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Through HELL 
& HIGH Water 

IN BARRE, VERMONT 
The Flood Of 1927 

By Patricia W. Belding 
Photos Courtesy Aldrich Public Library 

When the 50th anniver ary of 
the Flood of 1927 prompted 
people to gather for 

"Remembering-the-flood" meetings, 
Patricia Belding, retired librarian and 
writer from Barre, decided she would 
start her own collection of 
reminiscences of longtime Barre 
residents. These interviews served as 
the basis of her new book, Through 
Hell and High Water In Barre, 
Vermont: 25 Eyewitness Accounts 
of the Flood of '27, Potash Brook 
Publishing, Barre, Vermont (802 
476-8732) . Of the 25 men and 
women she interviewed during 
February and March of that snowy 
winter in 1977, only two-Dorothy 
Billi and Rose Sassone-remained 
in 1998 to mark the flood 's 71st 
anniversary and the publication of 
her book. 

On November 3 and 4 , 1927, 
Thursday and Friday, the Winooski 
River spilled over its banks bringing 
death and damage to the Winooski 
River Valley, of which Barre is a part. 
Besides the 84 who died, 9,000 were 
left homeless, nearly 275 houses were 
destroyed, 1,250 bridges were 
washed away or undermined, and 

Lieutenant Governor 
S. Hollister Jackson 

drowning victim 

hundreds of miles of railroad track were 
ruined in Vermont and New England. 

Barre 's deaths , which occurred on 
Thursday, included the state's lieutenant 
governor, S. Hollister Jackson, 51 , who 
drowned in the Potash Brook, a 
normally-quiet stream shown raging in 
the photo at top left. A lawyer and 
prominent Barre citizen, Jackson was 
considered , at the time, the leading 
Republican candidate for governor. 

Two young men, Gerald Brock, 33, and 
Ralph Winter, 30, lost their lives when a 
wall collapsed while they were helping 
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re move merchandise from the 
ba ement of the Rogers Shoe store 
where Homer Fitts is today on North 
Main Street (photo opposite). And 
four young children, the sons of Mr. 
& Mrs. Fred Thomas, drowned when 
a rowboat capsized during a rescue 
attempt on Webster Avenue (present 
site of the Wall Street Complex in the 
city 's south end). They were Ralph, 
11 , Clyde, 9, Dean, 7, and Carroll, 
5. All of the bodie , except for that 
of the youngest of the Thomas boys, 
were retrieved on Friday. Carroll 's 
body was never found. 

When Brock and Winter drowned 
Thursday afternoon, Ralph "Gene" 
Pierce was there. He remembered, 
"When that wall broke, the water gushed 
in there .... The helving being loose and 
laden with tuff came over onto ' em and 
held 'em down-because that's where 
they found the bodies. They were both 
good wimmers, but they were trapped." 
It took 36 hours for the fire department 
to lower the water level in order to 
remove the bodies. 

Jackson 's drowning occurred in the 
early evening. He had driven his 
roadster into a ditch on Nelson Street 
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Barre 

I Granite 
I J 

Center 
• erltage 

Museum 

Grows 
W hat some people discounted a a mere 
pipedream, dreamt collectively a few year ago at the 
Barre Community Economic Retreat, continues to 
materialize day by day. 
The Jones Brothers building, purchased Oct.lO, 
1997 through generous contributions of area bank, 
businesses, and individuals, support from the 
Vermont Legislature and financing from the Granite 
Savings Bank & Trust Company and orthfield 
Savings Bank, has taken on a new life: Extensive 
work on the roof and exterior walls have tabilized 
the building for at least two years. 
This past September, a Barre Granite Festival brought 
more than 400 people to the site of the future 
museum and helped raise more than $15,000 in cash 
and in-kind donations. Senator Patrick Leahy was 
successful in obtaining a $600,000 federal 

appropriation to be used for acquistition and 
development. 

On January 20 a Master Planning Public Forum was 
held at the Barre Opera House in Barre with an 
out tandin team of expert_ in: exhibit design, 
architecture, h· -tone pre en'arion, archaeology, business 
planning, education, land ape architecture and 
engineering. And plan are undemay later thi year for 
a major capital campaign, accordin to William D. 
McMeekin, Chairman. The mu eum i al 0 looking for 
donations of the items listed below. Call Marcia Davis, 
executive director, at 802-476-4605, or write to P.O. 
Box 282 Barre, VT 05641. 

