision of land. 
 
PLOT PLAN:  The documents and drawings normally consisting of a drawing of the subject lot or 
parcel of land together with an outline drawing of the proposed structure(s) or modification(s), 
including all porches, extensions and roof overhangs, showing the principal dimensions of the 
structure(s) and all setback distances measured perpendicular to all lot lines.  The documents and 
drawings shall bear the name, address and telephone number of the landowner and applicant, and 
the date of the application. 
 
PREMISES:  A unit of contiguous real property under common ownership.   
 
PRIMARY or PRINCIPAL BUILDING:  A building which houses the main or principal use 
of the lot on which it is located.  All other buildings are accessory structures. 
 
PRIMARY OR PRINCIPAL USE:  The main use to which the lot or premises are devoted.  
For example, the main use of a single-family home is residential, and the main use of a retail 
store is commercial.  
 
RECREATIONAL PREMISES:  A premises used or occupied for recreational purposes, 
including parks, play areas, indoor or outdoor swimming pools, bathing beaches, boating and 
fishing areas, winter recreational areas, nature study areas, community halls and fairgrounds.   
 
RECREATIONAL UNIT:  A vehicular structure, primarily designed as temporary living quarters 
for recreational camping or travel use, which either has its own motive power or is mounted on or 
drawn by another vehicle which is self-powered.  Recreational units shall include travel trailers, 
camping trailers, motor homes, truck campers, slide-in campers and chassis-mounted dwellings. 
 
SIGN:  Any words, lettering, figures, numerals, phrases, sentences, emblems, devices, designs, 
trademarks, or combination thereof, by which anything is made known, such as the designation 
of an event, a firm, a profession, a business or product, which are visible from any street or road 
and used as an outdoor display.  
 



SIGN STRUCTURE:  A permanent physical structure on a fixed footing, foundation, column or 
base designed or used for the support and/or illumination of a sign.   
                              
SITE CONDOMINIUM SUBDIVISION:  A division of land on the basis of condominium 
ownership, which is not subject to the provisions of the Subdivision Control Act, Public Act 288 of 
1967, as amended, but is subject to the requirements of the Condominium Act, Public Act 59 of 
1978, as amended.  
 
SITE CONDOMINIUM SUBDIVISION PLAN:  The drawings attached to the master deed for a 
site condominium subdivision which describes the size, location, area, horizontal and vertical 
boundaries and volume of each condominium unit contained in the site condominium subdivision, 
as well as the nature, location and size of common elements. 
 
SITE PLAN:  A plan drawn to scale showing proposed uses and structures for a parcel 
of land, including any details necessary to illustrate the final proposed use.  A site plan may 
include elements such as the location of lot lines, the location of buildings, open spaces, parking, 
landscaping, and utility lines.  
 
SPECIAL USES:  Special uses are those uses which are not essentially incompatible with the 
uses permitted in a zoning district but require individual review and standards to avoid conflict 
with adjacent uses of land.   
 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT:  A permit issued by the Planning Commission following a public 
hearing which allows a specific activity in and on a property with additional specified 
requirements or provisions. 
 
STRUCTURE:  A structure is any production or piece of material artificially built up or 
composed of parts joined together in some definite manner; any construction, including 
dwellings, garages, building, mobile homes, signs and sign boards, tower, poles, antennae, stand 
pipes or other like objects, but not including fences. 
 
VARIANCE:  A variance is a modification of the literal provisions of the Zoning Ordinance 
granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals under qualifying circumstances.   
 
VEHICLE:  A device or structure for transporting persons or things; a conveyance. 
 
YARD:  The space surrounding a structure. 
 

FRONT YARD:  The space extending across the full width of the lot between the front of 
the principal building and the front lot line.  

 
 REAR YARD:  The space extending across the full width of the lot between the back of the 
 principal building and the rear lot line.  
 
 SIDE YARD:  The space between a principal building and side lot line, extending from the 
  front yard to the rear yard.  



 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR (ZA):  The officer and/or his duly appointed deputies, agents, 
employees and inspectors charged with the administration and enforcement of this Ordinance.  
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ARTICLE IV 
ACCESSORY AND NONCONFORMING USES 

AND BillLDINGS 

4.10 ACCESSORY BillLDINGS AND USES. 
Nothing contained herein shall be deemed to prevent the erection or maintenance of accessory 
buildings and uses excepting limitations pertaining to nonconforming uses. 

;</'>~. 
"'.;y/·i~?'i.}:,., 

~:~he ~~~J~~ ~!!~:~a~~~se of any build,ij{~t;r~cture, land or premises existing 
prior to the effective date of this Ordinance, although 14~?~~ do~s J?.Ot conform to the provisions of 

'"O,o'"' '2'''>'o),_ 

this Ordinance, may be continued; and such use o:f,@X building ni~x~be extended throughout said 
building, provided no structural changes be mSt9¢"'ffierein excepf'llios~ required for safety and 
sanitation. :::!Jtt"l;~/· ' l' 

r- ,~;. 

~ne~~~~n~:nf~~g use ofany struc~~id' , <f~;;.ghanged in w g:e>or in part to a 
conforming use, such use shall notcJhe~eafter be r~v <> to any nonconfonliing use. If the 
nonconforming use of any building, §trucriitt:~,or land i' ,,Js£Ontinued through vacancy, lack of 
operation or otherwise for a continuous'p~.:~[iod~b~:,twelve (f2)':~Rnths, then any future use of said 
building, stmcture or land ~hall confornf;\in its e~t!fety, to', t~€>provisions of this Ordinance; 
provided, however, that$-~I:l'§i:ll;d of Appeals,may, tti>&rr,?P12licailo4';within six (6) months of the 

<- _ -0 _ -' _,-___ -,--• •-'> , '.~: _,::'_ ,-"', ';... • _:- _.- ''" • - -o' ~-0- -- :- _, _ ; .' n•• .-: :::. >;. -~~~~ 

termination of said pe,riodipermit·tfi~ resumpti9nofsuch noricoJ,iforming use. 
,,_;}:~n.;:,, \;:;:1~:~,t~l -,:;(-~~=i:t:~ -~:-=:~;~-;J-- --L =~--> ·~+*;~~t~J 

4.13 RECONSTRUCTION OF D~GED:NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE. 
Nothing in this"Qrdinance~fi~! p~,ey~.q.t)g~ reconstfu~tion, repair or restoration and the continued 
use of an,x n9'11con.foP11jng bu1lcjj:QgJ6i'sti1i~tlt!'e,~arria~~# by fire, collapse, explosion, acts of God or 
acts o~; tB-~?ipubllc'\ el\@i:tly, stib*e);ntent t~rtl{¥,f;?effect1ve date of this Ordinance, wherein the 
nonco~q~ng user haS fii~t,~btaffi~,~~t£e approval'bf the Board of Appeals, wherein the Board of 
Appeals h~~J:fR"st determined,1t,~t the 'CQ~!~ued use will be substantially the same as the previous 
nonconforming~:1:1se and that sij¢lf contrnti~Jl, use will not be detrimental to the health, safety and 
welfare of stll'id'tigqiJ?.g propertf1~~ers. v,v 

;·,, ,/.::':}-~,._. \i:·~~li\ 

4.14 REPAIRANI)'ALTERXJION OF NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES. 
Nothing in this Ordmahce. ,sli~lf71)fevent the repair, alteration, reinforcement improvement or 
rehabilitation of a noncon!orrrting building or stmcture or part thereof existing on the effective date 
of this Ordinance that may be necessary to secure or insure the continued advantageous use of the 
building or stmcture during its normal life: provided, however, that such repair, alteration, 
reinforcement, improvement or rehabilitation proposes no change in the use of said building or 
stmcture or any part thereof. 

4.15 EXTENSION OF NONCONFORMING USE OR STRUCTURE. 
The extension of any nonconforming use or addition to any nonconforming structure for the 
purpose of extending such nonconforming use or stmcture throughout all or a portion of a given lot 
or parcel of land may be granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals if it shall first be determined that 
such extension shall not be inimical to public health, safety or welfare, particularly with regard to 
surrounding property owners. 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 



5.00 

ARTICLE V DISTRICTS 

For the purposes of this Ordinance, the township of Whitewater is hereby divided into 
seven (7) districts, viz: 

5.10 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT R-1. 
This district shall comprise that portion of the Township described as follows: 

1. All that part of Sections 3, 4, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 1f>,i1);:~3, 26 and 27, Town 28 
North, Range 9 West, lying within 1000 feet qf;);~Lake. 

2. All that part of Section 23, Town 28 North~ •• g@g~'i'~'West, lying northerly of the 
East and West quarter line of said Secti9.!h •/;.~;/ · ·. ' 

3. All that part of Section 13, 24 and 25 .. J'~wrt 28 North, Raiigy 9 West, lying within 
1000 feet of Lake Skegemog (Roug4:~Ii/:lKe ). · i,:;Gt;;,. 

4. All that part of Section 24, Town 287MRrth, Range 9, West lytngnortherly of the 
East and West quarter line of said SeCtion\ . :~"·~ · "·> 

5. All that part of Sections 5.~~ 9 and 17, To~.~.~:I'Q'~rlh, Range 9 w~~t~lying 
within 1000 feet of Peto~_~g~:r-~~~~e. -:~~=~~,~~,~~:~,~f)/' 

6. All that part of Sections 11l~0,28; 4:t and 33}1::6\\'1128 North, Range 9 West, 
lying within 300 feet ofPeto~'e<;o Cree;~ •. , '••J:r·.·i.,,. 

7. All that part of~~2tions 27, 33~;~d 3("To~28 Noif''J: ange 9 West, lying 
within 300 fe~f()r·Williamsburg'{tt;eek. y•x ;: , 

---· -- " '-"-:r 'C/_?:.,. ---- ·~: ~~ __ ,_~' _:_-,~-:-, • -, 

8. All that p~rtofSectio!f§';26 and 35~·J()"Y!1};8 N()rl~/'R~ge 9 West, lying within 
3 00 feet of}3:ot1:le Creek:~·:\ .. ::~~/ . . . " 

9. All that part of~ections~fiown 27 North, Range 9 West, lying within 300 feet 
of Bottle Creek;V · ... :•;c '+; · ·· ··· 

lOfJ\U'tll~t~p~ of s~'etip~:.l( T~~'2ft:11qrtfi!:Range 9 West lying within 300 feet of 
•: ..• ~WilliamsburgCreek:· ; . ··,. "' ., 
TltAll that part of~~c1ion4J'o"\li{Il27 North, Range 9 West, lying within 300 feet of 

.· t~e·Itnnamed creek:f:}owing tnrpugh said Section 4. 
12. Alrihatpart ofSecti~p..4, ToWrt27 North, Range 9 West, lying within 300 feet of 

BisselC(;;~(3ek and Bi#~ll Pond. 
13. All thaFp·~ .. pfSectiq~~l and 12, Town 27 North, Range 9 West, lying within 

1000 feet ofTruax LAR~. 
14. All that part ():fSectid~s 31 and 32, Town 27 North, Range 9 West, lying within 

the Plats ofNickei·son Subdivision #1, Nickerson Subdivision #2, Island Lake 
Subdivision, Sherwood Shores Subdivision in said sections 31 and 32 including 
the 8 properties having the following property numbers: 28-13-032-007-00, 28-
13-032-008-00, 28-13-031-006-10, 28-13-031-006-02, 28-13-006-01, 28-13-031-
006-03' 28-13-031-006-04, 28-13-031-006-00. 

15 .. The North one-half of the Southeast one-quarter of Section 34, Town 28 North, 
Range 9 West and that part of the South half of the Southeast quarter, Section 34, 
town 28 North, Range 9 West, lying North of railroad right-of-way. 



5.11 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT R-2. 
This district shall comprise that portion of the Township described as follows: 

5.12 

1. The Southeast quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 4, Town 27 North, 
Range 9 West, except that portion described in the Residential Rl District. 

2. The East half of the Southwest quarter of Section 4, Town 27 North, Range 9 
West, except that portion described in Residential District R-1. 

3. The East half of Section 4, Town 27 North, Range 9 West, except that portion 
described in the Residential R1 District, and except that portion lying northerly 
of a line which is 575 feet southerly of and parallel to the centerline of State 
Highway M-72. ;;; ·., 

COMMERCIAL C-1 and VILLAGE V DISTgr(, 
~,~£:·:~-:--=,:·,:)TJ}.Jl :-~:'), 

A. The Commercial C- 1 district shall compq~6l'lffi[t po ''Qft'9,fthe Township described 

as follows: ,s~·;JP; . ' '~t~~~ .. 
1. The Northwest quarter ofSectio.. d the Northeast quane.tpf section 4, Town 

27 North, Range 9 West, lyin w~~n 575f~et of the'c~terline of State 
Highway M 72 between Vinton Ro~lLAAcl C M9t Broomhead

0

v·'n"' cl except that 
portion described in th~)r e.sidential Distnqt " 

' . :;t~;~f_~~~~~~=;~;:>~ '·':-::_~ _::=~,,-_, 
2. The Southwest quarter qfi:etlie:;;S,p1~t£east qu .···. ~ ;;:,~f Section 32, Town 28 North, 

Range 9 West, except the::t'[QrtH':'li'~{l:.qf the Noft11>]I,alf of the Southwest quarter 
·--:-~---':"" i>l.-''<>--:---_:·,_--~0-_ ·--:-~"''""·'~· 

of the Sol!tkt~§tauarter of~;e- ~ion 32;: 28 N{\17, Range 9 West (North of 
the Railroad11ght0fway). · ·. · A.tJ&/ 

,,..-· ·-, ----_-, __ -;~,_ ' 

3. The Nbrth palf of'tlrg\Northea~ -~g~ er of Sectiafi 5, Town 27 North, Range 9 
West. '-:·; ;.r ;; ir.1 '~·;f)'\ 

'•-~:': :')}~::::•< -·-----;> - ' --- :.:-=--. :-{/~.\;'•: _-".' -- --:~;:.~.:~:~:> -- v~'( ~ :_·::·-~~-
B. .r'·W~r;•:Y!llage,,V distiict~tShrui ··cqffiprise ili~t}portion of the Township described as 

v'.;;,:,:rollows:'·•"::r,1~,, ·· .. ··. ·t,,., '''>;~:".:3~.& · ·,y 
" u ,,::';-, - '-</ 

~.~, , :t~D;.,_ . 'r,;:,:'l'"' . ·-
:J~>.The South Y2'6f;~e Soutg\y~st Y4 of Section 33 Town 28 North, Range 9 West. 

~':\i{~-ih~}Jorth Y2 ~f;~~ No~;;~, of the North Yz of the Northwest Y4 of Section 4, 
Towrr~7 North, :Range 9 West (Parcel ofland North ofM-72, West of Elk Lake 
Road;0$:~:yth of Qla11vf-72 and East of Moore road) 

·'u~: ~~_;':----=>- ·:-~{YJ1~:~1}r-
5.13 INDUSTRIAL})lSTRICT N. 
This District Shall comprl§~ that portion of the Township described as follows: 

1. The North 1/2 of the Northwest quarter of Section 4, Town 27 North, Range 9 
West except that portion already described in the Commercial C-1 and Village V 
district. 

2. That part of the NW Y4 of Sec 4, T27N, R9W, more fully described as: 
Commencing at theW Y4 comer of said Sec 4; Thence N 0°10'33" E, along 
theW Sec line, 750' to the POB; then N 0°10'33" E, along said Sec line, 
571.50'; thence N 89°55'28" E, along theN 1/8line, 990'; thence S 0°10'33" 
W, 578.45'; thence N 89°40'22" W, 990'; to the POB. 



3. The North 1/2 of the Northwest quarter of Section 4, Town 27 North, Range 9 
West except that portion already described in the Commercial C-1 and Village V 
district. EXCEPT PART OF NW 1/4 COM N 1/4 COR TH S 784.14FT TO 
POB TH S 544.67 FT TH S 89 DEG 55'W 373 FT TH S 195 FT TH S 89 
DEG 55' W 194.63 FT TH N 923.31 FT TO SLY RIW HWY M-72 TH ELY 
ALG R/W & ARC OF CURVE TO LEFT 382.7 FT RAD EQUALS 43046.83 
FT LONG CHORD BEARSS 84 DEG 2' E 382.69 FT TH S 52 DEG 21' E 
234.37 FT TO POB. 

4. Whitewater Inn ';•f:'/ 
Part of the Southeast 114 of Section 32,~oy.fuship 28 North, Range 9 West, 
Whitewater Township, Grand TrC1Y~ts~'~C{)1J11ty, Michigan, more fully 
described as: Commencing at the, .. easf~ corhet .. Pf the said Section of 32, 
thence S02°01'18"E, 1738.34fe~t}'along the E~st.line of Said Section 32 
to the Southerly line of th~¢§to Railroad andth'e>floint of Beginning; 
thence continuing along sai~.East line S02°01' 18", 87~~~3 feet (recorded 
as S02°01'18" East 875.66 feeW:tq the Nprth right of~a~.i!ne of Old M-
72; thence S89°4~t·l.8"W, 332.14 f~et{r~~bfded as S89o4'3:.3Q"W,333.45 
feet) along said NQ'tflr :right of way~{~J:l~lice northwesterly a1'0ng a 30.00 
foot radius curve to:;the#ght a distand~J',qf 47.01 feet (recorded as 47.39 
feet); thence N00°02'?-Q".E•3dJ?1Jeet (re<ior9-~d as N00°13'30" E, 30.64) 
thenc~ 'N;Puherly along 1~242.0d'!6~.t.r,adius7G~,e to the right, a distance 
of §JS~~:ife~({t:.~corded ij~:? 1. 9p.'fe~t);;~~~!1cecN69o 42' 12"W, 66.23 feet; 
th~gqC:Southerfy··;;tlong a 3Q&\Q(}{oot raditiifcurve tot the left, a distance of 
86:9~'~f~et; then8e.·soooo2'20'fW: 29.61 feet;·thence Southwesterly along a 
30.od'f'89t.radiusicurve to therlght, a distance of 46.96 feet to said north 

"~T'rig}lt of'W~yJ1IJgOf;;QI~;l\:1-72;}thynce S89°43'18"W, 206.54 feet along 
· ···s~f<f.~Ng.rthrightofway1i~~;~fu.ih6'e N00°1l'31"W, 238.62 feet; thence 

S69642}~16W, 190.4;9 feet; th~iid'e S14°19'22"W, 349.86 feet (recorded as 
S14°18''3Q?')V, 3SO,fe~t) to the south line of said section 32; thence 

. S89°43'1Sj~)\}~,403.2:ff~et (recorded as S89°43'30"W, 403.12 feet) thence 
. N01 °23' 12"Wit!J002.84 feet (recorded as N01 °21 '46"W, 1003.21 feet) to 
s~id,,southerlJI'}jne of the C & 0 Railroad; thence N89°14'22"E, 753.04 
fe(£(re<.;ordefl::is N89°15'22"E, 753.48 feet) along said Southerly line of 
the C~ORailroad; thence Southeasterly along said Southerly line and a 
1610.5l'fo6t radius curve to the right, a distance of 585.54 feet (recoded 
as 585.00 feet) and a long chord of S80°20'42"E, 582.32 feet to the Point 
of Beginning 

5.18 Corridor Overlay Planned Unit Development COPUD. 

1. PT W 12, NW 114, NW 114, LYING N OF NEW M-72, SEC 3 T27N R9W EXC 
COM AT SW CNR SD PARCEL, E ALG M-72 100', N 200', E 50', N 300' 
MIL TORR R/W, W ALG SD RR RIW 150' MIL TOW SEC LINE OF SEC 
3; S ALG SEC LN 500' MIL TO POB EXC RD R/W & EXC RR R/W. 



2. W Y4 W Y2 ofNW Y4 ofNW Y4 S ofNew M-72 SEC 3 T27N R9W 

3. PT SE 114 SED 4 T27N R9W COM NE SEC CNR; S 684.76' TON M 72 
RJW; N84 DEG W ALG R/W 220.37' TO POB; N 84 DEG W 215'; N 325'; 
215.67' N 83 DEG E ALG RR R/W; S 363.95' TO POB EXC RD R/W. 

4. PART OF NW 1/4 COM N 1/4 COR TH S 784.14FT TO POB TH S 544.67 
FT TH S 89 DEG 55'W 373FT TH S 195FT TH S 89 DEG 55' W 194.63 FT 
TH N 923.31 FT TO SLY R/W HWY M-72 TH ELY ALG R/W & ARC OF 
CURVE TO LEFT 382.7 FT RAD EQUALS 4J046.83 FT LONG CHORD 
BEARSS 84 DEG 2' E 382.69 FT TH S 52 D.EGi1' E 234.37 FT TO POB. 

', );{'..-



6.00  

ARTICLE VI 

RESIDENTIAL R-1 

(Revised in its entirety; Effective 06/28/2019) 

6.01 INTENT. 

It is the intent of the Residential District R1 to provide a dedicated space for residential 
structures, specifically Single-Family Dwellings, and the structures and uses typically associated 
with a residential area. 

6.10 PERMITTED USES.  

The following uses are permitted by Right in the Residential District R-1:  

A. Single family dwellings.  

B. Publicly owned and operated parks and recreational facilities.  

C. The keeping of animals for home use and enjoyment subject to all applicable 
requirements of Article 37, Supplementary Provisions.  

D. Adult foster care facilities serving 6 or less individuals. 

E. Family day-care homes serving 6 or less individuals.  

F. Churches under 5,000 square feet in area.  

G. Home occupations subject to the requirements of Article 37, Supplementary 
Provisions.  

H. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the same.  

6.11 USES PERMITTED BY SPECIAL USE PERMIT.  

The following uses are permitted upon securing a Special Use Permit in accordance with the 
procedures of Article 25:  

A. Bed and Breakfast Establishments. 

B. Schools.  

C. The keeping, breeding or training of dogs for monetary gain or for profit, subject to all 
applicable requirements of Article 37, Supplementary provisions.  

D. Adult foster care facilities serving more than 6 individuals. 

E. Family day-care homes serving more than 6 individuals. 

F. Group day-care homes serving more than 6 individuals.   



G. Churches 5,000 square feet or greater in area. 

H. Planned Unit Developments.  

6.12 BUILDING SIZES, LOT SIZES AND YARD REQUIREMENTS. 

All structures, lots and setbacks shall comply with the regulations established in Article 12 of 
this Ordinance.  

6.13 SUPPLEMENTARY STANDARDS. 
 

A. Churches and related buildings or structures customarily incidental thereto shall meet the 
following standards: 

  
1. Churches within under 5,000 square feet shall be allowed as a permitted 

use with site plan review.  
 

2. Any churches over 5,000 square feet shall require a special use permit per 
Article 25. 

 
3. Any playground equipment or accessory structures requiring a building 

permit shall meet the setback requirements for the district.  
 



7.00  

ARTICLE VII 

(Revised in its entirety; Effective 01/04/2020) 

MULTIPLE RESIDENTIAL R-2 & R-3 

RESIDENTIAL R-2 

7.01 INTENT. 

It is the intent of the Residential District R2 to provide a dedicated space for residential 
structures, specifically, single and two-family dwellings, and accessory structures incidental 
thereto. 

7.10 PERMITTED USES. 

The following uses are permitted by right in the R-2 District: 

A. All uses permitted by right in the Residential District R-1. 

B. Two family dwellings. 

C. Schools. 

D. Farming of all types, subject to the requirements of Article 37, Supplementary 
Provisions. 

E. Libraries. 

7.11 USES PERMITTED BY SPECIAL USE PERMIT. 

The following uses are permitted upon securing a Special Use Permit in accordance with the 
procedures of Article 25: 

A. All special uses permitted and as regulated in the Residential District R-1. 

B. Planned Unit Developments.  

C. Residential Care Facilities, Convalescent or Nursing Homes.  

7.12 BUILDING SIZES, LOT SIZES AND YARD REQUIREMENTS. 

All structures, lots and setbacks shall comply with the regulations established in Article 12 of 
this Ordinance. 

7.13 SUPPLEMENTARY STANDARDS – Reserved for Future Use. 

 

 

 



7.50 RESIDENTIAL R-3. 

7.51 INTENT. 

It is the intent of the Residential District R3 to provide a dedicated space for residential 
structures, specifically multi-family dwellings, townhouse, apartments, and other compatible 
uses. 

7.60 PERMITTED USES. 

The following uses are permitted by right in the R-3 District: 

A. All uses permitted by right in Residential District R-2. 

7.61 SPECIAL USES. 

The following uses are permitted upon securing a Special Use Permit in accordance with the 
procedures of Article 25: 

A. All special uses permitted and as regulated in the Residential District R-2. 

B. Multi-family dwelling such as townhouses and apartments. 

7.62 BUILDING SIZES, LOT SIZES AND YARD REQUIREMENTS. 

All structures, lots and setbacks shall comply with the regulations established in Article 12 of 
this Ordinance. 

7.63 SUPPLEMENTARY STANDARDS – Reserved for Future Use.  

 



ARTICLE VIII 
COMMERCIAL C and VILLAGE V 

(Effective September 15, 2017) 

8.00 COMMERCIAL DISTRICT C 

8.01 INTENT 
The purpose of the Commercial C District is to provide a location for a diversity of small and 
moderate scale business types and is situated along a regional arterial roadway, M-72, to serve 
local passers-by traffic and local needs. 

8.02 GENERAL STANDARDS 
The following standards will apply to all structures and uses within the Commercial C District as 
appropriate. 

A. All uses permitted within this zoning district shall conform to the entirety of this ordinance 
except those land uses which predate the effective date of this ordinance or any portion 
thereof, or its subsequent amendments. 

B. All applications for new or expanding uses will be reviewed by the Zoning Administrator for 
compliance with the required components of this Ordinance. Formal Site Plan Review may 
be conducted by the Planning Commission at the request of the Zoning Administrator or 
applicant. All reviews shall be conducted in accordance with Article 25. 

C. All applications for Special Uses shall be reviewed by the Zoning Administrator and 
Planning Commission for compliance with all relevant ordinances prior to the public hearing. 
All reviews shall be conducted in accordance with Article 25. 

D. LANDSCAPING: All new or expanding uses shall comply with the landscaping 
requirements of Article 3 3. 

E. LIGHTING: All new or expanding uses shall comply with the lighting requirements of 
Article 29. 

F. SIGNS: All new signs shall conform to the standards of Article 30. 
G. OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING: All new or expanding uses shall comply with 

the requirements of Article 34. 
H. USES which include the following shall require a special use permit: any use in a building that 

exceeds 10,000 square feet, any use that includes drive-through services, any use offering live 
entertainment or alcoholic beverages. 

8.10 PERMITTED USES 
Permitted uses include the following: 

A. All uses permitted in Residential District Rl, R2. 
B. Restaurants, bakeries, coffee shops, and diners. 
C. Office buildings and uses such as: accountants, legal services, medical, dental, and physical 

therapy offices. 
D. Financial institutions. 



E. Retail stores and shops; food, drug, variety, dry goods, clothing, music, hardware, equipment, 
and other similar light retail uses. 

F. Equipment, tool, and event rental establishments. 
G. Personal service establishments which perform services on the premises such as: barber and 

beauty shops, shoe repairs, business services, printing, publishing, and related trades. 
H. Places of public assembly, religious, civic, and social facilities not operated for profit and 

facilities customarily incidental thereto. 
I. Licensed daycare facilities. 
J. Assisted living, extended care, and licensed group homes facilities. 
K. Essential service, including public utility buildings with outside storage. 

8.11 USES PERMITTED BY SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
The following additional uses may be permitted subject to review and approval of the Planning 
Commission in accordance with procedures of Article 25. Any use including the following shall 
require a Special Use Permit: 

A. Any permitted use located in a building that exceeds 10,000 square feet, includes drive-through 
services, offers live entertainment or serves alcoholic beverages. 

B. Retail sales and/or rental of automobiles, watercraft, farming equipment, or recreational 
equipment including servicing, repair, and/or storing vehicles. 

C. Fuel and oil service stations. 
D. Hotels and motels. 
E. Dwelling units which are part of a commercial unit, such as second story "flats" or apartment 

units. 
F. Multi-family dwellings. 
G. Laundry and dry cleaning establishments. 
H. Indoor and outdoor recreational facilities (e.g. miniature golf or athletic clubs). 
I. Production, processing, assembly, manufacturing or packaging of goods or materials. Such 

facilities may include testing, repair, storage, distribution, and sale of such products. 
J. Schools licensed or chartered by the State of Michigan and private educational institutions. 
K. Funeral homes. 
L. Veterinary clinics, veterinary hospitals, and related kennel facilities. 
M. Carpentry, plumbing, contracting, and other skilled trades. 
N. Rental storage building, with the following conditions included in the rental contracts and 

posted on the premises: Excluding storage of flammable liquids or gases, explosives or toxic 
materials. 

0. Places of public assembly, event venues, and social facilities operated for profit. 
P. Sexually oriented businesses. 
Q. Billboards subject to the standards of Article 9.13. 
R. Any other use of a retail commercial nature designed primarily to serve the residents of the area 

and the traveling public. 

8.12 BUILDING SIZES, LOT SIZES AND YARD REQUIREMENTS: 
All structures, lots and structure setbacks from property lines shall comply with the regulations 
established in Article XII of this Ordinance. 



8.13 SUPPLEMENTARY STANDARDS: Reserved for future use. 

8.50 VILLAGE DISTRICT V 

8.51 INTENT 
The purpose of the Village District is to maintain and enhance the traditional character of the 
village of Williamsburg, while allowing it to develop in a manner that follows the historic pattern 
of rural villages in the Grand Traverse Region. 

8.52 GENERAL STANDARDS 
The following standards apply to all properties in the Village District V: 

A. All uses permitted within this zoning district shall conform to the entirety of this ordinance 
except those land uses which predate the effective date of this ordinance or any portion 
thereof, or its subsequent amendments. 

B. All applications for new or expanding uses will be reviewed by the Zoning Administrator for 
compliance with the required components of this Ordinance. Formal Site Plan Review may 
be conducted by the Planning Commission at the request of the Zoning Administrator or 
applicant. All reviews shall be conducted in accordance with Article 25. 

C. All applications for Special Uses shall be reviewed by the Zoning Administrator and 
Planning Commission for compliance with all relevant ordinances prior to the public hearing. 
All reviews shall be conducted in accordance with Article 25. 

D. No lot or structure in existence on the effective date of Section 8.62 (October 5, 1998) shall 
be deemed to be a non-conforming lot or structure because of non-compliance with this 
Section or with any of the requirements in Section 12.11. 

E. LANDSCAPING: All new or expanding uses shall comply with the landscaping standards 
of Article 33. 

F. LIGHTING: All new or expanding uses shall comply with the lighting standards of Article 
29. 

G. SIGNS: All new signs shall conform to the standards of Article 30. 
H. OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING: All new or expanding uses shall comply with 

the standards of Article 34 and 8.63A. 
I. USES which include the following shall require a special use permit: any use in a building 

which exceeds 5,000 square feet, any use which includes drive-through services, any use 
offering live entertainment or alcoholic beverages. 

8.60 PERMITTED USES 
Permitted uses shall include the following: 

A. All uses allowed in the R1, R2, R3, and C Districts in buildings not exceeding 5,000 square feet. 
B. Apartments and offices located above commercial uses in mixed-use buildings. 



8.61 SPECIAL USE 
Uses allowed by Special Use Permit shall include the following: 

A. PERMITTED USES allowed in the R1, R2, R3, and C districts in buildings that exceed 5,000 
square feet. 

B. Light manufacturing. 
C. All SPECIAL USES allowed in the R1, R2, R3, and C districts. 

8.62 BUILDING SIZES, LOT SIZES ANDY ARD REQUIREMENTS: 

A. All structures, lots and structure setbacks from property lines shall comply with the regulations 
established in Article XII ofthis Ordinance. 

B. Minimum lot dimensions shall be as follows: 
1. With common sewage disposal or water supply: minimum of 20,000 square feet lot 

area, 80 feet lot width. 
2. With common sewage disposal and water supply: minimum of8,000 square feet lot 

area, 50 feet lot width. 
3. Without common water supply or sewage disposal: 40,000 square feet lot area, 100 feet 

lot width. 
4. Minimum width to maximum depth ratio shall be 1:4. 

C. Minimum setbacks shall be as follows, except that they may be modified by the Planning 
Commission by site plan review. 

1. Side yard: 10 feet 
2. Rear yard: 15 feet 
3. Front Yard: There shall be no minimum front yard setbacks. New buildings shall be 

constructed so that their front facades are in one of the following locations: 
a. The same distance from the road as any adjacent principal building (on the same 

side of the road) within 100 feet, or 
b. The average distance from the road ofboth adjacent principal buildings (on the 

same side of the road) if within 100 feet, or 
c. If no principal buildings are within 100 feet on the same side of the road, the 

front setback shall be 15 or more feet from the front lot line or such other 
distance as the Planning Commission may approve by site plan review. 

8.63 SUPPLEMENTARY STANDARDS: 
The purpose of these design standards is to enable a variety of different uses to coexist 
harmoniously and allow compatible infill development while enhancing the historical fabric of 
the village. 

A. Parking and Loading 
1. The Planning Commission shall reduce the off-street parking and loading 

requirements of Article 34 if the applicant can demonstrate that full compliance is 
unnecessary because of characteristics of the proposed use, the availability of shared 
or public parking, or other circumstances. 

2. Rear parking lots shall be connected to adjoining parking lots and side streets or 
alleys. 



ARTICLE IX 
INDUSTRIAL N 

(Effective September 15, 2017) 

9.00 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT N 

9.01 INTENT 
It is the intent of the Industrial District to provide a dedicated location to accommodate the potential 
noise, outdoor storage, and increased commercial traffic common to wholesale sales and light 
manufacturing facilities. 

9.02 GENERALSTANDARDS 
The following standards apply to all structures and uses within the Industrial District N as 
appropriate. 

A. All uses permitted within this zoning district shall conform to the entirety of this ordinance 
except those land uses which predate the effective date of this ordinance or any portion 
thereof, or its subsequent amendments. 

B. All applications for new or expanding uses will be reviewed by the Zoning Administrator for 
compliance with the required components of this Ordinance. Formal Site Plan Review may 
be conducted by the Planning Commission at the request of the Zoning Administrator or 
applicant. All reviews shall be conducted in accordance with Article 25. 

C. All applications for Special Uses shall be reviewed by the Zoning Administrator and 
Planning Commission for compliance with all relevant ordinances prior to the Public 
Hearing. All reviews shall be conducted in accordance with Article 25.00. 

D. LANDSCAPING: All new or expanding uses shall comply with the landscaping 
requirements of Article 3 3. 

E. LIGHTING: All new or expanding uses shall comply with the lighting requirements of 
Article 29. 

F. SIGNS: All new signs shall conform to the standards of Article 30. 
G. OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING: All new or expanding uses shall comply with 

the requirements of Article 34. 
H. USES which include the following shall require a special use permit: any use that includes 

drive-through services, any use offering live entertainment or alcoholic beverages. 
I. All uses may be required to be contained in an approved enclosure. 

9.10 PERMITTED USES 
Permitted uses include the following: 

A. All uses permitted and as regulated within the Commercial, Village, and Residential 
Districts. 

B. Wholesale warehouses. 
C. Storage warehouses. 
D. Outside storage of earth moving and similar large equipment. 
E. Billboards, subject to the standards of Section 9.13. 



9.11 USES PERMITTED BY SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
The following additional uses may be permitted subject to review and approval of the Planning 
Commission in accordance with procedures of Article 25. 

A. Industry or business, the operation of which uses any product or by-product or other thing which 
may cause contamination to the water, air, or land of the area unless adequate provision is made 
for the disposition of such product, by-product or waste which meets the approval of the 
Planning Commission and shall not be offensive, objectionable, or in any way endanger public 
health, safety or welfare. 

B. Junk, scrap metal, or salvage yards. 
C. Stock yards, slaughterhouses, rendering plants, meat or pelt processing establishments. 
D. Establishments primarily engaged in heavy industry such as smelters, foundries, heavy 

industrial stamping operations. 
E. Any similar business or operation offensive or objectionable to public health, safety, or welfare. 
F. All special uses permitted within the Commercial, Village, and Residential Districts. 

9.12 BUILDING SIZES, LOT SIZES, AND YARD REQUIREMENTS 
All structures, lots and structure setbacks from property lines shall comply with the regulations 
established in Article XII of this Ordinance. 

9.13 SUPPLEMENTARYSTANDARDS 

A. Billboards subject to the following regulations: 
1. Size: The size of a single sign panel shall not exceed 12 feet in height and 24 feet in 

width. Billboards may be double-faced, configured back-to-hack, or V-shaped. 
Additional panels, faces or extensions of any size or shape located above, below or 
beside the permitted faces and panels shall not be permitted. Sign structures and the 
signs affixed to them shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height. The height of the sign 
including decorative embellishments shall be measured from the surface grade beneath 
the sign. 

2. Location: Billboards shall not be located closer than 600 feet from any existing 
billboard. Measurement shall be made along a straight line from the nearest existing 
billboard to the proposed new billboard location. This line of measurement may cross 
road rights-of-way. 
Billboards and off-premise signs and their sign structures shall be located not closer than 
one hundred (1 00) feet from any road right-of-way and not closer than two hundred 
(200) feet from any road rights-of-way which intersect or abut. 

3. Lighting: Billboards may be illuminated except during the hours between 11 :00 p.m. 
and 7:00 a.m. Eastern Standard Time. Illumination of billboards shall be from the top 
and directed downward. Fixtures shall have full cut-off shielding such that no light shall 
go above the horizontal regardless of type or wattage and also such that no light source 
shall be visible from any road right-of-way or any adjacent property. 
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ARTICLE X 
AGRICULTURAL A-1 

10.10 USES PERMITTED. 

No building or structure or any part thereof shall be erected, altered or used, or land or premises 
used, in whole or in part for other than one or more of the following specified uses, viz: 

A. All uses permitted and as regulated in Residential Distrlct R- 2, except that each dwelling 
or main building shall be located on a lot or parce,Jtof:Jand containing not less than forty 
thousand ( 40,000) square feet of area unbroken 1:>~' ' ublic road, street or thoroughfare 
and having a minimum width of two hundred oo.i~ ee . 'i 

C. Golf courses. 

D. Riding academies and 
enclosure or spacti~fot:"th~ ~-''"'-'-·".._ ..... ,.._~ 
hundred (1 OO)(e~ffrorii @ 
from any higll\.V'~ylight-of~;; 

'·:',£' ,-,-··; 

and ma.llitei:lance of migrant worker's 
met and provided :il.rifu.~r, that no enclosure or 

·~~""''"''- other aniril'Ms,;shall be located less ... .. ;·,:.x;., 
n1"n . ..i&rRr line, nor le's~i!ltan one hundred 

\~~~,'~> 

kennels, provided that no 
be located less than one 

than one hundred (100) feet 

E. Roadside stanclsfo:tthe· e:qf,fresh ~--·--·!'--processed fruits and vegetables, raw forest 
~;,,·-- ···->-;:.f'»-A -= =-~--=- =\~> _. _· ::~=::=t1a>:;·.<5,J<_::;·.t=->.?{~>' 

pro~t1cts}9U:t.flo:""ers, cW~:•potted''p "· grown or produced on said property, 
pr9yicled"tfi~~·rollg;-ying c~~~~ions ar . ' •• 
1, •. Shall not exceedt~enty7J:iy~ (25) sqmire feet in area. 
2: Shall have no ni6rethan '6ti.~tH) double-sided temporary sign, not to exceed 3 square 

fe~~m area. ·.·:·.·:% ·\·}~~··4· 
3. Shali.nPt be closer tli~ twelve (12) feet to any road right-of-way. 

