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0 President’s Message

I hope everyone has had
and continues to have a great
winter season! Seems that ev-
eryone that | have seen or talk
to has been extremely busy.
Margins have been good and
prices have remained stable,
unlike last year!

Now that we are at the
tail end of winter, | hope you
are all thinking about train-
ing. Don’t forget that APGA has some great training
classes scheduled for the upcoming year, and it is time
to start signing up for these. Also, don’t forget to mark
your calendars for the upcoming Driver/Service Personnel
Conference planned for May 12-13, 2015 in Birmingham,
AL. This should be a fun, educational event, and | hope to
see you all there.

Debbie Cannon

A

(MTankCo)

SUPPLY, LLC

MEGR-1222

MEGR-1622H

Your FULL LINE equipment distributor is now offering

Our next board meeting will be held on March 17, 2015
at the APGA office in Prattville. We will be discussing
and voting on a location for our joint convention with
Louisiana in 2016, and we need all of your input, so please
try to attend. Committee meetings will be held prior to the
board meeting starting with Safety & Education at 9:30,
Governmental Affairs at 11:00, and Convention Commit-
tee at 12:30 following lunch. The board meeting will start
at 1:45.

I hope to see you all at the March meeting, until then
Happy Valentine’s Day and Happy Mardi Gras!

Laissez les bon temps roulez! <

MTankCo Supply, LLC

7074 302 Industrial Dr. | Southaven, MS 38671
ph 800.235.3528 | fax 662.349.1346
MTankCo.com | sales@mtankco.com

* ZERO failures with over
500,000 cycles or 30 years of
use throughout all seasons

* Field tested across all regions

MEGR-1232 of the USA

* Extensive UL testing to UL144/
uL144C

* KEY FEATURES: Stainless steel
internal components, molded
lip fabric reinforced diaphragms,
powder coat finish, GLT Viton
seats, Peel-N-Stick leak check
label, exclusive Tri-Tap two-stage
pressure port system, plus
much more!

MEC &EXcela-~Io Regulators.
L S N—
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O LP Gas Board

Comments &
Reviews

The Alabama LP-Gas Board held its regular quarterly
meeting on January 08, 2015. The board elected annual of-
ficers with Wayne Caylor of South Alabama Gas continu-
ing to serve as Chairman and Robert Reed of the Public
Service Commission as Vice-Chairman. Chairman Caylor
recognized Benny Gay who was reappointed by Governor
Bentley to serve a second term as board member represent-
ing southeastern Alabama. Mr. Gay’s term will expire on
November 28, 2020.

Rules and Regulation Committee Chairman Scott Lyba-
rger provided the board with an update on the committee’s
efforts in developing training standards for industry em-
ployees within the state. It is expected that the committee
will be bringing a recommendation to the board in the near
future. Any changes must be adopted in accordance with
the Alabama Administrative Procedure Act which will
provide opportunity for all stakeholders to contribute to the
process.

The board also considered fines and settlement agree-
ments for various code violations over the past three years.
Using data from fine amounts in settlement agreements
processed during the previous three years, the board ap-
proved a schedule of “preapproved” settlement amounts
for common code violations. These preapproved settlement
amounts shall serve as fines in future settlement agree-
ments for first offenders of the stated offenses. The preap-
proved amounts may be viewed on the board’s website.
The board approved the following per-

mits: e

SOUTHEAST LP ‘ZZ’ZL‘?\[?(_ INSPECTIONS, Iﬂ\[C

« Class A Permit Greendale Holdings
Ltd. Dba Chiles Propane Gas LLC /
Pulaski, TN |

e Class C Permit Charles P. Deitzdba i
Mountain Top Plumbing / Ft. Payne :

* Class C Permit Falkner Plumbing ﬁ
Services LLC / Birmingham :

* Class C Permit Lone Rider LLC dba !
Bama RV / Dothan w

« Class C Permit Prattville Auto & :
RV Repair Center / Prattville :

« Class F Permit Ace Hardware of f
Stevenson / Stevenson

¢ Class F Permit AP & H dba Auto

fNezw Bobtails Major & Minor Repairs Base Engineering Shutdown
. . Refurbished Bobtails Brakes ights:
Parts of Orrville / Orrville Hidstatic Yesting i Betts Vapor Proof Lights:

¢ Class F Permit Brookwood Home &
Auto Inc. / Brookwood

« Class F Permit Cullman Camp-
ground / Cullman

Decals
Mud Flaps

We do Bobtails from front bumper to rear.