Boom Derrick(s) 

Rails 

Flat Tran fer Car for 

Interior Movement 

Gang Saws 

Sand 

Shot Fed 

Gears 
Dimension Yard Tools 

Plug Drills 

(Feathers and Wedges) 

Wire aw 

Carborundum aw 

Diamond aw 

Contour Grinder 

urface Machines 

teeling Machine 

Vertical Grinder 

Top Polisher 

Hand Polisher 

Jenny Lind Polisher 

Bench Grinder 

Tool Grinder 

Lathes 

Paper Rolls/Chocolate Rolls 

Column Lathes 

Sandblast Equipment 

Helmets 

Hoses 

Compressors 
tencil cutting 

Rubber heets 
Knives 

Sandcarving 

Nozzles 

Shot 

Silicon Carbine 
Wash Station Equipment 

Hand-Finishing Tools 

Pneumatic Hand Tools 

Calipers 
Hand Chisels 

Dust Collectors 

Millstone 

Drawings/Patents 

Crates 

Hammers 

Saws 

Cables 

Chains 

Hand Forged/Manufactured 

Wire 

Nylon Straps 

Cranes 

Letters 

Journals 

Photographs 

Miscellaneous 

BA R R E 
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Barre Granite Festival 
September 12, 1998 

Clockwise, from top left: Senaco[ Patrick 
Leahy D-Vt., etches his name on a black 

granite plaque; Allen Coburn driJ1s core holes 

during a demonstracion on granite splitting; 
George Kurjanowicz, a voting member of the Barre 

Granite Association, sculpts a piece of Barre Gray 
granite- a couple ales their hand on identifying 

granites of the world. 
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"This is a real-life 

Private Ryan story, 

right here 

in Lyndurst." 

If it's true that art imitates life, then the saga of the Lewandowski 
brothers proves that art may also imitate death. Specifically, the parallels 
between the real life story of three brothers -- William, 27, Walter, 24, 
and Alex, 19 -- who died in action during World War II, and the recent 
Spielberg film, Saving Private Ryan. 

All three brothers had grown up in Lyndhurst, N.J., and each was killed 
within an 18-month period. According to Amvets Post Commander John A. 
Scalese, who presided over the November 1, 1998, dedication ceremonies of 
a black granite memorial bearing the etched image of all three 
Lewandowskis. "A fourth brother, Ted Lewandowski, was on his way to 
basic training in 1945 when two military police officers pulled him off the train 
and told him to go home." 
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William Lewandowski had 
been killed while flying a 
bombing mission in Germany, 
the third brother to die for his 
country (Walter Lewandowski 
died on the first day of the 
U.S. inva ion of Guam. Alex 
was killed in action in Germany 
near the Roer Ri er.) . 'Two 
boys are buried in Europe, and 
one in the Pacific, and thi i a 
way of bringing them home " 
Scalese said. 

WINT ER 1999 

"T his is a real Private Ryan 
story right here in Lyndhurst," 
said Philip Spanola the State's 
Amvets commander. Spanola 
was the commander of the local 
post when the idea originated 
seven years ago to erect a 
memorial to the brothers. 

T he granite memorial. 
rnanufa tured .-\ 
Granite Company for Thorn 
Meloro & Son, T orth Arlington, 
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Ted 
Lewandowski 
at the 
dedication of 
the memorial 
honoring his 
three fallen 
brothers 

rests next to an actual M -60 
tank in the parking lot of the 
Amvets Post 20, Lewandowski 
Hall in Lyndhurst, 

"I know the people on this 
committee worked very hard 
on getting thi done," said Ted 
Le\\ andow ki, 82, at the 
• T overnber 1 ceremony, which 
drew hundreds of people. 
"They (the committee) 
deserve so much thanks." 
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SEESAW 

!TWASOUTWITHTHEOLD-A 01 

with the new at Montpelier Granite 
Works in 1998. "It did not hurt our 

feelings to ee our 60-year-old saw go out 
the door," ays Plant Manager Doug 
Mureta. "We are now operating at full 
capacity with our new automated saw. 
Margins, pecial cuts and custom sawing i 
a pleas~re with the accuracy of this 
diamond-tipped aw." 
The 75-year-old company' new aw cuts 
stone accurately and quickly, using ala er 
light in tead of the old fa hioned "by-the­
eye" method. "It's an unbelievable 
difference," he says. 