!'it:*'' ~J¥\~ \ 

.t~:i'l 
····' .0-. ,,..,,.c ·! 

F. The Planning ~o~ssion may permit agricultural dumps when the same are in a land 
area of not less thantW;enty (20) acres and are located at least three hundred (300) from the 
nearest lot line and af least one hundred (1 00) feet from the nearest right-of-way line and 
provided that they are utilized only for junk or refuse of the owner and from farming 
activities and provided that the Planning Commission shall impose as one of the conditions 
of usage that no bulky items be deposited in said dump. 

G. Farm markets for the sale of locally grown fresh and/or processed farm produce, raw 
forest products, cut flowers, potted plants, and other agricultural products, provided the 
following conditions are met. 
1. Structure shall not exceed six hundred (600) square feet in area and shall be set back 

at least fifteen (15) feet from the road right-of-way. Or shall not exceed six hundred 
( 600) square feet of sales area in a larger structure that has additional space for 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 



10.11 

storage or similar farming operation use in that same structure and shall comply with 
setbacks ofthe Agricultural A-1 district. 

2. Shall be operated in conjunction with a farm operation. 
3. Shall be deemed to be an agricultural accessory use. 
4. A majority of the agricultural products offered for sale shall be grown on premises. 

Other agricultural products may be sold, but must be grown in Michigan. 
5. An area not to exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the total square footage of the 

structure may be devoted to non-farm products. 
6. Adequate entrance, exit, and off-street parking shallge provided. 
7 S. R t . t• f-:>L;~,~-~ ... . 1gn es nc Ions ",Z;k::,L§i 

a. One of the following shall be chosen for,.~~iEf>remise signs: 
(1) One (1) sign, double-sided,noti~~~~eding twenty-four (24) square 

feet in area, designating afarrli'ffiarl{etor farm, and two (2) double­
sided temporary sign~fll:ot to exceedtiNelve (12) square feet. 

(2) One (1) sign, dou~J t'"'d~d, not to exce~n)r: "rty-two (32) square feet. 
b. Five (5) off-premise tempo( igns directing traf 1 ard the farm market, 

each sign not exceeding twel <i 12) square,,~eet and no e than two signs 
visible on the same road by a g!v~ij;{a ~~ket. 

c. All signs shall bt:t·~~t ack at least~1fi""''· ~;]~t from the pub 1 · · ght-of-way. 
d. All temporary sigh§ ... ~removed'" end of the selling season (May 1 

to December 31). 'h .... •>;~~ •• ·t~h .. 
H. Private Family Campgrounds's, 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 
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ARTICLE XI 
RECREATIONAL RC-1 

11.10 USES PERMITTED. 

No building or structure or any part thereof shall be erected, altered or used, or land or premises 
used, in whole or in part for other than one or more of the followmgspecified uses, viz: 

A. All uses permitted and as regulated in Residential .R-2 except that each dwelling or main 
building shall be located on a lot or parcel or um(bf lan~:cpntaining not less than five (5) ;'-. ·":/ "'··-~- .·<>. 
acres of area unbroken by any public road,. ~ftyet or thorougp.fare and having a minimum 
width of three hundred (300) feet. .:;~t"/ < .·:, 

B. Bed and breakfast establishments proviam. tourist/vacation accdnhnodations. 
~l;; s::f;-, ..... < 

C. Private Family Campgrounti~cSubject to Arti(. II, Section 37.s'5;~~)Y 
D. Riding academies and stahl~§' v~t~ruarian h8§~itAls and kennels provided that no 
enclosure or space for the pernfijl~pt ·hoti~pg., of a.nli\i)#~,,shall be located less than one 
hundred (100) f~~tftmn.any adjoihlilg propertf~line nor'ie~§t,than one hundred (100) feet 
from any high ' 1'~14gJ:ifl();!i~ay. T;i;':'~': l'· : t'S;·;; ;, T{(Y 

E. State-owned'~c~~,frvati 

F .. JI§~2~eleptric ;~~t 
<{:/' ,:::~-~A<)-·-,-,~ --. :·- __ -~:--;; 

11.11 'Jif:)'~ermitted by SpeciafVse!Permit 
;_• ,- '>- - ---~~'- ,.--- ",'>._ 

A. Ptfuin~d Unit Dev~f~!unent~c· 
B. Coilltttercial CampgiStlp.ds Subjict to Article XXV, Section 25.21 D. 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 



ARTICLE XII 

BUILDING SIZES. LOT SIZES ANDY ARD REQUIREMENTS 

(Effective July 28, 2017) 

Section 12.10 Building Sizes, Lot Sizes and Yard Requirements Applicable to AlfDistricts 

A. Each dwelling or other main building hereafter erected in any district shall have a pennanent 
fotmdation and a minimum of seven htmdred (700) square feet of floor space, not including 
breezeways, porches and garages, unless specifically exempted elsewhere in this Ordinance. 

B. The floor area of a mobile home shall be that stated as the manufacturer's declared 
measurements. 

C. Campground cabins shall not exceed six hundred and fifty ( 650) square feet including 
covered porches. 

D. All structures, lots, and structure setbacks from property lines shall comply with the 
regulations established in Article XII of this Ordinance, unless specifically exempted 
elsewhere in this Ordinance. 

Section 12.11 Schedule of Regulations 

(see next page for table) 

NOTES: 
1. No structure shall be built within the minimum yards required except when expressly 

allowed elsewhere in this Ordinance. 
2. In no case shall a lot or parcel having frontage on the Boardman River or its tributaries be 

less than two hundred (200) feet wide at the water's edge or the building setback line, or be 
less than two hundred (200) feet deep. 

3. The water's edge shall be considered to be the ordinary high water mark. 
4. A dock may be constructed parallel to the bank, not exceeding ten (10) feet in length and not 

protruding in the stream, and when constructed of natural materials such as rocks or logs. 
5. Variance provisions for the width-to-depth ratio will be found in General Ordinance 26, Land 

Division Ordinance, Section VII D. 

Section 12.12 Hardship 

No requirements contained in this Article shall prevent the use of a lot or parcel of land of lesser 
size, provided the same was of legal record or had been laid out by a registered surveyor prior to 
the effective date of this Ordinance; and provided, further, that as to any lot or parcel ofland not 
of legal record or so laid out on the date of passage of this Ordinance, if any conditions shall 
create a hardship in complying with the restrictions contained in this Article, then the Planning 
Commission may grant deviation therefrom after first determining that the same shall not be 
inimical to the public health, safety or welfare. 



12.11 Schedule of Regulations 

Zones 

R-1 100' 

R-2 Single Family 100' 

R-2 Two Family 120' 

R-3 Single Family 100' 

R-3 Multi Family 120' 

A-1 200' 

RC-1 300' 

C-1 100' 

N 100' 

MHP 300' 

20,000 

12,000 

22,000 

12,000 
11,000 per 
dwelling 

40,000 

5 acres 

Effective 04/09/2017 

30' 

30' 

30' 

30' 

30' 

30' 

30' 

so• 

50' 

15' 

15' 

15' 

15' 

15' 
15' 

15' 

10' 

Total30%of 
width but not 
less than 15' 

30' 

30' 

30' 

30' 

30' 

30' 

30' 

30' 

17 acres Per Statute Per Statute Per Statute 

35'(*) 

35'(*) 

35'(*) 

35'(*) 

35'(*) 

35'(*) 

35'(*) 

35'(*) 40% 

35'(*) 

40% 

35'(*) 

SPECIAL SITUATIONS: (except for the specific requirement stated, the regulations for the underlying zone shall remain unchanged) 

Frontage on Boardman River and 
tributaries. See note 2 

Frontage on all other Lakes and 
Streams 

M~72 In A-1 Zone 

Supply Road 

Old M-72 in C~1 Zone 
Enclosures/structures for 
livestock, domestic animals 
(except house pets) 

M-72 in C-1, R-3 & N Zones 

(*) or 2·1/2 stories above grade 

200' 

2-1/2 acres 

100' 

100' from water's edge. Notes 3, 4 

SO' from water's edge. Note 3 

100' 
150' 

30' 0 

100' 100' 100' 
75' 30' 33% 

1:4 

1:4 

1:4 

1:4 

1:4 

1:4 

1:4 

1:4 Yes 

1:4 Yes 

1:4 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

1:4 Yes 
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ARTICLE XIII 
ESSENTIAL PUBLIC SERVICES 

13.10 UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES; OPERATIONS. 

Utilities and public services shall continue to be operated and mct.intained subject to the provisions 
of this Ordinance excepting that poles, wires and usual undergt;pUlld utilities shall be excepted from 
the requirements of this Ordinance and may be installed .\VJ,thout a land use permit and without 
compliance with setback requirements; provided, howev~tZ'that nothing herein contained shall 
abrogate the necessity of any utility to obtain franchises and c~~pl)l'with the provisions of any other 
law or ordinance and nothing herein contained any utility.,or municipality the right to 
install structures in this Township without the termsOffuis Ordinance excepting as 
otherwise provided in this Article. ~'~, 

-~\~i;~f::' 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 



ARTICLE XIV 

WATERFRONT PROPERTY 

(Revised in its entirety; Effective 01/04/2020) 

 

14.10 SHARED WATERFRONT EASEMENTS.  

In the event that a waterfront property is used for shared easement purposes the following 
conditions shall apply: 

A. A waterfront property accessed by one off-water dwelling unit shall have a minimum of 
twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and a minimum frontage on the water of not less than one 
hundred (100) feet. 

B. Where a waterfront property is accessed by more than one off-water dwelling unit, an 
additional fifty (50) feet of continuous frontage on the water is required for each additional off-
water dwelling unit accessing the property.  

14.11 SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BOARDMAN RIVER VALLEY.   

The following special requirements shall apply to all properties within fifty (50) feet of the 
Boardman River and its tributaries.   

A. A managed vegetative strip shall be maintained within fifty (50) feet of the water's edge, as 
follows: 

1. Vegetative strips shall consist of native trees, shrubs, vegetation and other natural 
materials. 

2. Existing native vegetation should be preserved whenever possible.  

3. No ponds shall be constructed, no earth moved, surface soils removed or filled for 
building within the managed vegetative strip. 

4. Utility lines shall be installed only as follows:  

(a) New distribution lines for utilities within the housing setback line shall be 
placed underground unless overhead lines are less disruptive to the environment. 

(b) Brushy vegetation shall be restored to the disturbed area in the managed 
vegetation strip. 

(c) Local service lines to private dwellings shall originate from the landward side 
of the dwelling. 

5.  Chemical control of vegetation shall be prohibited within the managed vegetative 
strip. 



6. Fencing, grazing, riding trails and soil tilling for farm crops is prohibited within the 
managed vegetative strip. 

7. The use of the managed vegetative strip for stock watering areas and stream crossing 
of horseback trails is subject to the approval of the Zoning Administrator, who may 
require a plan from the Soil Conservation District, or Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) as part of the requirement for use. 

B.  Any variance from these standards shall be in accordance with a plan approved by the Zoning 
Board of Appeals.  In evaluating such applications, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider 
all relevant factors pertaining to the purpose of the vegetative strip which is to:  

 1. Stabilize the river banks. 

 2. Prevent erosion. 

 3. Absorb nutrients in water runoff from adjacent lands. 

 4. Provide shading for the stream to maintain cool water temperature. 

 5. Screen adjacent man-made structures. 



ARTICLE XV 
SANITATION REQUIREMENTS 

(Effective July 28, 2017) 

15.10 County Health Ordinance 
Compliance shall be had in all land uses and in all structures erected, altered, or moved upon a premise 
with all provisions of the County Health Ordinance in force in Grand Traverse County entitled "Sanitary 
Code of Minimum Standards Regulating Sewage Disposal, Water Supplies, and Sanitation of Habitable 
Buildings in Grand Traverse County Michigan" as the same may be amended from time to time, and 
violation of any provision of that Ordinance shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance. 

Section 15.11 Distance of System From Any Body ofWater 
Every subsurface disposal system shall be located at least one hundred (1 00) feet from the ordinary high­
watermark of any body of water. 
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ARTICLE XVI 
OUTDOOR STORAGE 

16.10 UNUSED, DISCARDED EQIDPMENT, CARS, JUNK. 

No land in any of the foregoing districts shall be used in whole or in part for the storage of unused 
or discarded equipment or materials or for the storage of unlicens~::d cars, salvage, waste and junk 
outside of properly authorized buildings within said districts, except'as required for the storage of 
usable farm machinery necessary for permitted agricultural uses and except as permitted in 
connection with a use otherwise authorized in the Col11111ercial arid Industrial Districts. 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 



 
17.00                                                         ARTICLE XVII 
                                                                ADMINISTRATION 
 

(Effective January 26, 2018) 
 

 
17.10  ZONING ADMINISTRATOR; APPOINTMENT; DUTIES. 
A Zoning Administrator shall be appointed by and on such terms as shall be determined by the 
Township Board; provided that the Zoning Administrator shall not be a member of the Township 
Board, the Planning Commission or the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He/she shall perform such duties 
as the Township Board may prescribe in addition to any duties prescribed in this Ordinance. 
 
17.11  ZONING ADMINISTRATOR ELIGIBILITY. 
To be eligible for appointment, the Zoning Administrator shall be generally informed on good 
building construction, on good practice in fire prevention and the proper installation of safety, health 
and sanitary facilities.  He/she shall be in good health and physically capable of fulfilling his duties.  
In case he/she is personally interested in the construction of any building subject to the provisions of 
this code, the Township Board shall designate some other person to examine the plans, to inspect 
such building and to issue the necessary permits, approvals and certificates. 
 
17.12  ZONING ADMINISTRATOR; DUTIES. 
The Zoning Administrator shall: 

A. Receive and review all applications for land use permits and certificates of occupancy 
and approve or disapprove such applications based on compliance or non-compliance 
with the provisions of the Whitewater Township General and Zoning Ordinances. 

B. Receive all applications for site plan review and special use permits which the Planning 
Commission is required to decide under this Ordinance. 

C. Receive all applications for appeals, variances or other matters which the Zoning Board 
of Appeals is required to decide under this Ordinance. 

D. Receive applications for amendments to this Ordinance. 
E. Conduct field inspections and investigations, prepare maps, charts and other pictorial 

materials when necessary or desirable, and process applications so as to assist the 
Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals and Township Board in formulating 
recommendations and/or approvals. 

F. Notify applicants in writing of any decision of the Planning Commission and implement 
the decisions of the Planning Commission. 

G. Maintain a map or maps showing current zoning classifications of all land in the 
Township. 

H. Maintain written records of all actions taken by the Zoning Administrator. 
I. Meet with the Township Board, Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals and 

related committees as requested. 
J. Be responsible for providing forms necessary of the various applications to this 

Ordinance and any other forms as directed by the Township Board. 



K. Any additional responsibilities outlined in the Whitewater Township Zoning 
Administrator Job Description, as revised. 

 
 
17.13  ZONING ADMINISTRATOR; COMPENSATION. 
Compensation for the Zoning Administrator shall be established by the Township Board. 
 
17.14  LAND USE PERMIT REVIEW. 

A.  The Zoning Administrator shall verify that all applications for land use permits shall be 
accompanied by a clearly drawn plot plan which contains the following: 
1. Owner Information 
2. Parcel ID Number 
3. Property Address 
4. North Arrow 
5. Scale 
6. Existing and/or Proposed Structures (including fencing) 
7. Existing and/or Proposed Driveways 
8. Road Right of Way and/or Utility Easements 
9. Sanitary Facilities and Well 
10. Water Bodies on the Site 
11. Wetlands 

  
B.   The Zoning Administrator shall request that the applicant submit with the application 

such additional materials as may be needed to determine whether or not a permit should 
be issued, such as surveys, soil suitability tests, surface water disposal surveys, erosion 
control surveys and excavation disposal plans, abstracts, building plans, and permits 
from other government agencies. 

 
C. Evidence of Ownership.  The Zoning Administrator shall review evidence of ownership 

for all property affected by the permit application.   
 
D. Voiding of Permit.  The Zoning Administrator may suspend or revoke a permit issued 

under the provisions of this Ordinance whenever the permit is issued erroneously on the 
basis of incorrect information supplied by the applicant or his agent and is in violation of 
any of the provisions of this Ordinance or of any other Ordinances or regulations of the 
Township.   

 
E. The Zoning Administrator shall require submission of an application for Site Plan 

Review in accord with the provisions of Section 25.00 as required.  
 
17.15  LAND USE PERMITS; INSPECTIONS     

A. The construction or usage covered by any land use permit shall be subject to the 
inspection by the Zoning Administrator to ensure compliance with the provisions of this 
Ordinance  and the approved plot or site plan. 

 



B. The Zoning Administrator shall clearly communicate the inspections schedule to the 
applicant.  It shall be the duty of the holder of every permit to notify the Zoning 
Administrator when the construction or usage is ready for inspection. 

 
C. Inspections shall be made by the Zoning Administrator at the following intervals: 

1. At the time of staking out lot corners and proposed structures. 
2. When the building foundation forms are in place and/or poles are set, if required and 

noted on the permit. 
3. Upon completion of the work authorized by the permit. 

 
17.16  LAND USE PERMITS; DENIAL. 
The Zoning Administrator shall promptly inform the applicant, in writing, of the denial of a Land 
Use Permit if such planned building or structure or land use does not comply with the provisions of 
this Ordinance.  Applicants that have been denied a land use permit may appeal Zoning Ordinance 
decisions in accordance with Section 18.00 – Zoning Board of Appeals or the standards set forth in 
the applicable General Ordinance. 
 
17.17  LAND USE PERMITS; FEES. 
The fees for land use permits shall be established by the Township Board. 
 
 
 
 



ARTICLE XVIII 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

18.00 

18.10 Purpose of Board 

The Zoning Board of Appeals is established to ensure that the objectives of this Ordinance may 
be more fully and equitably achieved, that a means be provided for competent interpretation of 
this Ordinance, that reasonable flexibility be provided in the application of this Ordinance, and 
that the public health, safety and welfare is protected. 

18.20 Membership, Terms of Office 

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall consist of fiytf(~)inembers appo~t,~d by the Township 
Supervisor and confirmed by the Township Bq ,. ji?"the first membei'Of'tb,e Board of Appeals 
shall be a member of the Planning Commissicl' e second member sh~!:!Jx a member of the 
Township Board. The remaining three (3) membe,r§~~fJ.all be,~¢~~cted fromtli~;slectors of the 
Township and shall be representativs0 fthe populat'f~!,f · ·.''''·1~tfon and intere]t~~fthe 
Township. An elected officer ofth ·. ship shall rio as chairman ofthe'Zoning Board 
of Appeals. An employee or contract. ownship . :;tr~ may not serve as a member. 

Terms shall be for three y~ar;:; except for' 
Planning CommissionJ>tGf:o~):U Board, 
members of the Plal111ilfg'C~ti1rri" n of To 
the resolution appoifl:tti).~,~~em. · · :\ 

·:;\Uti:~ 

,g beca'' f their membership on the 
•+r~f.!abe '" ed to the time they are 

oard1fe§Q~stively, and the period stated in 
''·"-$$J;itf 

Members oH9~·:2;2~ng Bd .. ~:;gf.l\.~~~itJ~~:~!J~ll b~·:rxtplovable by the Township Board for 
nonperf<;WJ-~~ce;rof~-d.t)r,.s:>r rriis~oiliuct iri;o~:fXc.x,~,Po.tl·~tten charges and after public hearing. 
A melll~e;t/shall disqliali:Brt:him or:)l~fself from·'a·yQte in which the member has a conflict of 
interest. :·:Etl,~lure of a meri1'5 .... o disql..[f:tt~[Y himself or herself from a vote in which the member 
has a confliqf-·()~1~~terest shal ' nstitli't~~(~~~onduct of office. 

18.30 Organ~at~o11 and Proce ures 
. -~j 

A. Rules of Pro·2~~ift~. J:~~f~oning Board of Appeals shall adopt its own rules of procedure 
as may be necessacyJo;c6nduct its meetings properly. 

B. Vote. 
1. The concurring vote of a majority of members of the Zoning Board of Appeals 

shall be necessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision, or determination of 
the Zoning Administrator or Planning Commission and to decide non-use 
variances. Use variances shall require a vote of2/3 of the members of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals. 

2. A member of the Zoning Board of Appeals who also is a member of the Planning 
Commission or Township Board shall not participate in a public hearing on or 



vote on the same matter that the member voted on as a member of the Planning 
Commission or Township Board. However, the member may consider and vote 
on other unrelated matters involving the same property. 

C. Meetings. Meetings shall be open to the public and shall be held at the call of the 
Chairperson and at such other times as the Zoning Board of Appeals shall specify in its 
rules of procedure. The Board shall choose its own Chairperson, and in his/her absence, 
an acting Chairperson. 

D. Records. Minutes shall be recorded of all proceedings )Xhl,ch shall contain evidence and 
data relevant to every case considered together with vol~~ofthe members and the final 
disposition of each case. The ground of every detetiTii~ation shall be stated and such 
determination from which the appeal is taken. 1,~~~1Fri1f~)ttes shall accompany and be 
attached to the standard forms required ofp~f~onsappeaf~~~s part of the Zoning Board 
of Appeals permanent records. Such mirwteS,~'~hall be filed"'iil'llt,e office of the Township 
Clerk and shall be public record. A cqp~,,:QJthe decision shalfijj~'"~ ent promptly to the 
applicant or appellant and to the Zoniri'g;f!'Z',ministrator. . 

E. Secretary and Counsel. The 'J:'g,wnship Cle ~L be~~Jponsible for p :.}ling 
secretarial services for the z&wn ,:Soard of Ap:· J d the Township A "omey may 
give legal counsel to the Zonitt' ':atcl:~gJ Appeal p its request. 

',, '~~:~~,, 

F. Hearings. When ~p.pti~e of appJ:':;>,t as'"l;~~~flt\~,cl"in ;~6' .... ,;,~orm with the Zoning Board 
of Appeals, the"Zqfij~g-}{\,qministra • all · ·vwK~:·•'41~t~Jy plac~ the request for appeal upon 
the calendar f9ttfi~llring;~~-shall ca .. .y statin~~7 time, place and object of the 
hearing to be ~s(;zy~d personally or by m . 'dressed to'the parties making the request for 
appeal. 

· .'.· ... xrance ofthe action appealed from, unless the Zoning 
to the ........ ·. ]Jd~~of Appeals after the notice of appeal has been filed 

that, for reas .... .. stated i~ t~e certitiblte, a stay would, in his/her opinion, cause immediate 
peril to life or property, in whicncase the proceedings shall not be stayed otherwise than by 
restraining order, whi:9ll.may begrs\nted by the Zoning Board of Appeals, or on application, by 
the Circuit Court, on i1()£~c~, to-~h~;bfficer from whom the appeal is taken, when due cause can be 
shown. ··. ·' ··· ·•·· .t'" 

18.50 Fee for Appeal 

A fee in accordance with the duly adopted schedule of fees shall be paid at the timing of filing an 
application with the Zoning Board of Appeals. The purpose of the fee is to cover all necessary 
notification and investigation expenses incurred by the Zoning Board of Appeals in connection 
with said appeal. 

18.60 Duties and Powers of the Zoning Board of Appeals 



( The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have all powers and duties granted by State law, by this 
Ordinance and the Township Board including the following specified duties and powers: 

A. Review. Shall hear and decide appeals from and review any order, requirement, decision 
or determination made in the administration of this Ordinance by the Zoning 
Administrator or Planning Commission. 

B. Interpretation. Shall have the power to: 
1. Hear and decide upon appeals for the interpretatio.q of the provisions of this 

Ordinance. .·'·;']i':;J:i' 
2. Determine the precise location of the boul:l4~&>lines between zoning districts 

when there is dissatisfaction with a decisign•:tna~~"by the Zoning Administrator. 
3. Classify a use which is not specific . . .. . rlt~htion&a·rflt.the Zoning Ordinance. 
4. Consider use variances. ·· · · ·· · ~ 
5. Consider non-use variances. 

18.70 Application of the Variance Power 

.-~t?~~:~-'> .. 
A. Use Variance. The Zoning B~~dg.f Appeals 

that an unnecessary hardship g~§ts~£-A:JlSe 

;,;:;} 

a use variance only upon finding 
variance that permits a use that is 

hardship shall otherwise prohibited in a zoning:.slj~ti!Hf~!l\:;flnding 
require demonstra,!1H11~~y the apptf6.~t oftlieJ:gg~wing 

1. The prop~ftY)gW1tJ,qt be reas·qnably use(:tf<ir~a,ny '"''""""'" . . .; ··h····· "<;·h<;c';,"' • . ·:.;. . •..•... '/ ''\d':i.;f•· 
permitted in the zoning 

dtstncJ;~lt out t e~~CJ.nance. 'iiJ~~f·"c>' · zii;,,f:•;>c . 

2. The nee~~f~r the v~~i~ce is d~e•tgiPnlque cir~~ni~tances particular to the property 
and not ge~~r€1-llY apn1!£.able in tlie ~ea or to others properties in the same zoning 

.,··r~S,tr~ct... ,.,,~., .. :····~Ll'hlXI;:·.~?·? 
·a;}trli~:.ptql;>l~m a{ydr~~l.lltil1g;n~"~·-.. ariance has not been self-created by the 
j;Y applidrtt'.~p,tor th~.~Bplicant'~ ... ,,,,.ecessors. 

The varian'c~:\¥!11 notfin@r the essential character of the area. In determining 
whether the effe'ct the \iafflillce will have on the character of the area, the 

.:·. tablished typ~f·@s1 patt~~f:l)f land uses in the area and the natural characteristic 
oftne .. site and thg~$\rrrounding area will be considered. 

' - - >, 'c -' ~--;::: -~ 

B. Non-Use Varffui6e •.. TheZbning Board of Appeals may grant a non-use variance only 
upon finding that:pg1~fieil difficulty exists. A non-use variance is variance from any 
standard or requirerti~Iit of the Ordinance, such as, but not limited to, a deviation from 
density, bulk, setback, parking landscaping and sign standard requirements. A finding if 
practical difficulty shall require demonstration by the applicant of the following: 

1. Granting the variance will not be contrary to the public interest and will not be 
contrary to the spirit and intent of this Ordinance. 

2. Granting the variance shall not permit the establishment within a zoning district of 
any use, which is not permitted by right within the district. 

3. Granting the variance will not cause any significant adverse effect to property in 
the vicinity or in the zoning district or the Township. 



4. There are practical difficulties on the site which unreasonably prevent the owner 
from using the property for a permitted purpose without presenting an excessive 
burden and the practical difficulty not resulting from any act of the applicant. 

5. The variance will do substantial justice to the applicant, but the decision shall not 
bestow the property special development rights not enjoyed by other properties in 
the same district, or which might result in substantial adverse impacts on 
properties in the vicinity which may endanger the public health, safety or welfare. 

6. The requested variance is the minimum necessary to permit reasonable use of the 
land. 

7. The practical difficulty is not self-created. ,,r\1:, 

18.80 Rules 

In addition to the foregoing conditions the following,rtil6s shall"b~)tpplied in the granting of 
variances: 

''!-'~.,1' 

A. The Zoning Board of Appeals may spec ,in writing, to the app ... nt such conditions in 
connection with the granting that will, in 1 ~·]~~gment,~§~cure substrtn~~f:ltlY the objectives 
of the regulations or provisions to which sucn;RarimtfS~::applies includi£~::tl1e requirement 
of a bond. The breach of an ''h .. ~ondition sffa~f~Utbmatically invalidafs' the permit 

granted. " ,;·,.,.,.. """~\\. 
B. No more than the 1'11~nimum vari ~~,from th%\~gns oftflj~~Qrdinance shall be granted 

§i~l!eye the pia9!i~al diff!cuf·· .. ,, r lll11fe~essary hardship. 
i'c '\ \;::\,A;t$i';1', ,, 

C. ted sha1Lo¢come nuu,;:.at}a void unless the provisions of the variance 
have been utiliz'· , the applicant withlfta:pe (1) year after the granting of the variance. 

-:<~:,'0, ,"' ': ;-c·,-- :---,- --~-~;,·-·,'-, ___ - .,_,.. "?-::\_ 
An eJ!:tensiOJ}, not tO¢~ ·· )i~ie. may b~f:granted upon request of the applicant. 
r?t·~:f::L:;./ ,,:D :11'1;·). ·<; . . , . . '~ :'~. :,\)~ 

D. ·;J:>I]6fto grantingavariance;1:11:ll other ex:istiD.g infractions related to this Ordinance or 
bffi~r Township Ordinances'h~ire been resolved. 

:\;{'~f~~. •· . ' ~' \ <;. i' t". 
E. The appirgftnt shall, in Writing, receive the decision upon completion of the hearing. 

··£''· ~g, .,y;·.\ 

18.90 Appeal t~ ~it~l\.it Cou!i'!~} 
- <~ -___ -;:~-':~?-:- _,_, __ o=, :?~)'_)' <f· 

The decision of the ZoningBo~d of Appeals rendered pursuant to Article 18 shall be final. 
However, a person having an'•interest affected by the decision may appeal to Circuit Court within 
30 days of the decision. Upon appeal, the Circuit Court shall review the record and decision of 
the Zoning board of Appeals to insure that the decision: 

A. Complies with the Constitution and Laws of the State. 

B. Is based upon proper procedure. 

C. Is supported by competent, material and substantial evidence on the record. 



D. Represents the reasonable exercise of discretion granted by law to the Zoning board of 
Appeals. 

If the court finds the record of the Zoning Board of Appeals inadequate to make the review 
required by this section, or that there is additional evidence which is material and with good 
reason was not presented to the Zoning Board of Appeals, the court shall order further 
proceedings before the Zoning board of Appeals on conditions which the court considers proper. 
The Zoning Board of Appeals may modify its findings and decision as a result of the new 
proceedings, or may affirm its original decision. The record and decision shall be 
filed with the court. 



 
19.00                                                         ARTICLE XIX 
                                                     REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT 
 

(Effective January 26, 2018) 
 

19.10    INTENT 
It is the intent of Article 19, Request for Amendment, to provide a means for individuals, 
businesses, or groups to formally request changes or alterations to the Whitewater Township Zoning 
Ordinance. 
 
19.11   PETITION. 
Any person proposing or recommending a change in the district regulations or district boundaries 
shall petition the Township Planning Commission for a consideration of said change per the 
following procedure:  

A. A request in writing shall be presented to the Township Clerk.  All petitions shall 
include the specific nature of said request accompanied by any relevant details the 
applicant believes to be pertinent.  

B. All such petitions shall be executed by the owner of the fee title to the subject property 
or his agent.   

C. The Township Clerk shall not accept any such petition for filing until there is filed with 
the Clerk the fee required to be paid by the person or persons requesting said change. 

D. The petitioner shall further provide to the Zoning Administrator and Planning 
Commission any additional information requested which is deemed relevant to 
consideration of said application.  

 
19.12   PROCEDURE 
The procedures for consideration of changes to the Ordinance are as follows:   

A. Petition in writing filed with clerk and deposit paid.  
B. Petitioner shall be notified in writing of the meeting date set for initial consideration of  

  petition no less than ten (10) days prior to said meeting. 
C. The Planning Commission shall formally notice and conduct at least one public hearing 

  on any request to amendment to the Zoning Ordinance.  The Planning Commission may 
propose alternative options or wording for consideration conducted within the same 
public hearing.  

D. Following all public hearings regarding amendment requests, the Planning Commission 
shall formally submit to the Township Board a summary of public input provided at the 
public hearing, along with the evaluation and recommendation of the Planning 
Commission.    

E. Following consideration, the Township Board may adopt, reject, or return to the 
Planning Commission for reevaluation any proposed Request for Zoning Amendment.  
Adopted ordinance changes shall be published.  
 



19.13   COST 
Any party proposing or recommending a change in the zoning district regulations or zoning district 
boundaries shall be responsible for payment of all costs and expense incurred by the Township in 
considering said proposal or recommendation, including but not limited to costs of special meetings, 
legal fees, costs of notices and publications as follows: 

A. Petitioner shall deposit with the Township Clerk the sum of Three Hundred ($300.00) 
Dollars toward payment of said costs.   

B. The Township Board may require the petitioner to deposit such additional sums with the 
Township Clerk as it determines to be necessary to cover any additional costs beyond 
said deposit before it considers any proposal or recommendation.  

C. In the event the amount of said costs incurred by the Township shall be less than the 
amount of funds deposited by the petitioner, the difference shall be refunded.   

D. It shall be understood that under no circumstances shall said sum or any part thereof be 
refunded for failure of said change recommended or proposed by the petitioner to be 
adopted by the Township Board.   

 
 



20.00 

20.10 VALIDITY. 

42 

ARTICLE XX 
SEPARABILITY 

If any clause, sentence, sub-sentence, paragraph, section or part of this Ordinance be adjudged by 
any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgmentsni!Jl not affect, impair or invalidate 
the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to 'tile clause, sentence, sub-sentence, 
paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in the · · in which said judgment shall 
have been rendered. 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 



21.00 

21.10 PENAL TIES. 

43 

ARTICLE XXI 
VIOLATIONS 

Any person who shall violate any provision of this Ordinance in any particular, or who fails to 
comply with any of the regulatory measures or conditions ofthe~Q;ard of Appeals adopted pursuant 
hereto, shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not to exceed ofte Hundred ($100.00) Dollars or 
may be imprisoned not to exceed ninety (90) days, or 111ay,.$~d?oth fmed and imprisoned in the 
discretion of the Court, and each day such violation contimtes shalfbe deemed a separate offense. 

21.11 NUISANCE PER SE. 

Uses of land, dwellings, buildings or structure~::J$~!uding tent~ and trailer5co~ches used, erected, 
altered, razed or converted in violation of any ·p~~y~sion",q~}Jhis Ordinance::or the regulatory 

.,.,,"" ·:"·:h ,,.,,, , . :c' 
measures or conditions of the adopfeq' ~$pant hereto are hereby declared to be 

.>7 
nuisances per se. ,,:'•: 

-~:--.-~:;~:;..._ 
::>E% 
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22.00 

44 

ARTICLE XXII 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

22.10 EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Ordinance shall take immediate effect upon ~-'"~""'"i"." by the Township Board. [Passed 
and Effective: December 23, 1972.] 

(WIITTEW A TER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 



23.00 

23.10 REPEAL. 

45 

ARTICLE XXIII 
REPEAL 

Whitewater Township Ordinance No.4, Interim Zoning Ordinanc,~: is hereby repealed 
"'·· 

,·>:·~~(:\·;;- ' 

>'-. 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 
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24.00 ARTICLE XXIV 
SANITARY LANDFILL AND WASTE DISPOSAL FACILITIES: 

24.01 SPECIAL USE 

Prior to approval of the Planning Commission of a special exception use for a sanitary landfill 
facility, as herein defmed, in any area of the Township, said board,, shall be certain that the following 
limitations and conditions are or shall be strictly compli~d,'• \vi_th, in addition to any other 
requirements contained in the Township Zoning Ordinanc~;(?~t';'ih any other Township ordinance 
controlling such operations. The following rules and r~g4l~tlbQs shall apply specifically to each 
landfill area, unless county or state regulations on any+ali:cticU.falrequirement are more restrictive, 
and then such more restrictive regulation shall appl):: , .wther providedrthat no such sanitary landfill 
facilities shall be allowed within any areas zone · ·R -2, R-3 or wi' · • " y platted subdivisions. 

A. Location: 
'<; __ > ~;;=_:':~ 

1. All such operations shall byl9ated on a state11j or county prinlacy;:road, as defmed 
by the County Road Commit'~f ;;,_ Grand Traver.. unty, for ingress a.rla egress thereto, 
and on a road which does it >traffic thY' an area developed primarily for 
residential purposes. Where neceSs,~, g: g > • ssion may require the applicant 
to construct and/or.~ig1prove a roil'·;, ac o~11te t £k travel necessitated by the 
operations, as.,NC.'Q~iliftc)~;.gf such o -~tio . foi"··~e p 6se of routing traffic around 
residential ar~~~;>A stop'si~,,shall be '"' · d maiil,~ed by the owner/ operator at all 
egress roads ot't,ft~.disposal~it~a. Und ircumstances shall trucks use private drives or 
private access routes .. fromT~llhe ... applican ~u~:property which are within 150 feet of any 

. .· ·• ... · .. · .··· ..•...• ·. . '::; '-;~~~,.;Bi/:.ii]t•MJ.l~if;:;1~f~m,:~~,·· ... ;;:N(~ 
shalH)~·provided fi&mt<JJfproperty lines and public highways to assure 

foradj~£~nt public and private property. No such disposal area shall 
· · fe~t/}fr,pm the interior boundary lines. In addition, no disposal 
' ''-'o·t>-1.'0;:,-,, 

per:nntltect;; tha:q:;;:t 000 feet to any domicile, or within 1000 feet of any 

public nmli-'OI'-Wm 

be permitted 
maintained. 

areas shall be permitted closer than 200 feet to adjacent 
nrr,nPrrv lines, lakes and streams. Such disposal areas shall at no time 

IV.LLJL.U.~"'" lateral support for the maintenance of adjoining land is not 

3. Any permanent processing plant and its accessory structures shall not be located closer 
than 300 feet from the interior boundary lines. In addition, if located within 1,300 feet of a 
residence, it shall be obscured by a suitable barrier, not less than 10 feet high, with screening 
of a type to be decided on an individual basis by the Planning Commission at the time of 
application. Where practicable, the processing plant shall be as close to the center of the 
subject property as possible, and at a lower level than the surrounding terrain to lessen visual 
and noise impact. The foregoing shall not apply to the digging or excavating apparatus, nor 
to the stockpiling or loading and transportation equipment. 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 
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4. No disposal area shall interfere with the established natural flow of surface water or 
groundwater to the detriment of or damage to adjoining or nearby public or private 
properties. No waste, whether liquid or solid, may be disposed of, at or below ground level 
by spraying, burying, pumping, ponding or any other means if, in time, it may result in 
contamination of the soil or groundwater. The Planning Commission shall have the right to 
require an applicant to construct test wells, sediment basins and such other means of 
monitoring, controlling and/or containing sediment ail.d,\contaminants as it may deem 
necessary for the protection of soils, groundwater and atiy;W~tercourse or wetland within the 
watershed in which the disposal area is to be )gc~t~'d. Disposal of such material in 
stormwater retention ponds is prohibited. >i'; ~r y<;; 

5. Any sanitary landfill area, located wi~',;~;'' boundan~);:Qf the Township, whether 
publicly or privately owned shall be pp~nfto Township resi4~11ts, property owners and 
businesses, during established business'll~~s, at a rate competitive'Wi:tP. other disposal areas 
in Northwestern Michigan. Other persori§~:'qi-;'Harties l11f!.¥,,also be grant~·. access to a public 
facility by the Township, su~j~ct to paying·'qb:~;S~.g~'#i established ·b: e public body 
having jurisdiction. Special'ij~tlling fees mayH~.c;JfMged for bulky or 1cult to process 
items. Hazardous materials, a&· . in PublicAct64 of 1979 for the State of Michigan 
and defmed by the Department¥Q:t;, .1.::~t~~source~~'@it~ Hazardous Waste Management 
Rules, Sections R 299.630 throij:gQ. R' 29Q1-()a,I7 indu~iye, containing Rules 301-317 

,, __ :,-,< '-', --'-:'-:?-~-~"~}~Aa --:-:,·-:-:_o:,-~"o::-_'"-

exclusively, ancl,d' ~bruary 5, 19,~1, are i' :'Qi . "vt"i) 
,<i-

6. Greater isdl~fi~n dist~ci~hnay be re. 
landfill area bellig~J>l'oposea,l}s adjacent 
state goy.yrt1J11ent. . . '\. £!>;; r . 

