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E D U C A T I O N  F O R  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

Chicken For Dinner, painting by Clara McDonald Williamson (1875-1976) c o u r t e s y : v a l l e y  h o u s e  g a l l e r y  a n d  s c u l p t u r e  g a r d e n

W  E L C  O

EA R L IE R  T H IS  Y E A R  Fritjof Capra suggested that 
Resurgence publish a special issue on ‘ecoliteracy’, a 
term coined by David Orr in his book Ecological 
Literacy: Education and Transition to a Postmodern World. 

Fritjof and Peter Buckley, together with their colleagues, 
took up the term and established the Center for 
Ecoliteracy in the San Francisco Bay Area, California, 
which inspired a number of schools to experiment with 
the practice o f eco-centred education. The Center 
supported these schools financially, intellectually and 
practically. Now the Center has become a success story 
and we are delighted to cover the manifestation of their 
vision in this issue; thanks to Michael Stone guest- 
editing the ecoliteracy section.

In addition, we have invited a number o f British 
educationalists to write about the meaning and practice 
o f environmental and holistic education, among them 
David Selby, Lindsay Clarke, Alan Dyer and Mary Tasker.

1 have been involved in education for a long time. 1 
worked in a Gandhian school where children cultivated 
the land, learned crafts, and developed their spiritual 
qualities.

In that vision o f education, learning and livelihood 
are complementary. Gandhi argued that there is a 
fundamental difference between livelihood and living 
standard: the first relates to human need, and the second 
to human greed. Livelihood is about quality of life; living 
standard is about quantity o f material possessions. 
Through livelihood we find fulfilment of spiritual as well

M E
as physical needs, leading to a life o f harmony, peace and 
true freedom, whereas in pursuit o f higher living 
standards we become victims of unquenchable desires, 
leading to the loss o f social and ecological cohesion.

Education aimed solely at raising living standards 
relates to concepts o f employment, jobs and careers 
based on individualism and personal success. Education 
for livelihood is just the opposite. It is about relation­
ships, mutuality, reciprocity, community, coherence, 
wholeness and ecology. The pursuit o f livelihood enables 
us to discover our true calling, our vocation, leading to 
self-realisation, social equity and spiritual wisdom. The  
Buddha called it Right Livelihood. Education for 
sustainability needs to be based on this principle.

For a hopeful future o f humanity and of the Earth we 
need an urgent renewal o f education. Most schools and 
universities are dominated by materialist and con- 
sumerist goals. They have taken on the mission of 
literacy instead o f meaning, information instead of 
transformation, and training instead o f learning. 
Modern-day educators have become servants o f the 
economy and they are oblivious to the catastrophic 
consequences for people and the planet.

It is my hope that this vision o f ecoliteracy will draw 
the attention o f mainstream educators and inspire them 
to make education relevant to the Age o f Ecology.

‘Education as usual’ is no longer an option. •

SATISH KUMAR
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The River of Life, Amy Williams, aged 13, from River o f Words
(Heyday Books, 2003)
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E C O L I T E R A C Y :  Z E N O B I A  B A R L O W

CONFLUENCE OF STREAMS
An introduction to the ground-breaking work o f  the Center for Ecoliteracy.

W H A T  C O M P E T E N C IE S  
of heart and mind do 
we need to nurture in 
children, to prepare 

them to participate fully as members 
o f sustainable com m unities? How  
can schools becom e meaningfully  
engaged in the critical issues o f food 
systems, watersheds, energy, shelter, 
and environmental and social jus­
tice? These questions have captured 
the attention o f the Center for Eco­
literacy (CEL) for a decade. The  
practices that have emerged out o f  
our process o f discovery, which we 
call ‘Education for Sustainable Pat­
terns o f Living’ , are chronicled here 
and in the six articles that follow.

First, we have discovered that 
there is no one-size-fits-all ‘sustain­
ability curriculum ’ . W hen people  
inquire about curriculum, what they 
envision is a binder o f lessons, but 
‘curriculum’ itself deserves a broader, 
more holistic definition. A  team of  
educators from Yap, a South Pacific 
atoll, once visited the Center. Recog­
nising in our work their own insights 
about the transformation of education 
brought tears to their eyes. As a part­
ing gift, they left a poster proclaiming 
“Curriculum Is Anywhere Learning 
Occurs.” We concur wholeheartedly 
with this succinct definition.

As we reflect on our decade of fos­
tering ecological literacy, we can map 
sources o f our vision for education for 
sustainability. Just as our work lies 
geographically at the confluence of 
the Pacific Ocean and the San Fran­
cisco Bay, our practice is situated con­
ceptually at the confluence o f four 
powerful streams: the theory of living 
systems, the wisdom o f indigenous 
people, systemic school reform, and 
place-based pedagogy, all o f which 
embody a perceptual shift to an eco­
logical or systemic understanding.

In India the confluence of flowing 
streams has been recognised since 
ancient times as a place o f great 
power and mystery in the landscape. 
Such a confluence, sangarn in Sanskrit,

The garden at Park School, Mill Valley, 
California offers inspiration to a young 
poet in the River of Words programme

P H O T O G R A P H : JA M E S T Y L E R /B R IG H T  M O M E N TS!

implies another stream —  a mystical 
river that runs beneath. In the work 
o f the Center for Ecoliteracy, this 
deeper stream is spiritual, in the 
sense that the work evokes reverence. 
To us, profound respect for the mys­
tery of life, the intricacy of the web of 
life, and our intimacy with it are 
essential dimensions of education.

The Theory o f Living Systems. In
his article, system s theorist and  
author Fritjof Capra, a c e l  founding 
director, characterises systems theory 
as a scientific framework requiring a 
perceptual shift to a new way o f  
thinking based on relationships, con­

text, and connectedness. C E L  was 
founded to apply this systems per­
spective to primary and secondary 
education. Author, educator, and c e l  
director David O rr exten ds this 
vision to higher education. Michael 
Stone illustrates the Center’s applica­
tion o f a systemic framework in its 
food systems work.

The W isdom  of Indigenous People.
This ‘new way’ o f thinking, o f per­
ceiving the world in terms of context 
and connectedness, is also ancient 
wisdom. Indigenous peoples have 
sustained themselves over time in 
communities understood to include 
humans, other living beings, and the 
lan d . J e a n n e tte  A r m s tr o n g , an 
Okanagan wisdom keeper, artist and 
activist from British Columbia, who 
has been recognised for her leader­
ship am ong indigenous com m uni­
ties, has guided the Center in its 
work, helping us to understand how 
ways o f educating that were once 
seamlessly integrated into the life of 
a community must now be conscious­
ly reinvigorated, even in her own 
place, and to an even greater degree 
in industrialised and highly mobile 
societies. In sustainable com m uni­
ties, the engagem ent o f  the total 
com m u n ity  is u n d erstood  to be 
essential to the well-being of all.

Systemic School Reform. The sys­
temic school reform movement in 
education reflects many of the sys­
tem s p ercep tion s articu lated  by 
Fritjof Capra and embodied in the 
wisdom o f indigenous people. The  
m ovem ent recognises the school 
itself as a system in which students 
are embedded and affected, at least 
tacitly, by the values o f the wider cul­
ture o f the school and community. 
S chools a d op tin g  these reform s  
become practising ‘learning commu­
nities’ in which leadership and inno­
vation are distributed throughout 
networks o f relationships. The per­
ceptual shifts o f emphasis in systems
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thinking find parallels in the prac­
tices o f systemic school reform.

Place-based Pedagogy. In an essay 
titled ‘A Sense o f W onder’ , David 
Orr makes a compelling argument 
for why children need “organised  
engagement with living systems and 
the lives o f people who live by the 
grace of those systems”. Before stu­
d e n ts  are in tr o d u c e d  to m o re  
advanced disciplinary knowledge, he 
says, they should be immersed in 
habitats and com m unities as they 
occu r, o u ts id e  the co n stru c te d  
b o u n d a rie s  o f  c la ssroo m s —  as 
rivers, mountains, farms, wetlands, 
gardens, forests, lakes, islands.

From such en gagem en t grows 
reverence that is capable o f trans­
forming learning from mere knowl­
edge to a passion for preserving  
those places. Pamela Michael, co- 
founder o f River o f Words, a CEL- 
supported program m e com bining  
nature study with artistic expression, 
presents 2004 award winners for art 
and poetry in an international con­
test that grounds children in the 
beauty of their own places. The arti­
cle ‘ Far and W id e ’ profiles p ro ­
gram m es around the w orld that 
have found inspiration in C E L ’s 
work, which they have adapted to 
their own places.

Translating Theory into Practice. In
founding the Center, we hypothe­
sised that a p p ly in g  con cep ts o f  
systems thinking (for example, net­
works, nested systems) as design co­
ordinates for our work would result 
in tangible outcomes leading to sys­
temic and sustainable change in edu­
cation. We scouted for schools that 
expressed the spirit o f school reform 
and were functioning as whole com­
munities. We looked for places that 
yearned to experiment with environ­
mental project-based learning. We 
supported these school communities 
through grants, convened networks 
o f exemplary schools and education­
al organisations, and docum ented  
their stories in publications and on 
our website.

In one o f these schools, Mary E. 
Silveira, everyone from students to 
janitors takes personal responsibility 
for the life o f that campus. Student 
teams participate in roughly one 
hundred different ‘jobs’ , including a 
fish pond team, a cafe climatology 
team, a team to escort visitors, an 
interior decorating team. The energy 
efficiency team writes little notes to

teachers, providing gentle reminders 
to turn off the lights when a class 
goes to the cafeteria. On a table in 
the hallway lies a two-sided sign craft­
ed in the handwriting o f a young stu­
dent from  the conflict-resolution  
team. One side reads “Talk” and the 
other side “Listen” .

At another exemplary school sup­
ported by CEL, a fourth-grade class 
decided to “do something” about the 
problem o f disappearing species and 
adopted the California freshwater 
shrim p. In preparation for their 
hands-on  work, students learned  
about habitat destruction around the 
streams where shrimp once lived. 
They came to understand the con­
text o f the ‘shrimp problem ’ as a 
habitat restoration challenge, and 
finally as a dynamic o f the regional 
watershed. Before the Freshwater 
Shrimp Project was completed, the 
fourth-graders had dem onstrated  
their ecological literacy in testimony 
before Congressional com m ittees, 
won a national ‘environmental proj­
ect o f the year' award, and raised 
$ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  for protection  o f  their 
beloved shrimp.

"Curriculum is Anywhere Learning
O cc u rs.” Children find relevance 
and meaning in learning when they 
are knee-deep in a creek or measur­
ing the effects o f restoration on song­
birds and w illow s. W h en  school 
communities are deeply engaged in 
restorative problem  solving, they 
practise a competence essential to 
sustainability, but sorely missing in 
m any curricula: the capacity for 
compassion, extending caretaking to 
all life forms.

Convening Networks. Nature sus­
tains life by creating networks. We 
understand that to solve problems in 
an enduring way, people addressing 
isolated and fragmented parts o f the 
problem need to be brought togeth­
er in networks o f support and con­
versation. From its inception, CEL  
has convened exemplary schools and 
their allies in a pattern o f sustainable 
philanthropy that relies upon net­
working to encourage the emergence 
o f innovation.

Through networking, the Fresh­
water Shrimp Project morphed into 
S T R A W , ‘ Students and Teachers  
Restoring a Watershed’, a cluster o f 
more than thirty schools and a hun­
dred educators. Now songbirds nest 
in trees sheltering miles o f  creek 
beds that once resembled drainage

ditches. California freshwater shrimp 
—  which experts predicted would 
need decades, if ever, to re-establish 
themselves —  cling to the roots o f  
willows planted just a few years ago 
by schoolchildren on ranchland not 
far from their schools.

T h e Edible Schoolyard, a pro­
gram m e envisioned  by ch e f and  
restaurateur Alice Waters and sup­
ported by CEL, has inspired school 
gardens and cooking classes across 
the nation and encouraged our own 
engagement in food systems initia­
tives. Our Food Systems Project gen­
erated a Food Service D irectors’ 
Roundtable, a ‘Fertile Crescent Net­
w ork’ o f  C EL grantees and their 
partners working on food issues in a 
six-county region o f Northern Cali­
fornia, and a Web guide, Rethinking 
School Lunch, available on the Center 
for Ecoliteracy website.

The North Coast Rural Challenge 
N etw o rk , in coastal M e n d o cin o  
C ounty, evolved  from  one rural 
school district into a multi-district 
collaboration, recognised as a model 
for community-based rural educa­
tion that adapts technology and  
place-based  learn ing  to connect  
schools separated by wide distances 
and mountain ranges.

W idespread application o f sys­
tem s th in k in g , utilising w isdom  
learned from indigenous people and 
nature, could ignite a revolution in 
education. In the words o f Center 
for Ecoliteracy co -fo u n d er Peter 
Buckley, “At their heart, the ecologi­
cal problems we face are problems of 
values. Children are born with a 
sense o f wonder and an affinity for 
nature. Properly cultivated, these 
values can mature into ecological lit­
eracy, and eventually into sustainable 
patterns of living.” •

For further information visit: 
Center for Ecoliteracy 
< www.ecoliteracy.org>

Mary E. Silveira 
< http://dixiesd.marin.kl 2 .ca.us/ 

marysilveira/>
Students and Teachers Restoring 

a Watershed < www.bay.org> 
The Edible Schoolyard 

< www.edibleschoolyard.org> 
Rethinking School Lunch 

< www.ecoliteracy.org>
The North Coast Rural Challenge 

Network < www.ncrcn.org>
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E C O L I T E R A C Y :  F R I T J O F  C A P R A

LANSCAPES OF LEARNING
Experiencing ecological relationships and community is the key to ecoliteracy.

O V E R  T H E  PAST ten years, 
my colleagues and I at 
the Center for Ecoliteracy 
have developed a special 

pedagogy, called ‘Education for Sus­
tainable Patterns o f Living’ , which 
offers an experiential, participatory 
and multidisciplinary approach to 
teaching ecoliteracy. We are some­
times asked: “Why all these complex­
ities? W h y  d o n ’ t you just teach  
ecology?” 'Phis article shows that the 
complexities and subtleties o f our 
approach are inherent in any true 
understanding o f ecology and sus­
tainability.

The concept o f ecological sustain­
ability was introduced more than 
twenty years ago by Lester Brown, 
who defined a sustainable society as 
one that is able to satisfy its needs 
without diminishing the chances of 
future generations. This classical def­
inition o f sustainability is an impor­
tant moral exhortation, but it does 
not tell us anything about how to 
actually build a sustainable society. 
This is why the whole concept o f sus­
tainability is still confusing to many.

What we need is an operational 
definition o f ecological sustainability. 
The key to such a definition is the 
realisation that we do not need to 
invent sustainable human communi­
ties from zero but can model them 
after nature’s ecosystems, which are 
sustainable communities o f plants, 
animals and micro-organisms. Since 
the outstanding characteristic o f the 
biosphere is its inherent ability to 
sustain life, a sustainable human  
community must be designed in such 
a manner that its ways o f life, busi­
nesses, economy, physical structures 
and technologies do not interfere with 
nature’s inherent ability to sustain life.

This definition o f sustainability 
implies that, in our endeavour to 
build sustainable communities, we 
must understand the principles of 
organisation that ecosystems have 
developed to sustain the web o f life. 
This understanding is what we call

‘ecological literacy’ . In the coming  
decades the survival o f humanity will 
depend on our ability to understand 
the basic principles o f ecology and to 
live accordingly.

We need to teach our children —  
and our political and corporate lead­
ers! —  the fundamental facts o f life: 
for example, that matter cycles con­
tinually through the web o f life; that 
the energy driving the ecological 
cycles flows from the sun; that diver­
sity assures resilien ce; that one  
species’ waste is another species’ 
food; that life, from its beginning  
more than three billion years ago, 
did not take over the planet by com­
bat but by networking. Teaching this 
ecological knowledge, which is also 
ancient wisdom , will be the most 
important role o f education in the 
twenty-first century.

T H E  C O M P L E T E  U N D E R S T A N D IN G  
o f the principles o f ecology requires 
a new way o f seeing the world and a 
new way of thinking in terms o f rela­
tionships, connectedness, and con­
text. Ecology is first and foremost a 
science o f relationships am ong the 
members of ecosystem communities. 
To fully understand the principles of 
ecology, therefore, we need to think 
in terms o f relationships and con­
text. Such ‘contextual’ or ‘systemic’ 
thinking involves several shifts o f  
perception that go against the grain 
o f traditional Western science and 
education.

This new way o f thinking is also 
emerging at the forefront o f science, 
where a new systemic conception of 
life is being developed. Instead of 
seeing the universe as a machine 
com posed o f elem entary building  
blocks, scientists have discovered  
that the material world, ultimately, is 
a network of inseparable patterns of 
relationships; that the planet as a 
whole is a living, self-regulating sys­
tem. The view o f the human body as 
a machine and o f the mind as a sep­
arate entity is being replaced by one

that sees not only the brain, but also 
the immune system, the bodily tis­
sues, and even each cell, as living, 
cognitive  system s. T h is  view no 
longer sees evolution as a competi­
tive struggle for existence, but rather 
as a co-operative dance in which cre­
ativity and the constant emergence 
o f novelty are the driving forces.

Consequently, teaching ecology  
requires a conceptual framework  
that is quite different from that o f  
conventional academic disciplines. 
Teachers notice this at all levels o f  
teaching, from very small children to 
university students. Moreover, ecolo­
gy is inherently multidisciplinary, 
because ecosystems connect the liv­
ing and non-living worlds. Ecology, 
therefore, is grounded not only in 
biology, but also in geology, atmos­
pheric chemistry, thermodynamics, 
and other branches o f science. And 
when it comes to human ecology we 
have to add a whole range o f other 
fields, including agriculture, eco­
nomics, industrial design, and poli­
tics. Education for sustainability  
means teaching ecology in this sys­
temic and multidisciplinary way.

When we study the basic princi­
ples o f ecology in depth, we find that 
they are all closely interrelated. They 
are just different aspects o f a single 
fundamental pattern o f organisation 
that has enabled nature to sustain 
life for billions o f years. In a nut­
shell: nature sustains life by creating 
and nu rtu rin g  com m u nities. N o  
individual organism can exist in iso­
lation. Animals depend on the pho­
tosynthesis o f plants for their energy 
needs; plants depend on the carbon 
dioxide produced by animals, as well 
as on the nitrogen fixed by bacteria 
at their roots; and together plants, 
animals and micro-organisms regu­
late the entire biosphere and main­
tain the conditions conducive to life. 
Sustainability, therefore, is not an 
individual property but a property 
o f an entire web of relationships. It 
always involves a whole community.
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This is the profound lesson we need 
to learn from nature. T h e way to 
sustain life is to build and nurture 
community.

When we teach this in our schools, 
it is important to us that the children 
not only understand ecology, but also 
experience it in nature —  in a school 
garden, on a beach, or in a river-bed 
—  and that they also experience com­
munity while they become ecological­
ly literate. Otherwise, they could leave 
school and be first-rate theoretical 
ecologists but care very little about 
nature, about the Earth. In our ecolit­
eracy schools, we want to create expe­
riences that lead to an em otional 
relationship with the natural world.

Experiencing and understanding 
the principles o f ecology in a school 
garden or a creek restoration project 
are exam p les o f  what educators  
nowadays call ‘project-based learn­
ing’ . It consists in facilitating learn­
ing experiences that engage students 
in complex real-world projects, rem­
iniscent o f the age-old tradition o f  
apprenticeship. Project-based learn­
ing not only provides students with 
important experiences —  co-opera­
tion, mentorship, integration o f vari­
ous intelligences —  but also makes 
for better learning. There have been 
some very interesting studies on how

much we retain when we are taught 
something. Researchers have found 
that after two weeks we remember 
only ten per cent o f what we read, 
but twenty per cent o f what we hear, 
fifty per cent o f what we discuss, and 
ninety per cent o f what we experi­
ence. To us, this is one o f the most 
persuasive arguments for experien­
tial, project-based learning.

C O M M U N IT Y  IS ESSENTIAL for  
understanding sustainability, and it is 
also essential for teaching ecology in 
the multidisciplinary way it requires. 
In schools, various disciplines need to 
be integrated to create an ecologically 
oriented curriculum. Obviously this is 
only possible if teachers from the dif­
ferent disciplines collaborate, and if 
the school adm inistration makes 
such collaboration possible. In other 
words, the conceptual relationships 
among the various disciplines can be 
made explicit only if there are corre­
s p o n d in g  h u m a n  r e la tio n sh ip s  
among the teachers and administra­
tors.

Ten years o f work has convinced 
us that education for sustainable liv­
ing can be practised best if the whole 
school is transformed into a learning 
community. In such a learning com­
munity, teachers, students, adminis­

trators and parents are all inter­
linked in a network of relationships, 
wot king together to facilitate learn­
ing. The teaching does not flow from 
the top down, but there is a cyclical 
exchange of knowledge. The focus is 
on learning, and everyone in the sys­
tem is both a teacher and a learner.

In the conventional view o f edu­
cation, students are seen as passive 
learners, and the curriculum is a set 
o f predetermined, decontextualised 
information. Our pedagogy o f edu­
cation for sustainable living breaks 
completely with this convention. We 
engage students in the learning  
process with the help o f  real-life  
projects. T his generates a strong  
motivation and engages the students 
emotionally. Instead o f presenting 
pred eterm in ed , decontextualised  
information, we encourage critical 
thinking, questioning, and experi­
mentation, recognising that learning 
involves the construction o f meaning 
according to the student’s personal 
history and cultural background.

Education for sustainable living is 
an enterprise that transcends all our 
differences o f race, culture, or class. 
T h e Earth is our com m on hom e, 
and creating a sustainable world for 
our children and for future genera­
tions is our common task. •

IL L U S T R A T IO N : T R U D A  LANE
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Digging f ° r bitter root in the Cultural 
Development class at the En’owkin Centre

E C O L I T E R A C Y :  J E A N N E T T E  A R M S T R O N G

NATURAL 
KNOWING
Schooling and sharing the Okanagan way.

P H O T O G R A P H S : TAM M Y A L L IS O N

I N M Y O K ANAGAN ancestral 
system, education occurred as a 
natural part o f family and com­
m u n ity  in everyd a y  liv in g . 

Unlike today, education was not seg­
regated into institutions o f schooling 
separate from the family. Different 
families had different specialised  
skills and know ledge, which they 
transmitted from generation to gen­
eration  with great p r id e , while  
embedding values necessary to sus­
tain the community. Imparting skills 
and knowledge necessary for living 
well was as important then as it is 
today; the difference may be in how 
fam ilies presen ted  sustainability  
principles in term s o f com m unal 
behaviour necessary to maintain  
healthy resources and food systems. 
As with m ost peop les who have 
developed highly sophisticated sys­
tems o f sustainable land use, Okana­
gan family systems, operating within 
village communities, placed a high 
value on collaboration and sharing 
among village members.

Sharing resources and labour for 
security  and su sten an ce was an 
esteem ed responsibility m odelled  
most stringently by the Chief family, 
or qalth, who spoke for the communi­
ty and maintained peace. ‘Sharing’ 
means something quite different in 
the Okanagan language from what it 
means in English. It constitutes ‘a 
manifestation or demonstration of 
how-to-be’ rather than ‘possessions 
being divided am ong others’ . The 
clear im perative that individuals 
within the community must co-oper­
ate willingly to demonstrate sustain­

ability values ensures the survival 
and wellbeing of the whole. Com m u­
nity exists to be shared with, rather 
than to be competed against.

In our lan gu age, we think o f  
‘com m unity’ as a living organism. 
The whole community needs to be 
healthy for families to be healthy and 
for individuals to thrive. We recog­
nise family systems, or qalth, as dif­
ferent parts o f a body with different 
functions, just as the hands, the 
heart, and the head have different 
but necessary functions. One qalth 
might be craft skilled, another qalth 
m ight be skilled in herbal know­
ledge, another might study land and 
food systems, and so on.

Having identity as part o f a qalth 
offered deep assurance and a sense 
o f belonging to individuals. Qalth 
systems alleviated social pressure on 
individuals and established cohort 
systems supportive o f learning the 
special skills necessary to the whole. 
All older members shared responsi­
bility for transferring the qalth ’ s 
skills to its young. Mothers, fathers, 
older siblings, cousins, aunts, uncles 
and grandparents were all seen as 
teachers, modelling good practice. 
The eldest were the most treasured 
teachers because, as they became 
physically frail, they were more avail­
able for advice and guidance. There­
fo re , they en joyed  the con stan t  
attentions o f younger people.

Survival know ledge and skills 
were acquired through real-world  
learning, modelling how the whole 
community must carry out work and 
sustenance with future needs in

mind, no matter how difficult the 
conditions. The belief system, which 
celebrates life, places high value on 
c a r e f u l  t a k in g  o f  th e  l a n d ’ s 
resources. It d em on strates how  
‘sharing with community’ extends to 
‘our relatives 011 the land’. We think 
o f the plants, fish, birds and animals 
as relatives, who share their lives 
with each other and with us. Every 
day, elder qalth members show how 
these relatives share their gifts with 
us, and therefore they require our 
respect, love and protection.

Learning useful skills and infor­
mation, from that perspective, was as 
natural as learning to walk or talk. 
Children couldn’t help but learn. 
They were guided into enjoyment o f 
their fam ily ’ s work o f  gathering  
berries and roots, fishing, hunting, 
or making clothing and tools. Partic­
ular skills acquired by different fami­
ly members were sources o f pride 
and enjoyment to be lovingly hand­
ed down to the young as marks of  
identity.

The benefits consequently shared 
by the community included security 
and support for those who might be 
disadvantaged by age, physical limi­
tation, or circumstance, since whole 
fam ily systems com pensated and 
produced all that was required by 
the community. Higher value was 
p laced  011 how well ind ivid u als  
learned to share and their willing­
ness to collaborate rather than 011 
the mastery of everyday skills.

SETTLEMENT IN THE O kanagan  
occurred during my grandmother’s
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Digging for medicines

early adult years. The transition to 
ranching and farming occurred dur­
ing our parents’ early adult years, 
and the introduction o f ‘schooling’ 
occurred during my older siblings’ 
youth. Harvesting from the land as 
h u n ters , gath erers and farm ers  
remains very much a central practice 
of traditional families o f the Okana­
gan. 1 have been fortunate in having 
experienced all that which my ances­
tors learned, shared and practised. It 
is easy for me to see where the gaps 
are in our present social system. Liv­
ing in a village community that has 
retained some o f the practices and 
principles required for living sustain­
ably makes my work easier. But the 
practice o f ‘schooling’ has led to the 
loss o f a good way of life which was 
embedded in good community and 
land-based values.

Forced  a ssim ila tio n  into  the  
colonising culture o f schooling has 
taken its toll on many o f our comm u­
nities, but the remnants o f our fami­
ly and com m unity values can be 
relied upon to reconstruct good  
practice, based on our tried and test­
ed traditional system.

Our ecoliteracy programme at the 
En’owkin Centre attempts to recon­
struct a way that shows how family, 
community and land must interact in 
celebration and appreciation of the 
gift o f life. At En’owkin, ecoliteracy 
means that we must find ways to 
integrate academ ic and practical 
skills into a curriculum, demonstrat­
ing principles o f collaboration, shar­
ing, and sustainable land use. It 
means that we must strive to perme­
ate all learning with opportunities 
for family and community to create

la stin g  sy ste m s. It m ean s p r o ­
gram m es that continuously  give 
place for ritual and recognition of 
the individual within family and  
community. It means a curriculum  
consciously focused on experiencing 
happiness through meaningful serv­
ice and on collaboration as the high­
est pleasures. It means that elders, 
parents and com m unity members 
are continually engaged in all aspects 
o f programmes and projects.

To m eet these challenges, the 
En’owkin Centre has had to evolve 
in a way that is both organic and 
within a clear educational intent. We 
have the advantage o f having good 
family and com m unity culture to 
guide our work in developing curric­
ula that serve our goals. ‘Schooling’ 
an d  ‘ a c a d e m ic s ’ are co n n e c te d  
directly to achieve healthy family, 
community and land. Because our 
programmes and projects are ecolit- 
eracy-based, they must demonstrate 
real-world outcomes. We work on 
com m unity-relevant projects that 
engage children, parents and elders 
in the restoration o f land, culture 
and celebration.

For instance, EcoAction, one of  
our projects, restores a black cotton­
w ood riparian ecosystem  that is 
home to many endangered species. 
W e bring children  from  various  
schools together with adult volun­
teers from our community and from  
environm ental and civil organisa­
tions. T h e  volunteers teach and  
share work and resources on restora­
tion and stewardship. We organise 
work and outings to learn from our 
elders, who are our knowledge keep­
ers. They teach us how to collect 
indigenous seeds at the right places 
and times o f the season. Together, 
young people and old people propa­
gate, care for, and transplant the 
seedlings. They learn and celebrate 
the work together.

While our resources are small, the 
Centre has profoundly strengthened 
our families and Okanagan commu­
nities, and has also drawn the sur­
rounding community in, as a part o f  
our practice o f connecting land and 
people. The gatherings and celebra­
tions are becoming traditions eagerly 
attended by huge numbers o f new 
friends finding jo y  and peace in 
being. Our work is a fervent prayer 
for peace and sustenance o f family, 
community, and land. •

For more information please visit 
< www.enowkincentre.ca > .
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T H E  M E N U
Uncovering sustainability solutions 

through school food.

E C O L I T E R A C Y :  M I C H A E L  K.  S T O N E

Children aren’t hopelessly addicted to junk food, as these students discover when they prepare 
delicious meals from fresh, healthy vegetables in a cooking class at LeConte School in Berkeley
P H O T O G R A P H : JA M E S T Y L E R /B R IG H T  M O M E N TS!

A  SK TEN PEOPLE to name the
/ %  most promising opportuni- 

/  %  ties for introducing educa-JL J L  don for sustainable living 
into school curricula. It’s not likely 
that many lists will begin with ‘lunch­
tim e’ , but school lunch offers an 
excellent possibility, especially in 
countries such as the US, which faces 
a pandemic of obesity and nutrition- 
related illnesses among children.

Lunch is an activity shared by most 
students. Health, nutrition and food 
are undeniably linked. Food is as 
basic as sustainability gets. Learning 
how food gets from seed to table 
requires understanding fundamental 
natural processes —  energy flows, 
nutrient cycles, how one organism’s 
waste becomes another’s food. It also 
requires understanding educational, 
agricultural, econom ic, social and 
political systems.

As the C en ter for Ecoliteracy  
(CEL) learned during a five-year 
engagement with school food systems, 
efforts to improve school food can 
reveal some of the deep mental and 
social disconnections that frustrate 
attempts to think and act sustainably: 
actions disconnected from  conse­
quences, farms from communities, 
health from environment, schools' 
announced curricula from their ‘hid­
den curricula’.

CEL didn’t start by looking for 
involvement in school lunch. One of 
its early strategies consisted of identi­
fying and su pporting exem plary  
schools that functioned as apprentice­
ship communities, with holistic curric­
ula organised around place-based  
projects. These schools had discov­
ered that co-operation and learning 
increased, and grades and retention 
improved, when learning was inte­
grated with hands-on natural-world 
projects such as watershed restoration 
and school gardens. They recognised 
that these experiences were instru­
mental in forming children’s values 
and sense o f responsibility for them­
selves, their communities and the 
environment.

In 1995, one of these schools, Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. Middle School in 
Berkeley, provided a chance to address 
food in a whole-systems way. King 
principal Neil Smith had met Alice 
Waters, the charismatic chef, founder 
o f world-famed Chez Panisse restau­
rant, and evangelist for California Cui­
sine. “There are gardens in lots of 
schools,” she told him. “There are 
kitchens. There are cafeterias. But 
there aren’t gardens and kitchens and

cafeterias that are o f a piece. I started 
to get the idea for an ecological cur­
riculum run as a school lunch pro­
gram that could transform education.” 
She presented a bold vision, given that 
King didn’t even have a cafeteria at the 
time.

Eventually, T h e  Edible School 
Yard (ESY) blossomed at King, gar­
nering national attention. ESY com­
bined garden work and cooking  
classes for every student. CEL funded 
a team of King’s teachers to create an 
integrated curriculum, using these 
contexts. Even teachers who had ini­

tially viewed the kitchen and garden 
sessions as time away from the cur­
riculum began to look for ways to 
make ESY lessons part o f the curricu­
lum. A  Spanish class spoke Spanish 
while cooking Venezuelan food. A  
maths class costed a meal’s ingredi­
ents. Children experienced the natu­
ral cycles, lea rn ed  to co m p o st, 
discovered the satisfaction of sitting 
down to eat together. ESY and other 
garden and cooking program m es  
exploded one widespread assump­
tion: that children are irretrievably 
addicted to junk food. In fact, they
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will eat —  and love —  nutritious 
fruits and vegetables, even unfamiliar 
ones, that they’ve grown and cooked 
themselves.

A  Harvard Medical School-based 
study commissioned by CEL conclud­
ed that ESY students showed greater 
gains in ecological understanding, and 
greater overall academic progress, 
than did students in a comparable 
non-ESY school. Teachers reported 
better behaviour in class. A  s
impressive as ESY is, CEL took seri­
ously what systemic school reformers 
had discovered in the late 1980s: sys­
tems don’t exist in isolation. Class­
room s are nested within schools, 
which are embedded in school dis­
tricts, which reside within communi­
ties that are parts o f bioregions and 
foodsheds inside nations within a 
global economy. Long-lasting change 
requires that we address multiple lev­
els simultaneously.

An opportunity to work at the dis­
trict as well as the school level arose in 
1998. The Berkeley school district’s 
board unanimously adopted the US’s 
first district-wide school food policy. 
Among its goals w'ere: “Ensure that no 
student in Berkeley is hungry; provide 
nutritious, fresh, tasty, locally grown 
food that reflects Berkeley’s cultural 
diversity; ensure that the food served 
is organic to the maximum extent pos­
sible; maximize the reduction of waste 
by recycling, reusing, composting, and 
purchasing recycled products. ”

About the same time, as the lead 
agency for a network o f seventeen 
Berkeley organisations and individu­
als, CEL received a US Department of 
Agriculture grant for a Food Systems 
Project. Many of the project’s goals 
corresponded to those o f the district 
food policies.

The Food Systems Project network 
and the district achieved several 
notable accomplishments (gardens in 
every district, kitchen and cooking 
classes in eleven schools, School to 
Farm Field Studies programmes that 
took urban students to farms and 
brought farmers to classrooms, a city 
food policy, a successful bond meas­
ure including funds for school cafete­
rias and kitchens). They have not yet 
realised all o f their goals, including 
dram atically im proving the food  
served at schools and ‘reinventing’ 
the district’s food service.

School food services are hard to 
change, partly because they are embed­
ded in larger educational, economic 
and political systems that in turn reflect 
much bigger trends —  among them

centralisation, industrialisation, stan­
dardisation, and globalisation.

IN HIS ESSAY ‘Solving for Pattern’ , 
Wendell Berry distinguishes between 
‘solutions’ that worsen the problem  
they’re supposed to solve, those that 
cause cascades of other problems, and 
those that “cause a ramifying series o f 
solutions.” A bad solution is designed 
for a single purpose. It acts destruc­
tively on the patterns that contain it. A 
good solution addresses the interlock­
ing pattern in which it is embedded.

School food systems, at least in the 
United States, are rife with single­
purpose solutions that generate new 
problem s. School districts ‘solve ’ 
chronic under-funding by dem and­
ing that food services break even, or 
even generate surpluses, on minimal 
governm ent subsidies for feeding  
poor children. The US Department 
o f Agriculture ‘solves’ farmer income 
problems by buying surplus com ­
modities (often high-fat cheese or 
meat) and offering them to schools. 
To save m oney, schools abandon  
labour-intensive fresh food prepara­
tion and ‘solve’ the problem of under- 
n o u r ish e d  c h ild re n  by se rv in g  
pre-processed and frozen food that’s 
been shipped thousands o f  miles, 
burning fossil fuel and discharging air 
pollutants along the way. Processing 
leaches nutrients, and usually appear­
ance and taste, from food, a problem 
that students ‘solve’ by dumping it 
into the trash, where it rejoins the 
same packaging (fifty per cent o f food 
costs, some say) that it arrived in.

Schools ‘solve’ poor academic per­
formance by mandating more stan­
dardised testing and more hours in 
class (sometimes by shortening lunch 
and exercise periods, though educa­
tors know that undernourished stu­
dents perform poorly). The crisis of 
obesity and nutrition-related illness 
inspires classroom nutrition lectures 
and slick, colourful teaching materi­
als, while cash-strapped schools install 
soft-drink machines in the hallways 
and Parent-Teacher Associations sell 
pizza and sugary snacks to subsidise 
art and music programmes and pur­
chase com puter equipm ent. Small 
farms, w'hich could grow the fruits 
and vegetables that children lack, 
struggle to survive, while school food 
dollars support the mass agribusiness 
operations that are driving small 
farmers out o f business. Farmland 
sold to developers when farms close is 
lost to agriculture, com prom ising  
communities’ future sustainability.

BAD SOLUTIONS CAUSE cascading 
waves o f additional problems, but 
Berry also says that solving for pat­
tern can cause a ramifying series of 
solutions. CEL has joined with other 
organisations to support a ‘farm-to- 
school’ movement that links schools 
and farms, bringing local farmers 
incom e and givin g  ch ild ren  the 
chance to learn to love good food. 
T he Center is also supporting efforts 
to create whole-school curricula that 
begin with serving meals that comple­
ment rather than contradict class­
room lessons on nutrition and health. 
T hese curricula use gardens and 
kitchens as laboratories for teaching 
science, maths, art, social studies, and 
many other subjects.

S u stain ab ility  issues m u st be 
approached from many directions 
and at many levels. CEL’s years o f 
working with food systems culminat­
ed this year in a Web-based guide, 
Rethinking School Lunch. This proj­
ect addresses ten interlocking areas, 
including nutrition, facilities, pro­
curement, finances, waste manage­
ment, and curriculum integration. It 
offers the wisdom and experience of 
experts and practitioners, and pro­
vides usable tools. For instance, in a 
recent poll school officials listed 
‘money’ as the greatest obstacle to 
improving school food, but food serv­
ice directors often lack planning tools 
to assess their operations or evaluate 
options for o ffe rin g  better food  
affordably. So the website offers an 
interactive spreadsheet for testing dif­
ferent scenarios. Other tools on the 
website include menus, architectural 
draw in gs, cu rricu lar plan s, and  
extensive pointers to other resources.

CEL hopes that these resources 
will inspire and serve the nascent 
m ovem ent to redefine the role o f  
food in schools and to reconnect 
farms w'ith communities, food with 
public health, and school curricula 
with student experiences. Schools 
have the opportunity to educate for 
sustainability by what they teach in 
class and by how they serve as models 
o f sustainability —  redirecting the 
drift toward centralisation, industrial­
isation, standardisation, and globalisa­
tion, and moving consciously toward 
diversification, human-scale systems, 
biological and cultural diversity, and 
community-based economics. •

For more information: 
< www.edibleschoolyard.org>
< www.ecoliteracy.org >
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Watershed, painting by Mutembei Javish, aged 17. Nairobi, Kenya. 2004 River Of Words finalist.

ECOL I T E RACY:  PAMELA MI CHAEL

R I V E R  O F  W O R D S
RIV E R  O F  W O R D S  has trav­

elled a long way since 1995, 
w hen U S Poet L a u reate  

^ .R o b e r t  Hass and I, along 
with a group o f poets, educators, 
artists, activists and others, began a 
series o f weekly meetings. We were 
motivated by studies indicating that 
most children in the United States 
could identify over a thousand cor­
porate logos, but could not recognise 
and name more than a handful o f  
the plants in their own neighbour­
hoods.

We sought to blend poetry, art, 
nature study, watershed awareness, 
community service, history and criti­
cal thinking into a flexible, simple 
and elegant curriculum for school­
children. Our project evolved into 
River o f Words (ROW ), a small edu­
cational nonprofit whose supporters

Inspiring children to 
intimately experience 

the web o f life.
include the Center for Ecoliteracy. 
Today, in affiliation with the Library 
o f C on gress, R O W  conducts the 
world’s largest youth poetry and art 
contest. Each year, through  our  
Watershed Explorer curriculum, we 
train hundreds o f classroom teach­
ers, park rangers, youth leaders and 
others to incorporate nature explo­
ration and the arts into their work 
with young people.

We wanted to help children ex­
perience intimately the web o f life 
and develop a rich and sustaining 
la n g u a g e  o f  la n d s c a p e ’ . R O W  

encourages students to explore their

comm unities and imaginations —  
weaving in natural and cultural his­
tory  —  and to syn th esise  what 
they’ve learnt and observed into line 
and verse. Finalists and winners 
from our International Youth Poetry 
and Art Contest, such as those shown 
here, demonstrate how well we have 
succeeded.

W e’ve tried to add elements o f  
wonder, discovery, interpretation, 
dexterity and surprise to learning. 
By focusing students’ attention on 
their home regions, we hope to cre­
ate space for them to develop em o­
tional and cognitive intelligence, to 
come to understand and to love their 
h om e p laces, and to grow  into  
engaged, effective citizens. We offer 
these thoughtful and heartfelt cre­
ations from  the ch ildren  o f  the 
world. •
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Watershed festival, painting by A. J. S. Laltshmishree, aged 7. Bangalore, India. 2004 River Of Words finalist.

C l o s e d  E a r s
Now is the silence, that cool last 
Silence before

the mural’s skewed, the music cut;

before my ears are abused 
by tbe rough, vulgar 

beep (whirr click) o f everything else.
*

What sweet poetry is 
the spider’s web: 

life without fanfare and 
death without tragedy

played among the deaf silver violin 
strings hung with dew, 

so tightly strung beyond 
our understanding.

*
Tbe little septic pool 
flowing back of the house 
must babble and rush.

For all the water we don’t have

it must be Styx, Nile, Yellow, Amazon 
with its extravagant filth.

TIFFANIE JONES, aged 18 
Georgia, USA
2004 R O W  Grand Prize Winner

M y  S t r e a m
The stream has a name, 

she whispers it to me, 
while quietly gurgling past.

She tells me bow big tbe world is, 
she tells me how small infinity can be, 

she talks about sadness, 
and about happiness.

She tells me that we all die, 
but not her.

She tells me about the deer 
who drink with grace from her low banks. 

She knows each beaver, 
each fish, 

each human ear willing to listen.

The stream has a name, 
she tells me how small we really are. 

She has a voice.
Listen.

M OLLY C. B R O W N , aged 14 
New Hampshire, USA  

2004 R O W  Finalist

R a i n
Lightning dances beneath the 

tumbling surface 
of furrowed, thundering clouds 
and suddenly, the fever breaks 
droplets pour 
and collect in my hands.
O f all the words in the English 

language 
these have fallen together 
to form 
one small gift.

B E T H A N Y  BERNARD, aged 18 
Georgia, USA  
2004 R O W  Finalist

All poems ©  River of Words

For more information, contact: 
River of Words, 2547 Eighth Street, 
13B , Berkeley, C A  9 4 7 1 0 , U S A . 
Tel: + 1  510 548 7636.
<  www.riverofwords.org >
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F A R  A N D  W I D E
The ecoliteracy network is growing around the world.

E C O L I T E R A C Y :  Compiled by MICHAEL K. STONE

E c o l i t e r a c y  is a  concept 
that can be practised in as 
m any ways as there are 
physical environments and 

cultures. The Center for Ecoliteracy 
(CEL) has focused its work in north­
ern California, but meets and hears 
from  p eople on every continent 
w anting to start ecoliteracy p ro ­
grammes in their regions. Here are a 
few members o f its informal network:

Fundagao Gaia (Gaia Foundation), 
in Porto Alegre, Brazil, was founded 
in 1987 by leading Brazilian environ­
m entalist Jose Lutzenberger, an 
agronomist, activist and profound  
thinker who helped to lead Brazilian 
efforts to establish aboriginal land 
rights and disavow nuclear weapons 
developm ent, and to organise the 
1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. 
Since Lutzenberger’s death in 2002, 
the connection with CEL has contin­
ued through his daughter Lara, who 
now directs the Foundation.

Fundagao Gaia promotes a new 
way o f  seeing the w orld, charac­
terised by systemic thinking, under­
standing people’s real needs, and 
recognising humans as a part, but 
only a part, o f the natural world. It 
offers lectures and courses, develops 
environmental education activities, 
and consults with municipalities, cor­
porations and NGOs on such topics 
as biodiversity assessment and organ­
ic agriculture. It also co-ordinates 
projects in which schools and com­
m unities conduct environm ental 
analyses and create action plans for 
their local situations.

Recently the foundation helped 
bring the SEED (School Environ­
mental Education and Development) 
programme to Brazilian schools. In 
this program m e, created by New  
Zealander Robina M cCurdy, the 
whole school —  director, teachers, 
children and parents —  imagines 
and implements a new school envi­
ronm ent, for exam ple using the 
school grounds as a classroom where 
the school community designs sus­

tainable perm aculture systems to 
grow its own organic food.

Rincao Gaia, the fo u n d ation ’ s 
thirty-hectare headquarters on a 
restored basalt quarry, serves as a 
laboratory and classroom for chil­
dren and adults. Physical restoration 
and agriculture work, games, art, 
personal reflections and classes help 
participants to experience the trans­
formation o f a devastated area to a 
place rich in beauty, biodiversity and 
productivity, and, in Lara Lutzen­
b erg er ’s w ords, “ to perceive the 
majesty o f Nature, comprehending  
Gaia as a huge living system formed 
by an intricate web o f life.”
Fundagao Gaia, Street Jacinth Gomes 
No. 39 Santana, Porto Alegre 90040- 
270, Rio Grande do Sid, Brazil.
<  www.fgaia .org.br>
For i n f o r m a t i o n  about  S E E D :  
< www.context.org/PEOPLE/robina/ 
seed.htm>.

