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April 
7 SAT – CAI – Monthly Breakfast Meeting and Drive, Lancaster, CA 
7-15 – SDR – Porsches and Parks Tour [information] 
8 SUN – OCR – Autocross [information] 
14 SAT – LAR – Mount Wilson Observatory Tour & Lunch, La 
Canada Flintridge, CA [registration] 
14 SUN – SDR – Autocross, San Diego, CA [information] 
21 SAT – AZR – Autocross, Arizona Motorsports Park [information] 
20-22 – PCA – California Festival of Speed, Fontana, CA 
[information] [ad] 
22 SUN – N/A – Luftgekuhlt 5 
25-29 – PCA – Treffen Tamaya, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 
27-29 – SDR – Performance Driving School, San Diego, CA 
[information] 
28 SAT – SBR – The Gimmick Rally, Westlake Village, CA 
[information] 
29 SUN – CAI – Concours, College of the Canyons, Valencia, CA 
[registration] 
29 SUN – SAR – Cinco De Mayo Autocross, Tucson, AZ 
[registration] 
 

May  
3 THU – SAR – Cinco de Mayo Golf Event, Tucson, AZ [registration] 
5 SAT – CAI – Monthly Breakfast Meeting and Drive, Lancaster, CA 
5 SAT – SAR – Cinco de Mayo Concours, Tucson, AZ [information] 
6 SUN – SAR – Cinco de Mayo Landmark Rally for Charity, Tucson, 
AZ [registration] 
12 SAT – SDR – Autocross, San Diego, CA [information] 
19 SAT – LAR – Wheels to Water IV, Los Angeles, CA [registration] 
20 SUN – GPX – Concours, Lakewood Country Club 
20 SUN – OCR – Autocross [information] 
25-28 – SBR – Gold Chain Highway Tour, Central Valley, CA 
[information] 
26 SAT – SDR – Autocross, San Diego, CA [information] 
 

June 
1 FRI – OCR – Driver Education Event, Big Willow, Rosamond, CA 
[information] 
2 SAT – CAI – Monthly Breakfast Meeting and Drive, Lancaster, CA 
2 SAT – N/A – The Friends of Steve McQueen Car and Motorcycle 
Show, Chino Hills, CA 
3 SUN – OCR – Autocross [information] 
8-11 – LVR – LVR’s Northern Arizona Tour and Rally [registration]  
9 SAT – SDR – Autocross, San Diego, CA [information] 
9-10 – NA – San Marino Motor Classic Events, San Marino, CA 
16 SAT – OCR – Concours, Mile Square Park, Fountain Valley, CA 
[information] 
17 SUN – SDR – Father’s Day – Back Country Roads Tour, San 
Diego, CA [information] 
29-JUL 2 – AMR – 2018 968 West Coast Gathering, Sonora, CA 
30 SAT – SDR – Autocross, San Diego, CA [information] 

 

July 
7 SAT – CAI – Monthly Breakfast Meeting and Drive, Lancaster, CA 
8-14 – PCA – Porsche Parade, Osage Beach, MO [information] 
20-29 – LVR – Glacier Park Tour 
21 SAT – SDR – Autocross, San Diego, CA [information] 
21-22 – SBR – Drive on the Wild Side, Tour of California 
[information] 
 

August 
4 SAT – CAI – Monthly Breakfast Meeting and Drive, Lancaster, CA 
16-26 – N/A – Monterey Classic Car Week 
18-19 – N/A – Monterey Pre-Reunion, Monterey, CA [information] 
23-26 – N/A – Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion, Monterey, CA 
[information] 
26 – N/A – Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance Events, Monterey, 
CA [information] 
 

September 
1 SAT – CAI – Monthly Breakfast Meeting and Drive, Lancaster, CA 
12-16 – PCA – Treffen Banff, Banff, AB Canada 
22 SAT – AZR – Autocross, Arizona Motorsports Park [information] 
22-23 – SDR – Time Trial, Big Willow, Rosamond, CA [information] 
23 SUN – LAR – Concours, TBD location 
29 SAT – RED – Timeline Event, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
27-30 – PCA – Rennsport Reunion VI 
 

October 
6 SAT – CAI – Monthly Breakfast Meeting and Drive, Lancaster, CA 
6 SAT – AZR – Autocross, Arizona Motorsports Park [information] 
13 – SAT – Driver’s Education & Time Trial, Chuckwalla, Desert 
Center, CA [information] 
14 SUN – SBR – Concours, TBD Location  
28 SUN – SGVR – Concours, TBD Location (Pasadena, CA) 
 

November 
3 SAT – CAI – Monthly Breakfast Meeting and Drive, Lancaster, CA 
3 SAT – AZR – Concours, TBD Location 
10 SAT – AZR – Autocross, Arizona Motorsports Park [information] 
23 FRI – OCR – Driver Education Event, TBD, CA [information] 
 

December 
1 SAT – CAI – Monthly Breakfast Meeting and Drive, Lancaster, CA 
8 SAT – AZR – Autocross, Arizona Motorsports Park [information] 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for events, do not hesitate to 
contact any of the board/committee members!!! 

Be sure to check out the CAI website (http://cai.pca.org) for all the latest info. 