Annual VK Inspections
Annual DOT Inspections

Aluminum Diamond Plated Meter

by Mark Nelson, Administrator

* Class F Permit Greensboro Farmers’ Co-Op / Greens-
boro

* Class F Permit H T General Merchandise / Florence

* Class F Permit Lone Rider LLC dba Bama RV / Do-
than
e Class F Permit Pelham Campgrounds dba Birmingham
South Campgrounds / Pelham

* Class F Permit Rentals of Marshall County / Albert-
ville

* Class F Permit Sugar Sands RV Resort / Gulf Shores

* Class F Permit Whats Curb Market / Alexander City

* Class F-1 Permit Airgas USA, LLC / Bessemer

* Class F-1 Permit Airgas USA, LLC / Decatur

* Class F-1 Permit Airgas USA, LLC / Dothan

* Class F-1 Permit Airgas USA, LLC / Montgomery

* Class F-1 Permit Airgas USA, LLC / Opelika

* Class F-1 Permit Atlas Welding Supply Co., Inc./
Birmingham

* Class F-1 Permit Sexton Welding Supply Co, Inc. /
Huntsville

The next regular quarterly meeting of the Alabama LP-
Gas Board will be April 9, 2015, 10:00 a.m., at the AUM
Center for Lifelong Learning, 75 TechnaCenter Drive,
Montgomery, AL 36117. Check our website at www.Ipgb.
alabama.gov for a map with driving directions. You are

invited and encouraged to attend. <

40 Industry Drive [} Boaz, AL 35956
(256) 593-2420 or 1-800-757-6639
Fax: (256)593-2460 Email: lptrucks256@A0L .com

FREE ESTIMATES

Repair - Rechassis
Complete New Units

Complete Stock of Lights, Lens, & Accessories
Chelsea PTO & Equipment:
Power Take Offs, Drive Shafts, & Accessories
Top Opening Boxes
Pipe Fittings
Chock Blocks

Tune-Ups
Carburetion
Engine
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0 Executive Director’s Message

Propane Industry Impact on U.S. and State Economies

Lisa Hill

The propane industry is an important contributor to the U.S. economy. In 2012, propane could be
found in nearly 50 million American households where it is used for primary or secondary space heating,
cooking, clothes drying, or grilling. 5.5 million homes rely on propane as their primary heating fuel. The
propane industry also delivered energy to more than 800 thousand commercial customers, 200 thousand
agricultural customers, and 200 thousand industrial customers, and provided fuel for about 140 thousand
vehicles, all of which contribute to U.S. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and employment.

The Propane Education and Research Council (PERC) retained ICF International (ICF) develop
a study examining the propane industry’s impact on U.S. and State economies. PERC, the National
Propane Gas Association (NPGA), and ICF worked together to develop the study. ICF’s analysis evalu-
ates the GDP contribution of each segment of the propane industry at both the national and state levels.

An added emphasis in this value chain analysis is the disaggregation of domestic, North American, and

imported sources in the value and volume of odorized propane.

This value chain analysis calculates the value added, employment, and wages for 2012 — the latest year for which the full set of

input data required for this study is available. **

3.3

Odorized Propane’s Impact on Alabama Economy

2012 Odorized Propane Sales Breakout 2012 Contribution to State Econom

(Gallons) (% of State)
Residential 44,317,000 46.6%
Commercial 22,441,000 23.6%
Cylinder 1,694,000 1.8%
Internal Combustion 7,590,000 8.0%
Industrial 8,197,000 8.6%
Agricultural 10,776,000 11.3%
Total Alabama Odorized Propane )
Demand 95,015,000 100.0%
Total Propane-Heated Households 134,114
Propane Share of Alabama Home Heating 7.27%

2012 Employment

Production
Transportation, Storage, and Wholesale
Retail

Direct Alabama Employment Related to Odorized
Propane

2012 Odorized Propane Production

157
24
964

1,145

(% of U.S.
(Gallons) Total)
Refineries 11,036,000 0.56%
Gas Processing Plants 41,337,000 0.81%
Total Alabama Odorized Propane 52,373,000 0.74%

Production
PAGE 6

ALABAMA PROPANE GAS ASSOCIATION

($1,000)
Total Market Value of Odorized Propane
Sold in Alabama ($1,000) $179,484
Supply $53,371
Transportation, Storage, and Wholesale $5,925
Retail $78,671
Total Direct Value Added in Alabama $137,967
Indirect and Induced $312,963
Total Odorized Propane Industry $450.930

Contribution to Alabama GDP

2012 Labor Income

($1,000)
Production $16,857
Transportation, Storage, and Wholesale $1,790
Retail $32,029

Direct Labor Income in Alabama Odorized

$50,676
Propane Industry
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0 Safety & Education

After reading recent news reports and PERC articles
with headlines including “Two hospitalized from carbon
monoxide poisoning,” “One hundred evacuated after car-
bon monoxide is indicated,” and “Thirty people exposed
to carbon monoxide poisoning,” | thought it would be a
good time to review this safety concern. Carbon monox-
ide poisoning causes more than four hundred (400) deaths
and twenty thousand (20,000) emergency room visits an-
nually nationwide.

Two-thirds of all non-fire related carbon monoxide
deaths in the U.S. take place during the four coldest
months of the year: November, December, January and
February. Increased use of home furnaces and portable
heaters during these months and portable gas generators
during power outages contributes to carbon monoxide
poisoning.

The question is, how do we reduce the danger? The
best way to address the danger is prevention through the
installation of carbon monoxide detectors. Carbon mon-
oxide detectors should be required in all homes, residenc-
es and public buildings because of the potential danger
and the low cost of installing them. Because of today’s
improved technology, detectors are less likely to signal a
false alarm.

