
Student Name: __________________________ 

WVES 4th Grade Packet 

Academic Homework Calendar 
Week of: May 5- May 11 

Theme: How do traditions connect people? 

 

Date Activities 

Tuesday, May 5 Reading: Read chapter 1 and answer questions 

Writing: Complete Day 1 

Math: 2 Digit by 1 Digit Multiplication (Vertical) 

Math Booklet Questions #46-#48 

Science: Electrical Charges 

 

Wednesday, May 6 Reading: Read chapter 2 and answer questions 

Writing: Complete Day 2 

Math: 3 Digit by 1 Digit Multiplication (Vertical) 

Math Booklet Questions #49-#51 

Science: Conductors and Insulators 

 

Thursday, May 7 Reading: Read chapter 3 and answer questions 

Writing: Complete Day 3 

Math: 4 Digit by 1 Digit Multiplication (Vertical) 

Math Booklet Questions #52-#54 

Science/Social Studies: Series & Parallel Circuits 

 

Friday, May 8 Reading: Read Penobscot Nation and answer questions 

Writing: Complete Day 4 

Math: 2 Digit by 2 Digit Multiplication (Vertical) 

Math Booklet Questions #55-#57 

Science: Series and Parallel Circuits 

 

Monday, May 11 Reading: Read fluency passage twice and complete chart in part B. 

Writing: Complete Day 5 

*Possible to type in Google Classroom 

Math: 2 Digit by 2 Digit Multiplication (Vertical) 

Math Booklet Questions #58-#60 

Science: Electricity Quiz 

 
Extra Online Options 

Wonders (Official Reading Program) 

Into Math (Official Math Program) 

Prodigy (Math Program) 

Xtra Math (Basic Facts- Math Program) 

 

ReadWorks (Reading- Google Classroom) 

SpellingCity (Spelling and Vocabulary Words) 

Keyboarding without Tears (Typing Practice) 

 

 

 



 
 

 Genre Preview:  

This story is an historical fiction story. Historical fiction is a made-up story that takes place in the past. 

It includes realistic characters, events, and settings.  The story may include real people and actual 

events from the past. 

 

 

Note Taking:  

Take notes as they read.  

Remember to record:  

• ideas they think are important  

• unfamiliar words  

• sections of text that are unclear or confusing  

• any questions about the text they have Students can also fill in a graphic organizer, noting the 

important events for each section.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

1. How is this story an example of historical fiction? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

2. Fictional stories usually have a problem or conflict that the characters try to resolve. Reread the 

first paragraph on page 4. What is the problem or conflict in this story? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Review the second paragraph on page 4. How will Rodney’s experience with school be different from 

his grandfather’s? Use text evidence. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Why does Muhmum share his experience of attending school with Rodney? Use details from the text 

to support your answer. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 
 

5. Why are the baskets so important to him, his family, and his community? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

6. Why does the author mention the different kinds of baskets various members of the community 

make? Use details from the text to support your answer. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. On page 9, what is the denotation of fascinated?  What is the connotation? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
 

8. Reread the second paragraph on page 11. References to the Army and Korea are in regards to the 

Korean War, a conflict between North and South Korea lasting from 1950 to 1953 in which the 

United States was also involved. Which details in this paragraph are facts and which ones are made 

up by the author? How does the reference to the Korean War help you confirm this story is 

historical fiction? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

9. Has Rodney’s problem been solved? If so, how was it solved? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

10. Why is learning to make baskets important to Rodney? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
 

 

11. Why is the pack Muhmum gives to Rodney so important? What does it symbolize? Use evidence from 

the text to support your answer. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

12. What gives Rodney the confidence to face his first day of school? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. How does the informational text help you better understand Rodney’s story? What details in the 

informational text give you more information about what life was like for Rodney and his community? 

Have partners discuss their ideas, using text evidence from both the story and the article. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
 

 

14. Why is the Penobscot River important to the Penobscot Nation? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

15. What is a Penobscot tradition that Rodney learned from his grandfather? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 









Writing/Grammar Activities Checklist 
Week of May 4th 

 
A biography is a true story about someone’s life. They can be about famous people or 
ordinary people. This week you will conduct an interview of a family member and write a 
biography about them using the information collected!  

 
Day 1 (Grammar):  

- Read about Adjectives That Compare in the box at the top of page 111 
- Complete Color the Adjective first, Comparing Adjectives second, and finally 

complete #1-10 on page 111. 
 
