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Winlink Setup and Configuration

Overview

This explains how | setup my FT897 and Signalink USB interface to use Winmor WL2K for Winlink.

First, | had the rig configured to use HRD with full control over digital modes. Before attempting to get Winlink running, | suggest making sure your equipment
works together and can receive and send digital modes such as PSK31.

I'll try to explain the nuances | encountered with Winlink and RMS Express as | continue.

Read the Full Manual
First, open the winlink.org website and read the "how-to..." page.
http://www.winlink.org/GetStarted

There are a couple of key points.
1) You must be a licensed radio operator to use Winlink.
2) You must use the radio email client software to create your account.
3) You must make your first connecting using a radio.
4) You must send a message at least once every 400 days to keep your account.

To establish your WL2K radio email account you must load user software, configure it properly, and then send a message by con necting to a WL2K RMS radio
gateway or CMS telnet port. Send your first message to any email address that already exists (we recommend your main internet e-mail account.) Afterwards,
you will be able to receive radio e-mails at your new WL2K address [yourcall@winlink.org].

Now that you have read the how-to, download your software.
http://www.winlink.org/ClientSoftware

| chose RMS Express and have been very satisfied with its capabilities.
Open the FTP site and select the latest RMS Express Setup file
ftp://autoupdate.winlink.org/User%20Programs/

Download RMS Express
FTP directory /User%20Programs/ at autoupdate.winlink.org

To view this FTP site in Windows Explorer: press Alt, click View, and then click Open FTP Site in Windows Explorer.

Up to higher level directory

05/24/2011 12:00RM 3,219,711 itshfbc 100123.zip

04/20/2012 12:00AM 1,285,938 Paclink Setup 4-3-0-6&.zip

06/29/2011 12:00RM 1,111 RERDME Install Inst ions.txt

05/28/2012 12:53FM 5,656,910 EMS Express Setup 1- J.zip

04/15/2012 12:00RM 7,523,178 BEMSMessagelog 1-4-0.zip

05/13/2012 01:14FPM 12,176 SCS PTC-IITusk and end of PTC-TTusk IIpro ITIex.pdf
09/07/2011 12:00aM 200,155 WINMCR THC 1.4.0.0.=zip

Download the file to your computer. For this demonstration I'll download the file to my desktop.
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File name: RMS Express Setup 1-1-8-0.zip

Save as type: |IZArc ZIP Archive (*.zip)

= Hide Folders Save l ’ Cancel

[

Once the file has been downloaded, open the .zip file.

Install RMS Express
Double-click the RMS Express Setup.msi file to start the setup process.
Accept the default installation parameters.

ﬁ RMS Express =
Welcome to the RMS Express Setup Wizard A
iy

The installer will guide pou through the steps required ta ingtall RMS Express on pour computer,

WARMIMNG: This computer program iz protected by copyright law and international treaties.
Unauthorized duplication or digtribution of this program, or any portion of it, may result in zevere civil
or criminal penalties, and will be progecuted ta the maximum extent possible under the law,

Click Next
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‘_'E‘ RMS Express - P

Select Installation Folder

The inztaller will install BMS Express to the following folder.

Ta inztall in this folder, click “Mest". Ta install to a different folder, enter it below ar click, "Browse'.

Falder:

C:MAMS Expressh Browze. .

Install RMS Express for yourself, or for anyone who uses this computer:

@ Everyone

0 Just me

Cancel ] [ < Back ] [ Mext » J

Click Next

:’E RMS Express - 2

Confirm Installation

The installer iz ready to install RMS Express on your computer.

Click "Mext"" to start the installation.

Cancel l l < Back ] [ Mext » J

Click Next
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:’H RMS Express -

Installation Complete B

RS Express hasz been successfully installed.

Click "Clage" ta exit.

Please uze Windows Update to check for any critical updates to the MET Framewark,

Cancel < Back

Click Close, then close the zip file.

You will now have an RMS Express Icon on your desktop.

Configure RMS Express

RELERTES
Double click the RMS Express Icon.
ﬁ RMS Express Properties %
Call Signs
My Callsign: KAMN Optional Aux Call signs:
A Call 1:
Add callsign suffix if required (optional): Aupe Call 2:
My Grid Square: EM7IaW Lat/Lon to Grid Square |
My Password {optional): Use Secure Login []

MOTE: A password is required only if you use secure login. Passwords are not required for
mast installations.

Display list of pending incoming messages prior to download
Wam about connections to stations holding messages
Disable Peer-To-Peer Message Transfer [

Path to propagation forecast program: Chitshfbe’s

Service Codes
FUBLIC

{Use PUBLIC for ham call signs. Separate multiple service codes by spaces.)

If you change service codes, you must update the list of channels.