M anitham  Found ation , in Tam il 
N adu, India. At the age o f sixty, 
Barnabus Tiburtius left a position as 
president o f a UK-based multina­
tional to start a second career in 
social entrepreneurship. He founded 
the Manitham (Tamil for ‘Hum ane­
ness’) Foundation to prom ote the 
education o f future Indian citizens 
through participative, value-based  
and holistic development o f students’ 
social, political, cultural, economic, 
spiritual and ecological intelligence.

The foundation’s first initiative, 
the C R E A  C h ild r e n ’ s A cad em y, 
serves 225 children around the town 
o f T iruch irappalli. T ibu rtiu s, its 
director, says that systems thinking is 
the sch ool’s “b ed rock ” . He used  
CEL’s work as his model for a com­
prehensive Eco-literacy Programme 
for students aged six to ten.

Along with teaching the principles 
o f ecology and eco-awareness, the 
programme’s hands-on activities —  
led by children themselves —  help 
students discover the beauty o f  
nature and develop a sense of grati­
tude and responsibility. Children  
vermicompost, plant trees and har­

vest rainwater. CEL’s work combin­
ing school gardens and kitchens 
inspired a special project, ‘Nitrogen- 
fixing Species Propagation Activity’ . 
The children established and man­
a g e  a n u rse ry , seed  ban k and  
demonstration garden where they 
grow and maintain nitrogen-fixing 
species. T h en  they distribute the 
seeds to parents and other students 
to use in their own farms and gar­
dens. In the process, students learn 
about soil chemistry, the nitrogen  
cycle, the roles different plants play 
in the ecosystem, and their region’s 
native nitrogen-fixing plants. 
Manitham Foundation, Barnabas Tibur­
tius, Managing Trustee, 6/18, II Cross 
Street, Dr. Radhakrishnan Nagar, Thiru- 
vanmiyur, Chennai 6 0 0  041,  India. 
<www. manitham. org>

Instituto Ecoar para a Cidadania  
(Ecoar Institute for Citizenship), in 
Sao Paulo, B razil. Following the 
1992 Rio Earth Summit and Global 
Forum, a group o f professionals, aca­
demics and environmentalists con­
v e n e d  to c o n tin u e  d iscu ssio n s  
around constructing a sustainable 
society in harm ony with nature. 
T h e y  nam ed  their organisation  
Ecoar (‘Echo’), to signify their vision 
o f environmental education, ethical 
valu es and citizen sh ip  ec h o in g  
through people’s lives. Ecoar serves 
as an environmental think tank, and 
offers courses, lectures, workshops, 
books and videos for environmental 
education.

“Most people in Brazil, and else­
where, understand environmental 
education  as a subject taught to 
school children,” says Ecoar’s direc­
tor, Miriam Duailibi. “At Ecoar, we 
understand environmental educa­
tion as the means to a new way o f  
living, thinking in a systemic way, 
understanding the web of life but 
also the social co n text, political 
scen e, and reasons for d isease, 
poverty, and violence. W e work with 
schools as well as associations in 
neighborhood s, microbasins, and 
urban environm ents to articulate
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Residents of Jardim Alianga, a favela of 10,000 near Sdo Paulo, learn ecological principles 
while co-operatively improving their home place. Here they clear spaces to eliminate mosquitoes, 
rats and pollution before restoring the area as an organic garden for the community
PH O TO G RA PH : ALVARO BUFARAH

and implement community visions 
for econom ic and environm ental 
sustainability, human emancipation, 
and (he survival o f  the E a rth ’ s 
species.”

Most Brazilians, including teach­
ers, have not been educated to think 
this way. “Teachers are obligated by 
law to introduce environmental edu­
cation  into their c o u r s e s ,” says 
Duailibi, “but they don’t know what 
environm ental education means. 
They are always asking us for help.”

Besides working with teachers, 
Ecoar adapts and distributes materi­
als written for a wide range of edu­
cational levels. In co-operation with 
the W orld W ildlife Fund, it p ro ­
duced a colloquially written lesson 
and activities guide to help deepen 
environmental knowledge. It pre­
pared material on the environmental

and social impacts o f all forms o f  
energy, from fire to fuel cells. The  
Ministry o f the Environment com ­
missioned Ecoar to catalogue and 
evaluate all the printed and media- 
based en v iro n m en ta l ed u ca tio n  
material available in Brazil.

Between 2001 and 2003 , Ecoar 
created dialogues between Petrobras 
(the national petroleum company) 
and communities through which it 
proposed to build a fifty-kilometre 
pipeline. These dialogues em pow ­
ered the communities, which were 
used to powerful companies impos­
ing their plans without consulting 
local inhabitants, and influenced  
Petrobras to rethink its relationship 
with the communities it affects.

E c o a r  c o n n e c t e d  w ith  C E L  
through Fritjof Capra. In 2003, the 
Brazilian Environmental Ministry,

Capra, and Ecoar co-ordinated Dia­
logues for a Sustainable Brazil, gath­
e r in g  a d ozen  v ision a ries  from  
around the world and forty Brazilian 
government officials, academics and 
civil affiliates. Ecoar translated three 
CEL publications into Portuguese and 
posted them on its website, where 
they are used by scholars, environ­
mental educators, environm ental 
NGOs and Ecoar staff members.

Ecoar is weaving a sustainability 
network o f Brazilian individuals and 
organisations that share a commit­
ment to systems thinking and eco­
literacy pedagogy. It is creating a 
Centro Ecoar de Educagao para Sus- 
tentabilidade (Centre for Education 
for Sustainability), where activists, 
thinkers, scientists and educators can 
build a “learning community” in the 
spirit o f Paulo Freire, one o f Ecoar’s 
heroes, to devise new ways to apply 
systems thinking to Brazil’s problems 
and opportunities.
Instituto Ecoar para a Cidadania, R. 
Tomas Carvalhal, No. 551,  Paraiso 
C E P :  0 4 0 0 6 - 0 0 2 ,  Br az i l .
<  www. ecoar.org.br>

A ram b h  ( ‘ B e g in n in g ’ ), in N ew  
Mumbai, India, serves 1,200 slum  
children through informal learning 
centres. Initially envisaged for school 
dropouts, Arambh now also attracts 
children who have never entered the 
formal education system.

Arambh employs eclectic pedago­
gies to attract children to enrol and 
rem ain in school. Many children  
whose families migrated from rural 
areas in search o f work arrive in the 
city with a kn ow led ge o f  native  
plants, but they are losing it fast. An 
A r a m b h  v o l u n t e e r ,  V i ja y a  
Chakravarty, a landscape designer 
and doctoral student at M um bai 
University, where she is researching 
children and environm ent, intro­
duces gardening, edible landscaping, 
medicinal plants and garden-based 
science projects into the curriculum. 
She has used GEL materials and con­
sulted with C EL , adapting CEL’s 
ideas for combining gardening and 
cookin g  classes to A ram bh . “ My 
interest in teaching children garden­
ing is to bring back the joy o f nature 
into their lives,” says Chakravarty. “ It 
is difficult for children to live in a 
concrete ju ngle  with no access to 
greenery. For them to be with plants 
is a catharsis.”
Arambh do Ms Shobha Murthy, Gitan- 
jali Bldg., Sector 17, Vashi, New Mum­
bai, India 400703. •
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E C O L I T E R A C Y :  D A V I D  W.  O R R

T H E  L E A R N IN G  CURVE
All education is environmental education.

T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
discovery o f the past two 
centuries is that we are 
j o i n e d  in o n e  fr a g i  1 e 

e x p e r im e n t , v u ln e ra b le  to bad  
judgement, shortsightedness, greed 
and m alice. T h o u g h  divided  by 
nation, tribe, religion, ethnicity, lan­
guage, culture and politics, we are 
c o -m e m b e r s  o f  on e  e n te r p r ise  
stretching back through time beyond 
m em ory, but forward no further  
than our ability to recognise that we 
are, as Aldo Leopold once put it, 
plain members and citizens o f the 
biotic community.

This awareness carries both an 
imperative and a possibility. The  
imperative is simply that we ought to 
pay full and close attention to the 
ecological conditions and prerequi­
sites that sustain all life. Because we 
seldom  know how human actions 
affect ecosystems or the biosphere, 
we have every reason to act with 
informed precaution. And, because 
of the scale and momentum o f the 
human presence on Earth, it is utter 
foolishness to assert otherwise.

There is also the possibility that in 
the long gestation of humankind we 
acquired an affinity for life, Earth, 
forests, water, soils and place: what 
E. O. Wilson calls “biophilia”. That is 
more than a defensible hypothesis —  
it is the best hope for our future. For 
real hope, as distinguished from  
wishful thinking, we should first look, 
not to our technological cleverness or 
abstractions about progress o f one 
kind or another, but rather to the 
extent and depth of our affections, 
which set boundaries to what we do 
and direct our intelligence to better 
or worse possibilities. The possibility 
of affection for our children, place, 
posterity and life is in all o f us. It is 
part o f our evolutionary heritage. It 
is embedded in all o f our best reli­
gious teachings. And it is now a mat­
ter o f simple self-interest that we 
come to realise the full extent o f the

obligations that arise from an alert, 
thorough and far-sighted affection.

Perhaps biophilia helps to explain 
the rise o f something that is begin­
ning to look a great deal like a 
worldwide ecological enlightenment. 
The global transition to wind and 
solar energy systems has begun in 
earnest. Sustainable agriculture and 
forestry are gaining ground. The art 
and science of energy-efficient build­
ing are flourishing. The possibilities 
for transforming manufacturing and 
technology to mimic natural systems 
are revolutionary. T h e science o f  
ecological healing and restoration  
has made significant progress.

The most exciting career oppor­
tunities that I know add the word 
‘ e n v ir o n m e n t ’ to fields such as 
design, planning, medicine, business, 
law, journalism, education, agricul­
ture and development. Small non­
governmental organisations such as 
the Rocky Mountain Institute, the 
Center for Ecoliteracy, Schumacher 
College, Ecotrust, the Jane Goodall 
Center and Ocean Arks are influen­
tial worldwide. The internet is open­
ing new possibilities for citizens o f  
the w orld to co -o p erate , spread  
id e a s , a n d  h o ld  g o v e r n m e n ts  
accountable. Still, I think H. G. Wells 
had it right when he said that we are 
in a race between education and  
catastrophe. This race will be decid­
ed in all o f the places, including  
classroom s, that foster ecological 
imagination, critical thinking, aware­
ness o f  connections, independent 
thought, and good heart.

For its part environmental educa­
tion is becoming well established in 
nonprofit organisations, public agen­
cies, schools, colleges and universi­
ties. T h e  w ords ‘ en v iro n m en ta l  
education’ , however, imply education 
about the environment, just another 
course or two, a curricular outbuild­
ing to the big h ou se  o f  fo rm a l  
schooling where the really important 
things go on. But we will have to aim

toward a deeper transformation o f  
the substance, process and scope of  
education at all levels. I'he title o f  
my 1992 hook, Ecological Literacy, 
identifies that goal, which is built on 
the recognition that

1. T h e  disorder o f  ecosystems 
reflects a prior disorder o f  
mind, making it a central con­
cern to those institutions that 
purport to improve minds. In 
other words, the ecological cri­
sis is in every way a crisis o f  
education.

2. The problem, as Wes Jackson 
once said of agriculture, is one 
o f  education, not m erely in 
education.

3. All education is environmental 
education ... by what is includ­
ed or excluded we teach the 
young that they are part of, or 
apart from, the natural world.

4. The goal is not just mastery of  
subject matter but making con­
nections between head, hand, 
heart, and cultivation o f the 
capacity to discern systems —  
what G regory Bateson once  
called “ the pattern that con­
nects” .

An ecologically literate person  
would have at least a basic compre­
hension of ecology, human ecology 
and the concepts o f sustainability, as 
well as the w herew ithal to solve 
problems. Taken to its logical conclu­
sion, the goal o f making all o f our 
students ecologically literate would 
restore the idea that education is first 
and foremost a large conversation 
with technical aspects, not merely a 
technical subject. Whatever the state 
o f our pedagogical research, the life 
of the mind is and will remain a mys­
terious and serendipitous process 
only somewhat influenced by formal 
instruction (sometimes to no good  
effect). As a large conversation, we 
would restore to the subject o f edu­
cation the im portance that every
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g re a t p h ilo s o p h e r , fro m  P lato, 
through Rousseau, to Dewey and 
W hitehead, assigned to it. Educa­
tion, as they knew, had to do with 
the timeless question o f how we are 
to live. And in our time the great 
question is how we will live in light of 
the ecological fact that we are bound 
together in the community o f life, 
one and indivisible, now threatened 
by human numbers and carelessness.

T H E R E  A R E  F O U R  conclusions to be 
drawn. First, if ecological education 
is confined to schools that function 
like islands within a larger sea o f eco­
logical ruin —  m alls, highw ays, 
urban blight, rural slums, and pollu­
tion —  they will eventually fail to 
transform anything. To be effective, 
education must engage the wider 
society. Second, non-governmental 
organisations, schools, colleges and 
universities can be catalysts to a 
wider transformation of the culture 
and society, all the more so because 
o f the dereliction o f governments 
and business. Third, if they are to be 
transformative, the educational envi­
ronm ent, campus and curriculum  
must themselves be transformed to 
reflect ecological realities. Fourth, 
the goal o f ecological literacy is not a 
passive kind o f literacy to be con­
fused with reading, as important as 
that is, but rather the active cultiva­
tion o f ecological intelligence, imagi­
nation and competence, which is to 
say design intelligence.

A  w ord  ab ou t the th ird  and  
fourth  poin ts: T h o reau  went to 
Walden, he said, in order to drive 
some o f the problems o f living into a 
corner where he could study them. 
In like manner, might it be possible 
to drive some o f the problems o f sus­
tainability confronting the rising 
generation into a setting such as the 
school or university, and to render 
th e m  in to  c o u r s e s , c u r r ic u la ,  
research, and eventually solutions? 
For example, beginning in 1995 I 
organised an effort with students, 
faculty and members o f the public to 
design and build an environmental 
studies centre at Oberlin College. 
Students met in thirteen planning 
sessions and thereafter with a group 
o f architects and designers to devel­
op the concepts finally embodied in 
the Adam Joseph Lewis Center. The 
goals they selected for the project 
included energy efficiency, use o f 
solar energy, waste-water recycling, 
elimination of toxic materials, and a 
building that would learn over time

while functioning as a microcosm in 
which to study some o f the chal­
lenges o f building sustainability at a 
community scale. These also became 
central to the educational mission 
that evolved from the project.

The result is a building and land­
scape that have become a laboratory 
for the study o f ecologically engi­
neered solutions for waste water, 
solar energy, ecological restoration, 
ecological design, data gathering, 
analysis and display, landscape man­
agement and horticulture, and the

If eco log ica l 
e d u c a t io n  is 

c o n f in ed  t o  sc h o o ls  
t h a t  fu n c tio n  like 

islands w ith in  a la rg e r  
s e a  o f  eco log ical 

ruin, th e y  will 
even tua lly  fail t o  

t r a n s f o rm  anything.

art o f communicating these things to 
the wider public. But these subjects 
require mastery o f skills different 
from  those required to build an 
industrial society. W e ’ ve aim ed , 
accordingly, to foster in our students 
the specific capacities to appraise 
costs on a life-cycle basis, analyse 
whole systems, and master new tools 
such as geographic information sys­
tems, as well as the practical skills 
required to harvest sunshine, grow 
food, design buildings, restore land­
scapes, and initiate change.

The Lewis Center, in turn, was 
instrumental in catalysing the forma­
tion o f the Cleveland Green Building 
Coalition, a seventy-five-acre com ­
munity-supported farm, a $13 mil­
lion building project in downtown 
Oberlin organised by three recent 
graduates, and a new company con­
sisting of three students and one fac­

ulty member focused on commercial­
ising the art and science o f the analy­
sis and display o f data such as the 
energy perform ance o f buildings. 
The Lewis Center was also instru­
m e n ta l in e n c o u r a g in g  c o lle g e  
trustees to adopt a comprehensive 
environmental policy for the college 
that includes the goal o f becoming 
climatically neutral. In other words, 
the building was a means to the larg­
er ends o f improving ecological com­
petence and ecological design skills, 
and initiating real changes.

T H E  C H A L L E N G E  T O  us as educators 
is to equip our students with the 
practical skills, analytic abilities, 
p h ilo so p h ic a l d ep th  and m oral 
wherewithal to remake the human 
presence in the w orld . In short 
order, as history m easures these 
things, they must replace the extrac­
tive economy with one that functions 
on current sunlight, eliminates the 
concept o f waste, uses energy and 
materials with great efficiency, and 
distributes wealth fairly within and 
between generations. We will have to 
recast the systems by which we provi­
sion ourselves with food, energy, 
water, materials and livelihood, and 
by which we handle our wastes. 
These, in turn, imply the need to 
design organisations that are capable 
o f ecological design. The particular 
skills o f ecological design necessary 
to a future that is sustainable and 
spiritually sustaining are in turn 
means to a still larger end of foster­
ing hope in a world o f  grow ing  
despair and anger, and its offspring, 
terrorism, whether by individuals, 
organisations, or governments.

A  headline in the Science section 
o f The New York Times dated 16th 
M arch 2 0 0 4  read “ Side by Side, 
Palestinians and Israelis Repair a 
Ruined River.” Im agine that! To 
comprehend the ecology of a river 
and the human systems that impact 
it requires ecological intelligence 
em erging across the conventional 
boundaries o f disciplines. For Israelis 
and Palestinians to join together in 
an endeavour to heal across the 
chasm rent by hatred, fear and vio­
lence is a still larger design challenge 
having to do with the connections 
between human ecology, natural sys­
tems, and the possibilities o f forgive­
ness and redem ption . Ecological 
design aims toward this kind o f heal­
ing in the awareness that health, 
healing, wholeness and holy are one 
and indivisible. •
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G L O B A L  
E D U C A T I O N :  
D A V I D  S E L B Y

E D U C A T O R S  W I T H  tran s­
formative purpose, whether 
they call themselves envi­
ronmental, global or holistic 

educators, generally characterise  
their work as rooted in a countercul­
ture to mechanism and reduction- 
ism.

They reject a hegemonic Western 
worldview that locates mind within 
the human brain (and thus relegates 
body) and that arrogates mind solely 
to hum ans (denying the intrinsic 
moral status o f other-than-hum an  
life  fo r m s  w h ic h , as m in d le s s  
machines, we allow ourselves unfet­
tered licence to exploit).

They critique that same world­
view for its ‘distance, divide and 
d o m in a te ’ c o m p u ls io n . H u m an  
beings, distinct from  everything  
around them, can understand the 
world through analysing things into 
their separate component parts and, 
through the process o f reduction, 
achieve control and domination.

Located within the classroom, the 
compulsion hourly manifests itself in 
innumerable ways. Learning about a 
(lower in the science curriculum  
focuses upon naming and identifying 
its separate parts and their respec­
tive functions. Knowing the whole 
flower is ignored. Flower as cultural 
and religious icon, flower as revolu­
tionary symbol, the flower within its 
ecosystem, the smell, taste and feel of 
flowers, the poetry o f flowers, flower 
as source o f well-being and harmony, 
flowers in their personal life mean­
ings: all this is forgotten. To consider 
such I lungs would be to sacrifice sci­
ence to the interdisciplinary and, 
through the intrusion o f the person­
al, to divorce learning from  the 
unquestioned objectivity that dis­
tance brings.

More broadly, these educators see 
school as engine houses o f mecha­
nism. Gregory Bateson asks, “Why 
do schools teach almost nothing of

D A N C I N G  
E A R T H
Radical interconnectedness and its implications for 
sustainability education.

Common hawker emerges from its nymph p h o t o g r a p h : d a v i d  b a k e r
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the pattern that connects?” A  reduc­
tionist mindset finds expression in 
the division o f arts and sciences; sep­
arate su bject d isc ip lin es ; grade  
apartheid; individualised learning; 
the setting-down o f strict and specif­
ic learning objectives to be perform­
ance tested with no allowance for 
unexpected or spontaneous insights 
arising from the learning experience 
(“first fire the arrow; whatever it hits, 
that’s the target”); the strict delin­
eation o f who is the teacher and who 
is the learner; and the arm’s-length 
relationship between the school and 
the world beyond the school gate. 
Such is the inhospitable environment 
into which transformative educators 
have struggled to introduce curricu­
la, teaching materials, and learning 
experiences built upon the concepts 
o f inter-human and human-nature 
interconnectedness, interdepend­
ence, interrelationship and justice. 
Seed scattered on largely stony  
ground.

T H E IR  V A LIA N T  E F F O R T S  have been 
inform ed by the m etaphor o f  the 
web (w hich they set against the 
metaphor o f building-block or bil­
liard ball employed to capture the 
essence o f mechanism). Understood 
d y n a m ic a lly , the web ca p tu res  
insights drawn from ecological and 
quantum science. Everything is in 
dynamic relationship with every­
thing else. N oth ing  can be fully 
understood save in relationship to 
everything else. Identity is multi­
faceted and includes significant near- 
and-far contextual elements. What 
happens somewhere will impact to a 
greater or lesser extent elsewhere, 
even everywhere. Local and global 
are dynam ically  nested entities. 
Global issues, such as environment, 
developm en t, health, peace, and 
social justice, are interconnected. 
Past, present and future are entan­
gled and, hence, co-creating and co- 
evolving elements o f time.

Life conceived o f  as web, they 
a rg u e , is vital i f  le a rn in g  p r o ­
grammes, processes and contexts are 
to foment real understanding and 
mindfulness o f the complex interac­
tion s b etw een  e le m e n ts  w ithin  
ecosystems, between human devel­
opment and the environment, and 
between entities in the human world 
(individuals, communities, nations, 
civic organisations). Unless the con­
cept o f connection infuses both the 
fo re g ro u n d  and b a ck g rou n d  o f  
learning communities, the transfor­

mative purpose is unlikely to be 
realised.

T h e  p u r p o s e  h e re  is n ot to  
debunk the web metaphor. Rather, it 
is to suggest that il has limitations 
for evoking transformative Earth 
consciousness and behaviours. I f  we 
see the mechanistic world o f division 
into separate things as o f strictly lim­
ited usefulness (useful for mending 
cars but not for u n d ersta n d in g  
nature); if we see the web as a pow­
erfully evocative metaphor, o f wider 
sway and significance, for under­
standing the dynamic and intercon­
nected nature o f the world, I would 
like to propose dance (of the free­
form variety) as a metaphor for the 
way we need to conceive o f  the 
world at a deeper and third level of 
presence.

The overt and covert agenda of 
curricula offerings predicated upon 
the web o f relationship is that the 
entities depicted remain, in the final 
analysis, primary, solid and separate 
(even though interconnected). For 
this reason, there is residual reduc- 
tionism in world conceived as web. 
At the deep level o f presence, entities 
are not primary, solid, or separate. 
T he relationship becomes primary 
and the entity itself is a secondary 
manifestation.

As physicist David Bohm suggests, 
there is a world o f “unbroken whole­
ness” underlying the world o f sepa­
ra te  th in g s  a n d  th e  w o r ld  o f  
in te r c o n n e c t io n s . B io p h y sic is t  
Harold Morowitz uses the image o f a 
vortex to convey very m uch the 
same thing. “Consider a vortex in a 
stream o f flowing water. The vortex 
is a structure made of an ever-chang­
ing group o f  water m olecules. It 
does not exist in the classical West­
ern sense; it exists only because o f  
the flow  o f  w ater th ro u g h  the  
stream. If the flow ceases the vortex 
disappears.”

All entities, including ourselves, 
are at one level o f presence, flow­
through: momentary configurations 
o f energy or local perturbations in 
the total energy field. Bohm writes o f 
the “explicate order” o f relatively 
separate things. Behind this level 
there is an “ im plicate o rd e r” in 
which everything is enfolded within 
everything else. Entities emerge into 
the explicate order, become mani­
fest, only to re-submerge into the 
implicate order o f being (which at 
one level o f  presence they have 
never left). We are ephemeral mani­
festations o f a fertile no-thing-ness

from which all things emerge and to 
which all return.

At the third level o f  presence, 
where the web m etaphor becomes 
unsatisfactory, we need to consider 
things as expressions o f the dynamic 
unfolding, the being and becoming, 
o f the whole. We need to see entities 
—  ourselves, non-hum an animals, 
rocks, nation-states, political group­
ings —  not first and forem ost as 
objects but primarily as processes or 
dances. Phenomena (people, other- 
than-human life forms, places, coun­
tries) at this level are co-evolving  
manifestations o f a multi-level and 
multi-dimensional dance of ultimate­
ly indistinguishable internal and  
external relationships. For the trans­
formative educator, the key concepts 
at this level o f presence, the level of 
radical in te rc o n n e cte d n e ss , are 
em b e d d e d n e ss , e n fo ld m e n t and  
interpenetration.

Radical interconnectedness helps 
us to shake off further vestiges o f 
mechanism. For instance, it helps us 
to recall that the word individual has 
become distorted in modern times to 
denote she or he who is separate. It 
originally meant ‘a person undivided 
from the whole’ , a meaning arising 
from  an in tu itive  and spiritu al 
understanding that richness and  
uniqueness derive from deep con­
nectivity: that the more profoundly 
connected we are with the Earth and 
with each other then paradoxically 
the more we become special, distinct 
and ultimately unknowable. Deeper 
connectedness< > d e e p e r  mystery. 
D eep er co n n ected n ess<  > d e e p e r  
awe. It follows that, informed by the 
m etaphor o f dance, our bounded  
conception of self undergoes a radical 
shift so we are in new and revitalising 
ways in the world and the world in 
us. In teriorityo  Exteriority.

W H A T  A R E  T H E  principal implica­
tions for education for sustainability? 
First, we need to question whether, 
in its eminently justifiable focus on 
critical thinking about the world out 
there, education for sustainability 
has given sufficient profile to interi- 
ority (inner journeying) and has, 
thus, to some degree colluded with 
m echanism  by im plying that the 
inner self is outside the universe. 
T h ro u g h  ap p rop riate  focus and  
methodologies, we need to enable 
those in our learning communities to 
know and experience the three lev­
els at one and the same time: the dis­
crete self, the relational self and the
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This and next page show aerial photographs of Owens Lake, the site of a formerly 200-squure-mile lake in California which was diverted to 
bring water to Los Angeles. The lake has been depleted since 1926 exposing vast mineral flats. For decades, fierce winds have dislodged 
microscopic particles from the lake-bed, creating carcinogenic dust storms. The lake-bed has become the highest source of particulate matter 
pollution in the US. The concentration of minerals in the remaining water is so artificially high that blooms of microscopic bacteria occu r, 
turning the liquid a deep red. From The Lake Project by David Maisel (Nazraeli Press, 2004).

dancing self. Mainstream education 
is good at the first, weak at the sec­
ond, and blind to the third.

To counter this imbalance, educa­
tion for sustainability has to involve 
working with relational m odes of 
knowing that address our inner con­
nectivities o f body, mind, emotions 
and spirit, and our deep connectivi­
ties with each other and nature. This 
would mean introducing new ways 
of enabling learners to explore their 
inner ecology, to cultivate attune-

m ent to their sen ses and body  
rhythms and, thus, to develop an 
em bodied relationship to nature. 
Contemplative and therapeutic art, 
chant, dance, deep breathing exer­
cises, yoga, meditation, relaxation, 
peer reflexology should all feature 
significantly in sustainable education. 
Such ways will clear the clutter o f 
explicate reality, limit thought, bring 
together the physical, mental, em o­
tional and spiritual aspects ol our 
b ein g, and open channels to an

oceanic awareness o f the oneness o f 
everything. Such m odalities also 
speak to m in d fu l, still and slow  
learning as a counterbalance to the 
packaged rush and tread m ill o f  
transm issional learn ing  and the 
often hurried quality o f much pro­
gressive learner-centred learning. 
Slow learning also better allows for 
attunem ent to nature. As G erry  
M ander points out, “T h e natural 
world is really slow. Save for the wav­
ing of trees in the wind, or the occa­
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sional anim al m ovem en t, things  
barely happen at all. To experience 
nature, to feel its subtleties, requires 
hum an perceptual ability that is 
capable o f slowness.”

Secondly, the radical intercon­
nectedness o f the dance calls upon 
sustainability educators to embrace 
multidimensional ways of knowing. 
Many educators o f transformative 
purpose have been to the fore in try­
ing to move learning away from an 
overemphasis upon reason, thought 
a n d  a n a ly s is . In s p ir e d  by the  
m etaphor o f  the web, they have 
called for intuition, synthesis, mutual 
sharing o f subjectivities, and rela­
tional sensibility to be accepted as 
equally valid ways o f knowing. But, 
perhaps to ensure a continued pres­
ence within the congresses o f mecha­
nism , they have not necessarily  
pushed these ideas with the convic­
tion they might have brought to 
bear. The dance metaphor calls for a 
thorough reclaim ing o f  em otion, 
subjectivity, bodily sensibility, intu­
ition, empathy, caring and compas­
s io n , lo v e , a n d  r e la t io n a l and  
spiritu al sensibility as m eans o f  
knowing.

Thirdly, and last, the radical inter­
connectedness o f the dance calls for 
a biocentric wisdom and humility 
that are both accepting and mindful 
o f flux, instability, unpredictability 
and uncertainty. A  free-form dance 
can take surprising, even startling, 
turns. Sustainability, on the other 
hand, seems to have inherited the 
‘steady state’ or stability disposition 
that has marked mainstream ecologi­
cal thinking from the outset. Ecosys­
tems have been viewed as essentially 
ord erly , w altz-lik e , m irrorin g  a 
purring well-oiled machine. Hand in 
glove with this conception is the 
implicit assum ption that humans 
have the capacity and understanding 
to steer social and economic develop­
ment along the safe side o f the limits 
o f nature. The pack o f cards collaps­
es, however, if we take on board 
more recent ecological thinking that 
nature is inherently disorderly and 
liable to bouts o f disturbance and 
chaotic turbulence; if we dare to 
restore the wild to nature.

Ilya Prigogine asks us to think of 
the pendulum. If we agitate a pen­
dulum , we can predict that it will 
move inexorably towards minimal 
then no swing with its centre o f grav­
ity as low as possible. But what, he 
asks, if we turn the pendulum on its 
head? It is difficult to predict what

will follow. Fluctuating forces may 
make it fall to left or right, become 
entangled or even break. The out­
com e is difficult to control. T h e  
notion o f the upturned pendulum, 
Prigogine avers, has been “ ideologi­
cally suppressed” in that its message 
o f instability is inconvenient for a 
culture that seeks to dominate and 
exploit nature. He writes: “ In a 
deterministic world nature is con­
trollable, it is an inert object suscepti­
ble to our will. If nature contains 
instability as an essential element, we 
must respect it, for we cannot pre­
dict what will happen.” There is a 
dose connection between embracing

instability and cultivating a sense of  
awe, wonder and reverence.

S u sta in ab ility , th e n , has not 
shrugged o ff mechanism. Its ‘busi­
ness as usual’ paradigm, so attractive 
to governm ent and the corporate 
sector, especially when put forward 
as ‘sustainable development’ , is less 
than embracing o f the dance o f the 
world, so vital for deep transforma­
tion. T h e suggestion here is that 
recipes for education for sustainabili­
ty, however admirable, should be 
diced with a goodly sprinkling of 
education for ephemerality, educa­
tion for elusiveness, and education 
for ineffability. •

2 4  Resurgence No. 226 September/October 2004



A  S E N S E  O F  

A D V E N T U R E

E A R T H  E D U C A T I O N :  
A L A N  D Y E R

The role of adults is to be 
Enchanters, not Enforcers.

It is the Child that sees the primordial 
Secret in Nature 

and it is the child in ourselves that we 
return to.

The child within us is simple and daring 
enough to live the Secret.

-  Chuang Tzu

I  AM BY NATURE a happy per­
son, an enthusiast, an optimist 
and an activist. So why am I 
fee lin g  that my optim ism  is 

foundering as I write this article?
I spend lots o f time sharing (he 

wonders o f the natural world with 
children and ‘grown-ups’ o f all ages 
—  exploring, wondering, getting wet 
and dirty, and dissolving in ecstasy 
and laughter.

So why do 1 not feel ecstatic now? 
There is so much to celebrate, so 
much to see and do, so much to 
share... So what is the source o f my 
discontent?

Let’s go back a little.
I have for m any years taken  

Rachel Carson’s ‘The Sense o f W on­
d er ’ as the words that guide my 
teaching:

If I had iniluence with the good 
fairy who is supposed to preside 
over the christening o f all child­
ren, I should ask that her gift to 
each child in the world be a sense 
of wonder so indestructible that it 
would last throughout life, as an 
unfailing antidote against the 
boredom and disenchantments o f 
later years, the sterile preoccupa­
tion with things that are artificial, 
the alienation from the sources o f 
our strength.

If a child is to keep alive his 
inborn sense o f wonder without 
any such gifts from the fairies, he 
needs the companionship o f at 
least one adult who can share it, 
rediscovering with him the joy, 
excitem ent and mystery o f the 
world we live in. Parents often 
have a sense o f inadequacy when 
confronted on the one hand with 
the eager, sensitive mind o f a child

and on the other with a world of 
complex physical nature, inhabit­
ed by a life so various and unfamil­
iar that it seems hopeless to reduce 
it to order and knowledge ...

I sincerely believe that for the 
child, and for the parent seeking 
to guide him, it is not so impor­
tant to know as to feel. I f facts are 
the seeds that later  p ro d u c e  
knowledge and wisdom, then the 
emotions and the impressions o f 
the senses are the fertile soil in 
which the seeds must grow ...

R achel’s sem inal essay —  first 
published in July 1956 in Woman’s 
Home Companion u n d er the title  
‘ H elp  Your Child to W o n d e r ’ —  
holds the clue to my current discon­
tent. It emphasises (lie need for the 
adult to share the experience, at the 
child’s level and with a childlike atti­
tude: a sense o f discovery, adventure 
and enjoyment.

So here we have the heart o f the 
problem —  Adults, Grown-ups, Big 
P eo p le ! I h ear so m any a d u lts  
lam en tin g  that tod ay ’ s ch ildren  
watch too much TV, are seduced by 
computer games, grow up too early, 
are overweight, take no exercise, are 
rude, aggressive, never go out to 
play like we used to, e tc .... 1 hear 
very little from them about what they 
can do about it —  and I see a dis­
turbingly low number o f good role 
models.

There was a great little book pub­
lished in the 1980s called 50 Simple 
Things Kids Can Do to Save the Earth, 
filled with appropriate activities —  
but the title says much about our 
ab rogation  o f  responsibility . O f  
course we want our children to be 
aware o f the need to live lightly, and 
they need our help and guidance, 
but it’s not really their job to save the 
planet —  that’s our work! It is we 
who have messed up the world and 
it is we who should take responsibili­
ty for it. How about renaming it 50 
Things Children Can Do to Make Adults 
Realise There May he a Belter Way?

Children the world over have a right 
to a childhood filled with beauty, joy, 
adventure and companionship. They 
will grow towards ecological literacy 
if the soil they are nurtured in is rich 
with ex p erien c e , love and good  
examples.

SO WHY ARE the adults imprisoning 
our children? W hy are they wrap­
ping them in cotton wool and not 
letting them explore their bound­
aries and limitations? Why are they 
using them to exploit a litigant cul­
ture which can generate huge sums 
in compensation? Is the explanation 
as simple as money? Is it a growing 
abrogation o f responsibility to teach­
ers, carers and providers o f experi­
ence who are paid for just like any 
other consumer commodity? I have 
just read an article in The Guardian 
saying that riding schools are likely 
to close because they cannot afford 
the huge insurance premiums now 
that so many parents are suing for 
negligence when their child falls. I 
thought you weren’t a rider until 
you had fallen o ff seven times! Yes, 
horse riding is risky; so is crossing 
the road. What is wrong with taking 
risks and exploring your limitations?

We are coming close to an issue 
that is difficult to discuss —  o f course 
we want to protect our children from 
harm: we don’t want them hurt. But 
the media will pounce on any inci­
d e n t , le a v in g  p e o p le  w ith the  
im pression that these things are 
more common than is perhaps the 
case, and an escalation o f protection 
is (lie result. As som eone who is 
‘responsible’ for groups and has a 
‘higher duty o f care’ , as our legal 
friends would have it, 1 have to plan 
and prepare carefully, fill in a moun­
tain o f risk-assessment forms and be 
trained in first aid. 1 have no prob­
lem with this (apart from a dislike o f  
forms!) because ensuring that chil­
dren are safe and that health and 
safety rules are complied with is part 
o f being a responsible adult.

But where do we draw the line so 
that the excitement and adventure
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In their element

are not lost? Do we make it so safe it 
becomes boring? Do we want chil­
dren in a sterile environment where 
they will forego the pleasure o f get­
ting dirty and therefore gain no 
immunity to disease? Do we want 
them afraid o f every man in case he 
is a paedophile, afraid o f every cam­
era in case their image is used for 
some unimaginable purpose? Should 
children be closely supervised by an 
adult every m in ute o f  the day? 
(Sorry, two adults —  just in case one 
should do something inappropriate!)

Enough o f this! What can we do, 
we responsible adults? We can fight 
back by being those good examples, 
being heroic role models and shar­
ing adventures with our children, 
grandchildren and those in our care. 
We owe them the time and the use of 
our wisdom and experience. And we 
promise to keep them safe (even if 
they do fall out o f a tree now and 
again).

Our recent book, Let Your Children 
Go Back to Nature, aims to provide 
the tools to enable adults, be they 
parents or teachers, to take on the 
r o le  o f  g u a r d ia n  e ld e r s  —  or

‘Enchanters’ , as we prefer to call 
them, for our aim is to re-enchant 
our land in the imagination o f child­
ren: to give young Adventurers the 
opportunity to enter the magical and 
perilous worlds o f  Nature, L and­
scape and M yth, and to becom e  
transformed by the experience. But 
first we must consider the back­
ground to childhood: the archetypal 
innocent and potential hero. Edith 
Cobb wrote:

The study of the child in nature, 
culture and society reveals that 
there is a special period, the little- 
understood, prepubertal, halcyon 
middle age o f childhood, approx­
imately from five or six to eleven 
or twelve —  between the strivings 
o f animal infancy and the storms 
o f adolescence —  when the natu­
ral world is experienced in some 
highly evocative way, producing  
in the child a sense o f some pro­
found continuity with natural 
processes and presenting overt 
evidence o f a biological basis o f  
intuition.

In archaic Greece, as in most tra­

ditional societies, it was the custom 
to subject young boys to a period of 
training, testing and questing in the 
wilderness. T here are indications 
that this started when they were 
about nine, though Achilles began at 
six. The boys were taken from their 
m other’s protective care to spend  
their time exploring and getting to 
know the countryside and its flora 
and fauna, playing hunting games, 
taking part in races and other sports, 
and fighting mock battles, with the 
training culminating in a challenging 
adventure. In M inoan Crete this 
process lasted two months, probably 
finishing at Midsummer.

Selected Greek girls o f the same 
age were transform ed into arktoi 
( ‘ S h e-b ears ’j ,  and they follow ed  
Artemis, goddess and ‘Lady of the 
W ild Things’ , into the wild woods 
and hills for a similar form o f initia­
tion. This experience usually took 
place in forest surroundings where 
the children could learn to master 
their fears, develop new skills, and 
discover self-reliance. They faced a 
se r ie s  o f  h a z a rd s  a 11 cl stra  11 ge  
encounters prepared by their elders
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who would act as guides, guardians 
and challengers.

Throughout the ages in all tradi­
tional societies the latter would sit 
them around a fire at twilight and 
recount the myths, legends and won- 
der-tales o f the tribe: stories in which 
a hero or a heroine enters a Dark 
Forest and overcomes fearsome foes 
—  wily dragons, threatening ogres, 
malevolent witches, or evil knights. In 
the stories they learned that the forest 
is a place o f challenge, discovery, 
transformation and shelter, which 
provides the brave and virtuous with 
unexpected help, often in the form of 
magical animals who reward kindness 
with rescue from dangers.

This story-telling was an essential 
preliminary, offering warnings and 
helpful advice to the apprehensive 
novices about to embark on their 
first great adventure in life. Children 
today have few opportu n ities to 
adventure in the wild: the play­
grounds which may be some child­
r e n ’ s o n ly  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  
‘outdoors’ can be sterile and vegeta­
tion-free —  no place for nests, dens, 
tree houses or tunnels. I f ‘wildwood’

is nearby, it is often carefully protect­
ed as a nature reserve, in private 
hands with no access or in some  
other way off limits to adventurous 
children. So this is where they need 
the help o f us grown-ups —  to help 
them discover the hidden yet accessi­
ble places.

W ith a few notable exceptions  
around the country most children on 
educational visits to the countryside 
today make contact with nature only 
as detached observers, often insulat­
ed from I he elements by cagoules, 
jeans and wellies, and armed with 
clipboards and questionnaires, so 
they have no opportunity to become 
physically and emotionally integrat­
ed with it. This is unfortunate, for 
while many children worry about the 
destruction that people are inflicting 
on the environm ent and wildlife, 
they, like the perpetrators, have been 
deprived o f  intimate contact with 
nature and at best only understand 
its processes in theory.

Yet when children, both boys and 
girls, from  about six or seven to 
twelve or thirteen, whether from  
inner city or suburbia, from privi­

leged or deprived backgrounds, are 
taken on a Dragon Quest, Sharing 
Nature, Earth Education or other 
wildwood adventure, they quickly 
forget their modern cultural condi­
tioning and return to the primordial 
state o f their distant ancestors: the 
thin veneer o f civilisation falls away, 
and they exult in a new sense o f free­
dom and wonder in the face o f the 
beauty and mystery o f the natural 
world. And, given the opportunity, 
they return again and again: the 
spirit o f the forest has entered their 
sou ls and im a g in a tio n s . It has 
become precious to them and they 
yearn to be at one with it. Ultimately 
some at least may be permanently 
changed by the experience.

Don’t think this is a difficult or 
potentially disruptive situation for 
the parent or teacher —  in our long 
experience, adults invariably have at 
least as much fun and as many mov­
ing experiences as the children! Per­
haps fo r  m any a d u lts  it fu lfils  
something missed from their own 
childhood.... Ah-ha! Maybe I have 
come full circle and found the root 
o f my unease with adults! •
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E P I S T E M O L O G Y :  M A R Y  T A S K E R

L IS T E N IN G  C U L T U R E
W h a t  can  schoo ls  d o  to  d e v e lo p  a n e w  th e o ry  o f  k n o w le d g e ?

SC H O O L S  A R E  O N  the receiv­
ing end o f the effects o f gov­
ernment hypocrisy, corporate 
intervention and apparent 

public apathy. In the U K , the cen­
trally imposed National Curriculum  
has no ‘subject’ entitled Environ­
mental Education or Ecoliteracy —  
these are aspects added on to the 
Science or Geography programmes 
o f study. The Times Educational Sup­
plement in its weekly jo b s  pages  
(which now have to be weighed by 
new sagents because they are so 
heavy) makes no mention at all o f  
teaching posts for Environmental 
Education. Many schools have been 
driven into the arms o f  corporate 
interests because o f financial deficits 
and as part o f  the G overnm ent’s 
drive towards Public Private Funding 
Initiatives. Companies like Tesco and 
M cD onald ’s claim to help schools 
with computers and reading materi­
als but their motives are mixed, to 
say the least. They are rather more 
concerned with creating ‘brand loy­
alty’ than with environm entalism. 
Rudolf Bahro, the German political 
theorist and environmentalist, called 
industry’s ‘concern’ with environ­
mentalism ‘greening the teeth o f the 
dragon’ -—  we now know it as ‘green- 
w ash ’ . W h ile  m any p aren ts are 
deeply concerned with their chil­
dren ’s futures in a world that is 
increasingly environmentally com ­
promised, and while growing num­
bers o f  students want to ‘save the 
planet’ , they come up against seem­
ingly immutable barriers in the way 
o f achieving this.

T h e  fu n d a m en ta l but largely  
u n ack n ow led ged  reason for the 
blocking o f environmental education 
in schools, and indeed for many of 
education’s current ills, is epistemo- 
logical. It arises from our view of 
knowledge —  the nature o f knowl­
edge, how we justify our claims to 
know, and the limits o f such claims. 
At the present time the school cur­
riculum is grounded in ‘the subject

The dominance of traditional subject 
knowledge in schools can be seen as a legacy 

of the eighteenth-century conception of 
knowledge

P H O T O G R A P H : P O P P E R F O T O

disciplines’ and conveys to the learn­
er the message that knowledge is 
encapsulated in the separate pack­
ages o f science, mathematics, history, 
and so on. The disciplines provide 
the means whereby the learner will 
be initiated into worthwhile forms of 
life that are essentially rational. The  
intellectual skills o f analysing, classi­
fying, predicting and assessing are 
highly d ev elop e d  and are m ore  
highly valued than the imaginative, 
intuitive and empathetic abilities of 
the learner.

W h en  this particu lar view o f  
know ledge, known as the liberal 
ration alist p a rad igm , was at its 
height in the 1960s there was contro­
versy over how many disciplines 
there were: was geography a disci­
pline, for example, or what was dis­
tinctive about religious education? 
Philosophers o f education debated 
the specific concepts and modes of  
enquiry that pertained to each disci­
pline. Today there is no longer any 
debate even at the academic nit-pick­
ing level o f the last century. The sub- 
je c ts  are a c c e p te d  as the co re

educational experience and have 
been packaged into instructional 
materials for delivery in the class­
room.

W here does this view o f knowl­
edge come from, and how suitable is 
it for the twenty-first century? These 
are the questions that should be 
asked not just by professional educa­
tors but by every concerned parent 
and by every intelligent student. The 
answers we might give affect us all.

