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Connections: How Social Interactions Shape Growth Stories of Women-led Enterprises
Aishwarya Joshi
Posted by keerthana.ramaswamy@ifmr.ac.in on September 28, 2022 | Featured 
This blog presents insights from a research study that seeks to understand how social interactions between women entrepreneurs and their business ecosystem intersect with their social and economic backgrounds, and in turn shape their business decisions and outcomes.  “Women are a part of all kinds of industries; in fact, women can work better than men: women in my village wake up early in the morning, cook, work in the paddy fields till evening and then come back home and cook
READ MORE





  
Building Collaborative Philanthropy to Strengthen Women’s Entrepreneurship in Urban and Peri-Urban Areas
Sharon Buteau, Preethi Rao, Diksha Singh, Mridulya Narasimhan
Posted by keerthana.ramaswamy@ifmr.ac.in on September 20, 2022 | Featured 
Entrepreneurship development is an important pathway for enabling women’s participation in the economy and can be a catalyst for change by providing income-generating opportunities. However, India ranks 57 out of 65 countries in women entrepreneurship. While several challenges faced by entrepreneurs are universal, women entrepreneurs continue to face a host of gender-specific barriers. In recent years, there has been increasing emphasis on advancing women’s entrepreneurship by the government, private sector and nonprofit organisations. In addition, private sector and philanthropic initiatives
READ MORE





  
Insights from a Survey of Common Service Centres (CSCs) in Chhattisgarh
Sampurna Basu, Abinaya Rengarajan
Posted by admin on August 23, 2022 | Featured 
Established under the Government of India’s Digital India programme, Common Service Centres (CSCs) are local access points for the delivery of essential public utility services, social welfare schemes, and other B2C services to citizens in rural and remote areas of the country. As part of an ongoing study of an agent-based model (Haqdarshak) for delivering access to welfare schemes in Chhattisgarh, we surveyed 115 CSC operators to understand how agents interface with CSCs, and promotional activities undertaken by operators to
READ MORE





  
Connections: How Social Interactions Shape Growth Stories of Women-led Enterprises
Aishwarya Joshi, Mridulya Narasimhan
Posted by keerthana.ramaswamy@ifmr.ac.in on August 3, 2022 | Featured 
India has an estimated 14.9 million women-owned enterprises, which hold the promise of job creation and improved agency for the country’s working-age female population. While positive spillover effects of these women-led businesses have been documented, women own only 20.4% of the micro, small and medium enterprises in India. Understanding the social interactions between women entrepreneurs and their business ecosystem, and how these interactions intersect with their social and economic backgrounds, can shed light on the gender-specific issues in the field
READ MORE





  
Scorecard for Women Entrepreneurship : Unlocking the Potential of Women – charcha 2022
Posted by keerthana.ramaswamy@ifmr.ac.in on August 3, 2022 | Featured 
In India’s journey to creating more than 150 million jobs by 2030, the emphasis on female entrepreneurship cannot be disregarded. Sharon Buteau, Executive Director, LEAD at Krea University, will join other policymakers & leaders to share thoughts on ‘Scorecard for Women Entrepreneurship : Unlocking the Potential of Women as a part of the Entrepreneurial track at charcha 2022. Hosted by Global Alliance for Mass Entrepreneurship (G.A.M.E), the dialogue will discuss many opportunities for women-led businesses to take the lead on
READ MORE






SARDI India MSME Tech Policy Fellowship Program
Posted by keerthana.ramaswamy@ifmr.ac.in on August 1, 2022 | Featured 
Background USAID through its South Asia Regional Digital Initiative (SARDI) is launching a one-year fellowship program to conduct policy research at the interface of digitalization and MSMEs in India. The fellowship program seeks to ensure the MSME perspectives and challenges are incorporated in policy development. The focus is on finding ways in which the overall digital adoption and digital transformation can thus be achieved for the MSMEs in India. The fellowship will provide policy recommendations that can be readily taken up for
READ MORE





  
Postcards from the Village Square
LEAD at Krea University
Posted by poulami.roy@ifmr.ac.in on July 30, 2022 | Featured 
Our research and field teams occasionally run into curious and amusing situations on their data-collection missions into the hinterland. These experiences also offer insights into people’s lived experiences and the various dimensions of the problems central to our research. Here is an excerpt of ‘field notes’ from our coffee table book – ‘LEAD – the journey, catalysing change, enabling transformative solutions’. It only Takes a Village Imagine you’ve been assigned to track down and interview a person named Napolean Einstein
READ MORE