According to Michigan State University Extension,
some other ways to reduce potential exposure to carbon
monoxide are:

» Make sure appliances are installed and operating ac-
cording to manufacturer’s instructions.

e Check to insure all fuel burning appliances and heat-
ing equipment are properly maintained and vented and
vents are clear.

» Never operate a portable generator or other gas-pow-
ered equipment in any enclosed structure-including a
basement, garage or shed.

» Never leave a car running in the garage even when
the garage door is open.

* Never use gas appliances, such as ranges, dryers, or
ovens, to heat your home.

« Do not cover the bottom of a gas or propane oven
with aluminum foil. This will block the combustion air
flow and produce carbon monoxide.

Remember! Carbon monoxide is the result of incom-
plete combustion. Because it is odorless, colorless and
tasteless, it can be difficult to detect. Some propane
companies may handle carbon monoxide detection, while

MARCH/APRIL 2015
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others refer calls to the fire depart-
ment. If your company does address
these issues, you should be familiar
with these signs and symptoms:

* customer complains of chronic
headache or nausea, feeling off-bal-
ance and light-headed, or cold or
flu-like symptoms;

* houseplants are dying;

* there is a chronic odor and
the source or cause cannot be
detected or located (aldehydes);

* excessive water vapor forms on cold surfaces in the
house.

If your company handles these types of calls, you should
have appropriate monitoring equipment, be trained on how
to use it and treat these as priority calls. <+

Mike McGough

@ @
Rinnai.
Vent-Free Fan Convector

provides the perfect supplemental heating solution
to most any hard-to-heat space.

|

FC824
8,000 - 22,000 Btu

FC510
5,600 - 10,000 Btu

Brings comfort and
warmth to every room

Bergql'jggs‘mt.t}sm

Your questions answered by the people who know propane equipment.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

MAL 120]100 2015

DRIVER/SERVICE PERSONNEL
CONFERENCE

SUUbfubd HODouo BobAndoodon

Tentative Agenda

ML 1201 2015
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Used LP Gas and
Fuel Hauler Bob Tails FOR SALE!

Contact Joey Johnson
for pictures and prices
i N . TODAY!
ALL ARE J— 662.254.9024 ext. 116
FLEET VEHICLES . .
joey@scottpetroleuminc.com

SCOTT PETROLEUM CORPORATION, INC. | 102 MAIN STREET | ITTA BENA, MISSISSIPPI 38941

SCOTT
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In Memory of Chuck Brandon - Former NPGA

Southeastern Regional Manager

Mr. Charles “Chuck” Lewis Brandon, age 76, of Ac-
worth, GA, passed away on December 28, 2014. A native
of Pontotoc, MS, Chuck was born on September 17, 1938,

from 1988 through 2000.
Chuck never met a stranger and could talk with any-
one on most any subject. Chuck gave many motivational

the son of the late William Charles and
Lorene Elizabeth Sneed Brandon. He was
a 1960 graduate of Mississippi College in
Clinton, MS. He was a lifetime Jaycee and
was a member of the Senator’s Crew.

Chuck began his career in the propane in-
dustry in November 1985 when he was hired
as the Regional Manager for the National
Propane Gas Association. In 1987, he took
over the management of the NPGA South-
eastern Convention and turned it into the premier propane
trade show in the industry. Chuck managed the show until
he retired from NPGA in 2006. Chuck also served as the
Executive Director of the SC Propane Gas Association

speeches to youth groups and spoke at numer-
ous prayer breakfasts both at churches and
industry meetings. He was a former member
and deacon of the Wildwood Baptist Church.
He also organized the 1st Special Olympics in
Tulsa, OK. Chuck was a true friend who will
be missed.

Chuck is survived by his loving and
devoted wife, Ruth McEarley Brandon; his
son, Charles Allen Brandon of Dallas, Ga;
his daughter, Bradlea Reibly of Woodstock, GA; and five
grandchildren, Charles Eason Brandon, Mayson Brandon,
Semmie Brandon, Brandon Reibly, and Sarah Reibly. «

Autogas Dispensing

; P
GAS EQUIPMENT COMPA

3 > 2
t;'r'f Far ﬁfau&.
Fusarvations, LLC

6‘; GASGUARRD

e

Do You Know What Is

Contact GEC to Schedule On-Site Training in
Cathodic Protection

Underground Tank
Anode Test Kit

Replacement Copper .
Sulfate Electrode [ % -

Cable Hound DSP
Pipe & Cable Locator

Underground Tank
Anode Test Kit

Atlanta GA
(800) 241-4155

Houston TX
(800) 334-7816

Little Rock AR
(800) 643-8222

((GAS EQUIPMENT C0.,INC.)
N

Dallas TX
(800) 821-1829

Indianapolis IN
(800) 241-1971

Orlando FL
(800) 821-0631

www.gasequipment.com

Richmond VA
(800) 368-4013

Fayetteville NC
(800) 447-1625

Kansas City MO
(800) 821-5062

St. Louis MO
(800) 423-4685

Debbie ..Cannan )
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Ohio Federal Court Dismisses Lawsuit

Against CSST Manufacturer

An Ohio federal court dismissed a class action lawsuit
against a manufacturer of corrugated stainless steel tubing
(CSST) on December 16, 2014. The Court handed down
its decision in Schoelwer v. Omega Flex, Inc. in a suit
brought by homeowner Joan Schoelwer. Among other
things, the Court found that Schoelwer’s claim was based
only on the possibility of an injury and was therefore, too
speculative for the case to proceed through the court sys-
tem.