T H E  D O M I N A N C E  O F  traditional 
subject knowledge in today’s schools 
can be seen as a legacy o f the eight­
eenth-century Enlightenment con­
ception  o f  k n ow ledge. T his was 
grounded in the idea o f the univer­
sal applicability o f reason and in the 
instrumental nature o f rationality. 
Knowledge was to be used for the 
benefit o f hum ankind and would 
sweep away the centuries o f supersti­
tion which had gone before. Armed 
with Descartes’ revolutionary scien­
tific method, a reductionist process 
which broke down knowledge into 
separate and analysable parts, the 
foundations were thus laid for a 
mechanistic intellectual framework 
which has lasted for three hundred 
years.

From the point o f view o f envi­
ronmental education this is a disas­
trous heritage. Descartes’ mind/body 
split has led to a dualistic mode of 
thinking that enables human beings 
to see themselves separate from the 
natural world. The development o f 
the mind and in particular o f those 
intellectual skills o f  control and  
power enable Nature to be ‘mas­
tered’ , to become a ‘resource’ to be 
exploited, at best conserved. In the 
language o f Francis Bacon, another 
founding father o f the Enlighten­
ment tradition, Nature is to be sub­
jugated, ‘her secrets tortured from  
her’ .

Twenty years ago Fritjof Capra 
p r o p h e s ie d  th e d e m ise  o f  the  
E n lighten m ent paradigm  in The
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Fundamental to a reconstruction of educational knowledge is our relationship with nature
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Turning Point, but in the world o f  
education, as elsewhere, it still holds 
sway. K n ow ledge is still seen by 
many as ‘out there’ or objectified: 
abstract, absolute and unchanging; 
the key to technological mastery and 
progress. ‘Man is the measure o f all 
things’ , as we read in Plato, the ulti­
mate source o f the Western intellec­
tual tradition.

The needs o f young people and 
indeed o f society are plainly not 
being met by the perpetuation of this 
tradition. There is massive switch-off 
from the traditional subject disci­
plines and the attitudes that go with 
them both in schools and in universi­
ties. Information and computer tech­
nology (1CT) have made knowledge

o f  all sorts available in ways that 
would have been inconceivable a 
generation ago. The postmodernist 
approach  to know ledge and the 
intellectual challenges that this pres­
ents must bring about a new stance 
on epistemology. Arching over all 
these is the potent engine for change 
that is now in the foreground o f our 
consciousness: the environm ental 
crisis. It is this crisis which will force 
a re-evaluation o f the purpose o f  
education and a reconstruction o f  
educational knowledge.

Fundamental to a reconstruction 
o f educational knowledge is our rela­
tionship with nature. In a holistic 
relationship the individual sees him­
self or herself as part o f nature in a

non-exploitative and harm onious 
way and can learn subjectively and 
experientially. Such a relationship 
can emerge from a set o f dispositions 
or a frame o f mind that is the task of  
the educator, parent and society to 
help develop. T h e danger here is 
that yet again the teacher or adult 
will impose certain ways o f thinking 
on the learner rather than helping 
these to emerge and take shape. To 
avoid this it seem s essential that 
schools or learning communities be 
small and human scale so that a ‘lis­
tening culture' can prevail and the 
learners’ interests, predispositions 
and developm ental needs may be 
known. “Holistic knowledge is acces­
sible to the child only on a scale in 
which relationships, especially those 
o f the child with everything else, can 
be meaningful,” said Maurice Ash. It 
is also im portant that schools be 
democratic —  and this is more likely 
in a small com m unity —  so that 
young people can have a sense o f  
belonging and a sense o f active par­
ticipation and responsibility. Direct 
engagement with the environment, 
rural or urban, is fundamental to 
learning, and schools need to be 
embedded in the local community so 
that learning tasks can emerge out o f 
real life contexts and both teacher 
and learner can work together.

There is much that schools can 
do. Eco-schools have demonstrated 
new ways o f teaching and learning 
about the environm ent that chal­
lenge old assumptions. Capra’s Eco­
literacy Project in California and the 
em erging theory o f living systems 
provide the theoretical underpin­
ning for ecoliteracy. Many teachers 
working within the confines o f the 
National Curriculum are committed 
to environmental education and are 
seeking ways o f integrating knowl­
edge and finding diverse routes o f  
learning which engage all their stu­
dents. It is not necessary for them to 
start with a blank sheet —  they have 
perforce to work within the existing 
school curriculum and within the 
dominant knowledge paradigm. But 
this does not prevent them from  
making explicit to their students the 
problematic nature o f this knowl­
edge and encouraging them to think 
critically. The purpose o f this article 
is to help explain why their efforts 
are taking so long to come to fruition 
as well as showing how crucial their 
work is in helping to bring about the 
paradigm shift that is so urgently 
needed. •
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T R A N S F O R M A T I V E  L E A R N I N G :  
E D M U N D  O ’ S U L L I V A N

DEEP
DIVERSITY

There is no one way into the future.

I N  T H E  S U M M E R  o f 1982 I had 
the privilege o f  listen ing to 
Thom as Berry. He started his 
talk with the follow ing three 

related sentences.

T h e  g lory  o f  the h u m an  has 
becom e the devastation o f  the 
Earth.

T h e  devastation  o f  the Earth  
appears to be our destiny.

All human institutions, programs, 
activities and practices are to be 
judged by the ‘great work’ they 
will have to accomplish toward 
developing a viable human-Earth  
relationship.

He then made the challenge that 
the work o f transformation must be 
carried out in all professions, citing 
theology, philosophy, the humanities, 
economics, law, geography and par­
ticularly education.

Thomas Berry challenged me as 
an educator. As a result I have  
embarked on a journey to help cre­
ate a new vision o f education based 
on transformative practices that will 
open a new vision for a viable plane­
tary education. T he challenges o f  
twenty-first-century education are in 
the creation o f educational directions 
that set the needs o f the planet as the 
central concern for education at all 
levels.

My journey over the last twenty 
years has been to engage with a 
movement within the profession of 
education to create an opening for a

planetary consciousness that links 
social justice with the larger con­
cerns o f the ‘web o f life’ . An educa­
tion that attends to the ‘web o f life’ is 
attuned to the need for an Earth jus­
tice in tandem  with social justice 
concerns. There can be no sustain­
able human justice that is not linked 
to Earth justice.

What does education have to do 
with this? When I started examining 
the concerns o f contemporary edu­
cation in the 1980s I was shocked by 
how tone-deaf it was to the serious 
ecological issues that the world was 
facing in those times. Social justice 
concerns did not fare any better. 
After careful stocktaking, I realised 
that education was much m ore a 
part o f the problem than part o f the 
solution. With few exceptions, it was 
in the business o f advocating rather 
than critiquing a m arket-driven  
world. The educational system did 
not take the natural w orld into  
account. The natural world, within 
modern industrialist values, was, and 
still is, at the mercy o f human dis­
posal. According to the father o f  
modernism, Rene Descartes, the nat­
ural w orld was a m achine to be 
manipulated and controlled.

M y c o lle a g u e s  an d  I at the  
Ontario Institute for Studies in Edu­
cation have been attempting to cre­
a te  a s p a c e  fo r  a v is io n  o f  
t r a n s fo r m a t iv e  le a r n in g  th a t  
attempts to forge a new vision o f  
education. We are seeking to open a 
space in our institution for a holistic 
and integral education that will heal

(I ~  " X  k  *
X  V •

Trees, painting by John Lane

the fragmentation o f modernist edu­
cation. The dream that drives the 
action is our desire to create an 
em bodied space in a conventional 
educational institution that holds a 
planetary consciousness with deep 
ecological sensitivities. We hold this 
planetary context sim ultaneously  
with extensive sensitivities to issues 
o f social justice in our contemporary 
world.

The space for these concerns is 
housed in the Transformative Learn­
ing Centre. This is an interdiscipli­
nary centre that attempts to hold 
together the concerns based in criti­
cal pedagogy, peace education and
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conflict studies, feminist approaches 
to learning, post-racist and post­
c o lo n ia l e d u c a tio n , in d ig e n o u s  
knowledge and ecological studies. 
Our Centre is a hub of diverse stud­
ies where we try to hold together in 
an integral and holistic manner these 
many concerns.

Probably the most outstanding  
feature o f our Centre is our efforts to 
utilise our diversities creatively. We 
all understand that we are living in a 
time o f deep transformation and we 
are all aching toward a new vision 
for creative and sustainable living. In 
honouring our diversities, we make a

point o f not prioritising any one 
location. The work of my colleagues 
in the centre enters from many loca­
tions. We all share a desire to go into 
a post-modern world that will heal 
the deep disorders o f our time. We 
are a collective o f educators, both 
faculty and students, who see the 
need to help in building educational 
theories and practices that give us 
hope. There is no one way into the 
future. We take it as a given that our 
Centre dances with diversities. We 
share a deep affinity and co-opera­
tion with the Centre for W om en’s 
Studies in our desire to overcome

the institutions of patriarchy. We are 
working with the visions that are 
holistic, integral, artful and spiritual.

Spirituality for us has been an 
invitation to open again a door that 
was closed by modernist values. We 
believe that there is a place in the 
academy for a spirituality that hon­
ours the diversities o f creative spiri­
tual worldviews. Our philosophy of 
diversities is to “let a thousand flow­
ers bloom ". •

For fu r th e r  in fo r m a t io n  v is it  
< www.tlcentre.org> .
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S C H U M A C H E R  C O L L E G E :  L IN D S A Y  C L A R K E

A  C R I T I C A L  

C R U C I B L E
E x p lo r in g  th e  n e w  fro n t ie rs  o f  e d u c a tio n .

M i d w a y  t h r o u g h  Ted 
H u g h e s ’ s p o w e r fu l  
p o e m  1 9 8 4  on ‘ The  
Tarka Trail’ —  ‘the tale of 

a dying river’ —  there is a poignant 
moment, bitter with despair, when 
after dramatising the way in which 
the River Taw has been glutted by ‘a 
festering olla putrida' o f surfactants, 
ammonia and phosphates, the poet 
considers the good-natured young 
couple who are among those respon­
sible for farming methods that have 
turned the river into a sewer. Asked 
why they do what they do, the lively 
young wife replies (her voice ventrilo- 
qual, her shoulders jerking on their 
strings) “But the children have to he edu­
cated.”

And so they do; and so do we all 
when it comes to confronting the 
planetary scale o f the environmental 
problems we have created. And the 
farmer and his wife are certainly no 
m ore wicked than the thousands

upon thousands o f us who do things 
that we know we ought not to do in 
order to gain some advantage in 
making what we consider to be a 
decent living for ourselves and our 
families. Yet are these not the small, 
insidious ways in which evil enters 
into the world? A id  isn’t there some­
thing frighteningly obtuse in that 
caring young mother’s answer? “O f  
course the children must be educat­
ed,” one wants to shout back, “but 
how should they be educated, and 
what are we educating them for?” 

Well, the poem was written twenty 
years ago, and environmental meas­
ures have been put in place since 
then, and no doubt the Taw is in a 
less wretched state than the poet 
once found it. What’s more we live 
under a government that came to 
power declaring that it had three 
priorities —  ‘education, education, 
education!’ And I know that there 
are many good teachers out there

who, against the countervailing pres­
sures o f a culture far out o f touch 
with the natural world, are doing all 
they can to encourage in their pupils 
a lively apprehension o f the crisis we 
are precipitating through our greed 
and ignorance, and o f its potentially 
catastrophic consequences for our 
children’s children.

Yet I emerged from watching a 
recent television programme (signifi­
cantly entitled Failing the Future) with 
a depressing sense that the efforts o f  
such teachers remain only a small 
voice within a debate still preoccu­
pied with issues o f class and selec­
tion, and where education is largely 
conceived as a training-ground for 
the production o f increasingly effi­
cient members o f a consumer society 
in which economic growth is seen as 
the undisputed means to the good 
life. The government’s stated ambi­
tion is to persuade more and more 
young people to enter higher educa­
tion, yet in the absence o f any seri­
o u s  s ta te  p r o v is io n  fo r  G a ia  
education —  which I take to be the 
kind o f ecoliteracy required for a 
sustainable future —  the increasingly 
urgent question awaits a satisfactory 
answer: what is education for?

Because much o f my own life has 
been spent working as a teacher, that 
question has troubled me for years. 
Back in the 1960s, like many idealis­
tic young teachers, I believed that by 
infiltrating the education system with 
the principles o f a liberal-minded, 
rational scepticism one might even­
tually change society too. I hadn’t yet 
recognised that conventional educa­
tion is essentially conservative by 
nature and more likely to inculcate 
acquiescence in the prevailing values 
o f the society that finances it (or a 
countervailing aimless dissidence, of 
course!), than the kind o f radical 
imagination required to bring about 
change. A  co-ordinator o f a wide- 
ranging programme of liberal stud­
ies throughout all the departments 
o f a large college o f higher educa­
tion, I worked with plumbers, print­
e r s , gas f i t t e r s ,  h a ir d r e s s e r s ,  
engineers and bankers, attempting 
to widen their horizons beyond the 
narrow  vocational aim s o f  their 
cou rses, but quickly found that 
everything I was trying to do was 
out-trumped by the values and struc­
ture of the institution within which 1 
was trying to do it. Fortunately, I also 
discovered that there was something 
altogether too limited about the two- 
dimensional, very masculine system of

Schumacher Collegt
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Divine Comedy Schumacher College course,
P H O T O G R A P H : KATE M O U N T

'une 2003 with Thomas Moore (who sits with his family, on the front row, third from left)

humanist values within which I was 
operating. So I began to explore  
what a different, more imaginative 
pattern of education might achieve.

T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  1970s I worked 
as Co-Director o f the European Cen­
tre o f  Friends W orld C ollege, an 
unusual exercise in experimental edu­
cation inspired by a dream that came 
to an American Quaker. The dream 
was of a world college that would be 
based entirely on the idea of learning 
through cross-cultural experience. Its 
curriculum consisted o f work towards 
nonviolent social change within an 
exploration of what world citizenship 
might mean in theory and practice. 
The college established study centres 
in North and South America, Africa, 
India, Japan and Europe, and to 
graduate with a first degree, students 
had to design a learning programme

with faculty advice and then pursue 
their studies through experiential 
learning projects in at least two cultur­
al regions in addition to the one in 
which they were born. The record of 
their experience was kept in journals 
submitted for evaluation, and a final 
thesis on their specialist area of study 
was submitted to oral examination by 
an acknowledged expert in the field.

So for several years I supervised 
students on a range of extraordinary 
projects right across Europe. Among 
the many areas in which they were 
engaged were community develop­
ment, alternative methods o f educa­
tion, mental health provision and 
legal services, organic farming, ani­
mal behaviour, and research into a 
field which was then still very much 
in its infancy: ecology and environ­
mental science. The students were 
also required to keep an evaluative

account o f the changes in their own 
growth and perspectives as individu­
als throughout their projects; so the 
focus o f study was on both inward 
and outward worlds at the same time 
—  and all o f this in places far from 
home.

It was a dem anding, innovative 
programme and, as such, it was not 
alw ays su c c e ss fu l; but w hen  it 
worked, it worked brilliantly, and the 
c o lle g e  tu rn e d  o u t so m e truly  
remarkable graduates. For me, it was 
deeply satisfying work —  an imagina­
tive form of education directly linked 
to social action in a manner that was 
consistent with my own deepest val­
ues. But it was private, o f course, 
small-scale and not always adequately 
financed, and its am bitions were 
characteristically those o f the heady 
and expansive sixties and seventies 
when a lively cou n ter-cu ltu re o f
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alternative activity prospered  in 
many fields. That culture contracted 
under the Thatcherite and Reagan- 
ite pressures o f later years and the 
college shrank with it.

IN  T H E  M E A N T IM E , inspired by the 
courage and resolve with which my 
stu den ts pu rsued  their difficult 
am bitions, I had decided to face 
another, long-evaded challenge o f  
my own life by trying to write. It was 
the writing that brought me into 
contact with another group of spirit­
ed educationalists with a planetary 
vision who were assembling at Dart- 
ington to found what was truly to 
become an Institute o f Gaia Educa­
tion —  Schumacher College.

Writing can often be a lonely busi­
ness, so 1 consider myself deeply for­
tu n a te  to have b een  in v ited  to 
becom e a m em ber o f  this radical 
lea rn in g  com m u n ity  which now  
reaches out across the continents 
from The Old Postern at Dardngton. 
For in a fissive world confused and 
infatuated by the spin and jangle o f  
the times, Schumacher College is the 
kind o f place that puts you in touch 
not only with the stimulating compa­
ny o f enquiring people but with a 
deep sense o f the indivisible whole­
ness o f  the world and the richly 
unfolding patterns o f meaning to be 
found within it.

Living and working together in 
community with such inspirational 
thinkers, teachers and activists as, 
among many others, Vandana Shiva, 
Arne Naess, Fritjof Capra, James 
Hillman, Theodore Roszak, Wendell 
Berry, Charlene Spretnak and James 
Lovelock, a time spent studying at 
Schumacher College leaves one in no 
doubt what a sane education is for in 
transitional times such as these. For 
since its inception fourteen years ago 
the college has created a culture o f  
lea rn in g  in which the inventive  
aspect o f  the human imagination, 
through which individual creativity 
is developed to its fullest, is constant­
ly held in creative tension with its 
ethical aspect —  the means through 
which we recognise the right o f all 
peoples and species o f the planet to 
live out their lives with the same lib­
erty and respect. And at Schumacher 
College this process is conceived not 
simply in human terms but as an 
expression o f the living soul o f the 
world in all its abundant generosity.

To explore the implications o f  
such a vision and to meet the hard 
challenges it presents is for me the

tr u e  m e a n in g  o f  e c o l i t e r a c y .  
T h rough  its program m e o f  short 
courses and the MSc in Holistic Sci­
ence it now offers in conjunction  
with Plymouth University, the Col­
lege brings imaginative and soulful 
intelligence to bear on the hard, 
practical issues —  political, econom­
ic, developmental, scientific, psycho­
logical and, yes, spiritual —  which 
cry out both for understanding and 
for action if we are to meet the over­
whelming challenge of the times.

But it is not enough for an educa­
tional programme simply to provide 
a sound intellectual grasp o f  the 
issues presented by that challenge, 
nor even to furnish its participants 
with the will and courage to act on 
them as political endeavour. T h e  
demand is for transformation o f a 
kind that involves the whole person. 
For teachers can teach and preachers 
can preach, and those who listen can 
nod their heads in eager assent, but 
nothing seriously changes until the 
learning becomes knowledge and the 
kn ow led ge begins to in form  all 
aspects o f the person’s perception 
and behaviour.

For this reason the designers o f 
Schumacher College have insisted 
from the first that the learning pro­
gramme should be grounded in a 
pattern o f community life where, as 
well as pursuing their chosen course 
o f  study, all participants accept 
responsibility for preparing and  
cooking food and for taking care of 
the place in which they live and 
work together. In a world where 
domestic circumstances are often  
fragmented into small nuclear units, 
the experience of living for a time 
in a community typically made up 
o f many diverse individual and cul­
tural perspectives is itself profound­
ly e d u c a t io n a l. A n d  w h ile  the  
seminars may stretch the imagina­
tion across the planet and off into 
the starry reaches o f the universe, 
the daily round o f practical duties 
always brings attention back both to 
the body’s simple needs and to the 
dust that gathers in the corners. 
Thus time and again, though they 
may have been drawn to the college 
by the magnetic attraction o f a par­
ticular thinker they adm ire, stu­
d en ts  at the c o lle g e  fin d  th eir  
perspectives further enlarged by 
engaging mutual exchanges as they 
prepare vegetables in the kitchen, 
or through the meditative nature of 
necessary toil.

As a writer much preoccupied by

the myths through which we shape 
our sense o f the real, my own work 
at the College has taken place at the 
im a g in a l en d  o f  the sp e c tru m , 
encouraging the kind o f creativity 
through which the individual soul 
opens itself up to receptive relation­
ship with the Soul o f the World. For, 
as Patrick Harpur (another associate 
o f the college) puts it in his provoca­
tive book The Philosopher’s Secret Fire: 
A History o f the Imagination, “ I f we 
wish to reinstate the Soul o f the 
World in her original glory, we will 
have to do m ore than introduce  
environmental rem edies.... We have 
to cultivate a new perspective, or see- 
i n g  t h r o u g h ;  a n d  a s e n s e  o f  
metaphor, a seeing double” and “we 
can always make a start by trying to 
develop a better aesthetic sense, an 
appreciation of beauty, which is the 
first attribute o f soul.” It’s a tribute 
to the o p e n -m in d e d  and w ide- 
ranging vision of the College that it 
can accommodate such apparently 
fanciful endeavours along with the 
hard science o f its MSc programme 
and its engagement with the devel­
opmental problems o f a profoundly 
unjust world.

Such adventures into the meaning 
o f education as have been made by 
Schumacher College, Friends World 
College and kindred experim ents 
across the globe may not appear to 
provide immediate answers to the 
large-scale problems o f converting 
the state system o f education into 
something more flexibly adapted to 
the needs o f the time. But as cru­
cibles for truly humane experimen­
tation, and seed-beds for the kind of 
values without which our decent sur­
vival as a species may prove impossi­
ble, they are beyond price.

So it remains my belief that those 
engaged with the problems of educa­
tion in our society would do well to 
reconsider many o f their own aims 
and methods in the light o f what 
Schumacher College is achieving. 
For here is a working model o f what 
education might become in this new 
century, and if we refuse to learn the 
kind o f lessons it has to teach, we are 
likely to find that we have failed our 
children, and our children’s chil­
dren, in ways that they will find diffi­
cult to forgive. •

For more information contact: 
S c h u m a c h e r  C o lle g e , T h e  O ld  
Postern, Dartington, Totnes, Devon 
TQ9 6EA. Tel: + 44  (0)1803 865 934. 
< www.schumachercollege.org.uk>
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T H E  S M A L L  S C H O O L :  S A T I S H  K U M A R

C H I L D R E N ’S 
C H A R T E R
T h e  f ir s t  p r in c ip le  o f  a n e w  c h a r te r  fo r  c h ild re n  is 
to  have schoo ls  w h ic h  are c a r in g  c o m m u n it ie s  and  
n o t  k n o w le d g e  fa c to r ie s .

A Small School student giving a class talk

M y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  

education  is focused  
mainly on T h e Small 
School, which I started 

in 1982. My son was ten years old at 
the time and was nearing secondary 
school age. The prospect was that he 
would have a journey o f more than 
an hour each morning and evening 
to and from a secondary school fif­
teen miles away from our village. 
T he thought o f his two hours o f trav­
el time every day —  a commuter’s 
life at the age o f eleven —  led me to 
think that this was not the kind of 
education I wanted my son to have. 
Secondly, 1 came to H artland in 
order to live in a rural community, 
and sending my child out o f  this 
community was not what I wanted. 
And once he went to that school, my 
son would have faced an education 
that was very academic, very exam- 
oriented and job-oriented —  where­
as I w an ted  e d u c a tio n  to be a 
discovery o f the unique gift o f each 
individual child. So for all these rea­
sons 1 thought that 1 would like to 
educate my child in the community 
where I lived.

I called a meeting and about thirty 
people came to my house. We talked 
about the state o f education in gener­
al, and about the nearest secondary 
school in particular. That school had
1,500 children, and each class had a 
minimum o f thirty students. A  child is 
just a number in a school o f that size. 
By the end of our discussion, the par­
ents o f nine children were coura­

geous enough to say that if a new 
school were started in the village, they 
would send their children to it. So 
there we were: with nine children, we 
had enough to start a school. At that 
time, there was a Methodist chapel 
for sale in the village. Even though I 
had no money, I went along to the 
auction. Putting my faith in the proj­
ect, I bid for the chapel and got it for 
£20,000 —  which was not too expen­
sive —  and within the next six weeks 
I raised the whole sum. Seven months 
later, in September 1982, we opened 
the smallest school in the UK, with 
nine children. And we called it The 
Small School.

W h e n  we sta rted  T h e  Sm all 
School we asked ourselves, “W hat 
kind o f school do we w ant?” We 
decided to design our curriculum in 
three parts. One third would be aca­
demic and intellectual, including sci­
ence, mathematics, English, French 
—  all the things you need for an aca­
dem ic ed u cation . A n oth er  third  
would focus on imaginative themes 
such as art, culture, music and paint­
ing. The rest would be practical and 
ecological. It would include physical 
training, environmental education, 
and manual work such as gardening, 
cooking and woodwork.

We also decided that we would 
like our school to teach about three 
basic things that every person needs. 
One o f these needs is food. Hardly 
any school in the UK teaches you 
how to grow, cook or serve food, or 
how to clean the dishes. If you do

not teach children to respect your 
dishes, it is not realistic to expect 
them  to respect peop le , trees or 
neighbourhoods. But if children can 
cook and serve food and do dishes 
with respect, love and care, they can 
look after trees and animals with 
love and care, they can look after 
their parents with love and care, 
they can treat their neighbours with 
love and care. So, to ensure that 
every child would learn about food, 
our teachers and children worked 
together to turn a kitchen into a 
classroom.

Secondly, we all need clothing. 
But few schools teach students how 
to m end clothes, how to design  
clothes, how to spin, how to weave, 
how to sew. So we decided to teach 
children the practical skills o f spin­
ning, weaving, mending, designing 
and making clothes. A number o f  
our children have since turned out 
to be great dressmakers and design­
ers.

The third thing we need is hous­
ing. Yet, today, hardly any schools 
teach children how to lay a founda­
tion, how to build a roof, and the 
basics o f plum bing and electrical 
wiring. At T h e  Small School, we 
included these practical hands-on  
skills.

W e were also co n cern ed  that 
mainstream education at that time 
was based almost entirely on class­
room learning, which made it diffi­
cult to learn about the natural world. 
It was important to us that children
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Cooking is a much-loved part of the Small School day p h o t o g r a p h s : h a u l  W i l k i n s o n

learn not only about but from nature. 
To learn from nature, one must be in 
n atu re . T oo o fte n , ed u cation  is 
anthropocentric. It teaches us about 
nature only in order to manipulate it 
or control it. W e felt that nature 
should be as important a teacher as 
the classroom teacher. So we decided 
that at least once a week our class­
room  would be the outdoors. The 
nearby river, woodlands and birds 
would be our teachers as we learned 
how nature does things.

So the children would go out, 
often with a picnic lunch, and learn 
from nature. You can learn music by 
listening to birds singing —  birds 
that didn’t go to any music school. 
You can learn how to paint by study­
ing the colours o f butterflies. Geor­
gia O ’ K eeffe learned to paint by 
closely observing flowers.

For me, it is important that educa­

tion be o f a human scale. A  school 
should be a community and not just 
a knowledge factory —- a community 
o f children, parents and teachers 
who all know each other and who 
work, celebrate and develop ideas 
together. But for that to happen, the 
size o f the school must be modest.

T h e  principle o f  hum an-scale  
education is the new charter all 
children need. Governments will say 
that small schools are uneconomic. 
First o f all that is not true. The hid­
den costs o f large schools have to be 
taken into account. But even if it 
were true that large schools are less 
expensive, my concern is about the 
long-term effect o f mass education 
on the future o f children. Is it right 
for society to sacrifice the interests o f 
children at the altar o f economic sav­
ings? T h e first principle o f a new 
ch arter for ch ild re n  is to have

schools that provide a friendly, car­
ing and supportive community to all. 
That cannot happen in factory-like 
massive schools. No school should 
have more than 200 to 300 children.

From nine children at the begin­
ning o f The Small School, we grew 
to fifteen, twenty and then thirty- 
five, the maximum number o f stu­
dents that we could accommodate 
w ith  o u r  l im it e d  s p a c e  a n d  
resources. For every eight children, 
we can have one full-time teacher, so 
that when we have thirty-five chil­
dren, we have the equivalent o f five 
full-time staff at the school. In addi­
tion, we have many local people —  
experienced craftspeople, musicians, 
artists, writers, poets, painters and 
gardeners —  who come to teach a 
class that might last from two hours 
to a full day each week.

To cover the cost o f tuition, we ask
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parents for a donation rather than a 
fee. If a farmer wants to contribute 
produce, such as potatoes or fire­
wood, instead o f making a financial 
donation, that’s fine. If someone has 
the time to do voluntary work at the 
school, such as decorate the build­
ing, repair the roof or do some gar­
dening, that, too, is acceptable. We 
also try to raise funds from non-prof­
it organisations and charitable foun­
dations; and we organise dinner  
parties and prepare and serve lunch­
es or dinners for 200 to 300 people 
at public events such as the Schu­
macher Lectures. This is how we 
raise the money we need.

A F T E R  T W E N T Y - O N E  years, the  
school is going from  strength to 
strength and we are now finding that 
many other people are trying to start 
similar schools. At the moment, six 
schools are part o f our Movement 
for Education on a Hum an Scale. 
This is the umbrella organisation  
that holds alternative education fairs 
and annual conferences and publish­
es a newsletter. We are now trying to 
persuade the U K  governm ent to 
give fin an cia l su p p o rt to sm all 
schools. While we have managed for 
twenty-one years to run our school 
without state funding, we recognise 
that many people cannot do that.

Since The Small School began, 
about 3 0 0  children  have passed  
through our school. We find that 
they are self-confident and have 
many practical skills. For my son it is 
no sweat to cook a meal for ten or 
twenty people, because he has learnt 
it at the school. Our aim has been to 
equip children not only intellectually, 
but also spiritually, physically, emo­
tionally and practically.

Children from The Small School 
have no problem in getting into uni­
versities —  they can handle exams as 
well as o th er  stu d en ts can. My  
daughter gained a degree in philo­
sophy at the University o f Durham 
in the North of England, and after 
finishing university she travelled in 
India for eighteen months. Her self- 
sufficiency was a result o f the self- 
confidence that T he Small School 
provided. My son went to university 
in London. Afterwards, he wanted to 
travel the world. But having learned 
about greenhouse gases and climate 
change he said, “ I don’t want to fly 
in planes.” So he got a job on a yacht 
and sailed to the Caribbean, hitch­
hiked around Central and South  
America, and later sailed back home.

He then decided to build a boat, and 
he b u ilt  it. T h e  S m a ll S c h o o l  
equipped him with that confidence 
and many o f those skills.

Many other children who went 
through the Small School are doing 
similar things. They work in organic 
farming, woodland management or 
dress designing. They work for non­
profit organisations or they work 
overseas on sustainable development 
projects.

For us, education is not just about 
receiving inform ation. It is about 
participating in the process o f life. 
Conventional education assumes that 
children start with a certain igno­
rance, not knowing anything, and 
that we must use books filled with 
knowledge to put information into 
the child. My view is that a child is 
like an acorn. Just as an acorn is 
capable o f becoming an oak tree, a 
child is capable o f becoming a fully 
developed human being. We don’t 
bave to teach an acorn  how  to 
become an oak tree. It knows how. 
In the same way, a child knows how 
to be a human being. The job of a 
teacher and parent is like that o f a 
forester or gardener, to support, 
encourage, protect, inspire and pro­
vide. In the case o f the acorn, you 
provide water and some shelter. You 
provide a little support so the wind 
doesn’t blow away the little seedling. 
In the same way, the school, the 
community and the parents provide 
children with support.

It is education from the inside 
out, rather than from the outside in. 
According to the Oxford dictionary, 
the word ‘education’ comes from the 
Latin educere which means to lead 
forth, to bring out, to develop from  
within and to evoke. Similarly, the 
oak comes out from the acorn. An 
oak is not put inside the acorn, but 
rather the oak is brought out o f the 
acorn. In the same way, a poet, a 
painter, a writer, a musician, a gar­
dener or a farmer grows out o f the 
child: those gifts are not put into the 
child. This is fundam ental to the 
pedagogical approach that we adopt 
in order to provide children with a 
more holistic education. Spirituality, 
intellect, art, culture, aesthetics —  all 
fo r m  p a r t  o f  th a t  h o l i s t ic  
vision. •

This article is based on an interview 
conducted by Tim Grant in Green 
Teacher issue 73, Spring 2004.
Tel: +1 416 960 1244. 
< www.greenteacher.com>

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

O x f o r d  d i c t i o n a r y ,  t h e  

w o r d  ' e d u c a t i o n '  

c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  L a t i n  

educere w h i c h  m e a n s  

t o  l e a d  f o r t h ,  t o  b r i n g  

o u t ,  t o  d e v e l o p  f r o m  

w i t h i n  a n d  t o  e v o k e .

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  o a k  

c o m e s  o u t  f r o m  t h e  

a c o r n .

A n  o a k  i s  n o t  p u t  

i n s i d e  t h e  a c o r n ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  t h e  o a k  i s  

b r o u g h t  o u t  o f  t h e  

a c o r n .

I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  

a  p o e t ,  a  p a i n t e r ;  

a  w r i t e r ;  a  m u s i c i a n ,  

a  g a r d e n e r  o r  

a  f a r m e r  g r o w s  o u t  o f  

t h e  c h i l d :  

t h o s e  g i f t s  a r e  n o t  p u t  

i n t o  t h e  c h i l d .

SATISH KUMAR
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S T U D Y  A B R O A D :  P E T E R  B U N Y A R D

G L O B A L  E C O L O G Y
T h e  In te rn a t io n a l H o n o rs  P ro g ra m , w h e re  e x p e r ie n c e  is th e  best e d u ca to r.

AN E X C I T E D  C H A T T E R :  
those gathered are w on­
dering how they will get 

i- on with the students from 
the United States, shortly to come 
into their hom es. Meanwhile, the 
students and their travelling faculty 
are arriving at their new destination. 
Everyone is waiting, and then the 
students appear, searching out the 
family with whom they will spend 
the next couple o f weeks, before the 
entire rigmarole is repeated during 
the next leg o f the students’ voyage 
around the globe. Boston’s Interna­
tional H onors Program (1HP) has 
arrived , w hether it be in India, 
Japan, Thailand, Mexico, England, 
Tanzania, the Philippines, South 
Africa or Brazil.

Education on the hoof, if flying 
around the world can justify the 
metaphor, is basically what IHP sets 
out to do and has done for more than 
forty-five years. It all dates back to 
1958 when, at Harvard’s School o f 
Education, Karl Jaeger hit on the idea 
o f students travelling to places for 
experiential learning rather than hear­
ing second-hand about those places 
and people from college lecturers.

Right from the beginning, home- 
stays were considered an essential 
part o f the learning process, to give 
students the opportunity to get first­
hand experience o f the cultural dif­
ferences between their own country 
and that o f the hosts, quite aside 
from the opportunities for establish­
ing life-long friendships. Food, lan­
guage, culture and how to behave 
may well be strange, as in the high­
lands o f Fiji where, cross-legged on 
the floor while eating, you must 
n ever raise y o u r s e lf  above any 
women who may be squatted there, 
but keep yourself bowed low as you 
leave the ‘table’ and its repast. On 
the other hand, all may be beguiling- 
ly similar, so that you miss the subtle 
differences between, say, the United

States and the United Kingdom.
In the early days, the idea was for 

a mentor to accompany students —  
the majority o f them graduates —  in 
the study o f culture and art around 
the world, choosing a select group of  
countries which, over time, included 
Argentina, Japan, Eastern Europe 
and Asia. He or she would invite the 
students to meet with protagonists in 
a particular field o f study, such as 
theatre, architecture or photogra­
phy, as they travelled to and through 
different countries. Over the course 
o f the travel, the students would  
gather a rich tapestry o f different 
ways o f seeing, till valid in their own 
right. Mentors in the past included 
such em inent people as G regory  
Bateson and Johan Gaining.

After 1990, the programme under­
went a dram atic transform ation . 
Instead o f a year-by-year change in 
the field o f study and in the accompa­
nying mentor, IHP began a process o f 
establishing accredited courses that 
not only would be repeated from one 
year to the next, but would provide 
continuity in the sense that core facul­
ty and country co-ordinators could 
build on previous experience, while 
being ever ready to adapt to changing 
circumstances.

T H E  M O S T  E N D U R I N G  o f all the 
study-abroad programmes under the 
aegis o f IHP has been Global Ecolo­
gy, now with its new title Rethinking 
Globalisation: Nature, Culture and 
Justice. The idea is to offer a holistic 
course that encompasses the ‘ecolo­
gy’ o f living: how we treat our local 
environment, how we consume natu­
ral resources, what is sustainable liv­
ing and whether to attain it we must 
have corporate g lobalisation , as 
declared by governments in signing 
up to the World Trade Organization. 
Or should we be looking to radical 
alternatives, and if so, what social 
movements are currently arising in

society to challenge the status quo 
and the orthodoxy o f our times?

In short, the aim o f  the p ro ­
gramme is to reflect a concern for 
the future o f humankind through a 
process o f deconstructing conven­
tional ways of thinking so that new 
ideas, new strategies can be invoked 
which, paradoxically, may recall 
older traditions when a community 
was perforce living sustainably with­
out ever having the need for such a 
word. In that regard, what can be 
m ore evocative  than the M aori 
notion that you walk backwards into 
the fu tu r e , k e e p in g  you r gaze  
focused on the traditions and experi­
ence of your forebears?

Global Ecology was the brainchild 
o f Teddy Goldsmith, founder of The 
Ecologist magazine. Together we had 
organised a succession o f symposia in 
Cornwall during the late 1980s to 
discuss Lovelock’s Gaia Theory and 
how the Earth and life evolved  
together as a dynamic integrated sys­
tem. O ur symposia dealt with the 
impact o f the Gaia theory on how we 
should view the world; on how it 
affected the theory o f evolution and 
how sym biosis and co -op eration  
were as m uch part o f  the living  
world and its evolution as might be 
the neo-Darw inist’s notion o f the 
‘survival o f the fittest’ .

Karl Jaeger had been present at 
the last o f our symposia in 1989 and 
he suggested Teddy Goldsmith as 
mentor for a course that would deal 
explicitly with the future of humani­
ty on this planet —  in other words, 
Ecology’ writ large. We had a gath­

ering o f truly important scientists at 
the meeting, including James Love­
lock, Lynn Margulis, Brian Goodwin, 
Mae-Wan Ho and Ron Brady. Conse­
quently Teddy suggested that instead 
o f just one m entor travelling the 
world, why not use some o f those 
present at the meeting to act as a 
covey o f different mentors to cover
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P H O T O G R A P H : R A C H E L  B R O C KStudents learn about seaweed farming in Jambiani, Tanzan ia

particular issues during the course of 
travel? The idea was that students 
would benefit from having some of 
the world’s pre-eminent radical sci­
entific thinkers on hand.

The first years o f the Global Ecol­
ogy programme were somewhat ad 
hoc in terms of the mentors follow­
ing their noses as to where would be 
a good place to visit, such as in 1992 
when Brian Goodwin, Adrian Barnet 
and 1 accompanied twenty-five stu­
dents for ten days in C olom bia ’s 
Amacayacu national park in Am a­
zonas, even participating in a foot­
ball match with a Tikuna community, 
d u rin g  which we w ere rou n d ly  
defeated. Or when, in the previous 
and very first year o f Global Ecology, 
we managed to get a meeting with 
Ivan Illicit in Mexico. He kept us 
spellbound, expounding his radical 
way o f seeing, whether applied to 
education, medicine, energy use or 
philosophy.

Guest lecturers in the different 
countries to which the students travel 
are an essential part o f  the p ro ­
gramme. As a result the students are 
indeed privileged, having encounters 
with such extraordinary thinkers as 
Ashis Nandi, Smitu Kothari, Gustavo

Esteva, Teddy G old sm ith , Satish 
Kumar and Helena Norberg-Hodge, 
quite aside from enduring encounters 
with village elders and indigenous 
peoples, as when the students stay 
with Maori peoples in their marae or 
with a Brahmin community in the 
Spice Gardens o f south-west India.

In g e n e r a l , the c o u n tr y  c o ­
ordinators teach, as well as organising 
the itinerary and the guest lecturers. 
They complement the travelling fac- 
ulty whose responsibility it is to 
ensure that the cu rricu lu m  and  
course-work are adhered to, such that 
academic standards are maintained 
and the students can be graded, 
applying standards that are accept­
able to their colleges and institutions.

S IN C E  G LOB A L E C O L O G Y  was initi­
ated fourteen years ago, the family o f  
single-semester courses offered has 
grow n and is still grow ing. T h e  
Cities programme began five years 
ago and has proved extremely popu­
lar. T h a t was follow ed  with the 
Indigenous Perspectives programme, 
and now we have Challenges o f a 
G lobal C u ltu re , which will visit 
Nepal and Tibet after beginning in 
Boston. Finally, this coming year will

see the launch of Global Health and 
C om m unity, with visits to Cuba, 
South Africa and India.

IHP courses do not come cheap. 
Increasingly the aim is to provide 
scholarships and enable the partici­
pation o f students from poorer back­
grounds. By any standards, the IHP  
has been extraordinarily successful 
in providing a rich education that 
has a profound effect on the stu­
dents’ vision of the world.

The courses are not for the faint­
hearted. Living out o f a backpack for 
the best part o f eight months is not 
easy; trying to study in som eone  
else’s hom e, with your hosts’ chil­
dren clamouring for your attention, 
makes keeping up with assignments 
difficult; dealing with stomach bugs 
can truly be a pain; but almost with­
out exception the students’ com ­
ments at the end of the year are o f  
an amazing, unparalleled experience 
that they wouldn’t have missed for 
all the world. •

For more information contact:
IHP, Boston U niversity, 232 Bay 
State Road, 5th Floor, Boston, MA  
02215, USA. Tel: +  1 617 353 9888. 
< www.bu.edu/abroad/ihp>
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J O I N  T H E  ___
I f  y o u  w ere  Secretary o f  
State fo r  E d u c a tio n , w h a t 
w o u ld  y o u  change?

E d u c a t i o n  a l w a y s  p r o v o k e s  p a s s i o n a t e  d e b a t e ,  f a r  b e y o n d  t h e  h e a d  t e a c h e r  a n d  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  
Y o u  c a n  h e a r  i t  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  k i t c h e n  t a b l e .  M o s t  o f  a  c h i l d ’s  
l i f e  i s  s p e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  w h a t  i s  t a u g h t ,  a n d  h o w ,  c a n  p r o f o u n d l y  a f f e c t  
e v e r y t h i n g  —  f r o m  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  —  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e .  

S o ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n v i t i n g  t h e  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  f i e l d  t o  w r i t e ,  w e  c a s t  t h e  n e t  a  b i t  w i d e r  a n d  
a s k e d  a  r a n g e  o f  p e o p l e  —  a  p o l i t i c i a n ,  a  t e a c h e r ,  a n  a c t i v i s t ,  a  w r i t e r ,  a  c a m p a i g n e r  a n d  a  r e c e n t  u n i ­
v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e  —  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n :

“I f  you were appointed Secretary o f State fo r  Education, what changes would you make in education 
(the school environment, the curriculum, or teaching practice, fo r  example) to bring about a  more sustain­
able fu tu re ?”

MICHAEL MEACHER

I WOULD MAKE teaching sustainabil­
ity a standard part o f the curriculum 

at GCSE level, 
w ith  d e e p e r  
c o u r s e s  at 
higher levels.

That would 
involve telling 
t h e  s t o r y  o f  
the Earth, how 
it was created 
4j billion years 
ago, how uni­
c e l lu la r  life  

evolved, then multi-cellular life 2 bil­
lion years later, then the Cambrian 
explosion o f life-forms 540 million 
years ago. It would explain how the 
human race evolved only some j  mil­
lion years ago, and that current 
hum an civilisation did not even 
begin to emerge until some 11,000  
years ago, at the end o f the last Ice 
Age.

This introduction is necessary to 
explain that the key to life lies in the 
relationship between living crea­
tures and their habitat or environ­
ment. This is now threatened by the 
cumulative forces o f technologically 
driven industrialisation, rapacious 
over-ex p lo itation  o f  key natural 
resources (water, croplands, fish, 
oil), destruction o f biodiversity, and 
un sustain able grow th o f  hum an  
populations. Teaching would end by

setting out what is necessary to bring 
human civilisation back into balance 
with the capacities o f the Earth, par­
ticularly a world organisation to allo­
cate d evelop m en t lim its to each 
country on a per capita basis, just as 
the Inter-Governmental Panel rec­
ommends for the regulation o f cli­
mate change.

Michael Meacher is a Labour Member of 
Parliament, and was Environment Minister 
from 1997 to 2003.

REBECCA MADDOCKS

AS A TEACHER it is my job not only 
to teach academic subjects, but also

M to help all o f  
my pupils to 
f i n d a n d

develop their 
special skills. 
But the reality 
at the coalface 
o f teaching is 
t h a t  w e ,  a s  
teachers, cur­
rently prepare 
pupils to pass 

one exam after another. We do not 
have the time to nurture and devel­
op children’s skills through life-long 
learning techniques.

As Secretary of State I would re­
introduce the grammar school model 
across the country. All schools work

on the basis o f academic streaming, 
so why not give those who are aca­
demically capable the opportunity to 
learn with others o f a similar ability? 
Streaming would allow us to concen­
trate our resources and our skills on 
the techniques most appropriate to 
each pupil’s skills and ability.

While we need academic ability o f 
the highest order to be promoted, 
we also need to develop each indi­
vidual’s most productive and enrich­
ing skills: this is not always achieved 
by forcing pupils through an inap­
propriate examination regime. Some 
pupils would benefit far more from 
the introduction o f  practical and 
social experiences into the school 
curriculum.

The pressure on teachers to con­
centrate on examination passes has 
been increased considerably by the 
introduction o f league tables. As Sec­
retary o f  State I would withdraw  
these from  public access. League  
tables are divisive, creating a percep­
tion that there are good schools and 
u n d e r -p e r fo rm in g  sch ools. T h e  
effect on pupils is highly damaging. 
Pupils arriving at the ‘under-per­
form ing’ schools often display the 
typical hallmarks o f low self-esteem 
and believe that they are incapable 
o f gaining any qualifications.