Upcoming Events/ 

http://www.pcasdr.org/event/pca_sdr-porsches-and-parks-tour/
http://www.pcaocr.com/?page=1&e=5807
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/pca-la-mount-wilson-observatory-tour-lunch-paradise-cove-malibu-ca-los-angeles-569078
http://www.pcasdr.org/event/pca-sdr-autocross-sdccu-stadium-west-lot-2/
http://az.pca.org/event/april-autocross-at-amp-2/
http://www.calfestival.org/
http://cai.pca.org/Ads/cfosad1s.pdf
https://luftgekuhlt.com/
http://treffen.pca.org/index.cfm?event=main.showcontent&page=4
http://www.pcasdr.org/event/pca-sdr-performance-driving-school-friday-chalk-talk-4-27/
http://www.pcasb.org/images/2018_events/Gimmick2018.pdf
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/concours-in-canyons-college-of-pca-california-inland-524599
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/pca-sar-cinco-de-mayo-zone-8-autocross-musselman-honda-circuit-southern-arizona-984957
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/pca-sar-cinco-de-mayo-golf-event-tucson-national-catalina-course-southern-453594
http://pcasar.com/driving/2017-cinco-de-mayo/
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/pca-sar-cinco-de-mayo-landmark-rally-for-charity-st-philips-plaza-582049
http://www.pcasdr.org/event/pca-sdr-autocross-sdccu-stadium-west-lot-3/
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/pca-la-wheels-to-water-iv-los-angeles-yacht-club-567199
http://www.pcaocr.com/?page=1&e=5810
http://www.pcasb.org/images/2018_events/CaliforniaGoldChain.jpg
http://www.pcasdr.org/event/pca-sdr-autocross-sdccu-stadium-west-lot-4/
http://www.pcaocr.com/?page=1&e=5851
https://stevemcqueencarshow.com/
https://stevemcqueencarshow.com/
http://www.pcaocr.com/?page=1&e=5813
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/lvr-pca-flagstaff-scenic-tours-gimmick-rally-az-surrounding-areas-las-vegas-589975
http://www.pcasdr.org/event/pca-sdr-autocross-sdccu-stadium-south-east-lot/
https://www.sanmarinomotorclassic.com/
http://www.pcaocr.com/?page=1&e=5721
http://www.pcasdr.org/event/pca-sdr-fathers-day-back-country-roads-tour/
http://www.pcasdr.org/event/pca-sdr-autocross-sdccu-stadium-west-lot-5/
https://www.pca.org/event/2017-09-12/porsche-parade-2018
http://www.pcasdr.org/event/pca-sdr-autocross-sdccu-stadium-west-lot-6/
http://www.pcasb.org/images/2018_events/Drive%20the%20wildside%20FLYER.pdf
http://www.mazdaraceway.com/monterey-pre-reunion
http://www.mazdaraceway.com/rolex-monterey-motorsports-reunion
https://www.pebblebeachconcours.net/
http://treffen.pca.org/index.cfm?event=main.showcontent&page=4
http://az.pca.org/event/autocross-amp-sept/
http://www.pcasdr.org/event/willow-springs-2-5mi-time-trial-2/
http://press.porsche.com/news/release.php?id=1038
http://az.pca.org/event/oct-6-autocross-amp/
http://www.pcasdr.org/event/chuckwalla-drivers-ed-time-trial-cw-6/
http://az.pca.org/event/nov-10-autocross-amp/
http://www.pcaocr.com/?page=1&e=5857
http://az.pca.org/event/dec-8-autocross-at-amp/
http://cai.pca.org
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A 
s all PCA Members know, 
Porsche sports cars are de-
signed and ready to be driven 
hard on a race track. After 

several months getting to know Por-
sche’s latest variant of the Boxster/
Cayman, the 718 model, I wanted to 
get this marvelous machine out for a 
track weekend to experience what it 
can do and to work on my driving skills. 
I was fortunate to do this with a good 
friend, fellow PCA member, and sea-
soned track veteran Jeff Srinivasan, 
whom I first came to know profession-
ally at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab 
where we both work. Later we discov-
ered our mutual interest in sports cars; 
more recently he was also very gener-
ous in allowing me some seat time in 
his impeccable Cayman GTS (981) 
while I was thinking through the “how” 
and “when” of getting into a Cayman 
myself. Having not been on any track 
for six years, I felt lucky to visit Button-
willow with Jeff who has been there 
several times and provided me with a 
wealth of good advice and guidance on 
getting started. 

This particular event was put on by 
the Speed Ventures organization, at-
tracting a variety of different driving 
enthusiasts—we saw cars ranging 
from high-end exotics such as Porsche 
911 GT3’s, a Ferrari 458 Italia, a cou-
ple of Corvette Z06’s, and a McLaren 
570S, to a large group of modified 
BMW M3’s, Honda S2000’s and many 
track-prepped Honda Civics. During 
both Saturday and Sunday, we wit-
nessed a wide range of skill levels and 

The First Track Day with a New 718 Cayman S 

Story by Sam Thurman 
Photos by CaliPhotography 

lap times from this diverse 
group of cars and their drivers. 

Buttonwillow sits in a flat, 
dusty area just west of Inter-
state 5, northwest of Bakers-
field. There are over 30 differ-
ent track configurations that 
can be used, but one of the 
most popular is the “13-
clockwise” or 13CW layout. 
This variant, used in our track 
weekend, combines a few tight 
corners, esses, and chicanes 
with several straight and 
sweeper sections that can be 
taken at relatively high speeds 
as shown by the green arrows 
in the figure. There isn’t much 
elevation change (< 50 ft.) 
around the course, although 
“Phil Hill” is one exception in-
volving a blind crest followed 
by a downhill plunge towards 
another apex that can spell 
trouble for drivers coming over 
the crest with too much speed. 
At 3,800 ft. (0.72 mi.) in length, the 
front straight allows top speeds ap-
proaching 150 mph for the fastest cars 
that were there. 

Aside from the other potential haz-
ards of track driving, one that often 
occurs here is poor visibility caused 
whenever a car gets off-track into the 
surrounding dirt. The resulting dust 
cloud can be quite intimidating, espe-
cially in situations where a car right in 
front of you has just spun. This leaves 
you headed into the dust blind, not 
knowing where the other car is located 

and often with 
other cars 
close behind! 
While visibility 
can be an 
issue, the flat 
area com-
bined with this 
soft dirt reduc-
es the risk of 
injury or car 
damage for 
drivers testing 
their limits. 
As is typical 
for driving 
events, driv-
ers and cars 

were organized into run groups seek-
ing to roughly match skill level and car 
capabilities within each group. With 
Jeff’s experience and ability, he slotted 
into the top (“red”) run group on both 
days. Being new to both Buttonwillow 
and the 718 Cayman I drove in the be-
ginner’s (“blue”) group on the first day, 
and moved to the lower intermediate 
(“purple”) group for the second day. In 
addition I paid for instruction on the 
first day in hopes of a better learning 
curve and a lower likelihood of making 
serious mistakes. There were six 
groups in the morning and five in the 
afternoon that cycled through 20-25 
minute sessions, such that each run 
group was able to get on track four 
times per day, plus a less structured 
session at the end of the day, providing 
an additional opportunity for more track 
time. It was fairly cold (32°F) when we 
arrived early in the morning on both 
days so all drivers were admonished 
by the SpeedVentures staff to start 
slowly, allowing their cars, the track, 
and themselves to warm up. 

