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Cambridge English 

• A not-for-profit department of the University of 

Cambridge 

• 100 years of expertise in English language 

assessment 

• Over 4 million people a year take Cambridge 

English exams 

• More than 15,000 organisations worldwide 

accept our exams 



Cambridge English: Preliminary for Schools 

• Part of our Cambridge English for 

Schools range of exams 

• Designed to motivate school-aged 

learners 

• Level B1 of the CEFR – an 

intermediate level of English 

 



Shows students can … 

• understand straightforward instructions  

• express simple opinions  

• understand routine information 

• write letters or make notes 

“My goal was to progress to the higher level 

Cambridge English exams and my exam was a great 

way to experience Cambridge English. If you want to 

get a good job, you need a good level of English.” 

 

Josue Garcia Alvarez 

Trainee Industrial Engineer 



An internationally accepted certificate 

• Same certificate as Cambridge English: 

Preliminary, accepted by: 

• thousands of leading businesses and educational 

institutions worldwide 

 

 See which organisations accept our exams – 

www.cambridgeenglish.org/recognition 

 



Aims of the webinar 

• to improve teachers’ understanding of the 

writing assessment scales 

• to practise applying the assessment 

scales to students’ writing 

• to help teachers to assess their own 

students’ writing better 

• to give ideas for improving students’ 

writing skills  



Outline of today’s webinar 

• The Cambridge English: Preliminary for 

Schools Writing tasks 

• Assessment scales for writing and how to 

apply these to your students’ writing 

• Teaching ideas to improve writing 

• Summary and further support 



About you 

A. I’m preparing students for Cambridge 

English: Preliminary for Schools. 

B. I’m preparing students for Cambridge 

English: Preliminary. 

C. I’m preparing students for another B1 

exam. 

D. None of the above. 



 

 

 

Cambridge English: Preliminary for Schools 

Reading and Writing paper 



Cambridge English: Preliminary for Schools 

Reading and Writing paper 

Timing:    1 hour 30 minutes 

Number of parts:  8  

Reading tasks:  Parts 1–5  

Writing tasks:   Parts 6–8 

Weighting of Writing: 25% of total exam 



Writing tasks 

Part Task type and format Focus 

Part 1 Sentence transformations: candidates are 

given sentences and are asked to 

complete similar sentences using a 

different structural pattern. 

 

Control and 

understanding of B1 

level grammatical 

structures 

Part 2 

 

Short communicative message: 

candidates are prompted to write a short 

message in the form of a postcard, note, 

email, etc. 

 

Communicating three 

specific content points 

Part 3 

 

Continuous writing: candidates have the 

choice of writing an informal letter or a 

story. The writing is assessed using 

assessment scales. 

 

Control and range of 

language 



Writing Part 3 

• In Part 3, candidates can write either a 

story or an informal letter. 
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• Their answer should be about 100 words. 



Writing Part 3 

• In Part 3, candidates can write either a 

story or an informal letter. 

• Their answer should be about 100 words. 

• The assessment focuses on content,  

communicative achievement, organisation 

and language. 



Writing Part 3 – letter 



Writing Part 3 – story 



Assessment scale 





Organisation 

Band 5 

• Text is generally well organised and coherent, using a 

variety of linking words and cohesive devices.  

Band 3 

• Text is connected and coherent, using basic linking 

words and a limited number of cohesive devices.  

Band 1 

• Text is connected using basic, high-frequency linking 

words. 
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Organisation 

Band 5 

• Text is generally well organised and coherent, using a 

variety of linking words and cohesive devices.  

Band 3 

• Text is connected and coherent, using basic linking 

words and a limited number of cohesive devices.  

Band 1 

• Text is connected using basic, high-frequency linking 

words. 





Writing Part 3 – letter 



Writing Part 3 – letter 
Is the text coherent 

and connected? 

Does the writer use 

basic linking words 

and a limited number 

of cohesive devices? 





Content 

A. Minor irrelevances and/or omissions may 

be present; target reader is, on the whole, 

informed. 

B. Irrelevances and misinterpretations of 

task may be present; target reader is 

minimally informed. 

C. All content is relevant to the task; target 

reader is fully informed. 
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Content 
A. Minor irrelevances and/or omissions 

may be present; target reader is, on the 

whole, informed. 

B. Irrelevances and misinterpretations of 

task may be present; target reader is 

minimally informed. 

C. All content is relevant to the task; target 

reader is fully informed. 
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Writing Part 3 – letter 



Writing Part 3 – letter 
Is all the content 

relevant to the task? 

Is the target reader 

fully informed? 





Writing Part 3 – letter 

Content = 5 

Communicative achievement = 4 

Organisation = 4 

Language = 4 



Communicative achievement 

5. Uses the conventions of the communicative task 

to hold the target reader’s attention and 

___________ straightforward ideas. 

3. Uses the conventions of the communicative task 

in generally appropriate ways to ________ 

straightforward ideas. 