I would seek to ensure that schools 
become far more community-centred. 
Prim ary and secon d a ry  schools  
sh ou ld  be on the sam e site and
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should share some facilities. I would 
also seek to make school facilities 
available to families in the local com­
munity to try and reinforce the value 
that the community places on school­
ing and education. Everyone should 
feel comfortable in a school environ­
ment, including pupils, parents and 
teachers. Opening a library or com­
puter suite for pupils and the com­
munity to use alongside one another 
would be a great start. Having a sur­
gery, councillor, post office, after-hour 
clubs, education for the over-sixteens 
and other similar initiatives would 
also help to integrate the community 
and school environment.

Rebecca Maddocks is a teacher at Parkside 
Community Technology College in Ply­
mouth, UK.

ANITA RODDICK
LET’S HELP OUR children to develop 
the habit o f freedom. Let’s encourage 

them to cele­
brate who and 
what they are.

L e t ’ s stop  
teaching chil­
d re n  to fear  
c h a n g e  a n d  
protect the sta­
tus quo. Let’s 
teach them to 
e n q u ir e  and  
debate. To ask 
questions until 

they hear answers. And the way to 
do that is to change the way o f tradi­
tional schooling.

O ur education system does its 
best to ignore and suppress the cre­
ative spirit o f children. It teaches 
them to listen unquestioningly to 
authority, insists that education is 
just know ledge-contained subjects 
and that the purpose of education is 
to get a job. W hat is left out is 
encouraging sensitivity to others, 
nonviolent behaviour, respect, intu­
ition, imagination and a sense o f awe 
and wonderment.

If we develop a moral sensibility 
o f caring rather than coercion then 
maybe we can stop the practices that 
have led to millions o f child labour­
ers, that allow armies to turn kids 
into killers, and that have created 
the fast-growing industry o f child 
prostitution.

Anita Roddick OBE is founder of The Body 
Shop and author of severed hooks including 
Take It Personally.

JOAN BAKEWELL
WE N O W  HAVE e n o u g h  le a g u e  
tables and tests. It’s time to turn to 

matters more  
c o n  c e r n e  d 
w i t h  t h e  
1 i Le sty le  th e  
next g e n e ra ­
tio n  w ill b e  
l e a d i n g .  I 
w ould th ere ­
fore d ev elop  
the follow ing  
iniatives.

I w o u 1 d
seek to make 
children more 

healthy. 1 would ban from  school 
sponsored drinks and tuck-shop con­
cessions held by commercial food  
companies. I would stop the sale o f  
playgrou n ds and reinstate them  
wherever possible. I would insist on 
recycling practices in all schools, 
with explanations given to children 
as to why they are necessary. I 
w o u ld  o ffe r  every  stu d e n t the  
opportunity to learn gardening and 
h o r tic u ltu re . 1 w ould  rein state  
music and encourage school choirs 
and orchestras. Thus would spiritual 
and aesthetic values come to govern 
their judgement, rather than money 
and success.

Joan Bakewell is an actress, TV and radio 
presenter and writer.

PATRICK HOLDEN
THE SOCIAL ANI) cultural sustain­
ability o f a nation are fundamentally 

l i n k e d  t o  i t s  
a t t i t u d e  
t o w a r d s  i t s  
food, but many 
o f today’s chil­
dren are reared 
on  a d ie t  o f  
h i g h l y  
processed food 
Sourced global­
ly from indus­
trial fa r m i n g 
system s. T h ey  
have little or no 

contact with nature, and have no 
idea where their food comes from, 
or how it was grown. This prepares 
them perfectly to become mechanical 
eaters, ‘T V ’ consumers o f junk food 
from  anonym ous producers who 
they will never meet or even think 
about.

To counter this appalling state of 
affairs I would make il possible for 
every child to visit a working (organ­
ic) farm by the age of eleven. I would 
complement this visit with curricu­
lum-based back-up activities linked 
to the farm itself and ensure that all 
school meals were based on the Soil 
Association’s Food for Life targets: 
75% fresh, 50%  local and 30% organic.

Rebuilding our shattered food  
culture must start in schools.

Patrick Holden is Director of The Soil Asso­
ciation. <www.soilassociation. org >

JONATHAN ROBINSON
I'D ARRIVE MONDAY morning and 
cancel a week’s work for every head 

te a c h e r  and  
civil servant. 
By lunchtime 
we’d be on a 
ferry to Den­
mark to visit 
the Kaos Pilot 
campus. Kaos 
Pilots have no 
lecturers: just 
m entors sup­
p o r tin g  s tu ­
dents through 
the process o f 
d e s i g n i n g  

businesses that respond to the chal­
lenges o f the real world.

Bedtim e reading is Deschooling 
Society by Ivan Illich, for a critique of 
how our imaginations are ‘schooled’ 
to serve warped ideas o f progress. 
Next stop is the Michael Hall Steiner 
Waldorf School in Sussex, where stu­
dents designed and built their own 
ecologically sound classroom. Then  
on to W ales, to Atlantic C ollege, 
where students spend each after­
noon in service to the local comm u­
nity, running a lifeboat coastal rescue 
service, and a soup kitchen for 
homeless people.

Finally, a train to Snowdonia to 
reconnect with ourselves and the 
u n iv e rse  in its u n a d u lte r a te d ,  
untimetabled form. And there in the 
wilderness to co-design a form of  
learning that is playful, lifelong, 
inspired by nature, risk-taking, com­
passionate and focused on the whole 
person. •

Jonathan Robinson is co-author of Careers 
Un-ltd and is setting up The Hub —  an 
incubator for world-changing creative 
ideas. <jonathan.robinson@the-hub.net>
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F R O N T L I N E

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  G R A S S R O O T S

A mural made by children at the Bifrost School about Leonardo da Vinci’s life. In the centre is Leonardo himself holding an eye

D E N M A R K

A GLO W IN G 
E X P E R IM E N T

C E C I L E  V E R H E I J

B i f r o s t :  a  n e w  w a y  o f  
l e a r n i n g .

IN  T H E  P R O V IN C IA L  Danish town of 
H e rn in g , there is a rem arkable  
school for children (ages six to six­
teen) nam ed B ifrost. T h e  word  
Bifrost is derived from Scandinavian 
mythology and means ‘rainbow’, a 
bridge between the Earth and heav­
en. T h e educational experim ent, 
which has been ongoing since 1987,

is attracting much attention.
T h o u g h  the school radiates a 

mood o f art and culture, it is not an 
art school. The core tenet o f the 
school is that expressions o f art and 
culture are an important source of 
inspiration in the learning process. 
The Bifrost approach aims to break 
away from the traditional, one-sided 
focus on cognitive learning processes 
and passive education. “We want to 
integrate different dim ensions o f  
learning. In that sense we are very 
much inspired by the American psy­
ch o lo  g is t  H o w a r d  G a r d n e r ,” 
explains Bodil Abildtrup Johansen, 
founder and director o f the Bifrost 
School. “ G ardn er claim s that in 
W estern education we overvalue  
cognitive learning, while hum an  
beings in fact have multiple learning 
capacities. H e distin gu ishes for  
example emotional, social, sensual,

and physical capacities. H ere at 
Bifrost we aim to enhance all these 
different ways o f learning. We value 
a e s th e tic  e x p r e s s io n s  h ig h ly .  
Throughout the building one can 
find a diversity o f artistic creations. 
C h ild ren  here learn  to express  
themselves in many different ways, 
through painting, music, sculpting, 
theatre, writing and poetry. These 
are all different ways o f communica­
tion. We take up the challenge o f  
turning education into an exciting 
endeavour.”

From the beginning the Bifrost 
approach was based on the innate 
inquisitiveness o f children to learn. 
It is the teacher’s task to cherish and 
stimulate these impulses, which can 
only manifest themselves if the chil­
dren continuously have a say in and 
im p a ct on th e ir  ow n le a rn in g  
processes.
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A t  B i f r o s t ,  b o t h  c h i l d r e n  a n d  
t e a c h e r s  b e c o m e  ‘ in v e s t i g a t o r s ’ a n d  
‘ l e a r n e r s ’ . A ll  e d u c a t i o n  is r e l a t e d  t o  
c u l t u r a l - h i s t o r i c  t h e m e s ,  w h i c h  w e  
c a l l  i n s p i r a t i o n  t h e m e s .  O n  a v e r a g e  
t h e  t e a c h e r s  s e l e c t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  
i n s p i r a t i o n  t h e m e s  p e r  y e a r ,  w i t h  
w h i c h  t h e  w h o l e  s c h o o l  w o r k s  d u r ­
i n g  a n  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  
T h e s e  t h e m e s  i n c l u d e  V a n  G o g h ,  
M o z a r t ,  t h e  D a n i s h  c o m p o s e r  C a r l  
N i e l s e n ,  M .  C .  E s c h e r ,  t h e  O l y m p i c  
G a m e s ,  L e o n a r d o  d a  V i n c i ,  a n d  t h e  
c h i l d r e n ’ s b o o k  T h e  M y s t e r y  o f  th e  
P la y i n g  C a r d s  b y  N o r w e g i a n  a u t h o r  
J o s t e i n  G a a r d e r .

J o h a n s e n  e x p l a i n s ,  “ W e  w a n t  t o  
p r o v o k e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  r a i s e  t h e i r  
in t e r e s t  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r i o d s .  I n t r o ­
d u c i n g  n e w  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  b r e a k i n g  
c o n v e n t i o n s ,  c o n f r o n t i n g  a n d  in v e s ­
t ig a t in g :  t h e s e  a r e  all  i m p o r t a n t  p r e ­
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  l e a r n i n g . ”  S i n c e  all 
l e a r n i n g  is r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  d i r e c t  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  s t a n d a r d  
l e a r n i n g  b o o k s  a n d  m e t h o d s  a r e  n o t  
su i ta b le .  B u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  i d e a s  a n d  
p r o p o s a l s  f r o m  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e

t e a c h e r s  a r e  c h a l l e n g e d  t o  c o l l e c t  
a n d  c o m p i l e  all l e a r n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  
t h e m s e lv e s .

E a c h  t h e m e  b r i n g s  a l o n g  its o w n  
p e r s p e c t i v e  o r  s p e c i f i c  a s s i g n m e n t s .  
W h e r e  o n e  t h e m e  s e e m s  a p p r o p r i ­
a te  f o r  a m o r e  a e s t h e t i c  a p p r o a c h ,  
a n o t h e r  m i g h t  b e  m o r e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  
a n a t u r a l  o r  s c i e n t i f i c  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  
a p p r o a c h .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  c r e a t i n g  
s t u d y  m a t e r i a l  d e m a n d s  i n t e n s i v e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  i n q u i s i t i v e n e s s ,  a n d  
p r e s u p p o s e s  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s p i r i t  
o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  t e a c h e r s  c o n ­
s i d e r  th is  t o  b e  a  v e r y  s t i m u l a t i n g  
a n d  i n s p i r i n g  p r o c e s s .

A n o t h e r  r e m a r k a b l e  f e a t u r e  o f  
B i f r o s t  is t h a t  n o  a s s e s s m e n t s  a r e  
m a d e  t h r o u g h  g r a d e s  o r  tests. “ C r e ­
ativ ity ,  f l e x ib i l i t y  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
h a v e  b e c o m e  e v e r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  
a s s e t s  in  c u r r e n t  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  it is 
e x a c t l y  t h o s e  q u a l i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  d i f ­
f i c u l t  t o  e x p r e s s  i n  g r a d e s , ”  s a y s  
J o h a n s e n .  G r a d e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a n x ­
ie ty  a n d  a d d  to  a n  e r r o n e o u s  ‘ l e a r n ­
i n g  f o r  r e w a r d ’ a t t i t u d e .  L e a r n i n g  
s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  as  a  p e r s o n a l

c h a l l e n g e ,  a n d  n o t  s o m e t h i n g  o n e  
d o e s  t o  g a i n  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  o t h e r s .  
F r o m  a n  e a r l y  a g e ,  c h i l d r e n  a t  
B i f r o s t  a r e  t r a i n e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e i r  
o w n  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  as w e l l  as t h o s e  
o f  o t h e r s .  T h e s e  e v a l u a t i o n s  e n c o m ­
p a s s  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  w h a t  c o u l d  b e  
e x p r e s s e d  in  g r a d e s ,  as  t h e y  r e f l e c t  
b o t h  t h e  p r o c e s s  a n d  t h e  r e su l t .  I n  
c l o s e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  
c h i l d r e n  r e v i e w  t h e i r  a c q u i r e d  
k n o w l e d g e ,  m u t u a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  
in t e r e s t ,  c rea t iv i ty ,  t i m e  s c h e d u l i n g ,  
a n d  s o  o n .  B o d i l  J o h a n s e n  f o r m u l a t ­
e d  v e r y  s u c c in c t l y  w h a t  B i l r o s t  is all 
a b o u t :  “A ll  t h e  t im e ,  b o t h  a l o n e  a n d  
t o g e t h e r ,  w e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  
c o u r a g e  a n d  t h e  w i l l  ‘ t o  b e  o n  t h e  
w a y ’ —  n o t  t o  r e a c h  a p r e d e t e r ­
m i n e d  g o a l ,  b u t  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  n e w  
a n d  d i f f e r e n t  p o s s ib i l i t i e s . ”  •

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t :  
B o d i l  A b i l d t r u p  J o h a n s e n ,  c /o  B i f r o s t  
S c h o o l ,  K a j  M u n k s v e j  5 ,  7 4 0 0  H e r n -  
i n g ,  D e n m a r k .  T e l :  +  4 5  9 7  21  3 6  11 .  
< s k o l e l e d e r @ o f i r . d k >

U S A

R E A L I S I N G  

P O T E N T I A L

B R I A N  T O K A R  

T h e  Institute for Social 
E co lo g y  offers an inspired 
interdisciplinary approach.

S IN C E  1974, t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S o c ia l  
E c o l o g y  ( I S E )  ha s  o f f e r e d  in t e n s iv e  
s u m m e r  p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  s t u d e n t -  
c e n t r e d  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m m e s  h i g h ­
l i g h t i n g  o u r  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a p p r o a c h  t o  e c o l o g i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y ,  
p o l i t i c s ,  s o c ia l  t h e o r y  a n d  h a n d s - o n  
p r a x i s .  A s  w e  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  t h i r t i e t h  
a n n i v e r s a r y ,  w e  a r e  a f f i r m i n g  o u r  
c l o s e  ties t o  o n g o i n g  c a m p a i g n s  f o r  
g l o b a l  ju s t i c e ,  f o o d  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  a n d  
d i r e c t  d e m o c r a c y ,  as  w e l l  a s  o u r  
l o n g - r a n g e  r e c o n s t r u c t i v e  v i s i o n s  f o r

a f r e e ,  e c o l o g i c a l  soc ie ty .
It  is t h e  I S E ’s c o r e  b e l i e f  th a t  t h e  

h u m a n  p o t e n t i a l  t o  p la y  a c r e a t i v e  
r o l e  in  n a t u r a l  a n d  so c ia l  e v o l u t i o n  
c a n  b e  r e a l i s e d ,  a n d  th a t  w e  c a n  h e l p  
t o  f o s t e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  f r e e  f r o m  h i e r ­
a r c h y ,  s o c ia l  in e q u i t y  a n d  e c o l o g i c a l  
d e g r a d a t i o n .  W e  v i e w  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  
c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o ­
n o m i c  p o w e r ,  s o c ia l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  sys- 
t e m s  o f  d o m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  
a l a r m i n g  in c r e a s e  in  so c ia l  c o n t r o l  as 
r o o t  c a u s e s  o f  o u r  c u r r e n t  e c o l o g i c a l  
a n d  s o c i a l  c r i s e s .  S o c i a l  e c o l o g y  
e n v i s i o n s  a  d i r e c t l y  d e m o c r a t i c ,  
c o n f e d e r a l  p o l i t i c s ,  a n d  a  m o r a l  
e c o n o m y  th a t  m o v e s  b e y o n d  s ca rc ity  
a n d  h i e r a r c h y  t o w a r d s  a  w o r l d  th at  
t r u ly  c e l e b r a t e s  n a t u r a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  
d ivers ity .  T h u s ,  o u r  c u r r i c u l u m  c o m ­
b i n e s  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  e x p e r i e n t i a l  
l e a r n i n g  in  s u c h  a r e a s  as c o m m u n i t y  
o r g a n i s i n g ,  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  s o c i a l  
t h e o r y ,  a n d  su s ta in a b le  b u i l d i n g  a n d  
l a n d  u s e ,  h e l p i n g  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p  
t h e  s k i l l s ,  i d e a s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
th a t  c a n  h e l p  n u r t u r e  v ib r a n t ,  s e l f ­
g o v e r n e d ,  h e a l t h y  c o m m u n i t i e s .

W e  o f f e r  i n t e n s iv e  s u m m e r  p r o ­
g r a m m e s  in  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e s i g n ,  
B u i l d i n g  a n d  L a n d  U s e ,  as w e l l  as 
o u r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  a c c l a i m e d  p r o ­
g r a m m e ,  R e m a k i n g  S o c i e t y ,  w h i c h  
o f f e r s  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  o v e r v i e w  o f  
all  a s p e c t s  o f  s o c ia l  e c o l o g y .  W e  o f f e r  
b o t h  o n - c a m p u s  a n d  o f f s i t e  i n d e ­
p e n d e n t  s t u d y - b a s e d  p r o g r a m m e s  
at t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  le v e l ,  in  c o l ­
l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  B u r l i n g t o n  C o l l e g e .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  P r e s c o t t  C o l l e g e  a n d  
t h e  I S E  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  l a u n c h e d  a 
r e n e w e d  M a s t e r  o f  A r t s  p r o g r a m m e  
i n  s o c i a l  e c o l o g y ,  w h i c h  c o m b i n e s  
c a m p u s - b a s e d  a n d  o f f - c a m p u s  s t u d y  
m o d e l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  g u i d e d  i n d e p e n d ­
e n t  s tu d y ,  e x p e r i e n t i a l  l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  
c l a s s r o o m - b a s e d  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  o u r  
e x q u i s i t e  C e n t r a l  V e r m o n t  c a m p u s .  
A  h o s t  o f  s h o r t e r  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  
c o u r s e s  a r e  a l s o  a v a i la b le  t h r o u g h ­
o u t  t h e  year .  •

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n :
<  w w w . s o c i a l - e c o l o g y . o r g  >
T e l :  + 1  (8 0 2 )  4 5 4  8 4 9 3 .
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B u i ld in g  a n  o a k - fr a m e d  b a rn  d u r in g  ‘O u td o o r  W o rk ’ a t  B e d a le s  S ch o o l

U K

A  F A M I L Y  

A F F A I R

J O N A T H A N  T A Y L O R  

Bedales s ch o o l con tin u es  to 
push the bou n daries o f  
ed u cation a l o rth od ox ies .

M A N Y  S C H O O L S  c l a i m  t o  ‘ e d u c a t e  
t h e  w h o l e  c h i l d ’ . W e  k n o w  t h a t  as a 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  e c o n o m y  t h e  c o u n t r y  
n e e d s  a  w o r k f o r c e  th a t  is h i g h l y  s p e ­
c i a l i s e d  a n d  s k i l l e d .  B u t  w e  a l s o  
k n o w ,  a s  t e a c h e r s ,  p a r e n t s  a n d  
e m p l o y e r s ,  th a t  a c a d e m i c  g r a d e s  a r e  
o n l y  a sm a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  story .

W h e n  J o h n  B a d l e y  f o u n d e d  
B e d a l e s  in  1 8 9 3 ,  h e  w a n t e d  s o m e ­
t h i n g  m o r e  h u m a n e  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  
t h a n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  o f  h is  d ay .  
T h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  c o - e d u c a t e  g i r l s  a n d  
b o y s  in  a  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  w a s  c r u c ia l  
t o  B a d l e y ’ s b o l d  v i s i o n .  H is  a i m  w as 
t o  g i v e  b o t h  b o y s  a n d  g ir ls  “ t h e  s a m e  
h e a l t h y  l i fe ,  a n d  t h e  s a m e  r a n g e  o f  
in t e l l e c t u a l  t r a i n i n g ” , b e c a u s e  d o i n g  
th is  t o g e t h e r  w o u l d  h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
e f f e c t  o n  t h e  p u p i l s ’ c h a r a c t e r s .

T h e  e d u c a t i o n  w a s  b r o a d :  in  th e  
1 9 1 5  p r o s p e c t u s ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  
d a y  is o u t l i n e d  i n t o  a m o r n i n g  o f  
‘b r a i n  w o r k ’ , a n  a f t e r n o o n  o f ‘h a n d i ­
c r a f t ’ o r  o u t d o o r  w o r k ,  a n d  a n  
e v e n i n g  s p e n t  in  s o c ia l  a c t iv i t ie s  s u c h  
as d r a m a  o r  m u s i c .  T h e s e  w o u l d  b e  
i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  s w i m m i n g ,  g y m ­
n a s t i c s  o r  o t h e r  e x e r c i s e .  B a d l e y  
k n e w  th a t  e d u c a t i o n  is n o t  j u s t  t h e  
c u r r i c u l u m ,  b u t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  that  
e n a b l e  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  —  a n d  w h a t  
w o u l d  b e  r e l e g a t e d  in  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  
t o  t h e  ‘ e x t r a - c u r r i c u l u m ’ —  t o  b e  
d e l i v e r e d .  F o r  B a d l e y ,  w r i t i n g  in  
1 9 2 3 ,  “ t h e  a im  m u s t  b e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  t h e  
m e a n s  e m p l o y e d ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  
m o r a l  d i s c i p l i n e ,  b u t  n o t  m e r e l y  
a u t h o r i t y . ”  H i s  m o d e l  w a s  n o t  t h e  
a r m y  m o d e l  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n ­
t u r y  p u b l i c  s c h o o l ,  b u t  t h e  fa m ily .

T h e r e  a r e  t w o  p a r t i c u l a r  w a y s  in 
w h i c h  B e d a l e s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  set  th e  
p a c e  in  t h e  t w e n t y - f i r s t  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  
t h e s e  a r e  t w o  s t r a n d s  o f  its f o u n d i n g  
h e r i t a g e .  F i r s t ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  is a  c o n s t a n t  d a n g e r  
that  t h e  s c h o o l  w i l l  fa ll  i n t o  o r t h o d o x  
m o d e l s  o f  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  s t r u c ­
t u r e s  o f  g o v e r n a n c e ,  i t  is  t h e  l i f e  
w i t h i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  r e a l l y  
c o u n t s .  W i t h i n  t h e  fu l l  b o a r d i n g  l i fe  
o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  4 0 0  s t u d e n t s  a g e d  
t h i r t e e n  t o  e i g h t e e n  c a n  still  e n j o y  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  u n u s u a l  t r u s t  a n d  
o p e n n e s s  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s .  T h e  
f i r s t - n a m e  t e r m s  a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
u n i f o r m  a r e  m e r e l y  s i g n s  o f  t h e  
d e e p e r  e t h o s  o f  B a d l e y ’ s ‘ f a m i l y ’ 
s c h o o l .

A n d ,  t h r o u g h  ‘ O u t d o o r  W o r k ’ , 
B e d a l e s  s t u d e n t s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  
d e v e l o p  a t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  d o  
s o m e t h i n g  d i s t in c t i v e ,  a n d  p r e p a r e  
t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  a n  a c t iv e  l i fe  b e y o n d  
s c h o o l .  S t u d e n t s  c a n  c h o o s e  a c t iv it ie s  
i n c l u d i n g  b a k i n g  b r e a d ,  b e e - k e e p ­
in g ,  m a k i n g  g a t e s  a n d  g a r d e n  f u r n i ­
t u r e ,  l o o k i n g  a f t e r  l i v e s t o c k ,  w o r k i n g  
t h e  f o r g e ,  a n d  b a s k e t  w e a v i n g .  
R e c e n t  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d e  b u i l d i n g  a n  
o a k - f r a m e d  b a r n  b y  t r a d i t i o n a l  
m e t h o d s ,  a n d  c r e a t i n g  a n d  l a n d ­
s c a p i n g  a lake .  A s  P e t e r  C o a t e s ,  h e a d

o f  O u t d o o r  W o r k ,  says, “ T h e r e  is n o  
s e t  s y l l a b u s ,  n o  n e e d  f o r  a p u b l i c  
p e r f o r m a n c e ,  a n d  n o  c o m p e t i t i o n ;  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  f i n d  it o f f e r s  a n  
a l t e r n a t i v e  o u t l o o k  o n  l i f e  a n d  a 
g o o d  p l a c e  t o  ta lk . ”

C r i t i c s  m i g h t  v o i c e  c o m p l a i n t s  
t h a t  O u t d o o r  W o r k  is ‘ p l a y i n g ’ at 
w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  in  a n  o l d -  
f a s h i o n e d  w a y :  t h e  g e n t l e m a n -  
a m a t e u r  d a b b l i n g  i n  h i s  e s t a t e .  
T h e r e  is a n  a r g u a b l e  c a s e  h e r e ,  a n d  
p e r h a p s  t h e  s c h o o l  n e e d s  t o  ta k e  its 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  a n d  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  
p r o g r a m m e  fu r t h e r .  B u t  f o r  a g r o u p  
o f  s t u d e n t s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  f r o m  c i t y  
b a c k g r o u n d s ,  O u t d o o r  W o r k  n o t  
o n l y  p r o v i d e s  a  r a n g e  o f  n e w  e x p e r i -  
e n c e s ,  i t  e n a b l e s  e x c h a n g e  a n d  
s h a r i n g  b e t w e e n  s t a f f  a n d  s t u d e n t s  
in  a w a y  n o t  o b t a i n a b l e  in  c l a s s r o o m  
t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  a n d  g o e s  s o m e  w a y  
t r u l y  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  w h o l e  
p e r s o n .  •

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t :  
B e d a l e s  S c h o o l ,  P e t e r s f i e l d ,  G U 3 2  
2 D G .  T e l :  + 4 4  ( 0 ) 1 7 3 0  3 0 0  10 0 .
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‘ I ’M  T E R R I B L Y  S O R R Y  T O  B O T H E R  Y O U . . /

HANTS CAS.t i e ]

S T R O L L I N G  R O U N D  
T H E  l o c a l  p a r k ,  1 
h e a r  a n  u n a c c u s ­

t o m e d  n o i s e :  a n  in s is te n t  
d r o n i n g  l ik e  a  h u g e  a n d  
a g g r e s s i v e  b lu e b o t t l e .  M y s ­
t i f y in g  initially, b u t  t h e n  a 
s u s p i c i o n  d a w n s  —  c o n ­
f i r m e d  w h e n  a s m a l l  b o y  
in  a  c r a s h  h e l m e t  is s p o t ­
t e d  o n  his m o t o r i s e d  s c o o t ­
er, w h i z z i n g  r o u n d  w h a t  is 
n o r m a l l y  o n e  o f  t h e  q u i ­
ete s t  bits  o f  t h e  p a r k .  Sit­
t i n g  n e a r b y  o n  a b e n c h ,  
t i m i n g  t h e  b o y ’ s c i r c u i t s  
r o u n d  t h e  t r a n q u i l  s p l e n ­
d o u r s  o f  t h e  r h o d o d e n ­
d r o n  g a r d e n s  w i t h  a 
s t o p w a t c h ,  is a m a l e  a d u l t  
w h o  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  
p a r e n t a l  re sp on s ib i l i ty .

I n t e r v e n t i o n  b e c k o n s .  
S m a l l  t h o u g h  t h e  b o y  a n d  
h is  s c o o t e r  m a y  b e ,  i n n o ­
c e n t  t h o u g h  t h e i r  p a s t im e  
m a y  s e e m ,  it is t h e  k i n d  o f  
n o i s e  th a t  d r i v e s  p e o p l e  to  
r a g e  a n d  d i s t r a c t i o n .  
M o r e  p e r t i n e n t l y ,  t h e  
n o i s y  l i t t l e  t w o - s t r o k e  
s c o o t e r  is a m o t o r i s e d  
v e h i c l e  a n d  a s  s u c h  h a s  
b e e n  b a n n e d  f r o m  t h e  
p a r k  s i n c e  last year .  W it h  
a  d e g r e e  o f  f o r b e a r a n c e ,  I 
p o i n t  t h i s  o u t  t o  a d u l t  
m a l e ,  w h o  a p p e a r s  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  a c c e p t ,  
a l b e i t  w i t h  a d e g r e e  o f  
r e s e n t m e n t .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r ­
w a r d s  g i a n t  b l u e b o t t l e  
n o i s i l y  e x i t s  p a r k .  I t  is 
s u r e l y  o n l y  a m a t t e r  o f  
t i m e  b e f o r e  s c o o t e r - r a c i n g  
is a n  O l y m p i c  s p o r t .

1 s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
i n t e r v e n i n g  a lo t  r e c e n t ly  
—  a s k i n g  p e o p l e  n o t  t o  
p i c k  f l o w e r s  in t h e  w o o d s ,  
n o t  t o  c h o p  d o w n  t r e e s ,

n o t  t o  u s e  t h e i r  m o b i l e  
p h o n e s  in t h e  q u i e t  hit o f  
t h e  t r a i n .  I n e x o r a b l y ,  1 
f i n d  m y s e l f  t u r n i n g  i n t o  a 
k i n d  o f  v i g i la n t e ,  a lb e i t  a 
p o l i t e  o n e  o f  t h e  “ T e r r i b l y  
s o r r y  t o  b o t h e r  y o u  b u t  
d i d  y o u  k n o w . . . ? ”  v ar ie ty .  
T h o u g h  1 t h in k  I h a v e  it 
i n  m e  t o  b e  t h e  o t h e r  
k i n d ,  t h e  r e d - f a c e d ,  f ist -  
s h a k i n g ,  k i n d .  W h e n  
y o u ’ v e  s a i d ,  “ T e r r i b l y  
s o r r y  t o  b o t h e r  y o u  b u t  
d i d  y o u  k n o w  y o u  c a n ’ t 
u s e  y o u r  p h o n e / d r i v e  
y o u r  c a r / p i c k  t h e  f l o w ­
e r s ? ”  a n d  s o  o n  f o r  t h e  
f i f t i e t h  t i m e ,  t h e  s m i l e ,  
a n d  t h e  p o l i t e s s e ,  c a n  
start  t o  fray.

T h e  y e a r s  h a v e  t a k e n  
t h e  e d g e  o f f  v i g i la n t i s m  —  
o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n i s m ,  a s  i t ’ s 
p r o b a b l y  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  to  
c a l l  it  ( t h e  p o l i t e  v a r ie ty ,  
a n y w a y ) .  W h e n  I w a s  a 
k i d ,  e v e r y o n e  d i d  i t .  
I n t e r v e n t i o n  w a s  a f u l l ­
t i m e  a d u l t  j o b .  M e r e l y  
b e i n g  a c h i l d  w a s  s u f f i ­
c ie n t  r e a s o n  f o r  s o m e o n e  
t o  c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  y o u .  
N o w ,  w e  s e e m  t o  h a v e  
t u r n e d  n o n - j u d g e m e n t a l -  
i s m  i n t o  a n  a r t  f o r m .  A n d  
a l t h o u g h  t h e y ’ r e  w o n d e r ­
fu l  q u a l i t i e s  in t h e i r  w a y  
—  n o n - j u d g e m e n t a l i s m ,  
t o l e r a n c e ,  e m p a t h y ,  a 
h e a l t h y  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  
a u t h o r i t y  —  t h e y  h a v e  
c r e a t e d  a  m e a s u r e  o f  
u n r u l i n e s s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  in 
th a t  a r e a  w e  call  t h e  ‘p u b ­
lic  r e a lm ' .

O n e  r e a s o n  i n t e r v e n ­
t i o n i s m  is o n  t h e  d e c l i n e  is 
its u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y .  O n c e ,  
p e o p l e  —  c h i l d r e n ,  a n y ­
w a y  —  w o u l d  h a v e  t u r n e d  
r e d  a n d  s l u n k  a w a y  i f  
u p b r a i d e d .  N o w  t h e y ’ r e  
just as l ike ly  t o  r e p l y  w ith  
a t o r r e n t  o f  a b u s e ,  t h e  
m u c h - f a v o u r e d  o n e - f i n ­

g e r  s a lu te  ( w h a t e v e r  h a p ­
p e n e d  t o  t h e  t w o - f i n g e r e d  
o n e ? ) ,  o r ,  i f  y o u ’ r e  v e r y  
u n l u c k y ,  s o m e t h i n g  c o n ­
c u s s  i v e , s t a i n i n g  a n d  
p o t e n t i a l l y  v ira l .  M y  p a r t ­
n e r  r e m o n s t r a t e d  r e c e n t l y  
w i t h  s o m e o n e  a b u s i n g  a 
d o g  i n  t h e  l o c a l  h i g h  
s t re e t  a n d  w a s  s p a t  at w i t h  
a m o u t h f u l  o f  c h e w e d - u p  
h a m b u r g e r .  A  f r i e n d  o f  
h e r s  i n t e r v e n e d  i n  a 
s c h o o l g i r l  f i g h t  a n d  g o t  
p u n c h e d  in  t h e  fa c e .  F ar  
e a s i e r  t o  w a l k  o n  b y .  
L e a v e  p o l i c i n g  t o  t h e  p r o ­
f e s s io n a ls .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  e v e n  
( h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a r e  
b e c o m i n g  lee ry .  A  d e c a d e  
a g o ,  t h e  l o c a l  c o u n c i l  
i n t r o d u c e d  a n e w  b r e e d  
o f  r a n g e r  t o  o u r  p a r k s ,  
w i t h  a n  i m p r e s s i v e l y  
c a t h o l i c  j o b  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  
i n c l u d i n g ,  o n e  t h o u g h t ,  
i n t e r v e n i n g .  B u t  t h e  
r a n g e r s  d e c i d e d  t o  stay in  
t h e i r  h u t s  a n  cl w r i t e  
m e m o s  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  S o  
t h e y  a r e  n o w  b e i n g  
r e p l a c e d  b y  tin e v e n  n e w e r  
b r e e d  o f  h i g h l y  p a i d  
s u p e r - i n t e r v e n e r  c a l l e d  
c o m m u n i t y  w a r d e n s ,  w h o  
will  s t r id e  r o u n d  p a r k s  in 
b r i g h t l y  c o l o u r e d  j a c k e t s  
a n d ,  er, i n t e r v e n e .  T h a t ' s

t h e  i d e a  a n y w a y .  B u t  
a l r e a d y  t h e  w a r d e n s  a r e  
b e i n g  l a b e l l e d  ‘w h i s p e r i n g  
g r a s s e s ’ , i .e .  p o l i c e  n a r k s ,  
a n d  it  is s a i d  t h e y  w o n ’ t 
w a n t  t o  i n t e r v e n e  t o o  
m u c h  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
t h r e a t  o f  r e t r i b u t i o n  f r o m  
i n t e r v e n e e s .  W h a t  t h e  
n e x t  s t e p  w i l l  b e  is a n y ­
o n e ’ s g u e s s .  A  p r e - e m p ­
t i v e  i n v a s i o n  o f  u r b a n  
g r e e n  s p a c e  b y  a  U S - l e d  
c o a l i t i o n ?

I t  w o u l d  c l e a r l y  b e  
m u c h  b e t t e r  if m o r e  p e o ­
p l e  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  
i n t e r v e n e  m o r e  o f t e n ,  in  a 
k i n d  o f  n o i l - c o n f r o n t a ­
t i o n a l ,  G a n d h i - e s q u e  way, 
s in c e  th is  m i g h t  u l t im a t e ly  
w e a r  o f f e n d e r s  d o w n .  
F o g e y i s h  t h o u g h  it m a y  
s o u n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n e  is 
s a d l y  d r i v e n  t o  t h e  
t h o u g h t  t h a t ,  l i k e  s t a t e  
i n d u s t r i e s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  
s c h o o l s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  
in s t i t u t i o n s ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
h a s  b e e n  p r iv a t i s e d .  W e ’ re  
s o  b u s y  m a k i n g  m o n e y ,  
a d v a n c i n g  c a r e e r s ,  c o n ­
s u m i n g  o b j e c t s ,  th a t  t h e  
w i d e r  w o r l d  —  t h e  p u b l i c  
r e a l m  —  is f o r g o t t e n .  I t ’ s 
n o t  j u s t  t h a t  w e  d o n ’ t 
c a r e .  I t ’ s th a t  w e  d o n ’ t s e e  
w h a t  t h e r e  i s  t o  c a r e  
a b o u t .  •
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A R T :  K E I T H  G R A N T

L O V E  O F  

C R E A T I O N
I n t e r v i e w  b y  P e t e r  A b b s  

A  celebration o f  nature through landscape.

O O K I N G  B A C K  O N  y o u r  
w o r k ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  
h a v e  a c h i e v e d ?
I h a v e  r e m a i n e d  t r u e  t o  m y  

in i t i a l  r e a s o n  f o r  f o l l o w i n g  s u c h  a 
v o c a t i o n  —  t o  h a v e  d e v o t e d  m y  life  
a n d  w o r k  t o  a  c o n t i n u o u s  c e l e b r a t i o n  
o f  n a t u r e  t h r o u g h  l a n d s c a p e  p a i n t ­
i n g .  I h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  a r e c e p t i v e  
a n d  a r e te n t iv e  m i n d ,  a n d  visual m e m ­
o r i e s  w h i c h  a r e  t o  m e  r e v e la t o r y .  I 
h a v e  n o t  a c h i e v e d  th is  t h r o u g h  f ie ld  
e x p e r i e n c e  a l o n e  b u t  t h r o u g h  a 
h u m b l i n g  s p i r i t u a l  i d e n t i t y  w i t h  th e  
l a n d ,  b o t h  s e e n  a n d  felt .

I n  t h e  f i f t h  d e c a d e  o f  m y  w o r k ,  
a w e  in  t h e  fa c e  o f  e l e m e n t a l  n a t u r e  is 
r e p l a c e d  b y  a f e e l i n g  o f  ‘ o n e n e s s ’ 
w i t h  m y  s u b j e c t .  I t  is as i f  I a m  a 
p h y s i c a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  
f o r m s  a n d  m o o d s  o f  n a t u r e  w h i c h  I 
s tu d y .

I  s e e  y o u r  w o r k  d i v i d i n g  i n t o  a t  
l e a s t  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s :  t h e  E n g l i s h  
l a n d s c a p e  p a i n t i n g s ,  t h e  p a i n t i n g s  
o f  t h e  t r o p i c a l  S o u t h ,  a n d  t h e  p a i n t ­
i n g s  o f  t h e  N o r t h .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  
t h e s e  d i v i s i o n s  c a p t u r e  t h e  r a n g e  o f  
t h e  w o r k ?
T h e r e  is a n a t u r a l  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  
m y  e a r l i e r  E n g l i s h  l a n d s c a p e  p a i n t ­
i n g  t o  th a t  o f  t h e  N o r t h .  T h e  E q u a ­
t o r i a l  T r o p i c s  a r e  a n  i n t e r l u d e  
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  m e  n o w  in  o n e  r e s p e c t  
o n l y :  th a t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  t o p o g r a p h y  o f  
t h e  t r o p i c s  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  N o r t h .  
T h a t  d i f f e r e n c e  is s i m p l y  o n e  o f  s e n ­
s a t i o n .  I n  t h e  j u n g l e  e v e r y  m o v e ­
m e n t  c o u n t s  a n d  h a s  t o  b e  v e r i f i e d ,  
s i n c e  s o  m u c h  th a t  is d a n g e r o u s  is 
c o n c e a l e d .  B u t  a l s o  t h e  s p a c e  is so

c l o s e  it is a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  sca le .
T h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  E n g l a n d  t o  

t h e  N o r t h  is, f irstly, a c u l t u r a l  p a s ­
s a g e .  I w a s  a s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  
N o r t h  as 1 w a s  u n p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  

j u n g l e .  N o t h i n g  I e n c o u n t e r e d  in  t h e  
N o r t h  w a s  u n e x p e c t e d ;  e v e r y t h i n g  
in  t h e  t r o p i c s  w as .  Y et  m y  n o r t h e r n  
e n c o u n t e r s  r e i n f o r c e d  a n  i r r a t i o n a l  
l o v e ,  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  w h i c h  I c a n n o t  
t r a c e  s a v e  it b e  in  m y  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  
s n o w  as a c h i l d  a n d  m y  fa n t a s ie s  o f  
b l o n d  h a i r  as a  y o u t h .  B u t  h o w e v e r  
t h e  s e e d  w a s  s o w n ,  it f l o u r i s h e d ,  a n d  
a n y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a c c o r d e d  t o  m y  
w o r k  s t e m s  f r o m  th at  fact .

C o u l d  y o u  s a y  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  E n g ­
l i s h  l a n d s c a p e s ?  I s  i t  t r u e  t h a t  
J a c q u e t t a  H a w k e s ’ A  L a n d  e x e r t e d  a  
p o w e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e ?
T o  b e g i n  w it h ,  m y  i n t e r e s t  in  l a n d ­
s c a p e  w as  m y  r e a s o n  f o r  g o i n g  t o  a rt  
s c h o o l  a n d  d e c i d i n g  t h a t  m y  l i f e  
w o u l d  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  p a i n t i n g  
i n s p i r e d  d i r e c t l y  b y  n a t u r e .  M y  f irst  
l a n d s c a p e s  w e r e  p r o f o u n d l y  i n f l u ­
e n c e d  b y  J a c q u e t t a  H a w k e s ’ b o o k .  I 
s o u g h t  l a n d s c a p e s  o f  g e o l o g i c a l  s ig ­
n i f i c a n c e  a n d ,  later, t h o s e  w h i c h  b o r e  
t h e  i m p r i n t s  o f  e a r ly  h u m a n  l i fe .  I 
d e v e l o p e d  a n  in t e r e s t  in  a r c h a e o l o g y .  
M a n y  o f  m y  p a i n t i n g s  at  t h a t  t i m e  
h a d  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t u m u l i ,  m e n h i r s ,  
o p p i d a ,  a n d  C e l t i c  f i e ld  s y s t e m s ;  a n d  
in  th is  w o r k  m y  r e a d i n g  o f  A  L a n d  
a n d  m y  a d m i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k  o f  
P a u l  N a s h  w e r e  in s p i r a t i o n a l .

I b e c a m e  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  R i c h a r d  
J e f f r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  T h e  S t o r y  o f  m y  
H e a r t .  I w e n t  t o  P e v e n s e y  C a s t l e  a n d  
t o  t h e  D o w n s ,  a t t e m p t i n g  in  m y  
w o r k  t o  r e c a p t u r e  t h e  m o o d  I f o u n d  
s o  c o m p e l l i n g  in  h is  w o r k .  T h o m a s

H a r d y  w a s  a n o t h e r  e a r l y  e n t h u s i ­
a s m ,  as w a s  t h e  p o e t r y  o f  A .  E. H o u s -  
m a n .  I m a d e  s e r i e s  o f  p a i n t i n g s ,  
f i g u r e  c o m p o s i t i o n s  o r  m o r e  a c c u ­
ra te ly  ‘ f i g u r e s  in  a l a n d s c a p e ’ b a s e d  
o n  J u d e  th e  O b s c u r e  a n d  A  S h r o p s h ir e  
L a d .  I t h e n  c a m e  t o  t h e  I c e l a n d i c  
S a g a s  a n d  t o  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  A n g l o -  
S a x o n  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  I k n e w  t h a t  
o n l y  in  t h e  t r u e  N o r t h  w o u l d  I b e  
a b l e  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  v i s i o n  I h a d  c o m ­
p i l e d  in  m y  i m a g i n a t i o n  f r o m  s o  
m a n y  d i s p a r a t e  s o u r c e s .

L i g h t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  y o u r  w o r k .  C o u l d  
y o u  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  y o u r  r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p  t o  l i g h t ?
1 d o  n o t  try  t o  p a i n t  l i g h t  b e c a u s e  it 
is ‘ p r o b l e m a t i c a l  in  a r t ’ b u t  b e c a u s e  
l i g h t  is  a d i m e n s i o n  o f  c r e a t i o n  
w h i c h  p e r v a d e s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  as is 
d a r k n e s s .  T h e  c o u n t e r c h a n g e  o f  
t h e s e  o p p o s i t e s  fu s e s  i n t o  t h e  p r o -  
f o u n d e s t  o r d e r i n g  o f  l i fe  in  w h i c h  w e  
a r e  all p a r t i c ip a n t s .  T h e  n u a n c e s  a n d  
v a r i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  u l t i m a t e  v i s u a l  
l ig h t  a n d  u l t im a t e  v isu a l  d a r k  a r e  t h e  
r i g h t f u l  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  p a i n t i n g  as 
t h e y  a r e  o f  o u r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  as w e l l  
as  p h y s i c a l  b e i n g .  N o  w o r k  o f  a r t  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  c o l o u r ,  t o n e  a n d  s p a c e  
c a n  h a v e  a n y  m e a n i n g  s a v e  t h r o u g h  
l ig h t .