Jeff came well equipped with his 
981 Cayman GTS including the right 
performance goodies for track duty, 
such as the PDK transmission, Sport 
Chrono package, and PASM suspen-

Track Weekend at Buttonwillow, December 16-17, 2017  

Jeff Srinivasan and his Cayman GTS in action – full throttle down the 
front straight  
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sion. By afternoon of the first day, he 
was already pushing on his all-time 
best lap times. Along with Jeff, several 
of the other “red” group drivers were at, 
or near, 2:00 minute lap times 
(approaching 95 mph avg. lap speed) 
in the afternoon sessions with warmer 
track temps. At the top end the faster 
cars were reaching 1:50 laps, such as 
at least one of the 911 GT3’s present. 

I headed out with my instructor, a 
veteran club racer named Tom Kim, for 
the first couple of sessions looking to 
get familiar with both car and track. 
Like Jeff’s car, I had my 718 Cayman S 
equipped for track duty, including Sport 
Chrono, PDK transmission, PASM 
Sport suspension, and the Porsche 
Torque Vectoring (PTV) package. I 
quickly realized that having an experi-
enced instructor is a tremendous ad-
vantage! In these first sessions I got to 
know the track, made a start at learn-
ing the proper line, and most of all, be-
gan to develop some comfort with the 
718 S’s capabilities. Buttonwillow al-
lows several extended periods of full 
throttle acceleration, interspersed with 
short, heavy braking prior to various 
corners and curves. In particular I was 
impressed with the car’s braking abil-
ity—through every session on both 
days the brakes held up without any 
fade even with repeated heavy brak-
ing. My instructor patiently talked me 
through where and how to push the car 
more and to believe in its capabilities. 

Having not been to Buttonwillow 
before and recognizing that some of 
the faster cars were on racing slicks, I 
went crazy with painters’ tape prior to 
the weekend trying to minimize any 
damage to the car’s finish. With the 
benefit of hindsight, I overdid it! After 
the weekend was over the car cleaned 
up nicely after removal of all the pro-
tective tape, subject to a lot of dust and 
the usual rubber bits that collect in the 
wheels and front radiator air inlets. 

I went and watched Jeff out on 
track when I wasn’t lining up for my 
own sessions and to watch the faster 
cars in the “red” group. After each ses-
sion Jeff would evaluate his driving and 
lap times, including use of a 
smartphone application that recorded 

GPS-derived 
telemetry 
throughout 
each lap, 
with braking 
and acceler-
ation levels, 
speed and 
cornering 
accelera-
tions. I no-
ticed many 
of the other 
faster drivers 
doing similar 
things seek-
ing that extra 
bit of speed. 
Near the end of the day Tom, my in-
structor, offered me a seat in his 1998 
spec. Boxster race car for the open 
passing session. It was a real eye 
opener to observe his line, braking 
points, corner entries and exits relative 
to my own! This Boxster racecar had 
the base 2.7-liter engine, with about 
240 hp. (vs. 350 in my 718 S), so Tom 
really worked to keep his momentum 
up in the corners to the point where his 

worn Toyo summer performance tires 
were beginning to give out near the 
session’s end, leading to some inter-
esting slides that he controlled with 
some (very) rapid steering inputs. Jeff 
and I had newer summer performance 
tires on our cars, which provided good 
grip and held up well to the heat cy-
cling of repeated on-track sessions.  

On the 2
nd

 day I drove with the 
“purple” intermediate group and, with 
more seat time, was able to whittle my 

lap times down near 2:10 by mid-
afternoon, while avoiding several off-
track incidents by other drivers. As pre-
dicted by the event staff, such inci-
dents increased as the day progressed 
with tired drivers spinning out and hav-
ing other off-track excursions, each 
creating the inevitable dust cloud. Jef-
f’s front brake pads were looking pretty 
thin so he wisely elected to wave off 
his last session of that day. I was 

somewhat surprised to see how much 
apparent wear my own car had on its 
rear brake pads, thought to be an arti-
fact of the Porsche Torque Vectoring 
system’s operation (Jeff’s car didn’t 
have PTV). In the “green” run group a 
bona fide accident occurred, with two 
cars colliding while trying to get 
through “Sunset” corner leading onto 
the front straight, after which I decided 
to sit out my own last session for safe-
ty’s sake. 

I left having had a terrific first on-
track experience in a Porsche. My top 
objective—don’t damage the car—was 
fulfilled and I started to learn how to be 
a better driver, thanks in part to my 
friend, Jeff Srinivasan, and my instruc-
tor, Tom Kim. Many an enthusiast has 
been told that track driving is addictive, 
and I’m a believer—one looking for that 
next chance to do it again!  

The author heads out for 1st beginner session, with lots of protective 
painter’s tape  

Cayman GTS in hard cornering – note the body roll as Jeff pushes his car  

The author with instructor Tom Kim on board, looking for more cornering speed  
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CAI Installation Dinner 

Photos by Ian Anderson and Michael Forest 
 
 

On January 27th an installation dinner was held for our new officers 

John—Treasurer, Ian—Vice President, Alex—President, Sam—Secretary 
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Ian and Alex, our new Vice President and President with 
their new name tags 
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CAI Concours Page 1/2 
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CAI Concours Page 2/2 
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“Are we still doing this?” asked 
Jack, the San Gabriel Valley Region 
President. The weather forecast for the 
morning tour wasn’t looking too prom-
ising and he had called me up to see 
what I thought. “Oh yes!” I exclaimed. 
“Those who want to go will show, those 
who don’t, won’t.” 

