
“Get on the 
Kindergarten Express”

Wild About 
Kindergarten



Introductions

Who are 
we?

Wendy Reaves, 
Volusia County Schools
Early Learning Coordinator

Volusia County Resource Teachers
Jessica Duncan
Karen Lassiter
Denise Peddicord



Today’s Agenda
• Kindergarten  Registration ideas
• Kindergarten Orientation
• Community Involvement
• Kindergarten Daily Schedule
• Kindergarten Curriculum
• Helpful tips for prekindergarten teachers
• Family Resources
• Teacher Suggestions
• Contact Information



Why is Early Childhood so 
important?

• Research shows that
children are more
successful in school and
beyond if they are given a
strong foundation in the
earliest years of their lives.

• A newborn's brain is about
a quarter of the size of the
average adult brain.
Incredibly, it doubles in
size in the first year and
keeps growing to about 80
percent of adult size
by age three and 90
percent — nearly full
grown — by age five.



VPK 
comedian



Virtual Kindergarten 
Roundup & Registration

https://www.vcsedu.org/VPK/kindergarten-roundup

https://www.vcsedu.org/VPK/kindergarten-roundup


School Site 
Kindergarten 
Orientation

• 30-minute sessions
• Rotations to enforce

social distancing
• Prescreening for

students
• PowerPoint

presentation
• Universal Kindergarten

evening
• Virtual option following



Principal’s Resources

POWERPOINT 
TEMPLATE

TEACHER’S 
TOOLBOX

Principal PP 

template 

Toolbox 

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:ad9de038-4eee-4450-b435-1d3612e91ff0


Community Involvement

Bridging 
the Gap

• Private Provider training
• Daily Schedule of

Kindergarten
• School Tour
• Teacher clips

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:b3199fff-1521-4ed8-b8fc-0f848de8eef0


Kindergarten 

District

Academic 
Schedule

Classroom:   18 students to 1 certified teacher 

School Hours: 7:55 a.m. to 2:05 p.m. or 
8:10 a.m. to 3:20 p.m. Plus I/ Title I  
schools

Recommended Minutes:

150 minutes   English Language Arts /Content Literacy 

90 minutes     Mathematics 

40 minutes     Science

35 minutes     Special Area 

(Art, Guidance, Media, Music, PE) 

30 minutes     Lunch



What skills would 
Kindergarten teachers 

like to see?
Self Help Skills:

• Toileting

• Open milk cartons and lunch
item

• Opening backpacks  holding
writing tools correctly

• Operating zippers

Social Skills:

• Asking for help appropriately

• Expressing needs
appropriately

• Use their words

• Sharing

• Take turns

• Walk in line

Academic Skills:

• Know their first and last name

• Write their name

• Identify the letters in their
name

• Counting to 20

• Know their colors

Fine Motor Skills:

• Cutting

• Gluing

• Holding tools correctly

• Writing with multiple tools

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://eigarcialorca.blogspot.com/2015_02_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Family Resources

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

https://satisfyingretirement.blogspot.com/2020/07/parents-adult-children-living-together.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Preparing Your Families 
for Transitioning their 
Child to  Kindergarten…



Takeaways to Remember

• Knowing what to expect helps kids start 
kindergarten with more confidence.

• Adjust bedtime and morning routines before 
school starts.

• Tell your child that kindergarten is about trying 
and learning new things, and that it’s OK to ask 
for help.



Practicing 
Kindergarten 

Skills
Summer Kindergarten Kits

Read, Read, Read!

Indicators for Kindergarten 
Readiness



Summer Kindergarten Kits

C:\Users\jduncan\Volusia County Schools\Voluntary Prekindergarten - General\Transitioning to 
Kindergarten\Kindergarten Round Up-Site\summer passport-final1.pub

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:88849dfd-72fa-463e-b555-76ec16c3cafe


Read, Read, 
Read! 



Create a Booklist Transitioning to Kindergarten Booklist 
(aft.org)

https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/t2k_booklist.pdf


Indicators 
for 

Kindergarten 
Readiness

file:///C:/Users/jduncan/OneDrive - Volusia County Schools/VPK/Kindergarten Files/Checklists & Schedules/Can I Checklist1.doc
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:07a8a811-88f6-4d6b-93da-fb6d59c32bde


Indicators for Kindergarten Readiness

Family Toolkit

• My Accomplishment Box!
C:\Users\jduncan\Volusia County Schools\Voluntary Prekindergarten -

General\Transitioning to Kindergarten\OEL presentation\Parent and Family 
Engagement\Accomplishment_Box_Starter_Kit_.pdf

• Getting Ready for K Look Fors
C:\Users\jduncan\Volusia County Schools\Voluntary Prekindergarten -