A n d  l i g h t  r e l a t e s  t o  y o u r  l o v e  o f  t h e  
N o r t h  w h i c h  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  y o u r  
d e e p e s t  i n s p i r a t i o n .  C a n  y o u  s a y  
m o r e  a b o u t  w h a t  d r a w s  y o u  t o  t h e  
N o r t h  a n d  w h a t  y o u r  p a i n t i n g s  o f  
t h e  N o r t h  s e e k  t o  e x p r e s s ?
E a r l i e r  I w a s  p e r h a p s  f l i p p a n t  in  t r y ­
i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  w h a t  d r a w s  m e  t o  t h e  
N o r t h  b u t  t h e  fa ct  is I c a n ’ t r e a l ly  
e x p l a i n  it a n d ,  i f  I w e r e  t o  s u c c e e d ,  I
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f e a r  th a t  1 w o u l d  h a v e  d i v e s t e d  t h e  
N o r t h  o f  its m y s t e r y  f o r  m e .  P e r h a p s  
1 a m  t o u c h e d  b y  th a t  s a m e  p o e t i c  
i d e a l i s m  w h i c h  B a r r y  L o p e z  c o n v e y s  
in t h e  A r c t i c  D r e a m s .  B u t  t h o u g h  1 
r e c o g n i s e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  
f l o r a  a n d  f a u n a  o f  t h e  A r c t i c  it is 
m o r e  t h e  i n o r g a n i c  f o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  
a r c h i t e c t o n i c  s u b - s t r a t a  o f  t h e  E a r th ,  
a n d  its i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  l i g h t ,  d a r k ­
n e s s  a n d  s p a c e  w h i c h  m o t i v a t e  m e .  
P e r h a p s  I a m  t r y i n g  t o  n e g a t e  t h e  
fa ct  o f  e v e n t u a l  o b l i v i o n  b y  e l e v a t i n g  
a c o s m i c  d i s p a s s i o n  as a n  i n t e r m e d i ­
a r y  b e t w e e n  l i fe  a n d  d e a t h .  B u t  1 a m  
c e r t a i n  o f  t h i s :  t h a t  e x i s t e n c e  is a  
m i r a c l e  o f  s u c h  m a g n i t u d e  t h a t  a n y  
t h o u g h t  o f  h o w  a c c i d e n t a l  its b e g i n ­
n i n g  w a s  is t r a n s c e n d e d  b y  t h e  fact 
t h a t  o u r  l iv e s  a r e  b e i n g  l i v e d  c o n ­
n e c t e d  t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  
h a v e  g o n e  b e f o r e  u s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  
a r e  t o  c o m e ,  a n d  th a t  t h e  c o l o s s a l  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s m o s  is 
e n g a g e d  in  t h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  l i fe .  
N o t h i n g  c a n  e v e r  c h a n g e  t h e  t r u t h  
o f  o u r  e x i s t e n c e .

1 a m  t h e r e f o r e  d r a w n  t o  t h e  
N o r t h  —  l ike  t h e  c o m p a s s  n e e d l e ,  it 
h a s  d e f i n e d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  m y  l ife  
as n o  o t h e r  p l a c e  h a s .  T h e  r e s t  is 
u n e x p l a i n a b l e .

D o  y o u  s e e  y o u r  w o r k  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
c u r r e n t  e c o l o g i c a l  c r i s i s ?
M y  w o r k  is i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  E a r t h  
a n d  i t s  m a n y  i n t e r a c t i o n s  a n d  is 
t h e r e f o r e ,  ip so  fa c to ,  r e l a t e d  t o  e c o ­

l o g i c a l  i s s u e s .  B u t  t h e  w o r k  is n o t  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c r i s i s  —  
r a t h e r  it c o n c e r n s  t h e  E a r t h ’ s u l t i ­
m a t e  i n v u ln e r a b i l i t y  t o  e c o l o g i c a l  d i s ­
a s t e r  a n d  r e f l e c t s  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  
n a t u r e  b e y o n d  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  d i s t u r ­
b a n c e s  c r e a t e d  b y  h u m a n  d i s r e g a r d .

D o  y o u  t h i n k  w e  a r e  i n  n e e d  o f  
s o m e  k i n d  o f  e c o - a e s t h e t i c s ?  H o w  
w o u l d  y o u  s e e  s u c h  a  m o v e m e n t ?
W e  a r e  in  n e e d ,  d e s p e r a t e l y  in  n e e d ,  
o f  a n  a e s t h e t i c s  c o d e ,  n o t  f i x e d  b u t  
d y n a m i c  a n d  c a p a b l e  o f  g u i d i n g  
o b j e c t i v e  j u d g e m e n t .  It p r e s u p p o s e s  
a n  ‘ e c o ’ d i m e n s i o n .  B u t  I c a n n o t  s e e  
as b u t  r e t r o g r a d e  a n  a t t e m p t  at  e c o -  
p r o p a g a n d a  t h r o u g h  a r t .  T h e  c r e ­
a t iv e  a c t  in i t s e l f  is t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  e c o - c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

W h e r e  w o u l d  y o u  s a y  y o u r  w o r k  i s  
t a k i n g  y o u  n o w ?  I s  i t  a  m a t t e r  o f  
f u r t h e r  r e f i n e m e n t  o r  a r e  t h e r e  n e w  
t h e m e s ?
I d o  n o t  t h i n k  in  t e r m s  o f  f u r t h e r  
r e f i n e m e n t .  M y  m a i n  t h e m e  n o w  is 
t o  r e la t e  m y  l i fe  p a s s i o n a t e ly  t o  t h e  
i n d i s p u t a b l e  fa ct  o f  m y  a g e .  M y  r e a l ­
istic e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  
in  m y  a r t  d e p e n d  s o l e l y  u p o n  m y  
c o n t i n u i n g  r e s p o n s e  t o  n a t u r e .

W h e r e  w o u l d  y o u  s a y  y o u r  p a i n t ­
i n g s  b e l o n g  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  a r t  s c e n e  
i n  B r i t a i n ?
T h e y  s i m p l y  b e l o n g  in t h e  t i m e  t h e y  
w e r e  c r e a t e d .  T h e y  r e f l e c t  all  I w is h

t h e m  t o  a s  a n  a r t i s t .  T h e y  a r e  
n a t u r e - i n s p i r e d  a n d  t h e y  a r e  
a n a c h r o n i s t i c  o n l y  in s o  fa r  as f a s h ­
i o n  f i t fu l ly  a n d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  d i s m is s e s  
t h e m .  D e s p i t e  th is ,  I a n d  m y  w o r k s  
e x i s t  a n d  th a t  is h o w  I a n d  m y  w o r k  
f it  i n t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  s c e n e .  H o w e v e r ,  I 
f e e l  I a m  a p a r t  o f  a g r o w i n g  b o d y  o f  
c r e a t i v e  w o r k  w h i c h  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  a 
c o n c e r n  f o r  n a t u r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  that  
w o r k  w h i c h  ta k es  its i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o n t  
l a n d s c a p e .

C o u l d  y o u  s p e a k  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y  t o  a r t ?
P e r s o n a l ly ,  1 a m  u n c e r t a i n  a b o u t  h o w  
t o  d e f i n e  s p i r i t u a l i ty  a n d  r e lu c t a n t  to  
fe e l  it s e p a r a t e  as a  t h i n g  w h i c h  c a n  
b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  l i fe  it 
d e f i n e s .  T h e  g r e a t  W e s t e r n  C h r i s t i a n  
m a s t e r p i e c e s  a r e  i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  t h e  
fa i th fu l  as s p i r i t u a l ,  b u t  sp i r i t u a l i ty  in 
ar t  g o e s  b e y o n d  that .  A r t  is a  m i c r o -  
c o s m i c  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  m i r a c l e  o f  
c r e a t i o n  itself . N o t  o n l y  d o e s  t h e  act 
o f  a r t i s t i c  c r e a t i o n  r e f l e c t  th is ,  b u t  
th e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  w o r k  o f  a r t  p o i n t s  to  
th e  i n c o n t r a d i c t a b l e  p u r p o s e  o f  l i fe .

T o  b e  a n  artist  c a p a b l e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  
in s ig h t ,  a n d  t h u s  a b l e  t o  e x p r e s s  it 
t h r o u g h  c r e a t i v e  w o r k ,  p r e s u p p o s e s  
a  o n e n e s s  w i t h  n a t u r e  it se l f  b e c a u s e  
th e  s p i r i t u a l  is b e y o n d  o u r  o w n  fa s h ­
i o n i n g  a n d  c a n  o n l y  e x is t  w h e n  t h e  
o p e n i n g  in  a r t  f o r  its p r e s e n c e  is 
t h e r e .  T h e  a r t i s t  m u s t  s t a n d  w i t h  
h u m i l i t y  b e f o r e  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e  l o v e  
o f  all c r e a t i o n .  •
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A R T :  S U Z Y  G A B L I K

M Y S T E R Y  O F  C O L O U R

I  T E N D  T O  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i n g s  
d o n ’ t h a p p e n  in  l i fe  w h e n  y o u  
w a n t  t h e m  t o ,  b u t  w h e n  t h e y  
a r e  d e s t i n e d  t o  o c c u r .  S y n -  

c h r o n i c i t y  is a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  ‘ h a r ­
m o n y  in  t i m e ’ . I t  w a s  s y n c h r o n i s t i c  
t h a t  j u s t  as  t h e  w a r  in  I r a q  s e e m e d  to 
c o l o u r  t h e  w o r l d  e m o t i o n a l l y ,  I h a p ­
p e n e d  t o  b e  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  c o l o u r .  
P l u m e s  o f  b l a c k  s m o k e  w e r e  still v is i ­
b l e  o v e r  B a g h d a d ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  
w i t h  c o l o u r ,  as  i f  p u s h e d  o u t  o f  a 
p l a n e ,  h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  t h e  d u l l  
a n d  d u s t y  r u b b l e  o f  war.

“ W e  l i v e  in  d a r k  t i m e s . ”  T h e  
p h r a s e  t o o k  o n  n e w  l i fe  as I b e g a n  to  
t h i n k  a b o u t  h o w  c o l o u r  g e t s  e x t i n ­
g u i s h e d  d u r i n g  a w a r .  A n d  t h e n  I 
u n d e r s t o o d  s o m e t h i n g .  C o l o u r  is 
e n e r g y .  W h e n  y o u  s e e  it y o u  fe e l  like 
y o u  a r e  w a l k i n g  o n  a t r a m p o l i n e .  I n  
t i m e s  o f  t r a u m a t i c  in ten s ity ,  t h e  p s y ­
c h o l o g i c a l  e x u b e r a n c e  o f  c o l o u r  is a 

f o r c e  m a je u r e ,  t h e  g r e a t  a n t i d o t e ,  a n

A  life w ithout colour is 
only half a life.

a n i m a t i n g  d i f f u s e r ,  t r e n c h a n t  a n d  
r e f r e s h i n g ,  l ik e  o c e a n  air. It is d e c i d ­
e d l y  u n n e r v i n g  w h e n  it d i s a p p e a r s .

C o n s i d e r  th is  m a r v e l l o u s  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n  b y  R i c k  B ass ,  w h i c h  c a p t u r e s  t h e  
i n t e n s i t y  o f  p s y c h i c  s h o c k  w h e n  
c o l o u r  s u d d e n l y  r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  w o r l d  
in  f r a c t u r e d  b its  th a t  s p a r k l e ,  l ike  c u t  
g lass ,  a f t e r  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  a b s t i n e n c e  
o f  w in t e r :

A  s i n g l e  g l o w i n g  b l u e b i r d ,  
h u r t l i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s n o w ,  w o u l d  
b e  t o o  m u c h ;  w e  w o u l d  fa ll  o v e r  
b a c k w a r d s  b e s m o t e .  W e  h a v e  t o  
start  sm a l l ,  a n d  s lo w ;  o u r  b o d i e s  
m u s t  e a s e  b a c k  i n t o  a  w o r l d  o f  
c o l o u r  —  e m e r a l d ,  t o p a z ,  c o b a l t ,  
o x b l o o d ,  s a p p h i r e .  T o o  m u c h  t o o  
s o o n  a n d  o u r  b r a i n s  w o u l d  b e  
b r u i s e d  b y  t h e  s u d d e n  e x p a n s i o n

o f  c o l o u r  i n t o  a p l a c e  w h e r e  f o r  s o  
l o n g  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a n  a b s e n c e .  

C o l o u r  t o u c h e s  o n  e v e r y t h i n g  —  
f o o d ,  i n t e r i o r  d e s i g n ,  c l o t h i n g ,  p a i n t ­
i n g ,  g a r d e n s ,  f l o w e r s .  I n  m u r k y ,  
d o l o r o u s  t i m e s  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  is 
a d r i f t ,  t h e  l u s h n e s s  a n d  d a z z l e  o f  
c o l o u r  m a y  j u s t  b e  th a t  s p e c ia l  t h i n g  
t h a t  c a n  s a v e  u s .  O n e  c o u l d  e v e n  
a r g u e  th a t  c o l o u r  is a  f r a c ta l  f o r  le t ­
t i n g  t h e  a n g e l  o u t .  Yet  in  o u r  W e s t ­
e r n  c u l t u r e  w e  h a v e  l a r g e ly  s t r i p p e d  
o u r s e l v e s  o f  m e a n i n g f u l  r i tu a ls  th at  
n e e d l e p o i n t  c o l o u r s  i n t o  t h e  v e r y  air. 
I a m  still  n u d g e d  t o w a r d  i n t o x i c a t i o n  
m e r e l y  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  a p i c t u r e  I 
o n c e  s a w  o f  a  fe s t iv a l  in  H y d e r a b a d ,  
I n d i a .  T h e  t e e n a g e r s  s h o w e r e d  e a c h  
o t h e r  w i t h  b r i l l ia n t  p o w d e r e d  c e r i s e  
d y e  t o  c o l o u r  t h e i r  s k in  a n d  c l o t h i n g  
b r i g h t  p in k .  D e c a d e s  a f t e r  t h e  fa ct ,  I 
c a n  still r e m e m b e r  t b e  thri l l  o f  w a l k ­
i n g  t h r o u g h  a  c r o w d e d  s t re e t  b a z a a r  
in  O l d  D e l h i  a n d  r e v e l l i n g  in  t h e  b a s -
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U n t i t l e d ,  p a i n t i n g  b y  d e l  B e r g m a n

kets  o f  p o m e g r a n a t e s  a n d  l im e s ,  t h e  
f l o w e r  g a r l a n d s  a n d  c h i l d r e n ’ s ha ts ,  
t h e  b a n a n a s ,  p i n e a p p l e s  a n d  
c a b b a g e s .  C o m p a r e d  w i t h  th is  c o l ­
l a g e  o f  c o l o u r s  c o l l i d i n g ,  m i n g l i n g ,  
a n t i  m u l t i p l y i n g  i n d e f i n i t e l y ,  t h e  
m o n o t o n y  o f  s u p e r m a r k e t  s h o p p i n g  
d o e s n ’ t cu t  t h e  m u s t a r d .

I a m  a r e g u l a r  d i n g b a t  w h e n  it 
c o m e s  t o  c o l o u r  —  t h e  m o r e  f l a m ­
b o y a n t  t h e  b e t t e r .  C o l o u r  is t o t a l  
i m m e r s i o n  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  i n v o l v e ­
m e n t .  O r n a m e n t s ,  tasse ls ,  t e x t u r e s ,  
p o m p o n s ,  s e q u i n s ,  f l u o r e s c e n t  h u e s  
g a lv a n i s e  m y  c rea t iv ity .  J u s t  t h e  v iv id  
b l u e  u p s u r g e  o f  i n d i g o  d y e  o n  a 
m o v i n g  r u f f l e  w i l l  t u r n  m e  i n t o  a 
b a b y  b a c c h a n t e .

SO  W H E R E  D I D  m y  c u l t u r e  l o s e  m e ,  
e x a c t l y ?  P e r h a p s  it  w a s  y e a r s  a g o ,  
s o m e w h e r e  o n  W all  S t r e e t ,  as I s t o o d  
a m o n g  g r e y  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  g r e y  su its ,  
i n  a p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e r e  is h a r d l y  e v e n  
a f l i c k e r  o f  c o l o u r  i n  a n y o n e ’ s 
t h o u g h t s .

N o  s o o n e r  h a d  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  
i d e a s  ‘ s p a r k e d ’ , c a u s i n g  m e  t o  n o t i c e  
a s y m m e t r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n t r a c t e d  
w o r l d  o f  w a r  a n d  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  
r a d i a n c e  o f  c o l o u r ,  t h a n  a g i f t  a r r i v e d  
in  m y  m a i l b o x ,  l ike  a  p e r s o n a l  o m e n .  
I n s i d e  t h e  p a c k a g e  w a s  a s m a l l  p i c ­
t u r e  o f  a t r e e ,  p a i n t e d  b y  m y  f r i e n d

C i e l  B e r g m a n ,  w h o  l i v e s  in  N e w  
M e x i c o .  T h e  t r e e  w a s  n o t  a n  o r d i ­
n a r y  t r e e .  S t a n d i n g  a l o n e  a g a in s t  a  
g r a p h i t e  sky ( n o t  u n l i k e  t h e  o n e  I ’ d  
b e e n  l o o k i n g  at  in  I r a q ) ,  this t r e e  w as 
b l o o d  r e d ,  a b u r n i n g  b u s h  w i t h  t iny  
p a r t i c l e s  o f  l ig h t  th at  i n f u s e d  l u m i ­
n o u s  e n e r g y  i n t o  t h e  b r u i s e d  a n d  
g l o o m y  air. I m m e d i a t e l y  I s a w  t h e  
t r e e ’ s m y s t i c a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I r e c o g ­
n i s e d  it as a  t a n t r i c  a d e p t ,  r a d i a t i n g  
d i a m o n d - l i k e  c o n f i d e n c e  o v e r  t h e  
e n t i r e  w o r l d .  A n d  I c o u l d  a l m o s t  
h e a r  it  s p e a k  t h e s e  w o r d s  b y  H u s t o n  
S m i t h :  “ C a n  t h e r e  b e  a n  u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g  o f  l i fe  s o  s t a g g e r i n g  in  its i m m e n ­
sity  th a t ,  in  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  it, e v e n  
g u l a g s  a n d  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  s e e m  l ike  
d r o p p e d  i c e  c r e a m  c o n e s ? ”

T h e n  c a m e  t h e  o r a c u l a r  a n s w e r .  
O n l y  i f  w e  o p e n  t o  t h o s e  w i d e r  c i r ­
c u i t s ,  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  l i fe  g e n e r a t e s  
u n u s u a l  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  m i r a c u l o u s  
e f f e c t s .  W e  n e e d  t o  f o c u s  o u r  l e n s  o n  
t h e  s a m e  s p o t ,  w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n ,  
a t  t h e  r i g h t  d i s t a n c e ,  u n t i l  t h e  o b j e c t  
s i t u a t e d  in  t h e  m i n d  c a t c h e s  f ire .

T h e  t r u t h  is I h a d  n e v e r  r e a l l y  
t h o u g h t  a b o u t  h o w  m e a n i n g s  g a t h e r  
a r o u n d  c o l o u r  t h e  w a y  l i n t  m i g h t  
c o l l e c t  o n  a c o a t .  R e d ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  
c a n  b e  d a n g e r o u s l y  D i o n y s i a n  w h e n  
it r e la t e s  t o  t h e  c o l o u r  o f  b l o o d ,  o r  
l o v e .  B u t  it is o d d l y  p e r f u n c t o r y

w h e n  it d e s i g n a t e s  a  t r a f f i c  s t o p  s ig n ,  
o r  t h e  k n o t t y  b u r e a u c r a t i c  p r o c e ­
d u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  r e d  t a p e .  A r e  
t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  ‘ a r b i t r a r y ’ ? 
H o w  d o  w e  b e g i n  t o  a d j u d i c a t e  
a m o n g  t h e  p la y  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ’ 
a n d  c o n f l i c t i n g  c l a i m s ?  W h a t  g i v e s  
a n y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  its  l e g i t i m a c y ?  
P e r h a p s  it is w h a t  U m b e r t o  E c o  calls  
a  k i n d  o f  c u l t u r a l  D a r w i n i s m :  c e r t a i n  
r e a d i n g s  p r o v e  t h e m s e l v e s  o v e r  t i m e  
t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  
c o m m u n i t y .  C a n  s e v e r a l  i n t e r p r e t a ­
t i o n s  b e  t r u e  at t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  e v e n  
i f  t h e y  c o n t r a d i c t  o n e  a n o t h e r ?

E x a c t l y  w h a t  it is th a t  s h a p e s  o u r  
n o t i o n  o f  c o l o u r ?  T h e r e  a r e  s o  
m a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h i n k  
a b o u t  h e r e .  S h o u l d  w e  c o n s i d e r  
c o l o u r  as a  m o v i n g  c r e a t i v e  f o r c e ,  o r  
as  a  s ta t ic  t h i n g ?  A r e  c o l o u r s  a d j e c t i ­
v a l  —  m e r e l y  s i g n i f i e r s  o r  q u a l i f i e r s  
—  o r  a r e  t h e y  r a t h e r ,  as A n n i e  D i l ­
l a r d  p u t s  it in  o n e  o f  h e r  p o e m s ,  
“ t h e  r e a l  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  e v e r y t h i n g ” ? 
A s  f a r  a s  I a m  c o n c e r n e d ,  a l i f e  
w i t h o u t  c o l o u r  is o n l y  h a l f  a l i f e .  
T h e  w o r l d  is c o l o u r .  S o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
I w o u l d  r e a l l y  w a n t  t o  a s k  h e r e  is: 
W h y  is t b e  m o d e r n  w o r l d  s o  i n d i f ­
f e r e n t  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p o w e r  o f  
c o l o u r ?  A n d  w h y  a r e  s o  m a n y  p e o ­
p l e  w i l l i n g  t o  l i v e  w i t h o u t  its i n s p i r ­
i n g  p r e s e n c e ?  •
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O P E N E D  A C C E S S
T h e  Inspired A rt Fair is bringing self-taught artists the recognition they deserve.

Honesty, p a i n t i n g  b y  J o  G e o r g e

T e a r i n g  i n s p i r a t i o n
f r o m  o u r  s u r r o u n d i n g s  
c a n  i n f l u e n c e  u s  i n  m a n y  

d i f f e r e n t  w a y s ,  w h e t h e r  it  is  
f o r  w r i t e r s ,  s o n g w r i t e r s ,  p o e t s  
o r  a r t i s t s .  A l l  a r t i s t s  a r e  
i n s p i r e d  i n  s o m e  f o r m  f r o m  
b e i n g  m o v e d  b o t h  s p i r i t u a l l y  
a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y  b y  t h e  e n v i ­
r o n m e n t  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r .  T h e  
e n d  r e s u l t ,  a  p o e m ,  s o n g ,  
p a i n t i n g  o r  s c u l p t u r e ,  t h e n  
p r o v i d e s  o t h e r s  w i t h  a  v i e w  
i n t o  t h e  a r t i s t ’ s s o u l  a n d  
e v o k e s  a  p l e a s u r e  s h a r e d  b y  
b o t h .

A r t i s t s  c o m e  f r o m  till b a c k ­
g r o u n d s  a n d  m a y  t a k e  u p  a  
p r a c t i c e  a t  a n y  t i m e  o f  l i fe .  F o u n d e r  
o f  t h e  I n s p i r e d  A r t  F a i r  J o  G e o r g e  
a i m s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  i n d e p e n d e n t  
a r t i s t s  w i t h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x h i b i t  
t h e i r  w o r k  t o  t h e  w i d e r  p u b l i c .  T h e  
a r t  w o r l d  t o d a y  r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  
g a l l e r y  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l i ­
s a t i o n ,  a n d  m a n y  i n d e p e n d e n t  a r t i s t s  
s t r u g g l e  t o  e x h i b i t  t h e i r  w o r k .

B e i n g  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  a r t i s t  h e r ­
s e l f ,  J o  w a n t e d  t o  h e l p  o t h e r  s e l f -  
t a u g h t  a r t i s t s  t o  s t e p  i n t o  t h e  a r t  
w o r l d ,  b y p a s s i n g  t h e  g a l l e r y  i n f l u ­
e n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  h a s  t a k e n  J o ’s f i v e -  
y e a r  v i s i o n  t o  g e t  t o  t h i s  s t a g e .  
D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  s h e  h a s  b u i l t  u p  a  
b o d y  o f  a r t w o r k ,  r e f l e c t i n g  h e r  
c a r e e r  a n d  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t r a v e l ­
l i n g  t o  t h e  F a r  E a s t  a n d  p r a c t i s i n g  
C h i n e s e  M e d i c i n e .  “ L e a r n i n g  a b o u t  
C h i n e s e  M e d i c i n e  h a s  c h a n g e d  m y  
p e r c e p t i o n  o f  h o w  w e  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  
o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t , ” s h e  s a y s .  “ M y  a i m  
is t o  a t t r a c t  a n d  a b s o r b  t h e  v i e w e r ,  
c r e a t i n g  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  i n n e r  a n d  
o u t e r  w o r l d s  c o n n e c t . ”

J o  s t a r t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  m a n y  
e n q u i r i e s  f r o m  g a l l e r i e s  a n d  a r t  f a i r s ,  
b u t  s h e  s o o n  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e  p o w e r  
o f  g a l l e r y  a r t i s t s  w a s  t o o  o v e r w h e l m ­
i n g .  I n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  s e l f - t a u g h t  
a r t i s t s  a r e  a p p r o a c h e d  w i t h  a p p r e ­
h e n s i o n  d e s p i t e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r

w o r k .  “ 1  r e a l i s e d  t h e r e  w e r e  a  g r e a t  
n u m b e r  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  a r t i s t s  m i s s ­
i n g  o u t  o n  r e a c h i n g  w i d e r  a u d i ­
e n c e s , ” J o  s a i d .

T h u s ,  t h e  I n s p i r e d  A r t  F a i r  w a s  
b o r n .  J o  w a s  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  i n  w a n t i n g  
t o  k e e p  ( l i e  a r t  f a i r  a n d  d i e  w o r k  in  
t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a r t i s t s  s o  t h a t  t h e  
p u b l i c  w o u l d  h a v e  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t h e m .  M a n y  s e l f - t a u g h t  a r t i s t s  
a r e  w e l l  k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  ( f o r  
i n s t a n c e  B e r y l  C o o k  a n d  V i c  R e e v e s )  
a n d  h a v e  s i m p l y  n o t  g o n e  t h r o u g h  
t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  r o u t e  i n  t e r m s  o f  
t h e i r  a r t i s t i c  t r a i n i n g .  I n  t h e  w i d e r  
s e n s e  ‘s e l f - t a u g h t ’ c a n  a p p l y  t o  a r t i s t s  
w h o  h a v e  t a u g h t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  p e o p l e  
w i t h  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  t a k i n g  
u p  a r t ,  o r  s e l f - t a u g h t  p h o t o g r a p h e r s .  
E v e n  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  t e a c h e r s  a t  a r t  
c o l l e g e s  a r e  s e l f - t a u g h t .

J o  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  t o  g a i n  r e c o g ­
n i t i o n  f o r  a n y  a r t i s t  t a k e s  t i m e  a n d  
p a t i e n c e ,  b u t  i n d e p e n d e n t  a r t i s t s  
h a v e  a  h i g h e r  h i l l  t o  c l i m b .  O f t e n  
t h e i r  w o r k  is l a b e l l e d  b e c a u s e  o f  i ts  
s i m p l i c i t y  a n d  d i r e c t n e s s .  I t  is  t h i s  
p u r e  s e n s e  o f  a r t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  
p l a c e s  it i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r y  f r o m  
t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  a r t  w o r l d .

T o d a y  a r t  is  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  a c c e s ­
s ib l e  t o  m a n y  p e o p l e  f r o m  till b a c k ­
g r o u n d s ,  s o  m o r e  p e o p l e  a r e

c h o o s i n g  t o  b u y  a r t  b a s e d  o n  
i ts  q u a l i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  t h e  
a r t i s t ’s q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  T h i s  is  
e x a c t l y  w h a t  J o  a n d  t h e  s e l e c ­
t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  h e  l o o k i n g -  
f o r  w h e n  c h o o s i n g  a r t i s t s  f o r  
t h i s  y e a r ’s s h o w .  T h i s  y e a r ’s 
A r t  F a i r  is  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h a t  it is 
o p e n  t o  a l l  i n d e p e n d e n t  
a r t i s t s ,  n o t  j u s t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  
s e l f - t a u g h t .  “ I t  d o e s n ’t  m a t t e r  
i f  t h e  p e r s o n  h a s  j u s t  g r a d u a t ­
e d  o r  s t a r t e d  p a i n t i n g  a t  fifty . 
A s  l o n g  a s  t h e  a r t  s p e a k s  f o r  
i t s e l f  it is  w e l c o m e .  T h e  q u a l i t y  
a n d  t a l e n t  a r e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  
t h a n  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . ”

T h e  f a i r ,  h e l d  in  E a s t  L o n ­
d o n ,  is  s m a l l e r  a n d  m o r e  i n t i m a t e  
t h a n  t h e  l a r g e r  v e n u e s ,  t h u s  e n a b l i n g  
a r t i s t s  a n d  b u y e r s  t o  h a v e  m o r e  
i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r .  I n d e ­
p e n d e n t  a r t i s t s  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  s e l l  t h e i r  w o r k  t h r o u g h  a  p r i n t - o n -  
d e m a n d  s e r v i c e ;  t h i s  is  t h e  o n l y  a r t  
f a i r  t o  o f f e r  t h i s .  T o  e n c o u r a g e  
e n g a g e m e n t  b e t w e e n  a r t i s t s  a n d  
p u b l i c ,  t h e  p u b l i c  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  n o m ­
i n a t e  a r t i s t s  f o r  a  s e r i e s  o f  p r i z e s ,  t h e  
h i g h e s t  o f  w h i c h  is w o r t h  £ 3 , 0 0 0 .

I t  is  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e  o f  
b o t h  J o  a n d  t h e  a r t i s t s  t h a t  h a s  
e n a b l e d  t h e  f a i r  t o  g r o w ,  a n d  f o r  
m o r e  a r t i s t s  t o  g a i n  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  
t h e y  d e s e r v e  f o r  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  
w o r k .  T h e  v a r i e t y  o f  e x h i b i t s  h a s  
g e n e r a t e d  a  g r e a t  l e v e l  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  w o r k  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  a r t i s t s .  A s  
t h e  a r t  w o r l d  a n d  s o c i e t y  a r e  b e g i n ­
n i n g  t o  s e e  a r t  f o r  i t s  q u a l i t y ,  i n d e ­
p e n d e n t  a r t i s t s  a r e  g a i n i n g  m o r e  
f r e e d o m  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
s h o w  t h e i r  t a l e n t  w i t h i n  a  l e s s  p r e ­
j u d i c e d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  •

T h e  I n s p i r e d  A r t  F a i r ,  1 7 t h  -  2 1 s t  
N o v e m b e r ,  T h e  O l d  T r u m a n  B r e w e r y ,  
9 1  B r i c k  L a n e ,  L o n d o n  E l .  T e l :  
+  4 4  ( 0 ) 2 0 8  3 7 4  7 3 1 8 ,  o r  e m a i l :  
< j o @ i n s p i r e d a r t f a i r . c o m  >  . 
< w w w . i n s p i r e d a r t f a i r . c o m >
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M U S I C A L  J O U R N E Y S :  PHI L I P M A R S D E N

D I V I N E  R A P T U R E
Sufisin remains at the heart o f  Faruk’s transcending music.

H
O W  D I D  W E  f i r s t  c o m e  
a c r o s s  o  n  r  m u s i c a l  
f a v o u r i t e s ?  W o r d  o f  
m o u t h ,  r e v i e w s ,  t h e  r a d i o ,  c o n ­
c e r t s ,  o f  c o u r s e .  B u t  I h a v e  a l s o  

f o u n d  t h e  a r b i t r a r y  e n c o u n t e r  
v e r y  p r o d u c t i v e .  T h e  m u s i c  o f  
O m a r  F a r u k  T e k b i l e k  I f i r s t  
e n c o u n t e r e d ,  i n c o n g r u o u s l y ,  o n  
t h e  m a i n  s t r e e t  o f  t h e  G r e e k  
i s l a n d  t o w n  o f  N a x o s .  T h e  p a v e ­
m e n t  w a s  l i n e d  w i t h  b a s k e t s  o f  
b e a c h - b a l l s ,  t h e  f r o n t a g e  a n  
u n b r o k e n  l i n e  o f  p a s t e l - p a i n t e d  
i c e - c r e a m  p a r l o u r s ,  g a r i s h  b o u ­
t i q u e s  a n d  c o c k t a i l  b a r s  —  b u t  
f r o m  s o m e w h e r e  a m i d s t  t h e  t a t  
c a m e  t h e  h a u n t i n g  f l u t e - l i k e  
s t r a i n s  o f  a  n e y .  H a l f  h i d d e n  
a m o n g  t h e  r a i n b o w  o f  s h o p s  w a s  
a  s m a l l  r e c o r d  s t o r e .  T h e y  w e r e  
p l a y i n g  F a r u k ’ s W h i r l i n g . 1 1 
b o u g h t  i t  a t  o n c e .  I h a v e  s i n c e  
a c q u i r e d  m u c h  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  
w o r k  a n d  it  h a s  e n d u r e d .  I t  is  
s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s p i r i t u a l l y  a f f e c t i n g  
m u s i c  I k n o w .

F a r u k  w a s  b r o u g h t  u p  i n  p r o v i n ­
c i a l  T u r k e y .  A s  a  b o y  h e  m o v e d  t o  
I s t a n b u l  a n d  t h e n  s o m e  y e a r s  l a t e r  
t o  t h e  U S .  V I  t h a t  t i m e ,  u n d e r  v a r i ­
o u s  t e a c h e r s ,  h e  t r a i n e d  a s  a  m u s i ­
c i a n .  H i s  r a n g e  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s  is  
f o r m i d a b l e :  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n e y  h e  
p l a y s  t h e  A r a b i a n  c l a r i n e t ,  T u r k i s h  
l u t e s ,  t h e  k a n u n  ( z i t h e r ) ,  a n d  d r u m s  
s u c h  a s  d e f  a n d  d a r b u k a .  H e  s i n g s  
a n d  c o m p o s e s .  H e  is o n e  o f  t h o s e  
m u s i c i a n s  w h o s e  e v e r y  t o u c h  s e e m s  
b o t h  e f f o r t l e s s  a n d  c h a r g e d .  W h e n  
B r i a n  K e a n e ,  h i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c o l ­
l a b o r a t o r ,  f i r s t  h e a r d  h i m  p l a y ,  h e  
s a i d  t h e  h a i r s  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  n e c k  
s t o o d  u p .

I t ’s n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h e r e f o r e  t o  
f i n d  t h a t  F a r u k  s p e n t  m a n y  y e a r s  
s t u d y i n g  a s  a  S u f i .  W h e n  h e  w a s  in  
h i s  t e e n s  h e  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  c l a n ­
d e s t i n e  g r o u p s  o f  M e v l a n a  d e v o t e e s  
i n  I s t a n b u l .  T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
M e v l a n a  a n d  t h e  w h i r l i n g  d e r v i s h e s

W h i r l i n g  d e r v i s h
PHOTOGRAPH: CAMILLE HELM1NSKI

r e m a i n s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  h i s  w o r k .  H e  
h i m s e l f  s a y s  h i s  p l a y i n g  is  a  k i n d  o f  
p r a y e r ,  a  d i r e c t  r o u t e  t o  G o d .

A p a r t  f r o m  c h a n t s  o f  t h e  a d h a n  
( c a l l  t o  p r a y e r )  a n d  t h e  K o r a n ,  m u s i c  
p l a y s  n o  r e a l  p a r t  i n  I s l a m i c  w o r s h i p .  
B u t  it is c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  S u f i  b r o t h e r ­
h o o d s  ( o n e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  S u f i s  a n d  o r t h o d o x  
M u s l i m s ) .  A  s a m a  i s  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  
w h e r e  S u f i s  p e r f o r m  t h e  z i k r ,  t h e  
c o m m e m o r a t i v e  r i t e  w h i c h  u s e s  c o m ­
b i n a t i o n s  o f  m u s i c ,  c h a n t ,  d a n c e ,  
p o s t u r e  a n d  b r e a t h  c o n t r o l  t o  i n d u c e  
i n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a  s e n s e  o f  d i v i n e  r a p ­
t u r e .  S u c h  r i t u a l s  h e l p  a t t a i n  a  s t a t e  
o f  f a n a  ( t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  o f  s e l f ,  a  
p a s s i n g  a w a y  o f  t h e  l o w e r  s e l f ) .

S u c h  is  t h e  p o w e r  o f  S u f i  m u s i c  
t h a t  i t  h a s  s p r e a d  f a r  o u t s i d e  t h e  
s a m a .  P u r i s t s  s t r e s s  t h a t  it c a n n o t  b e  
d i v o r c e d  f r o m  i ts  s e t t i n g  ( j u s t  a s  it is 
a r g u e d  t h a t  S u f i s m  is m e a n i n g l e s s  
w i t h o u t  I s l a m ) .  T h e  a p p e a l  o f  S u f i  
m u s i c  t o  n o n - S u f i s ,  t h e y  say ,  c a n  o n l y  
b e  a e s t h e t i c .

S t r i c t l y ,  t h i s  m a y  b e  t r u e :  
S u f i  m u s i c  is  p a r t  o f  a n  e n t i r e  s y s ­
t e m ,  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p a t h  ( t a r i q ) 
t o w a r d s  r e v e l a t i o n .  B u t  t h e  w o r k  
o f  O m a r  F a r u k  T e k b i l e k ,  w h o  
n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  j o i n e d  a  S u f i  b r o t h ­
e r h o o d ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  d i s t i n c ­
t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  t h e  
a e s t h e t i c  c a n  b e  a  b l u r r e d  o n e .  
T h e  g r e a t  q a w w a l i  p e r f o r m e r  N u s -  
r a t  F a t e h  A l i  K h a n ,  w h o  r e m a i n e d  
a  d e v o u t  S u f i ,  f e l t  1 1 0  q u a l m s  
a b o u t  e x t e n d i n g  h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  
b e y o n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b r o t h e r ­
h o o d .  “ Q a w w a l i ’s r e a l  s e t t i n g ” , h e  
s a i d ,  “ is  a t  t h e  s h r i n e s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
S u f i s  —  i n  a n y  o t h e r  c o n t e x t  i t  
b e c o m e s  m e r e l y  a  t h i n g  o f  e n t e r ­
t a i n m e n t .  E v e n  s o ,  t h e r e  is a l w a y s  
h o p e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  t o u c h  s o m e  o f  
t h o s e  l i s t e n e r s  i n  a  s p e c i a l  w a y . ” 

I H i s  g l o b a l  f o l l o w i n g  s u g g e s t s  it  d i d .
T h e  w i d e  a p p e a l  o f  S u f i  

m u s i c  is p r o o f  o f  i t s  g e n u i n e  u n i ­
v e r s a l i t y .  I n  h i s  o w n  w o r k  O m a r  
F a r u k  T e k b i l e k  h a s  a  s t u n n i n g l y  

b r o a d  r a n g e .  H i s  r e c e n t  A l i f  a l b u m  
i n c l u d e s  a m o n g  t h e  S u f i  s o n g s  
G r e e k ,  T u r k i s h ,  G y p s y ,  I s r a e l i ,  A z e r ­
b a i j a n i  a n d  B u l g a r i a n  s o n g s .  M o s t  
d i s p l a y  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  s a m e  t r a n ­
s c e n d e n t  p o w e r .  L i s t e n i n g  t o  it i n  
t h e  r i g h t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c a n  a c h i e v e  
w h a t  t h e  z i k r  a i m s  t o  a c h i e v e  —  a  
r e m e m b e r i n g  o f  G o d .  A s  t h e  e a r l y  
S u f i  t e a c h e r s  r e c o g n i s e d ,  m u s i c  h a s  
t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  r i d  t h e  m i n d  o f  it s  d i s ­
t r a c t i o n s  a n d ,  o f  a l l  t h e  a r t s ,  p r o v i d e s  
t h e  c l e a r e s t  w a y  t o  t h e  d i v i n e .  •

O m a r  F a r u k  T e k b i l e k :
• ( w i t h  B r i a n  K e a n e )  B e y o n d  t h e  S k y  

( C e l e s t i a l  H a r m o n i e s ,  1 9 9 2 )
• W h i r l i n g  ( C e l e s t i a l  H a r m o n i e s ,  

1 9 9 4 )
• A l i f  ( N a r a d a ,  2 0 0 2 )

T h e  R o u g h  G u i d e  t o  S u f i  M u s i c  ( W o r l d  
M u s i c  N e t w o r k ,  2 0 0 1 ) .  A R C  M u s i c  I n t .  
h a s  a  g o o d  s e l e c t i o n  o f  S u f i  m u s i c .  
<  i n f o @ a r c m u s i c . c o . u k  >
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P o e t r y A N  A N T H O L O G Y  OF  N E W  V O I C E S

T H E  N IG H T  SHE LEFT

M y  f a t h e r  m o v e d  a s  i f  h e ’d  l o s t  h i s  p l a c e  
a n d  t h e n  s a t  d o w n ;  t u r n e d  u p  h i s  h a n d s  
t h a t  r e s t e d  o n  h i s  k n e e s ,  a n d  l o o k e d  i n t o  t h e m  
a s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  i n  q u e s t i o n .
W e  h a d  n o t  h e a r d  t h e i r  v o i c e s  r i s e .
N o t h i n g  v i s i b l e  w a s  b r o k e n .
T h e  b a c k  d o o r  o p e n e d .  C l o s e d .

I  s e e  h e r  w a l k ,  w a l k i n g  o u t ,
d o w n  t h e  s l o p e  p a s t  w i n d b r e a k  p i n e s
—  t h e i r  t a l l  d a r k n e s s  s h i f t i n g  w i t h  c r e a k ,  a c h e ,  s i g h .  
P a d d o c k s  c r o s s e d  b y  d a y  g r e w
a n d  l o s t  t h e i r  g r e e n  w i t h o u t  t h e  s u n ,  
f e n c e s  d r o p p e d  a s  s h a d o w s  o n  t h e  l a n d
—  a c r e s  u n d e r  d a r k  w e n t  w i d e  a n d  d e e p .
H e  d i d n ’t  f o l l o w .  S h e  d i d n ’t  s t o p
b u t  t u r n e d  f o r  t h e  r o a d  t o  t h e  s e a .

H o w  f a r  d i d  s h e  g o ,  a f t e r  t h e  r o a d ,
i n t o  t h e  b l a c k n e s s  o n  t h e  s t o n e s  o f  t h e  b e a c h  b e l o w ?
W e ’ll  n e v e r  k n o w  —  t h e  r o u g h  c l o d  b a n k
t h e n  r o c k s  a n d  k n o t s  o f  l u p i n  b e f o r e
t h e  p l u m e  a n d  s p r e e  o f  f o a m ,  t h e  b r e a k i n g  s e a .
H e r  f o o t i n g  l o s t ,  o r  h e s i t a t i n g .  H e r  m e a n i n g
t o  g o  o n  t h a t  b r o u g h t  h e r  b a c k
T h e  w i n d  f i l l i n g  h e r  m o u t h  s h a p e l e s s
a s  t e a r s .  U n s p o k e n  —  t h a t  n i g h t  i n  a l l  t h e i r  y e a r s .

-  R h i a n  G a l l a g h e r

SALM ON

Y o u  a r e  t h e  A t l a n t i c ,  t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f
c u r r e n t s  a n d  s p a t e s ,

Y o u  a r e  m a d e  o f  f a t h o m s  o f  w a t e r ,
S p r i n g  r u n s ,  H i g h l a n d  r i v e r s  —
Y o u  h a v e  y o u r  l i f e ’s  j o u r n e y  r a v e l l e d  i n s i d e  y o u .

I h a v e  b e e n  t o  s t a n d  o n  r o c k  l e d g e s  
I n  t h e  f i e r c e  r a i n s  o f  a u t u m n ;
I h a v e  l o o k e d  d o w n  o n  k e t t l e d r u m s  o f  r i v e r  
T u m b l e d  t o  w h i t e  n o i s e  —

A n d  t h e r e ,  u p  o u t  o f  t h i s  t a n t r u m ,
Y o u  l e a p ,  p o u r i n g  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  y o u r  b e i n g ,
T h e  b l u n t  t h r u s t  o f  y o u r  h e a d ,
I n t o  a n  i m p o s s i b l e  r e t u r n ,  t h e  r i v e r ’s  b e g i n n i n g .

K e n n e t h  S t e v e n

H O SPITA L SCENE

I  w a s n ’t  t h e r e  
w h i l e  h e  w a s  d y i n g
I  w a s  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e .  H i s  h e a r t  s l o w e d  
a n d  s t o p p e d  i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d .  I  d r e a m  
t h e  h o s p i t a l  s c e n e .  R e m e m b e r  
h o l d i n g  D a d d y  i n  h i s  d e a t h ,  
h o w  t h e  s o u n d l e s s  s p a c e s  g r e w  l o n g e r  
a n d  l o n g e r  b e t w e e n  l a s t  b r e a t h s .

B u t  w a i t .  T h e r e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  n o  l i f e  
e m p t y i n g  h u s h .  A  l a b o r i n g  
r e s p i r a t o r ,  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  t r u c k  a i r ,  
f r e i g h t e d  a n d  h a u l e d  i n  
i n d u s t r i a l - s i z e d  g u s t s .  N o t  s i l e n c e  
a n d  s i g h s ,  b u t  g r o a n s ,
s q u e a k s ,  h u f f s .  T h e  b e e p s  o f  c a r d i a c  o v e r s e e r .
T h a t ’s t h e  s o u n d  t h a t  s l o w e d .  L o s t  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  p r o j e c t .  L e t  g o .  W h i l e  s t i l l  
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  l i n e  c r a n k e d  o u t  m a n u f a c t u r e d  
a i r ,  m a d e  c l a m o r o u s  d e l i v e r i e s ,  o b l i v i o u s  
t h e r e  w a s  n o  b u y e r  f o r  i t s  w a r e s .

-  S u z a n n e  B l a i r

W EEPIN G  FO R  LOVE

I t  is  s o m e t i m e s  a  s p e a r  i n  t h e  c h e s t .
I  g a z e  d o w n  a t  i t s  p o l i s h e d  s u r f a c e ,  t h e  c l o s e  g r a i n .
I  f e e l  i t s  g h o s t l y  p r e s s u r e  i n  t h e  s o l a r  p l e x u s  
A n d  i t s  e x i t  w o u n d  b e t w e e n  t w o  v e r t e b r a e .