TracPipe

Omega Flex was the manufacturer and distributor of
CSST pipe known by the trade brand name “TracPipe.”
As many readers are aware, CSST was developed as an
alternative to fixed black iron pipe. This case involves
TracPipe’s use in transporting natural gas, but TracPipe is
also used to transport propane. Several CSST advantages
have been promoted over the years, including the ease of
installation. However, the product is also known to be vul-

nerable to failure due to lightning strikes near or in the area
of a building or residence in which it is installed. Accord-
ingly, the product must be properly bonded and grounded
by the installer.

In October 1999, Omega Flex published a TracPipe
design and installation guide instructing installers to prop-
erly bond the pipe to the building’s electrical grounding
system. Two years later, Omega Flex learned that TracPipe
had not been properly bonded when it was installed in
some homes in Tennessee and that the TracPipe “had been
punctured by energy allegedly generated by an indirect
lightning strike near the homes,” which can lead to fires
or catastrophic loss. Omega Flex was aware of TracPipe’s
susceptibility to lightning strikes and also learned that its
installation instructions were not being uniformly followed
or enforced. This knowledge led to Omega Flex devel-
oping and introducing the product “CounterStrikel” in
2004, which also must be properly bonded when installed.

Omega Flex continued efforts to produce a

Connections
for America’s Energy

Inergy has a new name ... Crestwood ... and increased capabilities to
serve your propane supply needs. With assets in every premier shale
play across the U.S. - as well as a growing transportation fleet and long-
term agreements with producers - we offer you greater assurance of
propane supply and complete risk management services that increase
your profitability. For a propane supplier that is reliable, responsive

and timely in connecting propane supply with demand, we invite you to
connect with Crestwood.

s Crestwood

Connections for America's Energy™

Two Brush Creek Blvd., Suite 200 Kansas City, MO 64112 (888) 446.3749

Max Johnson
Regional Analyst
Southeast

max.johnson@crestwoodlp.com
D: (816) 329.5316

C: (913) 972.5721

Yahoo ID: maxjohnson1248

crestwoodlp.com/wholesale

CSST that could withstand damage from in-
direct lightning strikes. It officially removed
TracPipe from the market in 2011 when it
introduced a new product “CounterStrikell.”
Omega Flex stated in advertising and pro-
motional brochures that the TracPipe sold
prior to 2011 “is a safe product also, but it
has to be installed properly.”

Along these lines, the Schoelwer court
noted in its decision that in 2012 the Na-
tional Association of State Fire Marshals
started a “Yellow CSST Safety Campaign”
to raise the “public and local enforcement
authorities” awareness of the proper bonding
requirements for old-style ‘yellow’ CSST
(which includes TracPipe).” The Court also
noted that as “part of this national campaign,
many state and local fire marshals began is-
suing recommendations that installed CSST
systems be inspected for proper electrical
bonding.”

PAGE 10
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Schoelwer’s Claims

Schoelwer owned a home in Cincinnati in which
TracPipe was installed in 2007, although she did not iden-
tify the installer in her complaint. At some point in 2013,
she had a home inspector check to see if the TracPipe had
been properly bonded when installed. The inspector deter-
mined that it was not, and in March 2014 Schoelwer paid
$578 to have it properly grounded and bonded.

In her complaint against Omega Flex, Schoelwer brought
three claims: that TracPipe is defective in design and man-
ufacture; that Omega Flex breached its implied warranty
for the product; and that Omega Flex negligently failure to
warn consumers about its potential hazards, including the
need to inspect installed TracPipe and if necessary, have
it properly bonded. Notably, Schoelwer did not claim that
the TracPipe installed in her home had failed or caused any
damage.

Although Omega Flex manufactures and distributes
CSST, it does not sell CSST directly to consumers and it
does not install the pipe. However, in her lawsuit, Schoel-
wer claimed that Omega Flex had failed to acknowledge
the fact that many homes in Ohio have improperly bonded
TracPipe installations. Additionally, she noted that Omega
Flex changed its installation instructions several times
since TracPipe came on the market, but failed to inform
homeowners and consumers of the new instructions. She
also claimed that Omega Flex failed to train installers
about new National Fuel Gas Code (NFPA 54) require-
ments for “direct bonding of CSST to a building’s ground-
ing conductor.” Additionally, Schoelwer asserted that
although Omega Flex issued certification cards to installers
who completed an installer certification program, the cards
lacked expiration dates. The Court also noted Schoelwer’s
related assertion that because the cards lacked an expi-
ration date, installers who had not been trained on the
current Code and installation instructions could still show
their certification cards to a CSST distributor and purchase
CSST components.

