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Global demand to increase
4.7% yearly through 2012
World demand for manufactured fibers is 
forecast to increase 4.7 percent per year 
to more than 58 million metric tons in 
2012, outpacing real (inflation-adjusted) 
gains in GDP. Overall growth will be 
supported by the continued replacement 
of natural fibers by less costly, better 
performing manmade alternatives in 
many market applications. The global 
manufactured fiber market will also 
benefit from a generally sound macro-
economic outlook. Increases in industrial 
activity will promote gains in technical 
yarns and fabrics (e.g., tire cord, airbags 
and geotextiles), while the rising level of 
personal income in both developed and 
developing countries will promote 
demand for textile fibers used in apparel 
and household items such as furnish-
ings, bed sheets, towels, blankets and 
quilts, as well as floor coverings.

Asia to remain dominant 
market, grow the fastest
Maintaining an established trend, the 
world manufactured fiber industry will 
continue to be concentrated in Asia, 
particularly China and India, where the 
fastest growth is also expected. For 
instance, by 2012 China is expected to 
account for 70 percent of global polyes-
ter output. India will also post strong 
increases, but total production levels will 
remain well below that of China. In these 
countries, strong gains in fiber produc-
tion and demand reflect vast spinning 

and weaving sectors, coupled with 
growing domestic markets for fibers and 
lower labor costs. As a result of this 
intense competition, countries such as 
Japan, South Korea and Taiwan have 
shifted away from fiber commodities 
such as polyester, and moved toward 
lower-volume, higher-end products with 
specialized market niches.

North American and European mills will 
continue to face tough challenges, 
including market maturity, capacity 
rationalization, competition from imports 
and business shifting to nations that 
benefit from lower production costs. For 
their part, Latin America, Eastern Europe 
and the Africa/Mideast region are 
expected to fare better, experiencing 

slow growth compared to the Asia/Pacific 
region, but growth nonetheless. In 
particular, Brazil and Turkey should 
continue to evolve into major factors in 
manufactured fibers, bolstering their 
already strong positions in cotton.

Polyester, specialty fibers 
to record rapid advances
Polyester fibers will record rapid advanc-
es and remain the largest manufactured 
fiber segment by far, due to their versatil-
ity and favorable cost-performance 
characteristics, but even faster growth in 
specialty fibers will reflect the continuing 
strength in the outlook for spandex, 
aramid and carbon fibers.

Copyright 2008 The Freedonia Group, Inc.
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Increases in industrial activity will promote gains in technical yarns and fabrics, while rising 
personal incomes will promote demand for textile fibers used in apparel and household items.

World Manufactured Fiber
Production, 2007
(46.3 million metric tons)

Asia/Pacific
75%

Other Regions 8%

North America 9%

Western Europe 8%
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CHART VIII-1

WORLD MANUFACTURED FIBER  
MARKET SHARE BY COMPANY, 2007

($100 billion)
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sAMPLE 
ChArT

ASIA/PACIFIC

Thailand: Suppliers & Capacity
	 Production	capacity	for	manufactured	fibers	in	Thailand	totaled	1.2	
million	metric	tons	in	2007,	with	over	90	percent	of	this	total	dedicated	
to	synthetic	fibers.		Actual	production	of	manufactured	fibers	in	Thailand	
totaled	972,000	metric	tons	in	2007,	yielding	an	industry-wide	utilization	
rate	of	82	percent.		Thai	fiber	producers	such	as	Indorama	are	mostly	
focused	on	polyester,	although	the	industry	also	supports	units	for	the	
production	of	nylon,	acrylic,	polypropylene	and	rayon	as	evidenced	by	
the	presence	of	companies	such	as	Thai	Acrylic	Fibre	and	Thai	Rayon	
Public	Company,	both	of	which	are	part	of	the	India-based	Aditya	Birla	
Group.		Japanese	companies	such	as	Asahi	Kasei,	Teijin	and	Toray	
Industries	have	also	been	active	in	establishing	manufacturing	operations	
in	the	Thai	market.

	 Indorama’s	Indo	Poly	Thailand	subsidiary	produces	polyester	
staple	fiber,	oriented	yarn	and	fully-drawn	yarn,	among	other	polyester	
materials.		These	fibers	are	produced	in	a	variety	of	sizes	and	lusters,	and	
can	be	used	to	make	apparel,	upholstery	and	furnishings,	and	sanitary	
products.		The	company	maintains	a	manufacturing	plant	in	Nakornpra-
thom	that	has	a	production	capacity	of	93,000	metric	tons	of	polyester	
per	year.

	 Thai	Acrylic	Fibre	is	a	leading	acrylic	fiber	producer	serving	the	
global	market.	The	company	has	an	annual	capacity	of	100,000	metric	
tons,	and	85	percent	of	its	acrylic	fiber	production	is	exported	to	Austra-
lia,	Africa,	China,	Iran,	Indonesia,	India,	Nepal	and	other	Asian	nations.