I  s u p p o s e  G o d  k n o w s  h o w  t o  b e  p r e c i s e .
H e  w o u l d  k n o w  w h a t  s i z e  a n d  w e i g h t  t o  u s e ,
T h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s p e a r - h e a d ,  t h e  t y p e  o f  b a r b
A n d  h o w  t o  c a s t ,  t o  p i n ,  i n  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  m y  t u r n i n g ,

A n d  t h e  s p e a r  is  h i s  O t h e r  i n  m e ,  n o t - m e ,
T h i s  s t o r m  o f  w e e p i n g  t h a t  w h i r l p o o l s  m y  h e a r t  —
H i s  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  a l l  m y  d e b t s ,  v i b r a n t
T h e  v o i c e  a n d  t h e  l u n g e  a n d  t h e  s t o p  o f  h i s  l o v e .

I  a m  l e f t  t o  a d m i r e  h i s  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  i n  m e ,
T h i s  s i g n  o f  h i s  v i s i t a t i o n ,  a  c a l l i n g  c a r d ,
A n  e n i g m a t i c  s i g n a t u r e  o r  s e a l ,  t h e  a b s o l u t e  
O f  h i s  t u r n i n g  t o  m y  f a l l i n g ,  t o  m y  c a l l i n g .

-  P a tr ic k  B o n d
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Sultry Evening, p a in t i n g  by E m i l  N o ld e

CROW S

S l a n t i n g  s u n  g l e a m s  o n  t h e i r  f e a t h e r s  
l a t e  i n  t h e  d a y  w h e n  s k y  p a u s e s  i n  i t s  c l o s i n g  
b l u e  a n d  b r e a t h i n g  a n d  e v e n  t h e  g r a s s  is  s t i l l  
a n d  a b o v e ,  t h e r e  is  w h i r r i n g ,  t h e  s o f t  c r a c k  
o f  j o i n t e d  b o n e s  f o l d i n g ,  u n f o l d i n g ,  
t h e  r u s t l e  o f  w i n d  o v e r  t h e i r  d a r k  b o d i e s ’ 
s l e e k  c y l i n d e r s ,  s c u l p t e d  c h a r c o a l  r a v i s h i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  b l u e - v i o l e t  o f  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n .

I n  a w e  o f  t h e m  I  n o t i c e  t h e i r  i n t e n t  a n d  p u r p o s e  
g i f t - w r a p p e d  i n  a u s t e r e  p l u m a g e ,  b u t  s h o c k i n g  
i n  t h e i r  l u s t r e ,  p e r h a p s  b l a c k  m a g i c  
r a i s i n g  m y  e x u l t a t i o n  t o  n e w  h e i g h t s  f o r  a  m o m e n t  
w h i l e  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  s t i r s  m e  t o  r e m e m b e r  
s i m i l a r  f r a g m e n t s  o f  e p h e m e r a l  s p l e n d o u r .

T h e  w i n g s ’ c r u s h i n g  o f  t h e  a i r w a y s  l e a v e s  a  v a c u u m  
i n  t h e  p a s s i n g  a n d  i t  is  m e r e l y  5 : 0 0  o ’c l o c k  n o w ,  
t h e  m u n d a n e  f a c t  o n e  r e m a r k s  o n  a f t e r  
h a v i n g  s e e n  a  f l a s h  o f  h e a v e n  a n d  d e a l t  w i t h  i t  
b y  m a k i n g  a  p h o n e  c a l l  a n d  f o r g e t t i n g  t o  m e n t i o n  G o d .

-  K a r e n  E b e r h a r d t  S h e l t o n

DAFFODILS

T h e y  f l u r r y  o v e r  t h e  f i r s t  r a w  g r e e n  o f  t h e  h i l l s .  
T r u m p e t  t h e  E a s t e r  f i e l d s ;
B r i g h t  f l a g s  w i t h  t h e i r  o r a n g e  y o l k s
B e n d i n g  u n d e r  t h e  f l a y i n g  c r u e l t y  o f  A p r i l  w i n d s .

A s  i f  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  C a l v i n  g o t  it  w r o n g ,
T h a t  d a r k - l i p p e d  L u t h e r  i n  t h e  c o l d  a u s t e r i t y  o f  h i s t o r y  
T h r e w  a w a y  t h e  w a r m  l a u g h t e r  o f  l o v e  
F o r  t h e  b a r e  b o n e s  o f  t h e o l o g y .

-  K e n n e t h  S t e v e n

' T h e  N i g h t  S h e  L e f t ’ b y  R h i a n  G a l l a g h e r  h a s  b e e n  
p r e v i o u s l y  p u b l i s h e d  in S a l t  W a te r  C r e e k ,  p u b l i s h e d  b y  
E n i t h a r m o n  P re s s .

W e  a p o l o g i s e  t o  K e n n e t h  S t e v e n  f o r  m u d d l i n g  h i s  t w o  
p o e m s  D a f f o d i l s  a n d  S a l m o n  in  t h e  M a y / J u n e  i s s u e .
W ’e  p u b l i s h  b o t h  p o e m s  h e r e  in  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  f o r m .

Edited by Peter Abbs
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V I S I O N A R I E S :  L I Z  H O S K E N

J O S E  

L U T Z E N B E R G E R

A  v o i c e  o f  sa n ity .

“E c o lo g ic a l  s a n i ty  a n d  s o c ia l  j u s t i c e  a re  l ik e  tw o  f a c e s  o f  th e  s a m e  c o in  —  th e y  a re  in s e p a r a b le .  ”  -  J o s e  L u t z e n b e r g e r
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J
O S E  L U T Z E N B E R G E R  w i l l  g o  
d o w n  i n  h i s t o r y  a s  a n  e x t r a o r d i ­
n a r y  v i s i o n a r y ,  g e n i u s  a n d  o r a t o r .  
B o r n  i n  B r a z i l  i n  1 9 2 6 ,  o f  G e r m a n  
p a r e n t s ,  h e  w a s  t r a i n e d  a s  a n  a g r o n ­
o m i s t ,  a n d  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  t r a n s i ­

t i o n  f  r  o  m  c u l t u r a l l y  d i v e r s e  
r e g e n e r a t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r e  t o  t h e  p r e ­
d o m i n a n c e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c h e m i c a l  
a g r i c u l t u r e .  I n  h i s  o w n  w o r d s ,

W h e n  I w a s  a  y o u n g  m a n  m y  
h o m e  t o w n  o f  P o r t o  A l e g r e  i n  
s o u t h e r n  B r a z i l  h a d  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  
i n h a b i t a n t s .  W e  h a d  n o  s l u m s .  
1 ’h e n  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  
1 9 5 0 s  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  a l m o s t  
o v e r n i g h t  w h a t  w e  c a l l e d  t h e  ‘v i l ­
l a g e s  f a l l e n  f r o m  t h e  s k y ’. I ' h e y  
w e r e  s l u m  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  
b e g a n  t o  s p r i n g  u p  e v e r y w h e r e  
a r o u n d  t h e  e d g e s  o f  b i g  c i t i e s .

W o r l d w i d e ,  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f i f ty  
y e a r s  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  m i l l i o n  
p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  d r i v e n  o f f  t h e i r  
l a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  
a n d  m o d e r n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  T o d a y  
t h e r e  a r e  n e a r l y  s i x  b i l l i o n  p e o p l e  
i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  a b o u t  t h r e e  b i l ­
l i o n  a r e  s t i l l  r u r a l ,  l i v i n g  in  t r a d i ­
t i o n a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  I f  
g l o b a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  e c o n o m y  c o n ­
t i n u e s  a n o t h e r  b i l l i o n  p e o p l e  m a y  
b e  u p r o o t e d  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  t w e n t y  
y e a r s ,  w i t h  u n f o r e s e e a b l e  c o n s e ­
q u e n c e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  
e c o l o g i c a l  h a v o c .
L u t z ,  a s  h e  w a s  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  

k n o w n ,  w a s  a  p a s s i o n a t e  m a n ,  w i t h  a  
d e e p  s e n s e  o f  m o r a l  i n d i g n a t i o n  a t  
i n j u s t i c e s  i n f l i c t e d  o n  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  
o t h e r  s p e c i e s ,  o r  i n d e e d  t h e  p l a n e t  
h e r s e l f .  H e  b r o u g h t  a l l  t h e s e  d i m e n ­
s i o n s  o f  v i s i o n ,  p r a g m a t i s m ,  d e t e r m i ­
n a t i o n  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  t o  e v e r y  
s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  e n g a g e d .  H e  
s a i d  o f  h i m s e l f ,  “ I  b e c a m e  a n  e n ­
v i r o n m e n t a l i s t  o u t  o f  d e s p a i r .  I ’m  t h e  
k i n d  o f  p e r s o n  w h o ,  w h e n  c o n f r o n t ­
e d  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  b e  
c h a n g e d  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r ,  w i l l  g e t  a  v e r y  
b a d  c o n s c i e n c e  i f  I d o  n o t  a c t . ”

H e  l a m e n t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s o  
m a n y  p e o p l e  a r e  i l l i t e r a t e  i n  n a t u r a l  
h i s t o r y .  “ T h e y  d o  n o t  r e a l i s e  w h a t  a  
u n i q u e  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t o r y  w e  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g ,  w h i c h  
b e g a n  f o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  b i l l i o n  y e a r s  
a g o ,  w h e n  o u r  s o l a r  s y s t e m  w a s  
b o r n .  I t  t o o k  h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  
y e a r s  a n d  m a n y  e x p l o s i o n s  t o  p u t  
t h e  e l e m e n t s  i n t o  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  
t h a t  m a k e  l i f e . ” H e  h a d  a  w a y  o f  
e x p l a i n i n g  t h i s  m i r a c u l o u s  s t o r y ,  
u s i n g  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  r i g o u r ,  t h a t  w o u l d  
b r i n g  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o

t e a r s  a t  t h e  w o n d e r  o f  c r e a t i o n .  
“ R e a l  s c i e n t i f i c  e n q u i r y  m a k e s  o n e  
h u m b l e  a n d  i n  a w e  o f  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  
u n i v e r s e , ” h e  s a i d .

L u t z  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  o u r  m a j o r  c h a l ­
l e n g e  n o w  is  t o  b r e a k  t h e  t e c h n o -  
b u r e a u c r a t i c  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  s e t  u p  b y  
c o r p o r a t i o n s .  T e c h n o l o g y  e n s n a r e s  
u s  i n  e v e r  m o r e  c o m p l e x  s t r u c t u r e s .  
W e  h a v e  a  t e c h n o - d i c t a t o r i a l  w o r l d  
g o v e r n i n g  s y s t e m ,  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  c o r ­
p o r a t i o n s  in  a l l  a r e a s  o f  h u m a n  l i fe .  
T h e y  p r o m o t e  t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  is  
g o o d  f o r  t e c h n o l o g y ,  n o t  f o r  g e n ­
u i n e l y  s o l v i n g  h u m a n  n e e d s .  B u t  
t h e y  p r e t e n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  t e c h n o c r a ­
c y  c r e a t e d .  T h e i r  a n s w e r :  m o r e  t e c h ­
n o c r a c y .  T h e  t e c h n o c r a t s  c l a i m  t h a t  
p o v e r t y  is  t h e  p r o b l e m  a n d  g e n e t i c  
e n g i n e e r i n g  is  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  f e e d  
t h e  h u n g r y .  B u t  i t  is  i n d u s t r i a l  a g r i ­
c u l t u r e  w h i c h  c r e a t e d  p o v e r t y  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a c e .

W e  d o  n o t  n e e d  m a s s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  
b u t  p r o d u c t i o n  b y  t h e  m a s s e s .  I t  is 
s o  m u c h  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  b e c a u s e  
p r o d u c t i o n  is c l o s e  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d ­
u a l ;  t h u s  i t  is  m o r e  f l e x i b l e ,  m o r e  
a d a p t i v e ,  m o r e  c o m p l e x  a n d  t h u s  
m o r e  i n t e l l i g e n t .  I t  i m p l i e s  E a r t h  
d e m o c r a c y  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  m o r e  
e q u i t a b l e  s p r e a d  o f  d e c i s i o n - m a k ­
i n g ,  s e l f - r e l i a n c e ,  p e o p l e  t h i n k i n g  
f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t a k i n g  r e s p o n ­
s ib i l i t y  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b e i n g  c l o s ­
e r  t o  t h e  E a r t h  a n d  l i v i n g  
d y n a m i c s .

L u t z  b e l i e v e d  t h a t
M o s t  i m p o r t a n t  is  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
r e t h i n k i n g  o f  o u r  c o s m o l o g y .  T h e  
a n t h r o p o c e n t r i c  w o r l d v i e w  h a s  
a l l o w e d  o u r  t e c h n o c r a t s  a n d  
b u r e a u c r a t s  t o  l o o k  a t  p l a n e t  
E a r t h  a s  i f  i t  w e r e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  a  
f r e e  s t o r e h o u s e  o f  u n l i m i t e d  
r e s o u r c e s  t o  b e  u s e d ,  c o n s u m e d  
a n d  w a s t e d  f o r  e v e n  o u r  m o s t  
a b s u r d  o r  s t u p i d  w h i m s .  W e  h a v e  
n o  r e s p e c t  f o r  c r e a t i o n .  N o t h i n g  
i n  n a t u r e  is  s a c r e d .

W i t h  v e r y  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s  
i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  d e v e l o p e d  
m y t h o l o g i e s ,  t a b o o s ,  r i t u a l s ,  a n d  
a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  m a d e  t h e i r  e x i s ­
t e n c e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  s u r v i v a l  
o f  t h e  e c o s y s t e m s  t h e y  d e p e n d e d  
o n ,  u s u a l l y  e n r i c h i n g  t h e m .  I n  
m o d e r n  t e r m i n o l o g y  w e  w o u l d  
s a y  t h a t  t h e i r  l i f e s t y l e s  w e r e  s u s ­
t a i n a b l e .

W e  n e e d  a  n e w  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r ­
e n c e ,  t o  p u t  i t  i n  m o r e  t e c h n i c a l  
t e r m s .  I f  I  s a i d  “ m y t h o l o g y ” m a n y

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  m i n d e d  p e o p l e  m i g h t  
p r o t e s t .  J a m e s  L o v e l o c k  s u f f e r e d  
s t i n g i n g  a t t a c k s  f r o m  p e o p l e  
b e c a u s e  h e  u s e d  m y t h o l o g i c a l  
m e t a p h o r s .  B u t  h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  
G a i a ,  t h e  E a r t h  a s  a  h o m e o s t a t i c  
s y s t e m  t h a t  r e g u l a t e s  i t s e l f ,  is  b o t h  
a  s t r i c t l y  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
a n d  a  m y t h o l o g i c a l  w a y  o f  l o o k i n g  
a t  t h e  w o r l d ,  w h i c h  is  w h a t  m o s t  
p e o p l e  n e e d .
L u t z  w a s  a l s o  a  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i ­

n e s s m a n  a n d  h e  s e t  u p  h i s  o w n  w a s t e  
m a n a g e m e n t  c o m p a n y .  H i s  a t t i t u d e  
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  p o l l u t i o n  w a s  t o  t r y  
a n d  c o - o p e r a t e  w i t h  l a r g e  c o m p a n i e s  
a n d  c h a n g e  t h e m  f r o m  w i t h i n .  F o r  
m a n y  y e a r s  h e  f o u g h t  R i o c e l l ,  a  l a r g e  
c e l l u l o s e  a n d  p a p e r  f a c t o r y  i n  s o u t h ­
e r n  B r a z i l ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w a y  i t  p o l ­
l u t e d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  b u t  h e  a l w a y s  
r e m a i n e d  o n  s p e a k i n g  t e r m s  w i t h  
t h e  f a c t o r y ’s d i r e c t o r .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  h e  
w a s  h i r e d  a s  a  c o n s u l t a n t ,  w i t h  d r a ­
m a t i c  r e s u l t s .  P r e v i o u s l y ,  R i o c e l l  
s p e n t  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a  y e a r  
b u r y i n g  i t s  ( m o s t l y  o r g a n i c )  w a s t e  i n  
h u g e  p i t s ,  w h i c h  p o l l u t e d  a n d  d e v a s ­
t a t e d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  N o w ,  t h e  f a c ­
t o r y  h a n d s  o v e r  i t s  t o t a l  w a s t e  t o  
L u t z ’s w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  c o m p a n y ,  
w h e r e  i t  is  p r o c e s s e d ,  t u r n e d  i n t o  
f e r t i l i s e r  a n d  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  f o r  
o r g a n i c  f a r m i n g ,  a n d  s o l d  t o  a  n e t ­
w o r k  o f  o r g a n i c  f a r m e r s .  T h e  e n v i ­
r o n m e n t a l  d e g r a d a t i o n  h a s  s t o p p e d ,  
t h e  f a c t o r y  s a v e s  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  d o l ­
l a r s  a  y e a r ,  a n d  9 9 . 6 %  o f  t h e  w a s t e  is 
s o l d .  T h e  w a s t e  p r o c e s s i n g  i n v o l v e s  
l o w  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t h u s  is l a b o u r -  
i n t e n s i v e ,  s u p p o r t i n g  f i f t y  f u l l - t i m e  
j o b s .  A n d  a  p a r k ,  c r e a t e d  o n  t h e  R i o ­
c e l l  f a c t o r y  s i t e ,  n o w  h a s  a  f i s h  p o n d ,  
r e e d s  a n d  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  b i r d s .  I t  
i s  a  t h r i v i n g  e c o s y s t e m ,  w r a p p e d  
r i g h t  a r o u n d  t h e  f a c t o r y .

L u t z  d i e d  o n  1 4 t h  M a y  2 0 0 2 .  
T h e s e  w o r d s  f r o m  M e l i s s a  H o l l o w a y ,  
a  s t u d e n t  o f  L u t z ,  p r o f o u n d l y  s u m  
u p  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  a l l  w h o  k n e w  h i m :

T h e  s a d n e s s  f o r  u s  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  
is  t o  l o s e  s u c h  a  s h i n i n g  s o u l .  I 
r e m e m b e r  t h e  p a s s i o n ,  t h e  f i r e  i n  
h i s  v o i c e ,  t h e  t e a r s  a s  h e  s p o k e  o f  
G a i a  a n d  w h a t  w e  h a v e  d o n e  t o  
h e r .  I  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  o f  L u t z  a s  a  
g i a n t ,  w i s e  o a k  t r e e ,  w h o  d r o p p e d  
m a n y ,  m a n y  a c o r n s  i n  t h e  f e r t i l e  
m i n d s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  l i s t e n e d  t o  
h i m .  H e  is n o w  g o n e ,  b u t  a  w h o l e  
f o r e s t  o f  p e o p l e  t o u c h e d  b y  h i s  
v i s i o n  a n d  w i s d o m  r e m a i n .  W e  
n o w  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  c a r r y  
h i s  m e s s a g e  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  n e x t  
g e n e r a t i o n .  •
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T O U C H S T O N E :  

C O L I N  H O D G E T T S

SC R EW T A PE ’S
T R IU M PH

Blair and war, m eans and ends.

T
O  M A R K  TH E  t e n t h  
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  T o n y  
B l a i r ’s l e a d e r s h i p  o f  
t h e  L a b o u r  P a r ty ,  A n t h o n y  
S e l d o n ,  a  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  
p r e s e n t e d  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o n  C h a n n e l  
4 .  H e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  t w o  b i g  
c o m m i t m e n t s  i n  B l a i r ’s life: 
t o  h i s  w i fe ,  C h e r i e ,  a n d  t o  
G o d .  T h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  
h a s  a  p a s s i o n  f o r  s o c ia l  j u s ­
t i c e  t h a t  d e r i v e s  f r o m  h i s  
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  H e  i s  
d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  g e n u i n e l y  
r e l i g i o u s  m a n  w h o  h a s  
t h o u g h t  d e e p l y  a b o u t  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a  C h r i s t ­
i a n  i n  t e r m s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
l e a d e r s h i p .

H o w ,  t h e n ,  d o e s  t h i s  
s q u a r e  w i t h  t h e  w a r  i n  
I r a q ?  I t  s q u a r e s  b e c a u s e  h e  
b e l i e v e s  t h e  e n d  j u s t i f i e s  
t h e  m e a n s .  A n d  t h a t  is  a  
m i s r e a d i n g  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  
B l a i r  is n o t  a l o n e  i n  m a k i n g  
t h i s  m i s t a k e :  m a n y  h a v e  
m a d e  i t  b e f o r e  a n d  w i l l  
a g a i n .  A n d  b e c a u s e ,  s o m e ­
t i m e s ,  t h e  e n d  is a c h i e v e d ,  
p e o p l e  a l l o w  t h e  m e a n s  t o  
s l ip  f r o m  t h e i r  m i n d s .

J e s u s  o p e n s  h i s  m i n i s t r y  
w i t h  a  r i n g i n g  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  
t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  p r o p h e t  
I s a i a h :

T h e  s p ir i t  o f  the  L o r d  is on  
m e,

f o r  h e  h a s  a n o in te d  m e  
to  b r in g  th e  g o o d  n e w s  to 

th e  a f fl ic te d .
H e  h a s s e n t  m e  to  p ro c la im  

lib erty  to c a p tives , 
s ig h t  to  th e  b lin d ,  
to  le t th e  oppressed  g o  fr e e ,  
to  p ro c la im  a  y e a r  o f  f a v o u r  

f r o m  the  L o rd .
T h a t  s o u n d s  l ik e  a  p o l i t i c a l  
p r o g r a m m e .  I t  is  n o t .  A s  
t h e  C a t h o l i c  t h e o l o g i a n  
H a n s  R u n g  h a s  w r i t t e n  in  
h i s  b o o k  O n  B e in g  a  C h r is t­
i a n ,  “ [ J e s u s ]  d o e s  n o t  g i v e  
t h e  s i g n a l  t o  s t o r m  t h e  
r e p r e s s i v e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  h e  
d o e s  n o t  w o r k  f r o m  e i t h e r  
r i g h t  o r  l e f t  f o r  t h e  fall  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t .  H e  w a i t s  f o r  
G o d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c a t ­
a c l y s m  a n d  p r o c l a i m s  a s  
a l r e a d y  d e c i s i v e  t h e  u n r e ­
stric ted , d irec t w o r ld  d o m in io n  
o f  G o d  h im se lf, to  be a w a ite d

w ith o u t  v io le n ce ."
T h e  e n d  d o e s  n o t  j u s t i f y  

t h e  m e a n s ,  f o r  t w o  r e a s o n s .  
F i r s t ,  t h e  e n d  m a y  n o t  b e  
a c h i e v e d  a n d  o n e  is  l e f t  
w i t h  o n l y  t h e  m e a n s .  S e c ­
o n d ly ,  e v e n  w h e n  t h e  e n d  
i s  a c h i e v e d ,  t h e  m e a n s  
r e m a i n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h a t  e n d .  
C a s e  1: T h e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  
a g e n c y  t o r t u r e s  t h e  p r i s ­
o n e r  t o  e l i c i t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
T h e y  g e t  n o t h i n g  u s e f u l .  
T h e r e  is o n l y  t h e  t o r t u r e .  
C a s e  2 :  T h e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  
a g e n c y  t o r t u r e s  t h e  p r i s ­
o n e r  t o  g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
T h e y  a r e  t o l d  o f  a n  a r m s  
c a c h e .  T h e y  g e t  t h e  a r m s ,  
b u t  t h e  t o r t u r e  h a s  n o t  
g o n e  aw ay .

T h e  r e m o v a l  o f  S a d d a m  
H u s s e i n  f r o m  p o w e r  is n o t  
a  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  k i l l i n g  
a n y o n e .  I n  f a c t ,  g o i n g  t o  
w a r  i n  I r a q  h e l p s  j u s t i f y  t h e  
t e r r o r i s t s ’ u s e  o f  f o r c e .  
H o w  c a n  y o u  s a y  w i t h  a  
s t r a i g h t  fa c e ,  “ M y  k i l l i n g  is
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j u s t i f i e d  b e c a u s e  it  is f o r  a  
g o o d  C h r i s t i a n  e n d ;  y o u r  
k i l l i n g  i s  n o t  j u s t i f i e d  
b e c a u s e  i t  is  t o  p r o m o t e  
I s l a m i c  f u n d a m e n t a l i s m ” ?

I d o  n o t  a r g u e  a g a i n s t  
r e s i s t i n g  e v i l  a c t i o n s ,  b u t  in  
f a v o u r  o f  u s i n g  m o r a l ,  n o t  
p h y s i c a l  f o r c e .  G a n d h i  a n d  
M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  a r e  
t h e  l e a d e r s  w h o  m o s t  c o n ­
v i n c i n g l y  a p p l y  t h e  t e a c h ­
i n g s  o f  J e s u s  t o  t h e  s o c ia l  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e s .  
T h e y ,  l i k e  J e s u s ,  d o  n o t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  c r i t i c i s e  t h o s e  
w h o  w i e l d  p o w e r  r u t h ­
lessly.  B u t  t h e y  d o  n o t  ca l l  
f o r  t h e  v i o l e n t  o v e r t h r o w  
o f  s u c h  t y r a n t s .  T h e i r  ca l l  
is  t o  s e r v i c e  a n d  t o  d i a ­
l o g u e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
a l w a y s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
t h e  t y r a n t ’s h e a r t  w i l l  b e  
t o u c h e d .  D o  n o t  r e s i s t  t h e  
e v i l d o e r ,  d o  g o o d  t o  
t h o s e  w h o  h a t e  y o u ,  b l e s s  
t h o s e  w h o  c u r s e ,  p r a y  f o r  
t h o s e  w h o  p e r s e c u t e .

T o  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  a n  e v i l  
s i t u a t i o n  w e  h a v e  t o  t a k e  
t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o n  o u r s e l v e s .  
A n d  w e  h a v e  t o  u s e  o u r  
i m a g i n a t i o n s .  O n e  o f  t h e  
g r e a t  t h i n g s  a b o u t  G a n d h i  
w a s  h i s  i n v e n t i v e n e s s .  W h o  
e l s e  w o u l d  h a v e  r e a l i s e d  
t h a t  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  s a l t  f r o m  
s e a  w a t e r  c o u l d  b e  s u c h  a  
t h r e a t  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  o c c u ­
p i e r s ?  W e  a l s o  h a v e  t o  h a v e  
m o r a l  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e n  w e  
c a n  a s k  p r o t e s t e r s  t o  m a r c h ,  
u n a r m e d ,  o n  a  s a l t  w o r k s  
d e f e n d e d  b y  a r m e d  t r o o p s .  
A n d  w h e n  t h e s e  p r o t e s t e r s  
w e r e  b e a t e n  t o  t h e  g r o u n d ,  
t h e  B r i t i s h ,  a s  a n  A m e r i c a n  
r e p o r t e r  d e c l a r e d ,  l o s t  al l  
m o r a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  j u s t  a s  a n y  
m o r a l  a u t h o r i t y  t h e  o c c u p y ­
i n g  f o r c e s  h a d  i n  I r a q  w a s  
u n d e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  t o r t u r e  
o f  p r i s o n e r s .

T h i s  r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  
“ I s  it  p o s s i b l e  t o  b e  a  p o l i t i ­
c i a n  a n d  t r u e  t o  t h e  t e a c h ­
i n g s  o f  C h r i s t ? ” I c a n n o t  
s a y  t h a t  i t  is t o t a l l y  i m p o s s i ­
b l e  b u t  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  
e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t .

T h e  G o s p e l  r e q u i r e s  a n  
u n s w e r v i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  to  
t r u t h .  T h a t  d o e s  n o t  a c c o r d  
w i t h  s e c re c y .  I n  t h e i r  r e s i s t ­
a n c e  t o  t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  
o p e n n e s s  g o v e r n m e n t s  
s h o w  t h e m s e l v e s  w i l l i n g  to  
t r a d e  in  l i m i t e d  t r u t h  w h e n  
i t  s u i t s  t h e m .  “ I d i d  n o t  te l l  
a  l i e ,” c l a i m s  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n .  
N o ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  d i d  y o u  tel l  
t h e  w h o l e  t r u t h .

T o  p r o g r e s s  a s  a  p o l i t i ­
c i a n  r e q u i r e s  a  c e r t a i n  r u t h ­
l e s s n e s s .  Y o u  c a n n o t  g e t  t o  
t h e  t o p  e x c e p t  o n  t h e  b a c k s  
o f  o t h e r s .  A g a i n  y o u  c l a im  
t h a t  t h e  e n d  j u s t i f i e s  t h e  
m e a n s .  M a y b e  it  d o e s .  B u t  
n o t  i n  t e r m s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  
v a lu e s .

T o n y  B l a i r  m a y  o r  m a y  
n o t  b e  a  g o o d  p r i m e  m i n i s ­
t e r .  C o m p a r e d  w i t h  h i s  
p r e d e c e s s o r s  h e  m a y  w e l l  
b e .  I  a m  s u r e  h e  is s i n c e r e  
i n  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  
c o m m i t m e n t .  H e  is  n o t ,  
h o w e v e r ,  a  g o o d  a d v e r t i s e ­
m e n t  f o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  H e  is 
o n e  o f  S c r e w t a p e ’ s t r i ­
u m p h s .  •
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R E C I P E S :

Q U E N T I N  S E D D O N

BLACK
BEAU TIES
B aked  o r  b len d ed , c o o k in g  
w ith  aubergines is sim pler 
than y o u  think.

ILLUSTRATION: AXEL SCHEFFLER

W
H Y  A R E  a u b e r ­
g i n e s  s o  m u c h  
m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
g r o w  t h a n  t o m a t o e s ?  S t a r t  
t h e m  i n  a  p r o p a g a t o r  t o ­
g e t h e r ,  a n d  t h e  t o m a t o e s  

d e m a n d  t o  b e  t r a n s ­
p l a n t e d  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  
a u b e r g i n e s  m a k e  a n  a p ­
p e a r a n c e .  T h e n ,  w a r m  a s  
y o u  c a n  k e e p  t h e m  
t h r o u g h  e a r l y  s p r i n g ,  t h e y  
n e a r l y  a l w a y s  g o  o u t  t o  
t h e i r  f i n a l  s h e l t e r e d  a c ­
c o m m o d a t i o n  a s  p o o r ,  
w e a k  p l a n t s ,  a s s a u l t e d  b y  
a p h i d s .  A n d  t h a t ’ s h o w  
t h e y  s t a y  u n t i l  b i o - c o n t r o l s  
l i k e  A p h i d i u s  a n d  E n c a r s i a  
a r r i v e  b y  p o s t  a n d  s t a r t  
m u n c h i n g .

F o r  u s ,  t h e  s e e d s  o f  
B l a c k  B e a u t y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  
m o s t  r e l i a b l e ,  t h o u g h  w e ’r e  
s t i l l  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  
d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s .  B u t  
s o m e h o w  m o s t  o f  t h e m  
s t r u g g l e  t h r o u g h ,  u n t i l  t h e y  
c a n  b e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  
k i t c h e n .

C h o o s e  t h e  b i g g e s t  o n e s ,  
h a l v e  t h e m  l e n g t h w i s e ,

t h e n  s l ice  d i a g o n a l l y  b o t h  
w a y s  in  d e e p  d i a m o n d - p a t ­
t e r n e d  c u t s .  M a k e  s u r e  y o u  
d o n ’t  b r e a k  t h e  s k i n  w h i l e  
d o i n g  so .  T h e n  p u t  t h e m  
c u t - s i d e  d o w n  i n  a  f a i r l y  h o t  
o v e n  f o r  2 5  m i n u t e s ,  w i th  a  
s m e a r  o f  oi l  u n d e r n e a t h  to  
s t o p  t h e m  s t i c k in g .

M e a n w h i l e ,  s o f t e n  
o n i o n s  a n d  g a r l i c ,  a n d  c h o p  
t o m a t o e s  i n t o  s m a l l i s h  
p i e c e s  —  o n e  m e d i u m  
o n i o n  a n d  t h r e e  m e d i u m  
t o m a t o e s  f o r  e a c h  
a u b e r g i n e .  A d d  t h e  t o m a ­
t o e s  t o  t h e  o n i o n s  f o r  t h e  
l a s t  f i v e  m i n u t e s ,  p l u s  a  
q u a n t i t y  o f  c h o p p e d  b a s i l ,  
a n d  s e a s o n i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  
b l a c k  p e p p e r ,  b r o w n  s u g a r  
a n d  a  l i t t le  m u s t a r d  p o w d e r .

T a k e  t h e  a u b e r g i n e s  
f r o m  t h e  o v e n ,  t u r n  o v e r  
c a r e f u l l y  o n  t h e i r  b a c k s  in  
t h e  s a m e  d i s h ,  t h e n  e a s e  
t h e  t o m a t o  m i x  a s  d e e p  i n t o  
t h e  c u t s  a s  y o u  c a n .  P i l e  
m o r e  m i x  o n  t o p ,  p o u r  o n  
s o m e  o l iv e  o i l ,  a n d  r e p l a c e  
t h e  l o t  i n  t h e  o v e n  f o r  
1 5 - 2 0  m i n u t e s ,  o r  u n t i l

w e l l  c o o k e d  a n d  s l i g h t l y  
b r o w n e d .  D e l i c i o u s  a s  a  
c e n t r e p i e c e .

T h e  s m a l l e r  a u b e r g i n e s  
y o u  c a n  p u t  i n  a  h o t t i s h  
o v e n  u n t i l  w e l l  s o f t e n e d  (3 0  
m i n u t e s  o r  m o r e ,  d e p e n d ­
i n g  o n  s ize) .  L e t  t h e m  c o o l  
e n o u g h  t o  h a n d l e ,  h a l v e  
t h e m ,  s c o o p  t h e  f l e s h  f r o m  
t h e  s k i n ,  a n d  p u t  it  i n  t h e  
l i q u id i s e r .

A d d  q u a r t e r e d ,  c o r e d  
r i p e  p e a r s ,  g a r l i c  a n d  l i m e  
j u i c e  ( h a l f  a  p e a r ,  h a l f  a  
l i m e  a n d  o n e  c lo v e  o f  g a r l i c  
p e r  a u b e r g i n e ) ,  a  h a n d f u l  
o f  s w e e t  c ic e ly  i f  y o u ’v e  g o t  
it, a n d  s e a s o n i n g ,  a g a i n  i n ­
c l u d i n g  p e p p e r ,  m u s t a r d  
a n d  s u g a r .  T h e n  w h i z z  t h e  
lo t ,  w h i l e  p o u r i n g  in  o l iv e  
o i l  a s  f o r  a  m a y o n n a i s e  —  
w h i c h  is  w h a t  t h e  f in a l  c o n ­
s i s t e n c y  s h o u l d  b e  l ike .

T h i s  is a n  e x c e l l e n t  d i p  
f o r  e a t i n g  w i t h  r a w  c a r r o t s  
a n d  c e l e r y ,  o r  b r e a d  a n d  
b i s c u i t s .  A n d  i t ’s a  f i n e  
s a u c e  w i t h  m a n y  v e g e t a ­
b le s :  b o i l e d  o r  b a k e d  p o t a ­
t o e s ,  b e e t r o o t ,  o r  m i x e d

w i t h  s w e e t c o r n  k e r n e l s .
A u b e r g i n e s  a l s o  m a k e  a n  

o u t s t a n d i n g  c h u t n e y .  C h o p  
t h e m  r o u g h l y ,  w i t h  o n i o n s ,  
g a r l i c  a n d  w a r m  o r  h o t  
p e p p e r s .  F o r  e a c h  1 lb  o f  
a u b e r g i n e s ,  a d d  j  lb  o n i o n s ,  
t w o  c l o v e s  o f  g a r l i c  a n d  
p e p p e r s  t o  t a s t e  —  d e p e n d ­
i n g  h o w  h o t  t h e y  a r e ,  a n d  
h o w  h o t  y o u  w a n t  t h e  c h u t ­
n e y  to  b e .  F o r  t h i s  a m o u n t  
o f  v e g e t a b l e s  y o u  w ill  a l s o  
n e e d  j  p t  o f  c i d e r  v i n e g a r  
b r o u g h t  to  t h e  b o i l  w i t h  j  lb  
o f  b r o w n  s u g a r ,  1  o z  f i n e l y  
c h o p p e d  f r e s h  g i n g e r  a n d  j  
o z  m u s t a r d  s e e d s .  A d d  
o t h e r  s p i c e s  t o  t a s t e  —  
w h o l e  c a r d a m o m s  a r e  
g o o d ,  a s  a r e  a  f e w  s e e d s  o f  
f e n u g r e e k .

I f  y o u  d o u b l e  (say )  t h e  
q u a n t i t y  o f  a u b e r g i n e s ,  
d o u b l e  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  a s  
w e l l .  P u t  a l l  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  
i n t o  t h e  v i n e g a r  m i x ,  a n d  
s i m m e r  v e r y  g e n t l y  ti l l  w e l l  
c o o k e d  —  a n y t h i n g  u p  t o  
t w o  h o u r s .  A d d  sa l t  t o  t a s t e ,  
s p o o n  i n t o  h o t  j a r s ,  s e a l ,  
a n d  s t o r e .  •
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T H E  C O L O U R  O F  

C R A F T S :  

S A N D Y  B R O W N

T
H E  P H O T O G R A P H S  o f  L u c y  
C a s s o n ’s w o r k ,  d e a r  a s  t h e y  
a r e ,  d o  n o t  i n  f a c t  d o  i t  j u s ­
t i c e .  I  t h i n k  it is  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is  so  
m u c h  r i c h  d e t a i l  i n  h e r  p i e c e s .  I s a w  

a  t o u r i n g  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  h e r  w o r k  i n  
t h e  B u r t o n  A r t  G a l l e r y  i n  B i d e f o r d  
l a s t  y e a r  a n d  I c o u l d  n o t  s t o p  s m i l ­
i n g .  S h e  s e e m s  t o  b e  p e r m a n e n t l y  i n  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  a  y o u n g  p l a y f u l  c h i l d :  1 
c a n  a l m o s t  h e a r  h e r  t a l k i n g  o u t  l o u d  
t o  h e r s e l f ,  s a y i n g  “ t h a t  p i e c e  g o e s  
t h e r e ” a n d  “ t h i s  o n e  g o e s  h e r e . ”

S h e  w o r k s  i n  m e t a l :  b i t s  a n d  
p i e c e s ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  h a m m e r s ,  
c h e e s e  g r a t e r s ,  t i n  c a n s ,  b u s  t i c k e t s ,  
c h o c o l a t e  p a p e r s  a n d  s o f t - d r i n k  c a n s .  
S h e  is  a  m a g p i e ,  f i n d i n g  t h i n g s  t h a t

Creature an d  p la s tic  ball, m i x e d  m e d ia

g l i t t e r  a n d  s p a r k l e ,  a n d  s h e  b r i n g s  
t h e m  b a c k  t o  h e r  n e s t  a n d  s t i c k s  
t h e m  a l l  t o g e t h e r  t o  m a k e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
c o u l d  b e  f i g u r e s ,  o r  b i r d s ,  o r  a  c r o s s  
b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o .

H e r  w o r k  o f t e n  r e p r e s e n t s  c r e a ­

A  W O R L D  O F  

T H E I R  O W N

L u cy  C a sson ’s creatures are b o r n  o f  a playful im agination .

t u r e s ,  w i t h  l o n g  l o n g  n o s e s ,  w h o  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  h a v e  b l u e  s t a n d - u p  h a i r  
a n d  w e a r  c l o t h e s  m a d e  o f  s a r d i n e  
c a n s .  T h e y  m i g h t  h e  g o i n g  o n  a  f i s h ­
i n g  e x p e d i t i o n ,  t a k i n g  n e t s  a n d  r o d s ;  
o r  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  c o o k i n g ,  w e a r i n g  
f l i p p e r s  o n  t h e i r  f e e t  a n d  c o r r u g a t e d  
c a r d b o a r d  t r o u s e r s .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e r e  
a r e  s e v e r a l  c r e a t u r e s  t o g e t h e r ,  h a v ­
i n g  a  d i n n e r  p a r t y ,  say ,  i n  w h i c h  o n e  
o r  t w o  o f  t h e m  w i l l  h a v e  s l i p p e d  t o  
t h e  f l o o r  i n  a n  o v e r - i n d u l g e d  s t u p o r .  
W i t h  t h e i r  c o l o u r f u l  h a i r  a n d  f e e t ,  
a n d  t h e i r  r e d  s t r i p y  t i n - c a n  s h i r t s ,  i t  
is  h a r d  t o  t a k e  t h e m  s e r i o u s l y .

T h e  d e l i g h t  a n d  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  
f u n  t h e y  e x p r e s s  a r e  e n d e a r i n g ,  a n d  
i t  is  a  l i b e r a t i n g  f o r m  o f  c r e a t i v i t y  i n  
w h i c h  t h e  o b s e r v e r ’s o w n  i m a g i n a ­
t i o n  is s p a r k e d  i n t o  t h i n k i n g ,  “ W e l l ,  
i f  L u c y  d o e s  t h i s ,  t h e n  I c o u l d  d o  
t h a t . ”

C o l l e c t i n g  a n d  l o o k i n g  f o r  i n t e r ­
e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
e n j o y m e n t ,  a n d  C a s s o n  r e l i s h e s  t h e  
s e a r c h  f o r  p l e a s i n g  c o l o u r s  i n  t h e  
d i s c a r d e d  m e t a l .  S h e  u s e s  a s  f e w  
t o o l s  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  k e e p  i t  s i m p l e ,  
a n d  l i k e s  t o  w o r k  l o w - t e c h ,  s p o n t a ­
n e o u s l y ,  i m p r o v i s i n g  a s  s h e  g o e s .

S h e  o b v i o u s l y  l o o k s  a r o u n d  h e r  
l i f e  a s  s h e  g o e s  a b o u t ,  n o t i c i n g  p e o ­
p l e ,  a n d  d r a w s  o n  e v e r y d a y  s c e n e s  
w h i c h  s h e  t h e n  p o p u l a t e s  w i t h  h e r  
c r e a t u r e s .  S o m e t i m e s  p a r t s  o f  s t o r i e s  
s h e  h a s  h e a r d  c r e e p  i n t o  t h e  w o r k ,  
o r  h e r  i m a g i n a t i o n  c a n  b e  s p a r k e d  
b y  h e a r i n g  t a l e s  o f  e x p l o r e r s  i n  f a r ­
a w a y  l a n d s  w a l k i n g  a c r o s s  t o t a l l y  
n e w  l a n d s c a p e s  c o l l e c t i n g  t h i n g s .  
M o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  s h e  
m a d e  a  p i e c e  c a l l e d  I n s p i r a t i o n  w h i c h  
w a s  t r i g g e r e d  b y  a  v i s i t  t o  a  L o n d o n  
g a r d e n  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b y  c o l l e c t o r s  o f  
s e e d s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  “ 1 
l o v e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  d i s c o v e r y  a n d  
t h e s e  d i s c o v e r i e s  g r o w i n g  i n t o  p l a n t s  
i n  t h e  g a r d e n .  T h e s e  c r e a t u r e s  I 
m a k e  a r e  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  p e o p l e  c o l ­

l e c t i n g ,  i n q u i s i t i v e  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d . ” 
T h a t  s o u n d s  a  b i t  l i k e  C a s s o n  h e r s e l f .

S h e  l iv e s  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  c o n t e m p o ­
r a r y  c r a f t s p e r s o n ,  e x h i b i t i n g  a r o u n d  
t h e  w o r l d ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  s c h o o l s  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s ,  g i v i n g  t a l k s ,  
m a k i n g  t h i n g s ,  s e l l i n g  t h i n g s .  I t  is

c l e a r  t h a t  s h e  h a s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  m a n ­
a g e  t h i s  l i f e s t y l e ,  a n d  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r  
c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  h e r  c h i l d - l i k e  a b i l i t y  t o  
s t a r t  s o m e w h e r e  a n d  g o  o f f  u n t i l  s h e  
a r r i v e s  s o m e w h e r e  e l s e .  Y o u  c a n ’t  d o  
t h a t  i f  y o u ’r e  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  o r  
s t r e s s e d  o r  s t u c k .  Y o u  c a n  o n l y  d o  i t  
i f  y o u  a r e  g e n u i n e l y  f e e l i n g  a s  f r e e  a s  
t h e  w o r k  is. P r o t e c t i n g  t h a t  c r e a t i v e  
s t a t e  is  i n  i t s e l f  a l m o s t  a s  m u c h  o f  a n  
a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  o u r  m o d e r n  w o r l d  a s  
d o i n g  t h e  w o r k  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  •

L u c y  C a s s o n ’s  w o r k  c a n  b e  s e e n  a t  
t h e  R e b e c c a  H o s s a c k  G a l l e r y ,  3 5  
W i n d m i l l  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n  W I T  2 J S .  
T e l :  + 4 4  ( 0 ) 2 0 7  4 3 6  4 8 9 9 .  
< w w w . r - h - g . c o . u k >
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A  S E N S E  O F  P L A C E :  

P E T E R  A L F R E D  

P L E A S E

T H E  P O T A T O  

H A R V E S T

J o in in g  the gang o f  fa rm  w orkers.

M
A T T  SA ID  T H A T  t h e y  w e r e  
p i c k i n g  p o t a t o e s  e v e r y  
a f t e r n o o n  t h i s  w e e k  a n d  
h e  s a i d  i t  w i t h o u t  a  b u r d e n  
a t t a c h e d ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  g u i l t  i f  I d i d ­
n ' t  c o m e .  I k n e w  t h a t  t h e  f a r m ’s 

l i v e l i h o o d  d e p e n d e d  u p o n  i t  —  
m o s t  o f  l a s t  y e a r ’s c r o p  h a d  b e c o m e  
w a t e r l o g g e d  a n d  h a d  g o n e  t o  t h e  
p i g s  —  s o  I h e s i t a t e d ,  t h o u g h t s  
f e n c i n g  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  b u t  I h a d  
t o  g o .  T h e y  n e e d e d  m e .  1 w a l k e d  
t h e  l o n g  w a y  r o u n d  b y  G o o s e  a n d  
W a t e r s i d e  m e a d o w s  a n d  s a t  o n  t h e  
s t o n e  1 h a d  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  
t h e  o l d  c a n a l .  T h e r e  I i d l e d ,  h a p p y  
t o  b e  i n  s i l e n c e .  I a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  
s u b t l e  a u t u m n a l  l i g h t s ,  c o o l  a n d  
g l o w i n g ,  p i c k i n g  o u t  t h e  r e d  s h e e n  
o f  h a w t h o r n s ,  t h e  i n k y  l i g h t s  i n  
e l d e r ,  c h e q u e r e d  l i g h t s  i n  s l o e s .  A  
f a m i l y  g r o u p  o f  c a t t l e  g a z e d  a t  m e  
s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  s t o n e  —  a n d  d o i n g  
a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  —  a n d  I g a z e d  
h a c k  a t  t h e m  v o i c i n g  t o  m y s e l f  t h a t  I 
l i k e d  t h i s  p l a c e  o f  a n i m a l s ,  a  s t i l l  
p o i n t  t o  t h i s  d a y .

