
WORLD HISTORY REVIEW 
 
 
Unit 1: ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS 

1. What major differences existed between the Paleolithic & Neolithic Era? 
2. What are the characteristics of a civilization? 
3. What major geographic factor encouraged Ancient civilizations to develop where they did? 

 
VOCABULARY 
1. Neolithic Revolution 

2. Nomadic 

3. Paleolithic 

4. Domesticate 

5. Artifact 

6. Cuneiform 

7. Pharaoh 

8. Hieroglyphics 

9. Monsoon 

10. Fertile 

11. Irrigation 

12. Migration 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit 2: Second Wave Ancient Civilizations 
Fill out the following chart on the government forms/basic info for each of the civilizations 

GREECE (Athens) GREECE (Sparta) PERSIA HAN ROME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
VOCABULARY 
1. Republic 
2. Direct Democracy 
3. Oligarchy 
4. Empire 

5. Confucianism 
6. Centralized Government 
7. Mandate of Heaven 
10. City-State

 



Unit 3: WORLD RELIGIONS 
 
Fill in the following chart on World Religions. 
 CHRISTIANITY BUDDHISM ISLAM HINDUISM JUDAISM 
WHO DO THEY 
WORSHIP? 

 
 
 
 

    

MAJOR 
BELIEFS 

 
 
 
 

    

SACRED 
PLACES/TEXTS 

 
 
 
 

    

WHEN DID IT 
EMERGE? 

 
 
 
 

    

SIMILARITIES: 
 
 
 

 
VOCABULARY 

1. Hinduism 
2. The Caste System 
3. Buddhism 
4. Enlightenment 
5. Judaism 
6. The Torah 

7. Christianity 
8. The Ten Commandments 
9. Islam 
10. The Five Pillars 
11. Prophet 
12. Apostle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 4: MIDDLE AGES (Dark Ages?) 



1. When and why did feudalism emerge in Western Europe? 
2. Label the social pyramid to represent feudalistic societies.  
3. What were the causes of the Crusades? 
4. What was it like in the Middle East during the Middle Ages? What about West Africa? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
1. Byzantine Empire 
2. Feudalism 
3. Vassal 
4. Hierarchy 
5. Papal 
6. Secular 
7. Excommunicate 

8. Monastery 
9. Pope 
10. Priest 
11. Silk Road 
13. Chivalry 
15. Crusades 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 5: RENAISSANCE & REFORMATION 
1. What is the Renaissance? What changes did it bring? Which important thinkers helped bring those changes? 

2. What is the Protestant Reformation? Who led the reform effort? How did it change the world? 

3. What impact did the printing press have on the Protestant Reformation? 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
1. Renaissance 

2. Humanism 

3. Classical Civilizations 

4. Renaissance Man 

5. Commerce 

6. 95 Theses 

7. Indulgences 

8. Reformation 

9. Protestant 

10. Lutheran 

11. Anglican 

12. Calvinism 

13. Heresy 

14. Heliocentrism

  

  
  



Unit 6: Age of Exploration 
1. The European powers that set to the seas during the Age of Exploration and their motivations. 
2. Who the Aztec & Inca were, and their relation to Spanish conquistadors. 
3. What the Columbian Exchange was and how it changed both the “New” & “Old” worlds. 
4. What the Atlantic Slave Trade/Triangle Trade was.  

 

Vocabulary 
1. Middle Passage 
2. Columbian Exchange 
3. Cortes 
4. Pizarro 
5. Colonization 
6. Mother Country 
7. Triangular trade 

8. Inca 
9. Aztec 
10. "New" World 
11. "Old" World 
12. Indigenous 
13. Memorial 
14. Conquistador  

 
 
 
 

Unit 7: ABSOLUTISM, ENLIGHTENMENT, & REVOLUTION 
1. What absolutism is, and examples of leaders who adopted this form of rule. 
2. The reasons for the English Civil War/Glorious Revolution, and the relation to absolutism. 
3. What the Enlightenment was, and how it’s ideals were opposed to absolutism. 
4. The various revolutions that took places throughout the western hemisphere, and how 

Enlightenment ideals shaped those revolutions. 
5. The result of the various revolutions we have learned about.  
 