1. Produces text that ____________ simple ideas 

in simple ways. 



Communicative achievement 

5. Uses the conventions of the communicative task 

to hold the target reader’s attention and 

communicate straightforward ideas. 

3. Uses the conventions of the communicative task 

in generally appropriate ways to communicate 

straightforward ideas. 

1. Produces text that communicates simple ideas 

in simple ways. 





Writing Part 3 – story 



Writing Part 3 – story 

Does the writer 

communicate 

straight-forward 

ideas? 

Does the writer 

use the 

conventions of the 

task in generally 

appropriate ways? 





Language 
Band 

5 

 

 

Uses a range of 

everyday  vocabulary 

appropriately, with 

occasional 

inappropriate use of 

less common lexis. 

Uses a range of 

simple and some 

complex  

grammatical forms 

with a good degree 

of control. 

Errors do not 

impede 

communication. 

Band 

3 

 

 

Uses everyday 

vocabulary generally 

appropriately, while 

occasionally over-

using certain lexis. 

Uses simple 

grammatical forms 

with a good degree 

of control. 

While errors are 

noticeable, 

meaning can still 

be determined. 

Band 

1 

 

 

Uses basic 

vocabulary 

reasonably 

accurately. 

Uses simple 

grammatical forms 

with some degree 

of control. 

Errors may 

impede meaning 

at times. 
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Grammar 

Band 5 Uses a range of simple and some complex  

grammatical forms with a good degree of 

control. 

Band 3 Uses simple grammatical forms with a good 

degree of control. 

Band 1 Uses simple grammatical forms with some 

degree of control. 



Errors 

Band 5 Errors do not impede communication. 

Band 3 While errors are noticeable, meaning can still 

be determined. 

Band 1 Errors may impede meaning at times. 





Writing Part 3 – story 

Does the writer 

use simple 

grammatical forms 

with a good 

degree of control? 

Does the writer 

use everyday 

vocabulary 

generally 

appropriately? 

How far can 

meaning be 

determined 

despite errors? 





Your students 

What problems do your students have with 

writing?  

Think about what’s covered by the four subscales: 

• Content 

• Organisation 

• Communicative achievement 

• Language 



Using sample answers 

Give sample answers: 

• with poor cohesion and a lot of repetition 

• with simple vocabulary and repeated words 

• with only one or two content points 

• where the message isn’t clear 



Cohesion and referencing 

My best friend is called 

Juan. Juan is a great 

friend and I see him 

almost every day. I met 

Juan on my holiday.  

 

 



Cohesion and referencing 

My best friend is called 

Juan. Juan is a great 

friend and I see him 

almost every day. I met 

Juan on my holiday.  

 

 

My best friend is called 

Juan. Juan is a great 

friend  He’s great and I 

see him we see each 

other almost every day. 

I met him on my 

holiday.  

 





Summary 

• The Cambridge English: Preliminary for 

Schools Writing tasks 

• Assessment scales for Writing and how to 

apply these to your students’ writing 

• Teaching ideas to improve writing 

• Summary and further support 



Teaching Support website 

• Information about  

all Cambridge English Language 

Assessment examinations and teaching 

qualifications 

• Teaching resources for each part of each 

exam 

• Lots more features to support teachers 

www.teachers.cambridgeenglish.org  

http://www.teachers.cambridgeenglish.org/
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach


Official Exams Preparation 

Materials 



Compact  



Exam Practice 



Unique preparation materials 

• Internationally recognised authors 

• Experts in teaching, learning and 
assessment 

• Based on real exam candidates’ answers 
and the mistakes they make – Corpus  

• English Profile research guarantees 
vocabulary is ‘on level’ for B1 

• Only official preparation for Cambridge 
English: Preliminary for Schools 

www.cambridge.org/elt/exams 

 
 

http://www.cambridge.org/elt/exams


www.englishprofile.org 

http://www.englishprofile.org/


• Courses 

Earn a certificate from Cambridge. 

 

• Experts 

Live every week: advice and webinars. 

 

• Knowledge 

Stay inspired with articles and videos. 

Online 

Professional 

Development 

Join at 

www.CambridgeEnglishTeacher.org 



Further information 

University of Cambridge 

Cambridge English Language Assessment 

1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU, UK 

Tel: +44 (0)1223 553997 

Fax: +44 (0)1223 553621 

Email: helpdesk@cambridgeenglish.org 

 

Keep up to date with what’s new via the  

Cambridge English Language Assessment website:  
www.cambridgeenglish.org 

 

For information on Cambridge English webinars for teachers: 

www.cambridgeenglish.org/webinars 
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