Keep logs for 2 = weeks

Update I [ Cancel ] ’ Remave call sign

Setup the initial parameters as shown. Use your callsign and Grid Square.
Click Update
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55 RMS Express 1.1.8.0 - K4MNJ

l=[=] = ]]

KAMNI ~ Files Message Attachments Move To:

OleEe a/FPEEHS » @

Saved Items

+ Delete OpenSession: |WinmerWL2K | Logs  Help

Ho active session...

System Folders Diate/Time w  Message D

Size

Source Sender Recipient Subject

Read ltams
Set the Session type to Winmor WL2K.

Click the Open Session link. The first time, the Winmor Setup screen will appear. Later this can be loaded from the Setup menu item.

£ WINMOR Setup

P

|dentify with Morse Code

WINMOR Capturs Device: | Microphone (2- USB Audio Device)-ae

)

WINMOR Playback Device: | Speakers (2- USB Audio Devics}-4c

2

Virtual TNC host address/name:  127.0.0.1
Virtual TNC Command Fort: 500 = Data Port: 2501
Inbound Session Bandwidth (Hz) : Drive Level: | 30 =
l Update ] [ Cancel ]

L

Select your incoming capture and playback devices. Each computer will show something different. In my case, I'm using the U SB in and out since the Signalink is

a USB sound device.
Click Update

The Winmor Session dialog box will close and reopen.

. Registration Reminder! X |

WINMOR TNC is made possible through the Amateur Radio |
Safety Foundation Inc. Your registration of WINMOR TNC and
support forthe ARSF make programs like WINMOR TNC, the

applications that use it, and the Winlink 2000 system pozsible.

Registration Site URL:

| hitp: .arsfi.org/winmor.aspx
Call Sign:  KAMNJ
Registration Key:
[ Reaister and Save to ini ] ’ Remind Me Later

Enter your callsign in the Registration Reminder.
Click Remind Me Later

On the Winmor Winlink 2000 Session dialog, Click Setup
Select Radio Setup

Jun 2012 Page 5

-

4



-
:::: Winmor WL2ZK Settings I_ P

Radio Selection
Select Radio Model

Yaesu FT-857 - Antenna Selection | Default

com Address | 0D USBE @ USB Digtal ©)  FM ©)

o
1
L

m

Radio Control Port

Serial Port to Use Baud Enable RTS Enabls DTR TTL

PTT Port {Optional)
Serial Port to Use [Extemal

GRNN
5600

Baud

| |

Select your radio type, Com port, and Com port speed.
Be sure you have the correct com port speed. This is a common mistake.
Click Update

7]

l Update Close

At this point, you are ready to load your channels.
Click Channel Selection

.
Exit  Filter Select Update Table  Update Table Via Radic  SFI
Winmor channels available at 02002, Up to 4000 Kilometers, Q »>= 20
Callsi Frequency Mod Grid H G Distance Bearing Opmlh -
=1an (kHz) ads Square ours roup (Kilometers)  (Degrees) Emu"::{e | ‘

Click Update Table. If you are connected to the internet, this will download a list of stations near you .

Exit  Filter Select Update Table  Update Table Via Radio  5F1
Winmer channels available at 02002, Up to 4000 Kilometers, Q == 20
Callsign FFBIUTIJ_E}CY Made Sguri:re Hours Group {K[i)li;tn'la ;zfs} {S:;:;negs} EC;TJ.EQEY E
imate

AEGLAS 7080.000 500 CM38TF | 0D-23 PUBLIC 3224 289 Missing
KBAEA-5 7100.000 500 EM10DG | 00-23 PUBLIC 1279 257 Missing 3
KBAEA-B 7104.500 1600 EM10DG  |00-23 PUBLIC 1279 257 Missing
K7EK 3587.000 1600 CNB7TB  |00-23 PUBLIC 3463 306 Missing | [
K7EK 7101.500 1600 CNB7TB  |00-23 PUBLIC 3463 306 Missing
K7EK 7104.000 1600 CNB7TB  |00-23 PUBLIC 3463 306 Missing
K7EK 10143.700 1600 CNB7TB  |00-23 PUBLIC 3463 306 Missing
K7EK 14058.700 1600 CNB7TB  |00-23 PUBLIC 3463 306 Missing
K8QJH-5 3565.500 500 EM73RW | 00-23 PUBLIC 667 oo Missing
K9BEBS-10 3585.000 1600 EMEESR |00-23 PUBLIC 557 343 Missing
K9BBS-10 10145.000 1600 EMEESR | 00-23 PUBLIC 557 343 Missing
KSBES-10 14110.800 1600 EMEESR |00-23 PUBLIC 557 343 Missing
KSBES-10 14111.000 1600 EMEESR |00-23 PUBLIC 557 343 Missing
KB1TCE-10 140593.500 500 FN54KB | 00-23 PUBLIC 1743 045 Missing
KB3JAJ-5 24527.500 1600 FM13GB  |00-23 PUBLIC 913 049 Missing
KBSOZE-5 3585.000 500 EL45WU | 00-23 PUBLIC 689 230 Missing
KBBOZE-5 7087.500 500 EL45WU |00-23 PUBLIC 689 230 Missing
KBEOZE-B 10134.500 500 EL45WU |00-23 PUBLIC 689 230 Missing
KBEET 18104.500 500 CNB5GN | D0-23 PUBLIC 3454 303 Missing
KBBUWN-10 10134.500 500 ENBOLD |00-23 PUBLIC 704 011 Missing hd

4

Click a station near the top of the list.
Close the form. If everything is working, the rig frequency will change to this frequency listed in the row selected.
Listen for a while. You should hear modem sounds.