Day 2 (Prewrite): 

- Choose any family member to interview. It may be completed in person or over 
the phone. Use the Interview with a Family Member worksheet to write your 
answers down. 

 
Day 3 (Draft): 

- Use the 3 paragraph outline to write your complete sentences. You don’t have to 
include the answer for every question on the prewrite worksheet. Pick your 
favorites, but make sure to have an introduction, body details, and a conclusion  

 
Day 4 (Revise and Edit): 

- Reread your paragraph(s). Are there any ideas or words you should change or 
add? Try to include comparative or superlative adjectives to describe your family 
member 

- Check for correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
 
Day 5 (Publish) 

- Use the lined paper with the box to write your final copy in your nicest 
handwriting. 

- Draw a picture of the family member you interviewed in the box. 
- Read your biography to someone! 

 
*Extensions* 

- Underline any comparative or superlative adjectives in your final copy. 
- Watch the biography about Walt Disney and Thomas Edison below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUGwSKKUA7M 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KgSi_R1Wcyk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUGwSKKUA7M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KgSi_R1Wcyk


Name

Grammar • Grade 4 • Unit 5 • Week 3 111

Grammar: Adjectives That Compare

Complete each sentence by circling the correct comparative or superlative 
adjective in parentheses.

1. My hair is (longer, longest) than yours.

2. This fl ower is the (prettier, prettiest) of all of them.

3. The turtle in the back is the (slower, slowest) in the group.

4. My father is (stronger, strongest) than I am.

5. This lake is the (more, most) peaceful place I have ever been.

6. I am (happier, happiest) to go here than my brother is.

7. It is (less, least) sunny today than yesterday.

8. The summer is (warmer, warmest) than the winter.

9. This is the (heavier, heaviest) piece of furniture in the house.

10. She is the (smarter, smartest) girl in our school.

• Comparative adjectives compare two things. They usually end in -er or 
include the word more or less.

• Superlative adjectives compare more than two things. They usually 
end in -est or include the word most or least.
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Name:___________________  
Color the Adjective 
 comparative = red              superlative = green 

run 

will push dance 

hottest busiest kinder 

shorter 

longer 
happier 

nicer darkest 
coldest 

reddest 

larger 

angrier iciest 

© Terrific Times in Third 



Name:___________________  
Comparing Adjectives 

Adjective Comparative Superlative 

1 clean 

2 wiser 

3 simplest 

4 bigger 

5 strongest 

6 brave 

7 blue 

8 largest 

9 heavy 

10 smaller 

11 good 

© Terrific Times in Third 



Interview with a Family Member! 
Choose any family member to conduct an interview with.  This interview can be completed in person or 
over the phone.  Write down the complete answer so that you have the correct information to include in 
your biography.  YOU need to write down the answers, not the person being interviewed.   
 
What is your name? ___________________________________ 

Were you named after someone else? ________________________________________________ 

How are we related? __________________________________ 

Do you have a nickname? ________________________  Who calls you that? _________________ 

What is your job? _______________________________________________________________ 

What do you do at your job? _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

When is your birthday? _____________________________________________ 

Where did you grow up? __________________________________________________________ 

What high school did you go to? _______________________  When did you graduate? _________ 

Did you go to college?  If so, where and what major? ___________________________________ 

Who did you live with growing up? ___________________________________________________ 

Do you have a funny story from your childhood you could tell me about? (Listen to the story, and 
then just make some quick notes so that you’ll remember some details later) 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

When you were my age, what was your favorite thing to do? ______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you have a favorite toy? _______________________________________________________ 

Who was your favorite teacher and why? _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What subject in school was the easiest for you?  Why? _________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



What subject was the hardest for you?  Why? ________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up? __________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you have any pets growing up?  Any stories about them? ______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What is your favorite…. 

Food? _________________________________________________________ 

Sport? ________________________________________________________ 

Sports Team? __________________________________________________ 

Book? _________________________________________________________ 

Animal? _______________________________________________________ 

Singer/band? ___________________________________________________ 

Color? _________________________________________________________ 

Hobby? _________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any suggestions for how I can be successful in school this year?  

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Anything else you would like me to include in my writing about you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have a picture I can have of you (better yet, of me AND 
you!) that I can use for my biography?  This is optional!   