_, " '. -:-:,·;=-t~>~:~ki'>-~, 
-~.r~j~~;~j-~;_z<;~;i;~ c "' "'~'-· 

Sf''Ht Barriers ·aFendn · 
-. . -~~4t.~~f~' . ~, ~tt~; 

~-/"14, --,-_,-,-) 

' ).~ 

by the · 
7 

• g Commission if the sanitary 
ecial quiet zones, as designated by local or 

1. r .... Jcbarriers shJ , .. ,,grovi e.· ... 'alpng all setback lines ofthe sites which lack natural 
screefiii{~,~onditions thtg~gh existirl~ contours or evergreen growth. Such barriers shall 
consist 6f:\ft¢following:''A.:'berm of at least 10 feet in height and plantings of evergreen 
trees, not ni6t~ UJ.an 10 f~fJpart, or shrubbery not more than 5 feet apart, in staggered rows, 
on the berm, pcir~U~l tg;tileJ1Joundaries of the property. Evergreens shall be at least 2-year 
transplants at the't$~tq(fpianting, and shall grow to not less than 10 feet in height; and shall 
be sufficiently spac~tFt6' provide effective sight barriers when 10 feet in height. Trees or 
shrubs which die must be replaced. 

The requirements for screening by means of a berm and plantings may be reduced or 
eliminated by the Planning Commission if the particular site and terrain of the subject 
property (with screening of a reduced height), will afford adequate sight barriers for 
adjoining property owners, residents or passers-by. 

2.The sanitary landfill area is to be fenced with an 8 foot high chain link fence with 3 strands 
ofbarbed wire angled 45 degrees toward the outside of the premises on the top. Such fence 
shall be located inside of any berms or screening following the exterior boundaries. The 
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entrance to the sanitary landfill area shall have a gate which shall be closed and locked at all 
times that the landfill is not open. 
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C. Nuisance Abatement. 

1. Air pollution, noise and vibration, and their effect upon adjacent properties shall be 
minimized by the utilization of adequate sound-proofed equipment and buildings designed 
to accomplish such minimization, and by the proper use of berms, walls and natural planting 
screens. Interior and adjoining roads used in the solid»f~t'e disposal operations, shall have 
their surfaces treated to minimize any condition. ~ ~ ;', · 

2. Rodent traps, if needed, shall be placed 
sanitary landfill area, inside the fence, and 
frequently than once each week. 

3. Any security lighting deemed ................ ..,.., ........ 
type and shall be aligned so that no part 
residential property. 

around the perimeter of the 
"'""'"'""~""'n and cleaned, not less 

the sodium vapor 
any adjoining 

4. Every sanitary landfill 
and facilities for quick 

-'"'"·""''""'"~"" ... ~, ...... t'':'fL .............. " ... have adequate water supply 

extinguishing '"~~t~~~~~~J~;; 
be applied to "'' .4-~-~4_, 
and the ------~,.,... __ ,_ 

s .. A-U:~tie~ishru~ be ·..,Vll..,..,~\0 
·" ~Jeliher _place~t,in ............ _~-.., ... __ ._~, c1::>mp~H1t~~ 
ontainer. ' qg-_ 

property, for the purpose of 
'~">C..HV''" of water per minute can 

source of the water supply 
shall be indicated on the plans 

fU.U.u.uu site by the end of each working day 
covered that day, or stored in a covered 

6. fu.~\Y.b:lter operation1, s*pw shall be removed before any material, either refuse or 
earth c'o~~r,_. is placed ''Q,h\the A supply of unfrozen earth cover material shall be 
maintainecH:iiJ.g, availabl --- her in protected stockpiles or in a natural bank protected from, 

''Z'·''A"' 
or not subject~fq-;::}):eez· rozen cover materials shall not be placed on the fill. 

c.,,-__ Co--.,--,_:,. 

7. Prior to the cortii\ieR6~ment of the construction of any landfill within the Township, the 
owner/operator of the proposed landfill shall obtain from each lake, stream, creek, 
watercourse and private, residential, agricultural and commercial waterwells, a water 
sample for complete chemical analysis. These water samples shall be taken from each of 
the aforementioned water sources within a mile radius of the exterior boundaries of the 
property acquired for the construction of the landfill. These samples shall contain the exact 
location from which they were obtained, the name and address of the property owner who 
owns the land from which the water sample was taken, and the name and address of the 
principle user of the waterwell, if different from the owner of the property upon which the 
well is located. The owner/operator of the proposed landfill shall turn these samples over to 
a properly accredited laboratory for complete analysis. The results of the individual analysis 
shall be certified by the laboratory, and then filed with the Township Clerk, for the purpose 
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of future reference, should there at some later date be suspected groundwater contamination. 
In addition, copies of the quarterly monitoring test well results shall be delivered to the 
Township promptly upon receipt by the owner/operator. 
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D. Time Limits. 

All operations, other than the maintenance of equipment within a fully-enclosed building, shall be 
conducted only between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00p.m. ¥onday through Friday, and 7:00 
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on Saturdays and legal holidays. A signf'~f~ting the hours and prohibiting 
dumping of other items shall be placed in a conspicuoy~t~zl~¢~fion at the entrance. Keys for 
admittance to the disposal area shall be given to the Tovyq~Wp ~!erk. Disposal facilities shall have 
qualified personnel on duty during hours of operation to:i:~!f'e"ct th~~t,nnping, spreading, compaction 
and covering of materials. '·· " 

E. Liability Insurance. 
·:~}~\:c .. 

All applicants shall be required to carry personal damage llisU:rance, in addition 
to any and all bonds required by thsr·~~te statute, or un-rehabrlif'itted area exists. 
Such insurance shall be in the amd~fXqJ.:l1o~ less ,000 for each person injured or 
property damaged, or for any injury on~~ag~~tQ,,J:!ore person or one person's property, 
arising out of one occurrence. Such insut#J,~e snall;£2 er occurring upon the site 
of the operation, as well.~.:· ,properties afijoining t of conditions or activities 
existing upon the site. Such cies shall be'fi"· d with tHe ToWl1ship and shall be maintained 
in effect for a period;ofinot less 'tl(~ 20 year qWlng fmalfb}Z>sure and termination of sanitary 
landfill activities. The'd~~lf.~tible Wfirten into . ;l,£surance policy shall not exceed 5% of the per 
incident limi~ ()f the liabili~oftgeJ1~li~Y:,, The coy~rage obtained by the owner/operator to fulfill 
the requirement~. of>tbis sectionisnall iilglo.de th~3fprovisions that the insurer shall notify the 

-~'- -o-, _-, ;:-~:-:_:_, --- -.-;;-.--~ -.,- - -=- -:·--1'-."?~:;- -· , .(_:.~r:=::'>=( ~~lvs-=,:--- ~:-'J-:~'-___ . '~<$ 

Township}o·aays pm)ftq,,~e cffilceUation oflli~:WE?.1JTance for any reason. 
,,-.·. - ''~-''<.~t~.;~~.#:}.2 ''":{~;;~~~t~:~~ ---:=-~,;;~:;;; 

.. , .... , r:~"'-

F. CI<!~,~~~ of Disposal:A'teas. " ;.:" 

Reclamatio~ttl~~)~'6habilitation o 't;\~dfill areas shall be accomplished as soon as practical 
following the cofii~leti,on of an a. Where possible, such reclamation or rehabilitation shall be 
accomplished concutret1tly wi facility's operations. Substantial completion of reclamation and 
rehabilitation shall be effe,¢te "'' 7 Ithin 2 years after the termination of the waste disposal facility. 
Inactivity for 12 consecu.nv#fo'liionths shall constitute, for this purpose, termination of disposal 
activities. Technical standards which shall control the fmal reclamation and rehabilitation of the site, 
and the post-closure monitoring of the site shall be the rules and regulations written by the 
department of Natural Resources, Resource Recovery Division, Solid Waste Management, for the 
State of Michigan pursuant to Public Act 641 of 1978, as amended, being Section 299.401 et seq, of 
the Michigan Compiled Laws and known as the Solid Waste Management Act, or other similar acts 
which may provide such regulation hereafter. 

G. Submission of Operation and Closure Plans. 

No sanitary landfill activities shall be allowed or commenced until a plan has been submitted to the 
Township Planning Commission, disclosing compliance with all of the provisions within this , 

1 
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Ordinance, or the manner in which compliance will be secured by the applicant. Such plans shall 
include, among other things, the following: 
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1. A contour map of the tract ofland involved in the operations, including dimensions of the 
same, access thereto, abutting public streets, and whether or not the same are on state or 
county primary roads, additional roads, if any, to be cons"t!Ucted and the location and nature 
of abutting improvements of adjoining properties. si.. j; 

,>~lJ~?~;i~~~)0:~ ,•' 
2. The number of acres and the location of the sarii~,-pfoposed to be operated upon within 
the following 12-month period after cornrnencemegf'(}foperations. 

, --·:..,'>.?F ,--~-

3. The type of sanitary landfill orooos(;:d 
used and the materials to be accepted. 

5. A map disclosing the 
completion of the disposal 
future use of the . other 
rehabilitation 
by the .......... '""'"' 

th n;a,ture of the equipment to be 
~i?;!]:,~8~"'-

of the ptfuci~~l.c:lisposal site and 
of the site. , 

. ~~··>~tten agre~fii:.,,,;,J: ... ~Y the owner/operator of the proposed disposal area, 
agreeing~to abide by th~./;~Qllowing.]?!an for solutions to groundwater contamination, should .... ,,,~ '''"'"'\ .• ,,. 
such con(·. · ation occlii;I~ a resulf, or suspected result of his disposal operations. 

'<~: ,:f~;ff~~ 

H. A Trust Furi .;,v~i\the ' "gation of Landfill Problems. 
*i; __ itf~fGt::: :f 

1. A trust fund sha!Pb established at a convenient bank, within the County, chosen by the 
Township Board. The operator shall agree to pay $.10 per cubic yard, of waste disposed of, 
into this trust fund for the life of the sanitary landfill. Expenditures from the trust fund are to 
be approved by a committee consisting of one citizen appointed by the Township Board, the 
Township Supervisor, and one representative of the owner/operator. Funds may be used but 
are not limited to off-site litter control, groundwater and surface water monitoring and 
payments to adjacent property owners, and others, at the discretion of the committee, for 
damages that have been caused as a result of the sanitary landfill or its operations. The trust 
fund shall exist and earn interest for 20 years following closure, and at that time the funds 
remaining shall be paid to the owner/operator or its successors or assigns. 
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2. The mitigation of environmental degradation shall be accomplished by limiting the 
amount of new leachate produced; steps shall be taken which restrict the movement of 
existing pollutants in the water. When domestic, agricultural or commercial wells lie in the 
path of a contaminated plume, one of the following possible solutions to the problems of 
public health, hazard and environrhental degradation shall, at the discretion of the Township 
be required of the owner/operator of the landfill: 

51 

a. Immediate purging of the groundwater. S!t!dies must be conducted, at the 
expense of the owner/operator ofthe waste disp<:fs~.area, to determine the extent of 
the groundwater contamination, cleanup re _ uifecl," and the timetable by which the 
cleanup will proceed. · · · -. 

b. Provision of an alternate water supply .. 11us s~~jt>ih.clude, but not be limited to: 
,<,(.:" •' ·'t;L':"·c·. 

. ::;.,;.;•>... 
1. Locating tmcontamig~ .... J oundwater. ' :(J:k• 
2. Providing l:>ottled wat~~;:. This shall be a temporim\measure, designed to 

prevent health hazards?t{twtil ano~~r .. system can,: 'be prepared. This 
service sha!! be ten:nilllt~;- eii&permanent wiltet,,,supply system 
becomes dpw> '9nal. ,c,.,r u ,;:r 

3. Hooking irlt .. '-·~~~t!ng muniCi .. j•water supply system. 
. ~~i~t~\ .,q,~~~l;1z.~;=~~~~~-~~~;:;t~;_ > ~ __ '· ~,;,~~~E~t ~=;;'· > • • 

The owner/operator of a sarutary landfill re~sonably;~q~pected o(~qntammat10n of the groundwater 
for residence, farms or qWi~r~§~~. shall gli~ tee th~q~§~gf the'cqiJ~!ruction of the extension of a 
municipal waterline to·t:Iiy-affe~f~g, area, an-. _F.··~·· 'ft ·· oktip to this water supply. The 

'·<''' ··:···"!! > •--· 
Township shall pay fot·l:UlY overs,~g of the\ ermit ·xtension of service to areas not 
affected by the leachate. 'f'4~ owner/operator of > ;,~anitary landfill may make an unrestricted cash 
payment tot~~ .. T~wnship:itt~0(;agX"Rl!h~t's_ respd~~U>ility to the residents in obtaining for them 
uncontam,il!~t~Ui:JYat~~-., This'ot?:tiq:tl;shalfb~[:i~i:the dilgt§tion of the proper authority. If the water is 

-·~ <:'~':·;:£"w<;':''''··=~"-~::.h:._..·,~":»:.f··~0\.. . .;..~T·---~, _:_=,-=---: .,,~r:'::'~-"--:--:> _ ~: ~>,. _ _; 
available:::t9)the res.ident~;.,of ilie:;:a.ff~cted a.Iea;At·vvi_lFassume sole responsibility for establishing 
water i~t~:~ assessmentsii~'tl;\conrl~qft?~1 charges','ahd for the granting of waivers of any of these 
charges td';t~s!dents whose'w~!~r supply:!~ endangered by the leachate and for policies governing 
the system op~r~t!on and waiv~:t~hcPlicy. cc :~,~ 

' . --.:~=-=~::;~:-{:>~~- -{}~!~. '- '~/ 
If the Township 'd:Q;es not agree f0:"1\lake water available to its residents, the entire issue shall revert 
back to the landfill owner/operatot~~ responsibility. The Township shall assume no responsibility or 
liability for any injuries of·prQperfY

7 
damage resulting from the sanitary landfill operations. . -./ 

-,;· J' 

I. Financial Guarantee\toClosure and Rehabilitation: 
Financial Guarantee shall be given to the Township, insuring the proper closure and rehabilitation of 
the solid waste disposal area. The amount of the guarantee shall not be less that $5,000 (Five 
Thousand dollars) per acre of disposal area, but not less than $20,000 nor more than $200,000 for 
the area proposed to be licensed by the State, or which has previously been operated upon during 
any preceding period and which has not been reclaimed or rehabilitated. All such financial 
guarantees shall be reviewed annually on or about the anniversary date of the sanitary landfill 
construction permit, for adjustment in compliance of the foregoing requirements, by the Zoning 
Inspector of the Township or other such official as may be designated by the Township Board. In 
this regard, the amount of the financial guarantee may be increased or decreased, based upon the 
cost of living index, promulgated by the U.S. Department of Labor, using the effective date of this 
ordinance amendment as the base period for the $5,000 per acre amount. Such fmancial guarantee ·r 
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shall be in the form of cash, certified check, irrevocable bank letter of credit or a corporate bond of a 
licensed insurance company, eligible to insure disposal facilities in Michigan. The corporate bond, 
if it is used, shall be a performance bond which shall be filed with the Township Clerk governing all 
portions of the sanitary landfill operation required to be maintained in accordance with these 
regulations, guaranteeing the satisfactory performance of these regulations. The bond shall not be 
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cancelable for nonpayment of premium on disposal areas alrea<fy worked, and shall continue in 
force for 1 year after closure and reclamation of the sanitary larJ.d,fill>£acility. ,· ,,~<<:)~' 
For all sanitary landfill areas, the minimmn fmancial guararJ.t~e ~hall be at least $20,000, provided to 
the Township, if less than 5 acres are required to be coy~f~f[byQl~fmancial guarantee at any time. 
The bond shall be filed with the Township before the·12~n:llit is isstied,, and on or before the first of 
each year thereafter. . '.;. , ·''' , 

A recommendation by the Planning Commissi~~-'~d approval by ~e 'To\yp_ship Board shall be 
based upon the criteria set forth within said dtdinance anci,;:§hall be bi&~~;t;in addition, on a 
consideration of the following: · ;;;;l;~~;});," _ .. ,fi~r;; <~·tii~~~-

1. The most advantageous use (}l.fh~ larJ.d, reso~~~~;ahd property. 
~, ~~~\ _, · '_ ~~::~,;f:)Jr~-)> _ -- -:i+~;1ti·;~:~~,f, 

2. The character of the area in qu¥&tipri'and its.particul~:~tability, if any, for the particular 
"'•'r_ 0------ _-v-- '> •-•,:.>.:< •'> 

use. <·\ :: , . '1'.i·;:'0, 
,_~ • ~ ·~~'' :~.;:A 

3. Conservatts>ffi.,'"': pr~p~rtyXalues a~-~~g,~~ .. !J~turaf!~S.ou,r~~~ and the general appropriate 
trend and charactr of develof'ment in the ~J,.lbject area. _. ·· 

• ~:;;~: --_--_,--:'- > • _,-_. -- ,-

4. The protection an .. _. reserv£#Q:t1Pfthe g~n~rfll health, safety and welfare of the Township. 

5~At~;1li~~dit)r&t.yal •. ,, ast~ ~:fispg~al ~e~s' as compared with the effect upon adjacent 
A'cQ"mmunities neaeth~,pro~ ... ·~t operation;::!::;~* 
• -·::_:·;~~;:;·_·-~~ ·•::~;:_;vi-?~~• ',"~··::(~;;;~~\,_ 

The Pl~g]>~ommission: ~~X pr~~~~ ~for a periodic review of the proposed operations to 
ascertain comp~ ce with the coQ,qitionsaildllimitations imposed upon the same. 

'~,;~\ ;<:~{~\-

· ... ,;:;,. :.J 
J. Existing San;if!t!Y Landfill.Operations: 

·;;t~rl~w.:'".. .§~h;:;if. 
All licensed sanitary lanel:fjlli;gperations existing on the effective date of this Ordinance shall be 
subject to the within reglilittfons with regard to future operations; however, such pre-existing 
disposal area shall be allowed to continue in operation on its then existing land. A special Exception 
Use shall not be required therefor. 
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25.00 
ARTICLE XXV 

SITE PLAN REVIEW AND SPECIAL LAND USES 

25.10 SITE PLAN REVIEW AUTHORIZATION 

A. The Zoning Administrator and/or Planning Commission as specified in this section shall 
review and approve, approve with conditions or deny all site plans submitted under this Ordinance. 
Each action taken with reference to site plan review shall be in the official record by 
the Zoning Administrator or in the minutes of the Planning Those site plans which 
require Planning Commission review will then be ,·t-~"'rt''t-n+~-><> Planning Commission for action 
along with the recommendation of the Zoning to compliance with Ordinance 
requirements. The Zoning Administrator shall · of the Fire Chief, 
Road Commission, Drain Commission, Department of 
Environmental Quality, where applicable. 

B. Following approval of a site plan, the 
County and/or State permits as may be required by 

25.11 SITE PLAN REVIEW: 

Site plan review shall 
1. 

2. 
development 

~,~ 

a building or structure other 

...,.,.L .... ...,u.uu.L uses in single-family districts and 
agricultural district except for single-family 

4~;f:·;, Any exca . 
. . ;ttiggcultural use. 

5. ·•· 71\11 site condo subdivisions and PUD's. 
6. .Aii;1p,roposed us r developments in environmentally sensitive areas as required 

~,v,·,;,~"\,';. 

under Arlf' 27.00, "J],-)iironmentally Sensitive Areas. 
lrY~~~:t 

B. . ,~J~EQUIREMENTS 
The Township has establish~tl a range of site plan review procedures intended to allow the 
appropriate level of review relative to the scope of the project. The more complex the project, the 
more detailed the review process. The Township has also established two optional review 
procedures with staff and with the Planning Commission intended to provide applicants an 
opportunity to discuss projects on a conceptual level with minimal upfront expenditure. 

C. OPTIONAL PRE-APPLICATION CONFERENCE 
In order to facilitate processing of a site plan in a timely manner, the applicant may request a pre­
application conference with the Zoning Administrator, up to three (3) members of the Planning 
Commission and such other Township representatives as appropriate. The purpose of such a 
conference is to provide information and guidance to the applicant that will assist in preparation of 
the site plan. The applicant is encouraged to provide rough conceptual drawings or site plans 
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indicating the location and boundaries of the subject property. No formal action shall be taken 
on a site plan at a pre-application conference. There is no fee to the applicant for the pre-application 
conference. 

D. PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN REVIEW 
The applicant shall submit the following prior to being scheduled for Planning Commission review: 

1. Township Review Fee. 
2. Township Application. 
3. The name and address of the owner and any designated representative of the owner. 
4. Written description of the proposed use. ,,,~ll~~'~ 
5. Ten copies of the preliminary site plan, illustrating e~$tiifg features, lot dimensions, general 

footprints for proposed buildings and parking ,.,;t;:'J;id>. hip to adjacent land uses and a 
location map. ·f>· • 

6. One digital copy of the site plan in a form ac' " . ~hip. 
;¥?re:~~. 

Upon review, the Planning Commission m 
preliminary site plan. If the site plan is denied, 
such denial. 

The Zoning Administrator may waiv 
by the applicant provided that all info 
applicant. 

A' - ;:- -~--~,~,_,:,-= :"': :~ 

E. FINAL SITEFLAN n·· 'ri'<'•r.,., 

The applicant shall sah@t the fall , ... g prior t 
1. Township Revie~;fe.~ (if app~cable ). 

;: ~~itl~ff~ic~~~~~{K~~~fl~!~pr9J~ct 
4 ... ;~yYadditiort'" · onliation the ··_plaQinng 

or Planning Commission review: 

fmds necessary to make 
'~lff~terminations re d herehfi~:· · .. · .. >' 

5. A;tttt;<;,omplete site p:•:::,, that ili¢lude the information listed in section 25.11 (F), Required 
Inforifilrition. · Mi~ 

6. One digft~1·P9PY of the s· Ian in a form acceptable to the Township. 
\;;~ ;:-~~,"}{-!:.;:,_ 

Upon review, the Pl~& .. Comh,u,§sion may approve, approve with conditions or deny the final site 
plan. If the site plan is denl~4R'UltPlanning Commission shall state the reasons for such denial. 

';~llif!~Ji~ 

F. REQIDRED INFORMATION 
1. Each submittal for site plan review shall contain all information required in this Ordinance 

including the following: 
a. The applicant's name, address and phone number in full. 
b. Proof of property ownership, and whether there are any options on the property, or liens 
against it. 
c. A signed statement that the applicant is the owner of the property or officially acting on 
the owner's behalf. 
d. The name and address of the owner(s) of record if the applicant is not the owner of record 
(or firm or corporation having a legal or equitable interest in the land) and the signature of 
the owner(s). 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 



. l 

e. The address and/or parcel number of the property. 
f. Name and address of the developer (if different from the applicant) . 
g. Name and address_of engineer, architect, planner and/or land surveyor. 
h. Project title. 
i. Project description, including the total number of structures, units, bedrooms, offices, 
square feet, total and usable floor area, parking spaces, carports or garages, employees by 
shift, amount of recreation and open space, type of recreation facilities to be provided, and 
related information as pertinent or otherwise required by the Ordinance. 
j .. A vicinity map drawn at a scale of 1" = 2000' with the n rth point indicated. 
k. The gross and net acreage of all parcels in the projec 
1.. Land uses, zoning classification and existing struc 
parcels within 300 feet of the site. 
m. Project completion schedule/development _gh' , . 
n. Written statements relative to project · _ ,;c,-·" on existing·:iiiji:astructure (including traffic 
capacity of streets, schools and existin es) and on the natdral environment of the site 
and adjoining lands. A formal impacts nt may be required. ~~ft~,, 

- l:b 

o. A listing of types and quantities of h ,9:~us subs es and pol 
will be used, stored or generated on-site at th,¥:·- c · · d completio 
Substance Reporting Form Review11 

2. The site plan shall consist of an 
or more than 1 "=200', showing the site --~v.,"·--- uu'"·H;,,~v;~H'.LLL.l 
used, each shall be 

a. Location 
setback lines ....,.~..,-,u,•vu....._~,,..,, 

g materials which 
the "Hazardous 

b. Existing topogt<a'pJ).Ic intervals, proposed grades and direction of 

any 
~IT'"''u ,,.5~.u'-'-+Y'':H-t' existing 

site at least to the detail provided by U. S. 
of borings. 

"'~~-~.1.1,5 water courses and water bodies, including county 
an<.trrLan-m:l:lut: surta~:e ulalJ.L<t~<>"' ways, floodplains and wetlands. 

length, 
structures. 

proposed buildings and intended uses thereof, as well as the 
1.1'-'•·&+'~.1 of each building and typical elevation views of proposed 

g. Proposed structures, buildings and uses, including but not limited to 
all flagpoles, light· bulkheads, docks, storage sheds, transformers, air conditioners, 
generators and similar equipment, and the method of screening where applicable. 
h. Location of existing public roads, rights-of-way and private easements of record and 
abutting streets. 
i. Location of and dimensions of proposed streets, drives, curb cuts, and access easements, 
as well as acceleration, deceleration and passing lanes (if any) serving the development. 
Details of entryway and sign locations should be separately depicted with an elevation view. 
j. Location, design and dimensions of existing and/or proposed curbing, barrier free access, 
carports, parking areas (including indication of all spaces and method of surfacing), frre 
lanes and all lighting thereof. 
k. Location, size and characteristics of all loading and unloading areas. 
1.. Location and design of all sidewalks, walkways, bicycle paths and areas for public use. 
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m. Location, design and specifications of existing and proposed service facilities and 
structures, above and below ground, including: 

(1) Public and private groundwater supply wells on-site and related distribution 
systems including fire hydrants and shut off valves. 
(2) Septic systems and other waste water treatment systems 
(3) Areas to be used for the storage, use, loading/unloading, recycling, or disposal of 
hazardous substances and polluting materials, including interior and exterior areas as 
well as any containment structures or clear zones required by government regulation 
or designed to meet the standards of this Article. 
( 4) Underground storage tank locations toge 
collection systems. 

·. 'th connected distribution and 

(5) Location of exterior drains, dry well .. , ., .. A:msins, retention/detention areas, 
sumps and other facilities designed Jo' Ilect;•try;~l"Qr~ or transport wastewater or 
stormwater to the naturally occurri,ngtL~'huifer. Thewr~o'rot of discharge for all drains 

C ·_f_o-T;t;v" '·~,,,-;,;-;co::,_--,,:~~ 

and pipes shall be specified on t t~iplan. · 1>rf' 

n. Location of all other utilities on the s eluding, but not limi o natural gas, electric, 
,-:>..,_ 

cable TV, telephone and steam. 
o. Proposed location, dimensi~£S and details· ·. 
such as community buildings,;g~,~~g poo 
p. Location, size and specifi~a5~o~}qf all si 
advertising features, with cross-sef}t~onS';!,i£1applicable. 
q. Exterior lighting locations witll,'~ a 'd'Bt · atio 
fixtures and shi~lsUiigito:b~ used. · · 
r. Location aJ19Yt~P~t51fid~~~J,l~ for all 

. '::·:----,-~-"' 

en spaces atid~~gmmon facilities 
able. <:;,¥/ 

er screening features with cross 
sections~ :;=-~c,_,-~:::r(.. -=,~;->-:~\, 

s. Location and.1sp¢qi;ficatiori~Tor all pro ... d perimeter and internal landscaping and other 
buff~~g;.f~~~es."F~~;;~~u::Js·M~"'~:.. scape ':· erial the proposed size at the time of planting 
~L "· ;~~;1i!i~~~at~~:.AU1V:€~~taH?n ·.·... e n the site m~st also be indicated, as well as 

.J ... ;. 1cal s1ze bygep.eraHQ!Z~twn or ran . ~sizes as appropnate. 
'"""*~:.''''-~# < _-- ---=--0 -~. >,·,:·;~-,:,,_:-(: - . --?' 

··'t~~~pcation, size ari<:J.·srecifiq~!QnS for screening and fencing of all trash receptacles and 
ofu~~!$Qlid waste or liquig wast~~~isposal facilities. 
u. Deii~~~pon of areas~I~V. the 'git~)which are known or suspected to be contaminated, 
togethef;.c: .. a report Oll'tp~ StatuS Of Site clean-Up. 

v. Identi?c t<~f any s~~cant si~e amenities or unique ~atural features. . . . 
w. Identlficatl6Q(Q:fanx~Igptficant VIews onto or from the s1te to or from adJommg areas. 
x. A scale mode'fi6f@~"pfoposed development may be required for all projects greater than 
40 acres, with more.'tfia.b 200 dwelling units, more than 40,000 square feet of building space 
or a proposed height of a principal structure of greater than 35 feet. 
y. North arrow, scale and date of original submittal and last revision. 
z. Seal of the registered engineer, architect, landscape architect, surveyor, or planner who 
prepared the plan. 

25.12 STANDARDS FOR DECISIONS: 

Each site plan shall conform to all provisions of the Zoning Ordinance and the standards listed 
below (unless variances have been granted): 
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A. All elements of the site plan shall be harmoniously and efficiently organized in 
relation to topography, the size and type of the lot or unit, the character of adjoining property 
and the type and size of buildings. The site shall be so developed as not to impede the normal 
and orderly development or improvement of the surrounding property for uses permitted in this 
Ordinance. 

B. The landscape shall be preserved in its natural state, insofar as practical, by minimizing tree and 
soil removal, and by topographic modifications which result in maximum harmony with adjacent 
areas and will not adversely affect adjacent properties. 

C. Special attention shall be given to proper site drainage ~~, ... ..,.... emoval of storm waters will not 
adversely affect neighboring properties. 

D. The site plan shall provide reasonable visual <>nr1"'"''"'11r•r1 

therein. Fences, walks, barriers and · 
and enhancement of property and for the 

E. All buildings or groups of uu..o.~u"'~l".~ 
by some practical means to all 

I. 

J. All signs and 
and requirements 

street, walkway or other area 

IS insulated as completely as 

v ....... JJ.-. .... ~,,....,.,~~F'.'"' areas, including areas for the storage of 
um:tr:t:siyl_t:lll.l~'iUIStncLs or public thoroughfares, shall be 

or plant materials no less than six feet in 

tea;@t!s shall be designed and installed to conform with the standards 
fll:ti¢l~!t30.00, Sign Regulations. 

K. The arrangement of public or common ways for vehicular and pedestrian circulation shall 
respect the pattern of existing or planned streets and pedestrian or bicycle pathways in the area. 
Streets and drives which are part of an existing or planned street pattern which serves adjacent 
development shall be of a width appropriate to the traffic volume they will carry and shall have 
a dedicated right-of-way equal to that specified in the Comprehensive Master Plan. 

L. All streets including streets in condominium developments shall be developed in accordance with 
the Subdivision Control Ordinance and County Road Commission or Township Private Road 
Standard specifications. 
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M. Site plans shall conform to all applicable requirements of state and federal statutes and 
approval may be conditioned on the applicant receiving necessary state and federal permits 
before fmal site plan approval or an occupancy permit is granted. 

N. All land use developments shall be consistent with and promote the intent and purpose of this 
ordinance and shall not be contrary to the public health, safety and welfare. 

0. All land uses and developments shall conform with the applicable goals, policies and objectives 
in the Township Master Plan. 

P. Standards for Groundwater Protection: 

Q. 

1. The project and related improvements shaJI:~, < ~signed to protect the natural 
environment, including lakes, ponds, wetlan s, :flobcl lains, groundwater and steep 
slopes. 
2. Stormwater management and ~i'gQ.ed to retain the natural 
retention and storage capacity of water body or'\v~tyrcourse and shall not 
increase flooding or the potential for iJVJL~ULLV.LJqJ.L groundwafe!;,,on-site or off-site. 

''c5""'" 
3. General purpose floor shall be are connectectto a public sewer 

:;-'{~~:,<,~)~ 

system, an on-site holding through a sfai:e groundwater 
discharge permit. 
4. Sites at which hazardous 
shall be designed to prevent 
groundwater, ~......,. . .,..,,,, ... _ ... v~·u..,, 
for the u=.•~'-'t;J 

.IJVJL~'-HLU"'- U~t,0·""£JLU~C> are stored, used, or generated 
air, surface of the ground, 
up-to-date contingency plan 

substances and polluting 
of the Administrator and the Fire 

unc:onta:J.Iled spills immediately to both the Zoning 
Administrator as a condition of Site Plan approval. 
5~ ~ggal}f{Staletand for storage, spill prevention, record 

; ke~ping, em'erg~~~X. of hazardous substances and polluting 
materials shall be met. groundwater, including direct and indirect 
discharges, shall be allqwed . , . required permits and approvals. 

' 'd0 ··: ... ·: 

6. In d~t~~g confdt;ffiH:Uce nnth··'::t."' '"'standards in this zoning ordinance, the municipality 
shall ~ak~~~1? considei~1I~1n the publication titled "Small Business Guide to Secondary 
Conta:J.Ilffient;: wtd other · rences. 

'':f~~~~]t~0, 

Standards for Abov~gt9\ul~~;Storage and Use Areas for Hazardous Substances and Polluting 
Materials: '·Ji7 

1. Secondary containment, for above ground areas where hazardous and polluting materials 
are stored of used, shall be provided. Secondary containment shall be sufficient to store the 
substance for the maximum anticipated period of time necessary for the recovery of any 
released substance. 
2. Outdoor storage of hazardous substances and polluting materials shall be prohibited 
except in product-tight containers which are protected from weather, leakage, accidental 
damage and vandalism. 
3. Secondary containment structures such as out buildings, storage rooms, sheds and pole 
barns, shall not have floor drains which outlet to soils, groundwater, or nearby drains or 
rivers. 
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4. Areas and facilities for loading and unloading of hazardous substances and polluting 
materials, as well as areas where such materials are handled and used, shall be designed and 
constructed to prevent discharge or runoff to floor drains, rivers, lakes, wetlands, 
groundwater and soils. 

R. Standards for Underground Storage Tanks when Permitted: 
1. Existing and new underground storage tanks shall be registered with the authorized state 
agency in accordance with the requirements of the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
and the State Police Fire Marshal Division. .··· ., 
2. Installation, operation, maintenance, closure and reri).gyru of underground storage tanks 

..•.•••• , •..• .y 

shall be in accordance with the requirements of the .M\~l.llgan Department of Environmental 
Quality. Leak detection, corrosion protection,f sp,ilf~':pr~vention and overfill protection 
requirements shall be met. Records of mo ·)t~fiionitorirl.g,or inventory control must be 
retained and available for review by gove _,, ' officials. '<i?~i&t''~ 
3. Out-of-service abandoned undergro~~;,_. s shall be eniptif$.,~d removed from the 
ground in accordance with the requireih$. '7' of the Michigan Depaf!!IJ;ent of Environmental 
Quality. ·~·· < · 

25.13 CONFORMITY TO 

25.14 

uuJLli.lf .... ~.~ .r1:1tor or the Planning Commission, 
coniptet~. conformity with the approved 

ecttlS:fthe sanctions of Article 21.00, 
-,,_::t~--

PI;<JtPQ:s~a ~-,.~·~u .... u ... ~u to an approved site plan does not 
(A), Zoning Administrative Approval, he or 

consideration. 

A. Failure to · an approved site plan within 365 days of approval shall require 
the applicant to Commission and demonstrate why the approval should 
not be revoked. After a Planning Commission may revoke a previously approved site 
plan for property on physical development activity has occurred upon making written 
fmdings that one or more of the following circumstances exist: 

1. An error in the original approval is discovered either because of inaccurate information 
supplied by the applicant or administrative error by a staff member or other agency; 
2. Zoning regulations applicable to the project have been changed and the previously 
approved site plan does not comply with them; 
3. A change in state law, local charter, or other local ordinance affecting the previous 
approval has occurred; 
4. Pollution, impairment or destruction of the environment or to another legally protected 
public interest would occur if the project were to be constructed as previously approved. 
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B. Thirty days prior to expiration of an approved site plan, an applicant may make application for a 
one year extension of the site plan at no fee. The applicant shall explain in writing why the 
development has not proceeded, what the current time frame is and why an extension should be 
granted. If the original approval of the site plan was by the Planning Commission, the applicant 
shall present his/her case in person or by representative at the next meeting of the Planning 
Commission. 
C. Revocation of an approved site plan shall be communicated in writing by certified mail to the 
property owner. 
D. Any subsequent re-submittal shall be processed as a new request with new fees. 

25.16 PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE 

In the interest of insuring compliance with the LJVU.U.Jljo:, 

resources and the health, safety and welfare of 
inhabitants of an area for which a site plan 
Commission or Zoning Administrator may 
as set forth herein. The purpose of the 
improvements connected with the pro,pm;ect 
limited to, roadways, lighting, u•u.'"''"'·' 

B. Where the Zoning e-'•+uuL.u.:>u 

said performance 
Use Permit 
the TowrlShio'~si 

certified check or irrevocable 
improvements to be made as 

a performance guarantee, 
he Treasurer prior to the issuance of a Land 

the deposit of the performance guarantee 
if in the form of cash deposit or certified 

the period of time within which the improvements for 
are to be completed. The period will begin from 

D. In the event the deposited is a cash deposit or certified check, the 
township shall rebate to fifty (50) percent of the deposited funds when sixty (60) per 
cent of the required are completed as confirmed by the Zoning Administrator, and 
the remaining fifty (50) percent of the deposited funds when one hundred (100) percent of the 
required improvements are completed as confirmed by the Zoning Administrator. 

E. In the event the applicant defaults in making the improvements for which the performance 
guarantee was required within the time period established by the Township, the Township shall 
have the right to use the performance guarantee deposited and any interest earned thereon to 
complete the improvements through contract or otherwise, including specifically the right to enter 
upon the subject property to make improvements. If the performance guarantee is not sufficient to 
allow the Township to complete the improvements for which it was posted, the applicant shall be 
required to pay the township the amounts by which the costs of completing the improvements 
exceeds the amount of the performance guarantee deposited. Should the Township use the 
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performance guarantee or a portion thereof, to complete the required improvements, any 
amounts remaining after said completion shall be applied first to the Township administrative costs 
in completing the improvement with any balance remaining being refunded to the applicant. If the 
applicant has been required to post a performance guarantee or bond with another governmental 
agency other than the Township to insure completion of an improvement associated with the 
proposed use prior to the Township's conditional approval, the applicant shall not be required to 
deposit with the township a performance guarantee for that specific improvement. At the time the 
performance guarantee is deposited with the township and prior to the issuance of a Land Use 
Permit, the applicant shall enter an agreement incorporating the prqvisions hereof with the township 
regarding the performance guarantee. \,~'& 

\? 

25.17 AS-BUILT SITE PLAN -r:-% 

,:>- ;,:;~~;;;;,>,_ 
Upon completion of the installation of required irl!.Pte,:Yements as snq~ on the approved site plan, 
including changes and/or amendments, the pro y·:' :, \%ner shall submlt1(}~;tpe Zoning Administrator 
3 copies of an "as built" site plan, certified by t ,~,, _gineer or surveyor, at:'I~~t one week prior to the 

"!,ti:\[W<;~ -~-: -, -- ',-, __ 

anticipated occupancy of any building. The Zoniilgj~,ctministratqt,: shall circulat~;the "as built" plans 
among the appropriate departments for review to iristtr~'c,onfo'QWty with the apprq~~d site plan and 
other township requirements. Once ¢atlr:>qepartment l:i<iS.~~lfpj<f~ed the "as built'iip'fans the Zoning 

~-- -..-,----=~'"' - - --~~,,_,-_ ·, ~fh ,,-•,"· ,7' 

Administrator may make the final inspec!ioJ:i1u14 issue the"<fl~cu ancy Permit. 
:-:-,--:-~-. -,, •• --, ________ -,0.. ·-~{l-i 

25.18 ZONING ADMINISTRATIVE A£rROV 

A. The Zoning A 
following site plans 
applicant so requests: 

1. Acc~.~~OlJI',~!lses or'· 
existillgflS.~:t;Whyfe Sal 

t~~iKn req~i1erti~)l~~ of 

,- --- \ . 

ve with conditions or deny the 
<.UllJLJ.H5 Commission except where the 

2. ''1'~l[pf111sion and/or'·a.~4Won t 
afff~A11;!rements ofthi~~:Qrdin '''"'"- d does not increase the size of the existing or proposed 
structili:~jpy more than l~QP sqmi!tt::feet or does not increase the existing or proposed use by 
more than;j~n (1 0) percent{whichever is less. 