Class Action

In addition to asserting her individual claim, Schoelwer
attempted to represent a class defined as “all persons or
entities in the state of Ohio who own a house, or other
structure, in which Omega Flex’s TracPipe is installed.”
On behalf of this class, Schoelwer sought to recover costs
to inspect and remedy faulty installations. She also sought
recovery of the alleged loss of the “benefit of the bargain”
(the alleged difference between the value of TracPipe as
originally warranted and the value of the pipe as actually
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installed), as well as an alleged diminution in the resale
value of her home and the homes of the other class mem-
bers.

Standing to Sue

The main battleground that led to this ruling is based on
the legal concept “standing to sue.” Standing to sue means
that the plaintiff must have suffered an actual injury in
order to maintain the lawsuit. Schoelwer originally sued
Omega Flex in July 2013, asserting that TracPipe must
be removed from all structures due to the danger it posed
from indirect lightning strikes. In that suit, Omega Flex
filed a motion to dismiss on several grounds, with the key
one being that Schoelwer lacked standing to sue because
she did not allege an actual injury in fact. As noted above,
Schoelwer made no claims that her TracPipe had failed or
caused any damage. Two days after a hearing on Omega
Flex’s motion to dismiss, Schoelwer voluntarily dismissed
her initial lawsuit.

After the dismissal, Schoelwer informed Omega Flex
that she was going to have her TracPipe properly bonded
and she invited Omega Flex to inspect the piping before
the work was started. Omega Flex did an inspection at its
own cost and found the TracPipe was improperly bonded.
Omega Flex offered to perform the repairs at its own ex-
pense, but Schoelwer declined and paid $578 for the work
to properly bond the TracPipe.

In May 2014, Schoelwer filed her new lawsuit suit.
Omega Flex again filed a motion to dismiss based on
Schoelwer’s lack of standing to pursue her claims. Omega
Flex argued that the fact that Schoelwer voluntarily paid
to have the TracPipe bonded in order to avoid speculative
harm that might not ever occur was not enough to estab-
lish that an injury in fact has occurred. Omega Flex also
contended that it does not install the TracPipe and any er-
rors as to installation would be the result of the installer’s
conduct alone. Additionally, Omega Flex asserted that the
fact Schoelwer declined Omega Flex’s offer of full relief,
equating to payment for the inspection and costs to correct
the improper bonding, before the filing of this lawsuit bars
her claim.

Court Ruling

In its ruling, the Court determined that Schoelwer’s com-
plaint did not plausibly allege that the TracPipe caused or
will cause an injury that is concrete, actual, and imminent.
It cited the very low risk of a lightning-induced failure,
and decisions from other courts rejecting similar lawsuits
involving CSST as follows:

(Continued on next page...)
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(...Continued from previous page)

“After considering the parties” arguments and the
authorities discussed, the Court concludes that Schoel-
wer has not alleged an injury in fact that is sufficient to
confer ... standing. She alleges that TracPipe is defective
because personal injury or property damage might occur
if stray lightning should strike near her home, and if an
electrical current is generated by the lightning, and if that
current should travel into her home, and if that current
should blow a hole in the TracPipe. In Hasley v. Ward
Mfg. ... the district court cited plaintiff’s allegation that
141 fires have been reported involving lightning strikes
and all brands of CSST piping, and that the number of
CSST installations in homes nationwide is over 5 million.
Schoelwer alleges that Omega Flex has 35% of the CSST
market, and that there are thousands if not tens of thou-
sands of TracPipe installations in Ohio alone. This alleged
risk of future injury is not sufficiently certain or imminent
to confer standing, as the reported cases involving similar
CSST claims have found.” (emphasis added)

In short, the Court rejected the notion that Schoelwer’s
payment of $578 to have her CSST properly bonded and
grounded constituted a sufficient injury to allow her law-
suit against Omega Flex to proceed. The Court stated the
costs are not fairly traceable to Omega Flex, but instead to

WORLD CLASS PERFORMANCE
FROM AMERICA’'S
INDUSTRY LEADER

PRODUCTS:

Transport Trailers

Bulk Storage Tanks
Bobtails

New & Used Equipment

SERVICES:
Refurbishing & Repairs
Blasting & Painting
5-Year Inspections
Annual Inspections
Stress Relieving

Parts

ance Programs & Lease Options Available
* Call or E-Mail for Pricing & Delivery

MISSISSIPPI
TANK COMPANY

Ph: 800-331-8265 ext. 224 Fax: 601-264-07¢
nk.com
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the installer of the CSST. As to Schoelwer’s allegation that
she did not receive the benefit of the bargain, the Court
noted Schoelwer’s claim fails because her complaint did
not include any assertions that she bought the TracPipe
from Omega Flex, or paid Omega Flex to install it, or

had any direct dealings with Omega Flex. Additionally,
Schoelwer did not claim the product failed to perform its
intended use of delivering fuel to the gas-fueled appli-
ances in her home. The Court reasoned that “unless a stray
lightning strike should generate sufficient electrical current
that might travel into Schoelwer’s home, the product is
performing its intended function.”