Name Date Period 
 

Freeology.com – Free School Stuff  

3 Paragraph Essay Outline 
 

 
    
    

Thesis 

Introduction 

Body Paragraph  

Conclusion 

http://freeology.com/


By: 





Here are some strategies to help with the multiplication problems that are 1 digit by 2,3,4 digits  
 
 

1. Area Model  

 
 
 

2. Base Ten Blocks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Standard  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Here are some strategies to help with the multiplication problems that are 2 digit by 2 digit 
 

1. Area Model  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Bow-Tie Method  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



3. Standard 
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Name:

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Electrical Charges

If an object has more positive charges (      )
than negative charges (      ), its electrical
charge is positive (      ).

If an object has more negative charges (      )
than positive charges (      ), its electrical
charge is negative (      ).

If an object has the same number of positive
(      ) and negative (      ) charges, it has no
electrical charge or is neutral.

Example:

Electrical charge:  positive charge

Count the positive and negative charges in each picture.  Write positive charge,
negative charge, or no charge on each line.

1.

electrical charge:

2.

electrical charge:

3.

electrical charge:

4.

electrical charge:

5.

electrical charge:

6.

electrical charge:

ANSWER KEY

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Electrical Charges

If an object has more positive charges (      )
than negative charges (      ), its electrical
charge is positive (      ).

If an object has more negative charges (      )
than positive charges (      ), its electrical
charge is negative (      ).

If an object has the same number of positive
(      ) and negative (      ) charges, it has no
electrical charge or is neutral.

Example:

Electrical charge:  positive charge

Count the positive and negative charges in each picture.  Write positive charge,
negative charge, or no charge on each line.

1.

electrical charge:

2.

electrical charge:

3.

electrical charge:

4.

electrical charge:

5.

electrical charge:

6.

electrical charge:

negative charge no charge

positive charge positive charge

no charge negative charge



Name:

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Electrical Charges

If an object has more positive charges (      )
than negative charges (      ), its electrical
charge is positive (      ).

If an object has more negative charges (      )
than positive charges (      ), its electrical
charge is negative (      ).

If an object has the same number of positive
(      ) and negative (      ) charges, it has no
electrical charge or is neutral.

Example:

Electrical charge:  positive charge

Count the positive and negative charges in each picture.  Write positive charge,
negative charge, or no charge on each line.

1.

electrical charge:

2.

electrical charge:

3.

electrical charge:

4.

electrical charge:

5.

electrical charge:

6.

electrical charge:

ANSWER KEY
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Electrical Charges

If an object has more positive charges (      )
than negative charges (      ), its electrical
charge is positive (      ).

If an object has more negative charges (      )
than positive charges (      ), its electrical
charge is negative (      ).

If an object has the same number of positive
(      ) and negative (      ) charges, it has no
electrical charge or is neutral.

Example:

Electrical charge:  positive charge

Count the positive and negative charges in each picture.  Write positive charge,
negative charge, or no charge on each line.

1.

electrical charge:

2.

electrical charge:

3.

electrical charge:

4.

electrical charge:

5.

electrical charge:

6.

electrical charge:

negative charge no charge

positive charge positive charge

no charge negative charge



 

Name: _______________________

Conductors and Insulators
   A conductor is a material that allows electricity to flow through it.

An insulator is a material that electricity cannot flow through.

To determine whether an object is a conductor or insulator, you can build a simple
circuit with a battery, light bulb, and three pieces of wire.

Touch the free ends of the wire to the object you are testing.  If the light bulb lights up, the 
object is made from a conductor.  if it does not, the object is made from an insulator.

Complete the table.  Predict whether each item is made from a material that is a conductor or 
insulator.  Then test each item to determine if it is made from a conductor or insulator.

Object Prediction: Conductor or Insulator? Result: Conductor or Insulator?

  rubber band

  penny

  nickel

  toothpick

  key

  paper clip

  brass paper fastener

 glass microscope slide

   (your choice)

   (your choice)

Super Teacher Worksheets   -    www.superteacherworksheets.com

http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/


Name:

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Series & Parallel Circuits

1.

type:

2.

type:

3.

type:

4.

type:

5.

type:

6.

type:

Tell whether each picture shows a series circuit or parallel circuit.