3. A change hliilie internatft~or plan which does not increase the intensity of use or parking 
requirements. ':C':·S'"t?, ·' ;<+11:~JI 

4. Movement of a btiilcJ.itig;;:diive, road or parking by up to twenty (20) feet during construction 
due to unanticipateC!''and documented constraint, to improve safety or to preserve natural 
features. The site plan shall still meet all required setbacks and other standards of this 
Ordinance. 

5. An existing building and site to be re-occupied by a use permitted in the subject zoning 
district where the new use will not require significant changes in the existing site facilities. 

6. Expansion and alterations of landscaping areas, sidewalks, bike paths and fences consistent 
with this Ordinance. 

7. Relocation of a trash receptacle and/ or installation of screening. 
8. Relocation or replacement of a sign meeting the dimensional and locational standards. 
9. Modifications to upgrade a building to state barrier free design. 
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10. Increases in off-street parking areas, parking buildings and/or structures, 
increases in loading/unloading spaces in commercial and industrial Zoning Districts, and 
landscape improvements as required by this Ordinance. 

11. Alterations to the off-street parking layout or installation of pavement and curbing 
improvements provided that the total number of spaces remains constant and meets, or if 
necessary has been modified to meet, the ordinance requirements for the building and/or 
use. 

12. Changes to lighting consistent with this Ordinance. 
13. Situations similar to the above. 

,, 

B. The Zoning Administrator shall apply all applicable st®di:if ff and procedures of this Ordinance 
in approving, conditionally approving or denying site,pl~1a1Jci.determine if the submittal shall 
comply with Section 25.11 (F), Required . dr,S~cti6ii2};19, Plot Plans in Lieu of a Site 
Plan. 

C. The applicant shall submit the Township 

D. The Zoning Administrator shall make a report 
Commission. 

25.19 APPEALS OF FINAL SITE 

/'""':'-'H'"'"·Y"'"' or Zoning Administrator in 
ecision to the Zoning Board of 

"'""'~"~'-'H and shall state the factual 
the issuance of any permit pursuant to an 

of action taken on the fmal site plan and 
taken. No new evidence shall be presented . 

.rl.i-J'~-'"'.u"'.:"~~~u~ aJJPI"I>Ne the fmal site plan if the requirements of this Section 
The Zoning Board of Appeals shall make 

25.20 PLOT A SITE PLAN 

A. The Zoning may accept a plot plan in specific instances upon determining a 
complete site plan is not considered essential to ensure compliance with the intent and standards of 
this Ordinance. 

B. A plot plan may be permitted for the following uses, when permitted in the zoning district: 
1. Group Day Care Homes. 
2. Essential Services Buildings. 
3. Home Occupations. 
4. Two-family Dwellings. 
5. Accessory Open Air Businesses. 
6. Accessory Buildings and Structures. 
7. Outdoor Recreational Facilities, not including Commercial Campgrounds. 
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8. Temporary Uses and Seasonal Sales 
9. Bed and Breakfast Establishments. 
10. Dog Kennels 

C. Plot plan submittals shall include the following: 
1. Application form and fee. 

Activities. 

2. Name, address and phone number of the applicant. 
3. North arrow. 
4. Legal description of the property. 
5. A plan drawn to scale. 
6. Property lines and dimensions. ;,:;:\:} .. 
7. Existing and proposed parking including the nwn~.~i'1':Q'f::~paces provided and the number 

required according to Section 34.00, Off Street P~g at1tt~~Ps>,,ftding. If changes are made to 

8. 
9. 

the parking area, a detail of the . .· . ·· water run6f~ls,~!culations and a description 
of detentions methods shall be '"'«" 

applications. When an application has been 
Administrator shall immediately place 

cause notices stating the time, place and 

One (1) shall be published in a newspaper that circulates in the 
Township mail not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the day of 
such hearing, ···· · ···• • or the appellant, the Zoning Administrator and all persons 
assessed for any three hundred (300) feet, and to the occupants of any structure 
within three hundred·.· premises in question. Such notices shall be served personally 
or by regular mail, respective owners and tenants at the address given in the last 
assessment roll. If the the occupant is unknown, the term "occupant" may be used in 
making notification. Any party may appear at such hearings in person or by agent or by attorney. 

25.22 ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS OF SPECIAL USES. 

A. BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS. 

1. Statement of Intent. It is the intent of this Section to establish reasonable standards for 
Bed and Breakfast Establishments to assure that: 

a. The property is suitable for transient lodging facilities. 
b. The use is compatible with other uses in the residential and agricultural districts. 
c. Residential and agricultural lands shall not be subject to increased trespass. 
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d. The impact of the establishment is no greater than that of a private 
home with house guests. 

2. Minimum Requirements. The following requirements for Bed and Breakfast ·1 

Establishments together with any other applicable requirements of this Ordinance shall be 
complied with: 

a. The minimum lot size shall be one (1) acre. 
b. Off-street parking shall be provided (one space per room). Vehicle parking is 
prohibited between the front of the building and public right-of-way. 
c. One non-illuminated sign, identifying the est'!bJishment, not to exceed four (4) 
square feet in area and not closer to the stre~tnh!e than fifteen (15) feet shall be 
allowed. .,·/~:::.:r-=:-_ ::~~~~;~>/ 
d. Such Bed and Breakfast EstablishmeP.1s::sl:l"' not be located less than fifteen 
hundred (1500) feet apart. 
e. The residence shall be the 
owner-occupied at all times. 
f. The residence shall have at 
g. Not more than three (3) 
purposes. 
h. Not more than ·~"""''·'v' accommodate a any time. 

of the primary residential use and 

.LU..UHi~L .... ·"'~"' of one hundred (1 00) square 
(30) square feet for each 

~+± •. •~7 ... septic by the Health Department and 
qut:t~J1rJ;enltS shall be supplied by the owner/occupant. 

that a floor plan drawn to an architectural 
file with the Fire Department. 

Establishment shall keep a guest 
'rnspection by the Zoning Administrator, police 

V.L.LL.., ....... ~ ...... 1'>" ...... "'~•::,:;;,;:;......,,., business hours . 
.,,.. 11"m''"'<''~- shall not exceed seven (7) days within any thirty 

Planning Commission determines that noise generation may 
~Lu • .....,.,Y~''o +r•"'..:.·<,~~h or that the location of the establishment is in an area 

adjacent properties is likely to occur, then the Planning 
require that fencing and/or a planting buffer be constructed and 

maintained. 
p. Rental of snowmobiles, A TV s or similar vehicles, boats and other marine 
equipment, in conjunction with the operation of the establishment shall be 
prohibited. 
q. A special use permit shall not be granted if the essential character of a lot or 
structure within a residential or agricultural district, in terms of use, traffic 
generation or appearance will be changed substantially by the occurrence of the bed 
and breakfast use. 

B. Sexually Oriented Businesses. 
1. INTENT: 
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Sexually oriented businesses require special supervision in order to protect and 
preserve the health, safety, and welfare ofthe patrons of such business as well as the 

. \ citizens of the communities where they are located. 

There is convincing documented evidence that sexually oriented businesses, because of 
their nature, have a deleterious effect on both the existing businesses around them and the 
surrounding residential areas adjacent to them, causing increased crime and downgrading 
of property values. 

It is recognized that sexually oriented businesses, due. · ir nature, have serious 
objectionable characteristics, particularly when they.:.~~- ocated inclose proximity to 
each other, thereby contributing to urban blight .. ·.···· 'do}vn. rading the quality of life in the 

•M y ·, 
adjacent area. ·1 ··· 

The Township of Whitewater desires to.:·nrPi.vF>1,t 

the health, safety, and welfare of the clt~Z~);Jlll 
of surrounding neighborhoods and deter · · 

.~,2'\, 

It is not the intent of this Ordin 

values and character 
bl

. h·. ., 
Ig t. . ·''"'.'Jt:>c~ 

, -,,co<>~~--. 

protected bf·t~e First 
Amendment of the United St~ 
content neutral Ordinance whic 
oriented businesses. 

,...,U.Lfo:,«U Constitution, but to enact a 
effects of sexually 

It is not the il;lt~llt~h e · t~\Y~h:~Ag1~~~n4one or legitimize the 
distribution d±hJie obscene materials, .... };Townsllipio:fWhitewater recognizes that 
state and federaH(&\y:.prohib~~~ the distribtftiqn of obscene materials and expects and 
encow;a;g~~ ~tate elif{ftx~w,~g(Olflfi~ls to ~fltqrce state and federal obscenity statutes 
agaiJ!st!an'Y:{s)i~.Q)lleg~~i"}l',·'~1Hes;:w:··. · th ship of Whitewater . 

. v PURPOSE: 
. ··••]"G"" . 

~~·~,!he purpose of<Jp:iKordin. ce to regulae sexually oriented businesses and related 
aCttylties to promoteth~\pealt ety, and general welfare of the citizens ofthe 
To~S~p, and to estaHl~sl;l reason ... 3e and uniforrnregulations to prevent the deleterious 
locatiori'ag?f:eoncentrati'c)l).'pf sexually oriented businesses within the Township. The 
provisions~5~}ffis Ordi '''g~ do not have the purpose of imposing a limitation or 
restriction on~ti\¢;~nt '·r any communicative material, including sexually oriented 
materials. Simifiit:I~~ ot the intent of this Ordinance to restrict or deny access by 
adults to sexually oRented materials protected by the First Amendment of the United 
States Constitution, or to deny access by the distributors and exhibitors of sexually 
oriented entertainment to their intended market. Neither is it the intent of this Ordinance 
to condone or legitimize the distribution of obscene materials. 

3. DEFINITIONS: 

a. ADULT BOOKSTORE OR ADULT VIDEO STORE means a commercial 
establishment, which, as one of its principal business purposes, offers for sale or 
rental one or more of the following: 
1. books, magazines, periodicals or other printed matter, photographs, film, 

motion pictures, video cassettes or video reproductions, slides, or other visual 
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representations which depict or describe "specified sexual 
activities" or "specified anatomical areas"; or 

2. instruments, devices, or paraphernalia which are designed for use in 
connection with "specified sexual activities." 

A commercial establishment may have other principal business purposes that do 
not involve the offering fot sale or rental of material depicting or describing 
"specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas" and may still be 
categorized as ADULT BOOKSTORE or ADU:f::J:' VIDEO STORE. The sale or 
rental of those items described in subparagrap · ·and (b) above shall be 
deemed to constitute a principal business i "'' prises 50% or more of sales 
volume or display area of visible invento the establishment. 

For purposes of this section 25.20!Jt~~;sales vol~rii'Jl¥ll mean- the total amount 
of sales in a six ( 6) month perio · ' tis, if more thari'5,p!J[~ of the total sales comes 
from sexually oriented items, t will be considered 'rtfi·!~dult bookstore or 
adult video store; .. ,. .A:<t•,. tz.;;;i~'·. 

,}l:~~~~~~:~ly .:~;,l~q~~ 
~:/ 
"'>,_ 

~::>}, 

"''"'''"" .... 25:~qB the display area shall 
;.,,'-:>-~..::: • 

of merchAfi.dise and/or mventory 
of · displays. 

~#~~~~~~~:,;g~~~~~~~means a theater, concert hall, 
which regularly features persons 

or performances presented for the enjoyment 
u .... .:h··~,, ....... or promised to pay an admission fee and which are 

of "specified anatomical areas" or by "specified 

c. TER means a commercial establishment where, for any 
in an enclosed area with a capacity ofless than ten (1 0) 
pictures, videocassettes, slides, or similar photographic 

shown which are characterized by an emphasis on the depiction 
or description of "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas." 

d. D. ADULT MOTEL means a hotel, motel or similar commercial 
establishment which: 
1. offers accommodation to the public for any form of consideration and 

provides patrons with closed-circuit television transmissions, films, motion 
pictures, video cassettes, slides, or other photographic reproductions which are 
characterized by the depiction or description of "specified sexual activities" or 
"specified anatomical areas"; and has a sign visible from the public right of 
way which advertises the availability of the adult type of photographic 
reproductions; or 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 



'I 

2. (b) offers sleeping rooms for rent for a period of time that 
is less than twenty-four (24) hours. 

e. ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATER means a commercial establishment 
where, for any form of consideration, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, 
slides, or similar photographic reproductions are regularly shown which are 
characterized by the depiction or description of "specified sexual activities" or 
"specified anatomical areas." 

f. ESCORT means a person who, for a fee, tip, or other consideration, agrees or 
offers to act as a companion, guide, or date for person, or who agrees or 
offers to privately model lingerie or to pri a striptease for another 
person. 

g. ESCORT AGENCY means a person or 
to furnish, or advertises to furnish, 

ss::;;t.SS()CHltio,n who furnishes, offers 
primary business purposes 

for a fee, tip, or other ... v,_~.,~· ..... ~ 
h. ESTABLISHMENT means "'-"'"'•'"-~-_.·"-~~u'~'"' 

1. 

J. 

1. the opening or cornm_em~ert:l~i1,f',pt 
business; 

2. the conversion of 
3. the additions of 

4. 
neimirto-"''""'"''""'''"' a sexually oriented 

•-+><!t'Pr1 as an applicant on the 

~;fu;:;:=-=-=; +<-'"<~··-"" the appearance of a human bare 
taHi';''J:I~m~ue i'<>"'~'~"u", or female breast without a fully 

below a point immediately above the top 
...,..,_._.H"-L" in a discernible turgid state even if 

_ "'----"==-'=""-=~ "~"'""'"'-? ~ ... _. ind1 proprietorship, partnership, Limited Liability 
corno1ranon. association, or other legal entity. 

m. ~~~7=~=-~;!:...!._!~~~~~= means an adult bookstore or video store, 

n. 

en1:enainll11,t!Itr'es1:ab.listiiDI~nt, adult mini-theater, adult motel, adult motion 
or escort agency. 
MICAL AREAS includes: 

1. less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic regions, 
buttocks and/or female breasts below a point immediately above the top of the 
areola; 

2. human male genitals in a discernible turgid state even if completely and 
opaquely covered. 

o. SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES includes: 
1. acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or sodomy; 

2. fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic regions, buttocks, 
or female breasts; 

3. hlilllan genital in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal. 
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4. 

p. TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OR CONTROL of a sexually 
oriented business means and includes any of the following: 
1. the sale, lease, or sublease of a business; 
2. controlling interest in the business, whether by sale, exchange, or similar 

means; 
3. the establishment of a trust, gift, or other similar legal device which transfers 

the ownership or control of the business, except for transfer by bequest or 
other operation of law upon death of the person possessing the ownership or 
control. 

,,;ti*'~~~z) 
SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT REQUIREMENTS'f'In~addition to the requirement for 
Site Plan Review (Article XXV). . Ai';ri;IN:ffi;,~·,'} 
A. It shall be unlawful for a person to 0 et'tlf~:a sexu~}!y,: oriented business without a 

B. 

C. 

valid Special Use Permit issued b lanrung c'6~ssion. 
An application for a permit mu~ ade on a form ptb · ed by the Township of 
Whitewater. The Township of.,N''"'"' ewater must provide'; pplication. A 
sketch or diagram showing the conffgyration qfthe premis h eluding a 
statement of display area occupied by~l\e. b iJl~gs, must accotftpfipy the 
application. This sk , diagram nee > ; 'e professionally prepared if the 
building is already es ~~!:hW. the town ,, but it must be drawn to a 
designated scale or dra ''tfi?'' ed dimenst911s of the interior of the premises 
to an accuracy of plus or · · · ches. ''·i.~~'i'·., 
Applicatit>., . ermit s · eliver~~~to the Zoning 
AdmiBfs~taf' . pplican ive the following information 
on the1~ppJication 

1. The narne:>St!"eet ad address, if different, and driver's license 
,., . .q~Rer ofth¥~~~~1:f . · ::.4~/~he h '"' ,,pch a driver's license. 

···:~~i~~iet!mts:;~~eet~d.,·~~ss;rali~~ · dress, if different, of the owner(s), if 

The name ·t@:o~r which'the establis ent is to be operated and a general 
· .. description ()':ftftfl serviCe~Jp be provided. 

e telephonefiiib±ber oft~~>'establishment or, ifunavailable, the applicant's . 
.... ,.fldress and''f,~gal description of the tract of land on which the establishment 

is t&~ij~~cated. ;t~;i'~ 
6. All infdtffi.€1-tiop,;,'fi.~?essary to answer the requirements in subsection 5(A.). 

D. The fact thai:'~~~~~'fin?possesses other types of state or county permits and/or licenses 
does not exempt'liiin!her from the requirement of obtaining a Special Land Use 
Permit to run a sexually oriented business from the Township of Whitewater. 

E. The application shall be accompanied by the following: 
1. Payment of the application fee in full; 

2. Proof of current fee simple ownership of the tract of land on which the 
establishment is to be situated in the form of a copy of the recorded deed, land 
contract, or other instrument of conveyance; 

3. The lease, purchase contract, purchase option contract, lease option contract 
or other document(s) evidencing the legally enforceable right of the ownership 
or proposed by owners of the establishment to have or obtain the use and 
possession of the tract or portion thereof that is to be used for the 
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5. 

establishment for the purpose of the operation of the establishment, if the 
persons identified as the fee simple owners(s) of the tract ofland in subsection 
{ 4. E (2)} are not also the owners of the establishment. 

4. A letter from the owner acknowledging the building is to be used for a 
Sexually Oriented Business, ifthe applicant is not in fact the owner of the 
building or tract of land. 

5. Proof of application to Grand Traverse County Health Department, 
Construction Code, Drain Commission or Department of Environmental 
Quality or other agency for the required penWts, if applicable. 

F. The application shall contain a notarized stateni,~p~hmder oath that: 
1. The applicant has personal knowledge oftqe;Wfohnation contained in the 

application and that the information con '"''::',HL"'· ein and furnished therewith is 
true and correct; and . · · .... '' 

2. The applicant has read the provisiq~§~'Qfthis Artie . , (Site Plan Review). 
. . >6V ·~t0~1!1':o... 

ISSUANCE OF PERMIT: .. ·•• cl:;it:I~;,, 
A. The Planning Commission shalft~ijR!~ve the issuance of~ S~~9,!al Land Use 

Permit so long as the applicant corifo~s to e terms and 'c()ftditions of this 
%,f-.l .• <".'":-.. ,.' ' 

Zoning Ordinance sp~··' · cally Article'§'~. ·L He Plan Review . /he Planning 
Commission shall issti it within Nlp~s (90) days after receipt of a 
complete application ....... ' •. nd one of'il:t)n:e of the following to be true: 

~~--~~"i ',~,~~~~'i>.. 

1. An applicant is uri. · ~!1,,(18) yeats(" age. 
' ''';'>:;:~~i:~::-~:~':1-' 1< 

2. ~ffiif~aqt is over .•... ~in his;p~yfn~ntofta , fines, or penalties 
ssed tlg~il}st him J'ihup~§'~[ up6fil$'Wvin relation to a sexually 

.•. · .•• ,nted busrti~ss. Y~£:;·lf~?7 ····'JJ' 
3. An;applicanth.asfailed to"Ptl:lYide information required by this Ordinance 

or hiS';f~l~. · SW~fed a qu~~t!on or request for information on the 
lic~lp;:r: · >· . 'if~~.~ 

·· ' .: J?plic ... .ho has · enied a permit by the township to operate a 
seX:ti~.ilx; orieh eu.,business within the preceding twenty-four (24) months, 

-~·.:i;\:··: ~::%. >. ''{<~~:-: 

or whoey.~:permifEt,p:,:,pperate a sexually oriented business has been revoked 
,,<·,,:_*_,,· \_ ··-b:t;:::~;>of';-:::: 

within tn6,1p,roceediiig twenty-four (24) months. 
The perrriitJee required by this Ordinance has not been paid . 
.;;~e propo'Cl establishment is in violation of or is not in compliance with 

a:Qy·;Qf, revisions of the Whitewater Township Zoning Ordinance. 
7. ArY'~PB;. ant has been convicted of any ofthe following criminal offenses 

in anyJlirisdiction: 
a. prostitution, procuring a prostitute, or solicitation of a prostitute; 
b. sale, distribution or display of obscene material; 
c. soliciting, procuring or aiding and abetting an unlawful sexual 

performance by a minor; 
d. possession, sale or distribution of child pornography; 
e. public lewdness; 
f. indecent exposure; 
g. indecent conduct with a child; 
h. sexual assault or rape; 
1. incest; 
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B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

j. sexual solicitation of a child. 
The applicant shall certify, as a part of the application, that he/she has not been 
convicted of any one or more of the foregoing criminal offenses. 
The permit, if granted, shall state on its face the name of the person or persons to 
whom it is granted, and the address ofthe sexually oriented business. The permit 
shall be posted in a conspicuous place at or near the entrance to the sexually 
oriented business so that it may be easily read at any time. 
In the event that the Planning Commission determines that an applicant is not 
eligible for a permit, the applicant shall be given notice in writing of the reasons 
for the denial within sixty ( 60) days of the req~iFt9f a complete application to the 
Zoning Administrator. The applicant shall,jllt)f~;fo days from the date of the 
notice to correct the grounds for denial. ,,If1:tlj~$brrections are not made and notice 
of the corrections are not received in yvti{i,rtg to tfi' ownship within the 10 days 
then the denial shall be deemed to,,~~~ft;~·ffect. · ... ~. 
An applicant may appeal the de,gf~tolr~f the Planning C.bmmission regarding a 

.y.~:-.~~·~~-~~-~7/ -:-.,-_-< ~-\- • 

denial to the Whitewater TownsffiplZoning Board of Appeah by filing a written 
notice of appeal within twenty-one·t~D days aft~r the applia.;*' is provided with 
notice of the Planning .9ommission'?1r" · · 
The Zoning Adminis1fli!9r.~ay also tal( , .;c s necessary to re · · e a permit if 
he/she determines thatf~~~e~ttee gave fa ~~i~>{ misleading information in the 
material submitted duritlg'!hl:a~0 . tion pr<:ides&, 

,_- ·' - "'<,£_: ~':-- ~" 

6. INSPECTION:. · :;.;:r,..... .,\ .<? 'Ui~i'~~ 
An applicant or permi 9 "afFa11ow the To\Viishi .. · ·rig · ··strator or his appointed 

t_ -_=-A"':.=<:""'' ----,_~;~~ ,~~-=~t-_ ~-%t~---::>~,, -_/;;tf(\ig,:t<" ·--,~;:,-

representative to inspe£f!he premi[eS, of a sexli.4t!Y:;oHented b ess for the purpose of insuring 
compliance with the laW:~, y tim~;it is occupf€~fqr open for business. 

'';-~'~ ~--- /-~ 

>' J--,::-~· -;::\'-~~~i·,,., 

7. ~12§~:· ; :jiff::.. .. ' >· 
An anuW;J;fee for a sex'tt,;~~ orieq*~,;.,business ;~uwt·wm be assessed. This fee is to be used to 
pay fof'l~~liRost of the adrn[Jli§tratf<f¥"'' d enforcement of this ordinance. The Township Board 
will detennf'''· this annual fe'e.~:;,\ 

' ;; ,, ····. J:~·l\ 
8. ACTIO •· Q REVOK.EPERMIT: 
The Whitewater Tbwnship BoaiQ. •. ~hall take enforcement action, including the commencement of 

·y::f}:.~f?A __ ,)·-':·"=-"""! 

suit seeking revocatidn::£1f,,a p"~yWiP~ if any of the following occurs: 
A. A permitte~i)~~x9;~:false or materially misleading information in the application 

B. 
process. 

><- ---;;;. 

A permittee has been convicted of using and/or allowing the use of controlled 
substances within the establishment. 

C. A permittee has been convicted of prostitution or other activity fostering, 
promoting or otherwise facilitation prostitution, within the establishment or 
elsewhere. 

D. A permittee or employee of the sexually oriented business has been convicted of 
any crime of a sexual nature or involving sexual conduct or the solicitation 
thereof within the establishment or elsewhere. 

E. A permittee has been convicted of knowingly allowing a person under eighteen 
(18) years of age to enter the establishment. 
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F. There has been a transfer of ownership or control of an establishment 
without the prior consent of the Planning Commission, as required herein. 

9. TRANSFER OF PERMIT: 
A permittee shall not transfer his permit to another without prior approval of the Planning 
Commission, nor shall a permittee operate a sexually oriented business under the authority of a 
permit at any place other than the address designated in the application. An application must be 
completed by the proposed permittee prior to the transfer and reviewed by the Planning 
Commission for continued compliance with section 25.20B. 

10. LOCATION RESTRICTIONS: 
A. A sexually oriented business may not b~56p~ra~q,,within 750 feet of: 

1. a church, synagogue or regular pl~ee o(feJflsi.()us worship; 
2. a public or private element. "',Qr secondar)J''f§!~qol; 
3. a boundary of any resid Y'*' >foned district ot;ti!q:Y,:residential structure 

within or without a zon . a; · .. ;:• 
4. a boundary of a public par )§':,_ 

,:,· ;<L~~~A,_ 

5. a boundary of~ licensed day::qare ce 
6. another sexua!JY~9!:~ented busil1es~' 

B. A sexually oriented b~~Ii,es$;ro'!Y not be· din the same building, structure, 
or portion thereof, contai£i4lg'¥ii~gph~r sexua · ented business. 

C. F ~r the purpose. o~ this Or~~Th~nce;·ni~~~1Jrem~n 'f%~~~~ be made in a strai~ht line, 
w1thou:x~~~~ ·. ~tervenmgi~tructw:~.§.;,,.. ects,*ft~m the nearest portwn of the 
buildi11g\!{it:/ • ·· used as a'pa[tQ~ftlle p where a sexually oriented 
business\;~~ condu2¥ 0 the nea.t~~t[pfoperty 1 f the premises of a church, 

'f=--.-.-'}0 --~-:-"''·-:c·-~· .. y· 

synagogu~~):egular ce of worsli,j.p ... or public or private elementary or secondary 
~chool, or to'fthe. :p;t.l!ldary '~£!an affected public park, residential district, 

";;_rnt(:~:?':>__ ,-:,~~~-{~0 ;.:::it'·gt~!;'<-.. _ • ~~:Y:~~~\_ . . . . . 
·' · tbr::l!sglJ,~~d day;; ·centefiQEF ·~1~ structure m a non-residential d1stnct. 

p~~f For pllfi:>:q§ps of s ... ~~tion { 10'. . flhis section, the distance between any two 
· ·.:r~i>,, sexually ·gn~~ttd brtsiti,~~,ses shall e made from the closest roofline of the 

. \;;i}~,~~ructure in wbic~-each o~~~ess is located. 
'-~=;.""_-~.\..,. -'-,.·;·.'-;~ ,('r./ 

11. REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO ADULT ENTERTAINMENT 
ESTABLISHMENTS: 
A. A persot!;\~·:.ho o · " · tes or causes to be operated an adult entertainment 

establismneilt:RY-liibh presents live entertainment for the enjoyment of an audience 
which has p1l.id';or promised to pay an admission fee and which depicts specified 
sexual activities or displays specified anatomical areas, shall comply with the 
following requirements. 
1. Upon application for a sexually oriented business permit, the application 

shall be accompanied by a diagram of the premises showing a plan thereof 
specifying the location of one or more manager's stations and the location 
of all overhead lighting fixtures (indicating the type of illumination 
intensity of each such fixture) and designating any portion of the premises 
in excess of thirty (30) square feet of floor area. The diagram shall also 
designate the place at which the permit will be conspicuously posted, if 
granted. A professionally prepared diagram in the nature of an engineer's 
or architect's blueprint shall not be required, however, each diagram shall 
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be oriented to the north or to some designated street or object and shall 
be drawn to a designated scale or with marked dimensions sufficient to 
show the various internal dimensions of all areas of the interior of the 
premises. 

2. The application shall be sworn to be tme and correct by the applicant. 
3. No alteration in the configuration or location of a manager's station may 

be made without the prior approval the Township Zoning Administrator. 
4. It is the duty ofthe owners and operator of the premises to ensure that at 

least one employee is on duty and situates!, in each manager's station at all 
times that any patron is present inside, ennses. 

5. The interior of the premises shall b~ ·"' ured in such a manner that 
there is an unobstmcted view from''' ger's station of every area of the 
premises to which any patron)s:~g itteCl'~c~ess for any purpose 
excluding restrooms. Restr~<Jtits may not coi;\,l)!in video reproduction 
equipment. If the prem1§~~fJKs two or more fi1~~ger's stations designated, 
then the interior of the pr~itlises shall be configure ,,. such a manner that 
there is an unobstmcted Vie~Q,f each a~~~ of the pr .. ~to which any 
patron is perm~~d access. fof·~~·~P f,·,"' e; r:om at le~st' '" · ·'of the . 
manager's stat·· · , The view req · th1s subsectiOn must be by duect 
line of sight fr W<!nager' s s .· 

6. It shall be the d .&?:., iW~"' ers an o:~~~ator, and it shall also be the duty 
-./""-:--:'-~ --~. .,,,_,-~,,-Ah 

of anyagents andl~lhplo 1, ]:t?~.ent intl'\~:Jpremises to ensure that the 
view:~~a· ecified1Iij'rs,pbse .. ,,, .. ,.,}{J:!~.f'-(5J}!~f~mains unobstmcted by any 

ercharicU§y,,,. · y'racl<b~t other materials at all times, 
at no p~~ofii . permitted~atcess to any area of the premises 
designat~;&fa~ an area in which patrons will not be 

.. ...... ... permt · ~·app · catioir'fl d pursuant to subsection { 11 A(1)} of this 
~ll~t;:~}Jlrfr::~~~ti~h id);, ,Ah. ;; 

7. '<~~~~J?remis~~;:~hall be .,; .. E~ with overhead lighting fixtures of 
stiffi~~~pt infea~~:!Y to illuminate every place to which patrons are 
pern1itt~dacce~Y~t,an illumination of not less than one (1.) foot-candle as 
measureg''i,it the ti6of:level. 

8'5~:'\ , It shall beJl:l,e duty of the owners and operator and it shall also be the duty 
~~of any agent~ and employees present in the premises to ensure that the 
;·i!1UJ;pin~#()JI described above is maintained at all times that any patron is 
ptesep;f;.iQ.Hhe premises. 

9. The··~~~fuises shall meet all barrier free requirements and building code 
requirements imposed by the County Building and Inspections 
Department. 

12. EXTERIOR PORTIONS OF SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES: 
A. It shall be unlawful for an owner or operator of a sexually oriented business to 

allow the merchandise or activities of the establishment to be visible from a point 
that is outside the establishment. 

B. It shall be unlawful for the owner or operator of a sexually oriented business to 
allow the exterior portion of the sexually oriented business to have any words, 
lettering, photographs, silhouettes, drawing, or pictorial representations of a 
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13. 

14. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

sexual or explicit manner except to the extent otherwise permitted by the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 
Proposed signage shall not include animated or flashing illumination of any type 
and otherwise conforms to the requirements of Township Zoning Ordinance 
Article XXX (Signs). Proposed signage may contain only the name of the 
sexually oriented business and shall not include photographs, silhouettes, 
2drawings, or pictorial representations of any type. 
All off-street parking areas shall be illuminated during all hours of operation in 
accordance with Article XXIX (Exterior Lighting.,;Regulations) of the Whitewater 
Township Zoning Ordinance and shall othen.yi,~flje open to view from the 
adjacent roadway. di · 
A sexually oriented business may not he~.ye:'&uts~~e.speakers on the exterior of any 
buildings or anywhere on the outside,pf.tijei~ proge+ty. 

_,o. ~·Jf~t) ~ .. ···<;:,_:~::· ~ 

It shall be unlawful to allow ape ;,~ho is y 'Wger than eiglit~en (18) years of 
age to enter the premis~s of a sexually!~~~ien 'usiness at any tiitle that the 
sexually oriented busfil~~§:·!s open for gr~'1'""- · · 

B. It shall be the duty of t~e~O.Il~rat}~r of each ,.",<'A lly oriented business to ensure 
that an attendant is statiotj~p aH::!<tP:Jmblic ln~" ce to the sexually oriented 
business at all times duririg:~ych sex.Ul1Jlx orien . usiness's regular business 
hours. L~A·· · the duty 6t[fb:e atte~a~~·~o not a · any person under the age 
of eigl1te~tt: .s to entenc.lhe ~e:X;tl~Ily~·6 usiness. It shall be 
presuil{~~,!hat an a .. ~dant kne~.a,''[!er~on was tm er the age of eighteen (18) 
unleSS SU~lf:attend '»:C• sked for antt:waS furnished: 

a vMid:Ope. q!lliller6iaJ~;operator's or chauffeur's license; or 
valid'p~{"';:0 a 1 @i{t!U2~~i~h.;~~rtificate reflecting that such person is 

· · . . . · .. .ears of'flg~~~}oicter. 
propg};~.~ Sexualiy''briented Business will be posted on both the 

. w~if§:;>plearly visible to the public, indicating in lettering no 
· -hait~ches in height that (a) "No one under the age of 

perm~ttep to enter the premises" and (b) "No alcoholic beverages of 
emtitf.t::d within the premises" unless specifically allowed pursuant 

by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission. 

A. General requirements: In reviewing an application for special use permit for a 
sexually oriented business, the Planning Commission shall determine whether the 
following general standards have been met: 
1. that the applicant has met all the requirements for Article XXV (Site Plan 

Review) which pertain to one's application. 
2. that all required information has been provided. 

3. That the proposed use conforms to all specific density and setback 
regulations, etc. of the zoning district and Article XXV section 25.20 B. 

4. That the plan for the proposed use meets all applicable written and duly 
promulgated requirements of Whitewater Township for fire and 
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enforcement protection, water supply, sewage disposal or treatment, 
storm drainage and other public facilities and services. 

5. That the submitted Landscape Plan complies with this Ordinance. 'I 

6. That parking layout will not adversely affect the flow of traffic within the 
site, or to and from the adjacent streets. 

7. That the outdoor storage of garbage and refuse is contained, screened from 
view and located so as not to be visible from neighboring properties or the 
adjacent roadways. 

B. Specific requirements: To operate a sexually ori~nted business within the 
boundary of Whitewater Township the following specific reqtJi'{~thents must be met and agreed 
upon by the owner (s), applicant and operators of the sexually;Bfiented business: 

1. Hours of operation shall be limit,ec1t,g){~l:9P a.m. to 2:00 a.m. 

15. 

2. The proposed business will ngt, h~y~- a det:Qm~ntal impact upon the 
property values ofproperties~Jqcated withirtQ'~~,feet of such a proposed 
sexually oriented busin~ "'·'~ / "' ·. 

3. The proposed sexually()'_ ,t}ted business applicanf(~an have provided an 
exterior m~int~nance ?rogt~}o the Zonift. . dmi~strator, 

4. 

5. 

together With .. special use · .. ..• . sha . 4 .• ~wide for the 
routine and all parking are~,kd other 
portions of week. Continued 
adherence to shall be a condition to 

~'"'~c.nn~+ to this section. 
ienteqi\gu.siness establishment. It 

impose such additional conditions and 
mitigate negative secondary effect 

:;,:···~reasorlat)t~ ;docllll:n~nt<~c.h1:o eJLnflQal:e from sexually oriented businesses for 
and individual property rights of 

.......... ~¥.•"'-~ "'r""'"...n.owners, for insuring that the intent and objectives of 
observed. The breach of any condition, safeguard 

shaLU;';~Ien/e as grounds for revocation of the permit, after 
and an opportunity to be heard. 

It is a defense to this Ordinance that a person appearing in a state of nudity did 
so in a modeling class operated: 

16. 

1. by a proprietary school, licensed by the State of Michigan, a college, junior 
college, or university supported entirely or partly by taxation; 

2. by a private college or university that maintains and operates educational 
programs in which credits are transferable to a college, junior college, or 
university supported entirely or partly by taxation. 

NOTICES: 
A. Any notice required or permitted to be given by the Township or other agency 

under this Ordinance to any applicant, operator or owner of an establishment may 
be given either by prepaid, return receipt requested, addressed to the most recent 
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B. 

c. 

address as specified in the application for the permit, or transfer 
Application that has been received by the Township, or any notice of address 
change that has been received by the Township. Notices mailed as above shall be 
deemed given upon their deposit in the United States Mail. In the event that any 
notice given by mail is returned by the postal service, the Township shall cause it 
to be posted at the principal entrance to the establishment. 
Any notice required or permitted to be given to the Township by any person under 
this Ordinance shall not be deemed given until and unless it is received in the 
principal office of the Township. . ,Ji\~ 
It shall be the duty of each owner who is desig\'(~f~d on the permit application and 
each operator to furnish notice to the Townsliip2in writing of any change of a 
residence or mailing address. ·· . ···· " 

17. INJUNCTION: 
A person who operates or causes to be 
permit or otherwise violates this Ordinance ,,.~~·,~-.~c","' 
revocation of the sexually oriented business 1-''"'~j"~+~•>."" 
provided by the Whitewater Township Zoning 

18. SEVERABILITY: 
If any section, subsection, or clause 
otherwise invalid, the validity of the 

'"'!'"''~'"' .. ·~'"'"' to be unconstitutional or 
and clauses shall not be 

affected thereby. 

19. 
the provisions of the sexually 

the Township Zoning Ordinance, the 

~~-~"'~.,,~~ of vehicles on site impose a negative impact on 
""uvu .• ..., ... " or deliveries by vehicles having more than 

prohibited. 
2. offer for sale any article or service provided that the sale of 

shall not have a negative impact on the surrounding areas 
light, odors, etc. 

3. Hours of shall be stipulated by the Planning Commission. 
4. Signage size and number(s) shall be determined by the Planning Commission. 
5. Home Occupations shall only be permitted when endorsed by the property 

owner (if applicant is not the property owner). All application materials, 
site/plot plans and final conditions shall be authorized by the property owner. 

6. Such other conditions as may be determined by the Planning Commission. 
7. The occupation shall be required to submit an annual permit for administrative 

review. All annual permits shall be received by the Zoning Administrator by 
January 15. 

In the event the Zoning Administrator determines that the occupation no longer 
complies with the original approval by the Planning Commission, the applicant 
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will be required to submit a 
the Planning Commission. 