Doug Mureta, plant manager, 
makes fmal adjustments to the 
blade on his firm's new saw. The 
saw replaces one that had been in 
use since 193B. 

A R 0 U N D 

AN ETCHER SKETCH 

GRA ITE I NDU TRIES OF VERMONT 

has converted a 1,500-square 
foot building located next to its 

main facility into an etching studio. The 
new studio makes it possible for all five of 
the company' regular etchers to work on 
jobs at the same time. The building had 
been lea ed to a local diamond aw 
company for many year _. 
"\\ e ha\'e - me i the m t talented 
etcher: m the mdutry, and they all agree 
that the new environment provides the 
ultimate in comfortable and efficient 
working conditions," says president Jeff 
Martell. "The space is well lit, quieter than 
the main plant, and warmer, particularly 
during the typical Vermont winter." 
While high-quality, hand-etched portraits, 
cenes, and custom art work of all kind 

have been available from GIV for years, 
the new studio allows for fa ter 
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From left: Etchers Genny Hagopian, 
Philip Hagopian, Jean Lennox and 
Anita Lucero in their new quarters. 
(Not shown, Kevin Neilson) 

turnaround of both the etching and the 
full size drawings that each etcher 
produces. 
In the past, there was limited drafting 
space available to etchers within the main 
plant - especially ince last February 
when Granite Industries of Vermont 
purchased Barre Drafting Company, and 
brought former owners Armand, Dana 
and David Morissette on board as full­
time, in-house draft men. 
The new etching studio, however, is 
equipped with two drafting rooms, one 
with a drafting table with all the 
accessories, and the other with a huge light 
table for the five etchers to use exclusively. 
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BOA HOLIDAY CHEER 

M EMBERS OF THE BARRE G RANITE 

Association -- some old, some 
new, and some newly 

reunited with the BGA - gathered at 
the Barre Elks' Lodge on December 12, 
1998, for the Association's annual 
holiday party. According to Gary 
Watson, BGA manager of member 
ervice , who ha over een orne 12 

annual partie, thi year' gathering wa 
one of the better attended. Followirl!! the 
dinner, member and therr !!U1!:'t:' danced 
well into the night to the mu-1C f the 
Abair Brothers, a popular band tha ha 
performed previou Iy at BGA event:'. 

From left: Holiday Party-goers Skip 
Poczobut, an unidentified guest, David 
LaCroix, Sue Poczobut, Nancy LaCroix 
and Nancy Martell. 
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t recen , he ed 
·th his daughter, Mary Elizabeth 

Cullis, designing memorials. 
He was an associate member of the 
Monument Builders of North 
America, member of Chester Lodge 
No. 236, F&AM and member of 
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Sigma Nu fraternity. Surviving are 
his wife of 13 years, Kathleen L. 
Churchville Cullis, his daughter and 
his brothers. 
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ADAMS TURNS 65 

A DAMS G RANITE C OMPANY OPENED 

its door for business in 1934, 
a year when most businesses 

were padlocki ng theirs. 
In the 65 years that have followed ince 
its fo under, Adam Podskalny, began the 
monument business, the Barre company 
has emerged as one of the granite 
industry's leaders - earning a 
reputation for its one-of-a-kind, cu tom 
monuments, its duplicate work and it 
hand-carved rose . 
During the fift ies, sixties and seventies, 
Elgio Zorzi , Podskalny's nephew, owned 
and operated the firm. In 1984, the 
company entered the newest chapter of 

