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Overview

 What happens at a poster session?
 What grabs our eyes, and why ?
 Nuts and bolts – the basics
 Fonts and their “message”

 What to use when, leading, justification

 Tables and Graphics
 Critiquing some examples

Poster Sessions

 Conferences may have posters,
presentations, and published papers

 What happens at a poster session?
 Often used for “works in progress”
 People wandering around (sometimes with

refreshments), coming and going
 Informal presentations

 What grabs our eyes, and why ?
 Let’s look at some examples

The State News



The State News The State News

The Basics

 Use Power Point (or similar) software to design your
poster

 Standard size for a poster is 32 in x 40 in
 For engineering students, DECS has a poster plotter.
 Main Library Copy Center has a poster plotter – Go

to MSU home page search and enter “poster printing”
 …or go to the UURAF web site
 FedEx Kinko’s can also print posters ($$$)
 Posters need not be laminated, but you may wish to
 MSU will furnish foam board and clips
 Plan ahead !

Poster Content

 Title
 Presenters name(s)
 Problem Statement (what was asked of you?)
 Approaches (what did you do?)
 Alternatives (what choices did you make?)
 Solution (what worked?) or Findings
 Recommendations (what are the next steps?)
 You don’t want it to look nice but say nothing

Some things may be slightly different for design projects and
research



Poster Layout Fonts - Some references

 Edward R. Tufte
 The Visual Display of

Quantitative Information,
Graphics Press, 1983,
www.edwardtufte.com

 Daniel Will-Harris,
TYPEStyle,
Peachpit Press, Berkeley, CA, 1990

Fonts – Rorschach Test

ME 481 Design Project
Design of a Heat Exchanger

Algerian
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Arial Black
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Book Antiqua Bold
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Broadway
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Comic Sans Bold
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Cooper Black
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Courier New
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Franklin Gothic
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Fonts – Rorschach Test
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Rockwell
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Tahoma Bold
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Times New Roman
Underline

Font styles (normal, italic, bold)

 Now is the time for all good men to come to the
aid of their party.

 Now is the time for all good men to come to the
aid of their party.

 Now is the time for all good men to come to the
aid of their party.

 Now is the time for all good men to come to the
aid of their party.

Justification and leading

Four score and seven years
ago our fathers brought forth
on this continent, a new
nation, conceived in Liberty,
and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are
created equal.

Now we are engaged in a
great civil war, testing
whether that nation, or any
nation so conceived and so
dedicated, can long endure.
We are met on a great battle-
field of that war. We have
come to dedicate a portion of
that field, as a final resting
place for those who here
gave their lives that that
nation might live.

Four score and seven years
ago our fathers brought forth
on this continent, a new
nation, conceived in Liberty,
and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are
created equal.

Now we are engaged in a
great civil war, testing
whether that nation, or any
nation so conceived and so
dedicated, can long endure.
We are met on a great battle-
field of that war. We have
come to dedicate a portion of
that field, as a final resting
place for those who here
gave their lives that that
nation might live.

Four score and seven years
ago our fathers brought forth
on this continent, a new
nation, conceived in Liberty,
and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are
created equal.

Now we are engaged in a
great civil war, testing
whether that nation, or any
nation so conceived and so
dedicated, can long endure.
We are met on a great battle-
field of that war. We have

Emphasis: Read this from handout

Our project involved the design of three different parts: a heat exchanger, a relief
valve, and a power supply. The heat exchanger was designed to provide a constant
enthalpy system that defies the second law of thermal dynamics. In the event that
Maxwell’s demon gets loose in the heat exhchanger, the relief valve is designed to
open at a pressure of 14 gigaPascals. The power supply is provided by four Roman
slaves who pedal a crank while being beaten with whips.

Our project involved the design of three different parts: a heat exchanger, a relief
valve, and a power supply. The heat exchanger was designed to provide a constant
enthalpy system that defies the second law of thermal dynamics. In the event that
Maxwell’s demon gets loose in the heat exchanger, the relief valve is designed to
open at a pressure of 14 gigaPascals. The power supply is provided by four Roman
slaves who pedal a crank while being beaten with whips.

Our project involved the design of three different parts:
•a heat exchanger,
•a relief valve, and
•a power supply.

The heat exchanger was designed to provide a constant enthalpy system that defies the
second law of thermal dynamics. In the event that Maxwell’s demon gets loose in the
heat exhchanger, the relief valve is designed to open at a pressure of 14 gigaPascals.
The power supply is provided by four Roman slaves who pedal a crank while being
beaten with whips.



Line Length

Forescore and seven years ago our forefathers brought forth upon this continent a new
nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that al men are created
equal.  Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any
nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-
field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting
place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether
fitting and proper that we should do this.

Forescore and seven years ago our
forefathers brought forth upon this
continent a new nation, conceived in
liberty and dedicated to the proposition
that al men are created equal.  Now we are
engaged in a great civil war, testing
whether that nation, or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated, can long
endure. We are met on a great battle-field

Keep line lengths
to about 30 to 50
characters

Soft Line breaks for Titles

Effect of Facebook on Social
Habits of Drosophila

Melanogaster

Effect of Facebook on
Social Habits of

Drosophila Melanogaster

Tables – The MS-Word default Tables – What Tufte would say



Graphs – MS Excel default
(with some errors added)
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Graphs – An improvement?
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Graphs – What Tufte might like
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Examples

Let’s look at some
examples……


