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Windows Server 2016 Core Licensing
Datacenter and Standard Editions Overview

Datacenter Edition for managing highly 
virtualized servers.

Standard Edition for managing non-virtualized or 
lightly virtualized servers.

*OSE: Operating System Environment
Standard Edition permits use of 1 OSE or 1 Hyper-V 
container. 
Datacenter permits unlimited OSEs and Hyper-V 
containers on a server.
+ Azure-inspired features for advanced software-defined 
scenarios.
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Windows Server 2016 Core Licensing
How to license the physical cores for Windows Server 2016 Standard and Datacenter 
Editions
 Minimum of 8 core licenses required per proc
 Core licenses will be sold in packs of two that are ¼ the price of the corresponding 1 proc 

2012 R2 edition
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System Center 2016 Core Licensing

System Center 2016 Standard and Datacenter Editions

As with System Center 2012 R2, the 2016 editions will be differentiated by virtualization rights 
only. No additional licenses are needed for the management server or SQL Server database 
used for System Center (1:1).

The licensing of System Center 2016 will move to be based on physical cores. The core based 
licensing will align with Windows Server 2016 model to provide a consistent licensing metric 
for managed VMs.
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System Center 2016 Core Licensing
Datacenter and Standard Editions Overview

Datacenter Edition for managing highly virtualized servers.

Standard Edition for managing non-virtualized or lightly virtualized servers.

• * System Center 2016 Standard Edition entitles management of 
one OSE or one Hyper-V container when all physical cores are 
licensed on the processor. Multiple Standard Edition licenses can be
assigned to increase the number of OSEs to be managed
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Bedankt voor uw aandacht..
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