From left: Kerry Zorzi, owner, Rich 
Tousignant, sales representative, Carol 
Cecchini, oflice manager , and Joyce 
LaRose, administration and sales 
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its history when Elgio's son, Kerry, a 
certified public accountant, decided to 
enter the monument business and 
purchased the company from his father. 
After six highly productive years, Kerry 
concluded that the plant that served his 
father and great-uncle so well had fi nally 
reached its full capacity, and he decided 
it was time to build a modern facility. 
Construction on a new 13,600-square 
foot building in Barre Town' Wil on 
Indu trial Park began in July 1991 ended 
in February 1992. 
The plant was designed by Kerry and his 
foreman Armand Maurice, while Carole 
Cecchini, office manager of 44 years, and 
Joyce LaRose, administration and sales, 
helped with the office design. 
The result has been seven years of top 
monumental production from one of the 
Barre Granite Association 's oldest and 
most respected firms. 
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Montpelier Granite Works sports a 
new sign, as part of its extensive 
exterior facelift that begin in 1998 to 
help keep heat inside the building. 

WINDOWS 98 

M ONTPELIER G RANITE CoMPANY 

is getting a full facelift on 
the outside -to benefit the 

working environment inside. 
"We have put in new windows and 
rigid insulation to keep the heat inside 
and added Galvalume steel siding over 
the old painted clapboard to spruce 
things up a little," says owner Joe 
Mureta. 
"With the building being so old, we 
would like to give thanks to our 
friends at Groleau Construction in 
Barre for doing a dynamite job." 
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OH, DEER! 

ROULEAU G RANITE COMPANY, WHO 

returned recently to the BGA 
fold, held its 10th annual vension 

stew feed December 18 - the day prior to 

the industry's annual winter shutdown. 

WINTER 1999 
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YANKEE INGENUITY 

];.

HE BARRE GRA ITE INDUSTRY WA 

THE subject of a feature story in 
the ovember 1998 issue of Yankee 

m ga::ine, ew England's highly revered 
lication. 

The article entitled "Rock of Ages," 
Tltten by Wayne Worcester with 

nh.nrl"l~_""ph)' by Viviane Moos and historical 
T'h.rvl"l~_r::lphs courtesy of Aldrich Public 

• ace the development of the 
m Barre. and delves into the 

the Ju tr\'. It includes 
I 

TOW N 

remains and works re t in Barre' Hope Cemetef). 

"The meal includes polenta, salad, butter 
and rolls and is the sales staff's way of 
saying thanks to the production crew for 
getting the work done and in getting the 
finished product out the door and to our 
great office crew," says Bud Smith, who 
has prepared and served hundreds of 
gallons of his famous stew over the years. 
Son Greg, also Rouleau salesman, is taking 
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over as the event's organizer in 2000. 
His Italian stew recipe remains a Smith 
family ecret. 

Far left, from left: Chef Bud Smith 
and his son, Greg, man the stewpot 
at the arumal vension feed as plant 
and office personnel enjoy the feast. 
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VOTING 
MANUFACTURING 
Adams Granite Co. 
Kerry Zorzi 
P.O. Box 126 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-342-1070/FAX: 802-476-3027 

Brookside Memorials, Inc. 
Bernie LaJeunesse 
P.O. Box 704 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-639-4024/802-479-1942 
FAX: 802-479-5146 

Colombo Stoneworks, Inc. 
Bob Plante 
155 Boynton Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-446-1049/802-476-5555 
FAX: 802-476-0200 

Consolidated Memorials, Inc. 
Robert Morton 
P.O. Box 394 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-7542 

Family Memorials, Inc. 
Robert Couture 
P.O. Box 383 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-533-3031 /802-476-7831 
FAX: 802-476-3511 

Gandin Brothers, Inc. 
Gaylord "Butch" Gandin 
P.O. Box 155 
S. Ryegate, VT 05069 
800-433-0617/802-584-3521 
FAX: 802-584-4053 

Granite Importers, Inc. 
Jake Colgan 
P.O. Box 712 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-5812/FAX: 802-476-7349 

Granite Industries of Vermont 
Jeff Martell 
P.O. Box 537 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-451-3236/FAX: 802-479-7917 

Hillside Stone Products, Inc. 
Ed Carbonneau 
P.O. Box 134 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-479-2508/FAX: 802-479-5438 