General\Transitioning to Kindergarten\OEL presentation\Parent and Family 
Engagement\getting_ready_for_kindergarten_handouts-parents.pdf

• Can I…checklist
C:\Users\jduncan\OneDrive - Volusia County Schools\VPK\Kindergarten 

Files\Checklists & Schedules\Can I Checklist1.doc

file:///C:/Users/jduncan/Volusia County Schools/Voluntary Prekindergarten - General/Transitioning to Kindergarten/OEL presentation/Parent and Family Engagement/Accomplishment_Box_Starter_Kit_.pdf
file:///C:/Users/jduncan/Volusia County Schools/Voluntary Prekindergarten - General/Transitioning to Kindergarten/OEL presentation/Parent and Family Engagement/getting_ready_for_kindergarten_handouts-parents.pdf


Setting a Routine



New Morning Routine…

• Getting_Ready_for_School_Understood.pdf 
(ctfassets.net)

https://assets.ctfassets.net/p0qf7j048i0q/45FC6r0bUKJjxJstEVEXmA/29e1e85583f7d6c9d5f58e51d8c3cccf/Getting_Ready_for_School_Understood.pdf


Setting a Sleep Schedule

• How to Get Kids on a School Sleep Schedule | Understood - For 
learning and thinking differences

• Bedtime Checklist for Younger Kids. pdf (ctfassets.net)

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinking-differences/understanding-childs-challenges/simple-changes-at-home/9-steps-for-getting-your-grade-schooler-on-a-healthy-sleep-schedule
https://assets.ctfassets.net/p0qf7j048i0q/1BAmDZcMFlk6QQLb6XJrgD/473062a5a21f0371223fb66d4a828481/Bedtime_Checklist_for_Younger_Kids_Understood.pdf


Talking with your Child
• First Day Jitters: Ways

to Help!

• Tips when talking with
their children

• Conversation Starters





“I don’t wanna
go to school!”

• https://u.org/3usKnUf

https://u.org/3usKnUf


➢ Ask open-ended questions
➢ Start with factual observations
➢ Share your situations
➢ Avoid negative questions 

Tips when talking with your child…



Conversation Starters

• https://u.org/3wwuoq8

https://u.org/3wwuoq8


Free Website for Families & Educators!!
Get Ready to Read!

http://www.getreadytoread.org/


Teacher’s 
Suggestions



How can our 
teaching 

strategies bring 
rigor which will 

ensure a smooth 
transition to 

Kindergarten?



How to Incorporate
Curriculum



Procedures, 
procedures, 
procedures



Procedures, procedures, 
procedures



This Photo

http://efllecturer.blogspot.com/2013/08/can-you-name-all-animals-quiz-game.html


Attention 
Signals 



Whole Group

Whole Group Ideas 
Begin the day with review of every letter and sound every day, 
phonemic awareness, calendar, letter of the week, story, 
continue whole group throughout the day with social 
emotional learning, math skill of the week.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 
CC BY-SA-NC

http://englishmilagrosa.blogspot.com/p/pre-primary-from-3-to-5-years-old.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Print rich environment





This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bull_cartoon_04.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/




This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://order.uprintinvitations.com/Invitations-Boys/Babyface-29-with-CLIPART-Birthday-Invitations-ALL-COLORS.htm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/




Centers
Examples of Types of Centers

• Housekeeping/Dramatic Play – New assignment each 
week

• Building- blocks, Legos, Magna-tiles – Stem and/or 
Literacy assignment each week 

Example – building habitats, building  

houses for the three pigs

• Letters/Make Words Center

• Writing Center – Building Letters w/wooden pieces, 
Practice tracing, copying, eventually free writing using 
CVC words and sight words – make use of different 
writing utensils(markers, crayons, golf pencils)

• Fine Motor Center – playdough, clay, plastic tweezers 
w/pom poms, kinetic sand

• Math Center – use review math skills 



Center Time



Center Time



Small Groups

Small groups are differentiated 
• Para group can concentrate on letter or word of the

week

• Teacher can differentiate and pull from centers – no
more than two for struggling learners and meet each
day



Small Group Time 



Small Group Time



Self 
Assessment

Self Assessment 
Children that learn to assess their own 

work are ready for Kindergarten!



Why do we 
do what we 

do?

Showing off 
his NEW skill!



Fun ways to HIGHLIGHT 
your programs



Contact Information

Wendy Reaves

wnreaves@volusia.k12.fl.us

Jessica Duncan

jlduncan@volusia.k12.fl.us

Denise Peddicord

dmpeddic@volusia.k12.fl.us

Karen Lassiter

kplassit@volusia.k12.fl.us



Any Questions?
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