T h e n  I a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  f i e l d  —  
t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  b a t c h ,  t h e  s p o i l  
h e a p s  o f  a  c o a l  m i n e  —  a n d  w a l k e d  
t o w a r d s  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  a  w a s h i n g  l i n e  
o f  f i g u r e s  a r r a n g e d  t o  m y  l e f t  a n d  
r i g h t ,  s o m e  k n e e l i n g  w i t h  y e l l o w  
b u c k e t s ,  o t h e r s  c r o u c h i n g  o v e r  h e s -  
s i a n  s a c k s ,  o r  j u s t  s t a n d i n g  s t i l l  a n d  
b l e n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  b l a c k s  a n d  g r e y s

a n d  b r o k e n  w h i t e s  o f  t h e  g r o u n d .  I 
d i d n ’t  w a n t  t o  t a l k .  I w a n t e d  t h e  
a n o n y m i t y ,  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p o t a t o -  
p i c k i n g  g a n g  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  
S t r a i g h t  i n  w i t h  m y  b u c k e t  a n d  
b e n d i n g  o v e r  a  b a r  t h a t  w a s n ’t  
t h e r e ,  a n d  r e a c h i n g  f u l l - s p a n  w i t h  
m y  a r m s ,  l e t t i n g  t h e  f i n g e r s  d o  t h e  
t h i n k i n g .  I r e j e c t e d  g r e e n  o n e s ,  
t h o s e  w i t h  h o l e s  t h a t  y o u  c a n n o t  s e e  
t h e  e n d  o f  (“ I l i k e  t h a t , ” s a i d  M a t t ,  
s h o w i n g  t h e  s p a n  o f  h i s  s m i l e .  “ I t ’s 
s o  u n c o m p l i c a t e d ” ), o r  s l i c e d  o n e s  i f  
t h e y  w e r e  t h i n .  I k n e w  w h a t  t o  d o  
a n d  1 e n j o y e d  t h e  s t r e t c h i n g ,  t h e  
g e n t l e  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  p l u c k i n g  s a c k -  
g o l d  t u b e r s ,  c o o l  a n d  b u o y a n t  a s  i f  
p r e s s u r e - f i l l e d  w i t h  w a t e r .  S o m e  
h a d  r o s y  e y e s  o r  s t r a n g e  p r o t u b e r ­
a n c e s :  i n  t h e y  w e n t  w i t h o u t  c e r e m o ­
n y ,  g o l d  f o r  t h e  f a r m  a t  £ 1 . 8 0  a  k i l o .

1 p r e f e r r e d  t o  w o r k  u p h i l l ,  s t a n d ­
i n g  b e t t e r  a g a i n s t  g r a v i t y  a n d  s t i l l  
k e e p i n g  m y  o w n  c o m p a n y .  I t  w a s  a l l  
r i g h t  t o  s t a y  s i l e n t ,  s h a r i n g  t h e  
d u m b n e s s  o f  t h e  c l o d s ,  d r y  a n d  
w a r m  t o  t o u c h .  I u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  
w o r d  ‘c l o d h o p p e r ’ —  h a r d  l u m p s  
a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  s m e l l  —  y e t  t h e  
p o t a t o e s  w e r e  m o i s t  a n d  s m e l l e d  o f  
p i n k - c u t  m u s h r o o m s .  D o w n  c a m e  
t h e  t r a c t o r  t o  l i f t  a n o t h e r  r o w ,  t r a i l ­
i n g  a  w a v e  o f  d u s t ,  m a c h i n i n g  o u r  
e a r s  w i t h  r u m b l e s  a n d  r a t t l e d o o m  
a n d  w a i l s  d i s t u r b i n g l y  h u m a n ,  a n d  
a l l  t h e  t i m e  s p e w i n g  a n o t h e r  w a v e

o f  c l o d s ,  h o p p i n g  a n d  l e a p i n g  o f f  
t h e  e d g e  w i t h  p o t a t o e s .  T h i s  I 
s t a r e d  a t ,  c a u g h t  b y  t h e  s u d d e n  a n i ­
m a t i o n .  1 w e l c o m e d  t h e  d i s t r a c t i o n ,  
t h e  e x c u s e  t o  s t a n d  u p r i g h t .  S o m e ­
t i m e s  m y  f i n g e r s  r e c o i l e d  f r o m  w h a t  
a p p e a r e d  t o  h e  a  r o t t e n  p l u m ,  w r i n ­
k l e d  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e  a n d  s u p p u r a t ­
i n g  i n s i d e ;  u s u a l l y  it w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  
t h e  g r e y ,  f l y - b l o w n  h a u l m s ,  o f t e n  
s i d e  b y  s i d e  w i t h  r o b u s t  p o t a t o e s .  
T h i s  w a s  a  s e e d  p o t a t o ,  g r i m l y  
h a n g i n g  i n  t h e r e ,  i t s  w o r k  d o n e .

T h e  r e a p p e a r a n c e  o f  M a t t  a n d  
t h e  t r a c t o r  b u r i e d  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s .  I 
s i g h e d  w i t h  r e l i e f  a n d  w a l k e d  u p  
t h e  f i e l d  t i d y i n g  u p  t h e  s a c k s ,  a n d  
s e n s i n g  t h e  s t r e t c h  a c r o s s  m y  l o w e r  
b a c k .  I h a d  t o  p l a c e  e a c h  f o o t  a s  i f  I 
w e r e  l e a r n i n g  t o  w a l k  a g a i n .  T h e  
l a s t  p i c t u r e  is o f  u n l o a d i n g  t h e  p o t a ­
t o e s  i n t o  t h e  b a r n ,  w i r e d  a n d  s l a t t e d  
t o  k e e p  o u t  b i r d s  a n d  r a t s .  S t r a w  
b a l e s  m a r k e d  o f f  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  t o  
s e p a r a t e  t h e  v a r i e t i e s ,  M i l v e r ,  S d n t e ,  
C a r a  a n d  R e m a r k a ,  t h e  l a t t e r  w i t h  a  
f i n e  w a x y  f l e s h  g r o w i n g  s w e e t e r  a s  i t  
a g e s .  A m e l i a  w i t h  h e r  b a r e  f e e t  
e n j o y e d  t r e a d i n g  t h e  p o t a t o e s  i n t o  
t h e i r  s t r o n g h o l d s .  M a t t ,  c a r e f u l  w i t h  
h i s  w o r d s ,  s a i d  h e  l i k e d  t h e  w a y  
t h e y  k n o c k e d  t o g e t h e r  b e f o r e  s e t ­
t l i n g .  W e  l e f t  t h e m  b e n e a t h  t h e i r  
d u v e t  o f  s a c k c l o t h ,  s u n s e t  s e e d s  
b e h i n d  t h e  b o l t e d  d o o r s ,  o n c e  m o r e  
r e t u r n i n g  t h e m  t o  d a r k n e s s .  •

S e n s e  o f  p l a c e  is  n o t  j u s t  s o m e t h i n  

t h a t  p e o p l e  k n o w  a n d  f e e l ;  

i t  is  s o m e t h i n g  p e o p l e  d o .

A LB ER T C A M U S
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L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R S

EN GEN DERIN G CH AN G E
D e a r  E d i t o r s
T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  y o u r  p o s i t i v e  r e v i e w  
o f  t h e  b o o k  o f  s a c r e d  t e x t s ,  G o d  M a k e s  
th e  R iv e r s  to  F lo w  (R e s u r g e n c e  2 2 2 ) .  I n  
h e r  f i n a l  p a r a g r a p h  o f  t h i s  r e v i e w ,  
M a r i a n  v a n  E y k  M c C a i n  w a r n s  r e a d e r s  
o f  t h e  p a u c i t y  o f  g e n d e r  n e u t r a l  a n d  
f e m i n i n e  t e x t s .

M e d i t a t o r s  n e e d  t o  b e  t o l e r a n t  o f  
m e t a p h o r s  f o r  d i v i n i t y  a n d  g e n d e r  
u s a g e  f r o m  t h e  p a s t .  I w o u l d  n o t  l ike  
t o  b e  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  e n j o y i n g  a n d  
u s i n g  t h e  B h a g a v a d  G ita , t h e  V edas, t h e  
D h a m m a p a d a ,  o r  t h e  P s a lm s  m e r e l y  
b e c a u s e  o f  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  m a l e  p r o ­
n o u n s .  W o u l d  a n y o n e ?

I n  fac t ,  E k n a t h  E a s w a r a n  m a d e  n e w  
t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  m a n y  p a s s a g e s  t o  m a k e  
t h e m  m o r e  n e u t r a l  f o r  t h i s  l a s t  e d i t i o n ,  
a n d  h e  c h a n g e d  m a n y  o f  t h e  m a s c u l i n e  
s i n g u l a r s  t o  n e u t r a l  p l u r a l s .
Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y  
M a r g a r e t  P u r r e t t  
V o o r s c h o t e n ,
T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s

C A R B O N  T R A D IN G  
ALAR M
D e a r  E d i t o r s
I WAS E X T R E M E L Y  c o n c e r n e d  t o  r e a d  
A n t o n y  T u r n e r ’s a r t i c l e  H e a l i n g  t h e  
A i r ’ i n  t h e  M a y / J u n e  i s s u e  o f  R e s u r ­
g e n c e .

I a m  s u r e  c a r b o n / p o l l u t a n t  l a b e l s  o n  
t r a v e l  t i c k e t s ,  h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s ,  e tc .  
w o u l d  h e l p  c o n s u m e r s  c h o o s e  w is e ly  —  
a n d  t h e  g r o w t h  i n  s a l e s  o f  F a i r  T r a d e  
g o o d s  s h o w s  t h a t  m a n y  c o n s u m e r s  a r e  
w i l l i n g  t o  c h a n g e  s p e n d i n g  p a t t e r n s  
w h e n  i n f o r m e d  o f  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  d o  
so. I a m  all  in  f a v o u r  o f  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n .

T u r n e r  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  a  ‘c a r b o n  c u r ­
r e n c y ’ w h e r e b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e c e i v e  a  
c a r b o n  a l l o c a t i o n .  T h i s  a l s o  a t  f i r s t  
s e e m s  l ik e  a  g o o d  i d e a ,  b u t  a l a r m  be l l s  
r i n g  w h e n  T u r n e r  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
s u c h  a l l o c a t i o n  —  o r  q u o t a  —  b e c o m e  
a  t r a d e a b l e  c o m m o d i t y .

A n y  t r a d e a b l e  c o m m o d i t y  —  
w h e t h e r  i t  b e  c a r b o n  q u o t a ,  f a r m  p r o ­
d u c e  o r  m o n e t a r y  c u r r e n c y  —  g u a r a n ­
t e e s  p r o f i t s  f o r  n o n - p r o d u c e r s .  
I n v e s t o r s  w ill  a c c u m u l a t e  c a r b o n  q u o t a  
a n d  r e n t / l e a s e  it  o u t  a n n u a l l y  b o t h  to  
e n s u r e  e x c e l l e n t  r e t u r n s  o n  t h e i r  
i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  t o  m a i n t a i n  o w n e r s h i p  
a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  it. A n d  w h a t  a n  o p p o r ­
t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  m i d d l e - m e n !  I f  y o u  n e e d

e x t r a  q u o t a ,  y o u r  f r i e n d l y  q u o t a  b r o ­
k e r  w ill  h e l p  o u t  a t  m a r k e t  p r i c e  p l u s ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  c o m m i s s i o n .

T u r n e r  say s ,  “ t h e r e  w ill  b e  p l e n t y  o f  
p e o p l e  in  t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d  w h o  w o u l d  
b e  h a p p y  t o  se l l  t h e i r  a l l o c a t i o n s  a t  t h e  
m a r k e t  r a t e . ” A l a r m  b e l l s  a r e  d e a f e n ­
i n g .  W h a t  a  c e r t a i n  w a y  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  
o n g o i n g  p o v e r t y  o f  T h i r d  W o r l d  p r o ­
d u c e r s  w h o  will  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  in  h o c k  
t o  f i r s t  w o r l d  c a r b o n  q u o t a  h o l d e r s .

C a r b o n  c u r r e n c y  —  w h a t  a  f a n t a s t i c  
w a y  t o  a l l o w  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a  new '  m e a n s  
o f  p r o d u c t i o n  t o  s l i p  i n t o  e v e r  f e w e r  
h a n d s  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  
e c o n o m i c  p o w 'e r  y e t  f u r t h e r !

I d o  h o p e  A n t o n y  T u r n e r  w ill  t h i n k  
m o r e  o n  t h i s  a n d  d o  a l l  h e  c a n  i n  
f u t u r e  t o  p r o t e s t  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  a n y  
m o v e s  t o  t u r n  a n y  e n e r g y  q u o t a s  i n t o  
m a r k e t  c o m m o d i t i e s .
Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y  
R o s e m a r y  M i d d l e t o n  
L o s t w i t h i e l ,  U K

W H EAT IN TO LERAN CE
D e a r  E d i t o r s
O N E  O F O U R  c u s t o m e r s  j u s t  g a v e  u s  
y o u r  a r t i c l e  ‘K n e a d i n g  T i m e ’ ( R e s u r ­
g e n c e  2 2 1 ) .  I t  w a s  b r i l l i a n t !

W e  s t a r t e d  T r u e  L o a f  B a k e r y  t h r e e  
y e a r s  a g o  in  L i n c o l n s h i r e .  W e  m il l  a ll  
o u r  o w n  s t o n e g r o u n d  o r g a n i c  f l o u r  i n  
a  t r a d i t i o n a l  t o w e r  w i n d m i l l  a n d  w'e 
b a k e  a  r a n g e  o f  f i f t e e n  o r g a n i c  b r e a d s  
w h i c h  w e  s e l l  i n  o u r  s h o p  a n d  t e a ­
r o o m s ,  a n d  i n  lo c a l  f a r m e r s ’ m a r k e t s .

W e  a l s o  p r o v e  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  u s e  
b u l k  l o n g  f e r m e n t a t i o n  m e t h o d s  a n d  
c o a x  p e o p l e  t o  t r y  o u r  o r g a n i c  l o a v e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  s p e l t  ( a n  o l d  v a r i e t y  o f  
w h e a t )  b r e a d  i f  t h e y  s u f f e r  f r o m  w h e a t  
i n t o l e r a n c e .  I t  w o r k s :  t h e y  d o  n o t  s u f ­
f e r  f r o m  i n d i g e s t i o n  a n d  c a n  a t  l o n g  
l a s t  e a t  b r e a d  a g a i n  —  a t  l e a s t  r e a l  
b r e a d !
Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y  
M a r i e - C h r i s t i n e  a n d  
M e r v i n  A u s t i n  
T r u e  L o a f  B a k e r y  
L i n c o l n s h i r e ,  U K

CULTURE OF CARE
D e a r  E d i t o r s
N O -O N E  C O U L D  r e a s o n a b l y  o b j e c t  t o  
p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  a n g u i s h  a n d  
d e s p a i r  r e c e i v i n g  s u p p o r t  a n d  c o m f o r t .

B u t  C h a r l e s  M o n t a g u  ’s a r t i c l e  ‘M i n d  
M a t t e r s ’ (R e s u rg e n c e  2 2 4 )  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  
v i r t u e s  o f  h y p n o t h e r a p y  c a n n o t  g o  
u n c h a l l e n g e d .  T h e r e  is n o w  a  v a s t  l i t ­
e r a t u r e  a m a s s e d  o v e r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s  
c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  p l a c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  t h e r ­
a p y  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t i e s  ( s e e  D r  
R i c h a r d  H o u s e ’s b o o k  T h e ra p y  B e y o n d  
M o d e r n i ty ,  2 0 0 3 ,  K a r n a c ) .

A l l  c u l t u r e s  c r e a t e  h e a l i n g  p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l s  t o  r e p a i r  t h e  d a m a g e  d o n e  
w i t h i n  t h o s e  c u l t u r e s ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  
o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  v a l u e s  a n d  v i s io n  o f  
r e a l i t y  o f  t h a t  c u l t u r e .  C a p i t a l i s m  is n o  
e x c e p t i o n .  N o t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  ‘m i n d ’, 
s u b c o n s c i o u s  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  c o n t a i n e d  
w i t h i n  a  s e p a r a t e  s e l f - d e t e r m i n i n g  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  l ie  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  b o t h  t h e r ­
a p y  a n d  a  r u t h l e s s  c a p i t a l i s m ,  l e a v i n g  
p e o p l e  a l i e n a t e d  a n d  d e m o r a l i s e d ;  or ,  
t o  u s e  D r  C u s h m a n ’s t e r m ,  w i t h  a n  
‘e m p t y  s e l f ’ f r e e  t o  fill i ts  e m p t i n e s s  
t h r o u g h  f u t i l e  a n d  d a m a g i n g  c o n -  
s u m e r i s t  b e h a v i o u r .

I a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  R e s u r g e n c e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  v a l u e s ,  o f  t h e  
s o r t  c o n v e y e d  i n  s u c h  w o r d s  a s  ‘h o l i s ­
t i c ’, ‘l o c a l ’, ‘e c o l o g i c a l ’ a n d  ‘c o m m u ­
n i t y ’ ( w h i c h  a t  l e a s t  w a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  
M a r y - J a y n e  R u s t ’s a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  s a m e  
t o p i c  in  t h e  s a m e  i s s u e ) .  It s e e m s  t o  m e  
t h a t  a  c u l t u r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  R e s u r ­
g e n c e  v i s i o n  o f  r e a l i t y  w o u l d  b e  l e s s  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e r a p y  t h a n  w i t h  c r e ­
a t i n g  a  c u l t u r e  o f  c a r e  w h e r e  t h e  n e e d  
f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  t h e r a p y  o f  a n y  p e r s u a ­
s i o n  b e c a m e  u n n e c e s s a r y .

I  h a v e  n o  d o u b t  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  
w h o  b e l i e v e  t h e y  h a v e  e n j o y e d  b e n e f i t  
f r o m  t h e r a p y .  T h a t  is i ts  g e n i u s  (as  a lso  
o c c u r s  i n  m a r k e t i n g  a n d  p u b l i c  r e l a ­
t i o n s  w i t h  w h i c h  it  is h i s t o r i c a l l y  c lo se ly  
a l i g n e d ) :  t o  p e r s u a d e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  
d i s a d v a n t a g e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  o v e r ­
c o m e  a  d i f f i c u l ty  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e s  o f  h a r m .

T h e r e  a r e  t i m e s  w h e n  a n  i d e a  o u t ­
l iv e s  i ts  u s e f u l n e s s ;  w h e n  i t  b e c o m e s  so  
d i s t o r t e d  a n d  c o r r u p t i n g  t h a t  i t  c e a s e s  
t o  h a v e  a n y  v a l u e .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  t o  b e  
t h e  c a s e  w i t h  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e r a p i e s .  
T h e  c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  D r  D a v i d  
S m a i l  o n c e  s a i d  o f  p e o p l e  d r a w n  t o  o r  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e r a p y ,  “ T h e y  a r e  l e s s  
p e o p l e  w i t h  w h o m  a n y t h i n g  is w r o n g  
t h a n  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  
w r o n g . ” A  c u l t u r e  o f  c a r e  a n d  s o c ia l  
j u s t i c e  f o r  a l l  is t h e  o n l y  t r u e  r e m e d y  
f o r  t h a t .
Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y  
C h r i s  W i l l o u g h b y  
H e r t s ,  U K
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ART AFTER DEATH
D e a r  E d i t o r s
I EN JOYED R E A D IN G  L a r r y  D o s s e y ’s 
a r t i c l e  o n  i m m o r t a l i t y  ( R e s u r g e n c e  
2 2 4 ) ,  b u t  w a s  d i s a p p o i n t e d  n o t  t o  f i n d  
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  K e n  E v a n s  in  t h e  t e x t  
o f  t h e  a r t i c l e .  I t  w a s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  
h i s  p i c t u r e s  u s e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  a r t i ­
c le  t h a t  l e d  m e  t o  r e a d  t h e  a r t i c l e  in  
t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  a n d  i t  f e l t  l i k e  s o m e ­
t h i n g  w a s  m i s s i n g  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  n o  
e x p l a n a t i o n  o r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  w o r k  
i n  t h e  t e x t .  K e n  E v a n s ’ p i c t u r e s  a n d  
t e x t  i n  h i s  b o o k  A n  A r t i s t ’s  L i f e  A f t e r  
D e a th  a r e  l ik e  t h e  c h i c k e n  a n d  t h e  e g g :  
y o u  c a n  h a v e  o n e  w i t h o u t  t h e  o t h e r  
b u t  y o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  m u c h  
i n c r e a s e d  w h e n  y o u  m e e t  b o t h  
t o g e t h e r !  A n d  as  K e n  E v a n s  d i c t a t e d  
h i s  b o o k  t o  h i s  w i fe  a f t e r  h is  d e a t h ,  it 
s e e m s  t o  m e  t o  b e  a  g o o d  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  i d e a  o f  " lo c a l  m i n d ” , a s  e x p l a i n e d  
in  t h e  p i e c e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w o r t h y  o f  
m e n t i o n .  P e r h a p s  w e  c a n  l o o k  f o r w a r d  
t o  a  w h o l e  a r t i c l e  o n  h i s  w o r k  i n  a  
f o r t h c o m i n g  i s s u e ?  I h o p e  so.
Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y  
M .  F r e a k e  
I l f o r d ,  U K

ESSAY COMPETITION
P L E A S E  V I S I T  O U R  w e b s i t e  
< w w w . r e s u r g e n c e . o r g >  t o  r e a d  l a s t  
y e a r ’s a w a r d - w i n n i n g  e s s a y s  i n  t h e  
R e s u r g e n c e  a n d  S c ie n t i f i c  a n d  M e d i c a l  
N e t w o r k  E s s a y  C o m p e t i t i o n  ( ‘E v o l u ­
t i o n  a n d  t h e  H u m a n  S p i r i t ’).

E n t r i e s  a r e  i n v i t e d  f o r  t h i s  y e a r ’s 
c o m p e t i t i o n  01 1  t h e  t h e m e :  ‘C o n s c i o u s ­
n e s s  a n d  S p i r i t u a l i t y :  w i d e n i n g  t h e  sc i­
e n t i f i c  p e r s p e c t i v e ’. F i r s t  P r i z e  £ 1 , 0 0 0 .  
S e c o n d / T h i r d  P r i z e s  £ 2 5 0  e a c h .
C l o s i n g  d a t e :  3 1 s t  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 4 .
F o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  w r i t e  to:  
R e s u r g e n c e ,  F o r d  H o u s e ,  H a r t l a n d ,  
B i d e f o r d ,  D e v o n  E X 3 9  B E E ,  o r  vis it  
< w w w . r e s u r g e n c e . o r g > .

THE BEST OF THE REST
A S  A  B I - M O N T H L Y  m a g a z i n e ,  w e  
n e v e r  h a v e  e n o u g h  r o o m  i n  o u r  
p r i n t e d  p a g e s  t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  t h e  e x c e l ­
l e n t  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e s e a r c h e d  
o r  c o m m i s s i o n e d  b y  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  t e a m .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  
a  p a g e  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  c a l l e d  ‘E d i t o r s ’ 
S e l e c t i o n ’ w h e r e  w e  p u b l i s h  t h e  ‘b e s t  o f  
t h e  r e s t ’: a r t i c l e s  t h a t  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  
s p a c e  d i d n ’t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  m a g a z i n e .

V is i t :  < w w w . r e s u r g e n c e . o r g >  a n d  fo l ­
l o w  t h e  l in k .

APOLOGY
C o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  f o r  M i c h e  F a b r e  
L e w i n ’s K i t c h e n  R i t u a l  w e r e  o m i t t e d  
f r o m  h e r  a r t i c l e  ( ‘C o s m i c  K i t c h e n ’, 
R e s u r g e n c e  2 2 5 ) .  W e  a p o l o g i s e  f o r  th is .  
H e r  t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r s  a r e :  + 4 4  
( 0 ) 1 8 6 5  5 1 1  0 5 8  a n d  + 4 4  ( 0 ) 7 7 3  4 0 4  
9 4 0 7 .

T h e  E d i t o r s  w e l c o m e  l e t t e r s  
f r o m  r e a d e r s  c o m m e n t i n g  o n  

a r t i c l e s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  R e s u r g e n c e .  
F o r  r e a s o n s  o f  s p a c e  a n d  c l a r i t y ,  

l e t t e r s  m a y  b e  e d i t e d .

S e n d  y o u r  l e t t e r s  to :
T h e  E d i t o r s ,  R e s u r g e n c e ,  F o r d  

H o u s e ,  H a r t l a n d ,  B i d e f o r d ,  
D e v o n ,  E X 3 9  6 E E .

F a x :  +  4 4  (0 )  1 2 3 7  4 4 1 2 0 3 .  
E m a i l :

< e d i t o r i a l @ r e s u r g e n c e . o r g >
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JOINING HEADS, HANDS, 
HEARTS AND PLACES

C a r o l in e  W a lk e r  discusses edu cation a l experim en ts 
that are re co n n e ctin g  students w ith  their en v iron m en t.

P l a c e - B a s e d  E d u c a t i o n :
C o n n e c t i n g  C l a s s r o o m s  a n d  C o m m u n i t i e s
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T
r a v e l l i n g  i n  n e p a l  m a n y
y e a r s  a g o ,  I  u s e d  t o  g e t  i r r i ­
t a t e d  w h e n  c u r i o u s  l o c a l s  

c r o w d e d  a r o u n d  m e  a s  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  
a  p h  o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  H i m a l a y a n  
p e a k s .  A n  o l d e r ,  w i s e r  t r a v e l l e r  g e n ­
t ly  r e m i n d e d  m e ,  “ T h e  p e o p l e  a r e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  l a n d s c a p e . ”

T h i s  i n s p i r i n g  b o o k  d e s c r i b e s  a  
f l o w e r i n g  o f  i n i t i a t i v e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h i c h  l i n k  s c h o o l  
r e f o r m  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n n o v a t i o n  
w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  r e g e n e r a t i o n ,  u s i n g  
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  t h e  i n t e g r a t i n g  
c o n t e x t :  g r o u n d i n g  c h i l d r e n  a n d  
y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  p l a c e s  i n  w h i c h  
t h e y  l iv e ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t r u l y  t o  s e e  
t h e m s e l v e s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  l a n d s c a p e .

T h e s e  ‘p l a c e - b a s e d ’ e d u c a t i o n  p r o ­
g r a m m e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  f r o m  M a i n e  
t o  N e w  M e x i c o ;  a n d ,  a s  S o b e l  p o i n t s  
o u t ,  j u s t  l i k e  D a r w i n ’s G a l a p a g o s  
f i n c h e s  e a c h  p r o g r a m m e  h a s  e v o l v e d  
i n  i t s  o w n  l o c a l l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  a n d  w e l l -  
a d a p t e d  w a y .  N o t  c o n t e n t  t o  s t a n d  
a n d  w a t c h  a s  “ e d u c a t i o n a l  b i o d i v e r ­
s i t y  f a l l s  p r e y  t o  t h e  b u l l d o z e r s  o f  
s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n ” t h e  e d u c a t o r s  i n  t h i s  
b o o k  d e v e l o p  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
t h a t  b e n e f i t  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  c o m ­
m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T h e  b o o k  g i v e s  u s  e x a m p l e s  o f  
y o u n g  p e o p l e  l e a r n i n g  p r o f o u n d  l e s ­
s o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p l a c e s  t h e y  i n h a b i t :  
t h e y  e n g a g e  i n  r e a l - l i f e  p r o b l e m ­
s o l v i n g  a n d  ‘a c t  b a c k '  o n  t h e  s y s t e m  
t o  m a k e  g e n u i n e  a n d  b e n e f i c i a l  
c h a n g e s .

A n  e x a m p l e :  h i g h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  
o f  l e a d  w e r e  f o u n d  i n  a n  A l a b a m a  
s c h o o l ’s d r i n k i n g  w a t e r ,  a n d  t h e n  i n  
t h e  l o c a l  t o w n ’s w a t e r  s u p p l y .  S t u ­
d e n t s  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  f i r s t  a s  a  c h e m ­
i s t r y  p  r  o  j  e  c  t ; t h i s  b e c a m e  a  
n e u r o p h y s i o l o g y  s t u d y  i n t o  t h e  c o n ­
n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  l e a d  a n d  l e a r n i n g  
d i f f i c u l t i e s ;  t h i s  t h e n  l e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s ,  e c o ­
n o m i c s  a n d  s o c i a l  i s s u e s .  T h e y  i n t e r ­
a c t e d  w i t h  h e a l t h  o f f i c i a l s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  
l o c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s .  
R e s u l t :  t h e  t o w n  g o t  a  n e w  w a t e r  s y s ­
t e m  a n d  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  c o m m u ­
n i t y  i m p r o v e d .

T h e r e  is  p l e n t y  o f  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  
s u c h  m e a n i n g f u l  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i ­
e n c e s  i m p r o v e  s t u d e n t s ’ m o t i v a t i o n ,  
b e h a v i o u r ,  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  t e s t  
s c o r e s .  D a v i d  S o b e l  s h o w s  c o n v i n c ­
i n g l y  h o w  s c h o o l  r e f o r m  a l o n g  t h e s e  
‘p l a c e - b a s e d ’ l i n e s  c a n  b e  i n t i m a t e l y  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  r e g e n e r ­
a t i o n  i n  i t s  w i d e s t  s e n s e .

T H E  E D U C A T I O N  S Y S T E M  i n  t h e  
U K  f a c e s  m a n y  c h a l l e n g e s  a s  t o  i t s

r e l e v a n c e ,  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  a b i l i t y  
t o  p r o v i d e  a  g o o d  s t a r t  i n  l i f e  f o r  t h e  
m a n y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f e w .  E d u c a ­
t i o n i s t s  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  i s s u e s  o f  d i s a f ­
f e c t i o n ,  p o o r  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  a n d  
c u r r i c u l u m  c h a n g e ,  a n d  a s  a  s o c i e t y  
w e  c o n f r o n t  e n o r m o u s  e n v i r o n m e n ­
t a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s .  
F u r t h e r ,  a  g r o w i n g  g a p  e x i s t s  
b e t w e e n  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  c o m m u n i ­
t i e s .  T h e  f u t u r e  h o l d s  m a n y  u n c e r ­
t a i n t i e s ,  a n d  t h i s  is  t r u e  f o r  r u r a l  
a r e a s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a l s o .  T h e  
q u e s t i o n s  w e  n e e d  t o  b e  a s k i n g ,  t h e  
a u t h o r  s u g g e s t s ,  a r e  t h e s e :  “ H o w  w il l  
w e  s u s t a i n  o u r  r u r a l  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  
a n d  d e v e l o p  a  v i a b l e  e c o n o m y  t h a t  
w i l l  a s s u r e  h e a l t h y  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  
t h e  t w e n t y - f i r s t  c e n t u r y ? ” a n d ,  e v e n  
m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  “ H o w  c a n  s c h o o l  
r e f o r m  b e c o m e  a  c a t a l y s t  t o  r e v i t a l i s e  
o u r  r u r a l  e c o n o m i e s ? ”

I n  C u m b r i a  a  g r o u p  o f  c o n c e r n e d  
c i t i z e n s  is a s k i n g  j u s t  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  i n  
t h e  f a c e  o f  a  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  a t t e m p t  
t o  c l o s e  a  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l .  T h e y  h a v e  a  
v i s i o n  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y  c o - o p e r a t i v e  
r u n n i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  a l s o  s u p p o r t ­
i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s o c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  t o  
b r i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  t o  t h e  a r e a .  I k n o w  
f r o m  m y  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  a  
s c h o o l  c a n  s u p p o r t  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n ­
o m y  b y  u s i n g  l o c a l l y  p r o d u c e d  g o o d s  
a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s o c ia l  
l i f e  b y  b r i n g i n g  i n  g o o d  q u a l i t y  c u l ­
t u r a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  
c a n  i m p r o v e  t h e  l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  
b y  u n d e r t a k i n g  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  
r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t s .

T h e  b o o k  t a k e s  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  t o  
a n o t h e r  l e v e l  b y  e x p l a i n i n g  h o w  v a r ­
i o u s  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  r e f o r m  
p r o g r a m m e s  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t e a c h e r s  i n  
f u l l y  i n t e g r a t i n g  s u c h  p r o j e c t s  a n d  
p o l i c i e s  i n t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p ­
m e n t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  A n d  y e t  a n o t h e r  
d i m e n s i o n  e m e r g e s :  i n  o u r  i n d i v i d u ­
a l i s t i c ,  m a t e r i a l i s t  c u l t u r e ,  s c h o o l i n g  
is  s e e n  a s  a  w a y  f o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  
b e t t e r  h i m -  o r  h e r s e l f ,  g e t  g o o d  
g r a d e s ,  g e t  a  ‘g o o d ’ j o b  a n d  i n c r e a s e  
l i f e t i m e  e a r n i n g s .  T h i s  n e e d s  c h a l ­
l e n g i n g .  I f  w e  a g r e e  w i t h  D a v i d  O r r  
t h a t  l i f e t i m e  e a r n i n g s  a r e  o n l y  “ a  
c r u d e  b u t  u s e f u l  m e a s u r e  o f  t h e  
a m o u n t  o f  c a r b o n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  b y  t h e  s c h o l a r  f r o m  t h e  e a r t h ’s 
c r u s t  t o  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e ” t h e n  w e  
m i g h t  a l s o  a d d  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  
e m p h a s i s  m a k e s  m o s t  s c h o o l s  t h e  
e n e m y  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  w e l l .

E d u c a t i o n  is s e e n  a s  a  ‘t i c k e t  o u t ’ 
o f  d e p r i v e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r u r a l ,  c o m ­
m u n i t i e s .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  s e e n  a s  a  t o o l  
f o r  c r e a t i n g  s o c i a l  c a p i t a l .  T h e  b o o k

d e s c r i b e s  m a n y  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  e n a b l e  
s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  a  “ r e s o u r c e  t o  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y ” . I c a n  g i v e  y o u  o n e  s u c h  
e x a m p l e  f r o m  S o m e r s e t ,  w h e r e  a n  
e n l i g h t e n e d  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  
t o o k  h e r  c l a s s  t o  t h e  l o c a l  l a n d f i l l  s i t e  
t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  h o u s e h o l d  w a s t e  d i s ­
p o s a l .  F i r e d  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m ,  a n d  
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  g o o d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
t h e y  w r o t e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  p a p e r s ,  p u t  
t o g e t h e r  a n  e x h i b i t i o n ,  a n d  m a d e  a  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  t o  
e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  t o  u s e  t h e  k e r b -  
s i d e  r e c y c l i n g  s e r v i c e .

W i t h  t h e  r e l a x a t i o n  i n  E n g l a n d  o f  
t h e  c o m p u l s o r y  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  t h e  
1 4 - 1 9  a g e  g r o u p ,  is i t  t o o  m u c h  t o  
h o p e  t h a t  e n l i g h t e n e d  s e c o n d a r y  
t e a c h e r s  w i l l  n o w  b e  a b l e  t o  p u t  
t o g e t h e r  p r o g r a m m e s  o f  l e a r n i n g  f o r  
s t u d e n t s  t h a t  w i l l ,  i n  S o b e l ’s  w o r d s ,  
“ s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  e n h a n c e  e c o n o m i c  
v i t a l i t y ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u a l i t y  a n d  
s c h o o l  i m p r o v e m e n t ” ?

I k n o w  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  g r o u n d ­
b r e a k i n g  i n i t i a t i v e s  f l o w e r i n g  i n  
s c h o o l s  a c r o s s  t h e  U S  a n d  t h e  U K .  1 
a l s o  k n o w  t h a t  t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  f l o w e r  
i n  s p i t e  o f  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e c a u s e  o f  
p r e v a i l i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  a s s u m p t i o n s .  
T h e  H u m a n  S c a l e  E d u c a t i o n  ( H S E )  
m o v e m e n t  h a s  l o n g  c a m p a i g n e d  in  
t h i s  c o u n t r y  f o r  r e t h i n k i n g  s c h o o l s  
a n d  f o r  r e c a l i b r a t i n g  t h e  s y s t e m  ‘a s  i f  
c h i l d r e n  m a t t e r e d ’. I t  h a s  a l s o  c a l l e d  
f o r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  n e e d s  
o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  a r g u e d  s t r o n g l y  
t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  b i o d i v e r s i t y  is  a s  
e s s e n t i a l  a s  n a t u r a l  b i o d i v e r s i t y  t o  a  
h e a l t h y  s y s t e m .  T h e s e  w o r d s  o f  P a u l  
K r a p f e l ,  q u o t e d  b y  S o b e l ,  c o u l d  e a s ­
ily h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  H S E :

R a t h e r  t h a n  r e q u i r i n g  a l l  t e a c h e r s  
t o  t e a c h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  
I  w o u l d  . . .  g i v e  t e a c h e r s  t h e  f r e e ­
d o m  t o  t e a c h  f r o m  t h e i r  h e a r t s  
a n d  g i v e  p a r e n t s  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  
c h o o s e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  a p p r o a c h  
t h e y  w a n t  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  . . .  a n  
e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  s t u d i e s  t h e  w o r l d  
r i g h t  a r o u n d  u s  is  s u p e r i o r  t o  a  
s t a n d a r d i z e d ,  g e n e r i c  e d u c a t i o n .

T h i s  b o o k  is, i n  O r r ’s w o r d s ,  a b o u t  “a  
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  is  c o n ­
n e c t i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r ­
h o o d s ,  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  e c o l o g i e s .  I t  
is a b o u t  j o i n i n g  h e a d s ,  h a n d s ,  h e a r t s  
a n d  t h e  p l a c e s  i n  w h i c h  w e  m i g h t  
d w e l l  w i t h  c o m p e t e n t  a f f e c t i o n . ” •

C a ro lin e  W a lke r  is fo r m e r  h e a d  tea c h er  o f  
th e  S m a l l  Sch o o l, H a r t la n d .  S h e  n o w  w orks  
o n  r u r a l  c o m m u n ity  re g e n e r a tio n  p ro jec ts  in  
D e v o n .
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CIVILISATION AND THE FORESTS

I
N  W A L K I N G  O N  W A T E R  J e n s e n  
t e l l s  s t o r i e s :  a b o u t  b e i n g  i n  n a t u r e ,  
a b o u t  b e i n g  a  s t u d e n t ,  a b o u t  
t e a c h i n g  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a n d  
t o  p r i s o n e r s .  H e  w a n t s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

w h a t  h a p p e n s  i n  s c h o o l s  a n d ,  b y  
e x t e n s i o n ,  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  
w a y  w e  t h i n k .  H e  w r i t e s  o f  h i s  e x p e r i ­
e n c e s  i n  o p e n i n g  u p  s p a c e s  f o r  p e o p l e  
t o  t h i n k ,  f e e l ,  b e  i m a g i n a t i v e ,  b e  
t h e m s e l v e s .  W h i c h  m a k e s  t h e  b o o k  
a b o u t  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  w r i t i n g :  w r i t ­
i n g  is t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t .

J e n s e n  is  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  t h e  n a t ­
u r a l  w o r l d  a n d  a b o u t  a l l  t h a t  p e r t a i n s  
t o  l i f e ,  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  
c o m m e r c e ,  s o  b y  l o g i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e  
h e  is  f u r i o u s  w i t h  e v e r y  a s p e c t  a n d  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c i v i l i s a t i o n .  
H e  b e l i e v e s  t h e  s c h o o l i n g  o f  y o u n g  
p e o p l e  h a s  b o t h  d i r e c t  a n d  i n d i r e c t  
i m p a c t  o n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h i s  a n t i - e n v i -  
r o n m e n t a l i s m .  T h e  d i r e c t  i n t e n t i o n s  
o f  s c h o o l s  a r e  t o  t r a i n  p e o p l e  w i t h i n  
t h i s  s o c i e t y ,  t o  a l l o c a t e  t h e m  a n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a c e  o n  a  c o g  i n  t h e  
w h e e l s  o f  i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  v a l u e s :  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  t h e  
p u r s u i t  o f  p o w e r ,  s t a t u s  a n d  m o n e y ;  
a n d  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  d e v e l o p  
d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e s e  g o a l s ,  t h e r e  is 
c y n i c i s m ,  d e f e a t i s m ,  ‘r e a l i s m ’, g e t -  
w h a t - y o u - c a n - i s m .

L e s s  d i r e c t l y ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
s c h o o l i n g  u n d e r m i n e s  t h e  i n s t i n c t s  
a n d  i n t u i t i o n s  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  a s  t h e y  
h a v e  t o  l e a r n  t o  b e  b o r e d ,  t o  r e g u r g i ­
t a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h i n k ,  a n d  t o  i g n o r e  
t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  s u c c e s s ­
f u l  w i t h i n  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  
T h i s  k i l l s  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  s e l f - c o n f i ­
d e n c e ,  a n d  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  t o  s u b m i t  
t o  w h a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  s a y s ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t r u s t  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  
sk i l l s  n e e d e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  w a y  o f  l iv ­
i n g ,  f o r  r e s p o n d i n g  h o n e s t l y  a n d  
f e e l i n g l y  t o  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  a r i s e ,  
w h i c h  w o u l d  p e r h a p s  e n a b l e  a  t r u e  
d e m o c r a c y  t o  e m e r g e ,  r e m a i n  s e e d s  
u n g e r m i n a t e d .

E d u c a t i o n ,  o r  s c h o o l i n g  a s  i t  is 
m o r e  a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e d ,  is  o n e  o f  
t h e  g r e a t  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  o f  o u r  
c i v i l i s a t i o n .  T h e  m o r e  w e  f o c u s  o n  
l i t e r a c y ,  n u m e r a c y  a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  
‘t h i n k ’, t h e  l e s s  c a p a b l e  w e  a r e  a s  a  
s o c i e t y  t o  l i v e  i n  a n  e q u i t a b l e ,  
h e a l t h y  ( p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  a n d  p h y s i ­
c a l l y )  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s u s t a i n ­
a b l e  w a y .  W h e r e  h a s  a l l  t h i s  t h i n k i n g  
g o t  u s  i f  o u r  a c t i o n s  a r e  s o  o f t e n  
d e s t r u c t i v e ?

M a y a  K u m a r  M it c h e l l
con n ects  the p u lp in g  o f  

forests w ith  the failure o f  
sch oo ls  and a civ ilisation  in 

crisis.
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T h i s  b o o k  is a p t l y  s u b t i t l e d  R e a d ­
i n g ,  W r i t i n g  a n d  R e v o l u t i o n .  W h a t  w e  
l e a r n  i n  s c h o o l ,  h o w  w e  l e a r n  i n  g e n ­
e r a l ,  a n d  w h a t  w e  d o  w i t h  o u r  l e a r n ­
i n g  f o r m  a  h u g e  p a r t  o f  w h e r e  w e  a r e  
t o d a y .  P e r h a p s  i f  w e  l e a r n e d  t o  b e  
e m p o w e r e d  h u m a n  b e i n g s  a l i v e  t o  
o u r  f e e l i n g s ,  o u r  s e n s e s ,  a n d  w h a t  w e  
s e e  a r o u n d  u s ,  t h e n  r e v o l t i n g  a g a i n s t  
t h e  c h r o n i c  i n j u s t i c e s  a n d  e x p l o i t a ­
t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  a n d  p l a n e t  b y  a  t i n y  
e l i t e  w o u l d  b e c o m e  a  r e a l  p o s s ib i l i t y .

S T R A N G E L Y  L IK E  W A R  is a  b l e a k  c o n ­
f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  s o - c a l l e d  
‘c i v i l i s a t i o n ’ . W h i l e  o u r  s c h o o l s  
d e m o n s t r a t e  a p a t h y  f o r  r e a l  t h i n k i n g  
a n d  l e a r n i n g ,  t h i s  a p a t h y  b e c o m e s  a  
t e r r i b l e  n e g a t i v e  f o r c e  w h e n  t h e  b u s i ­
n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  o f  m u l t i n a t i o n a l s  m e e t  
t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d :  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t h o s e  o u t  o f  p o w e r  d o  n o t h i n g ,  t h o s e  
i n  p o w e r  h a v e  l e a r n e d  n o t  t o  c a r e ,  
w h i l e  t h o s e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  d e s t r u c ­
t i o n  d e v e l o p  a  w a r r i o r ’s b r u t a l i t y .

T h a t  d e f o r e s t a t i o n  is  h a p p e n i n g  a t  
a  d r a s t i c  r a t e  is  a l r e a d y  k n o w n  b y  
m o s t  p e o p l e ,  w h i l e  t h e  h o w s  a n d  
w h y s  r e m a i n  a  v a g u e l y  s k e t c h e d  
b a c k g r o u n d .  J e n s e n  a n d  D r a f F a n  a r e  
a c t i v i s t s  w h o  k n o w  t h e  i n s i d e  s t o r y ,  
f r o m  h o u r s  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  f r o m  f i g h t i n g  
f o r  t h e i r  o w n  lo c a l  f o r e s t s  i n  t h e  U S ,  
a n d  f r o m  l i s t e n i n g  t o  s t o r i e s  a n d  
g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  a r o u n d  
t h e  w o r l d .  T h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
t e l l i n g  w h a t  t h e y  k n o w  e n a b l e s  u s  t o  
b l o c k  i n  t h e  w h o l e  p i c t u r e ,  d e t a i l  b y  
d e p r e s s i n g  d e t a i l .