Joe's Custom Polishing 
and Manufacturing 
Gerard "Jerry" Perreault 
395 Farwell SI. 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-787 -4004/802-4 79-9266 
FAX: 800-447-9268 

Kinfolk Memorials, Inc. 
Norm Fournier 
P.O. Box 236 
E. Barre, VT 05649 
800-659-1423/802-479-1423 
FAX: 802-476-3394 

LaCross Memorials, Inc. 
Gary LaCroix 
P.O. Box 458 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-451-3234/802-479-2526 
FAX: 802-479-2211 

Montpelier Granite Works 
Joe Mureta 
8 Granite Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
800-451-4513/FAX: 802-223-0525 

M E M B E R S 
North Barre Granite Co. 
Charles Chatot 
P.O. Box 548 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-227 -1045/802-476-6624 
FAX: 802-479-9148 

Northern Granite 
Matthew R. Couture 
P.O. Box 585 
S. Barre, VT 05670 
802-479-2247/FAX: 802-479-5057 

Peerless Granite Co. 
Bret Mugford 
P.O. Box 313 
Barre. VT 05641 
800-654-6069802-476-3061 
FAX: 802-476-3014 

Pepin Granite Co., Inc. 
Raymond Pepin 
P.O. Box 566 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-654-5420/802-476-5830 
FAX: 802-476-5470 

Rivard Granite Co. 
Robert Rivard 
P.O. Box 86 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-231-8045/802-476-3542 
FAX: 802-476-8408 

Riverton Memorial, Inc. 
Ernest Lavigne, Jr. 
P.O. Box 284 
Northfield Falls, VT 05664 
800-643-8082/802-485-3371 
FAX: 800-643-8082/802-485-6535 

Rouleau Granite Company, Inc. 
Lucien Rouleau 
P.O. Box 567 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-343-4199/802-476-6636 
FAX: 802-476-4243 

ASSOCIATE PLUS 
Culture Craft Sandblast Co. 
Adelard Benoit 
P.O. Box 645 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-7351 /FAX: 802-476-6557 

Granite Corporation of Barre 
Joseph B. Calcagni 
P.O. Box 633 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-6177/FAX: 802-476-0570 

CUSTOM SHOPS 
B&B Monumental Engravers 
Steven Bigras 
25 Gable Place 
Barre, VT 05641 
877 -4 79-0907/802-479-0909 
FAX: 802-476-3822 

Twin City Custom Sandblast 
Paul Trottier/James Tait 
32 Granite SI. 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-672-9900/802-476-8718 
FAX: 802-476-6962 

ARTISANS 

George Kurjanowicz 
Sculpture Studio 
P.O. Box 61 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-223-3161 /FAX:802-223-8904 

SUPPORTING MEMBERS 
ACCOUNTING ARTISANS 
Salvador & Babic PC A. Fantoni Sculpture Studio 
Tom Babic Alcide Fantoni 
240 S. Main Street P.O. Box 160 
Barre, VT 05641 S. Barre, VT 05670 
802-476-8673/FAX: 802-479-5165 802-4 76-8053/FAX:802-4 76-8053 
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Stanislaw Lutostanski 
Sculpture Studio 
Stanislaw Lutostanski 
P.O. Box 265 
E. Barre, VT 05649 
802-479-2531 /FAX: 802-479-2531 
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BANKING 
Granite Savings Bank & Trust 
William McMeekin 
P.O. Box 483 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-479-3313/FAX: 802-476-1220 
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Key Bank of Vermont 
Robert Provost 
47 Main Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-4135/FAX: 802-476-3316 

Vermont National Bank 
Skip Poczobut 
P.O. Box 708 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-0030/FAX: 802-476-0039 

Saporiti Sandblast Co. 
Roger Trepanier 
P.O. Box 187 
East Barre, VT 05649 
802-476-4063 

Tosi Custom Sandblast Co. 
Todd Tos i 
RD2, Box 2025 
Northfield, VT 05663 
802-476-3851 "'_. = ~-- 5-385 

RESTAURANTS 
Hilltop Restaurant 
John Reilly 
P.O. Box 169 1 Quarry Hill Road 
Websterville, VT 05678 
802-479-2129/FAX: 802-479-1764 