ANSWER KEY

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Series & Parallel Circuits

1.

type:

2.

type:

3.

type:

4.

type:

5.

type:

6.

type:

Tell whether each picture shows a series circuit or parallel circuit.

series circuit parallel circuit

parallel circuit series circuit

parallel circuit series circuit
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Series & Parallel Circuits

1.

type:

2.

type:

3.

type:

4.

type:

5.

type:

6.

type:

Tell whether each picture shows a series circuit or parallel circuit.

ANSWER KEY
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Series & Parallel Circuits

1.

type:

2.

type:

3.

type:

4.

type:

5.

type:

6.

type:

Tell whether each picture shows a series circuit or parallel circuit.

series circuit parallel circuit

parallel circuit series circuit

parallel circuit series circuit



 

Name: _______________________

Series and Parallel Circuits
   In a series circuit electricity has only one path to follow.  All parts are connected one after  
   another.  Electrons flow from the negative side of the battery around in a loop to the positive
   side.

   Draw arrows to show the path the electrons move in this series circuit.

   If a light bulb is missing or broken in a series circuit, will the other bulb light?  Explain.

   _________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________

   In a parallel circuit, electricity has more than one path to follow.  Electrons can follow different
   paths as they flow from the negative side of the battery to the positive side.

   Draw arrows to show the different paths electrons can travel in this parallel circuit.

   If a light bulb is missing or broken in a parallel circuit, will the other bulb light?  Explain.

   _________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Super Teacher Worksheets   -    www.superteacherworksheets.com

http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/


 

ANSWER KEY
Series and Parallel Circuits

   In a series circuit electricity has only one path to follow.  All parts are connected one after  
   another.  Electrons flow from the negative side of the battery around in a loop to the positive
   side.

   Draw arrows to show the path the electrons move in this series circuit.

   If a light bulb is missing or broken in a series circuit, will the other bulb light?  Explain.

   No because the path the electricity needs to follow is broken.

   In a parallel circuit, electricity has more than one path to follow.  Electrons can follow different
   paths as they flow from the negative side of the battery to the positive side.

   Draw arrows to show the different paths electrons can travel in this parallel circuit.

   If a light bulb is missing or broken in a parallel circuit, will the other bulb light?  Explain.

   Yes because the electricity can travel along a different path and avoid the broken bulb.

Super Teacher Worksheets   -    www.superteacherworksheets.com

http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/


Name: ____________________________________

Electricity
Choose the best answer for each question.  Write the letter on the line.

__________   1.    What supplies energy in an electric circuit?
a.  a conductor b.  light bulb
c.  a wire d.  a battery

__________   2.    Which material is a conductor?
a.  plastic b.  silver
c.  glass d.  wood

         Circuit A
__________   3.    Which type of circuit is Circuit A?

a.  series b.  parallel
c.  perpendicular d.  current

      

__________   4.    Which item is a resistor in Circuit B?
a.  light bulb b.  wire         Circuit B
c.  battery d.  screws

__________   5.    Why did the person who made Circuit A probably connect the wires to a penny?
a.  They needed to use a penny to make the bulb light.
b.  They were testing to see if the penny conducts electricity.
c.  They used the penny to supply extra power.
d.  The penny will prevent sparks.

__________   6.    Which of these could be used as a resistor in a circuit?
a.   a pencil
b.  a gas engine
c.  a rubber eraser
d.  an electric motor

Super Teacher Worksheets   -    www.superteacherworksheets.com
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ANSWER KEY

Electricity
Choose the best answer for each question.  Write the letter on the line.

d   1.    What supplies energy in an electric circuit?  
a.  a conductor b.  light bulb
c.  a wire d.  a battery

b   2.    Which material is a conductor?  
a.  plastic b.  silver
c.  glass d.  wood

       Circuit A
a   3.    Which type of circuit is Circuit A?

a.  series b.  parallel
c.  perpendicular d.  current

      

a   4.    Which item is a resistor in Circuit B?
a.  light bulb b.  wire         Circuit B
c.  battery d.  screws

b   5.    Why did the person who made Circuit A probably connect the wires to a penny?
a.  They needed to use a penny to make the bulb light.
b.  They were testing to see if the penny conducts electricity.
c.  They used the penny to supply extra power.
d.  The penny will prevent sparks.

d   6.    Which of these could be used as a resistor in a circuit?
a.   a pencil
b.  a gas engine
c.  a rubber eraser
d.  an electric motor

Super Teacher Worksheets   -    www.superteacherworksheets.com
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