After waking up early we saw the 
rain had stopped, the roads were a 
little wet, but drying and things were 
looking good.  Naomi and I headed out 
to the first meeting spot expecting no-
body to turn up, but to our surprise 
there was another couple waiting. 
Sweet! We stuck around for 10 more 
minutes just in case a few others would 
show and then headed out to the San-
ta Clarita meeting spot. 

After a short jaunt along the sur-
face streets of Lancaster we got out 
onto Godde Hill Road and headed out 
to Bouquet Canyon.  Most of the roads 
were dry, but I was cautious around 
the twisties as I didn’t know what to 
expect around the next corner.  It was 
just as well too, as we came around a 
bend there was a police car on the side 
of the road with flares out marking off 
an upside-down SUV in a ditch. 
Someone’s day was off to a bad start. 

Vasquez Rocks Tour 

Story and photos by Alex Helyer  

We arrived at Margarita’s and an-
other couple of cars were waiting for 
us.  We stood around and chatted for a 
bit before heading out. The weather 
remained overcast and we had spots 
of rain, but for the most part it was be-
having. 

We headed on down Railroad Ave 
onto Newhall Ave, turning onto Sierra 
Hwy.  The traffic wasn’t too bad and 
we all managed to stay together.  Once 
we got onto Placerita Canyon Rd, the 
fun began. We got up to a fun pace 
and the scenery, as expected, was 

spectac-
ular.  
We fol-
lowed 
Placerita 
Canyon 
Rd. out 
to Sand 
Canyon 
Rd. and 
then 
headed 
up onto 

Soledad Canyon Rd.  Again, we were 
surprised that there was hardly any 
traffic.  

The rain was holding out for us and 
I had contacted Jack again to see 
where they were.  They too had a 
small group and were well on their way 
to the rocks. We followed Soledad 
Canyon Rd. all the way out to Agua 
Dulce Canyon Rd. and then stayed the 
course out to the rocks. To be honest, I 

wasn’t sure what to expect when we 
arrived.  Was the park water logged? Is 
everyone going to make it out to the 
picture spot?  I wasn’t too worried 
about clearance, as I had driven the 
course the day before, but it was nice 
and sunny then. 

We got to the park and it was bone 
dry.  The rain had helped to keep the 
dust down and the drive into the rocks 
area wasn’t bad at all.  Even our brave, 
lowered 996 turbo owner navigated the 
terrain without an issue. 

Jack and his band of merry mem-
bers were already there and posted in 
formation in front of the famous rocks.   
We rolled in, pulled up alongside them 
and blocked the entrance…  

After taking pictures and reposition-
ing the cars for more pictures, we 
watched some rescue helicopter action 
and then went back down to Soledad 
Canyon Rd. to grab some lunch in Ac-
ton. The food was great, the company 
was great and the weather managed to 
stay dry until we were inside the res-
taurant eating. 

All in all, another great Porsche 
day.  

CAI and GPX regions tour Vasquez Rocks 
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I 
n my previous installment I was 
passing through Sacramento traffic 
blessed with a very noisy exhaust.   
The rest of the trip from Sacramen-

to was uneventful and pleasant, the 
weather was nice and the car purred 
along down the highway.  This is the 
sort of drive I hoped for during the first 
part of the trip. Nice conditions aside, 
one thing I had noticed during this leg 
was that the engine seemed to stumble 
on deceleration.  I thought it was simp-
ly the turbo losing its boost.  I learned 
later that this also might be a sign of a 
failing head gasket.  If that was the 
case, the stumble was caused when 
coolant was sucked into the cylinder. 

Once home the fun began: I had a 
Magnaflow muffler welded onto the 
stock exhaust system.  It has a nice 
mellow tone but the car was noticeably 
slower.  Only three excruciating trips to 
the DMV were required to secure a 
California registration.  For my smog 
check I went to Protech Automotive in 
Tehachapi.  The owner, Richard, is a 
fellow PCA member and willing to do 
an older Porsche (not everyone is).   

Sitting on a shelf, I had M030 coilo-
ver front struts as used in the Turbo 
Cup car.  I also had a M030 adjustable 
rear antiroll bar as used in the 968.  I 
installed these parts as well as a new 

Second Installment—The Death of a Turbo 

Story and Jim Gude 
Photos by Jim Gude and John Quick 
 

set of Konis.  I then took 
the car to R2 Racing 
who performed a racing 
alignment and took care 
of my broken window 
regulator.  The handling 
was much improved but 
the big 968 antiroll bar 
on the rear was a bit 
much even when adjust-
ed to its most mild set-
ting.  I swapped it back 
to the standard 944 Tur-
bo rear antiroll bar and 
the result had just the 
right balance (at least as 
I like it).  I started mak-
ing mental plans for a 
future pairing of the 968 
rear bar with a 968 
M030 front bar. 

Even though my car 
was running well, the 
great guys at R2 Racing 
recommended as a pre-
caution replacing the 
head gasket with a bet-
ter after market head 
gasket.  It seems that 
Porsche used the same 
head gasket on both the 
normally aspirated and 
Turbo engines.  I sus-

pect this decision 
was made by the 
same engineer that 
designed the IMS 
bearing on the later 
Porsche liquid 
cooled flat six.  The 
stock gaskets had a 
reputation for failing on high mile-
age engines.  Although head gas-
ket replacement was good advice; I 
decided to postpone the head gas-
ket until after the upcoming DE 
session at Streets of Willow. I be-
gan preparing for my first driving 
event with this car, seeing  Doug 
Hoffman for a tech inspection.  He 
is a diehard early 911 guy, but ad-
mitted to loving the handling of the 
944 Turbo as it excelled at his fa-
vorite test—driving fast through a 
local off camber curve that was 
blessed with a crest and a signifi-

cant bump.  
My first track day with the 944 Tur-

bo was at Streets of Willow (clock-
wise) on March 13, 2013.  It was a 
great day as I filled in as a driver in-
structor; my student was a fellow with a 
911T.  The venerable 911T suffered 
from worn rear bushings, giving it slop-
py handling with a disconcerting over 
center feel on each turn—his car was 
tired.  For my first session in the 944 
Turbo, I had my student along and he 
loved the experience.  During the sec-
ond session he asked how I reacted so 
quickly in applying opposite lock when 

Back From the Brink; the Life, Death and Resurrection of my Porsche 944 Turbo 

Wayne Watching Jim Preparing for the First Session 

Jim’s 944 Turbo in the Pits 
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we had a bit of oversteer, which was 
something he struggled with in his first 
session. I explained that with practice it 
would become second nature, an auto-
matic reaction that you do not think 
about. 