	 Thai	Rayon	Public	Company	is	a	major	manufacturer	of	viscose	
rayon	staple	fiber	in	Thailand	and	one	the	largest	exporters	in	the	world.		
The	company	operates	as	a	joint	venture	with	the	Aditya	Birla	Group	of	
India.		Thai	Rayon	has	production	capacity	of	over	100,000	metric	tons	
per	year,	and	exports	about	40,000	metric	tons	per	annum	to	Australia,		

209	 	 	 	 Copyright 2008 The Freedonia Group, Inc.

sAMPLE 
TExT

sample Text, 
   Table & Chart

TABLE VI-26

THAILAND -- MANUFACTURED FIBER SUPPLY & DEMAND
(thousand metric tons)

   
Item						 	 	 	 	 1997	 2002	 2007	 2012	 2017

Gross	Domestic	Product	(bil	2006$)	 	 365	 385	 505	 645	 814
	 kg	per	000$	GDP	 	 	 1.71	 1.89	 1.67	 1.50	 1.34
     
Manufactured	Fiber	Demand			 	 625	 726	 845	 970	 1090
	 Synthetic	Fibers	 	 	 	 562	 650	 745	 850	 950
	 Cellulosic	Fibers		 	 	 63	 76	 100	 120	 140
     
	 +	net	exports	&	stock	changes	 	 40	 238	 127	 85	 34
     
Manufactured	Fiber	Production	 	 665	 964	 972	 1055	 1124
	 Synthetic	Fibers:		 	 	 605	 893	 877	 940	 1003
	 	 Polyester	 	 	 	 500	 768	 752	 820	 880
	 	 Olefin	 	 	 	 30	 40	 50	 55	 62
	 	 Nylon	 	 	 	 65	 60	 55	 50	 46
	 	 Acrylic	&	Modacrylic	 	 	 10	 25	 20	 15	 15
	 Cellulosic	Fibers		 	 	 60	 71	 95	 115	 121

sAMPLE 
TAbLE
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Far Eastern Textile Limited
36F	Taipei	Metro	Tower,	207	Tun
Hwa	South	Road,	Section	2
Taipei		
Taiwan
886-2-2733-8000	
http://www.fetl.com.tw

Revenues:		US$1.5	billion	(2007)
Employment:		5,190	(2007)
Key	Products:		polyester	staple	fiber	and	yarn;	polytrimethylene	tere-
phthalate	and	polylactic	acid	fibers;	polyester,	rayon	and	polylactic	acid	
spun	yarn;	purified	terephthalic	acid;	and	nylon	6,6	fiber

	 Far	Eastern	Textile	is	a	manufacturer	of	textile	fibers	and	fabrics.		
The	Company	is	owned	by	the	Far	Eastern	Group,	a	Taiwan-based	
industrial	conglomerate.		Far	Eastern	Textile	operates	through	two	seg-
ments:		Fiber	and	Textile.		

	 The	Company	is	active	in	the	world	textile	fibers	industry	through	
both	segments.		The	Fiber	segment,	which	accounted	for	80	percent,	or	
about	US$1.2	billion,	of	Far	Eastern	Textile’s	2007	revenues,	manu-
factures	polyester	staple	fiber	and	yarn,	as	well	as	other	polyester	prod-
ucts.		The	segment	operates	through	three	divisions,	of	which	the	Staple	
Fiber	SBU	and	Filament	SBU	divisions	manufacture	textile	fibers.		The	
Staple	Fiber	SBU	division	manufactures	polyester	staple	fiber	at	four	
production	facilities,	which	produced	a	total	of	242,000	metric	tons	of	
staple	fiber	in	2007.		Far	Eastern	Textile’s	polyester	staple	fibers	are	
primarily	sold	under	the	EASTLON	brand	name,	and	include	flame-
retardant,	antibacterial,	heavy	metal-free,	easy-dye	and	other	types.		In	
addition,	the	Company	makes	bicomponent	staple	fibers	and	microfi-
bers,	including	polyester/polyester	and	polyester/nylon	varieties.

324	 	 	 	 Copyright 2008 The Freedonia Group, Inc.

COMPANY PROFILES

TABLE VI-25

THAILAND -- TOTAL TEXTILE FIBER DEMAND
(thousand metric tons)

   
Item						 	 	 	 	 1997	 2002	 2007	 2012	 2017

Population	(million)	 	 	 59.8	 62.6	 64.9	 66.8	 68.4
	 GDP	per	capita	 	 	 	 6100	 6150	 7780	 9660	11900
Gross	Domestic	Product	(bil	2006$)	 	 365	 385	 505	 645	 814
     
	 kg	per	capita	 	 	 	 16.3	 17.8	 19.5	 21.2	 22.8
	 kg	per	000$	GDP	 	 	 2.67	 2.89	 2.50	 2.19	 1.92
     
Textile	Fiber	Demand	 	 	 973	 1114	 1264	 1415	 1560
	 Manufactured	Fibers	 	 	 625	 726	 845	 970	 1090
	 Natural	Fibers	 	 	 	 348	 388	 419	 445	 470
     
	 %	manufactured	 	 	 	 64.2	 65.2	 66.9	 68.6	 69.9
	 %	natural	 	 	 	 35.8	 34.8	 33.1	 31.4	 30.1

sample Profile, 
   Table & Forecast

“Fiber production in Thailand is forecast 
to increase 1.7 percent per year to 1.1 
million metric tons in 2012, decreasing 
the country’s trade surplus in manufac-
tured fibers.  Promoting output growth 
is the presence of multinational firms -- 
especially Japan-based ones -- operating 
modern facilities that are competitive in 
global markets.  This includes joint ven-
tures between Thai and foreign companies 
that are setting up plants in Thailand.”

--Section VI, pg. 208

sAMPLE
PrOFILE

sAMPLE
TAbLE
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