The Court also rejected Schoelwer’s claim that the
improperly bonded TracPipe caused a diminution in the
resale value of her home as entirely speculative. The Court
noted Schoelwer did not assert she had put her house on
the market and discovered the home had lost value due
to the TracPipe in use and further noted that in fact, the
TracPipe was now properly bonded and had been since
before Schoelwer filed her complaint.

* * *

This decision marks another legal victory for CSST
manufacturers. However, lawsuits over CSST will con-
tinue, especially where the suits allege an actual failure of
the pipe. At this point, no appeal had been filed in Schoel-
wer v. Omega Flex, but an appeal in this type of lawsuit
would not be unusual. What we can glean from this case
at a minimum, is that decisions like this will tend to focus
the litigation on CSST installers or those who directly sell
CSST to consumers.

* * *

On another note, let me take this opportunity to acknowl-
edge my former law partner, Mark Krause, a longtime con-
tributor to this publication who retired at the end of 2014.
Mark’s most recent article for this publication provided his
insights on the propane industry’s risk management efforts
over the years, based on his 25 years of providing legal
representation to companies in the industry. If you haven’t
had a chance to review Mark’s December 2014 article, you
may want to carve out a few minutes to do so. It’s a good
read. | had the privilege of working with Mark on legal
issues analysis for the propane industry for a number of
years. We will miss Mark, but wish him all the best and
much happiness as he begins this new chapter in his life.
Happy New Year! All the best to you, your companies

and the propane industry overall in 2015. «

[Kathryn A. “Katy” Regier is a shareholder in the law firm of Schlee,
Huber, McMullen, & Krause, P.C. with offices in Kansas City, MO.
Katy can be reached at kregier@schleehuber.com]
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APGA Membership as of 2/26/2015

DEALER COMPANIES UPPLIER COMPANIES

AG Propane Accurate Meter Service
Allgas ADCO/Energistics
Amerigas/Heritage AlaCOMP
Apex Gas & Appliance Alliance Collection Service
Area Propane Bergquist
Automatic Gas & Appliance Co. Best Insurance
Automatic Gas of Eufaula BP Products North America
Blossman Gas Cenex Propane
Butane Propane Gas Co. Crestwood Services LP
CDNAG Dealers LP Equipment
Central Propane ELTM, LP
Chiles Propane Gas Empire Comfort Systems
Chilton Propane Enterprise Products
Clark Gas FAS Systems, Inc.
Coosa Valley Propane Gamble Marketing
Economy Gas Service Gardner Marsh
Edge’s Gas Gas Equipment Co.
Ferrellgas Gooch Trucking
Gala Gas Johnstone Supply
Gas, Inc. J. Smith Lanier & Co.
Green’s Propane Leran Gas Products
Hall’s Propane Linscot Enterprises
Holston Gas L&L Transportation
Local LP Gas Martin Gas Sales
Local Peoples Gas Meterite
Marengo Propane Mississippi Tank Co.
Mid-South Propane MTankCo.
Mor-Gas NGL Supply Wholesale Inc.
Parden LP Gas Plains Marketing
River City Propane Precision Sales & Service
Robinson Propane Propane Resources
South Alabama Gas Rinnai
Stockton Gas Rutherford Equipment
Suburban Propane Scarbary’s Propane Repair
Sungas Southeast LP Tank Inspection
Superior Calhoun Gas Southern Pipe & Supply
Superior Gas Suburban Software
Thompson Gas Tarantin Industries
Vaughan Gas & Appliance Targa Resources
Wan-Bon Gas Trinity Containers

Tri-State Distributors
WhiteRiver Distributors
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Alabama Propane Gas Association
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM GUIDELINES

SECTION A Selection Committee — The APGA

Scholarships, hereinafter referred to as “scholarship”, shall

be chosen by a committee consisting of:

1) State Director to NPGA, Chairman

2) Safety & Education Committee Chair

3) Four District Directors

4) President of APGA

5) Immediate Past President - non-voting except in case
of tie.

*Any Scholarship Committee member whose child is an

applicant shall not be eligible to vote.

*Any Scholarship Committee member whose employee’s

child is an applicant shall not be eligible to vote.

eIneligible members will be replaced by appointees made

by the executive director.

*The Committee shall make a selection no later than May

20th. Prior to May 20th, applications shall be screened to

assure that all eligibility requirements have been met.

*The Committee will make no selection without a mini-

mum of five committee members voting.

SECTION B Application — Applications for the schol-
arships shall be submitted to the APGA Executive Direc-
tor. APGA will accept NPGA Scholarship Applications.
Applicants should request NPGA forward the application
and documents to APGA for consideration. The Execu-
tive Director will distribute blind copies to each Scholar-
ship Committee member.

SECTION C  Eligibility — Application for the scholar-
ships shall be limited to:

«Children whose father or mother are employees but non-
officers of a company in good standing in APGA and who
are currently working in sales, deliveries, service, manu-
facturing and/or administration in the propane industry
and who have also been employed no less than one year in
the industry prior to application.

eFull-time employees (30 hours or more per week) who
are non-officers of a company in good standing in APGA
and who are currently working in sales, deliveries, service,
manufacturing and/or administration in the propane in-
dustry and who have also been employed no less than one
year in the industry prior to application.