VOCABULARY 
1. Absolutism 
2. Divine Right 
3. Versailles 
4. “L'etat c'est moi” 
5. Coup d'Etat 
6. State of Nature 
7. Natural Rights 
8. Social Contract 

9. Checks and Balances 
10. Representation 
11. Revolution 
12. Fraternity 
13. The Terror 
14. Guillotine 
15. Napoleonic Wars 

 
 
 
Unit 8: Industrialization, Imperialism, Nationalism 

1.  THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF INDUSTRIALIZATION. 
2.  THE THREE IDEOLOGIES WE STUDIED, AND WHICH SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY WERE LIKELY TO 

ADOPT THEM. 
3. THE FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO IMPERIALISM 
4. THE WAY IN WHICH AFRICA, INDIA, AND CHINA WERE IMPACTED BY IMPERIALISM 

 
VOCABULARY 
1. INDUSTRIALIZATION 
2. MASS PRODUCTION 
3. CAPITALISM 
4. COMMUNISM 
5. IDEOLOGY 

6. SOCIALISM 
7. NATIONALISM 
8. IMPERIALISM 
9. SPHERES OF INFLUENCE 
10. BRITISH EAST INDIA COMPANY



Unit 9: WWI & RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 
1. The MAIN causes of WW1, and be able to explain them. 
2. Which major countries fought for each side of the war. 
3. Why Russia withdrew from the war. 
4. The general timeline of the war, and how new technologies made it so destructive. 
5. The reason the US joined the war, despite wanting to stay neutral. 
6. The lasting impact of the peace process at the end of WWI. 
 

VOCABULARY 
1. Militarism 

2. Alliance 

3. Armistice 

4. Central Powers 

5. Assassination 

6. The Allies 

7. Bolshevik 

8. Tsar/Czar 

9. Treaty of Versailles 

10. Nationalism
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 10: World War II & Its Aftermath 

1. Know which countries fought on which side of the war.  
2. Know why Germany, Italy, and Japan were all interested in expanding their territory.  
3. Know why the United States attempted to stay out of war, and why they chose to enter it.  
4. Know how the war came to a close, and the controversy behind dropping the atomic bomb. 
5. Know what the holocaust was, and why the world has created organizations aimed at preventing 

anything like it from happening again.  
 
Vocabulary 

1. Antisemitism 

2. Third Reich 

3. Nazi 

4. Totalitarian 

5. Fascist 

6. Axis 

7. Allies 

8. Holocaust 

9. Genocide 

10. Atomic Bomb 

11. Manhattan Project 

12. Nuremberg Laws 

13. United Nations 

14. Nuremberg Trials

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 11: Cold War & Beyond 
Fill in the chart to describe the main goals of contrasting ideologies during the Cold War. 

U.S. & Allies  

VS. 

Soviet Union & Allies  

Capitalist Democratic  Communist Totalitarian  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOALS 

 

 

 

 

 
1. How to define the Cold War and how this war split the world into opposing sides. 
2. How nations in Asia and Africa gained independence following WWII. 
3. The world order following the collapse of the Soviet Union & the effect of increased globalization. 
4. The causes of the “War on Terror” and the global response. 

 
 
VOCABULARY 

1. Cold War 
2. Communism 
3. Capitalism 
4. Containment 
5. Arms Race 
6. Marshall Plan 
7. Space Race 
8. Decolonization 

9. Proxy War 
10. Globalization 
11. “War on Terror” 
12. Jihad 
13. Osama Bin Laden 
14. Al Qaeda 
15. ISIS 
16. Partition 

 
 