Tune your radio to this frequency.
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You will see the TNC Window.

WINMOR Sound Card TNC Ver:1.4.1.0 Port:3500 a
Help Hide SendID
Connection State Receive
DISCONNECTED Rov Level:  mummm
Remote Station Offset:  150.0 Hz
TCP Capture OK
Recv Frame:
Transmit
@ Waterfal
) Spectrum
Xmt Frame: () Disable
500 2500
On the Session Window, Click Start
== Winmor Winlink 2000 Sessicn - K4MNM)
Exit Setup  Switch to Peer-to-Peer Session  Channel Selection Start

KSAEA-5 Center Frequency (kHz): | 7104.500 Dial Frequency (kHz): | 7103.000

Channel Free In:0/0 OQut: 0/0 BPM:0/0 Connecting - Sending repeated connect requests

“* Calling KBAEA-S

RMS Express will key the rig and start transmitting.

If this is working, you will see a response from the station. Watch this for a while until it disconnects.

Close the Session dialog. The TNC will automatically close too.
Compose a Message

At the RMS Express main screen, click Message
Select New Message. A message template appears
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r::F Enter a new message * | = miz _|1

I Close  Select Template  Attachments  Postto Outbox  Save in Drafts Folder

From: | K4MNJ hd @ Winlink Message ©) Peerio-Peer Message
To: K4MNJ @winlink .ong
Ce:

Subject:  Test from yourcall

II Attach:

Mike, -
I I just setup my winlink account. Thanks for making it easvy.

¥Oour name.

-

Send your first message to me at KAMNJ@winlink.org. It is a good idea to send me a regular email at KAMNJ@ARRL.NET to let me know you are testing this. |
don't check Winlink every day.

Update your To:, Subject:, and message fields
Click Post to Outbox

At the RMS Express main screen. Click the Outbox folder on the left.

-

“
# RMS Express 1.1.8.0 - K4MNJ | = | = Py |
KM - Files Message  Attachments  MoveTo:  Saved ltems » Delete OpenSession: |WinmorWL2K  =| Logs  Help
Japa e +axd s » e

No active session...

System Folders Date./Time w Message |0 Size Source Sender Recipient Subject

Inbox I:,Ill 2012/06/13 0251 5CYHFCBMWSBOT7 229 KAMMNJ SAWL2K Test from yourcall
Read ltems

I Qutbox

Sent ltems
Saved ltems
Deleted ltems
Drafts

Personal Folders

Message ID: SCYHFCBMWECT -
Date: 2012/06/13 02:51

From: K4MNJT

To: K4MNJ

Source: K4MNJ

Subject: //WLZEK Test from yourcall

Mike,
I just =etup my winlink account. Thanks for making it easy.

Contacts
KAMNJ

I YOUr name. o

Confirm your message was saved.

Send your Message
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Confirm the Session type is Winmor WL2K.
Click the Open Session link.

BH registration Reminder! = |

WINMOR TNC is made possible through the Amateur Radio |
Safety Foundation Inc. Your registration of WINMOR THC and
support forthe ARSF make programs like WINMOR TMC, the

applications that use t, and the Winlink 2000 system possible.

Registration Site URL:
http:/fwww arsfi.orgiwinmor aspx

Call Sign:  K4AMMNJ
Registration Key:

[ Register and Save to ini ] [ Remind Me Later

Click Remind Me Later

On the Session Window, Click Start

=8 Winmor Winlink 2000 Session - KAMN) = B X
Exit Setup  Switch to Peer-to-Peer Session  Channel Selection  Show/Hide TNHC ~ Start  Stop  Abort
Center Frequency (kHz): Dial Frequency (kHz):
Channel Free In: 0/0 Out: 0/0 BPM: 0/0 Connecting - Sending repeated connect requests
= Calling KBAEA-S -

If everything is working correctly, it will connect to the Winmor station, then send your message. It takes a few handshakes before the messages start to flow.
Be patient and keep an eye on the notices shown in the window. If you see a lot of resend messages in the TNC window, you mi ght need to select another
station. Depending on propagation and band conditions, the first stations do not always reply.

73 de KAMNJ
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