RESTORATION 
Polonia Service Co., Inc. 
Gerardo Sanchez 

N-E-D Corporation 
Yvan LaBlanc 
P.O. Box 711 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-6520/FAX: 802-476-7460 

Ordway Electric Machines 
Carroll Ordway 
RR #1, Box 39 
Washington, VT 05675 
802-476-8011 /FAX: 802-476-8011 

COMPUTER SERVICES EDITING & DESIG 331 W. 57th St. (168) 
ewYork. NY 10019 

2'2-501 -75 10 

Pike Industries 
Randolph K. Pike 

Applied Micro Technologies, Inc. 
Tom and Julie Stark 
46 Washington Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-7016 1 FAX: 802-476-7139 

Breen Systems Management, Inc. 
James Breen 
18 Blair Park Road 
Williston , VT 05495 
802-879-4212/FAX: 802-878-17 7 

CUSTOM SHOPS 
Celestial Memorial 
Sculpture Studio 
Gary Sassi 
42 Willey Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-479-9784/FAX: 802-479-9784 

Cochran 's, Inc. 
Sherman Cochran 
P.O. Box 272 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-479-1035/FAX: 802-479-1036 

Frank's Memorials, Inc. 
Lee Chaloux 
P.O. Box 565 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-479-2776/FAX: 802-479-5249 

M & W Polish ing Co. 
Waldo Mugford 
P.O. Box 521 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-8340/FAX: 802-476-3014 

Memorial Sandblast Co. 
Mike Pelkey 
P.O. Box 582 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-7078/FAX: 476-7567 

Mobile Sandblast Co. 
John Pelkey 
20 George Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
802-229-9981 
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P ea ge 
C a es Lord 
P.O. Box 6 
Burling1on, VT 05402 
802-863-2841 1 FAX: 802-863-8209 

INVESTING 
Edward D. Jones 
Clif Helbert 
12 Depot Square 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-6200 IFAX: 802-476-6200 

LODGING 
The Hollow Inn & Motel 
Jim & Bunny Kelly 
278 S. Main Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-998-94441 FAX: 802-476-5242 

PRINTING 
Hull Printing, Inc. 
Gary & Marie Hull 
682 ain S . 
Barre. r (}56.!1 802-, 

Fulton & Co. 
Bill Fulton 

SUPPLIERS 

..476-4140 

FAX: 802~-6-5292 

Ducharme's Machine Shop 
Pierre Ducharme 
Box 213A. McCleod Road 
Granitevi lle, VT 05654 
802-476-6575/FAX: 802-476-6575 

Granite City Tool Company 
Donald Allen 
P. O. Box 411 1 11 Blackwell Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-451-4570 1 802-476-3137 
FAX: 802-476-8403 

Gran-Quartz Trading, Inc. 
Peter deKok 
P.O. Box 33569 
Decatur, GA 33033 
800-458-6222/FAX: 770-621 -9771 

IMEX Diamond Tools 
and Segments, Inc. 
Robert E. Browning, Jr. 
P.O. Box 55 I 50 Railroad Street 
Barre ~ 056d 
802--6-3963'F- ' -19-3-:-29 

3 Eastgate Park Road 
Belmont, NH 03220 
800-283-7453/603-527 -5100 
FAX: 603-527-5101 

Pyramid Supply, Inc. 
Randy Reynolds 
P.O. Box 368, 87 Boynton Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-479-5332/FAX: 802-476-6909 

Reynolds & Son, Inc. 
Bruce Seel 
::>.0. Box 380 
S 3arre VT 05670 

2...!-9-O101 FAX: 802-479-0135 

Teo & Holden 
Norm Akley 
P.O. Box 475 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-7221 /FAX: 802-476-7025 

Vermont Quarries Corp. 
Luca Mannolini 
88 Church Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
802-775-1 065/FAX: 802-775-1369 

TRUCKING 
Anderson Trucking Service 
Steve Walker c/o 
Clark's Transferring Service, Inc. 
P.O. Box 786 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-4283/FAX: 802-476-0975 

