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Use this sheet to help you with questions 2 and 5 on page 73.

WORKSHEET 4.1B
What was going on behind the scenes at
Yalta? 2

Churchill’s main concern Roosevelt’s main concern

Stalin’s main concern
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Use this sheet to help you with the Focus Task on page 76.

WORKSHEET 4.3
How did the USSR gain control of eastern
Europe by 1948?

Presidential briefing paper 1948

Subject: The Communists in eastern Europe

The takeover
The following countries have fallen under Communist control:

The Communists have taken control in three different ways:

The plan
Stalin has made no secret of his plan for eastern Europe:

The methods
Stalin’s control of eastern Europe is based on two methods:

a) ____________________________________________________________________________

which ensures that ______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________and

b) ____________________________________________________________________________

which ensures that ______________________________________________________________

The US response
Should we be worried? I say ________ because_______________________________________

Refer to map on page 76

Mention their success in
elections, Red Army control,
imprisoning/exiling/executing
opponents

Describe Stalin’s desire for a
‘sphere of influence’

Mention the Red Army and
Cominform

Yes/No and Why? Mention Italy,
France, Greece as well as
wider American considerations
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Use this sheet to help you with the Focus Task on page 80.

WORKSHEET 4.4
How did the USA react to Soviet expansion?

Politburo briefing paper 1948

Subject: The American influence in Europe

American plans
The President of the USA has declared what he calls the Truman Doctrine. Officially this
means that:

In secret we believe it also means__________________________________________________

The methods

The American method for controlling western Europe is _______________________________

which means that _______________________________________________________________

The Soviet response
Should we be worried? I say ________ because_______________________________________

Summarise the Truman
Doctrine and its aims.

Summarise what some
American hardliners wanted.

Explain what Marshall Aid is
and how Stalin would see it.

Yes/No and Why? 
Mention the need for a Soviet
‘sphere of influence’ in eastern
Europe.

04-p25599-OCR_MWH-Chapter 04-ccp:9780340986677  24/6/09  09:45  Page 58



© Hodder Education OCR GCSE MODERN WORLD HISTORY  TEACHER’S RESOURCE BOOK 59

In your Modern World History exams you are almost bound to have questions that ask you to interpret historical cartoons. There are 
examples of such questions on pages 206–208, so interpreting historical cartoons is something you should practise regularly and carefully.

Here are the things to look for:

WORKSHEET 4.5
Cartoon analysis: general advice

Origins

• The date it was drawn – what else was going on at the same time?
• The country and the type of publication in which the cartoon was published

(e.g. a British newspaper).

The cartoon itself

• Look at the caption (if the cartoon has one) – it is usually very important.
• Many cartoons use labels on the characters or include particularly

significant objects. Look very carefully for these as they give strong clues as
to what the cartoon is about.

• Look at the background if there is one – what impression is it trying to give?
• Look at any people or animals and think about how the cartoonist has

drawn them in terms of size, posture and their position in relation to each
other.

• Facial expressions are usually very important – they tell you whether the
cartoonist thinks that a character is brave, cowardly, sincere, treacherous, etc.

There are plenty of cartoons to practise on in Section 2. Start with this example. Write annotations around it to explain the significance of
each of the items we have picked out.
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Use this research sheet to help you with the Focus Task on page 85.

Step 1
Use this table to rate verdicts A–D. You will come back to this later.

WORKSHEET 4.7
Who was more to blame for the Cold War?

Verdict Rating in Step 1 Rating in Step 3

A The USA was most to blame.

B The USSR was most to blame.

C Both sides were equally to blame.

D No one was to blame. The Cold War was inevitable.

Step 2
Take one ‘factor’ each. Use this table to record your findings then report back to your group what you have found out about your factor. You
can find the factors in question 2a on page 85.

Factor:

Examples of this
factor causing Cold
War problems

Supports
verdict …

Reason

Step 3
If you change your mind about the rating, note this change in the table in Step 1.

Step 4
Use the verdicts to help you to organise your balanced essay. Write a paragraph about each factor, considering evidence for and against.
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