  
Digital Solutions for Empowering Women’s Collectives in Chhattisgarh
Tanushree Bhan, Deveshi Chawda, Aditi Priya, Vysakh D. Satheesh, Fabrizio Valenti
Posted by keerthana.ramaswamy@ifmr.ac.in on July 25, 2022 | Featured 
LEAD at Krea University, through its gender initiative IWWAGE, has partnered with the State Rural Livelihoods Mission in Chhattisgarh to train female SHG members on a mobile application that provides them with an opportunity for paid work by facilitating welfare enrolments in their communities. This mobile application is developed by the implementation partner, Haqdarshak Empowerment Solutions Private Limited. This report is based on an ongoing evaluation of the model within the state of Chhattisgarh and presents findings from a baseline
READ MORE





  
Women and Entrepreneurship in Developing Countries – Perspectives from India, Indonesia, and Bangladesh
Posted by keerthana.ramaswamy@ifmr.ac.in on July 22, 2022 | Featured 
Studies show that labour force participation rates have been declining in all economies, especially among women, reflecting the impact of the pandemic. The socio-cultural barriers faced by women entrepreneurs are common in every part of the developing world, and are compounded by the burden of unpaid care work on women. Since the pandemic, it is even more essential that women entrepreneurs keep pace with the transformations of the digital age and benefit from the new digital economy. Sharon Buteau, Executive
READ MORE





  
IAFFE 2022: Measuring Gendered Perceptions, Hiring Biases and Enterprise Level Concerns
Posted by keerthana.ramaswamy@ifmr.ac.in on July 22, 2022 | Featured 
LEAD at Krea University along with its research initiative IWWAGE participated at the International Association of Feminist Economics’s 30th Annual Conference in Geneva. Kartikeya Bhatotia, Senior Research Associate, LEAD at Krea University along with Nidhi Gyan Pandey, Research Associate, IWWAGE and Parushya, Research Manager, IWWAGE, shared emerging insights from LEAD’s research on gendered hiring practices among enterprises in India and women’s labour force participation. The International Association for Feminist Economics (IAFFE) is a non-profit organization that seeks to advance feminist inquiry of economic
READ MORE
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Shailja Tandon 
 Senior Research Associate
 
Shailja Tandon is a Senior Research Associate with LEAD, where she is currently working on a research project on gender-based violence. She is also working with faculty at Krea University on a project related to Literature and Humanities in India.
Shailja has over five years of research experience in social and public policy, with a focus on sexual minorities, human capital for development outcomes and citizen behaviour. She holds a M.Phil. in Political Science from Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi.
Outside work, Shailja coordinates the Knowledge and Practice Group of the Foundation for Creative Social Research, an intellectual initiative created for interaction among academics, writers, artists, poets, social activists, and policymakers. She is passionate about dancing and travelling.

  × 


Kaavyayani Pal 
Research Associate, Small, Growing Businesses and Employment 
Kaavyayani Pal works as a Research Associate with the Small, Growing Businesses and Employment vertical at LEAD. She was previously associated with organisations such as Foundation for International Development/Relief, UN Global Compact and Aditya Birla Corporate Economic Cell.
Kaavyayani holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from St. Stephen’s College, Delhi University.
She is passionate about developmental economics and the application of data science in improving public policy. Kaavyayani hopes to use her research in understanding the socioeconomic structures in India. Outside of work, she enjoys exploring new places, and can often be found doodling while listening to a podcast.

  × 


Rijul Alvan Das 
Research Associate, Financial Well-being and Social Protection
 
Rijul Alvan Das works as a Research Associate with the Financial Well-being and Social Protection vertical at LEAD. 
He holds a Bachelor of Arts (Honors) degree in Economics from Ramjas College, University of Delhi. 
Rijul is deeply interested in topics revolving around development economics and political economies. In his free time, he can most likely be found catching up on films, western classical music, and working his way through a pile of books. 