D. Commercial Campgrounds. 

revised application for special use approval to 

1. Commercial campgrounds shall only be allowed on parcels of 40 acres or greater. 
2. All requirements ofPublic Act 368 of 1978 regulating Campgrounds shall be met. 
3. Permanent cabins. 
4. Each dwelling or pad shall be provided water and sanitary service approved by the 

Grand Traverse County Health Department or have Ggnvenient access to approved 
service building( s ). ,s;f,0,';);/P 

5. The campground shall have access to an all seas2r1:~6ad, either public or private. 
6. All campgrounds shall be designed to blen1jJ1,itlf:t}le surrounding environment to 

the greatest possible extent. Buffers or s~ree.11iri.g 11la~~lJ~ required. 
7. Internal road systems shall be a mini _ri't»jpf20' travefWidth. 
8. Permanent residency is prohibited '"l)roperty with the·::· qeption of one 

residential home/office to be used · ... J. ccupied by the camp downer or 
manager and his/her immediate family~1rh.. · ... ~ 

9. Campsites or structures m(:ly be rented EyHg~ , ek or an ind.efiPft~ period of 
ti~. ~ 

10. No structures or campsite'· . ) 00 feet of a property line. 
11. Accessory/service buildings·, rage fadli~f~~ restrooms, kitchens, pavilions, 

etc. shall be allowed. =~=~,-~~--

12. Recreational¢· · · ts shall not 
regard to I1Qi~. ; 

13. As part oft,li,e,submitta etailed management plan for 
the campgr6Ulifi., The ri shall include continued compliance with the terms of the 
111.!:lna~~J:llent p1iin>cw4J~ Jlg~ing infoiwation: 

.. ·.·. ,,·:A.::?1P~·:Wtal nUIIIber o '(;'alli#~!t cap1p.s and accessory buildings proposed. 
B. Tiici·;qi~imuntp~rmitted.du:f ofresidency. 
C. Polides:!M~ enfo!-c~1llent proce ures to deal with noise, rowdy behavior and 

!J>t, similar niii$~Ce acti~iti~s. 
:~::f:pt;,_The hours ~~ft~easotis:tV.e campground will operate. 

Er;Disclosure of·· recreational elements. 
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28.00 ARTICLE XXVIII 
CONDOMINIUM REGULATIONS 

28.10 DECLARATION OF POLICY. 

The Whitewater Township Board of Trustees fmds and declares that condominium developers and 
owners are properly entitled to the same benefits and protection and are likewise obligated to 
conform to the same restrictions and standards applicable to all other types of development and 
ownership under the Township Ordinances. 

28.11 CONDOMINIUM SUBDIVISIONS. 
;,-, 

:~> "~ 
. ~;;./ '•';:'··, 

All condominium subdivisions, projects or developp:Xe:Q.ts" shall be sl,ibject to the review procedure 
and standards imposed by the Township Subdiyi~!Q'H/ Control Ordffiin:ce, the Township Zoning 
Ordinance and Grand Traverse County regulati9~>~rovided that in the Ca~e.pf site condominiums, 
each condominium unit shall be treated as a lot b~~·~~se ordin~~es with reS}?~~t to all building line 
setbacks, t¢nimum dimensions, density limits aria::~g!2:er re ~~ments of the'fzg,p.e in which the 
project is to be located. :' ?·L / t~j? 

Condominium units m~~,l1pt·:9·~ subdivid~~'\·.in su~h.;·{~t}Yay thar~e,n~ity standards, building line 
setbacks or other requjre-wentsQ:f' e zone in~which thtf'roj~ctor unitis located are not met. 

-~!~,t:::~~:-,- -, ~~;~~f~:f< -' ,, '-----, 
28.13 CONDOMINitJl\tl SUBDfwSION PL'AN~ 

· .---~-,·~;~\.. x:{&ih ·x-~>/\ 

•.•. ' .. ;f: :,, · ... Nl;,~?:~j\{~ffii:;•;.. . ,· ·~H:;;L 
The condo~l,l!Il·~l13.<fivisiori, J?I~!shaU;:wclgde hlk)he information required by Sec. 66 of the 
CondomW.illhAet (A~tl~Q.( P. A~J'f>78) inCtttdip~ft,~itt?plan which conforms with the requirements 
ofSectiop'f5.00 of the Wtrit~~aterTownship Zomng Ordinance (Site Plan Review). 

<-~/}o,,, 
,' ... ,.._ 'L;;.:,i,;:~>. 

,,,--, -·-:~',}::.._ ''•.)'•· ,<o ; ,- - ': __ ,~ 

~~r~~'-~~~~~h \<~:}?\ . 
28.14 RIGHT&~QF-WAY, ROADS, DRIVEWAYS AND PARKING. 

:-·:;_, :·,}, '(~--i~. 
'~;\ /~,.)';'-..,. 

All rights-of-way, iti~as, drive~~Js, parking areas and signage for vehicular control within a 
condominium project sh~kc(}tjforin with the standards established by the Grand Traverse County 
Road Commission, the To'Wp,shlp Subdivision Ordinance, the Township Zoning Ordinance and 
shall meet the requirements of the Fire Chief for access by emergency equipment. 

28.15 MOBILE HOME CONDOMINIUMS. 

Mobile home condominium projects shall conform to the requirements for mobile home parks 
established under the regulations of the Michigan Mobile Home Commission. 
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29.00 ARTICLE XXIX 

EXTERIOR LIGHTING REGULATIONS 

29.10 DECLARATION OF POLICY AND INTENT: 
The Whitewater Township Board of Trustees flnds and declares that the naturally lit night sky is an 
important aspect of our environment and a resource which contributes significantly to our quality of 
life by contributing to the public peace and to the health, and welfare of the residents of 
Whitewater Township and to its visitors, that to preserve and orotect 
essential, a public purpose and municipal affair for the T vvu,~J..UI>·L\LU 
flxtures to minimize light pollution which has a etn'ltm:nu:u 
research, amateur astronomy, and general enj 
and/or unwanted illumination of adjacent and 
to conserve electrical energy; and that is in ... ~.v .... v ..... ~ 
trafflc from dangerous glare and light pollution 

29.11 DEFINITIONS: 
(1) Automatic Timing 
fixtures or circuits. 

e': ;ciir-'tl · 
.imit~dtK .devices 
',''~~ ,-_-- ,_:_ ,...,_ 

totimti.6al.l' turns on an' ~j'lff outdoor light 
detectors are not considered 

~Ya. ... de·trirneiftal effect on the environment, 
UllllilaLIJu night sky or causes 

.tuuo.~uu of adjacent or even distant 

g ·ae,Yi,ce which is permanently installed outdoors, 
·fiffininate signs. 

-;; ;,, ~i.~~{f~:\ -;-~;,~;~;~~~>~:, __ 
( ';;;,:J:It-off ShieldlligH~tecfirll.q~~or method of construction which causes light einitted 
frocl;~;~:,;-putdoor ligh:t".fWUre to~:J3~-,projected only below and imaginary horizontal plan 
passingftllf211gh the ftx~~1pelow the light source . 

. "!~~,,~2-+ ·~;~i1\~ 
(5) Shielding:'fjp:general,~~permanently installed, non~translucent shade, cowl, hood, baffle 
or other constniction.wllg~lllirnits, restricts or directs light or the visibility of a light source 
to meet the standardS o.Pthis Article. 

'','bV 

(6) Security Lighting: such lighting fixtures and/or practices intended to discourage intrusion 
on the premises by unwanted persons. 

(7) Yard Lighting: such lighting flxtures and/or practices intended for the convenience, 
enjoyment and safety of a property owner or tenant or guest. 

(8) Light Source: the bulb which creates the light. 

(9) Motion Detector: a device triggered by motion and used to energize incandescent lights. 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 
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29.12 STANDARDS: 
A. Commercial and Industrial Zones and Land Uses: 

All outdoor light fixtures and lighting practices shall conform with either standard No. 1 or No. 2 
and with all of the remaining standards in this subsection: 

(1) All outdoor light fixtures shall have full cut-off shielding such that no light is emitted 
above an imaginary horizontal plane passing through;,. fixture below the light source 
regardless of type or wattage, EXCEPT for gas lighti,l)g ss tubes filled with Neon, Argon 
or Krypton, and small decorative fixtures such as p6t'~h! ts. 

(2) Baffles or shields shall be required as neede:~~2J:~at li IltSQurces are not visible beyond 
the property on which they are installed "'~o)nat direct light't~~~are not directed above a 
horizontal plane passing through the fi · and also so that veh:I~lt!qr and pedestrian traffic 
are protected from unnecessary and dangerous glare from th~'t·'*0fense light of directly 
visible light sources. . .. 

(3) Exterior lighting should 

a. using fixtures with 
efficient •.uu.u.!J:,_., ..... 

lighting criteria for safety and 

.. : ~ ~{ ~·-~,~~~ 
·-:,{ _...~ ....... , .. , only when necessary by means of automatic timing 

motion detection devices on security lighting. 

in outdoor light fixtures be turned off between 11 :00 p.m. and 

( 4) Sodium light ... ces shall be used for street lighting, parking lot lighting, and for 
security lighting when such security lighting is not to be energized by motion detection 
devices. Where feasible, low-pressure sodium lighting is to be encouraged. 

(5) All outdoor recreational facilities, including but not limited to tennis courts, baseball, 
football and softball fields, ski runs and trails, golf courses and driving ranges, shall be 
illuminated with fixtures equipped with full cut-off shielding as needed to direct and restrict 
light to the playing surface and playing air space as well as the immediate surrounding area 
and to eliminate glare in the night sky insofar as possible as well as unnecessarily reflected 
light in the immediate vicinity or on adjacent property. 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 
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(6) Floodlights shall be directed downward, shielded as necessary so that the light source is 
not visible from roads or adjacent property, and located and directed so that light is neither 
unnecessarily reflected onto adjacent property or into the night sky. 

(7) In addition to fixture design and shielding, architectural and landscape design features 
may be incorporated into an outdoor lighting plan to meet the requirements and comply with 
the intent of this Article. 

B. Residential and Recreational Zones and Land Uses: 
All outdoor light fixtures and lighting practices shall ...,u~uuJLU.,I.'''•,•~·I,ll following standards: 

(1) All outdoor fixtures shall have full cut-off "f!'-''<:+ ... ''u~">'»"'''u. that no light is emitted above 
an imaginary horizontal plane passing the light source regardless 
of type or wattage, EXCEPT for gas with Neon, Argon or 
Krypton, and small decorative fixtures 

29.13 REQIDREMENTS, LIMITATIONS 
A. Commercial and Industrial Zones Uses: 

(1) Searchlights, lasers or '"""'"·''"Fc'-~,, ... primarily to light the sky for 
advertising or entertainment "'''""""'<>'""' ru~e t>rOJllDl contrary to the express intent 
of this Article. 

be illuminated externally or 
of site plan approval. 

between one (1) hour after the close of 
<> r.n;a...,,,..,nwnt business on the following day except by 

site plan approval. All fixtures or circuits 
', be equipped with automatic timing device. If externally 

uuJ,uv .......... .,. advertising kiosks and information boards shall be 
with full cut-off shielding and such other shielding to 

structure face only and shield the light source from view of 
vehicular and adjacent property. If illuminated from the interior, 
signs, bill kiosks and information boards, with the exception of theater 
marquee-type have a dark background with lighter colored translucent (not 
transparent) lettering, and designs. Signs shall not incorporate any flashing or moving 
lights except as permitted under Article XXX, Sign Regulations. 

( 4) Quartz and mercury vapor lighting are prohibited because of the broad spectrum of 
visible light which these sources emit and because of the diffusive and reflective character 
of such light. 

(5) All parking lots in Commercial and Industrial zones shall be illuminated only when in 
use during regular business hours and thereafter only until the public and employees have 
left the premises. Approved security lighting will be permitted. 

JWHITEW ATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 
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(6) Entrance and traffic marker lights along access roads and drives, in parking lots and 
along pedestrian ways shall be sodium type and equipped with full cut-offshielding as well 
as shielding to keep the light source out of view of vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

(7) The use of non-conforming bulbs and fixtures in Commercial and Industrial zones shall 
not be permitted land use. 

(8) Outdoor display areas including but not limited to}~:tutomobile or equipment dealer 
display or storage lots may be illuminated during the,b.ghl£s7the business is open to the public 
or until 11 :00 p.m. Metal halide light sources111~Y;,~$. used provided such fixtures are 
equipped with full cut-off shielding and project oply::.the'~um amount oflight necessary 

/ ·{>:::_:,·, __ , 

for good visibility. ~,, ., "' \~ . 

(9) Lighting of building facades shall V.'-''>'•'*'"'1.u 

off shielding and additional shielding to .l"''l-'R.Ll.l'-' 

pedestrian traffic and adjacent property. 

(10) Security lighting shall '"'"''"h""''~t,rt 
adjacent properties. 

.. 

or shielded from road traffic and 

B. Resi~~~t~~:~!~r~~~~~,IT~~~~g detectors unless otherwise 
".~,/;f -_, ;-:-:_. ___ -,_~_ 

permitted as a.·?('Jndition d£~~~ plan ecurity lighting shall be directed 
away from and!of·spjelded fh)i:n road adjacent properties. 

(2))~:e~igepJj<¥, y:d·~; ~0.~~hrt~~b&a.,sodiuirl,light source in a fixture with full cut-off 
~h}~Jdffig:"&:!1ti·s§2t .. ~t· •• ·: ::"~. '":~' 

. "~~~-:~' -~~:-:':>- ''"> ___ . --~-·--~ ·, 
(3J~qY:artz and mercut¥. vapo .,,j~ting are prohibited because of the broad spectrum of 
visibl~ilight which theS:e?sources':'~@t and because of the diffusive and reflective character 

"< Yi-: _;._, · ~ ,-- -----~- "< f~.f.;:~:¢.,.. 

of such''ligl)t,: ;;:\ <IP 

• •• & it :~~-~-·~. ; ,, '\ 

29.14 APPROvE]ji:~TEruM1s: 
A. The provisions of thl~!'~i~l~/are · not intended to prevent the use of any design, material or 
method of installation, ~veil."i( not specifically prescribed by this Article, provided that such 
alternate has been approved by the Planning Commission and meets or exceeds the llluminating 
Engineers Society (EIS) standards. 

29.15 EXEMPTIONS: 

The following uses and activities shall be exempt from these Exterior Lighting Regulations: 

(1) Emergency equipment. 
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(2) Holiday decorations, provided that such decorative exterior lighting shall not include 
search lights, flood lights, stroboscopic lights, or lights which create glare or distractions 
potentially dangerous to vehicular or pedestrian traffic, or lights which create unnecessary 
and unwanted glare in the night sky. 

(3) All outdoor light fixtures producing light directly by the combustion of fossil fuels, such 
as kerosene lanterns or gas lamps, are exempt from the requirements of this Article. 

( 4) Voluntary compliance with the intent of this Artic;l¢ at any facility exempt from this 
.~·· ~ ',-::- .. '--y 

Article is encouraged. ;'fVL~;;+'V 

29.16 RELIEF FROM EXTERIOR LIGHTING REGVLATIQNS: 
Applications for relief from the regulations of this art~c~i;fu.ay be rii~4:e:to the Whitewater Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals. Any ruling granting t9Jief'shall contain all,c(mditions upon which said 
permit has been granted, including, but not IJ:riliteCl to, the effective "ddtes, times, locations and 
specifications of the lighting fixtures and plan pertfiitted. ''.~/· 

-.~:.'-:::--:-:~< 0 A,, '- -~~ 
';¥~> ,, A·.-:, ->-~L:-- -. 

~~e !.;,~r;!';.~!S~fthe staiutes, ']'\'f.)aws oftli~~i~ States of Am::~~ or the State of 
Michigan or the County of Grand Tra:v,,.e'cgfi;flict with ahy'o( the provisions of this Article, the 
most restrictive shall apply unless otherWi:t. qritre~,:b. law. · 

~ .·,·--;£. 

29.18 VIOLATION.ANDENFORCEm''T: . 

(1) It shall be unlaw~{~~rany p~;~~~to viola~~~y':ofthe provisions of this Article. 
'-::>:~~:.:~,~ ~; -,,, "{-; ': . %. ~:~~~ ~\._ 

(2) Any p~(~Qfi;.J,}y4£·§hall,.~§l~te;:~f:J~~~ision ~if.tNs Article shall be subject to the penalties 
specifi~~.~¢f~~~icU~::~ of thi~·qrdinanc~..... . •$1 

< >: l~~:~~~-~~~ )~f A • ·-~i:;:;;;::t;::,_•:_,> 
(3) The Zoijing Administratdj:;[qt; his agent is hereby empowered to enforce this Article. 

(4) The Zo:~~strato:~~0-s a~:~tthall notify each applicant for a Land Use Pennit that 
compliance with tli~; rovisions ~~ regulations of this Article is a condition of such Land User 
Permit. ·''2 · · W 

_----;:-----/ 

., ''';:.,,,,,j;~1,;~;,i 
29.19 SEVERABILITY:;;J:Y~iY 
If any provision, clause, sentence, sub-sentence, paragraph, section or part of this Article be 
adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgement shall not affect, 
impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the provision, 
clause, sentence, sub-sentence, paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in the 
controversy in which said judgement shall have been rendered. 
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ARTICLE XXX 

SIGN REGULATIONS 

30.10 General Provisions 

30.11 Purpose and Intent 
A. Safety. Promote the safety of persons and property by providing that signs: 

1. Do not create traffic hazards by distracting or confusing motorists, impairing 
motorists' ability to see pedestrians, other vehicles, or to read traffic signs. 
2. Do not create a hazard due to collapse, fire, or abandonment. 
3. Do promote the aesthetics, safety, health, welfare and the assurance of 
protection of adequate light and air by regulation of the 
posting, displaying, erection, use and uu.•J.JJ,~~-uw""'"' 

B. Public welfare. Protect the public 
economic value to the landscape and 
distinguishes the township. It is also 

"'"'·'""' ___ appearance and 
~nvrrorment that 

eCOIUOlniC well being 
aer>enaeru.:e, makes the 

.., ...... L.., ...... importance 
is heavily dependent upon the 
preservation of the environment 
to the township. 

30.12 Applicability 
This Article shall 

30.14 Definitions 

..... L,,u .. ,u.,, and corporations 
~o~''.u'"''· .. "r<!+uJ''·· premises located within the 

to be in conflict with a provision of 
· •· Health Article or Ordinance or Code of 

n'T<•v> .• ,.,.,,.,,rr "'"'H.~+L"' effective date of this Article, the provision which 
and protection of the health and safety of 

case a provision of any other Article, Ordinance or 
"'""""''"''"' existing on the effective date of this Article establishes a 

and protection of the people, the provisions of this Article 
....... ,,,c,=·•'-' such other Articles, Ordinances or Codes are hereby 

extent that they may be found in conflict with this Article. 

The following definitions will apply in the interpretation, administration and enforcement of 
this Article: 

"Agricultural Premises" shall mean premises used or occupied for the cultivation of field 
crops, truck crops, nurseries, orchards, green houses, woodlots, pastures, husbandry of 
livestock, poultry or small animals, or any activities of a similar nature. 



"Commercial Premises" shall mean premises used or occupied for transportation, retail sales 
or service businesses; wholesale sales facilities; apartment hotels, tourist homes or motels; 
or commercial recreation. 

"Construction Sign" shall mean a sign erected at a construction site identifying the 
architects, engineers, contractors or other parties responsible for a project, or identifying the 
intended purposes or uses of the building. 

"Development Entry Sign" shall mean a sign which iden( 
development or the developer or the type of residentf:I 
development, and which is harmonious in appearance \Yif . 

,f;-)--:-::-:· 

s the name of a residential 
structures included in the 

of the vicinity. 

~?~{i;~: ,_::·:~--~_;.. :{.::.._ 

"Directional Sign" shall mean a sign identifying 1:4¢''exit(s) ant1.e11trance(s) of premises, and 
containing only the name or logo of the premi~e~''Spinformationd~~ctional thereto. 

v'v'i' 

"Free Standing Sign" shall mean a sign theJ( 
building. 

"Height of Sign", except where ~~\~, de~med fiq;"·~: icl~, shall mean t · e maximum 
vertical distance from the uppe sre. . ty of a ""Stgt!,or Sign support to the average 
ground level at the base of the sign. ·· .. :~"' '+iJ . • •. 

,,_ -~:;·':J104\ . 

.. . -· 

"Institutional Pre ·· .. s" shall<;~~'t'interpre~J· 
'-~_<,<<-:-\- - ', .:. :- ____ ,,~-l<r 

upon which is situafecr;;~,publicu!qity or oth~ 
facility Y".Pl!P!Jc, priV~t~~ . . . · · 1 voc 

· · ··J<ga1t~D'~"Ebr 

••. .,..~c . ...,. .• ~,.,e~rior'light source. 

elude sue premises or portions thereof 
ublicly owned, operated, or administered 

al school, a cultural facility, including a 
ous or charitable facility. 

"Majq!{~;.~Hreet" shall td~CJP R~g{9n~ Arterial, Local Arterial, Principal Collectors, or 
Second"'"'!"'> ollectors Rouf~\ 

-~-~l~,z~= 

"Off-premises Sign'''\~c;c· .. ., 
commodity, service or ~8 
sign is located. 

· emises" shall mean premises used or occupied as residences 
oup housing. 

ean a sign which directs attention to a use, business, 
vity not conducted, sold or offered upon the premises where the 

"On-premises Sign" shall mean a sign which identifies the occupant of the premises or 
relates solely to the use, business or profession conducted, or to a principal commodity, 
service or entertainment sold, offered, or provided upon the premises. 



"Political Sign" shall mean a sign relating to the election of a person or persons to public 
office or relating to a political party or relating to a matter to be voted upon at an election 
called by a public body. 

"Pole sign" shall mean a type of freestanding sign that is elevated above the ground on a 
pole. 

"Portable Sign" shall mean any sign which by its description or nature may be or is intended 
to be moved from one location to another. 

"Premises" shall mean a unit of contiguous real property un9. ;common ownership. 
';j.v 

"Projecting Sign" shall mean any sign attached tc,r;'1j:X:~ ', .g which extends more than 
twelve (12) inches beyond any vertical surface btfllding'i'f% '"ch supports it. 

"Real Estate Sign" shall mean a sign 
part of the premises on which the sign is ----.• ..,c;t,,,_ 

"Recreational Premises" shall 
including parks, play areas, '-'-. ~ ..... ...,.,.,_.., 
and fishing areas, winter rec:reactiQn.at 
fairgrounds. 

"Roof Sign" shall .. = .. ·<ttk;u.J.':J;, 

extends above 

':+ 

sale, rental, or leas~ of the premises or 
,~ .... 

<t,>, 

for recreatig)t~l purposes, 
ools, bathing bea'Ches, boating 

areas, community halls and 

uUJ. .• -..~.5 and any part of which 
portion of the roof surface. 

display, illustration, surface or 
represented directly or indirectly upon a 

notice, motto or design, or which 
, person, institution, organization, or 

. public street, right-of-way, sidewalk, alley, park or 

"Surface shall mean the area expressed in square feet, within a 
single of straight lines enclosing the extreme limits of 
writing, rer>re~)entat(on.&, ..,,_uv.L"'H~., or figures of a similar character together with all material 
or color forming an . of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the 
background against .·· is placed, provided that: 

1. In the case of a sign designed with more than one (1) exterior face, the area shall 
be computed as including only the maximum single displayed surface which is 
visible from any ground position. 

2. The supports, uprights, or structure on which any sign is supported shall not be 
included in determining the surface display area unless such supports, uprights or 
structure is designed in such a manner as to form an integral background of the 
display. 



3. The areas of lamps, neon tubing or artificial illumination on walls of any structure 
shall be counted as part of the total allowable sign area. 

"Temporary Sign" shall mean a sign not constructed or intended for long term use. 
Examples of temporary signs include signs which announce a coming attraction, a sale or 
bargain, a community or civic project or other special events that occur for a limited period 
of time. 

"Wall Sign" shall mean a sign which is attached directlyt9, or painted, or otherwise 
inscribed upon a building wall. · (; ?' 

-=~':)~/ 

"Zoning Administrator" shall mean the officer or offlc~rs 6fi¥ ed, pursuant to this chapter, 
with the administration and enforcement of XbrdinanP~' d/or his duly appointed 
deputies, agents, employees, and inspectors. 

30.15 Signs Permitted - Single-Family 
A. On premises used or occupied as a "'"'"'rt>2.+c. ..... 

be permitted one (1) ill ... u ........ ~ ........ ,...,"'" 
foot in surface display 

B. premises (subdivisions, 
be permitted one (1) 
standing sign at each 

set back so that the face of 
existing right of way and 

surface display area of such sign shall 

there shall be permitted indirectly illuminated 
f\n •. nrP•mt•~P .. free standing development entry signs(s). The 

notexceed two (2) square feet of surface display area. 
exceea five (5) feet in height and shall be set back at least 

·---~-~.r existing right of way. 

30.17 Signs and Industrial 
A. Individual Development Signs allowed: 

1. Wall signs. One or more on-premise wall sign(s) with an aggregate surface 
display area not to exceed one (1) square foot per two (2) foot of building 
frontage. 

2. Free standing signs. One (1) on-premises free standing sign, directly or 
indirectly illuminated, shall be permitted. Comer premises shall be permitted 
one (1) free-standing on-premises sign on each major street frontage. Such 
signs may be multi-faced but shall not exceed forty-five ( 45) square feet in 



3. 

surface display area per face and shall be set back fifteen (15) feet from the 
nearest existing right of way. Pole signs shall have a maximum height of 
twenty (20) feet. 

Directional signs. Each premise shall be permitted one (1) directional sign 
located immediately adjacent to each exit, entrance or change of direction of 
vehicular or pedestrian travel. The sign shall not exceed five (5) feet in 
height and shall not exceed four ( 4) square feet per side. The sign may be 
directly or indirectly illuminated. 

B. Multi-Tenant Identification Signs .. 
1. One (1) on-premise free-standing sign. The •• ~i.&I!'tnay not exceed ten (lO)_feet in 
height measured from the grade at the prope, •J··:'•ejgtthe predominant grade of the 
property area including berms, and ... ·. · set b~iH£~~fjfteen (15) feet from the 
nearest existing right of way. Such · · be muiti.Jf.~~~,d and may not exceed 
sixty (60) square feet in surface · per face. ·: ··' 

30.18 Signs Permitted -

A. Agricultural be permitted wall or 
free feet in surface 
display -two (32) square feet of 
surface exceed 1 0) feet in height. The signs 
shall be or facility on the premises and shall 

'n~~,~~ed,end signs shall be removed immediately 

ecreation :Sii<:J... On recreational or institutional premises 
tbere shall be pbrilii,tted of five indirectly illuminated wall or free standing 
''~tBPlemises signs~i)qtto fifty (50) square feet in surface display area in the 
aggt'&ate and no on~)~ign to thirty-two (32) square feet of surface display 

cc·f'h, ' ..• 
area. ·CSJ;l~b- signs sha ·• 'ot exceed ten (10) feet in height. The signs shall be located 
at the ert~~£eway o tructure or facility on the premises and shall be set back at 
least twelveitl. feet . m the nearest existing right of way . 

. ~. .-- - -,~ ,-___ ;,." 

30.19 Temporary Signs~ 
The following temporary signs shall be permitted in accordance with the regulations 

herein. 
A. Grand Opening Sign 

A new business, as part of its start-up phase, may use a temporary sign for up to 
forty-five (45) days, not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. 

B. Portable Sign/Banner Sign 
One (1) portable sign/banner sign is permitted in the C-1 district per premise at any 
given time, but in no case shall it remain in place for six (6) non-consecutive 



fourteen (14) day periods per calendar year, not to exceed thirty-two (32) square 
feet. 

C. Civic and Charity Signs · 
Permission for civic and charity events shall be permitted by the Planning/Zoning 
Administrator. 

30.20 Temporary Off-Site Sign(s) for Advertising the Sale of Agricultural Products 
including Agritourism. 

Up to four (4) temporary, off-premise, way-fmding signs may-shall be permitted that direct 
travelers to seasonal sales of agricultural products and related activities. Said 
signs shall conform with all state and county):e~lations and shall be placed 
on private property with permission fro)Jlth'" ;;~operty owner(s). 

Signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feete,atsh.>Sign ·.:ail be removed immediately 
following the end of the appro ~j~eason. ·<~J;:;}:,< 

Temporary Off-Premise Agricultural 
property owners. 

All signs shall bear the name, 

30.21 Signs Not Regulated. 
The following signs, as in this 
requirements of 
construction. 

inch.id~d; .. shall be excluded from the 
. ~H~ not require permits for 

A. One (1) wall '"~">H'""'· .. "' 
display 

... exceeding four ( 4) square foot in surface 
"~ .................. u....,, ...... U.,.f or building name. Such signs shall not 

be colmn~a·1.n ~"' . ..,,;;~~~~ · Such signs in excess of one (1) 

B. Any 
such signs 
permitted on 

be •·p~,t:QJ.Ittea as part of the total sign display area 

erected or displayed by any public agency, 
.. ,.,, .... u .. , ... against the number of signs or against the total sign area 

e'P.(¢1llis~~s llJLVY.Lll'-'U. they are located. 

C. Free standing . signs indicating "No Parking", "Fire Lane", "Entrance" and 
similar wording when · · signs are required to be erected by a public agency. Such signs 
shall not be counted against the number of signs or against the total sign area permitted on 
such premises, provided they do not exceed three (3) square feet per sign. No license shall 
be required for such sign if approved by the Zoning Administrator. 

D. Signs existing on the effective date of the adoption of this Article which are maintained 
by a church, school, community center or other public entity. 



E. Vehicle mounted signs which are either painted or permanently attached and denote only 
the products, business or services offered by the owner of the vehicle. 

F. Memorial signs or tablets denoting the name or date of erection of a building when cut 
into any masonry surface or when constructed of bronze or other incombustible material. 

G. Flags bearing the official design of a unit of government, educational institution or civic 
league or organization, fraternal benefit societies, order or association or any organization 
operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary or educational purposes. 

iifh!>, 

H. Signs not exceeding two (2) square feet which contaiJ:\'t~i\ly non-commercial messages 
including designation of restrooms, telephone location o(<ifQ:ebtion of door openings. 

'·\'·;\;!/"';;:., 
I. Seasonal decorations and community event sigits 'W,li:ich adt~rt!se public entertainment or 
events of public interest, providing the placwgl1[hf.the sigrJ~$ll!l:ll be approved and the 
locations designated by the Zoning Adminisg~t~r;tv'These signs slihl!):emain in place for not 
more than twenty-one (21) days before ahfl!~~even (7) days after ffiti> vent and may not 
exceed ten (1 0) square feet in area. ;,;J~i"'; .. 

,,_, -~--,~-:'""'"" 

J. Parking information signs c,.~:fl!ft,!ning only "'a· 
vehicular warning and control rrt~t~?lJ:8~~uch signs . 
more than three (3) square feet and sliall rtQ~~,x;eeed five 

11;,\74~~~·~· 
K. Parking reservation ~i~not excee 
not exceeding thre 3;feef$\ eight. 

~p 

~"information or edestrian or 
<<>•• 

have a surface display area not 
eet in height. 

surface display area and 

L. One double-fac ~;~~e standipg or wall· ,,, ction sign with a maximum limit of two 
(2) signs per premis~s,J~\Abje~tJtd.ith.~ height·,'~~ clearance limitation applicable to said 
premi~es }~j:lef1llanerit¥' ,;;· 't(subj~{l~to thel<;>}I.pwing restrictions: 

_ _;, ,~~ '=~~= ~- =- '; '-"-, ··.,u _. ~,:-; ;-~\,;t:~~-::~::,_ -----~'-~ . '"~~: :; ~::_,~ 

(~;·:[;!:11. ConstfU.c 1 ,,;,j9ils m',~.,t~~identi;{aiiftict shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet 
· ':£ill,.~urface displa'§;j'~~a pe?'i''"'· .. and shall be set back at least fifteen(15) feet from the 

ricifre~t existing righfgf wa . . . 
·~,F~ml~. ;r 

2. Consiw~tion sign · all other districts shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet in 
surface display are ... :.a.JJCl shall be set back at least· one (1) foot from the nearest 
property lirie;!~ .. , .~:,h/ 

-, -~i~~~:-i~~~~i~=-~ 

3. Construction signs shall not be permitted in any district for more than thirty (30) 
days after issuance of the occupancy permit. 

M. Political signs not exceeding three (3) in number per premises and not exceeding six (6) 
square feet in surface display area or three and one-half (3 1/2) feet in height per sign if not 
displayed for a period in excess of thirty (30) days prior to, and if removed within two (2) 
days after the election for which they are erected. All signs shall bear the name, address and 
telephone number of the person(s) responsible for the sign(s). 



N. One (1) wall or free standing real estate sign provided that such signs are removed ten 
(10) days after the sale, lease, or rental of the property upon which erected, subject to the 
following further conditions: 

1. Real estate signs in residential areas shall not exceed six ( 6) square feet in surface 
display area per face and shall not exceed three and one-half (3 112) feet in height, 
and if free standing shall be set back at least fifteen (15) feet from the nearest 
property line. 

2. Real estate signs in commercial areas shall not exce~d fifteen (15) square feet in 
surface display area per face or exceed ten (1 0) Je'~(ili height and if they are free 
standing shall be set back at least fifteen (15) (e~{£f6m the nearest existing right of 
way. 

·:'t? 
0. Signs maintained by a political subdivisionof~ State ofMlc . · ~-

<S:i·~j)~;r '"Y;;,f~:,, 
P. Signs which do not contain any illustrati6ti(Q.L communicate any messag~ other than time, 
temperature, barber poles or market quotations: · '~ 

Q. Development entry signs i · ·i11g the narri· •·' gle and two fam1 residential 
developments and any developme ieli·•··ii~·~i locate ',u,,,'g?ent to the public right of way 
which is located and maintained p"·'·' arif · yalid pefiW!>.~uthorized by the Township 
Planning Commission. ''<I~;~;-. 

R. One wall or fre~-~tandin "· . om~:~d@p(ltion where permitted which 
shall not exceed fo\lf{~} squar~;~eet in surfac~.-~ play area~'6+£ five (5) feet in height and be 
of a character in keepiJ:lK:with t ' ;: eighborhooo)';\ 

;---~--->- L -,o:-:~>·- ~,,,_,~ 

~., >' ,,- -- ·,. " 

/;}~~l.~i~ . >t~~,. • -- , ,:_- ,-"- ,--

30.22!~:$Igns · W~!ted · " 
Un1t)§~l;'otherwise"7il(ff:mitted by~,flllY 
constfucted, erected, ot?"'· . tam~tB\t. 

, -:--.-: c-;-,-;o:~--:·. 5.>,,}<.,__'-~2-~';:~\ 
-:-:}, 

of this Article no s1gn shall be 

A. Which''pti:rpS'rts to be, i~''~imitatidn6f, resembles an official traffic sign or signal which 
bears the wor~_:f:i:~top", "Go.Slbw", "Caution", "Danger", "Warning", or similar words used 
in traffic controH~ra'l;.. ,;f. 

B. Which by reasonci'tih{~lie, location, context, coloring or manner of illumination may be 
confused with or construea as a traffic control sign which hides from view any approved 
traffic or street sign or signal, confuses or misleads traffic, obstructs vision necessary for 
traffic safety or distracts from visibility of traffic signs. 

C. Which consists of posters, pennants, ribbons, streamers, strings of light bulbs, spinners, 
and elements creating sound except seasonal decorations and community event signs. 

i I 



D. Which has any visible moving part, visible revolving parts, visible mechanical movement 
of any description or other apparent visible movement achieved by electrical, electronic or 
mechanical means, including intermittent electrical pulsations. 

E. Signs, other than those described in 30.21(16), which incorporate in any manner any 
flashing or moving lights. 

F. Which is structurally unsafe, constitutes a hazard to safety or health by reason of 
inadequate maintenance, dilapidation or abandonment, is not kept in good repair, and is 
capable of causing electrical shocks to persons likely to co ,ifl contact with it or vehicles 
colliding with it. 

£ :---:~ 

G. Which obstructs the ingress to or egress from ai;g[Jif~~tJ4oor, window, fire escape or 
other required exit way. ' 

,·,::._ 

I. Which consists or is part of an outdoor met§.h{ltldise ... lay not scr€~~~.~ from public 
streets or adjacent residential pro · ·. }) 

J. Which is a projecting sign. 

L. Which is not e,x~t 

M. Which is mouilt~4:i~en a~;t~~~cle 
right-of.:.way;,when such\fe,b.i .,., ... · 

. '- -- ' '.". ,,.(:_,_,;;.:_-~ 

,:,Jt~i\iKr: :=~~;:':.: -\~~,_;:_2 

N.;;W,W'81lis an of 

W~!~~, y · tt", . 

parkec{\,on private property 
for tfi~)P1!:fPOSe of display. 

-,\t~~~~ 
,'-)-

or within a public 

· allowed within this Article. 

30.23 EXi~ting Signs ""· >\. · }'> 
Any existili&~s,ign on the effec,ive dat~bfthis Article or any amendment thereto, which does 
not at that tirtie}pqmply with aWpf the provisions thereof including any amendment: 

.v,;:,: t 

A. Shall not be cha11g~g,to w'i~ther type of sign which is not in compliance with this Article. 
0,~G:~~,~~ry · 

B. Shall not have any changes made in the words or symbols used or the message displayed 
on the sign unless the sign is designed for periodic change of message. 

C. Shall not be structurally altered so as to prolong the life of the sign, change the shape, 
size, type or design of the sign. 

D. Shall not have its face or faces changed unless the sign is brought into conformance with 
the requirements of this Article or unless the sign is an off-premises sign or billboard 
constructed to permit a change of face. 



E. Shall not be re-established after the activity, business or usage to which it relates has been 
discontinued for a period of ninety (90) days or longer, unless the business is of a seasonal 
nature. 

F. Shall not be re-established after damage or destruction if the estimated expense of 
reconstruction exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the appraised replacement cost as determined 
by the Zoning Administrator. 

G. Shall not be placed, maintained or displayed by anyone oth~:r than the person who owned 
the premises on the date of adoption of this Article. . ..:('1~';{:;:; 

r~ ... ~tf..'}/ 

_-;> ,'~--~_::··-~<~~'-. 
H. Shall not be placed, maintained or displayed by anY:per8op. on or after December 31, 
1999. 

· .. ,/ ...... 
-~ ''?~" 

Additional Signage By Special Use '\. :;;;,, 
In order to permit creativity in develop .J throughout the ToW#~!llR• the Planning 
Commission shall have the authority to pe~)~.additio:g::th .signage, hlc ing additional 

.. ,,,.-~··>-:;>... .·fl.·',-">·:·'--:>--$ 

square footage, and in general, .. to '1:}};'"·~: (:f,~<Vsign permit ie · ements, by 
special use under Section 25.2 . an applican . W6r owner submits an application 
containing a complete sign adcis~~sing all i~:;tge proposed on the site and 
structure(s). Applications for use#tiJnder this s~6f n shall also contain, at a 
minimum, the followin .. · ormation: ... 

A. 
B. 

11. 

-..-..,._ 

:/>--' . . 
stgn or stgns. 

or exceeds the criteria for 

building and the surrounding uses in 
terms of architectUial, cpmpat1 . . bulk, quality of materials and overall 
appearance~ "W!ih an e!Jiphasis on maintaining or improving the existing fabric of 

::,the streets ar{dJor·ueighborhood. 
·;.:}j~_;:~:~:tt~ --~{::~~{~~~ . ,,. \:: _) 

siga.~,~hall be co~lf:ucted in such a manner as to ensure the longevity of the sign 
and fh~t$~.fety of ' ~general public. 

··,~r~t 

The Planning Commiss . .;s all decide applications under this section in accordance with 
the the following procedhf~s and criteria: 

A. Signage shall be reviewed for consistency with the building and the surrounding uses in 
terms of architectural compatibility, mass, bulk, quality of materials and overall 
appearance, with an emphasis on maintaining or improving the existing fabric of the 
streets and/ or neighborhood. 

B. Signs shall otherwise meet the requirements of this Ordinance. 



C. Signs shall be constructed in such a manner as to ensure the longevity of the sign and the 
safety of the general public. 

D. The Planning Commission shall have the ability to approve the sign or signs as 
presented, to deny the application in whole or in part, or to approve the application the 
conditions relative to the sign or signs. 