My good friend Wayne very much 
likes PCA DE events even though he 
drives a Subaru WRX STI. We were 
both participants in the previous Octo-
ber's DE at Streets and chased each 
other during our group sessions, mak-
ing for a great video.  I did not have the 
Turbo then and was running my less 
powerful 944 S (Not the 944 S2 I now 
have, confusing isn't it?).  When follow-
ing Wayne in the 944 S his little Subie 
would show me its heels on the 
straights.  I was looking forward to the 
rematch in my newly acquired Turbo. 
Unfortunately, during the second ses-
sion Wayne blew the engine on his 
little Subie.  Such things are a rare oc-
currence at a DE event. 

As for my 944 Turbo, it was not as 
fast as the newest Porsche's, but was 
fast enough to have good pace on the 
straights and to make your bottom 
pucker.   I noticed that I had butterflies 
and my student was pushing both feet 
hard against the floor during the funny 
little kink at the bottom of the waterfall. 
The car performed great!  The gearing 
was a bit wrong for the bowl.  I was in 
need of a second to third gear shift at 
the apex of the turn.  If I used only third 
gear I would lose my boost and bog on 
the straight.  I played with different 
combinations in the first two sessions.  
During the third session I no longer 

had my student so I experi-
mented with how deep I could 
go into the turns.  This was 
difficult as I always seemed to 
catch a line of cars being held 
up by an early braker. 

The car was running oh-
so- good when on the little 
straight between turns 2 and 
3, I lifted my foot and braked.  
Suddenly I heard a really big 
bang and saw flames.  As the 
rear wheels locked and while 
sideways I decided it was 
best to exit the track (okay, I 
had little choice in that).   I 
shut everything down. There 
was no sign of a fire, 
but just in case, I 
wished that I had a fire 
extinguisher.  As I wait-
ed I felt some guilt but 
was slightly amused 
watching cars spin in 
my oil slick.  I also real-
ized that this incident 
would be oh-so-
expensive. Once the 
session ended I was 
towed in.   

As the truck pulled 
me to the pits I knew 
that my car was dead. 
A common term is say-
ing you "blew up" your 
engine. In this case it 
was literally true.  The 
bottom of the block, the 
oil pan, and the front 
cover were shattered.  

The number one rod hung limp and 
broken in two.  I had not blown one this 
bad since 1972 when my Mustang 
blew and we ended up shaking valves 
out of the mufflers, another sad story 
for another day.  I was later told that 
the corner workers had been excited 
by the flames I produced when pres-
surized fuel and oil had ignited.  

Wayne and I consoled each other 
as we looked at our two broken babies. 
What are the odds of blowing both en-
gines?  Extreme, say I.  John Quick 
took pictures as I held up bits of the 
engine that were sitting on the front 
sub-frame. The other bits were swept 
into the dirt between turns 2 and 3 and, 
as far as I know, remain there to this 
day.  Wayne and I had our cars towed 
home by AAA.  I’ll end this chapter with 
a bit of advice—if you play with old 
cars, get the best tow coverage. 

 Next chapter, the resurrection.  

Me and Bits of my Blown Engine 

Streets of Willow Satellite Photo 

My 944 Turbo Being Towed to the Pits 
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Las Vegas Tour and Rally Page 1/3 
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Las Vegas Tour and Rally Page 2/3 
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Las Vegas Tour and Rally Page 3/3 
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The Zone 8 Awards Banquet 
Photos by Ian Anderson and Jimmie Mitchell 

The Zone 8 Region hosts an awards banquet in Palm Springs 

The California Inland Crew lookin’ sharp 
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2018 968 West Coast Gathering  
 

June 29-July 2, 2018 
 

There will be a gathering of 968 owners this summer in Sonora, CA, June 29th to July 2nd.  
Sonora is located on historic CA Highway 49, at the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountains! 
Think Winding Mountain Roads! 

In the beautiful Sierra Nevada Foothills, in the heart of California’s “Gold Country” lies Sonora, named after the min-
ers from Sonora Mexico who settled the City in 1848. Known as the “Queen of the Southern Mines”, Sonora still 
holds onto its historic downtown charm while thriving as the commercial, government and cultural center for the re-
gion. This should be a great base for scenic drives, social time with fellow 968’ers and exploring the local region!  

For those who made the 968 Gathering in S. Lake Tahoe, this is a little southwest of that and we will have an oppor-
tunity to enjoy some of the same styles of roads and scenery! Stops are being planned at several nearby historical ven-
ues. 
The base hotel is the Sonora Inn (http://www.thesonorainn.com/) with discount rates of between $135-$145 per 
night; depending on room type. There are other higher-priced  hotels/inns/B&Bs and some lower-priced lodging to 
suit all pocketbooks and tastes.  One caution, there are no first floor rooms at the hotel and the elevator is under repair 
and may not be operational. If this is a concern, they have an adjacent property with first floor rooms that you can 
book. 
Make your reservations no later than May 29th to check-in on Friday, June 29rd and check-out on Monday, July 2nd 
The block of rooms will be released after May 29th. 
Ask for the “Porsche Club 968” special rates. Reservations should be direct to the hotel at 209-532-2400 

For more details and to let us know you are coming, contact us at oy-koh@comcast.net  
 

http://www.thesonorainn.com/
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I 
n the Mountains of Northern Arizona a 
brand new PCA region has emerged to 
better serve members in the vast and 
sparsely populated northern half of 

Arizona. Arizona already had two estab-
lished PCA regions. The AZPCA originally 
included the entire state. Today they have 
1092 Primary and 636 Affiliate members. 
Primarily because of the distance between 
Tucson and other communities in the far 
southern portion of the state, the Southern 
Arizona Region (SAR) was split off to better 
serve those areas.. Today, SAR has 295 
Primary members and 210 Affiliate mem-
bers. Its been 51 years since the SAR was 
established (1967). The New Mountain 
Region will now cover more than half of 
northern Arizona and becomes the newest 
PCA region in America.  