  × 


Subhrajit Rath 
Research Associate, Small, Growing Businesses and Employment 
Subhrajit Rath works as a Research Associate with the Small, Growing Businesses and Employment vertical at LEAD. Previously, he worked as an Academic Associate at Indian Institute of Management, Indore and subsequently undertook teaching assignments at various places in Odisha. 
Subhrajit is on the verge of completing his PhD. in Analytical and Applied Economics from Utkal University. He holds a M.Phil in Economics with a focus on Community Health and Welfare from Pondicherry University and a Master’s degree in Economics with a specialisation in Econometrics from Utkal University. 
Subhrajit is curious about new places, people and cuisines. When not at the office, you can find him reading one of the many books he has open or playing chess to kill time.  

  × 


 VYSAKH D. SATHEESH
Senior Research Associate, Financial Well-being and Social Protection
Vysakh D. Satheesh is a Research Associate with the Financial Well-being and Social Protection vertical at LEAD.
He has previously worked on projects investigating group dynamics and social preferences among School Management Committee members in Delhi and later unpacked the policy landscape for Menstrual Hygiene Management in India.
Vysakh holds a Master’s degree in Economics from Ashoka University, during which time he completed a capstone thesis on the disparities in entry and exit and mobility among MSME entrepreneurs across caste groups. Vysakh enjoys blending a range of contemporary perspectives tied to micro-developmental economics in his work, such as discrimination, intersectionality, education and labour.
Vysakh employs books, movies and music as his tools of escapism. He’s a passionate fantasy and sci-fi reader but is usually just looking for a good story beautifully told. A certified cat-dad, Vysakh spends his free time planning his next travel adventure while indulging in local delicacies.

  × 


Sijo John
 
Senior Program Manager, Enterprise Development
Sijo John is a Senior Program Manager with the Small, Growing Businesses and Employment vertical at LEAD. Previously, she has worked in people-centric projects on governance, nutrition, skill development and livelihoods across implementation, program and knowledge management capacities.
Sijo holds a Master’s degree in Development Studies from Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai and a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from Delhi University.
Her research interests are focussed on system strengthening, community-centred policy design and gender. Sijo loves nerding out over the latest fiction reads, plotting to expand her houseplant collection around payday, befriending dogs and cats, and reporting trolls on social media.

  × 


Vatsima Tripathi 
Senior Research Associate
 
Vatsima Tripathi is a Senior Research Associate with the Small, Growing Businesses and Employment vertical at LEAD. In the past, Vatsima worked toward researching and evaluating evidence-based solutions geared towards social impact.
Vatsima holds a Master’s degree in Public Policy and Governance from Azim Premji University and a Bachelor’s degree in English Literature from Delhi University.
Her research interests lie at the intersection of livelihoods, gender, and circular economy. She specializes in mixed methods studies, with a strong focus on qualitative research. When she’s not working, Vatsima likes to unwind by toiling away in her kitchen garden and also takes up painting occasionally.

  × 


Meenu Jothsna 
Research Manager
 
Meenu Jothsna is a Research Manager with the Small, Growing Businesses and Employment vertical at LEAD. Meenu holds a Master’s degree in Public Health from Sri Ramachandra University, Chennai alongside a B. Tech in Biotechnology, from Anna University, Chennai.
Previously, Meenu worked for over six years at the Centre for Public Policy, Indian Institute of Management Bangalore anchoring a cross-section of research and academic responsibilities. She was particularly part of the curriculum development process of a certificate program offered at the institute, titled Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship (MGNF). Meenu was also a Senior Field Investigator for an IFMR-Harvard University project which aimed to collect evidence on the economic costs of low caloric intake in India.
Her research interests revolve around public policy, health equity and sustainable development. Once she logs off, Meenu enjoys kicking back with classic movies and the latest sitcoms.
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VANDHANA RAMESH
Project Associate, Small, Growing Businesses and Employment 
Vandhana Ramesh is a Project Associate with Small, Growing Businesses and Employment vertical at LEAD. Currently, she is engaged with providing technical assistance to the World Bank Persons with Disabilities (RIGHTS) project in Tamil Nadu.
Before arriving at LEAD, Vandhana explored themes related to healthcare, labour and criminal justice as a part of Project Statecraft, a youth-led think tank.
Vandhana holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from Stella Maris College, University of Madras. Deeply interested in widening the lens through which economies are examined, she is passionate about intersectional, pluralistic and non-traditional approaches to policy making.
When not working, Vandhana can be found catching up on compelling history reads and edge-of-your-seat investigative podcasts.