A. Bellavance & Sons, Inc. 
Roland Bellavance 
P.O. Box 398 
Bar-e. 05641 

- 9-9311 /FAX: 802-479-9777 

Granite Importers Transport 
Ray Pouliot 
P.O. Box 712 
Barre, VT 05641 

P. O. Box 141 _ - 6-3954 802-476-5812/FAX: 802-476-7349 
Websterville, VT 056,-
802-479-3339/FAX: 802-, - _33 

BAR R E 
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CLASSIC & CONTEMPORARY 

BAR R E 

LIFE 

~ 
~ 

North 
Barre 
Granite 

Company 
For 
Brown 
Memorials, 
Inc. 
Florence, 
s.c. 
Barre Gray 
Celtic Cross 
& Two Bases 
Overall Height: 9-8 
Ledger: 6-6 x 2-10 x 0-8 

WINTER 1999 



CLASSI C & CONTEMPORARY 

WINTER 1999 

@~~ G ItO 

LaCross 
Memorials, 

Inc. 
For 

Jones 
Monument 

Comp any 
P01t 

Huron, 
M ich. 

Medium Barre Gray 
Celtic Cross, Cap 

& Two Bases 
Overall Height: 8-2 

BAR R E 

LIFE 

MICHAEL RAFTERY 
BOR SUGO. IRElA 0 

30 APRil 1923 

15 



I C & CON T E ~I P 0 R . 

BARRE 
GUILD 

Granite 
Industries 
Of 
Vermont, 
Inc. 
For 
Beij, 
Willian 
&Zito 

COl 



CLASSIC & CONTEMPORARY 

WINTER 1999 

Gandin 
Brothers, 

Inc. 
For 

Lupinacci 
Memorials 
Stamford, 

Conn. 

Impala Black 
Obelik, 

All Polished 
Height: 10-0 

BAR R E 

LIFE 17 
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CLASSIC & CONTEMPORARY 

Pepin Granite 
Company 

~i For Clicko, Inc., Erie, Penn. 
GUILD 

Steeled Select Barre & Polished Jet Black Six-Piece Monument: 4-10 x 2-8 x 6-7 
Steeled Select Barre Base: 6-0 x 3-10 x 0-8 

Polished & Steeled Select Barre Bench: 3-4 x 1-2 x 1-6 

BAR R E 

LIFE WINTER 1999 



CLASSIC & CONTEMPORARY 

Peerless Granite Company 
For Mark Nierenhausen Granite, Cold Spring, Minn. 
Barre Cross: 4-0 x 1-8 x 6-10 
Base: 7-6 x 2-0 x 0-10 
Rock Work: Jacques Boudreault • Sculptor: Dante Rossi 

WINTER 1999 
BARRE 

LIFE 

~ 
~ 

19 
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C LAS SIC & CON T E M P 0 R AR-y---1 

For J&ABay 

BARRE 

LIFE 

Watervliet (N.Y.) Veterans Memoiral, 
Impala Granite 

WlNTER 19~ 



CLASSIC 

Montpelier 
Granite 
Works 

For WE 
Benedict & 

Son 
Middletown, 

NY. 

Medium Barre 
custom-sawed 

monument. 
Overall size: 5-0 

& CON T E M P 0 R A R Y 

I just received the Fall issue of Barre Life and I had to say how much I like this issue! For the first time in along time this issue was interesting and 
exciting to read. Please keep the new format and give us more of the same in the future. 

r am pleased to see that things are coming around in Barre. The BGA finally seems like it is heading in the right direction. Here at Gerry 
Granite Works we have for a long time considered ourselves to be artisans. In this issue, instead of being one big advertisement for the big glossy 
production-line companies, r get the feeling that the old fashioned skill and craftsmanship is still up there, as it should be. There is a niche for the 
smaller companies, and you are on the right track in presenting to your readers exactly who you folks are and why we should be interested in you. 
It all comes do\m to stonecarving skills and craftsmanship. Almost all of my customers want to know who exactly is making their stone, what that 
person i like. and what their skills are. It does matter to the buying public, especially since selecting and placing the monument is such a major 
part of grie\ing. If customers are only presented with one option, namely having to pick from production companies \\ith no feeling of an 
identifiable tone carver, then they are just going to consider the monument to be a necessary item and shop for price. But. if that same customer 
sees and feels the indhidual craftsmanship, feels a bond with its maker, then the customer views the stone with his emotions. they are not just buying 
an item, they are placino ometl1ing permanent in the cemetery that is the last personal gift they can give to the person they lost. 