E. Owners or applicants who are aggrieved by the Planning Commission's decision on 
special uses under this section may appeal the decision to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

30.25 Conflicts 
There any provision of the statutes, codes or laws oftheUhited States of America or the 
State of Michigan or the Cmmty of Grand Trave;rs~:;,9chitJ~Pt with any provision of this 
Article, the most restrictive shall apply unless otherWise· requfreg>py law. 

30.26 Violations and Enforcement . . ... >~~:> ' ~~)':~'">: 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to viola.t¥any of the provisions ()filji§Article. 

<~' ,~-::,}·>, ' ;---_:,-'--.,_ 

B. Any person who shall violate ap.y provision ~f~S-·... ~f~~~hall be subjecttq_tp.e penalties 
specified tmder Article XXI ofthiS,Qrd" ' " 

C. The Zoning Administrator or his;dg empoW(1J;ed to enforce this Article. 
-<···: 

D. The Zoning AdmW{~t~!b).:.·gr his ageh . hall np 
that compliance \\Tlfli:~tile reg{ii~11 ns ofthis~::n •.:' 

, __ --- __ ; <r •' ':-''•-'.• 

;; -~ 

c,ltapphcant for a Land Use Permit 
c rtdttion of such Land Use Permit. 

E. The Zoning Ad~~~tor 9fh!.s.~gent sh~ll}~move improperly placed signs, contact the 
listed O)VN~r;;:~cl store said sign($) ~tWh!tewate~(Jownship Hall for a period of 7 days, after 
whicJ1:ilie)E:wi1ltbe·::disposed nf.-/ · • · t;~ >· :;~~; 

.',.:~.:~~.r~.,-~J$~1' ·--~ ;~c--~-=~:;=_;~~,--~ - --· --. -------- - _,_ 
. , .... " <t.:~;\Uj})>=-,. 

30.27.~~verability *f•:),_ ·~···.·· 
If any pl:<:}yi~ion, clause, 's~~tence, sti~..;syntence, paragraph, section or part of this Article be 
adjudged by_';any court of tg)ppetentl.Jfuisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not 
affect, imparr~f:.i.r!validate the.r~mainder thereof, but shall be confmed in its operation to the 
provision, clatis¢~-~~~1~ntenc(!;,'·;s,hb-sentence, paragraph, section or part thereof directly 
involved in the conti;()yersy:;Lri:}Vhich said judgment shall have been rendered. 

.. "':::};';~;y 



ARTICLE XXXI 

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 

ARTICLE 31.10 PURPOSE, AUTHORITY, APPLICABILITY, AND 
PROCEDURES 

The purpose of a Planned Unit Development (PUD) is to preserve large tracts of intact 
open space land in order to maintain the rural landscape and environmental resources of 
Whitewater Township by allowing planned unit developm~i~>~tandards. This. Article is 
adopted pursuant to MCL 125.286c and MCL 125.286d ·. ~ Rall apply only m the A-1, 
RC, R2 and R3 Districts. 

31.11 Conventional Developments 
Conventional developments are those that ar . 
conventional development requirements w; • 
protected open space. The Township disc6 
detract from the Township's rural landscape 

31.12 Planned Unit Develo1&;~ 

ply with the 
ermanently 

"ent where it may 
i'~~t· 

The Township encourages the us' . 
1
't", ed Unit De 

conventional developments. Planne · ;tv~,l?pment · ·.:!!' units to be clustered on 
those portions of a prqp .. most sui ., for ae~e · ment, Jitlt;Jleaving substantial 
portions as undevet9it~ .1!~, space. :P1~ed .. ~¥. ffi~fit§ also may include a 
variety oflot siz~~~langmgF ·~:.tJarge f~}:~ . all .. ,~ge-size lots. Planned unit 
development resuft~;h;l the pre~"' < ation ofcQ guous open space and important 

>o,',,_,_,~'"*~ -, __ 

en~ironmental resoure{~~t~hil \\ling corn f&g~ development, more walkable . 
neighbq):h,gqg~d!Pd more .. lf!. ,,J:icm, conve.I!t1onal developments. Planned Umt 

_::i-~f~-~~'-._N;:/- .}'--_:"'/'(;_J-'-:,- <<·-. 'v'·.-/!-< .,,_,::-v·'f"%'10-"-0:~;;'--_ ;,;v·'<_·'¥} 

De;:;~J~ppe~ts;l:~.· · o.~y··~·'·tftJ:J~t of du~~i~~! tfl!ee or .more homes that share lot, par~el 
or ~}.~sumt lmes. No ~2)11t1guo,;, land shalht:q}ibe considered open space. Planned Umt 
Develo" ments must satts. the s . ds in Sections 31.20 and 31.40. 

>&:~ '3 

31.21 ation 

ARDS FOR PLANNED UNIT 
OPMENTS 

The maximum density allowed for residential units is calculated by a formula based upon 
the "net" acreage of the property. 

A. Density calculations shall be based on contiguous parcels of land. Ifthe 
parcels are not contiguous each tract shall be a separate application (road 
right of ways do not break continuity). 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 



B. To determine the net acreage of a piece of property verify with Section 
31.41 that your property has conservation value then subtract from the 
total (gross) acreage of the site the total acreage of all the existing road 
right-of-ways. 

C. To determine the number of allowable residential units on the site, divide 
the net acreage by .92 in the AI District, by 4.0 in the RC District, .27 in R-
2 and R-3 District. Fractional units shall be rounded up if .5 or greater and 
rounded down if less than .5. If the intent of this Article is met and 
Whitewater Townships private road requirements are used, the Planning 
Commission may also allow for additionalJo,fSJ,Qr units up to 15% of the 
gross acreage. ~{gfi!Jr 

D. For parcels that are located within ,,~~'-
be made separately for the portion,p each district. This 
dens~ty may then be combineq;~~tHstribut~d ;;Jr~~e :mthin the parcel, 
provided that the plan prote ·· ·· n space With conseJ,;y~twn value (see 
Section 31.40). ., 

31.22 Types of Residential 
The allowable residential units · · 
and R-3 districts, two-family in 
districts, provided that applicable 
unit development may 
approval oro1ces:ses 
concurrently in on<~nroc:ee111 

. ...._. .... "'-'"'~1-'•.u sewage disposal services or water supply: 
""""'.uu .• 5:~.,v~uu''~""u"u may allow for lots or units to be a minimum of 

<:n·.> ·tP.Pt with 100 feet of road frontage. 

C. municipal sewage disposal services or water supply: The 
lan11iJ:lg "''Y~~~u .• ..,sion may allow for lots or units to be a minimum of 

S'QUtafe feet in area with 80 feet of road frontage. 

D. With common or municipal sewage disposal services and water supply: 
The Planning Commission may allow for lots or units to be a minimum of 
8,000 square feet with 50 ft. of road frontage. 

E. The applicant shall submit proposed setback requirements if they deviate 
from the required setbacks in the zoning district. 

F. The above minimum requirements are subject to Health Department 
approval. 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 
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G. Larger lots or units may be required for multi-family dwellings. 

31.24 Minimum Preserved Open Space 
Since the major purpose of a planned unit development is to preserve open space, all 
Planned Unit Developments shall preserve at least 50% of the parcel(s) as open space in 
the A-1, R2 and R3 districts, and 80% in the RC district. The requirements for 
preserving such open space are described in Section 31.40. 

31.25 Open Space Land 

Preserved open space may be included as a portion of one QThlwore large lots. Such open 
space may be owned by, private landowner(s), a non-Pt:s>fi!;9rganization, the Township or 
another governmental entity, as provided in Section :};IA' · <f? long as it is protected from 

development by a conservation easement. "'~ -~~]v' . ~ 
The required open space land may not includ ~d Within a · 't;pwcel or a site condo 

unit. -~~y 

31.26 Arrangement of Lots or Sites 

31" 

7 

·'>· ,-b~ 
· :·:t';f)of conserv~h~i~:V~lue and 

t shall comply witH applicable 
.(lt/fm Design for Subdivisions 

e sam~ f';tst;,_ t with similar designs 
,;\ copy of the publication 

designed to stand alone. Each phase shall 
n space in relation to the acreage being 

All in ,;~tructure shall ,,~~~gpro ·'f~Grand Traverse County and any other entity with 
jurisdicfiq .. rivate road ii~yilopmet'i~~all follow the Whitewater Township Private 
Road Ordmap:~;~. Drainage;1sX~ctures such as detention I retention ponds shall be 
designed to hlen~:~ith the l@qscaping features of the project. 

';\1f"fk JiiV i 

31.29 Recreatiori~if'· ··· Ifif/ 
'.2 _-_-~;;~~f! 

Recreational areas are . r;F ended to be incorporated in a portion of the open space in 
order to create a park like setting. Paths for walking throughout the open space are 
required in a planned unit development. Outdoor basketball or tennis courts that create 
impervious surfaces may be allowed in 10% ofthe required open space in the planned 
unit development, structures such as buildings are not allowed in the open space. 

31.30 ASSESSMENTS 

The Planning Commission may require an Environmental Impact Statement, Traffic 
Impact Study or any other assessment to ensure the public health safety and welfare of 
the Whitewater Township residents. 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 



ARTICLE 31.40 PERMANENT OPEN SPACE 
Open space set aside in a planned unit development or as a condition of any Special Use 
Permit or Site Plan approval (see Article 25.00) shall be permanently preserved as 
required by this Section. Land set aside as permanent open space may be included as a 
portion of one or more large parcels on which dwellings and other structures are 
permitted, provided that a conservation easement is placed on such land pursuant to 
Section 31.43 below, and provided that the Planning Comm~ssion approves such 
configuration of the open space as part of its Subdivision,$p?cial Use Permit, or Site 
Plan approval. Any development permitted in connectj,()frlWiTh the setting aside of open 
space land shall not compromise the conservation v p~"such open space land. 

~~{~:t 

31.41 Conservation Value of Open 
The open space protected pursuant to this u."''~g\;J'U 
which may include recreational, historic, 
or other natural resource value. Examples v•··~,<!:'~.~·'"' 
in active agriculture, large areas of contiguous· · 
and scenic areas including m' noon 
Wetlands are considered to have 
calculation. Land of conservation 
density in Section 31.21. 
protected open ~ ... ~.-..,..,.,.. 
values protected'+', '"'""·u'"' 

31.42 

31.43 

and labeled on the final plat or Site 
.J:riaLn.a;getnei'i,t, .. r,neth~)q of preservation, and the rights, if any, 

land. The plat or Site Plan shall 
is reserved for open space purposes, 

uv ........ v_.... •. _ .... ..,,,..,u.v"'•·•"" recording information for any conservation 
",.,.'''"'"''""'.t" '"'""'"'"""'·rl to be filed to implement such restrictions. 

A. easement restricting development of the open 
.LUJ:J ..... ~~· .... allowing use only for agriculture (not including structures), 

forestry, · protection of natural resources, or similar 
conservation purposes, pursuant to MCL 324.2140-2144, shall be granted 
to the Township, with the approval of the Township Board, to a qualified 
not-for-profit conservation organization acceptable to the Planning 
Commission (see section 31.44). Such conservation easement shall be 
approved by the Planning Commission and shall be required as a condition 
of municipal approval. The Planning Commission may require that the 
conservation easement be enforceable by the Township if the Township is 
not the holder of the conservation easement. The conservation easement 
shall be recorded in the office ofthe Register of Deeds prior to or 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 



31.44 

simultaneously with the recording of any final plat or Master Deed in the 
office of the Register of Deeds. 

B. Access roads, driveways, water supply wells, septic waste disposal 
facilities, local utility distribution lines, trails, temporary structures for 
outdoor recreation, are permitted provided that they do not impair the 
conservation value of the land. The conservation easement shall prohibit 
residential, industrial, or commercial use of open space land. 

C. A development rights easement under MCL 324.36101 et seq. may be 
substituted for a conservation easement for PYUJOSes of this Section 31.43 
only if its term is perpetual. ,, 31~;)? 

,· ;·:;; ;>,;f' 

Ownership of Open Space Land ,," f~\L ~l'l"" 
A. Open space land may be dedicated,tdirfownship'}~ounty, or State 

~, Y: ,,,, >lL 
governments, home owners a~§Q~iation, private''O~yrship, transferred to a 
non-profit organization acc,~pf~bl~ to the Planning'C:9'tmnission or held in 
such other form of ownership:as,, the Planning CommiS'~!Og,finds adequate 
to properly manage the open sp~c~Jand protect its~!g11servation 
value. . · . ~,r'iij}): 1 

.:~t~: \iV 

31.45 Maintenance Standar .. ,1 •. 

A. Ongoing maintenan:6'lis. ards shall bees ab~ished, enforceable by the 
Towns~JJTi:!gainst an 6v)i!l,~r of dp ·:'"·· JlCe lancfa~a condition of 
dev,e~oJ1lp,¢.[1t~pgproval, t(ii;~Jtsure"" . , ~~?Ren space land is not used for 
stghi'ge"or duih.P,mg of reft1§~1j~ or ollie~2fiensive or hazardous 
mat~~~l~. ?,~c~ 'l(~cr¥ ,,~, ' 

B. If the '1'6~shil1'13~~d.finds tfiat:Ct~e provisions of Subsection (A) above 
·,~r~:i~ :'fi~,Yf,Qeing\if~J~)¥;lsJbffi!na~1Jhe ~~~~ition of the land constitutes a public 

~tl.~t'~/ ·~~~:!~~\;~~~~~~;~ ~a~!~t~!~:n~o:~~e c~s~:ef ~=:~::~:~:ce by 
,··;~;,'>;;2. the Town$,ljiQ shaftli~t~ssessed against the landowner or, the owners of 

' :;,~r., properties "Wifllin the ·lieyylopment, and shall, if unpaid, become a tax lien 
.,,, ~~on such propetf¥ or properties. · 

',~~~. 

ARTICLE 3L· '"i~)·f~g;f;EDURE FOR PUD APPROVAL 
The procedure for Plari#e~lJ:fnit Development review shall follow the Special Use Permit 
procedure and Subdivi~ibli Ordinance #16 procedure concurrently. 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 
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32.00 ARTICLE XXXII 

CORRIDOR OVERLAY 
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT ZONING DISTRICT 

A Corridor Overlay Planned Unit Development (COPUD) Zoning District is hereby established 
consistent with the goals and objectives of the Whitewater Township Master Plan adopted in 
1990 and amended in 1991 and pursuant to the zoning enabling $tawtes of the State of Michigan, 
including but not limited to Act 184 ofl943 as amended. ~ ·:9; 

All developments proposed within this District shall b~;~§~ ectt~~he procedures, standards and 
guidelines specified in the following sections, in asgjtJoh'to thos~'1§~ dards pertaining to the 
particular base zoning district in which the deveL ,;;}>efit occurs. 

The purposes of establishing this district are as 
1. To encourage the use of land in accor 

32.10 

''~-=~~-:~~\~~ ,.c.;:~:~;, 
2. To encourage economy an~~lf!c~iency in the\· 
the provision of public servicl~'"'·· ~iit!ties. 

-~~;;~ttl/ 

3. To encourage the""m:eservation l:ls·~d vie~~lf:,~ds. Further, to establish 
site and struc '~~~i'@'s~dards wJ1ich v:':·•;" tot~ct~d ehl1:\nce property values and 
encourage Sl1~;, sful co 't:'),, .rcial an&;~, ~~Hil defelppW,ent in the District. 

' -,--_ y "'" -~~t" 

4. To preserve o ~Ifuance. 
localJandowners etha~' e· 

il[~~~K6~~ . .. 
<:::~;t~~J-., 

yisual cha . ter of the corridor for the economic benefit to 
· stablisl1fflg and maintaining an orderly, well 

ct~~and values of the Township and the 

s.''wto:mford applic;HtJ',he grea *.)';ijexibility of a Planned Unit Development regulated 
primari1f;,t1rrough perfdijiiance-b~~ea standards so that proposed designs can be reviewed 
with the'~ppl,i9ant in a c&q~erative manner to determine whether the proposed plan meets 
the standard§ ~4 guideU.if~~ of this zoning district. 

r r::'> .~;1t 

DEFINITIONS: 

BENEFIT, RECOGNIZABLE AND SUBSTANTIAL: 
A clear benefit, both to the ultimate users of the property in question and to the community, 
which would reasonably be expected to accrue, taking into consideration the reasonable 
foreseeable detriments of the proposed development and use(s); including without limitation: 
long-term protection and/or preservation of natural resources and natural features and/or 
historical and/or architectural features of a significant quantity and/or quality in need of 
protection or preservation on a local, state and/or national basis; reducing to a significant extent 
the non-conformity of a non-conforming use or structure so that, to a significant extent, it is 
rendered more conforming, or less offensive, to the zoning district in which it is situated. 
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COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT: 
An assessment of the the developmental, ecological, social, economic and physical impacts of a 
project on the natural environment and the physical improvements on and surrounding the 
development site. Information required for compliance with other ordinances shall not be 
required to be duplicated in the Community Impact Statement. 

NATURAL FEATURES: 
Natural features shall include soils, wetlands, floodplain, water bodies, sand dunes, topography, 
vegetative cover and geologic formations. 

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT: 
A planned unit development may include such concept.· · f~l;',development, planned 
development, community unit plan, planned commerct ' evelorf:t", nt, planned 
commercial/residential developemnt and other te,p):iiH~logy denotin: .ning requirements 

t>•. j ·~,;·<·'·· 

designed to accomplish the objectives of this g&(f!nance through a lartade_v,elopment review 
process based on the application of site plannifig~riteria to achieve integra~t2.!1 ofthe proposed 
land development project with the characteristics'(.)~: area and the'\St;t, unity master 
plan. 

PUD: 
A planned unit development. 

COPUD: 
A corridor overlay 
development. 

property immediately preceding the 
............ ,...,-...Unit Development Zoning District. 

:'~::--~:;._~ 

32.11 DELIN)!:ATION To:J-uE ovERLAY PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMEN'I DISTRICT 

The Corridor 6-if~t{~x Planned T$1~t Development zoning district shall include all those lands 
adjoining M-72 froih;~~ek Roa%ifestward to the. west township line and lying 500 feet north 
and 500 feet south oftli~,[~~Ht.er~f!le of the M-72 right-of-way. 

':i)[-:lSi/·;:-:---_---:,:i 

32.12 APPLICABILIT)F'()j? THIS ARTICLE 
Within this COPUD District, all development projects are eligible to employ the design 
standards and applicable procedures of this article. Development projects entailing principal 
structures with an over-all floor area in excess of 5,000 square feet shall be subject to the design 
standards and application procedures of this article (Sections 32.13 to end). Development 
projects in this Copud District on parcels of land fronting on M-72 but of greater depth than 500 
hundred feet may extend the applicability of these procedures and design standards by means of 
rezoning or through variances. 
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32.13 GENERAL DESIGN STANDARDS 
1. Subject to paragraph 2 of this section, all regulations applicable to lot size, lot width, lot 
coverage, setback, parking and loading, general provisions, and to other requirements and 
facilities, shall meet the regulations applicable in the underlying district in which the project is 
located. In addition, all projects in this COPUD Zoning District shall meet the design standards 
and guidelines of this article. 

2. Consistent with the planned unit development concept, and toward the end of encouraging 
flexibility and creativity in development, departures from vuJ.up~_!QI-~'"''"' with the regulations 
provided for in the immediately preceding paragraph 32.13. .. recommended in the 
discretion of the Planning Commission and granted by Board as part ofthe 
approval of a planned unit development. Such · on the condition that 
there are features or planning mechanisms, Commission and 
the Township Board, designed into the project the objectives 
intended to be accomplished with respect to a departure is 
sought. 

3. The development shall be designe and 
natural features. In the interpretatio. § provtston, 
features may be impaired or altered, nlR¥~dbp~fc~!fiOVed 
determining whether action is in the puolic. il1teh~st~Jhe oer1en~~;.tnc:n 

.~-i;S'~>~_ ·' __ -.-'.~~ ,-:)?"~~-
expected to accrue from t JOposal shalt:,;g~ balaif "'' .. ainst """'-r:CL'"''""'uuu.•J~ 
detriments of the activit)' ·''·"·· to consfi'd~}ation H'<ial~·Btate ·· national concerns for the 
protection and preseV:Yat1on o n ·al resou;~~~i~ .... ; atur~i f~~tqres, and taking into account the 
provisions and stand~q~;~Qf Act 1 ;, f the Pub J·_,, :cts of 1970,:[s amended, the Michigan 
Environmental Protecti6n?> 

-< ,~~~y:f~.:~~[r~·,·~~,:J~:~::~:(:~. _ _ - \~~w::: ,-:'~ [;~~ _ ~~:--~-~,:_rr,~~~>-
4. The J:l}NMJing Co~~~~~ion ~~t e Townslij_~;:~.o /shall take into account the following 
consid~tattons, as the s·atJI~tpay b~-F~,evant to.'a·~icular project and insure compliance with all 
related appti.cable regulatib·~~~stabiis~~g elsewhere in the Ordinance including, but not limited 
to, architecttif.~~design stancrru;a~, perilrl~f~i,.setbacks, grading and berming, roads and driveways, 
drainage, stormw).ter runoff, sn~~ clearifigY'and storage, underground installation of utilities, 
insulating the pea~·~l:t:ian circulatipp system from vehicular traffic, achievement of an integrated 
development with 1''6~1\~Qt to sigh.a'~k lighting, landscaping and building materials; and, noise 
reduction and visual sc~~~:qgf~~chanisms particularly in cases where nonresidential uses adjoin 
off-site residential uses or~~sl~entially zoned property. The Whitewater Township Commercial/ 
Industrial Designs Example''Book, which is available in the office of the Zoning Administrator, 
contains graphic and photographic examples of structures and landscaping which would comply 
with or approach compliance with the design standards of this article. 

32.14 SETBACKS FOR STRUCTURES ON PARCELS OR SITES FRONTING 
ON THE M-72 CORRIDOR 

Front Yard Setbacks: 
No permanent structure other than a free-standing sign approved by the Township shall 
be constructed closer to a public right-of- way than seventy-five (75) feet. 
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Side Yard Setbacks: 
No permanent or temporary structure shall be constructed or placed within twenty-five 
(25) feet of any side yard not facing a public right of way. Of this minimum side yard, an 
open strip of fifteen (15) feet in width shall be maintained as a service drive, as a lawn or 
planted in low-growing ground cover (such as myrtle or euonymous) to permit 
emergency equipment access. At least five (5) feet of the side yard adjacent to the 
property line shall be planted and maintained as a green-belt/buffer strip to the adjacent 
property (see Article XXXIII). In no case shall structures occupy more than sixty percent 
( 60%) of the width of any parcel when measured along.Jm~s perpendicular to the 
centerline of the principal adjoining road. A",;~!JfY 

i:!t.i~?,~~~!/ 
Rear Yard Setbacks: s"l~y;;;;·.~;i>,,. 

The rear yard setback shall be thirty (30) fe~t·pitis'the width::;of any required green-belt or 
buffer zone. /L I!¥) 

-,-[ '';-.-~.F 

32.15 OFF-STREET PARKING AND LO .J~G ........... . 
1. All off-street parking and loading areaifsh~!l compl ~i);Yith the standards and 
regulations of Article XXXI ;rQff-Street Park;flg afi · oading. ::1t:~) 

,. - A - <;j'f/ 

2. Parking allowed in the fran . ·: s~t~~;J,ck in excesr~[six (6) vehicles shall be screened 
from view of the adjoining roactJ~\ folidl~:\h, ;,,;;?~')\ 

a. In the S;~~~;.~. and N z g disffi'i&., · l~toiniif~~~z2, par~ng ~hall b~ 
screeneqp.y~m~ags.,of a buf zon 6; higJ:i;:as descnbed m Sect10n 
33.3. '" ·:ffer Zorle.~,30 Feet, ~. , Gre s, of Article XXXIII, 

,,.\~tandar .•...... Similar 's.;;,·. ning by means of a six (6) foot high buffer 
zone shalt: ljg;~~quir~<!.a\on~ side ya.tqs of corner lots where parking is located in 
!11e·siqe yardr~djginfng th~·~i~e stre~t:\ 

-f' ___ ,__,, ~-'_:,_:-:;;L--:.'~::_,_: ,-, \·'~;):: ' ,J - fr:.~,~-~o, ";~~:+-J 

32.16 rARtERIALR . . A . ···:Av, AND SERVICE DRIVE 
. "i•:, .. REGUL4:TihNS .. ~ 

Access to art~ti,~l roads, side~t~·~~ls on S'tP,yr lots, and other roads; driveways; connections 
between parkirrg~l~ts on adjac~ii~~arcels·;~fuid service drives shall comply with Article XXXV, 
Arterial Access Management R~gl'Uations. 

< ~::C!~t'":, .,~~;~~1 
32.17 ARCHITECT~;·n.JSIGN REVIEW AND STANDARDS 
The compatible relationsffi.~{~!}.the proposed development in the District is of critical public 
concern for any buildings or'site improvements. The intent of the design review is not to stifle 
innovative architecture but to assure respect for existing designs that substantially comply with 
the intent and design standards of this article and to reduce incompatible and adverse impacts on 
the visual experience from the roadways in these corridors, parks, and residential districts. To 
accomplish this the Site Plan Review Committee and the Planning Commission shall exercise the 
following standards and guidelines in reviewing all such proposed development: 

1. Proposed development shall avoid excessive or unsightly grading, indiscriminate earth 
moving or clearing of property, and removal of trees and vegetation which could cause 
disruption of natural water courses or disfigure natural land forms. 
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2. Proposed development shall be located and configured in a visually harmonious 
manner with the terrain and vegetation of the land parcel and surrounding parcels. 
Structures shall impede, as little as reasonably practical, scenic views of the natural 
environment from the corridor. 

3. Although maximum site densities and special site regulations listed in the particular 
zoning districts of Articles VIII, IX,and XII shall be preserved, proposed structures shall 
not dominate, in an incompatible manner, any existing general development or adjacent 
building which is substantially in compliance with this article. This may be 
accomplished by use of appropriate site design, arch~t-~;c#ftal features, and/or landscaping 
to reduce the appearance of excessive and inapproprl~t~"-height or mass of proposed 
structures. When viewing the site in a directiolfdl\t~tpen~~pylar to the adjacent roadway, no 
more than sixty (60) percent of the view to PNBP'effy or 6p~~,~pace beyond the site may be 
obstructed by structures and in no case vyiJ.tmn're than thre~:b:(W~ed (300) feet of 
uninterrupted structure with no view t~y'h~~p;operty or open sp~~:' , eyond be allowed. 

4. The architectural design of structures .. ;!h,eir matt1:ii~ls and cold' ,;.]~,;:tll be visually 
harmonious with the overallJ!'a.gitional appehl:artq~<'Y'l':C~'·t:~ltural historyfBfthe township 
and region, that is, structure~~wWP!l11re designea~f unobtrusive and which are situated 
and landscaped in a manner t~,·+ ''tid:With or to be~c ' lementary to natural land forms 
and existing vegetation or vege .. , nlridigenous to tlu 

5. Structures sh<Jtf~~flr~it~trate the gSp~ral It , Pl':· · f goo esign including, but not 
limited to thq$edealing';'Wi~,form, n1ij§;.~¢@~;"heig ·· ture and color. Specific 

, ' .. , , <> '"' •·•>'·• );,,·;;/ 
consideration S~!!H,.~e giveJ1,~p compatifii. ··"'with adjacent structures where such 
structures are sub~t!1Atiallyjr}I{~p~plianc8';;, this Article. 

'tchelrogfswHlia·:·"'·· · urn, e of 4/12 and with wide overhangs are 
glY erie·~~t~ged. .· ~·.·.~ roofs are not acceptable. Shingles, metal 

stan in:'g:r,§earri~\tile.pr other ·rs~f)naterials which are nature-blending in texture 
and app~'''r~WlCe ir~~d9nsidered appropriate to the township and regional 
character. ' '<~;i:;ft» 

,,~~tk.->1 

ng monotd~gps facade designs including, but not limited to, those 
terizeg;~~ unrelieved repetition of shape and form or by unbroken 

ext 2:3~0·~~!JPe shall be avoided. Excessive ornamentation shall be avoided 
to prevef):t~y;Sual clutter. All facades of a building or structure which may be 
visible from a roadway, an adjacent Rl District or School shall receive design 
consideration. Exterior building components such as windows, doors, eaves 
and parapets shall have balanced proportions. Screening of monolithic or 
monotonous facades by means of trees or other vegetation may be considered 
in design reviews. 

c. Natural wood siding, log or quarter log siding, brick, stone, or other materials 
of similar texture and appearance are considered appropriate to the township 
character. Reflective surfaces are not acceptable. Metal or plastic surface 
materials which are visually similar in color and texture to natural materials 
may be considered. 
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d. Colors of paints, stains, and other finishes or materials shall be nature­
blending in colors natural to the predominant hues of spring, summer and fall, 
with generally no more than three colors per building. Semi-transparent stains 
are recommended for application on natural wood finishes. 

e. Exterior architectural, display and decorative lighting visible from the 
roadway shall be generated from concealed light source, low level light 
fixtures. Refer to items (7) and (9)b in this section for other types of lighting 
and to Article XXIX Exterior Lighting. The restrictive regulations shall 
apply. 

f. All interior lighting shall be so ..... ..,.,,,.51, ... .,.,xtG"<""'"<>"'"'"t the light source or high 

g. 

h. 

levels of light from being .. roadway. 

surface or an 

be screened from 
·~~", .. ..,.., building. 

frame or mechanical components are 
.., ... ~'""""~"· ·+<i.-.+->'"""" the structural materials shall be 

overall structure design and their 

areas, service yards, storage yards, and exterior 
from view from public ways with materials 

the building. Solid Waste collection and storage facilities 
"""''.O-',J.'-',.. to accommodate trash collection and recycling as well as 
... ...,,, .• "';·•"" planned use will generate compostable waste. 

k. shall be so sited or screened by means of berms and/or vegetation 
that garage doors and larger service entrance doors are not visible from the 
public roadways. 

1. The outdoor display of vehicles, equipment, boats, etc. for sale shall be 
limited to not more than four (4) representative units. All other such units, if 
not stored or displayed in a completely enclosed structure, shall be fully 
screened from view from public roads and all adjacent properties by means of 
berms and/or vegetation barriers or fences, approved by the Planning 
Commission, which shall be maintained to be fully effective year around. 
Units being serviced or stored shall be similarly enclosed or screened. 
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m. Structures, whenever reasonably possible, shall be oriented to the sun, with 
window sizing and placement, roof overhangs or awnings, and landscaping 
designed to provide shade and wind protection to achieve economies in 
heating and cooling costs. 

n. Monotony of design in single or multiple building projects shall be avoided. 
Variation of detail, form and siting may be used to provide visual interest. In 
multiple building projects, variable siting of individual buildings may be used 
to prevent a monotonous appearance. /"" ,.v•'O'-<-} 

./ 

,;j";~·cj}" 

6. The landscape plan for any proposed developm~tif"~b;all provide visually harmonious 
,n''-i",- -: __ :- ,-<-""'"'::... 

and conpatibl~ settings for structures on.th~ SaJ."!};~.~9tan~'~~ adjoini~g or nearby lots and 
shall blend wtth the landscape charactensttgqfthe townsfiip,~d regton. Natural 
appearing landscape forms are strongly enc:l1\!raged as is th~pfapting of indigenous plant 
species; formal plans and the appearan,c~t~~;~traight hedges af'~'tlls~puraged. 
Landscaping shall be required between o}fil~ings and sidewalks, P~fl,<:irg lost and 
driveways. The scale of the proposed lands¢~:Ring s , e in proporti~)lJo the building. 

•:;~:cc;:;, ... 

7. Site lighting shall be low-f~~~ff:ro,m a conc~ll.... t source fixture and shall not spill 
over into adjoining properties{e~eeift~\;, · h the wri onsent of the adjoining property 
owner and the concurrence ofthe.Site' eview .. ·. ittee and the Planning 
Commission), roC);9,,~~gp.t-of-way~·~~terfr .J~t>~ks oi*~~~!~ds. Nor shall site lighting 
interfere in any, ,.. ·::.wi~::~he vision°q~.. '4 '' tEi(terior ll'gtlting shall also comply with 

< - •' < ~c)/>~·'ft?.\. '" ,;!"<"-•O' ,,- -- -----•.0, 

Article XXIXf rior :Gf'" · ting RegUJey, · 

8. To the extent t . ey r .. , to both ap ~ance standards and resource conservation, 
:-"·-_ --:_<::c~·<:':' _ --_ ·:t\ 

··~ ., dar . :)\809 cY ,8lt~techriiq~,es of any proposed development shall be 
. si ··.e,rgy c'bl!stll,nption*irffai· 'roUinental quality considerations such as heat 

heat gain,;hlt~l.11issi6fl$·apd runof:' · ·}er retention and discharge quality. 
y- -,_~:~-- ------.,, ' 

': - - .. :t>?~ ----~:~~~-~ ._, }-E;~:~J~~~~~~~-
9. Stt.ee,t~cape Improv~ ents: ''Y:;J,Af"-

•;;;i~l;lSJreetscape i"'· vements"include those architectural or functional facilities or 
;thl~tures which ur on site but are not part of the building and which 
encdttr~g~ and f: "~ ;tate human interaction with the environment. Examples 
include''f',Btit. . limited to the following: decorative light fixtures, fountains, 

' ;<~* "' 

sculpture, 'Be s and tables, planters, retaining walls, pedestrian and bicycle 
paths, bicycit!f~arking structures, trash receptacles and enclosures, vendor areas, 
bollards and fences. These improvements shall be designed to be consistent with 
all guidelines of this section and shall be reviewed for design function and 
compatibility with the character of the Township. 

b. Decorative, low-level intensity, non-concealed source lighting which defines 
vehicular and/or pedestrian ways may be acceptable if part of a lighting 
masterplan. It is strongly discouraged as general lighting for a development. The 
plans must show the relationship of the fixtures and the light patterns to each 
other, to the overall sight, to other proposed or existing development (to the extent 
it is known), and the COPUD Zoning District. 
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10. Signs 
a. All signs shall meet all requirements of Article XXX Sign Regulations. The 
Site Plan Review Committee and/or the Planning Commission may place further 
requirements on signs visible from adjacent roads if consistent with the provisions 
ofthis Article. 

b.New or replacement signs in the COPUD District shall receive approval from 
the Site Plan Review Committee prior to install~tiQn. 

,1': :--; ;-:-: ~-J_ 

c. The Site Plan Review Committee and/o+;';t~J.I>fa:umng Commission is 
authorized to approve or disapprove th~:;lP~~ar3.!!9e of features on such proposed 
signs. Signs will be reviewed for cowHf1ab:ce witht. · guidelines of this section 
and for compatibility with the tmynslfi~ character. ··• .~:;;z:oning Administrator's 
approval shall be given only aft~tf!li( Site Plan Revie~0G(}romittee and/or the 
Planning Commission's appro~£1Js.granted. · ··. · 

ation on sign all b . . ssary to 
provide reasonable i · ation of the 'ilsiness and whether the b~siness is open 
or, in the case of hotels" ~~1: whethe~"'tliet~,are vacancies. "Open" or 
"Vacancy" signs shall b mdt .ill! two(2rs~fl,lqre feet in area and shall be 
incorporatttdjiJ .. the free st 'ng s1grt''~ · h identifi~~ the business. 

'
0 

'<- --._~'{>;-.-h- • r- r ~'C"" 

T<'.... \ f '"[7 

Non:::' i•ih.~rnment l;i;£t e , Jo be signs and shall be subject 
to the .... yi~ions of'f\ijs article ffi!~. icle xxx··ofthis ordinance. Poles or any 
other me~rt.§~)l§~d tclfJ.): .. :Q~~s are (t~~,t,ped structures and shall be subject to the 

"''t~ l.~§5~~gtions d~·~~~~~~~sli'ei .;/'\ tion 12.11, Schedule ofRegulations). 

32.18 .:t;fJlNnscAPE ... 2\.NDARDS 
The inf5~ation required'f~f1~.ite Pl~~eview shall include a detailed and comprehensive 
Landscape'El~P:,for the entir~·~f:qject wl#~l;l;achieves the following objectives: 

1. retiil4~[¢ICisting treesrijispfar as possible and retains natural or existing topographic 
patterns ·wli!~h contribut~~fo the beauty and utility of the development. 

r' ~i~':~~:-::_~:~~?l~:~ _ !ffi1J 
2. addresses tlie.ftwctip:Q.~l/aspects of landscaping, such as drainage, erosion prevention, 
wind barriers, pro~~~k~~;h:f shade, sound absorption, dust abatement, and reduction of 
glare. tt;;;,v 

3. enhances architectural features, strengthens vistas and important axis and sight lines. 

4. achieves unity of design by repeating certain plant varieties and other materials and by 
correlation with adjacent developments. 

5. selects plant material for interest in its structure, texture, and color and also for its 
ultimate growth. Indigenous plant species and others that will be hardy, harmonious to 
the design and of attractive appearance shall be used. A list of species which are 
recommended to be used or to be avoided may be obtained from the Zoning 
Administrator. 
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6. enhances parking areas and related vehicular and pedestrian trafficways with 
· landscaped areas, including trees and tree groupings. 

7. protects plants from injury by pedestrians or motor trafic with appropriate curbs, tree 
guards, or other devices. 

8. where landscaping is used as screening, it shall be equally effective in winter and 
summer and shall attain a height and density so that it provides the full desired effect 
within three(3) years growing time. 

9. controls run-off of fertilizers and pesticides. 