  × 


SUJEET KUMAR 
Research Manager, Financial Well-being and Social Protection
 
Sujeet Kumar is a Research Manager at LEAD with the Financial Well-being and Social Protection vertical. Prior to joining LEAD, he has worked as a research consultant, where he was engaged in projects related to slum-upgrading for the marginalised, gender and field-based intervention projects with organisations such as Duke University, Centre for Advocacy and Research and University of Delhi.
Sujeet received his PhD in Law and Governance from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi where his doctoral research examined how vulnerable urban communities secure rights and citizen-state relations in the city of Patna (Bihar).
Sujeet is passionate about research in the intersections of rural and urban poverty, inequality, social justice and public policy. When he shuts off his laptop, Sujeet seeks calm by indulging in long walks while listening to audio dramas and commentary on podcasts.

  × 


DIBYAJYOTI BASAK
Research Associate, Financial Well-being and Social Protection 
Dibyajyoti Basak is a Research Associate with the Financial Well-being and Social Protection vertical at LEAD.
Dibyajyoti holds a Master’s degree in Development Studies from Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai and a Bachelor’s degree in English Honours from Jadavpur University, Kolkata. Prior to joining LEAD, he worked with the Indian Political Action Committee.
Dibyajyoti is deeply interested in weaving his way through the different layers of public policy research and data science. He is keen to cultivate the interdisciplinary knowledge required to solve complex development issues.
A passionate Manchester United supporter, Dibyajyoti is happiest when he is working his way through grand strategy video games and intriguing fantasy novels.

  × 


Durgesh Pandey
Junior Executive, Field Operations
Durgesh Pandey is a Field Executive at LEAD. He specialises in field team training, monitoring, and managing survey teams across different projects. He has extensive experience in managing field surveys for large-scale impact evaluations in the domains of agriculture, digital financial services, MSME development, women empowerment, and livelihoods.
Prior to joining LEAD, Durgesh worked as a District Coordinator with Ekal Vidyalaya, where he worked on programs that aim to alleviate poverty in rural parts India with a focus on both tribal and non-tribal communities.
Durgesh holds a Master’s degree in Social Science and Political Science along with a Bachelor’s degree in Social Science from Dr. R. M. L. Awadh University, and is currently pursuing a PG diploma in Rural Development from Indira Gandhi National Open University. He also holds a Diploma in Information Technology from NIIT.

  × 


 VARUN HARIHARAN 
Research Associate, Small, Growing Businesses and Employment
 
Varun Hariharan is a Research Associate with the Small, Growing Businesses and Employment vertical at LEAD.
Varun holds a Master’s degree in Economics and a Bachelor’s degree in Economics and Math, from New York University. His college thesis analysed the effect of economic resilience on recovery after the onslaught of hurricanes in the United States.
Prior to working in LEAD, Varun was involved with the social impact investment scene in New York and public policy research initiatives such as The Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program (TTCSP) at the University of Pennsylvania. Varun’s research interests include dissecting the historical impact of economic policies on marginalised communities. An avid bibliophile, Varun likes to unwind by rewatching the Sopranos.

  × 


 SAMPURNA BASU 
Research Associate, Financial Well-being and Social Protection 
Sampurna Basu is a Research Associate with the Financial Well-being and Social Protection vertical at LEAD.
Prior to joining LEAD, Sampurna worked as a pro bono consultant and assisted with research work on development priorities for the Early-Stage Evaluation of the Human Capital Index at the Independent Evaluation Group, World Bank.
Sampurna has a Master’s degree in Public Policy from George Washington University and a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology from St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata. Her research interests revolve around pressing questions surrounding women’s participation and work-family policies across contexts. On the weekends, you can catch Sampurna curled up in a cosy corner with a pile of pre-loved books and movies.

  × 


SUMIRAN ARDHAPURE
Research Associate, Financial Well-being and Social Protection 
Sumiran Ardhapure is a Research Associate with the Financial Well-being and Social Protection vertical at LEAD.
Prior to joining LEAD, Sumiran worked as a research assistant at the Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics on a project measuring the impact of chronic stress on economic decision making.
Sumiran holds a Master’s degree in Economics from the University of Warwick and a Bachelor’s degree in the same subject from Fergusson College, Pune.
He enjoys deconstructing inequality and its various interconnections, particularly its combined implications on economic-decision making and poverty. In his spare time, Sumiran whips up homemade recipes, reads for pleasure, makes art and plays the occasional football.
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