*The applicant must be a high school senior or high school
graduate who is planning or is attending college or a
technical school. Transcripts for two previous years (either
high school, college or a combination of both) and SAT/
ACT scores must be attached to each application.

SECTION D  Deadline — Applications must be post-
marked no later than May 1st. If no eligible candidate has
applied, the scholarships will not be awarded.
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SECTION E  Granting Scholarships — The scholar-
ships will be awarded in the amount of three thousand
five hundred dollars ($3,500) per year, for one year only.
Applicants may re-apply for the scholarship, but only two
recipients will be selected each year. The scholarships
will be paid in equal amounts each quarter, or semester,
according to school requirements. It will be paid to the
recipients and the schools of their choice after receiving
proof of acceptance and registration. Applicants must
maintain an overall grade point average of 3.0, B, or 86,
and must submit transcript each quarter/semester to the
Association.

SECTION F  Funding the Scholarships — Monies col-
lected for the scholarships shall be held in an interest bear-
ing account overseen by the APGA Board of Directors.
All contributions for the scholarship shall be made to the
APGA Scholarship Fund. Billing for Auction purchases
or other fund-raising activities shall show “contribution to
APGA Scholarship Fund”.

The APGA Scholarship Fund is intended to be self-sup-
porting. However, if all other sources of income should
fail to provide the annual monies needed, the balance shall
be taken from the APGA General Fund.

SECTION G  Additional Eligibility — To be eligible
for the Alabama Propane Gas Association scholarship,
an applicant must submit the following credentials to the
Scholarship Committee by the May 1st deadline:

1) An application for the scholarship.

2) Transcripts for the last two years.

3) Two letters of recommendations: one may be a friend
of the family, employer, or person in the community and
the other must be a current or former faculty member.

4) Statement of Purpose: a letter from the applicant stat-
ing why they are seeking a scholarship, what their plans
are for a future career, and what their financial need is.
5) List of Activities and Honors

6) Enrollment Certification from college or university or
letter where applicant has been accepted.

SECTION H  Point System — The applicant will be
judged by the point system as follows: 60 points for
Scholarship Application

1) 10 Points - Honors Received

2) 10 Points - Activities

3) 10 Points - SAT/ACT Scores

4) 10 Points - Statement of Purpose

5) 10 Points - Letters of Recommendation
6) 10 Points - Financial Need
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APPLICATION FOR APGA SCHOLARSHIP

NAME:
ADDRESS: C/SIZ.:
DAYTIME PHONE #: (___) EVENING PHONE #: (__)
DATE OF BIRTH: DATE OF H.S. GRADUATION:
MONTH/DAY/YEAR MONTH/YEAR
HIGH SCHOOL:
NAME CITY STATE
GPA (GRADES 9-12): HIGHEST ACT SCORE: SAT SCORE:

COLLEGE ATTENDING/PLANNING TO ATTEND:

HAVE YOU BEEN ACCEPTED: ___YES __NO
MAJOR: MINOR:
HAVE YOU MADE APPLICATIONS FOR OTHER GRANTS OR SCHOLARSHIPS: __ _YES __ NO

*IFYES AND YOU HAVE BEEN AWARDED A GRANT OR SCHOLARSHIP, PLEASE LIST ON A
SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER THE NAME OF THE SCHOLARSHIP(S) AND THE AMOUNT(S).

IF SELECTED, YOU MUST FURNISH A COPY OF YOUR TRANSCRIPT TO APGA QUARTERLY.

*PLEASE LIST SIGNIFICANT HONORS AND/OR ACHIEVEMENTS YOU HAVE RECEIVED OR MADE
ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER. ALSO, INCLUDE ANY ACTIVITIES YOU ARE INVOLVED IN.

NAME OF FATHER OR MOTHER EMPLOYED IN THE PROPANE INDUSTRY:

EMPLOYED BY: CITY:

POSITION HELD: LENGTH OF EMPLOYMENT:

DAYTIME PHONE #: (___) EVENING PHONE #: (__)

TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME: ___ $0-19,999 ___ $60,000-79,999
___ $20,000-39,999 __ $80,000-99,999
___ $40,000-59,999 ___$100,000 or more

Attachments: See Section G of the Scholarship Program Guidelines for additional requirements.

Deadline: Applications must be postmarked no later than May 1st. If no eligible candidates have applied, the
scholarships will not be awarded.

Applicant’s Signature:

Please remit Application and Documents to:
APGA Executive Director, 173 Medical Center Drive, Prattville, AL 36066
Telephone:334-358-9590 Fax:334-358-9520 Email: info@alabamapropane.com
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ENROLLMENT CERTIFICATION
TO: ADMISSIONS OFFICER
I am seeking scholarship assistance from the Alabama Propane Gas Association. The deadline for receiving
applications is May 1st. All applications must be in the Association office by the deadline and must be accom-
panied by an enrollment certification. Please complete the information below and return to me as soon as | have
been accepted.