10. minimizes watering and maintenance 

11. in areas where general plantings 
wooden, brick or stone fences, wall, 
Suitable plants shall be combined with 

12. avoids monotony by ottertJO.gl}':lsual 
made structures achieve u<.u.u.~'-'.L! 
vegetation and features and wi 

~~~~··..,~£.,..... is used such as 
gravel or cobbles. 

the man-

Article XXXIII Landscape 

,.vu..Lvp.u. to the standards for design and 
1"\.va.u;.,~\J'U.lllu."'~n-•u. if the road/drive system is to be 

road/drive system may however, consist of 
private ... v ... -...q,,•~.'"' . .a...-~·""'u..lu~<- impact on the site, have reduced right-of-way 

permissible grades provided that the standards for 
or!'ex<~eect the standards for paved local access roads of the County 

widths, turn ............. ~,:·.>?-."· .... "''"' 

construction 
Road Commission u.u•.vc.~.•.u that the road/drive system provides adequate and safe 

gre:ss'·~~tb,~J~[~.~~~·\of emergency equipment. When a development uses a private access for both · 
pnvat:e·u~tt:t,ttwaly system, all deeds and agreements affecting lands having 

access to the private and/or path system shall mandate the formation of an association 
or corporation for the purpose of managing and maintaining the system and require the owners of 
those lands to approve a special assessment district if necessary as a means of funding the 
maintenance or improvement of the private road/drive and/or pathway system. 

32.20 SPECIAL DESIGN STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS 

For Special Land Uses the standards of Article XXV Site Plan Review including section 25.11, 
Standards for Decisions, and section 25.13, Additional Site Development Requirements and 
Standards for Special or Conditional Use Permits shall also apply in addition to the design 

1
1 standards of this Article XXXII (specifically sections 32.14 through 32.21). 
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32.21 PROCEDURE FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL: 
A. The grant of a planned unit development application shall require a rezoning, i.e., an 
amendment of the Zoning Map constituting a part of this ordinance so as to designate the 
property which is the subject of the application as planned unit development. Further, an 
approval granted under this Article, including all aspects of the final plan, and conditions 
imposed, shall constitute an inseparable part of the zoning amendment. 

B. All planned unit developments shall be subject to the full site plan review procedure as set 
forth in Article XXV of the Ordinance, including not less thanqp.~ public hearing, notice of 
which hearing shall be given by two publications in a newspe\p~t~of general circulation in the 
Township, the first to be printed not more than 30 days nq:ttl~'~tthan 20 days and the second not 
more than 8 days before the date of the hearing. Not le$s£b.fui~O~ays' notice of the time and 
plac~ of~h.e hearing shall also be give~ by mail to~;:~~'~'~tec:tric, g~~~~peline and telephone 
public utlhty company, and to each rmlroad opera gw1thm the d1s@c,t or zone affected, that 
registers its name and mailing address with thy> ship Planning c6rrumssion for the purpose 
of receiving the notice. Written notice of the he shall also be given'toitl1e owner ofthe 
property in question, to all persons to whom any r roperty~ithin 300 f~gt·gt', the premises in 
question is assessed, and to the occ~pa!ftS of a singl ·. d;fa~ily dwelling~~~~ithin 300 feet. 
The notice shall be delivered personalii:JJr.0gy mail to t pective owners and t~nants at the 
address given in the last assessment rolffifi~l;ie:;:J:~nant's n J.t~~not known, the term "occupant" 
may be used. If the notice is delivered b)":Ipaili}Valt!l{:fidavit 6f'ma.iling shall be filed with the 
Planning Commission befi e. . e meetingS;BJ:he noiic~{~gl:lll be iha(i~o.not less than 8 days before 
the hearing and shall sta:f . "im~. place, daf~ andpY:fpos~t the'I1e~ing. 

,-, ----- ~·, :,~~~;h~~>\ • o:~~~~~t~~ .~tf;~~,~ ~~ii1-~~ -,----- 'v• 
In addition to the infb(Hla!ion reqhit~d under Afttclec'XXV, the plication for a planned unit 
development shall inclUde;!;,"" "' . 

1. ··'""~Jat.ement o£ihtyl}t~tpr9pq~ed useq.Kland and phasing of the project. Later 
;j,pti~~~!Rt,~he d~¥,~!ppmeiitftt~~B~.r;;:~l~ed to allow for different building types 

when't ,. · ... ~sibleifi~~9. for suclliil~&iation is indicated on the approved plan. 
' ; : ; '-: ;_}",,, -,t~'-';o-, k<~ :v;;~· ,--:s, --_--,:-_ :"-,t!J;f,if 

2~ ]}~!·, All open spat~§i.incl~dlrig preserves, recreational areas, and the like, and each 
.. :!.~pprpose propos~cr;Jor suchir~as together with copies of deeds, deed restrictions, 

";ehSetP-ents, restd9t!ye coveri~ts or other legal instruments to be recorded as a 
cohdttion of app~gV\11 of the application and site plan. 

3. All kno "'na , '; esources and natural features to be preserved. 
·· .. , ~i2,t~~~!!;T 

4. Density calculations, number and types of units (if applicable), and floor area per 
habitable space. 

5. A separately delineated specification of all deviations from this Ordinance which 
would otherwise be applicable to the uses and development proposed in the 
absence of this planned unit development Article. This specification should 
include ordinance provisions from which deviations are sought, and if the 
applicant elects to be governed by Section 31.12 B. 1., the reasons and 
mechanisms to be utilized for the protection of the public health, safety and 
welfare in lieu of the regulations from which deviations are sought shall be 
specified. 
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6. In the event the property on which the project is to be situated consists often (10) 
acres or more, a community impact statement shall be submitted as part of the 
application. 

7. A detailed landscaping plan. 

8. A specific schedule of the intended development and construction details, 
including phasing or timing, and the general improvements to constitute a part of 
the development, including without limitation, lighting, signage, the mechanisms 
designed to reduce noise, utilities and visual / ~~ffing features. 

C. Within a reasonable time following the public heruilf~, , . ; .. ,pletion of the site plan review 
process, the Township Planning Commission shallgp.nsider the ~PPkication and prepare a report 

····'> ..... , .. •. 

recommending that the application be denied, appr6¥ecl or approve{f;~!h conditions. The report 
shall include the basis for the recommendation[j{~g~ther with the doclliif~~$~ related to the 
planned unit development request. The report a.t19t<focuments shall be ti' "'''''· itted to the 
Township Board for consideration in making a fin~~'\l~cision 

32.22 Performance Guarantees: 
The planning Commission may 
the Township Rural Zoning Act (Act 

llatme:a unit development, to the 
services and facilities affected 

accommodating increased services and 
the natural environment and 

with adjacent uses of land, and 
desirable manner. Conditions imposed 

shall be "designed to protect atural and the public health, safety and welfare of the 
individuals in"lhe project and 't~o.se ... adjacent, and the community as a whole, shall 
be reasonably't~l~ted to the puJ1l~ses ·· · by the planned unit development, and shall be 
necessary to m~~tlth~,}ntent andfta'W-Poses of this Ordinance, and be related to the objective of 
insuring complian2~:iiW the stAAahrds of this Ordinance. All conditions imposed shall be made 
a part of the record of1ii~;·a "")a planned unit development. 

32.24 Phasing and Comfli~~cement of Construction: 

A. Phasing: 

Where a project is proposed for construction in phases, the planning and designing shall be such 
that, upon completion, each phase shall be capable of standing on its own in terms of the 
presence of services, facilities, and open space, and shall contain the necessary components to 
insure protection of natural resources and the health, safety, and welfare of the users of the 
planned unit development and the residents of the surrounding area. In addition, in 
developments which include residential and non-residential uses, phasing shall contemplate that 
at least 35% of all proposed residential uses are completed concurrent with the first phase of any 
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non-residential construction; completion of at least 75% of all proposed residential construction 
prior to the second phase of non-residential construction; and completion of 100% of all 
residential construction prior to the third phase of non-residential construction. For purposes of 
carrying out this provision, the percentages shall be approximations as determined in the 
discretion of the Planning Commission, and further, such percentage may be significantly varied 
should the Planning Commission determine, in its discretion, that the applicant has presented 
adequate and effective assurances that the residential component or components of the project 
shall be completed within the specified period. 

B. Commencement and Completion of Construction: 
Construction shall be commenced within one year 
development, or within one year of any other necessary gq)ieft@l~pt:al 
commencement of the project, whichever is later, · 
been actively pursued. Each phase of the.,.,..,"""'.,. 
schedule established for same in the 

32.25 Effect of Approval: . , . 
If and when approved, the _l)lanp.ed unit dev,vl~pme!i '>· !t? all imposed, if any, shall 
constitute the land use, .i:l:~'tli~~~fiqn for th~~~I:gpe vd . . and use shall be in 
conformity with suc~·~iffroval. · <rnf!.applicaiit;s · ;ecord · with the Register of 
Deeds containing thel~g~J, descriptiQp. of the eh(.. roject, spe the date of approval of the 

••.. '"'C'h ·••••• ;-''"''•' planned unit development~:;: d declaJ:J. that all1plure development ofthe planned unit 
development~Pf9Px!i:Y ~as "t'e · gtl'ttf d req~~d to be carried out in accordance withthe 
approve.~gl~~tfT~f;~~~;'elop ;eni unless ~~~n~entthereto is duly adopted by the 
TownsJiipttipon the reqUy§'tf!Ud/o , roval o tne::?pplicant, or applicant's transferee and/or 
assigns. \t' 

-~,, .. 

'<· ''. ···:·•·#), · •. 
32.26 Modific~~!c;m or Waive\7)t!f Stan ards or Requirements: 
Since the express:p}:t_r:pose of thisJ~rticle is to achieve better use of land than would be likely 

• <··;:t·.;·>,. ._.-,,.---+1 • • • • 
under stnct adherertct!q.the st8f!ti¥ds and reqmrements of the Zorung Ordmance, the Planmng 
Commission may recoiriiil.epd ~a' the Township Board may approve applications for rezoning to 
Planned Unit Development:Wh~r~ the application requires the modification or waiving of 
specific standards or requireril.'ents contained within this Article provided that the proposed PUD 
complies with the full intent and purpose of this Article, and further that it is clearly shown that 
such modification or waiving of specific standards or requirements will result in a recognizable 
and substantial benefit which would not otherwise accrue to the community if all provisions of 
this Article were to be met. In no case, however, may the dwelling unit density limits established 
in Table 31.13 F be modified or waived. 
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33.00 ARTICLE XXXIII 

LANDSCAPE STANDARDS 

33.10 INTENT. 
It is the intent of this chapter to require buffer zones and landscape screening to reduce the 
negative impacts between incompatible land uses and to proviq~.~{Qr landscaping within parking 
lots. In addition, it is intended to help sustain a pleasing gl:!!@'\.Y,:'}Y:t~ corridor to the Grand 
Traverse region consistent with the natural features of th,;H';r~gi5l.Q that attract tourism and support 
land values. It is further intended to preserve and enh~'?J>the ~~§~etic qualities, character, 
privacy and land values of the township. " 'v 

1;'~}J}t~\" 

33.20 BUFFER ZONES REQUIRED. s, .· :;;;~~"~~,, 
· A. A buffer shall be required on the subjec .ar el betweeQ. zoning disfg9ts as indicated in 

B. 

c. 

D. 

Table 33-1. '''· ' &e 

A buffer shall be required orr 
land. 

3. 

4. 

5. Visual, noise and air pollution levels. 

Jy 
he adjacent parcel is unimproved 

)1ne chan )to a more intense land use or 
e~tJ~r~q~i;~d: the buffer shall comply 

uffer zot\.~~development standards (Section 

6. Health, safety and welfare of the township. 

7. Additional dwelling units and resulting density (residential development). 
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E. If two zoning districts requiring a buffer zone are separated by a thoroughfare, the design 
of the buffer zone shall be determined by the Zoning Administrator based on the criteria 
contained in Section 33.20, D, 1-7. 

Subject 

Zone 

(1) 

TABLE 33-1 

A-I RC-1 C-1 N 

RC-1 

A-1 

R-1 

R-2 

R-3 

C-1 10' 
SIL<\RED 

N 30' 

standards: 

(a) 

(c) 6 ft. high continuous obscuring screen comprised of plant material, benning, screen 
walls or fences or any combination of these elements. 

(d) Ifberming is used for all or part of the buffer zone, all required plant material shall 
be placed on the top and side slope facing the exterior of the site. 

(e) If a screen wall or fence is used for all or part of the buffer zone then: 
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1. The equivalent of 4 shrubs are required per 20 linear feet of wall or fence with 
at least 50 percent being 24" high at time of planting. 

2. All required plants shall be placed on the side facing the exterior. 

(f) All areas outside of planting beds shall be covered with grass or other living ground 
cover. 

(g) All applicable standards in Section 33.70. 

(2) Buffer Zone Ten (10) feet (see Fig. 33.2). 

(a) 10 ft. minimum width. 

(b) The equivalent of 1 canopy tree per 30 linear feet or fraction of buffer zone length. 
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(c) 6ft. high continuous obscuring screen comprised of plant 
material, berming, screen walls or fences or any combination of 
these elements. 

(d) If berming is used for all or part of the buffer zone, then: 

1. All required plant material shall be placed on the 
top and side slope facing the exterior. 

2. The minimum buffer width shall be increased to 
accommodate a side slope of 3 to 1. 

(e) If a screen wall or fence is used for all or part of the buffer zone 
then: 

1. The equivalent of 4 shrubs are required per 20 linear ft. of 
wall with at least 50 percent being 24" high at time of 
planting. 

2. All required plants shall be placed on the side facing the 
exterior. 

(f) All areas outside of planting beds shall be covered with grass or 
other living ground cover. 

(g) All applicable standards in Section 33.70. 

33.40 OFF-STREET PARKING AREAS (see Fig.33.3). 

A. Off-street parking areas containing 6 or more parking spaces shall be provided with 
landscaping in accordance with the following: 

6 through 100 spaces: 1 canopy tree and 100 sq. ft. of landscaped area per 6 spaces. 

101 through 200 spaces: 1 canopy tree and 100 sq. ft. oflandscaped area per 8 spaces. 

201 +spaces: 1 canopy tree and 100 sq. ft. of landscaped area per 10 spaces. 

B. In no case shall any buffer zones or greenbelts equired in Sections 33.2.0, 33.3.0 and 
33.5.0 be considered as part of the off-street parking landscape area. 
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33.50 OFF-STREET PARKING LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT 
STANDARDS. 

A. Required parking lot landscape areas shall comply with the following standards: 

1. The minimum size of a landscaped area shall be 60 sq. ft. and at least 6 
ft. wide. 

2. All landscaped areas shall be covered by grass, shredded bark, stone or 
a living ground cover. 

3. All landscaped areas shall contain at least 1 canopy tree. The tree shall 
be located so as not to be damaged by any surrounding vehicle (see Fig. 
33.4). 

4. The Zoning Administrator shall approve the location of required off­
street parking landscaping using the following criteria: 

a. Landscaping shall be installed such that, when mature, it does 
not obscure traffic signs, fire hydrants, lighting, drainage patterns 
on site or adjacent properties, or obstruct vision for reasons of 
safety, ingress or egress. 

b. Trees shall be installed in such a manner that parked motor 
vehicles are shaded whenever possible. 

c. Landscaping shall be dispersed throughout the parking lot in 
order to break up large expanses of impervious surfaces. 

d. At least 50 percent of the required trees shall be installed in the 
interior of the parking area and 50 percent on the perimeter. The 
interior shall be considered as any point 10 ft. from the outside 
boundary ofthe parking area. 

5. All landscaped areas shall be protected by a raised standard or rolled 
concrete curb. 

6. Where any parking area, with the exception of parking serving single­
family or two-family dwellings, abuts or faces a thoroughfare, a 3 ft. high 
continuous obscuring screen shall be required between the parking area 
and the road R.O.W. The screen may be comprised of plant material, 
benning, or any combination of these elements, in compliance with the 
following requirements: 

a. If a berm is used for all or part of the screen, all required plant 
material shall be placed on the side facing the thoroughfare. 
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b. If plant material is used for all or part of the screen, it shall be 
24" high at time of initial planting and at least 36" high within one 
( 1) year of initial planting. 

c. Minimum width for screen area shall be 8 ft. A berm will 
require a width sufficient to accommodate a side slope of 3 to 1. 

7. All applicable requirements of Section 3 3. 70 shall be complied with. 

33.60 GREENBELTS. 

A. Greenbelts shall be required where any developed parcel abuts or 
faces a public thoroughfare in the C-1 and N districts. 

B. If a buffer zone is required along a thoroughfare, then the greenbelt 
requirement shall be waived. 

C. In no case shall off-street parking lot landscaping required in 
sections 33.30 and 33.40 be considered as part of any greenbelt 
requirement. 

33.70 GREENBELT DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS (see Fig. 33-5). 

A. All greenbelts shall comply with the following standards: 

1. One canopy tree for every 40 linear ft. or fraction of 
frontage abutting a public thoroughfare. 

2. All greenbelts shall be covered by grass. 

3. The width of the greenbelt shall correspond to the required 
front setback requirements for off-street parking areas 
contained in 34.30, C, 4. 

4. All applicable standards in Section 33.70. 

33.80 GENERAL LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS. 
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FIGURE 33-4 

A. Minimum Plant Material Standards: 

1. All plant material shall be hardy to Grand Traverse County, free of disease 
and insects and conform to the standards of the American Association of 
Nurserymen. A list of recommended plants are available from the Zoning 
Administrator. 

2. All plant materials shall be installed in such a manner so as not to alter 
drainage patterns on site or adjacent properties or obstruct vision for 
reasons of safety, ingress or egress. 

3.All plant material shall be planted in a manner so as to not cause damage 
to utility lines (above and below ground) and public roadways. 

4. Minimum plant sizes at time of installation (see Figs. 33-6 and 33-7): 

Deciduous Canopy Trees: 2 1/2" caliper 

Deciduous Ornamental Trees: 2" caliper 

Evergreen Tree: 6' height 

Deciduous Shrub: 2' height 

Upright Evergreen Shrub: 2" height 

Spreading Evergreen Shrub: 18"- 24" spread 

5. Existing plant material which complies with the standards 
and intent of the Ordinance, as determined by the Zoning 
Administrator, shall be credited toward meeting the 
landscape requirements. 

6. The plant material shall achieve its horizontal and vertical 
screening effect within 4 years of initial installation. 

7. The overall landscape plan shall not contain more than 33 
percent of any plant species. 
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8. The following trees are not permitted as they split easily; 
their wood is brittle and breaks easily; their roots clog 
drains and sewers; and they are unusually susceptible to 
disease or insect pests: 
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TREE CALIPER MEASUREMENTS 
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COMMON NAME HORTICULTURAL NAME 

Boxelder Acer Negundo 
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Ginkgo Ginkgo Biloba (female only) 

Honey Locust Gleditsia Triacanthos (with thorns) 

Mulberry Moros Species 

Poplars Populus Species 

Black Locust Robinia Spoecies 

Willows Salix Species 

American Elm Ulmus Americana 

Siberian Elm U. Pumila 

Slippery Elm: Red Elm U. Rubra 

Chinese Elm 

(1) 

(2) 

{3) 

{4) 

{1) 

U. Parvifola 

(excluding White Oak and Black Walnut) 
Minimum Standard for Berms: 

Berms shall be constructed so as to maintain a side slope not to exceed a 1' 
rise to a 3' run ratio (see Fig. 33-8). 

Berm areas not containing planting beds shall be covered with grass or 
living groundcover maintained in a healthy growing condition. 

Berms shall be constructed in such a manner so as not to alter drainage 
patterns on site or adjacent properties or obstruct vision for reasons of 
safety, ingress or egress. 

If a berm is constructed with a retaining wall or by terracing, the earthen 
slope shall face the exterior of the site (see Fig. 33-8). 

Minimum Standards for Screen Walls and Fences: 

All screen walls and fences shall be constructed with new, durable, 
weather resistant and easily maintainable materials. Chain link and barbed 
wire fences are not permitted. 
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FIGURE 33 - 8 
BERM WITH RETAINING WALLS 
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(2) 

(3) 

F. 

G 

H. 

The wall or fence may be constructed with openings that do not exceed 20 
percent of the wall surface. The openings shall not reduce the intended 
obscuring effect of the wall. 

Screen walls or fences shall not be constructed so as to alter drainage on 
site or adjacent properties or obstruct vision for reasons of ingress or 
egress. 

Detention/retention areas shall be permitted within buffer zones provided 
they do not hamper the screening intent of the buffer or jeopardize the 
survival of the plant materials. 

Solid waste dumpsters may be installed in buffer zones provided they 
contain a continuous opaque screen at least 6' high. The screen may be 
comprised of berming, plant material, screen walls or fences, or any 
combination of these elements which are harmonious to the building 
design. 

Requirements for Projects Developed in Phases: If a project is constructed 
in phases, the landscape screen may also be constructed in phases. The 
Zoning Administrator shall determine the extent of each phase on: 

1. Adjacent land uses. 
2. Distance between land uses. 
3. Operational characteristic both on and off site. 
4. Building heights. 
5. Physical characteristics of the site such as topography, existing 

vegetation, etc. 

Landscape Screening Waiver: Should the Zoning Administrator 
determine, upon inspection, that adequate landscaping screen on a site 
already exists or that such landscaping screen shall not be required, the 
applicable zoning ordinance provisions may be waived in whole or in part. 
Criteria which shall be used when considering a landscaping screen waiver 
shall include, but shall not be limited to: 

1. Topography variations. 
2. Existence of natural vegetation. 
3. Existing and proposed building placement. 
4. Sight distances. 
5. Adjacent land uses. 
6. Existence of floodplain and poor soils areas. 

Installation and Maintenance Provisions: 
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1. The Zoning Administrator shall mandate a financial guarantee of a 
sufficient amount to insure the installation of all required 
landscaping. 

2. All landscaping shall be maintained in a healthy, neat and orderly 
state free from refuse and debris. Any dead or diseased plants shall 
be replaced. 
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34.00 

34.10 
A. 

B. 

c. 

34.20 
A. 

34.30 
A. 
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ARTICLE XXXIV 
OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING 

SCOPE OF REGULATIONS. 
At the time any building or structure is erected, enlarged or increased in capacity, 
or uses established, off-street parking and loading spaces shall be provided in all 
zoning districts according to the requirements of this Article. 

No parking or loading area or space which exi"sJ~:~~ the time of the adoption of 
this Article shall thereafter be relinquished q,rJ:ei:Ju~ed in any manner below the 
requirements established by this Ordinanq/ , 

~.J/-_-J;.?'' 

Parking areas must have the same #;i.r!.~~lassificatxon as the property on which 
the principal use is located whic ?~;~e serving. '" 

LOCATION OF PARKING ~LOADING AREAS. ' .. • 
Off-street parking and loading faciHti~§:requir~"~;py this Arti~le:,~hftll be located 
on the same lot or 1 '···'k- • ,. \tliK parking or loattfug is required or 

ership. This requirement does not 
e rJ~ped in accordance with the 

parking and loading spaces, 
circulation shall be submitted to the 

time of application for a land use permit 
v-,.~c~,-.u.UF,o All such plans and specifications 

Zmtiin:g~,Q.p:iLilii:straLtor and Site Plan Approval obtained 
land Such plans and specifications shall be 

than one (1) inch equals one hundred (100) feet and 

3. Typical dimensions of parking and loading spaces and maneuvering aisles, 
including handicapped spaces required by State regulations; 

4. Lighting; 

5. Existing or proposed buildings; 

6. Sidewalks, including ramps for use of handicapped persons; 
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7. Landscaping and required screening; 

8. Surfacing and base materials to be used in the constmction of the parking 
lot. 

Parking lots required by this Ordinance shall be installed and completed within 
six (6) months of the issuance of a Land Use Permit. In the event of unusual 
delays or adverse weather conditions that make it impossible to complete the 
improvements, the Zoning Administrator may g(ffi!! a single extension of the time 
limit for a further six (6) month period. ,//' ~;§;';?'' 

Every parcel of land hereafter used as a.~~B c f;[p#vate parking area shall be 
developed and maintained in 

4~ith the'fg}lowing requirements: 

1. All off-street parking be drained so a .... :>prevent drainage onto 
abutting properties. No han 50 oftlie'~~q!Jired parking area 
shall be hard surfaced with VV.LJLV.LV paving~::t]:h~ unpaved 
parking area . · be gravel or cmslleq?stone and 
landscaped as the hard surfaced parking 
areas. The impervious surface area and 

Off-street storage areas shall 
as approved by the 

2. lans and design used to illuminate off­
compliance with Article XXIX, Exterior 

,g>).I.'J!-1-J.ua.u,,.., and shall be so arranged as to 
VU.JL'."'J.Jf.lid:'"'"J'J.LH.LH5 residential properties or streets and 

· required parking facilities for commercial or 
of the lowest intensity necessary to accomplish its 

within one-hundred and fifty (150) feet of any 
·not exceed twenty (20) feet in height. All other 

. not exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height. Decorative light 
are adjacent to residential areas which are unshielded and 

P""th'7~.~,~o~· to spread outward rather than downward may be prohibited by 
~V.L.U"'"" Administrator. 

3. All off-street parking and loading areas that make it necessary for vehicles 
to back directly into a public road are prohibited, provided that this 
prohibition shall not apply to off-street parking areas serving residential 
dwellings housing four ( 4) or less units. 

4. Parking may be permitted within any required yard with the following 
exceptions: 
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a. 
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Parking is not permitted within the first thirty (30) feet of the 
required front yard setback in the C-1 and N zoning districts 
adjoining the M-72 corridor. 

b. Loading areas may not occupy any front yard setback. The side 
yard setback area along the street side of a comer lot shall not be 
used for loading space. 

5. Wheel stops shall be provided and so lqca,lesf so as to prevent any vehicle 
from projecting over lot lines, required2~~tb~tcks or sidewalks. 

-{ - Y?' 
-~:~-t:'~ 

6. All parking spaces shall be strip~· " tb.i~~1qt or a material approved by 
the Zoning Administrator. S ·:·· ing shall b~~tleast four ( 4) inches in 
width. The striping shall;L"f intained at alltiib~s . 

. ,,:i!;;}., 

MIXED USE/JOINT PARKIN{t~)f{\CILITIJ~~.~· l't 
In the case of mixed uses in the saffi~·huildingiQ:i;·on the same .. ,· ·pr parcel, the 

·""'''''' , .,'{'"'.v ·;;rY,•. total requirements fort' -.street parking;~ • o;iding shall be the's\}lll of the 
requirements for the 1 ·· ·,. separately. 

Joint or collective provis'ioJ:L,of o ··~~ · eet parkin . as for buildings or uses on 
two or mg~x~P1Q,Rerties sha1J.E.pt be , the s ~sf the requirements for the 
particip~i~pg'ilitt!'K~<.tual uses {Otppl.t,. 'iitely e &ept that the Zoning 
Admin[i~!t;tor m~~'~'pprove a 1e:*~~~yatking r~q({!rement for such uses provided 
that the"fQ}lgwing J>'irements ate'met: ·· 

,• • A'-,. ,_, ·z, 
,.-~ --\IJ~~:\ 

¢he lis~~'.B.?+' ·· ~~:~i~·~.mb1ll.'~tparking requirements shall have hours of 
:9peration .... . ch do n5 'i)' '•' ide. 

CA • - --- -~':-:.. 

{!;t~~ 

Evid~~?~ of a .. yd agreement between the owners of both properties 
agreeirt' t•.q such':] dill~ use shall be provided to the Zoning Administrator. 

''">;-' 

3>;s:;1i~\Sufficienf.w:Fa shall be available such that the required parking for both 
··::,lis~s comp~ted separately may be provided on each lot or parcel involved 

{n'the eY,~yt' that one party to the joint parking agreement abrogates or 
otherWise withdraws from such agreement. Should such agreement be 
withd;awn by either party each use shall provide the parking as herein 
required. 

34.50 PARKING SPACE AND MANEUVERING AISLE REQUIREMENTS. 
A. All parking spaces and maneuvering aisles shall comply with the requirements 

contained in Figure 34-1. 
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UNITS OF MEASUREMENT. 

Floor Area: 
L Where floor area is the unit for determining the required number of off­

street parking and loading spaces, said unit shall mean the gross floor area, 
except as noted in subsection 34.60 A.2 which follows. 

2. Where the floor area measurement is specified as net floor area, parking 
requirements will apply to all building at:e'its, except that floor area used for 
incidental service, storage, installatiolisOJfnechanical equipment, heating 
systems and similar uses and other4~eas~here service to the general 
public is not provided. For buil4!#gS'wh~!~i'\use areas are not yet defined, 
the gross floor area may be J¢~~ced by fifte~Jt:Rercent ( 15%) for 
calculating net floor area. ., '~n use areas af'e1gefj,ned, the greater of the 
above calculations (ac t floor area versusT5%,of gross floor area) 
shall be used to compute ,, , , · ng requir~ments. '"'!"' . 

·v,r ~t~t·;·l\, · < 

Places of Assembly: ,Jil:§tadia, sports''areh rches and othe places of 
assembly in which artYJp?:ltt!on of the se~f ···.. , nsists of benches, pews or other 
such seating, each 18 inq}les ():f seating~H~! be counted as one seat. 

of61ii~Jgyees, the calculation shall 
~;~~~;~"" 

determining the number of required 
space, any fraction shall be 

(WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE) 



169 

34.70 SCHEDULE OF OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS. 

Each use shall provide parking spaces in conformance with the following schedule of 

USE 
Residential 

1. Single family, two family 
or multiple family with 

three or more bedrooms. 

2. Multiple family with one or two bedrooms. 

3. Efficiencies 

4. Mobile home parks 

5. Elderly Housing -

4. Day Care Centers 

5. Elementary and Junior High Schools 

6. High schools 

Number of Motor Vehicle Parking 
Spaces Required Per Unit of Measure 

TIUir<,:h-At11"1'\0m dwelling unit and 
"'11 ... ,......,.,..... dwelling unit. 

home 

units, two for each 
"intermediate care" 
beds, plus one per 

for each two beds plus one for each staff 
doctor, plus one for each two additional 
employees. 

One for each four beds, plus one for each 
staff doctor, plus one for each two additional 
!employees. 

Two spaces, plus one for each additional 
employee or administrator. 

One per teacher plus one for each additional 
employee or administrator, plus requirements 
pf the auditorium or assembly hall therein. 

One for each teacher plus one for each ten 
sstudents, plus one for each employee or 
administrator, pOlus requirements ofthe 
auditiorium or assembly hall therein. 
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7. Theaters 

8. Auditoriums and assembly halls 

9. Stadiums, sports arenas or similar places of 
outdoor assembly. 

10. Dance and union halls, civic clubs, 
fraternal orders, conference rooms, exhibit 
halls, ball rooms or any similar type of use 

11. Private gold clubs, ski clubs, swimming 
clubs or beaches, tennis clubs, or similar 

c. 

2. 

5. Furniture and home furnishing stores (not 
including appliance stores) 

6. Supermarket, self service food or beverage 
shop. 

7. Motor vehicle and mobile home sales 
establishments 

One for each four seats plus one for each two 
employees. 

One for each three seats plus one for each two 
employees. 

One for each three seats. 

two persons allowed 
U~ ... c,,U~~-¥"U.U._.,lU occu-ancy load as 

the Uniform Building Code, or 
square feet ofNUA, 

. and one-half spaces per 1,000 square 
net useable space 

Five Spaces per 1,000 square feet of net 
useable space. 

Five spaces per 1,000 square feet of net 
useable space. 

One for each 800 square feet ofNUA 

One for each 200 square feet of net useable 
space. 

One for each 1,000 square feet of net useable 
space plus one for each employee 
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8. Restaurants, taverns, bars, nightclubs. 

9. Drive-in restaurants and self service 
restaurants. 

10. Barber Shops, beauty salons. 

11. Laundromats and coin operated dry 
cleaners. 

12. Car washes 

13. Auto Service Station 

14. Auto service station with sale of 
convenience goods 

15. Bowling Alley 

17. 

19. Hotel, motel or other c'·<.)mJner·ci 
establishment. 
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One space for each three persons allowed 
within the maximum occupancy load as 
established by the Building Code, plus one 
for each three employees. 

One space for each 2.5 persons allowed 
within the maximum occupancy, plus one 
space for each employee on the largest shift 

.... ........ .,. .. or beauty operator 
stanoJtLnms one for every two 

for each 

ren1.~tt:ts for anauto service station, 
spa.ce;,loer each fifty square feet of 

-gasoline sales area. 

lane, plus amount 
for accessory uses. 

for each 100 square feet GF A plus one 
for each employee on largest shift. 

One for eachj fifty square feet in service 
parlors, chapels and reception areas plus one 
for each funeral vehicle maintained on the 
premises. 

One spoace for each guest room, plus one for 
each employee, plus amount required for 
accessories uses. 
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D. OFFICES 

1. Banks, credit unions and savings and loan 
establishments. 

2. Business and professional offices; not 
otherwise specified herein. 

3. Medical and dental offices or clinics. 

4. Office space in a retail shopping center 
occupying greater than 10% of the center's 
GLA. 

E. INDUSTRIAL 

1. Industrial or manufacturing establishment, 
research and testing labs. 

2. Warehouses, truck terminals 

3. Mini-warehouse, 

F. 

151 - 200 

201 - 300 

301 - 400 

Over 400 
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One for each 150 square feet ofNUA, plus 
one for each employee, plus two for each 
automatic teller machine. 

One for each 200 square feet ofNUA. 

square feet ofNUA. 

plus one for each 20 

'D #OF ACCESSIBLE SPACES* 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

12 

12 (plus 2 for every 250 or fraction thereof 
over 400) 

*State or Federal regulations shall apply if requiring more accessible spaces. 
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G Where a use is not specifically listed in Sec. 34.70, A through Sec. 34.70, 
E, the parking requirements of a similar use shall apply. The Zoning 
Administrator shall make such interpretation. 

OFF-STREET LOADING REQUIREMENTS. 
A. Off-street loading spaces shall be provided in size and quantity sufficient 

to prevent interference with adjacent streets or required off-street parking 
areas. 

~ _,· .,·- ' -~ 

Required loading spaces shall not be ~~9luded in the count of off-street 
Parking Spaces. ';··'>t .. - -- ,~;;; , __ 

' ' :}\ 
2:-&::- _Jf>-' ""S'- '· 

B. 

.-~· .- ·>}\_ 
PARKING RESTRICTIONS. ;J(t':;. .z,r ~}';>, 
A. Commercial or Other V~}tl~~~:" '· :o;

1'•;\)t>. 

1. Parking of cornrl16J!¢1al vehicles in reside:~i1fi'districts shall be 
··<-'~----?}., .->-r --:~:~~;~:;-~ 

limitedto not more lh~.,one V@hi:g1e of light deii,y~rY type (not to 
excee~oR~ton) for eacn~~~j;, . g unit. The parkifig'of any other 
type o:f pq~ercial vehicl , . :. residential district, except those 
associatbf:iwiti{)~i'fa:wful us~·;p~fmit in the subject zoning district is 
Prohibl.ted···.~·.:?,··.···· ·· f!~: •. :;> " .. •·· ..... ,, .• , 

.-.'·-.c. ··~ --<~i\i~~i~-~~?1~~-

,.,,ffi''~··;.},!?;·.," . ~~!' ';~.. . ~.lt>, ' '1~[J't:\ 
,,2rtvd~i::.>'E;Jfb'e·<;>pen storag~ or p~ldrig 9fcpmmefcial vehicles greater than 

,''i"'i'" '"•; .. , .,. .;. '>' >-;/ ''' i.· ,, 

•(i:Ir~t~, orieW~\ton, sem~?;tJ],gl(s· and trail¢rs, mobile home~, tractors, . 
· •;,;;~· ., bullqp~ers, earth caJ}~lers, cranes or other such eqmpment, unless m 

~·1[',.,useil\litng~construdljQ1J work, is prohibited in any residential 

. ~· .J. £J[~,~.":":~4t~~~'~i~~r~~J~ 
· ~; B. Th¢:ipa,rkingg~semi-trucR'trailers for more than a twenty-four (24) hour 

:: ,;, , peri6q1ip any'6:Ef;}~treet parking area in Commercial (Cl) zoning districts 
A• CA <._!<'>,._ • hi. ~d~' . ;< d '~W~:- _}yt;-:-
";;;~~~t,, 1s pro ·b~tt:; . ' i:f;, 

''; -==-;_-- :~t~.~>-·., ;·_ -- .i!'Xc'>, "'t~: -~-~' 
·' - -- 't;-,:'"-'--~ :, c:: !',~~ larking o,(~ecreational Vehicles and Equipment: 

-~'?1\,, __ /:~}~g~f 

;1 .. ~); .~%~N~.'~obile homes, tent and travel trailers, motor homes, boats and 
:r:.sfiowmobiles and trailers designed for them, general purpose 

trailers, and similar equipment, shall be parked or stored within the 
primary front setback area in excess of forty-eight (48) hours. It is 
the intent of this section to provide clear vision areas in front of 
structures, to insure adequate emergency vehicle access to 
structures and to maintain the character of existing neighborhoods. 
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ARTICLE XXXV 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWERS 

AN AMENDMENT TO THE WIDTEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE #6, ADDING 
ARTICLE XXXV, ENTITLED "WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWERS AND 
ANTENNAS"; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR PERMITTED LOCATIONS; 
PROVIDING CONDITIONS FOR PERMITTED USES, ACCESSORY USES, AND SPECIAL 
USES; PROVIDING FOR PERMITS AND LEASE AQ-~JtMENTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REPEALER; AND.Pl{~\riDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. .;.>·· 

;~<if~~: 

WHEREAS, the Township ofWhitewaterhaffl¢c:ived or.e' . cts to receive, requests to site 
~~'<f;f/o_~-.'f'' "o.'v;''ki:'{:\ 

wireless communications towers and antennas ·· ·;;~the municipal bouno~es; and 
_-_- -:;~}'-.. 

"'· -'·<> -:i~~'~ 
WHEREAS, the Township of Whitewater ')i~ that itj~,Jn the public~fut~rest to permit the 

siting of wireless communications tow~rs and antenriasYvithlP.ifl~sfu.unicipal boctqdal.jes, and 
., S:i> ;;,_~\-' ·- :,.·. -~--'---)"' .,,-r~;;;_:-"' 

' ' '-}~{; ' -~~-/ 

WHEREAS, it is the intent o 
communications towers and antennas Wl 

WHEREAS, it . 
health, safety and 

hip of · · :$§'0;~ter to permit the siting of wireless 
· cipal bd~fl:eties; and 

hip ~'*'.;.;,"~)\'~;r~tect and promote the public 
· ····· elessfb9)]w.unications towers and antennas, 

·<iJJjf?'J 

BY THE WIDTEWATER TOWNSHIP 

The purpos~\Qf this .. ·. is general guidelines for the siting of wireless 