This is in fact true. they are purchasing us and our craftsmanship along with that stone. So, if we all want to insure our future we have to keep 
our sight tuned in to what got u here in the first place, our history of skill and craftsmanship. We all go to \ral-~tart to shop for the lowest price if 
we want an item and it' going to be the same item no matter where you go. But if we're looking for mething special then we seek out the best 
source for that special item, and we are \\illing to pay a fair and honest price for it. 

So, please keep turning out the _ ories of who you are and what you do and why we hould be interested. Feature the small shops, 
the artists, and craftsmen, whatthey're doin . and ho~' they're doing it. E\ ,mm in life goes full circle, and it's come around again to where 

Barre has to reinvent itself by going back to i beginnin~. Keep up the good work, 
Rebecca A. Gerry, Proprietor - Gerry Granite Works, Gardner, Mass. 

WINTER 1999 
BAR R E 

LIFE 21 
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BAR R E GRANITE S HOP 

I 

I 

P. The Story 
of Granite 
.25 each 

Heritage 
$4.95 

Item Letter 

Free! r 
Barre Guild window Orders 

decals. Specify quantity $15.01 
on order form $50.01 

A. Bolo tie with leather-look cord , $15 
B. Letter opener, $15 
C. Pick and shovel granite tie pin , $5 

. Shovel granite tie clip , $5 
E Leaf-mount granite earring set with 

either surgical steel French hooks or 
posts (specify on order form), $12. 

;:. 8" x 8" Barre Gray granite clock, $40 
G. Set of 4 BGA Pilsner glasses, $20 

Other Publications 
. What Every Cemeterian Needs to 

Know About Barre Gray Granite 
Memorials ,$4.95 

(All jewelry items are rhodium-plated, 
with a cabochon of Barre Gray granite) 

Color Posters 
S. How to Customize Barre Memorials , $1 

Videotapes ($10 each, 5 for $40) 
T. New Technology in Barre 
U. Artistry in Granite 
V. Quarrying and Manufacturing 
W. The Story of the Barre Granite Industry 
X. The Stone Whistle : Tour and 

explanation of the Barre granite 
industry, with John Forsythe. 

'ption Price Each Quantity Total 

- Merchandise Total 
-~'-

add 4.50 Add 5% sales tax on Vermont orders 
add 6.50 

.~- add 7.50 Add Shipping Charges 

.I L 0...$1I'lD1: 1.00 TOTAL 

Write, Call, FAX: Barre Granite ·on. P.O. Box 481, Barre. VT 05641 • 802-476-4131· FAX 802-476-4765 

Name. ____________________________ ___ 
Payment Method: 

Company ___________ __ 
OVisa OMasterCard OCheck/ Money Order 

Address ___________ _ 
Card Number ____________________________ _ 

City _____________ _ Expires 

State, ________ ,Zip ____ _ S' na re ______________________________ __ 

I Phone __ FM: _____________ _ 

WINTER 1999 BAR R E 
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FIN A L W 0 R D S 

DESTINATION: DEAD LEITER O FFICE 

T
his full-size Barre Gray granite mailbox was ori~ . . 
part of the Barre Centennial Sculpture Project held in 
July 1995. It resurfaced recently in the capir.al ci : 0-

Montpelier as part of an exhibit of the works of area - and 
a1tisans. Not visible in this photo is an envelope from the .: 
that is addressed to the Eternal Revenue Service. 

BAR R E 

LIFE WCOTER 1999 



Rouleau 
Granite 

Company 
For 

D. Wesche 
Monuments, 

Center 
Moriches, 

N.y. 

T WA Flight 800 
Mountain Rose 

Memorial. The center 
piece, dedicated on the 
first anniversary of the 

crash, features an 
etched panel with a 

design by a TWA flight 
attendant; the names 
of the 230 victims are 

sandblasted on the 
sides. The archway was 

erected on the second 
annIversary says 

Rouleau Salesman Brad 
J ones who oversaw 

production of the 
memorial. 