The Arizona Mountain Region (AZM) is 
larger geographically than the other two 
Arizona regions put together. The distance 
between what they now refer to as their, 
“Chapter Communities” is diverse. Initially 
structured to serve the Prescott (Tri-City 
Chapter), Sedona (Verde Valley Chapter), 
Lake Havasu (River Chapter) and the 
(Flagstaff Chapter), the Mountain Region 
includes the entire Northern Arizona Por-
sche community. The territory covered by 
the AZPCA and the SAR Regions share an 
estimated seven million or more people. 
The AZM estimates to have only 6-700 
thousand people with Porsche owners 
spread all across the region’s area. It has 
been necessary for PCA members in the 
north to drive the 220 to 500 miles, round 
trip, to participate in PCA meetings or other 
Club activities. The bond between like-
minded friends, great relationships and 

Birth of a PCA Region 

Story by Don E. (Donny) Blackburn  
PCA AZMountain Region 2018 President 

mutual passions for the marque are well 
established in northern Arizona. The two 
existing PCA Regions in Arizona were very 
supportive and helpful while this new region 
was being formed. The Zone 8 group of 13 
Regions came together at the President’s 
Meeting in Palm Springs this past January. 
Support was overwhelming. AZMR is now 
number 14. Support and helpful guidance 
from David Witteried (Zone 8 Rep) and 
several people at PCA National was truly 
inspirational. It certainly wasn’t easy to pull 
the application and by-laws together. The 
National PCA and the AMZ Organizing 
Team worked together and made it possi-
ble to establish the new AZM region.  

Format: They are working to include 
every PCA member in each of the Chapter 
communities where clusters of PCA mem-
bers (and non-PCA Porsche owners) are 
concentrated. Each of the four Chapters 
will have a local Leader (AZM Board mem-
ber) to coordinate regional as well as local 
activities. The Leaders will help to gather 
up existing PCA members and attract new 
PCA members. The key for serving the four 
geographically diverse Chapters is to keep 
them involved in regional and local activi-
ties. AZ Mountain Region includes every-
one and will serve them with positive sup-
port. Membership meetings, as well as 
Board meetings, will move around the re-
gion on a regular basis.  

The Team: The startup began when 
Don E. (Donny) Blackburn started the ball 
rolling to organize a new region for North-
ern Arizona. He made sure to carefully se-
lect and gather an exceptional Team to 
make it happen. Donny is the AZM Region 
founding President and designer of the 

region’s new logo badge. The Team in-
cludes two Past PCA Presidents, Phil Mul-
len (Kansas City Region President 1969), 
Bob Frith (AZPCA President 1998 and 
1999). PCA leaders like Steve Sweet 
(formally with Grand Prix Region) will be 
founding Vice President, Steve Beer 
(Former Bend, Oregon Region Treasurer) 
is Secretary, Maynard Goff is Treasurer. 
Each Chapter also has an AZM PCA 
“Leader”, whom also holds a voting board 
seat.  

The region started with a list of more 
than 150 existing PCA members that were 
known to reside in the AZM region. They 
also expect to draw in 20-30 additional non-
PCA Porsche owners in the first year.  

Initial Goals: In the first year, the AZM 
region is focusing on membership and 
Chapter leadership. The New AZM Region 
is making an effort to post a website to help 
gather up their “geographically diverse con-
stituency.” Multi-Regional invitational 
events, social tours between chapters and 
other Regions in Zone 8 are on the pro-
posed schedule.  

To discourage the possible negative 
effects of “cliques,” this region is deter-
mined to be an outgoing, friendly and wel-
coming group of marque enthusiasts. This 
was mentioned several times in the initial 
exploratory meetings with potential chapter 
community PCA members. Hospitality and 
generous friendships are the Arizona 
Mountain Region’s promise to all PCA 
members and all Regions.  

Northern Arizona is a Mecca for beau-
tiful mountains, lush forests, scenic deserts, 
red rock wonders, the Grand Canyon, Can-
yon de Chelly, Petrified Forest, Lake Pow-
ell. The smaller communities in the AZM 
region offer local art, interesting shops and 
really nice people! And…don’t forget north-
ern Arizona has some of the best driving 
experiences in America. Roads and by-
ways to please any Porsche driver. Contact 
information will be posted soon. The AZM’s 
door is open to welcome new and transfer-
ring PCA members as well as visitors from 
any other PCA region.  

Let’s give a warm welcome to our newest region! 
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Committee Reports: 

• Membership – Lori reports 106 mem-
bers and 56 affiliates at present 

• Historian – no report from John Quick 

• Concours – Herman Rijfkogel has 
agreed to succeed Bob Gordon; Her-
man and Bob propose date for annual 
region concours of Apr. 29 

• Social Media/newsletter/website – no 
report from Joel Browning (?) 

• Driver Education/Autocross – no report 
(Ian Anderson unable to make mtg.) 

 
New Business 

• Question from Lori – when to do 
monthly Board mtgs.? 

• Agreement to use 2nd Weds. of each 
month as default timing, at Gino’s Ital-
ian Restaurant in Palmdale – next mtg. 
Feb. 7 at 6:30 pm 

• Janice Witteried suggests picnic for 
new members 

• Lori proposes tabling picnic idea and 
event dates past Apr. Concours – this 
was agreed 

 
The next Board meeting is planned for 

Weds, 7 Feb. 2018, at 6:30 pm. The Jan. 6 
meeting was adjourned at 11:31 am.  