communication$>tQwers and antefmas. of this ordinance are to: (1) protect residential 
areas and land l1~~):;,j:fom potenH:<U adverse impacts of towers and antennas; (2) encourage the 
location oftowers'ili'~~~~reside~ft~ areas; (3) minimize the total number of towers throughout the 
community; ( 4) strongly;~;Qcol}l:~~~ the joint use of new and existing tower sites as a primary option 
rather than constructiofi'l:Cift 'd(litional single-use towers; ( 5) encourage users of towers and 
antennas to locate them, to l extent possible, in areas where the adverse impact on the community 
is minimal; ( 6) encourage users of towers and antennas to configure them in a way that minimizes 
the adverse visual impact of the towers and antennas through careful design, siting, landscape 
screening, and innovative camouflaging techniques; (7) enhance the ability of the providers of 
telecommunications services to provide such services to the community quickly, effectively, and 
efficiently; (8) consider the public health and safety of communication towers; and (9) avoid 
potential damage to adjacent properties from tower failure through engineering and careful siting of 
tower structures. In furtherance of these goals, Whitewater Township shall give due consideration 
to the Whitewater Township master plan, zoning map, existing land uses, and environmentally 
sensitive areas in approving sites for the location of towers and antennas. 
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35.11: Defmitions. 
As used in this ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below: 

A. "Alternative tower structure" means man-made trees, clock towers, bell steeples, light poles 
and similar alternative-design mounting structures that camouflage or conceal the presence 
of antennas or towers. 

B. "Antenna" means any exterior transmitting or receiving\feyibe mounted on a tower, building 
or structure and used in communications that 1or capture electromagnetic waves, 

c. 

digital signals, analog signals, radio · radar signals), wireless 
telecommunications signals Or other COIIllTlUTilC,:8lUOn u•Er·~··~ 

"Backhaul network" means the lines 
more cellular telephone switching 
switched telephone network. 

"''"··~(tti'u'"''"" cell sites to one or 
or the public 

G "Preexisf 

~lJf!an~e:, :~~~~ai 
lOJig,.:Ets such appro'····· ··s ,.,..;,..;;:.+'<u• 

'f,~r,·~h,. . ·;\ 
H. "Tower~!1~.~ans any s$1)ftJre that ·• and constructed primarily for the purpose of 

supportingJ(?l}~ or more !ffitennas for telephone, radio and similar communication purposes, 
including s~l >· upporting~!~ttice towers, guyed towers, or monopole towers. The term 
includes radio . ,, t~l~Yi;gJ.on transmission towers, microwave towers, common-carrier 
towers, cellular tei~pi}Qn~ towers, alternative tower structures, and the like. The term 
includes the struci:u.f&,fuid any support thereto. 

I. "Microcell" means the antenna cables and appurtenances necessary for cellular 
telecommunications. 
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35.12: Applicability. 
New Towers and Antennas. All new towers or antennas in Whitewater Township shall be 
subject to these regulations, except as provided in Sections 35.12(B) through (D). 

B. Amateur Radio Station Operators/Receive Only Antennas. This ordinance shall not govern 
any tower, or the installation of any antenna, that is under thirty five (35) feet in height and 
is owned and operated by a federally-licensed amateur radio station operator or is used 
exclusively for receive only antennas. /:t~):) 

f. ~ •_,-

C. Preexisting Towers or Ante~as. Preexisting tow~rstil,ncr'preexisting antennas shall not be 
required to meet the requirements of this ordina.J:!sf;l'i)lli~f;.\t~an the requirements of Sections 
35(f) and 35(g). "';J9< <;,;,ll':1>,, 

D. 

Additional tower units may 

plementun,Jl;:{rrus ordinance, an ~;~ay, consisting of one or 
l'N'r"'"'a'::c:;,""1f"'1'Y'I which function~'~~s;gne AM broadcasting 

. setbacks cihai~~paration distances 
includea:,,:;m,;the AM array. 

of the AM array by right. 

A. either principal or 
on the same lot shall not 

B. the installation of a tower or antenna 
including but not limited to setback 

such requirements, the dimensions of the 
=..,·,·~""''~'"' or towers may be located on leased parcels 

C. for an antenna and/or tower shall provide to the 
nn•'"'"T.,.....,.,., of its existing towers, antennas, or sites approved for 

within the jurisdiction of Whitewater Township or within 
one mile of . . . including specific information about the location, height, and 
design of each tO'w~~~ :;; .· Zoning Administrator may share such information with other 
applicants applying for administrative approvals or special use permits under this ordinance 
or other organizations seeking to locate antennas within the jurisdiction of Whitewater 
Township provided, however that the Zoning Administrator is not, by sharing such 
information, in any way representing or warranting that such sites are available or suitable. 

D. Aesthetics. Towers and antennas shall meet the following requirements: 

1. Towers shall either maintain a galvanized steel finish or, subject to any applicable 
standards of the FAA, be painted a neutral color so as to reduce visual obtrusiveness. 
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2. At a tower site, the design of the buildings and related structures shall, to the extent 
possible, use materials, colors, textures, screening, and landscaping that will blend 
them into the natural setting and surrounding buildings. 

3. If an antenna is installed on a structure other than a tower, the antenna and 
supporting electrical and mechanical equipment must be of a neutral color that is 
identical to, or closely compatible with, the color of the supporting structure so as to 
make the antenna and related equipment as visually ;unobtrusive as possible. 

Lighting. Towers shall not be artificially lighted,~linJe~~/required by the FAA or other 
applicable authority. If lighting is required, the Jigfi~gi~lS~lllatives and design chosen must 
cause the least disturbance to the surroundingyiews: >;;~:":}}, 

-; ;;~.,:;~ ,,,y,:~~,:,;,·:~t)., 

State or Federal Requirements. All ·fp~ust meet or '6k8~ed current standards and 
regulations of the FAA, the FCC, and ., .• other agency of the st~t~'?:'PI federal government 
with the authority to regulate towers and"atit~I?Uas. -W;i~11ch standards}an.d regulations are 
changed, then the owners of the towers and ant~hl¢ ,;:t"'"~~med by this ot4fu~ce shall bring 
such towers and antennas · . · q:rp.pliance with' revised standards"and regulations 
within six (6) months of the Hf\r~~~.date of s .. ::~~!andards and regulations, unless a 
different compliance schedule aii$t~ by the'''c9;h!rolling state or federal agency. 
Failure to bring t~J:Y~Es and ante ,, ~s hi~· · Jianc~'t~!~ such revised standards and 
regulations shaU~cQJiSt!l:U1Rgrounds'•f:orJhe /~'··.of the'1t<5f/er or antenna at the owner's 
expense. ,.,,, ·••''"' .. ,--"·"'::'"··- -,,_ " 

--i:c> .. ::\, 

;0h ·~~~ ~ 

Building Codes: Safety Strni&frds. To ens~~ .. the structural integrity of towers, the owner of 
a tq.'r)f~FL~\1§1!1_ ensill •;·t;, i~l\~~ristw · tainect"'~~ compliance with standards contained in 
a,ru>Jiijable:ist;:t~¢'· r loc · · · ing···~ .>·ltild~tJJ.e applicable standards for towers that are 

'2PM!Jiished by ill .. }j,~troru :,_~ustries r~S~ciation, as amended from time to time. If, upon 
··fu~p~ction, the To~lljP o W'bitewater concludes that a tower fails to comply with such 
codes::8Jld standards~~:;constifutes a danger to persons or property, then upon notice being 
provided,!tp .the owner of;~e tower;:tHe owner shall have thirty (30) days to bring such tower 
into corrlpl{~pe with sub~~~tandards. Failure to bring such tower into compliance within 
said thirty (3Qj1~~ys sha ·;t.i nstitute grounds for the removal of the tower or antenna at the 

' '""·'··,:~<-,;~~~ 

owner s expense.•~y;,"' 
;-~tJtt;.\,., 

Measurement. Fo;;:~Utposes of measurement, tower setbacks and separation distances shall 
be calculated and applied to facilities located in Whitewater Township irrespective of 
municipal and county jurisdictional boundaries. 

Not Essential Services. Towers and antennas shall be regulated and permitted pursuant to 
this ordinance and shall not be regulated or permitted as essential services, public utilities, or 
private utilities. 
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Franchises. Owners and/or operators of towers or antennas shall certify that all franchises 
required by law for the construction and/or operation of a wireless communication system in 
Whitewater Township have been obtained and shall file a copy of all required franchises 
with the Zoning Administrator. 

K. Public Notice. For purposes of this ordinance, any special use request, variance request, or 
appeal of an administratively approved use or special use shall require public notice to all 
abutting property owners and all property owners of pr9perties that are located within the 
corresponding separation distance listed in Section ~,~:;,f~(B)(5)(b) Table 2, in addition to 
any notice otherwise required by the Zoning Ordinctnc~:;~!J' 

L. 

M. 

N. 

A. 

B. 

A. 

Signs. No signs shall be allowed on an anteilll~ls'fic'rcf~e;,:;'' 
..:~:~ ~~f{t~ 

Buildings and Support Equipment. .~~[orri:gs and supporf'i,'lqtlipment associated with 
antennas or towers shall comply with the~r~q,uirements of Section 3S:;], . 

<;;l;ij~~t\;;, 4~J/i~t) 
Multiple Antenna/Tower Pl~.L;o,!"hltewater Tq~!fig·y~ncourages the ,,,!\~ of towers and 
antennas to submit a single apnUc$1tipn for appr6v.~;~finultiple towers andYor antenna sites. 
Applications for approval ofmtiltfpl~~ttk~ shall begty~gpriority in the review process. 

' - -,- -=- .;,\. -~: < :~' __ ;_:-:;~~~;"}1~to,. -- - ' ::-,::~" 
- '---~-:~'=-''""· .- <oj: ___ ::~-,-,. __ : ~ =~· '\:,\..._ 

' ' ,- =-=~",, 

-,~ ---:':>~ 

'<e~med to lfe]iperrnitted uses and shall not 
l/ -C,_~~.: •· 

Pemlltted Use;: cit~~~ ' ' 
!.!: f . ,,\"tk:~!i;~r toW~ft..:ocate . ·o~J~fB£e owned, leased,. o: otherwise controlled by 
''''·';;::rc Whitewa{~t:i[ownshi:g.provided ah£~nse or lease authonzmg such antenna or tower 

,, ';·~ has been appl'()ved byW,hitewaterTownship. 
'i~~~-~-;~~t~l?:*,-- ~-::;::- \,. 

"'s:~~;I~;.. . , '\ 35.1S~·is'~ecial Use Permits. 
GeneraC·s~ii:;{p,t:t followin ·:• ,rovisions shall govern the issuance of special use permits for 
towers or a.lit~il;n~ by th~~XImning Commission: 

'\~,,>;,;;::;~ i>- ,,_-:-:~:;.~},-~:/ 

1. If the tow~tol;t,W!tenna is not a permitted use under Section 35.14 of this ordinance, 
then a spec1~1Wtise permit shall be required for the construction of a tower or the 
placement of an antenna in all zoning districts. 

2. Applications for special use permits under this Section shall be subject to the 
procedures and requirements of Article XXV [Article on special uses] of the Zoning 
Ordinance, except as modified in this Section. 

3. In granting a special use permit, the Planning Commission may impose conditions to 
the extent the Planning Commission concludes such conditions are necessary to 
minimize any adverse effect of the proposed tower on adjoining properties. 
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4. Any information of an engineering nature that the applicant submits, whether civil, 
mechanical, or electrical, shall be certified by a licensed professional engineer. 

5. An applicant for a special use permit shall submit the information described in this 
Section and a non-refundable fee as established by the Whitewater Township Board, 
as well as any additional fees which may be required should outside professional 
assistance be required in the review of the appl!~~tion, to reimburse Whitewater 
Township for the costs of reviewing the applicati~n'9 

B. Towers. 
''v,'O'-,, 

1. Information required. In addition;1~i[~y informatid~teguired for applications for 
special use permits pursuant to.. 'Je' XXV [Article oh :~p~~ial uses] of the Zoning 
Ordinance, applicants for a speC' permit for a towersli~l,submit the following 
information: ····· · ·· .. 

a. 
,-,.,_ ,'<:--::: 

A scaled site · £!early indidl.t}if e location, type arrCl height of the 
proposed towe ~Slt~j~l:\lld uses ail' . c ping, adjacent land uses and zoning 
(including when ·.· .~cerifl'9:'iQ:~her muinc'ip.~lities), Master Plan classification 
of the. site and alf1i:Pr~ertf~'"1'~0h • the.l:tpplicable separation distances set 

• ,. "'''"' '"""'·'· · ,·•:••;" fol't~iin't§.ec;_tion 32. r · ( 4), ., . , oadwaY;s, proposed means of access, 
is~tliacks friffi.prope /.gst~le\rati' . *·~'~gs of ~e prop~sed tower and 
CWY other strtiytures, topography, parking;""and other 1nformat10n deemed by 
tlre?:qning AHministratorJg,·.be necessary to assess compliance with this 
ordihaffce. >/~ .. · ..... 

-y ~ '::--~ ·:\ 

,.~;)i~:"'~~~~eS~)~~ of th'e ;\ii);~ and leased parcel (if applicable). 

·<· .;''£· The ~61:~~9k di~t~gebetween the proposed tower and the nearest residential 
< unit, pla~e4 residertth:i1ly zoned properties, and unplatted residentially zoned 

d. 

. ~:.~.;;:.;/} 

propert1es:'0?j 

• The ... sept~Jjon distance from other towers described in the inventory of 
eXist_itig'.siies submitted pursuant to Section 35.13(C) shall be shown on an 
updated site plan or map. The applicant shall also identify the type of 
construction of the existing tower(s) and the owner/operator of the existing 
tower(s), if known. 

e. A landscape plan showing specific landscape materials. 

f. Method of fencing, and finished color and, if applicable, the method of 
camouflage and illumination. 
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A description of compliance with Sections 35.03(C), (D), (E), (F), (G), (J), 
(L), and (M), 35.15(B)(4), 35.15(B)(5) and all applicable federal, state or 
local laws. 

h. A notarized statement by the applicant as to whether construction of the 
tower will accommodate collocation of additional antennas for future users. 

i. Identification of the entities providing th~~~;:tckhaul network for the tower( s) 
described in the application and other f~Jltif~ sites owned or operated by the 
applicant in the municipality. :"'f,;t'le ·· 

,-,'/ 

'~;' -~~7;~--/~/ '~ 

j. A description of the suitability.Qf\ffi~ use €!.~sting towers, other structures 
or a~temative te~hnology .· /·~~i~quiring the q~~}~~f towers or structures to 
provide the services to01 ov1ded through the;;};l.s~ of the proposed new 
tower. 

k. A description 
the Townshi 
technological 
erected. 

2. Factors Q§~$i~~J;g,cl in Gr~~g"Spe · ~ei>t?rmi r Towers. In addition to any 
. -'" :·· ':-,-''<~}>"',;¢ . ~ ~~<'. ,,._,,, __ ,~"~.,. '-- .· . -,--,-:- :-- ,., __ -,0:--~ 

standat ;for co~ig~ration 0 ,~g} pedWhapplications pursuant to Article 
XXV T · cle on spe~ial uses] ifh.e' Zoning Oraillance, the Planning Commission 
shall co···· , ·~t: the f()il6wing fact6rs'>in determining whether to issue a special use 

,c,;J?fWt, altl:lB'ti~,t ·' · .llg~i,\}J~,.Co~§~ion may waive or reduce the burden on the 
;cfappfi:g@~;~f one~~?' '" re or;'fl:i~~.~; . te~~ if the Planning Commission concludes that 
the goa:rs·g~·$s of ifiatlce are oe' rved thereby: 

tower to residential structures and residential district 

d. Surrmmding topography; 

e. Surrounding tree coverage and foliage; 

f. Design of the tower, with particular reference to design characteristics that 
have the effect of reducing or eliminating visual obtrusiveness; 

g. Proposed ingress and egress; and 
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h. Availability of suitable existing towers, other stmctures, or alternative 
technologies not requiring the use of towers or stmctures, as discussed in 
Section 35.15(B)(3) ofthis ordinance. 

3. Availability of Suitable Existing Towers, Other Stmctures, or Alternative 
Technology. No new tower shall be permitted unless the applicant demonstrates to 
the reasonable satisfaction of the Planning Commission that no existing tower, 
stmcture or alternative technology that does ,!19t require the use of towers or 
stmctures can accommodate the applicant's a pfg'ppsed antenna. An applicant shall 
submit information requested by the Planning{~:~fumission related to the availability 
of suitable existing towers, other stmc~~~'"rlij~'''alternative technology. Evidence 
submitted to demonstrate that no exi§!!fig!:t'bwer, stm!9.ture or alternative technology 
can accommodate the applicant's/·P~r'>·osed anterifi~iB;il;tay consist of any of the 
following: -~,,l•t;[r:;r ••.. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

No existing towers or stmc~e~are lo~at~q within ~~t'~~ographic area which 
meet applican ' engineering req~~~~§~P '•.,~;~~l~1, 

v;~~~;t;-_-! ~~- ',~~::t3i•"'" 

Existing towers .. , . :' 'ctl,:tres are ~6ff~f;mfficient height to meet applicant's 
• • ·.;.J;;. ·:;: '''. c.·:··c:-, 

engmeenng reqmr¢inerits: ·. .?;>·,, 
" - ~-' ~ '--

ave 's~cient structural strength to 
.,.zi;~~tated equipment. 

d. TH ;r~pplic roposed antenna would cause electromagnetic interference 
i' ,. , ~- witliCtJiec,cp1f _ _ ''on the existing towers or stmctures, or the antenna on the 

<f;;;li;~~y;'~ , ··~;.::,q!::lr·p~ra.-.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.~ .. ·.-•..•. t.·._,·.o.m_ .•. · ..•• ·.,·_ ..• s_ •• __ ·g .. ·.e_·,·.1·~e·e.·_·.·.~ .. ~•.· .. s· ... --.~~··~: es \Wold cause interference with the applicants 
rj.f~~!t~:.. . ''·~.-- t.> . . ; 

,,:;·.;;, e. The fJ~~~\costs~ §f·,·~()ntractual provisions required by the owner in order to 
";._:p~ ''· share art'~~tsting t6wer or stmcture or to adapt an existing tower or stmcture 

;·:-\;··, for sharirtg;iJre unreasonable. Costs exceeding new tower development are 
·.· ~ presumed[tqbe unreasonable. 

;:;:: -;: ~- '_... _; '~~~-:-'~-:.;-[ 

--~~)-~-:::!3>-~ :·-~i~~~r~Ju~~:-~~} 
f. Tile;f~ppJicant demonstrates that there are other limiting factors that render 

existlll.g-towers and stmctures unsuitable. 

g. The applicant demonstrates that an alternative technology that does not 
require the use of towers or stmctures, such as a cable microcell network 
using multiple low-powered transmitters/receivers attached to a wireline 
system, is unsuitable. Costs of alternative technology that exceed new tower 
or antenna development shall not be presumed to render the technology 
unsuitable. 
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Setbacks. The following setback requirements shall apply to all towers for which a 
special use permit is required; provided, however, that the Planning Commission 
may reduce the standard setback requirements if the goals of this ordinance would 
be better served thereby: 

a. Towers must be set back a distance equal to at least seventy-five percent 
(75%) of the height of the tower from any adjoining lot line. 

b. Guys and accessory buildings must s~tf~~ the minimum zoning district 
~h;; ::::,:i~.~ y/ 

setback requirements. . i";rr::> 
. ', 

z''~J·f~//. :;,,\~':z" 
Separation. The following separaticw .. fequiremefl,t~.;,~hall apply to all towers and 
antennas for which a special use pef¢it is requir~Ci;),r,ovided, however, that the 
Planning Commission may redv ''~standard separatiol!2requirements if the goals 
of this ordinance would be bett~ ed thereby. · ;: 

a. 

,. ::;;:~~~'~;:~:,;,.. 

Separation fr01119ff-site uses/ , 

(1) 

'-,',-'''"-.,. 

~~co?::':·:~--

Tower;~~pri:f~tiqnshall be m ... ,. ed from the base of the tower to the 
lot line O(fu:e'oi{~ite uses alid(d)J,,designated areas as specified in 
Table 1, exc~pt as oth( ~s~ provideH5P. Table 1. 

-~: _- ----:•-. - ',>_, >.~~ ,-'";-:<~;'-~\ 

~- ~~ 

tion re~!'~;, . Jtor tchY:ew::.shall comply with the minimum 
s establis, ,,)ill Table 1. · ··· 

,:SJie\ 
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Table 1: 

Off-site Use/Designated Area Separation Distance 

Single-family or duplex residential units1 200 feet or 300% height of tower whichever is 
greater 

Vacant single-family or duplex residentially 
zoned land which is either platted or has 
preliminary subdivision plan approval which is 
not expired 

Vacant unplatted residentially zoned lands3 

Existing multi-family residential units greater 
than duplex units 

Non-residentially zoned lands or non-residential 
uses 

200 feet or 300% height oftowe? whichever is 
greater 

1 0~ fe~$~6f lOO~;.:~eight of tower whichever is 
s1~~tyr "'"'I1t>\. 

~00 feet or 1 00% heigh;i':Pf tower whichever is 
•h · . .;;,. 
.~eater ··· 
:~:/!tf>,_ 

1
Jncludes modular homesJ!!l,d,~obile ~~~USed ~J?g p~~ 

2
Separation measured ft:8}~li~~~e o{tower td'1~l9~est ?M~4· ": · etbackl~IJhe. 

3Includes any unplatt¢d~·1lsidentia]/l,lse properf / 'i}lout · 'd, preliminary subdivision plan or 
valid development plan: a,.pprova"Cdi}d any ITi rumly resi lntially zoned land greater than 
duplex. " . ~'~.i'0, · · 

'~-i'S ?:'>.-:-­
·--;, ~,: ·:< .>,::~,~--

. \t~~J~::;s. 
A. 'separ.ation distanc~~·:b~twe~ii'to~ers be applicable for and measured between the 

proposecl tower and pre~xisting to"\Ters. The separation distances shall be measured by 
drawing Q:t:following asg~ight line between the base of the existing tower and the proposed 
base, pmsu(intto a site pia.ffi. of the proposed tower. The separation distances (listed in linear 
feet) shall be·®·.shown in'Ta,ble 2. 

:-~< c, ----, - ' 

B. Table 2: Existin~ tJ\.yg:r::types, all measurements are in feet. (next page) 
·:·:~~~;~;;/; 
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Table 2. 

Lattice Guyed Monopole less 
than 75 feet 

Lattice 5,000 750 

Guyed 5,000 750 

Monopole 75 
feet or higher 1,500 750 

Monopole less 
than 75 feet 750 750 

A. Security fencing. ~~:t~r1crrtg U'{""·,:-~~ than six feet in height and 
shall also be equlPP1:1Q')~t however, that the 

WaiVe 

reqPll:~~memts snarl.l,f!~Qvern the landscaping surrounding towers for 
f¥Pro;v'ide~ct.':'[howe,ver. that the Planning Commission may 

be better served thereby. 

.Lio'-HU.u"u.~-'~'u. with a buffer of plant materials that effectively 
tnAArnuPr corl1b()Uftd from property used for residences. The standard 

at least four ( 4) feet wide outside the perimeter of 

3. Existing mature tree growth and natural land forms on the site shall be preserved to the 
maximum extent possible. In some cases, such as towers sited on large, wooded lots, natural 
growth around the property perimeter may be sufficient buffer. 
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Buildings or Other Equipment Storage. 
Antennas Mounted on Structures or Rooftops. The equipment cabinet or structure used in 
association with antennas shall comply with the following: 
1. The cabinet or structure shall not contain more than one hundred (100) square feet of 

gross floor area or be more than thirty five (35) feet in height. In addition, for 
buildings and structures which are less than thirty five (35) feet in height, the related 
unmanned equipment structure, if over one hundred (100) square feet of gross floor 
area or thirty five (35) feet in height, shall be loc~t~d on the ground and shall not be 
located on the roof of the structure. ,;j;IT> 

,':;~t<-~_;:·:"; 'p 

2. If the equipment structure is located on; .• nt6 'tO(){,, of a building, the area of the 
equipment structure and other equip:mentatid structtkxs shall not occupy more than 
ten (10) percent ofthe roof area. 'qt!}k~> 

3. Equipment storage buildings of• 
oo~. A ,.,, .•.s; 

Antennas Mounted on Utili lJle equipment c~ )net or structure 
used in association with anteriii~~;;$hall be locate · 'Jordance with the f~ll~wing: 
1. In residential districts, tli&:,~q~ipm~nt cabin ~~!Jucture may be located: 

(a) In a front or side yfu:d prQ'Yi:c;l~c;l the ca Ui.~t()r structure is no greater than ten 
(1. . . .. in height ~~,onefillii'}tBg~.~~venfY,~"~, (176) of ~oss floor ::rr~a and 

·~1}.\111 col}lB~Yi ~tl}. _all setJJack reqmrements Within the 
The cal5'Ui'et!s®cttire 'shaimsbe screened by an evergreen hedge 

'?ifi<•;.·'!'F: --_;-'F ·\'fY,'?"'~:<'¥ 

height 7q'f11~t least 42-48''inches and a planted height of at 

et or structure is no greater than ten (10) 
uLU,,~_..,u, seventy six (176) square feet in gross floor 

are shall comply with all setback requirements 
withirl\ e sp(;:cnlci•'•ZOile and be screened by an evergreen hedge with an 
ultimat~·\}~ight of · (8) feet and a planted height of at least 36 inches. 

2. In 66illin,~rcial o{uidustrial districts the equipment cabinet or structure shall be no 
greaterlli@,tett(19) feet in height and one hundred, seventy six (176) square feet ill 
gross floof af~~·./"fhe structure or cabinet shall comply with all setback requirements 
within the speCific zone and be screened by an evergreen hedge with an ultimate 
height of eight (8) feet and a planted height of at least 36 inches. In all other 
instances, structures or cabinets shall be screened from view of all residential 
properties which abut or are directly across the street from the structure or cabinet by 
a solid fence six (6) feet in height or an evergreen hedge with an ultimate height of 
eight (8) feet and a planted height of at least 36 inches. 

C. Antennas Located on Towers. The related unmanned equipment structure shall not contain 
more than ten (1 0) square feet of gross floor area and be more than ten (1 0) feet in height, 
and shall be located in accordance with the minimum yard requirements of the zoning 
district in which located. 
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Modification of Building Size Requirements. The requirements of Sections 35.16 (A) 
through (C) may be modified by the Planning Commission in the case of uses permitted by 
special use to encourage collocation. 

35.17: Removal of Abandoned Antennas and Towers. 
Any antenna or tower that is not operated for a continuous period of twelve (12) months shall be 
considered abandoned, and the owner of such antenna or tower shall remove the same within ninety 
(90) days of receipt of notice from the Township of Whitewater notifying the owner of such 
abandonment. Failure to remove an abandoned antenna or t~.~~~.)vithin said ninety (90) day shall 
be grounds to remove the tower or antenna at the owner's expeJ:18,e': If there are two or more users of 
a single tower, then this provision shall not become effectiy~\l.titiLall users cease using the tower. A 
performance guarantee may be required in order to eff:ecfuat~;::the terms and conditions of this 
ordinance. ,·,=U~~~!1~}i ·-, ;· ,~.<: __ ;.,- ----

A. 

B. 

·' /•>; \7fi~~>,. 
35.18: Nonconformmg Uses. \vnli;•;;h 

Not Expansion of Nonconforming Use:}g:q::(?wers that are constrilct~cl,,and antennas that are 
installed, in accordance with the provi~l.'Qh of this .Qrdinance shhil>p.ot be deemed to 

·· . .;:_,; :~:,;:·_ _/;:~\--~h.. /' '- _, ?'· 

constitute the expansion of a nonconforming'(~ . r strn~wre. · · S'ih, 

Preexisting towers. Preexistf~~}.t{)_)V~rs shall b' , ·iQ~:d to continue the~ usage as they 
presently exist. Routine mairit~tiarte~··{it:lcluding··~~p\acement with a new tower of like 
construction and height) shall bepermitted'()tLsuch pre~Xj;?ting towers. New construction 
other than routine)naintenance ona!preexistmg:.t'' er shalf[6'Q~ply with the requirements of 
this ordinance. /• \~}. Itc;#< ' '1

' ··••·••·· ::.,:;w 
, .. -_.::-.. }-.. 

C. Rebuilding Daill~ged or Des toyed Noncotff6rming Towefs or Antennas. Notwithstanding 
Section 32.17, 1Jot1,a·fide nontbnforming't3~.ers or antennas that are damaged or destroyed 
max,.?~·:f,¥Quilt with6u~·h:1yfu , .··.·.·. stobtaffi!~tlrninistrative approval or a special use permit 
~q,£;iill5ritl"' · g td rp:7e(tlle ;ep~~)ism ;~4tlirements specified in Sections 35.15(B)(4) 
~i~ 35.15(B) The t}'pe}peight, andio:cation of the tower onsite shall be ofthe same 
'fYP~.,and intensity ... ·~·,e origitl~t,tacility approval. Building permits to rebuild the facility 
shait;c~1,11ply with the''W:~n applic~!J~e building codes and shall be obtained within 180 days 
from'tli¢)ic:,tte the facilifYtf&, damaged'br destroyed. If no permit is· obtained or if said permit 

<'·/~~~~?~ ~.~:~;.~:<%-, 

expires, t:li¢?' q~er or anterilJ,~ shall be deemed abandoned as specified in Section 3 5.17. 
:~:/~,:J 

35.19: Severability. . •.......•... . ~•£:- •;< 
The various parts, secti~ns·@~i<~~~~ses of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any 
part, sentence, paragraph, se9tion or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. -

Section 35.20: Repealer. 
Any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed 
to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 35.21: Effective Date. 
This Ordinance shall take effect October 6, 1997. 
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36.00 

36.10 INTENT 

ARTICLE XXXVI 
MOBILE HOME STANDARDS 

(Effective July 28, 2017) 

The purpose of the Mobile Home standards is to establish guidelines for persons and families 
who choose to live in a mobile home, HUD, or similar approved structure rather than a 
conventional single-family structure that conforms to the Michigan Residential Code (MRC). 

36.11 MOBILE HOME REGULATIONS 
A mobile home may be permanently located on a lot as a single-family dwelling provided the 
following qualifying conditions are met: 

A. Each mobile home shall require a land use permit and shall be subject to the inspection 
standards of the Grand Traverse Construction Code Division. 

B. Each mobile home shall bear a label required by section 3282.362(c)(2) of the Federal 
Mobile Home Procedural and Enforcement Regulations. 

C. Each mobile home shall be installed pursuant to the manufacturer's setup instructions and 
shall be secured to the premises by an anchoring system or device complying with the rules 
and regulations of the Michigan Manufactured Housing Commission. 

D. Within ten (1 0) working days following installation, all towing mechanism shall be removed 
from each mobile home. No mobile home shall have any exposed undercarriage or chassis. 

E. All legally anchored mobile homes shall be exempt from foundation requirements. 
F. All mobile homes shall be located within the Agricultural and RC districts, and are subject to 

all existing regulations. 
G. All construction, plumbing, electrical apparatus and insulation within and connected to each 

home shall be of a type and quality conforming to the "Mobile Home Construction and 
Safety Standards" as promulgated by the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, being 24 CFR Section 3280, as is from time to time amended. 

H. To the extent that any of these provisions conflict with any provision of the Mobile Home 
Commission Act or its administrative rules as applied to a mobile home in a residential 
neighborhood, the Mobile Home Commission Act provision will control. 

36.12 BUILDING SIZES, LOT SIZES AND YARD REQUIREMENTS 
All structures, lots, and structure setbacks from property lines shall comply with the regulations 
established in Article XII of this Ordinance. 

36.30 MOBILE HOME CONDOMINIUM 
Multiple mobile homes may be placed on a common property under the provisions of Article 
28.15, Mobile Home Condominiums. Mobile home condominium projects shall conform to the 
requirements for mobile home parks established under the regulations of the Michigan Mobile 
Home Commission and the Schedule of Regulations in Article 12.11. 



Article XXXVII 
Supplementary Provisions 

37.10 Temporary Buildings and Uses 

A. Permitted Temporary Buildings and Uses. The following buildings and uses are 
permitted subject to meeting all of the following requirements of this section: 

1. Temporary Dwellings. No temporary dwelU11~ shall be erected or moved 
onto a lot and used for dwelling purpose,~;'¥k9ept during construction of a 
permanent dwelling on the premises,,~~s_Il has been issued a building 
permit and conforms to the following~::$t'Jl'i1!~>·· 

a) The residence under const ction2shall coriform to all other Township 
Ordinances. 

b) The reasonable dat~&V; .. · removal of th~ . tep:1porary dwelling, 
".J?;~;:-c _ _;--·t ;J -_,-- ,--.':-:::_:0_0~0>-

established on the pemyJjssued by the Zoning14"9Jninistrator, shall 
·: <\ "•>'41:'0, 

not exceed ninety (90) d~y-~. fromif,t,~~ date of "·oq~~gancy of the 
permanent s~P}!S:~re. ·:;, .. .~J;:i/' ,,, ;} ~;; 

c) The tempor~'.a\\'~lling shal imected to a water/supply and 
sewage dispo{~L syst€im. approv the Grand Traverse County 
Environmental ij~~ltfrt"Q~!lrtment. 

• ,,, •\ ··x:Y:f:":'ll> 
d) Th~,,,"'!Jpphcant for ~"· tempol;~~h.~we 

'~~!F~t~ Dwel~rl& A~~~~~tit\\ 
2. Tem'orar. u 

········· ..... ResidenceJ~ 
"~X;-=-'· ~~ building a 

· ermit shall complete the 
· , ted by the Township 

Construction of New 

/;,y: ;./ tht?l''O,llq:wing ~ 
··., a) Th~·~~~~!,denc , ·4er construction shall conform to all other Township 

'·;?l· Ordirifii'~~,s. ~;;~?-,, 
The rea§6vable date for removal of the temporary dwelling, 
establishe(Lpn the permit issued by the Zoning Administrator, shall not 

· T:~;L~:x.ceed ni!leJr (90) days from the date of occupancy of the permanent 
·st. ~~Wl/ 

c) Th 'plfcant for a temporary dwelling permit shall complete the 
"Tern rary Dwelling Agreement for the use of Existing Homes" as 
adopted by the Township Board. 

3. Temporary Camping. A property owner shall be entitled to a camping 
permit for temporary recreational use when conforming with the 
following: 
a) The structure shall not be permanently connected to a water supply, 

electrical supply, septic system, natural gas supply, nor permanently 
attached to a foundation. 



b) No "gray water" or sewage shall be drained or dumped from the 
structure, except into such collection vehicles, or septic disposal 
systems as may be approved by the Grand Traverse County 
Environmental Health Department. 

c) The maximum duration of stay shall not exceed one hundred and 
twenty (120) days per year. 

d) All camping activities shall be kept 50 feet from the ordinary high 
water mark. 

e) Camping activities shall not be a nuisance to surrounding property . 

. ~~~:~~{~~~--
4. Temporary Construction Structures. Temporary structures used for 

storage of equipment and construction. ''ig~~ may be used only during the 
construction of a permanent structu ... · .. . . 'fncl:l has been issued a building 
permit. The temporary structur~.s"'~hair be rem9xed from the site prior to 
the issuance of a certificate ofo¢~upancy. 'liWf/)·:, .. 

-"_.,,,_·~ 

5. Special Events and Othe' .. 1nporary Uses. Th~J:'!2wnship Zoning 
Administrator may grant tempQi].rJ use qf?i!apd and sttugfutes for special 

.• < ., •' ''•::·:·· ''·.:• ·~;c, 

events and other telllporary uses a~it!~~~q;£,§fow: ·;;,i8~lltb 
a) Carnival, Ci · d Musical CohR~i¥)r other Transient E:iitertainment 

or Recreationa ''zS· .• ,, }~<c~ 
b) Sidewalk or Ten e or other Similar-0utdoor Sale 
c) Oth~r,;~pecial Even , s d~~ht~· ·· · ilar'b~%t Zoning Administrator. 

;:_ ':_~:~>t~--::-~ j(--:. '"->v. ,;;: 

B. Temporarxt~Wfid.ingH.~i:;pse Per®!·.~:~fJempor~{p.uilding or use shall require 
issuance otJi land use ·~ei"mit fronf\ltijf;:zoning Adlhirustrator under Article 17 of 
this Ordinance. 'lhe Zcn:tip.g Adm(;:;,t, fttor shall make a determination that the 
.lB$~~!~u,"of a telJ}pR~il1~~i~~igg "'§r will not adversely affect adjoining 
J1'lp~rtie~j{j1}R~ adv~r~~!Y affed}l!i~:rP•::+. t~1thealth, safety, and the general welfare 

.. of the TowilsWp~ Tlie;:'B~};mit shall'';sef;forth all conditions to be placed and may 
. · ··require a fee as.festablisne<l;by the Township Board. 

--~-:-=··~: --~--~- --~ Z(~(~~-:~~~~t <r~;t~~~:>o1~. 
C. Pbffonp.ance Guar~j~@. Th~;:fdwnship may require a deposit by the applicant in 

the :fo'''· of a certifi¢ij:\check, cash or letter of credit in an amount sufficient to 
hold the <:&~ship fr~~ of all liabilities incident to the operation of a temporary 
building of';~'e •. tQ;il}<l,¢mnify any adjoining land owner for any damages resulting 
from the opef~t19:il:}:Of such activity and to ensure proper cleanup after the 
temporary use '''hli:& removal of all temporary structures. The amount of the 
guarantee shall be estimated by the Zoning Administrator. The Township shall 
rebate to the applicant upon satisfactory removal of all temporary uses and 
structures. 



37.20 Raising and Keeping of Animals 

A. The keeping of domestic animals shall be allowed provided that the animals are 
maintained so as to not constitute a public nuisance. Dogs shall be limited to 
three (3). 

B. The keeping of livestock, including horses and poultry shall be allowed provided 
that the same are kept on a parcel of land of not less than two and one-half (2 1 \2) 
acres and provided further that all livestock and poultry be properly housed and 
fenced so as not to be a public nuisance and provided that no enclosure or space for 
the permanent housing of livestock or poultry sh::t!l~be located nearer than one 
hundred (100) feet from any adjoining property linef8rJUghway right-of-way. 

C. The keeping of female poultry and rabbits is p~nni,tt~d on parcels of land less than 
two and one-half (2 Yz) acres provided that,itf},~;;f&h1_\!Y poultry is properly housed 
and adequately contained within the prOJ?@ifyJ§o as nof,t().be a public nuisance and 
provided that no enclosure or space f9f:!B~rlnanent houstgg;~hall be located nearer 
than forty (40) feet from any adjoi~jrtgpfoperty line or h1gltway right-of-way. 

"tWkt;~;-,( ;-,-

37.30 Dog Kennels 
Dog kennels shall be subject to t~(!,following co ~j1~?. . .. > 

A. The parcel of land upon ~WPh·~~ch activitY,'~~·\., ducted shall be no· less that ten 
(10) acres in area. "'"· ,· ... . =":i·· 

B. All enclosures for breeding,~fe~d ~Jter or other :uses in conjunction with the 
harboring of d()g~ •. shall be h.a[Q.A sur ac~l$\'ap,<;! pro vi? . roper drains for washing 

with waterg~F~~~~1 . ';:!if?*. 2 :·;D.(>:~. 
C. All breedinR·;:~~a , ···t~;\ and. s~~ll~~JfN5·as/ sh~l~~~1t2 ?e locat~d nearer than two 

htmdred (2om;,{eet from~~Y adJmmng.J>fOperty lme or highway nght-of-way. 
D. The entire faciL\~Jncl~~iJllg,~reeding ~~~s, shelters and runs shall be enclosed by 

a.visual screen ·or's()Uli:q~(ed.g~·. wall'Qt1 nee six (6) feet in height. 
.. _,:~ '?;!·.-,~ ,,~-~,£~" ·,,,._,~ 

-r- --: =:- _- ___ ,-_->_, ___ ,_o---- ------- - -----,--:-,,-··:-~< -- ~;]~;~\'} - '~- -:~--<~~ 

37.40.H~me Occlip'~t~~p.s · · .::;;·". 
Home~<.;cupations sll~lf~~divicl~q;:i11to 2 classes: Minor and Major Home Occupations. 

·:;i•A;"'Minor Hom~ QRpupatiOAAoS,hall be conducted entirely within a residence, 
.. :;·;;m~st be operat~~}py the occupants of the residence and there shall be no 

visib!e external(e\l'idence of the occupation. This type of occupation shall not 
requi&e,permitti~g;;t'rom the Township. Examples- Internet Sales, 
Accoulit~!l!s,Afil~ts, Engineers, Medical Marijuana Caregivers, Private 
TeachedA:ruf()rs·, Authors, Wedding Planners and similar uses. 

B. Major Home Occupations can be conducted within the residence and/or an 
accessory building located on the property. Signage shall be allowed on site 
and non-resident employees may be allowed. Further, this type of 
occupation shall require a special use permit from the Planning Commission 
and meet the special conditions listed in Article 25.22 (C). Examples­
Hairdresser, Retail Shops (including antiques and gifts) and similar uses as 
determined by the Planning Commission. 



37.50 Private Family Campgrounds 
A. Private Campgrounds are intended to allow owners to utilize their property for 

the purpose of temporary but·reoccurring recreational uses. The private campground may 
consist of temporary and/or permanent structures and shall meet the following conditions: 

1. The property shall contain a minimum of 10 acres. 
2. Cabins shall be limited to one per 5 acres. 
3. Permanent camping pads shall be allowed at a rate of one per 2 acres. 
4. Each cabins or pad shall be provided water and sanitary service 

approved by the Grand Traverse County Health Department. 
5. No structures or pads shall be located w!th,ip. 50 feet of a property line. 
6. An accessory/service building for storage~J:eboking, etc. shall be 

allowed provided that the building do§~,,~ot exceed 1200 square feet. 
7. A pavilion up to 400 square feet.~h~Jfh~~!lowed. 
8. Permanent residency is prohipiteuion the 1pt(merty. 
9. Recreational elements sha · ''',qtlhave a negatiyi:rimpact on the 

surrounding areas withr. , dto noise, light, 6do'f~t~ etc. 
10. The campground or porti~6s. thereof shall not bef~'~t: ·· or offered to 

the public. '<m;~·"· .•. · 
11. A document ~Rs~¥,be filed with.fl} ,,;,;Shfraverse Cou'ribr,;~egister of 

Deeds stating'· d':~()p_ditions and ons of the site pla.l{by the 
property owne 
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