Signed

(Scholarship Applicant)
TO:  Alabama Propane Gas Association Scholarship Committee

1. This is to certify that has been accepted for enrollment in
(Scholarship Applicant)

(Name of Course)
2. We understand that a scholarship grant is only payable to the School for credit to the student’s

account. Make scholarship checks payable to:

(School)

(Department) (Signed)
(Street or P.O. Box) (Title)
(City, State, Zip Code) (Date)

TO:  Applicant

The Scholarship Committee does not review requests for assistance until verification is received that the ap-
plicant has been accepted for enrollment. Be sure to have this form completed by the Admissions Officer, and
forward along with your application form or forward a copy of your letter of acceptance with your application
form.
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6 Dates To Remember 6 Advertisers

March
24

26
April
7

8

9
11-13
15

16

21-23
27
28
29
30

Athens, GA  Augusta, GA Collins, MS Gainesville, GA Greenville, SC Montgomery, AL
877-549-8009 866-736-4560 866-391-5535 800-886-1232 877-549-8009

Basics of NFPA 54 Code Applications - Cullman
Basics of NFPA 54 Code Applications - Prattville

Hazardous Materials/Security Awareness-New Hires
- Prattville

Hazardous Materials/Security Awareness/Service
Refresher - Prattville

Alabama LP Gas Board Meeting - Montgomery
Southeastern Convention & Expo - Atlanta, GA
Hazardous Materials/Security Awareness-New Hires
- Cullman

Hazardous Materials/Security Awareness/Bobtail
Refresher - Cullman

Basic Principles & Practices - Prattville

Dispensing Propane Safely - Cullman

Dispensing Propane Safely - Gadsden

Dispensing Propane Safely - Prattville

Dispensing Propane Safely - Enterprise

Fire Safety Analysis/Maintenance & Operations Manual
Training - Cullman

Fire Safety Analysis/Maintenance & Operations Manual
Training - Prattville

Driver/Service Personnel Conference - Birmingham
CSR Training - TBA

CSR Training - TBA

CSR Training - TBA

APGA Office Closed

WATER HEATERS

Available in
different sizes,
LP and Natural.

Call Today!

i |

— ~
» e —)
I\l'.i. m

Fireplaces, Logs, Heaters, Stoves, Grills, Water Heaters, Parts And So Much More...

GAS LOGS

Alabama Propane Gas Association..........ccc.ceceee..... 2
BErgQUIST ....eeviieeeiiiiiieie e 7
CreStWOOd ......coovviiieiiiieie e 10
Dealers LP EQUIPMENt........cuvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnns 24
Gardner Marsh ... 23
Gas EqQUIPMENt CO. .....vvviiiiiieeiiiieeeee e 9
MissSiSSIPPi TaNK CO. ...evvveeeiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 12
MTanKCoO SUPPIY ...t 4
SCOtt PetroleUm ........occvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiec e 8
Southeast LP Tank InSpections ..........ccccceeeeecennnnnns 5
=0 - U 15
Tri-State DiStribDUtOrs. ..........evvvviieeeiiiiieeeeeee e 22

KOSAN REGULATORS

e BEST Regulator on the market!
e Various Sizes and Stages available

Ocala, FL Royston, GA
800-221-7902 800-476-0172 800-476-6164

DON'T PAY FREIGHT WHEN YOU CAN HAVE IT DELIVERED ON THE TRI-STATE DELIVERY TRUCK!
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From Brass to Bobtails .. ..
Delivering Quality, Service & Dependability
Gardner Marsh Gas Equipment Co., Inc.

Raleigh, North Carolina & Florence, South Carolina
Toll Free: (Nc) 800-334-9245 (sc) 800-868-8988
www.gardnermarsh.com

Rinnai

Propane Trucks & Tanks, Inc.

Apex, North Carolina & Florence, South Carolina
Toll Free: 888-362-5150
pharris@gardnermarsh.com
www.propanetrucksandtanks.com

Propane Bobtails (New & Re-chassis) \
Cylinder Exchange Trucks

Service & Crane Trucks

Bobtail and Transport Repairs and
Service

Required MC-331/DOT Tank &
Equipment Inspections

Meter Proving/Calibration

Technical Support

Blasting and Painting

Large Inventory of Parts for Repair or

Ordering. /

/VVVV Y VVV\'«)




ALABAMA PROPANE GAS ASSOCIATION

173 Medical Center Drive PreLsJogteg Sttandard
- .S. Postage
Prattville, AL 36066 AID
Permit No. 456

Montgomery, AL

March/April 2015

E DEALERS LP EQUIPMENT

An Affiliate of R.E. Michel Company

P WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS

Your SINGLE SOURCE for

S

£ AigasSDl.  sracroro whiTe
= CORKEN EMPIRE

SINCE 1932

THE NEW

SPHOENIX

GRILL
Rinmnai
and many, many more!

Stop in and see usl!

1405 Sinnett Avenue » Dothan, Alabama 36303
800-433-8925

www.dealerslp.com | www.remichel.com _