 
 

February Minutes 
February 7, 2017 
Mtg. called to order at 7:41 pm 
 
Board Members Present 

• Lori DeCristo, Mike Forest, Bob Gor-
don, Jim Gude, Alex Helyer, John 
Quick, Herman Rijfkogel , Sam Thur-
man. Not present: Ian Anderson, Joel 
Browning 

 
Minutes Approval 

• Minutes from 7 Jan. 2018 Board meet-
ing were reviewed and approved. 

 
President’s Report 

• By-laws need to be reviewed and up-
dated, following updates needed: 

• Date at which new officers are in effect 

• Procedure for approval of club expend-
itures 

• Addition of role statement for new 
Awards Chair position 

• S. Thurman has action to get draft of 
updated by-laws into editable form by 
Weds. Feb. 21 

• Lori dropped off scholarship funds at 
College of the Canyons Automotive 
Dept., this is 1st sponsor scholarship 
for them 

• CoC would like to have donor appreci-
ation event on May 17 

January Minutes 
January 6, 2018 
Mtg. called to order at 11:03 am 
 
Board Members Present (outgoing and 
incoming) 

• Lori DeCristo, Mike Forest, Alex Hely-
er, Jim Gude (past pres.), John Quick, 
Sam Thurman, David Witteried (Zone 
8 Representative) 

 
President’s Report 

• Lori DeCristo facilitated around-the-
room introductions of all members pre-
sent 

• David Witteried announced Zone 8 
Awards Banquet in Palm Springs Jan. 
20 

• Lori announces new officer installation 
dinner at Gino’s Italian Restaurant, 
Palmdale, on Jan. 27 

• Janice Witteried (Volunteer Coordina-
tor for CA Festival of Speed) described 
plans for the 2018 event and needs for 
volunteers to support; please contact 
her for info on available positions and 
dates that need to be filled! 

• Lori notes review of Region By-Laws 
required by end of Feb.; update need-
ed on how expenditures approved and 
overseen – Dave Witteried recom-
mended updates following another 
Region which had similar issues 

• Lori announced $1,000 scholarship at 
College of the Canyons automotive 
dept., sponsored by Cal-Inland Region 
– CoC officials very grateful for this 
offer! Head of CoC automotive would 
like to come to Board mtg., also of-
fered tour of dept. 

• Lori announces new Board position, 
Awards Committee Chair – Mike For-
est agreed to serve in this role, and 
was accepted/approved unanimously 

• Lori proposed Jim Gude to serve as 
Events Chair; motioned, 2nd and ap-
proved 

 
Vice President 

• Voting results for new officers reported 
by John Quick; with no nominee for 
Treasurer, Lori asked for approval by 
all present to extend John one more 
term in this office, which was voted 
unanimously by all members present 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 

• John Quick maintains Quicken Data-
base and hard copy receipts for all 
Region financial transactions; by tradi-
tion financial summary not reported in 
written minutes 

 
Secretary’s Report: 

• Minutes prepared by Mike Forest for 
Nov. Board mtg. approved 

• Automotive Dept. is located at the 
Canyon Country campus 

• New Awards Chair position (Mike For-
est) needs to be included in updated 
by-laws; after some discussion of no. 
of concours awards held by club, con-
clusion was that supplies on hand 
(e.g., wooden trophies) are sufficient 
for 2+ years 

• Alex asked about candidate locations 
for Driven Education events; ideas 
were Lancaster Jethawks stadium 
parking lot, Hyundai Mojave test track, 
and skid pad area at Willow Springs 
Raceway 

• Website update – Cal-Inland’s website 
was coded in older language and S/W 
package, and now hosted by PCA; 
Joel working update to site’s program-
ming 

• Lori will ask Dave Witteried to up e-
mail aliases for new officers’ names 

• Lori announces new Board position, 
Awards Committee Chair – Mike For-
est agreed to serve in this role, and 
was accepted/approved unanimously 

• Lori proposed Jim Gude to serve as 
Events Chair; motioned, 2nd and ap-
proved 

 
Vice President 

• No report 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

• John has updated required CA State 
form with new officers’ names, also 
has filed federal and state tax forms 
required annually 

• John also renewed Cal-Inland’s Post 
Office box for two years 

• Cal-Inland has three debit cards, held 
by John, Mike and Lori 

 
Secretary’s Report: 

• By-laws update is top near-term priori-
ty 

 
Committee Reports: 

• Membership – Lori reports 106 mem-
bers and 56 affiliates at present; at 
national level approx. 80,000 members 
and 50,000 affiliates 

• Historian – no report from John Quick 

• Rally – Mike Forest proposes date of 
Sat. Oct. 6 for Photo Rally, after some 
discussion on best date for this (spring 
dates in Apr./May considered less de-
sirable) 

• Concours – Herman Rijfkogel reports 
he has reserved Apr. 29 at CoC for 
annual Concours; he’s working with 
Bob Gordon and will prepare flier to 
announce 

• Social Media/newsletter/website – no 

Board Meeting Minutes 

By Sam Thurman – CAI Secretary 
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The board approved the February minutes. 
 
It was suggested that the by-laws be 
changed to indicate that the Vice-President 
is responsible for obtaining insurance for 
the events. 
 
Treasurer John Quick stated that the region 
has money. 
 
It was decided that January 31st. will be the 
official start date for the new officers. It was 
also agreed that when the President's 
Meeting falls on a day prior to the President 
taking office, the region will compensate 
the current President for attending the 
President's Meeting. If the meeting falls 
after the new President takes office, the 
region will compensate the new President. 
 
Membership Chair Lori DeCristo stated that 
we have 105 primary and 57 affiliate mem-
bers. 
 
John Quick's position as Historian will now 
be referred to as Equipment Chair. 
 
Concerning the concours, it was decided 
that we will purchase 8 plaques for the con-
cours trophies and obtain 1 “People's 
Choice” trophy. 
 
Mike Forest will get prices for the “PCA 
zone 8” style of ribbons for first, second 
and third places. 
 

report 

• Driver Education/Autocross – no report 
 
Upcoming Events 

• Cal-Inland will have breakfast mtg. at 
Margaritas Mexican Restaurant in Va-
lencia, on Sat. Feb. 24 – there will be 
group mtg. at Albertson’s in Palmdale 
at 7:45 am, for group drive to the Va-
lencia location with target arrival at 
9:00 am 

• There will be a breakfast mtg. at 
Greenhouse Café in Lancaster on Sat., 
Mar. 3 

• There was some discussion of possi-
ble “Porsches to Paso” weekend 
event; Lori says hotel rates expensive, 
perhaps Lompoc as a cheaper alterna-
tive? 

 
The next Board meeting is planned for 
Weds, 7 Mar. 2018, at 6:30 pm, to be held 
again at Gino’s Italian Restaurant in 
Palmdale. The Feb. 7 meeting was ad-
journed at 8:56 pm. 

 
 

March Minutes 
March 7, 2017 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:50 
p.m. 
 
In attendance: Alex Helyer, John Quick, 
Herman Rijfkogel, Bob Gordon, Carol 
Swede and Mike Forest 

Herman Rijfkogel, Concours Chair, stated 
that he is getting help from Betsy Wadman 
in contacting judges for the concours. 
 
Joel Browning, Webmaster, stated that the 
website is up and running and almost com-
plete.   
 
Alex Helyer, President and Lori DeCristo, 
past president will not be at the next meet-
ing in Santa Clarita on March 24th. 
 
Ian Anderson, Vice-President or Jim Gude, 
past Vice-President will be contacted to 
officiate the meeting. The meeting will 
again be at Margarita's Mexican Grill in 
Santa Clarita. 
 
Suggested ideas for upcoming tours and 
events: 

• Rod Emory's outlaw 356 shop. 

• Singer 911 re-imagined shop. 

• Magnus Walker's warehouse. 

• New member social for lunch or din-
ner. 

 
The next regular meeting will be on Satur-
day, April 7 at the Greenhouse Cafe in Lan-
caster. 
 
The next board meeting will be on Wednes-
day, April 11 at Gino's Italian Restaurant. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  

Board Meeting Minutes, continued 

By Sam Thurman – CAI Secretary 

Classified Ad 
Please contact John Quick to 
order California Inland Re-
gion License Plate Frames.  
treasurer@cai.pca.org 

POR-
SCHE  

mailto:treasurer@cai.pca.org?subject=technoPulley
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All ads are also posted, with a web link if desired, on 
our website http://cai.pca.org. 
 
The deadline for submitting new commercial ads (or 
for making changes to existing ads) is the 15th of the 
month preceding the month of publication. 
 
Please direct all questions to Joel Browning at: 
CAI.Winding.Roads@gmail.com 

  1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr Annual 

Business Card $30 $57 $82 $104 

Quarter Page $80 $152 $218 $278 

Half Page $145 $276 $396 $505 

Full Page $270 $513 $737 $940 

Please see http://cai.pca.org/NewsLetter/ComAd.pdf for more details. 

Commercial Ad Information/ 

PCA Zone 8 Officers and Staff/ 

Zone 8 Representative 
David Witteried 

  
Autocross Chair 

Kathy Smalley 
  

Club Race Advisor 
Skip Carter 

 
Social Media Chair 

Sam Avedon 

Secretary 
Lori DeCristo 

 
CA Festival of Speed Chair 

Tom Brown 
 

Concours Co-Chairs 
Brett Mohr / Betsy Wadman 

 
Time Trial / DE Chair 

Dave Hockett 

Treasurer 
Linda Cobarrubias 

  
Chief Driving Instructor 

Scott Mann 
  

Rules Coordinator 
Russell Shon 

 
Web Master 

Karen Garcia Raines 

Classified Ad Information/ 

There is NO CHARGE for PCA members. 
 
Non-member ads are $25 for each 25 words (per issue) and 
there is no extra charge to include a photo. 
 
All ads are also posted, with a web link if desired, on our 
website http://cai.pca.org. 
 
We reserve the right to edit or refuse to print any ad. 
The deadline for submitting new classified ads (or for making 

changes to existing ads) is the 15th of the month preceding 
the month of publication. 
 
Please direct all questions to Joel Browning at: 
CAI.Winding.Roads@gmail.com 
 
PCA’s “The Mart”: http://www.pca.org/TheMart/TheMart.aspx 

Useful Links/ 

 
Los Angeles Region 
http://www.pcala.com 

 
Orange Coast Region 
http://www.pcaocr.org 

 
Santa Barbara Region 

http://www.pcasb.org 
 

San Diego Region 
http://www.pcasdr.org 

 
San Gabriel Region 

http://vista.pca.org/sgb 
 

Riverside Region 
http://www.riversidepca.org/ 

Porsche AG’s US Website 
http://www.porsche.com/usa/ 

 
PCA National 

http://www.pca.org/ 
 

Zone 8 Homepage 
http://zone8.pca.org/ 

 
Cal Central Region 

http://ccc.pca.org 
 

Golden Empire Region 
http://gem.pca.org 

 
Grand Prix Region 
http://gpx.pca.org 

http://cai.pca.org/
mailto:CAI.Winding.Roads@gmail.com
http://cai.pca.org/NewsLetter/ComAd.pdf
mailto:zonerep@zone8.org
mailto:dwitteried@hotmail.com
mailto:scott@renegadehybrids.com
mailto:webmaster@zone8.org
mailto:MS993@aol.com
http://cai.pca.org/
mailto:CAI.Winding.Roads@gmail.com
http://www.pca.org/TheMart/TheMart.aspx
http://www.pcala.com
http://www.pcaocr.org
http://www.pcasb.org
http://www.pcasdr.org
http://vista.pca.org/sgb
http://www.riversidepca.org/
http://www.porsche.com/usa/
http://www.pca.org/
http://zone8.pca.org/
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