A  l o t  o f  w h a t  d o e s n ’t a d d  u p  in  t h e  
c o m m o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  d e f o r e s t a ­
t i o n  is  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s i m p l e  i l l e g a l i ty .  
W h e t h e r  i n  t h e  U S  i t s e l f ,  w h e r e  l a w s  
a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  f u n c t i o n ,  o r  i n  a  
T h i r d  W o r l d  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  n o - o n e

e x p e c t s  t h e  l a w s  t o  f u n c t i o n ,  w h a t  l i t ­
t l e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  l a w s  
e x i s t  a r e  u t t e r l y  f l o u t e d .  S m u g g l i n g ,  
f u d g i n g  a c c o u n t s ,  f a l s i f y i n g  p a p e r s ,  
a s s a s s i n a t i n g  o r  i m p r i s o n i n g  t h o s e  
w h o  a t t e m p t  t o  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  i l l e g a l  
l o g g i n g  —  t h e s e  a r e  al l  p a r  f o r  t h e  
c o u r s e .  S e l l i n g  t r e e s  f a r  b e l o w  t h e i r  
w o r t h  e v e n  i n  t e r m s  o f  t i m b e r  
( t h e r e b y  d o i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  o u t  o f  i ts  
d u e s )  a n d  e x t e r n a l i s i n g  t h e  c o s t s  o f  
l o g g i n g  ( t h e r e b y  e n s u r i n g  t h e  t a x ­
p a y e r  e n d s  u p  p a y i n g  t o  d e a l  w i t h  
t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c r i s e s )  a r e  f u r t h e r  e v i ­
d e n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  ‘c o m p e t i ­
t i v e ’ a b o u t  t h i s  m a r k e t .

T h e  f a c t s  a n d  f i g u r e s ,  n a m e s  o f  
c o m p a n i e s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  l e g a l  
c a s e s ,  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e v o l v ­
i n g  d o o r  b e t w e e n  i n d u s t r y  a n d  p o l i ­
t ic s  a r e  a l l  r e v e a l e d ,  a n d  n o  d o u b t  t h e  
a u t h o r s  h a v e  m a n y  m o r e  c a s e s  t h e y  
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p u b l i s h .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  
t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  m a k e  f o r  h e a v y  r e a d ­
i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h o s e  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h e  n a m e s  ( f o r  a  U S  a u d i e n c e  t h e y  
m a y  b e  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e ) ,  a n d  t h e r e  is 
a  t e n d e n c y  t o  g l a z e  o v e r  w i t h  t h e  
s h e e r  q u a n t i t y  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  a l l - p e r v a s i v e  
e x t e n t  o f  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  r e m a i n s  
w i t h  t h e  r e a d e r .

T h e  a t r o c i t i e s  o n  e v e r y  l e v e l  a r e  
h o r r i f y i n g .  T h i s  b o o k  l e a v e s  n o  r o o m  
f o r  n a i v e  o p t i m i s m ,  a n d  i n d e e d  i ts  
a u t h o r s  a r e  o p e n l y  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  fa ll  
o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c i v i l i s a t i o n  a s  t h e  o n l y  
e n d  i n  s i g h t  t o  s u c h  s e n s e l e s s ,  e v e n  
e c o n o m i c a l l y  s e n s e l e s s ,  d e s t r u c t i o n .

I t  is  a  b o o k  t o  r e m i n d  u s  a g a i n  
t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  
c i v i l i s a t i o n  t o  b e  d e m o c r a t i c ,  e q u i t ­
a b l e ,  h u m a n i s t ,  j u s t ,  l e g a l ,  g u i d e d  b y  
s c i e n t i f i c  e v i d e n c e ,  o r  r e s p e c t f u l  o f  
h u m a n  r i g h t s  is  r e m o t e l y  d e f e n d a b l e .  
f h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  a b u s e s  a n d  

v i o l a t i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  g o  o n  i n  n o n ­
i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  c o u n t r i e s  m e a n s  l i t t l e  
w h e n  it  is  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  w o r l d  
p e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e s e  c r i m e s .

T h e  p o w e r f u l  e l i t e s  h a v e  g o t  b e t ­
t e r  a t  o n l y  o n e  t h i n g :  h i d i n g .  T h e r e  
is a  w e b  o f  l ie s ,  a n d  b e y o n d  t h a t  t h e r e  
is f l i p p a n t  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  
s e e k  t o  e x p o s e  t h e  l i e s .  E v e n  i f  w e  
k n o w  e v e r y t h i n g ,  w h a t  w i l l  c h a n g e ?

N o t h i n g ,  i n  a  g l o b a l i s e d  c o n t e x t .  
T h i s  b o o k  g i v e s  a n  a c c e s s i b l e  a n a l y s i s  
o f  g l o b a l i s a t i o n  a n d  p r e s e n t s  a n  o v e r ­
w h e l m i n g  a r g u m e n t  f o r  l o c a l i s a t i o n .  
T h e  l ie s  m e a n  t h a t  y o u  c a n  n e v e r  b e  
s u r e  w o o d  h a s  b e e n  c r o p p e d  s u s t a i n ­
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P u p i l s  p l a n t i n g  tre e s  i n  th e  s c h o o l  g a r d e n  a t  th e  C e n tr e  f o r  N e w  E d u c a t i o n ,  A n d h r a  P r a d e s h ,  I n d ia ,  p h o t o g r a p h :  m ark  e d w a r d s / s t i l l  p i c t u r e s

a b l y  u n l e s s  y o u  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  p l a c e  it 
h a s  c o m e  f r o m .  G l o b a l i s a t i o n  e q u a l s  
p o w e r  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  w e  k n o w  n o t  
w h o ,  w e  k n o w  n o t  w h e r e .  L o c a l i s a ­
t i o n  m e a n s  y o u  k n o w ,  y o u  m a k e  t h e  
d e c i s o n s ,  y o u  s u f f e r  t h e  c o n s e ­
q u e n c e s .  I t  a l s o  e n a b l e s  p e o p l e  t o  
p r e v e n t  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
f o r e s t s  f o r  t h e  n e e d  o r  g r e e d  o f  p e o ­
p l e  i n  a n o t h e r  c o n t i n e n t .

F o r e s t s  a r e  w o n d e r f u l ;  o u r  c o n ­
s u m p t i o n  p a t t e r n s  a r e  d e s t r o y i n g  
t h e m .  H u m a n  b e i n g s  a r e  w o n d e r f u l ;  
o u r  s c h o o l s  a r e  c r i p p l i n g  t h e i r  
g r o w t h .  I n  b o t h  b o o k s  w e  a r e  c a l l e d  
t o  w a k e  u p  a n d  r e s p o n d  t o  w h a t  w e  
k n o w  is  c r a z y  i n  o u r  w o r l d .  T h e  
a u t h o r s  a r e  c l e a r  a b o u t  t h e  p r o b ­
l e m s ,  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  d i s a r m ­

i n g l y  d i r e c t  i n  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  say. •

D e r r i c k  J e n s e n  w i l l  t e a c h  a t  S c h u ­
m a c h e r  C o l l e g e  i n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 4 .  
H e  i s  a l s o  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  A  L a n g u a g e  
O l d e r  t h a n  W o r d s .

M a y a  K u m a r  M i t c h e l l  is  c o - e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
R e s u r g e n c e  C r a f t  A n t h o l o g y ,  to  b e  p u b ­
l i s h e d  b y  G r e e n  B o o k s  i n  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 4 .

LURE OF THE WHITE CONTINENT

W
E A L L  H A V E  o u r  W h i t e  
S o u t h , ” s a i d  E r n e s t  
S h a c k l e t o n .  I n d e e d ,  t h i s  
e n d u r i n g  l o n g i n g  t o  b e  s o m e w h e r e  
t r u l y  w i l d ,  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  h a r s h e s t  

n a t u r e  h a s  t o  o f f e r ,  a n d  t o  d o  it i n  
t h e  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  o f  p e o p l e  y o u  
c a n  t r u s t  a n d  b e l i e v e  i n ,  is  s o m e t h i n g  
w h i c h  t u g s  —  h o w e v e r  f a i n t l y  —  a t  
u s  a l l .  P e t e r  M a t t h i e s s e n  h a s  
a n s w e r e d  t h e  c a l l  m o r e  t h a n  m o s t ,  
t r a v e l l i n g  t o ,  c a m p a i g n i n g  o n  b e h a l f  
o f  a n d  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  w i l d  c r e a t u r e s  
a s  v a r i e d  a s  t h e  S i b e r i a n  t i g e r  a n d  
t h e  H i m a l a y a n  b l u e  s h e e p  i n  h i s  l o n g  
a n d  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c a r e e r .

B u t  i t  is  b i r d s  t h a t  a r e  h i s  t r u e  
l o v e ,  a n d  i n  h i s  b o o k  E n d  o f  t h e  E a r t h  
M a t t h i e s s e n  l e a d s  t w o  i c e b r e a k e r  
e x p e d i t i o n s  s o u t h  t o  t h e  e d g e  o f

M a r k  L y n a s  jo in s  Peter 
M atthiessen o n  a sh ipboard  
jo u r n e y  to  the ends o f  the 

Earth.

End o f  the Earth:
V o y a g e s  t o  A n t a r c t i c a

P e te r  M a t t h ie s s e n
N ational Geographic Society, US, 2 0 0 3 ,  

U S $ 2 6 .0 0

A n t a r c t i c a  i n  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  c o n t i ­
n e n t ’s f a m e d  b i r d - l i f e .  T h e r e  is o n e  
s p e c i e s  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  w h i c h  
h a s  r e a l l y  c a p t u r e d  M a t t h i e s s e n ’s 
i m a g i n a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  t h a t  is t h e  
p e n g u i n .  A s  h i s  s h i p  v i s i t s  p e n g u i n

c o l o n i e s  o n  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  P e n i n s u l a ,  
h e  d e l i g h t s  i n  t h e  c a c o p h o n o u s  
n o i s e ,  t h e  a m m o n i a  s m e l l s  a n d  t h e  
s h e e r  s i g h t  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  
o f  b r e e d i n g  A d e l i e  p e n g u i n s .  
A l t h o u g h  A d e l i e s  a r e  t h e  “ c l a s s i c  
h e a d w a i t e r  p e n g u i n  i n  w h i t e  t i e  a n d  
t a i l s ” , it is t h e  e m p e r o r  p e n g u i n  t h a t  
r e a l l y  f a s c i n a t e s ,  a n d  o n  
M a t t h i e s s e n ’s s e c o n d  e x p e d i t i o n  —  
t o  t h e  R o s s  I c e  S h e l f  a n d  M c M u r d o  
S o u n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  A n t a r c ­
t i c a  —  t h i s  a m a z i n g  b i r d  p r o v i d e s  
o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  b o o k .

T h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  e m p e r o r  p e n ­
g u i n  i n s p i r e d  o n e  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c  s a g a s  
o f  A n t a r c t i c  e x p l o r a t i o n  ( A p s l e y  
C h e r r y - G a r r a r d ’s T h e  W o r s t  j o u r n e y  
i n  t h e  W o r l d ) ,  a  s t o r y  r e t o l d  i n  l o v i n g  
d e t a i l  b y  M a t t h i e s s e n ,  w h o  is a l m o s t
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a s  f a s c i n a t e d  b y  A n t a r c t i c a ’s e a r l y  
e x p l o r e r s  a s  h e  is  b y  i t s  w i l d l i f e .  
M a t t h i e s s e n ’s o w n  v o y a g e  i s  o f  a  
r a t h e r  l e s s  t a x i n g  s o r t ,  a s  d i e  a u t h o r  
g u i l t i l y  a d m i t s :  “ O n  o u r  c o m f o r t a b l e  
i c e b r e a k e r ,  u n c o m f o r t a b l y  w e l l - f e d ,  
l u l l e d  a n d  c o s s e t e d  b y  o u r  h o t  s h o w ­
e r s  a n d  n e v e r  o u t  o f  s i g h t  o f  a  s k i l l e d  
c r e w . . . o u r  A n t a r c t i c  ‘a d v e n t u r e ’ 
s e e m s  m o r e  t h a n  a  b i t  s p u r i o u s . ”

A n d  s i n c e  t h e r e ’s l i t t l e  p o i n t  i n  
t r y i n g  t o  c o m p e t e  w i t h  t h e  h e r o i c s  o f  
S c o t t ,  S h a c k l e t o n  a n d  W i l s o n ,  
M a t t h i e s s e n  l e t s  t h e  s c e n e r y  a n d  t h e  
w i l d l i f e  b e  t h e  s t a r s  o f  t h e  s h o w .  H i s  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  w o n d e r f u l l y  e v o c a ­
t i v e ,  r a t h e r  l i k e  a  w i l d l i f e  d o c u m e n ­
t a r y  f i l m  p u t  i n t o  w o r d s :  a t  o n e  p o i n t  
t h e  e v e n i n g  s u n ,  g l i m p s e d  t h r o u g h  
b i n o c u l a r s  o v e r  t h e  S o u t h e r n  O c e a n  
f r o m  t h e  b o w  o f  h i s  s h i p ,  “ t u r n s  a  
b r i l l i a n t  m o l t e n  g o l d ,  a n  i g n e o u s ,  
u n e a r t h l y  g o l d ,  w h i c h  i n s t e a d  o f  s e t ­
t i n g ,  m e l t s  t o  a n  o b l o n g  e l l i p s e  t h a t  
f l o w s  o u t w a r d  a l o n g  t h e  h o r i z o n  l i n e  
l i k e  m e r c u r y ” .

T h e  t e x t  is  s u f f u s e d  w i t h  a  p e n e ­
t r a t i n g  e c o l o g i c a l  i n s i g h t  a n d  c o m ­
m i t m e n t .  M a t t h i e s s e n  l a m e n t s  t h e

p a s s i n g  o f  t h e  g r e a t  w h a l e s  —  a  
r e m i n d e r  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  d e s t r u c ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d  h a s  n o t  
b e e n  c o n f i n e d  t o  r e c e n t  d e c a d e s  —  
c r e a t u r e s  w h i c h  n e v e r  r e c o v e r e d  
f r o m  t h e  s a v a g e  s l a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  
e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  S o m e  4 0 , 0 0 0  
w h a l e s  w e r e  b e i n g  k i l l e d  e v e r y  s i n g l e  
y e a r  b y  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  
p o p u l a t i o n  c r a s h e s  a n d  t h e  v i r t u a l  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n  e n t i r e  o c e a n i c  
e c o s y s t e m .  T h e  l e s s o n  i s  c l e a r :  
d e s p i t e  t h e  1 9 8 6  m o r a t o r i u m  o n  
w h a l i n g ,  t h e s e  a m a z i n g  a n i m a l s  h a v e  
n e v e r  r e t u r n e d  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m ­
b e r s .  T h e  a u t h o r  r e l a t e s :  “A  s o l i t a r y  
s p o u t  o n  t h e  g r e y  h o r i z o n  w e s t  o f  
S o u t h  G e o r g i a  w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  1 
s a w  i n  t h e  o p e n  o c e a n  d u r i n g  t h e  
t h o u s a n d - m i l e  v o y a g e  f r o m  T i e r r a  
d e l  F u e g o . ” A  s a d  l e s s o n  i n d e e d .

A n d  n o t  o n l y  w e r e  w h a l e s  
d e s t r o y e d :  i n  t h e  r e m o t e  i s l a n d  o f  
S o u t h  G e o r g i a  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f
1 1 0 , 0 0 0  e l e p h a n t  s e a l s  w a s  r e d u c e d  
t o  l e s s  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  b y  1 8 8 0 .  O n c e  t h e  
s e a l s  h a d  b e e n  w i p e d  o u t ,  t h e  
h u m a n s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p e n g u i n s .  
“ T h e  b i r d s  w e r e  h e r d e d  i n t o  p e n s

a n d  c l u b b e d ,  t h e n  h e a p e d  i n t o  s t e a m  
b o i l e r s  c a l l e d  ‘d i g e s t e r s ’.” A s  m a n y  a s
2 , 0 0 0  k i n g  p e n g u i n s  w e r e  p u t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  d i g e s t e r s  a  d a y ,  y i e l d i n g  
a b o u t  f o r t y  g a l l o n s  o f  o i l .

I n  t h i s  m o r e  e n l i g h t e n e d  e r a ,  
d i r e c t  a t t a c k s  o n  A n t a r c t i c  w i l d l i f e  
h a v e  b e e n  o u t l a w e d .  Y e t  m o r e  i n s i d i ­
o u s  t h r e a t s  a r e  n o w  e m e r g i n g :  g l o b a l  
w a r m i n g  a n d  t h e  o z o n e  h o l e .  
M a t t h i e s s e n  r e l a t e s  t h a t  r o c k h o p p e r  
p e n g u i n s  a r e  n o w  i n  d r a s t i c  d e c l i n e  
a l l  a r o u n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n  O c e a n  d u e  
t o  h a b i t a t  d i s r u p t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  c l i ­
m a t e  c h a n g e .  S u m m e r  d r i f t  i c e  is  
r e t r e a t i n g  s o u t h w a r d ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  i ce  
s h e l v e s  o n  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  P e n i n s u l a  
h a v e  c o l l a p s e d  c o m p l e t e l y  in  t h e  l a s t  
t e n  y e a r s .  P e r h a p s  M a t t h i e s s e n ’s 
e n g a g i n g  a n d  i n s p i r i n g  b o o k  c a n  
s e r v e  a s  a  w a k e - u p  c a l l  t o  t h o s e  w h o  
e n j o y  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d ,  b u t  w h o  d o  
n o t  y e t  f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s c a l e  o f  
t h e  t h r e a t  i t  is  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r .  •

M a r k  L y n a s  is  a  w r i t e r  a n d  c a m p a i g n e r  o n  
c l im a te  c h a n g e  i s s u e s ,  a n d  a u t h o r  o f  H i g h  
T i d e :  N e w s  f r o m  a  W a r m i n g  W o r l d  
( F l a m i n g o ,  2 0 0 4 ) .

E m p e r o r  p e n g u i n s  a n d  c h ic k
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B
E I N G  a  S E R I E S  o f  e s s a y s ,  
l e c t u r e s  a n d  o t h e r  w r i t i n g s ,  
t h i s  b o o k  c o n t a i n s  s o  m a n y  
i d e a s  t h a t  i t  is n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  g i v e  
m o r e  t h a n  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

f u l l  r a n g e .  P r i m a r i l y ,  it e x a m i n e s  
s o m e  o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  b e l i e f s  t h a t  
h u m a n i t y  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  t h e  
l a s t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  
c o n c e r n i n g  s c i e n c e ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
h u m a n  i d e n t i t y ,  a n d  o u r  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r  s p e c i e s .  B y  d r a w ­
i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  b e l i e f s  a n d  
m y t h s ,  w h i c h  a r e  o f t e n  s o  e m b e d ­
d e d  in  c o l l e c t i v e  t h o u g h t  a s  t o  b e  
a l m o s t  i n v i s i b l e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  p r o ­
v i d e s  u s  w i t h  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  b e c o m e  
m o r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e m  a n d  t h u s  t o  
c h o o s e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  w e  w i s h  t o  
c o n t i n u e  b e l i e v i n g  i n  t h e m .

T h e  f i r s t  m y t h s  t h a t  M a r y  M i d g -  
l e y  e x a m i n e s  c o n c e r n  t h e  i d e a  o f  
i n e v i t a b l e  p r o g r e s s  a n d  t h e  b e l i e f  
t h a t  t h e  w o r d  ‘s c i e n t i f i c ’ h a s  s u c h  
p o w e r  a n d  p r e s t i g e  t h a t  i t  c a n  
b e c o m e  a  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s e e i n g  p e o ­
p l e  a s  m a c h i n e s  a n d  f o r  v a l u i n g  
q u a n t i t y  o v e r  q u a l i t y .  S h e  g o e s  o n  t o  
m a k e  a  c a s e  f o r  “ s c i e n t i f i c  p l u r a l i s m ” , 
s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  l o o k i n g  t o  
s c i e n c e  f o r  o n e  i n f a l l i b l e  a n d  u n i f i e d  
e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h o w  t h i n g s  a r e ,  w e  
c o u l d  i n s t e a d  s e e  t h e  w o r l d  a s  a  h u g e  
a q u a r i u m ,  w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  t a k e n  in  
a l l  a t  o n c e ,  b u t  w h i c h  c a n  o n l y  b e  
o b s e r v e d  i m p e r f e c t l y  a n d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
a n g l e s  b y  p e e r i n g  i n  t h r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  
o f  s m a l l  w i n d o w s .  S h e  t h e n  s h o w s  u s  
t h e  v i e w  t h r o u g h  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  w i n ­
d o w s  b y  d i s c u s s i n g  v a r i o u s  t h e o r i e s  
o f  h u m a n  i d e n t i t y ,  a n d  s h e  r e m i n d s  
u s  t h a t  i t  i s  a l w a y s  d a n g e r o u s  t o  
a s s u m e  t h a t  a n y  o n e  o f  t h e m  g i v e s  a  
c o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e .

T h e  b o o k  e x p l o r e s  t h e  r a t i o n a l i s t ,  
E n l i g h t e n m e n t  v i e w  t h a t  w e  a r e  
d e f i n e d  c h i e f l y  b y  o u r  w i l l  a n d  o u r  
i n t e l l e c t s ,  w i t h  o u r  b o d i e s  a n d  f e e l ­
i n g s  b e i n g  e s s e n t i a l l y  r a n d o m  a n d  
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T h i s  c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  
t h e  e a r l y  b e h a v i o u r i s t  b e l i e f  t h a t  
m i n d s  a n d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a r e  u n r e a l  
a n d  t h a t  o n l y  o b s e r v a b l e  p h y s i c a l  
a c t i o n s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t .  T h e  a u t h o r  
q u e s t i o n s  t h e  b e l i e f s  t h a t  w e  a r e  
e i t h e r  t h e  p a s s i v e  p r o d u c t s  o f  o u r  
s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  c u l ­
t u r a l  c o n t e x t s  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  o f  o u r  
g e n e s ,  a n d  t h e n  s h e  r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t  
t h e  i d e a  o f  a  f r e e  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  
i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  t h o u g h t  t o  
a p p l y  t o  o n l y  h a l f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,

J a m e s  S a in s b u r y  reassesses 
the role  o f  sym b olism  and 

co lle ctiv e  beliefs.

T h e  M y t h s  W e  L i v e  B y
M a r y  M id g le y  
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n a m e l y  m e n .  S h e  m e m o r a b l y  e l a b o ­
r a t e s  o n  t h e s e  p o i n t s  w h e n  s h e  
r e c a l l s  s e e i n g  a  m u g  i n s c r i b e d  w i t h  a  
r e m a r k  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  M a r g a r e t  
M e a d :  “ N e v e r  d o u b t  t h a t  a  s m a l l  
g r o u p  o f  t h o u g h t f u l ,  c o m m i t t e d  c i t i ­
z e n s  c a n  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r l d ;  i n d e e d  it 
is  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  e v e r  d o e s . ” S h e  
s u g g e s t s  p l a y f u l l y  b u t  s e r i o u s l y  t h a t  
t h e  m u g  is b a d l y  a t  o d d s  w i t h  c u r ­
r e n t  t h i n k i n g ,  w h i c h  s u g g e s t s  i n s t e a d  
t h a t  m u c h  b r o a d e r  i m p e r s o n a l  f o r c e s  
d e t e r m i n e  h i s t o r y .  S h e  f o r c e f u l l y  
r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t  w e  c a n  a l w a y s  
c h o o s e  o u r  o w n  b e l i e f s  a n d  t h a t  b y  
r e j e c t i n g  e x i s t i n g  m y t h s  w e  c a n  h e l p  
t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  r e a l  c h a n g e .

O n e  m y t h  w h i c h  t h e  a u t h o r  
c l e a r l y  r e j e c t s  c o n c e r n s  ( h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
b i o - e n g i n e e r i n g ,  w h i c h  s h e  r e g a r d s  
a s  r e s t i n g  o n  b a d  g e n e t i c s  a n d  d u b i ­
o u s  e v o l u t i o n a r y  b i o l o g y  a n d  a s  n o t  
h a v i n g  b e e n  s h o w n  b y  b i o l o g y  t o  b e  
n e c e s s a r y .  I t  is,  s h e  w r i t e s ,  “ a  p o w e r ­
f u l  m y t h  e x p r e s s i n g  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
t o  p u t  o u r s e l v e s  i n  a  r e l a t i o n  o f  c o n ­
t r o l  t o  t h e  n o n - h u m a n  w o r l d  a r o u n d  
u s ,  t o  b e  i n  t h e  d r i v i n g  s e a t  a t  a l l  
c o s t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t t e n d i n g  t o  t h a t  
w o r l d  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  
it w o r k s . ”

T h e  f i n a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  b o o k ,  w h i c h  
c o n c e r n s  o u r  a t t i t u d e s  t o  o t h e r  a n i ­
m a l s  a n d  t o  t h e  E a r t h  a s  a  w h o l e ,  is 
a r g u a b l y  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d

c o n t a i n s ,  a s  d o  t h e  o t h e r  c h a p t e r s ,  
a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c ­
t i v e .  T h e  a u t h o r  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  
D a r w i n ’s o f f e n c e  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  
m a n y  o f  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  w a s  
n o t  s o  m u c h  t o  h a v e  m a d e  a n  
a t t a c k  o n  G o d  a s  t o  h a v e  a t t a c k e d  
t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  m a n ,  b y  o p e n l y  
p r o p o s i n g  “ t o  b r e a k  d o w n  t h e  
f e n c e  t h a t  s h u t  o f f  o u r  o w n  
s p e c i e s  f r o m  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s ” . S h e  
a l s o  w r i t e s  a b o u t  h u m a n  f e a r  o f  
o u r  o w n  “ a n i m a l  n a t u r e ” a n d  
a b o u t  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  c e r t a i n  
a n i m a l s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  p i g s ,  r a t s  
a n d  o f  c o u r s e  s n a k e s ,  h a v e  l o n g  

b e e n  s e e n  a s  b e i n g  t h e  v e r y  e m b o d i ­
m e n t  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  v i c e s .  S h e  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  it  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  
m o r e  “ s c i e n t i f i c ” t o  v i e w  o t h e r  a n i ­
m a l s  w i t h  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  d i s g u s t  a n d  
c o n t e m p t  t h a n  w ' i th  a f f e c t i o n  a n d  
r e s p e c t ,  b u t  s h e  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  
J a n e  G o o d a l l  a s  h a v i n g  t r a n s f o r m e d  
a t t i t u d e s  t o  t h e  g r e a t  a p e s .  T h e  
a u t h o r  e x p l a i n s  h o w  w e  h a v e  a l w a y s  
m a d e  u p  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  o t h e r  a n i m a l s ,  
w r a p p e d  t h e m  i n  s y m b o l i s m  a n d  
d i v i d e d  t h e m  i n t o  g r o u p s  f o r  t h o s e  
p u r p o s e s  e i t h e r  a s  v e r m i n ,  s p e c i e s  
f r o m  d i s t a n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  
d o m e s t i c a t e d  a n i m a l s  o r  p r e y  s p e c i e s ,  
t o  w h o m  w e  h a v e  o f t e n  a c c o r d e d  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  r e s p e c t .  S h e  w r i t e s  o f  t h e  
i m m e n s e  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  o f  W e s t e r n  
c u l t u r e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  c e n ­
t u r i e s  a n d  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  
c h a n g e  a n d  d o u b t .

M i d g l e y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  d o  
w e l l  t o  e n r i c h  o u r  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  I h e  
s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  b e t w e e n  g o v e r n m e n t  
a n d  s o c i e t y  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  
f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  a n d  o f  a l l  o f  
n a t u r e .  S h e  e n d s  b y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  w e  
n e e d  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  n a t u ­
r a l  t h i n g s  h a v e  n o  v a l u e  i n  t h e m ­
s e l v e s ,  t o  j e t t i s o n  o u r  e x p l o i t a t i v e  
a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  n a t u r e ,  a n d  t o  
a d m i t  e x p l i c i t l y  t h a t  i n  o u r  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p  w i t h  n a t u r e  w e  h a v e  g o t  it 
w r o n g .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  h e r  
i n s i s t e n c e  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s y m ­
b o l i s m  a n d  m y t h ,  s h e  i s  a d a m a n t  
t h a t  t h i s  a d m i s s i o n  m u s t  n o t  j u s t  b e  
s p o k e n  b u t  a l s o  s p e l t  o u t  i n  a c t i o n  
a n d  m o r e o v e r  i n  a c t i o n  “ w i t h  a  
s t r o n g  s y m b o l i s m  t h a t  b e a r s  o n  t h e  
o f f e n c e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c e n t r a l  t o  
o u r  c r i m e s ” . •

J a m e s  S a in s b u r y  is  A s s o c ia te  E d i t o r  o f  
Resurgence.
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THE DO CTRINE OF CREATION

T r e e  o f  D e a t h  a n d  L i f e ,
m e d ie v a l  m in ia tu r e  by B e r th o ld  F u r tm e ye r

P h il ip  C o n f o r d  w e lco m e s  the reissue 
o f  a study in  natural ph ilosophy.

T H E  T R E E  O F  L IF E  m a y  
s u r p r i s e  t h o s e  w h o  
k n o w  H .  J .  M a s s i n g -  

h a m  o n l y  a s  a  t o p o g r a p h e r  
a n d  r u r a l  c o m m e n t a t o r .  I n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  h i s  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  
e m b e l l i s h e d ,  l o o s e l y  s t r u c t u r e d  
e s s a y s  o n  v i l l a g e  l i f e  a n d  t h e  
n a t u r a l  w o r l d ,  it  is  s p a r e  a n d  
c o n c e n t r a t e d ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  
c l e a r  l i n e  o f  a r g u m e n t  a s  i t  
e x a m i n e s  t h e  w a y  t h a t  a t t i ­
t u d e s  t o  n a t u r e  h a v e  c h a n g e d  
i n  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  s i n c e  t h e  
t i m e  o f  t h e  R o m a n  E m p i r e .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  t e r m  n a t u r a l  
t h e o l o g y ’ m a y  s o u n d  o u t ­
m o d e d ,  M a s s i n g h a m  m a i n t a i n s  
t h a t  o n l y  a  r e d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  
n a t u r a l  t h e o l o g y  f o u n d  i n  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n  c a n  r e c a l l  
o u r  c i v i l i s a t i o n  f r o m  i t s  
d e s t r u c t i v e  p a t h .  T h e  lo s s  o f  a  
s e n s e  o f  G o d ’s p r e s e n c e  i n  
n a t u r e  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  r a p e  o f  t h e  
E a r t h  b y  c o m m e r c i a l  f o r c e s  
c o n c e r n e d  o n l y  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  
y i e l d  t h e m  p r o f i t .

I t  is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  c o m p a r e  
M a s s i n g h a m ’s t h e s i s  w i t h  t h a t  
o f  t h e  o f t - q u o t e d  1 9 6 7  e s s a y  b y  
t h e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  s c i e n c e  L y n n  
W h i t e  J r . ,  w h o  b l a m e d  t h e  
J u d a e o - C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n ’s 
a t t i t u d e  t o  n a t u r e  f o r  t h e  g a t h ­
e r i n g  e c o l o g i c a l  c r i s i s .  C e r ­
t a i n l y  W h i t e  c o u l d  p o i n t  t o d a y  
t o  t h e  U S A ’s  s o - c a l l e d  ‘r e l i g i o u s  
r i g h t ’, w h o s e  i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  e n v i ­
r o n m e n t a l l y  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  p r a c t i c e s  
o f  G e o r g e  W .  B u s h ’s g o v e r n m e n t  
s t e m s  f r o m  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  n a t u r e  is 
a n  e n e m y  t o  b e  c o n q u e r e d .

W h i l e  M a s s i n g h a m  is  w e l l  a w a r e  
o f ,  a n d  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  t o ,  t h e  
p u r i t a n  s t r a i n  i n  C h r i s t i a n  t h o u g h t ,  
h e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a  
m o r e  d e e p l y  r o o t e d  t r a d i t i o n  i n  
p r a i s e  f o r  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  C r e a t i o n .  
W h i t e  e n d e d  h i s  e s s a y  b y  p r o p o s i n g  
S t  F r a n c i s  o f  A s s i s i  a s  t h e  p a t r o n  
s a i n t  o f  e c o l o g y ;  M a s s i n g h a m  m i g h t  
w e l l  h a v e  a g r e e d ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  s a y s  i n  
T h e  T ree  o f  L i f e  t h a t  a  p u r i t a n  w o u l d  
r e g a r d  S t  F r a n c i s ’s c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  
n a t u r e  a s  t a n t a m o u n t  t o  p a g a n i s m .

M a s s i n g h a m  o p e n s  w i t h  a  s t u d y  o f  
‘T h e  R u r a l  C h r i s t ’, f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  
d i v i n e  c r a f t s m a n  w h o s e  p a r a b l e s  c e l ­
e b r a t e d  t h e  e t e r n a l ,  e l e m e n t a l  s i m -

The Tree of Life
H . J .  M a s s i n g h a m

Jon Carpenter, U K , 2 0 0 3 , £ 1 3 . 9 9

p l i c i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  a l l  p e a c e f u l  a n d  
c r e a t i v e  l i f e  m u s t  b e  r o o t e d .  A  s i m i ­
l a r  c l o s e n e s s  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d  w a s  
f o u n d  i n  t h e  C e l t i c  C h u r c h ,  f o r  
w h i c h  M a s s i n g h a m  e v i n c e s  d e e p  
a f f e c t i o n .  H e  is  m o r e  a m b i v a l e n t  
a b o u t  t h e  m e d i e v a l  p e r i o d :  a  p u r i ­
t a n i c a l  s t r a i n  w a s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  
R o m a n  C h u r c h ,  b u t  t h e  a c h i e v e ­
m e n t s  o f  C i s t e r c i a n i s m ,  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  
t h e  n a t u r e  m y s t i c s  a n d  t h e  d o c t r i n e  
o f  N a t u r a l  L a w  a l l  h e l p e d  t o  k e e p  
a l i v e  a  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  l a n d .

T h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
p r o v i d e d ,  i n  M a s s i n g h a m ’s v i e w ,  a  
p o i g n a n t  m o m e n t  o f  c u l t u r a l  b a l ­
a n c e .  H e  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  M e t a p h y s i c a l  
p o e t s ,  w h o  e x p l o r e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  G o d ,  n a t u r e  a n d  h u m a n i t y ,  
a n d  s h o w s  h o w  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s 
t r a g e d i e s  l o c a t e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  e v i l  n o t  
i n  n a t u r e  b u t  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  
h u m a n  f r e e  w i l l .

S o o n ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  p h i l o s o ­
p h i e s  o f  D e s c a r t e s  a n d  H o b b e s  
t o o k  e f f e c t ,  s u n d e r i n g  t h e  s p i r i ­
t u a l  f r o m  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a n d  c o n ­
c e i v i n g  n a t u r e  a s  a b s t r a c t  a n d  
m a l i g n .  T h e  R o m a n t i c s  w e r e  
p o w e r l e s s  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  
d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  o r  p r e ­
v e n t  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  i n d u s t r i a l  
s l a v e r y ;  t h e  C h u r c h ,  w i t h  a  f e w  
b r a v e  e x c e p t i o n s ,  i m p l i c i t l y  
b l e s s e d  a n  i d e o l o g y  w h o s e  v a l ­
u e s  w e r e  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  
t o  i ts  f o u n d e r ’s  t e a c h i n g s .

F o r  M a s s i n g h a m ,  t h e  
C h u r c h ’s d e c l i n e  is  i n d i s s o l u b l y  
l i n k e d  t o  i t s  l o s s  o f  c o n c e r n  f o r  
t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d  a n d  i t s  f a i l ­
u r e  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  
s y s t e m .  I t  n e e d s  t o  r e d i s c o v e r  
i t s  o w n  “ d o c t r i n e  o f  C r e a t i o n ” , 
a  b e l i e f  i n  b o t h  t h e  g o o d n e s s  
o f ,  a n d  ( h e  l i m i t s  p o s e d  by ,  t h e  
G o d - g i v e n  n a t u r a l  o r d e r .  M a s s ­
i n g h a m  d i s c e r n e d  t h e o l o g i c a l  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  
t h e  o r g a n i c  m o v e m e n t ’s p i o ­
n e e r s ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  s c i ­
e n t i f i c  w o r k  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h o w  
r e s p e c t f u l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  n a t u r e  
c o u l d  e n a b l e  h u m a n i t y  t o  s u r ­
v i v e  a n d  l iv e  m o r e  fu l ly .

D e s p i t e  s o m e  p o w e r f u l  
a p o c a l y p t i c  p a s s a g e s ,  T h e  T ree  
o f  L i f e  e n d s  o n  a  n o t e  o f  h o p e ,  
w h i l e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  m e s s a g e  
h a s  l a r g e l y  b e e n  i g n o r e d  
m a k e s  i t  n o  l e s s  r e l e v a n t  n o w  

t h a n  i t  w a s  s i x t y  y e a r s  a g o .  F r a n c e s  
H u t c h i n s o n  p r o v e s  t h e  l a t t e r  p o i n t  
i n  h e r  f o r c e f u l  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  w h i c h  is 
i n  e f f e c t  a  s e r m o n  o n  t h e  t e x t  “ Ye 
c a n n o t  s e r v e  G o d  a n d  M a m m o n . ” 

J o n  C a r p e n t e r  m u s t  b e  c o n g r a t u ­
l a t e d  o n  r e i s s u i n g  t h i s  r a r e  t e x t :  i t  is  
t h e  k e y  t o  M a s s i n g h a m ’s l a t e r  w o r k  
a n d  a  m a j o r  s t u d y  o f  w h a t  t h e  C h r i s ­
t i a n  s p i r i t u a l  t r a d i t i o n  c a n  o f f e r  t o  a n  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  
n a t u r e .  •

P h il ip  C o n fo r d  is  the  a u th o r  o f  T h e  O r i ­
g i n s  o f  t h e  O r g a n i c  M o v e m e n t  (F lo r is  
B o o ks, 2 0 0 1 ) .

Books reviewed in 
Resurgence are available from  Schumacher 

Book Service/Greenspirit Books.
Tel: +  44 (0)1985 215679.

Email: < alan@ gsbooks.org.uk>  
< www.greenspirit.org.uk/books>
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B O O K S  I N  B R I E F

P A T H W A Y S  T O  C H I L D  
F R I E N D L Y  S C H O O L S

F io n a  C a r n i e
H u m a n  S c a le  E d u c a t io n ,

U K ,  2 0 0 4 ,  £ 7 . 5 0

I f ,  a s  a  p a r e n t ,  y o u  a r e  
u n h a p p y  w i t h  y o u r  
c h i l d ’s s c h o o l  a n d  y o u  
f e e l  t h a t  m a n y  t h i n g s  
c o u l d  b e  i m p r o v e d ,  b u t  
y o u  a r e  n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  
h o w  t o  p i n p o i n t  t h e  p r o b ­
l e m s ,  w h a t  s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  
m a k e  f  o  r  s p e c i f i c  
i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  o r  w h a t  
a r e  y o u r  c h a n n e l s  f o r  g e t ­
t i n g  y o u r  v o i c e  h e a r d ,  
t h i s  is  r e q u i r e d  r e a d i n g  
f o r  y o u .

C a r n i e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  
e v e r y  s c h o o l  s h o u l d  s t r i v e  
t o  b e c o m e  o p t i m a l l y  
“ c h i l d - f r i e n d l y ” a n d  “ p a r ­
e n t - f r i e n d l y ” . E a c h  o f  
t h e s e  a s p e c t s  h a s  a  s e p a ­
r a t e  s e c t i o n  i n  h e r  b o o k ,  
w i t h  c h a p t e r s  t h a t  d e f i n e  
w h a t  t h e s e  f r i e n d l i n e s s  
q u a l i t i e s  a r e  a n d  p r e c i s e l y  
h o w  t h e y  m a y  b e  
a c h i e v e d .  I t  is  a l s o  e s s e n ­
t i a l  t h a t  s c h o o l s  p r o v i d e  
a m p l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
p a r e n t a l  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  
a n d  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  s e c ­
t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h a t .

S c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  t e x t  a r e  e x c e l l e n t  
e x a m p l e s  o f  b e s t  p r a c t i c e ,  
c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  s c h o o l s  i n  
v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  U K ,  
p l u s  t w o  f r o m  a b r o a d .  A  
u s e f u l  b o o k .

L E T  T H E  C H I L D R E N  
S I N G

L e o n o r a  L ang ley  
T h e  B o o k  G u i l d  L t d . ,

U K ,  2 0 0 4 ,  £ 1 6 . 9 5

T  h  o  u  g  h  I f  o  u  n  d  h  e  r  
o p e n i n g  s e c t i o n  o n  p a r ­
e n t i n g  a  t a d  p l a t i t u d i n o u s  
(“A  b o y  n e e d s  a  f a t h e r ” ),  I 
s o o n  g o t  u s e d  t o  L a n g l e y ’s 
d i d a c t i c  d e l i v e r y .  I t  
h e l p e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  I 
a g r e e d  w i t h  a l l  h e r  p r o ­
n o u n c e m e n t s .

B y  t h e  t i m e  I r e a c h e d  
t h e  h e a r t  of  h e r  b o o k  —  
w h i c h  is a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  
f o r  a  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m  
r i c h  w i t h  m u s i c ,  a r t ,  
d r a m a ,  d a n c e ,  e t c .  —  I 
f i n a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  w h y  
s h e  w r i t e s  l i k e  t h i s .  F o r  
t h e r e  is  i m m e n s e  p a s s i o n  
b e h i n d  h e r  l o n g i n g ,  w h i c h  
I s h a r e ,  t h a t  o u r  w o r l d ’s 
c h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  b e  t r e a t e d  
a s  t h e  p r e c i o u s  b e i n g s  
t h e y  a r e  a n d  g i v e n  t h e  
v e r y  b e s t  w e  c a n  g i v e .  A s  
s h e  s a y s ,  w h y  n o t  m a k e  
c o u n s e l l i n g  s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g  
a n d  a  y e a r  o f  p s y c h o t h e r ­
a p y  m a n d a t o r y  f o r  s t u ­
d e n t  t e a c h e r s ?

T h e  b o o k  is a  c o u n s e l  
o f  p e r f e c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  
a u t h o r ’s f i e r c e  c a r i n g  
m a k e s  h e r  p r e s c r i p t i v e  
w r i t i n g  s t y l e  s t r a n g e l y  
e n d e a r i n g .

D A M A G E  L I M I T A T I O N
R o l a n d  M e i g h a n  

E d u c a t io n a l  H e re tic s  Press, 
U K ,  2 0 0 4 ,  £ 1 0 . 0 0

W h e n  p e o p l e  m u t t e r  
a b o u t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  
B r i t i s h  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  
i t  is u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  s a m e  
t o n e s  o f  d i s g r u n t l e d  r e s i g ­
n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  u s e  f o r  
g r u m b l i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
w e a t h e r .

N o t  s o  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  
t h i s  h o o k .  I h a v e  n o t  
h e a r d  s u c h  f o r t h r i g h t  
s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  e v i l s  
o f  s t a t e  s c h o o l i n g  s i n c e  I 
s a t  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  I v a n  
I l l i c i t  a n d  J o h n  H o l t  i n  
t h e  1 9 7 0 s .

T h o s e  w o r t h i e s  a r e  
q u o t e d  h e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  B e r t r a n d  R u s ­
s e l l  ( “ e d u c a t i o n  h a s  
b e c o m e  o n e  o f  t h e  c h i e f  
o b s t a c l e s  t o  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
a n d  f r e e d o m  o f  t h o u g h t ” ), 
M a r k  T w a i n  ( “ I  h a v e  
n e v e r  a l l o w e d  s c h o o l i n g  
t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  m y  e d u ­
c a t i o n ” ), a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s .

B u t  f o r  p a r e n t s  u n a b l e  
t o  o p t  f o r  h o m e  s c h o o l i n g  
o r  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  t h i s  
b o o k  —  l i k e  i t s  i r r e v e r e n t  
a n c e s t o r ,  T h e  L i t t l e  R e d ,  
S c h o o l b o o k  —  o f f e r s  i d e a s  
f o r  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  
s u r v i v e  t h e i r  s c h o o l d a y s  
w i t h  m i n i m a l  d a m a g e .

A  P A R L I A M E N T  O F  
S C I E N C E

M i c h a e l  Tobias ,  T e u n  
T i m m e r s  &  G ill  W r i g h t  (eds.)

S ta te  U n iv . o f  N e w  Y o rk  P ress  
U S A ,  2 0 0 4 ,  £ 1 3 . 5 0  

I n  1 9 9 9 ,  6 , 0 0 0  s c i e n t i s t s ,  
o f  a l l  s t r i p e s ,  f r o m  1 5 0  
c o u n t r i e s ,  m e t  i n  t w o  “ e n d  
o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  s u m m i t s ” 
—  t h e  l a r g e s t  g a t h e r i n g s  
o f  s c i e n t i s t s  e v e r  h e l d .  
I s s u e s  s u c h  a s  s u s t a i n a b i l ­
i ty ,  e t h i c s ,  e c o l o g i c a l  c r i s i s  
a n d  t h e  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l ­
i t y  o f  s c i e n c e  w e r e  h i g h  o n  
t h e  a g e n d a .

T h i s  b o o k  is  a n  h o r s  
d ’o e u v r e  o f  e d i t e d  i n t e r ­
v i e w s  o n  t h e s e  t o p i c s  w i t h  
e i g h t e e n  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i ­
p a n t s ,  e a c h  f r o m  a  d i f f e r ­
e n t  d i s c i p l i n e  b u t  a l l  i n  
i n f l u e n t i a l  p o s i t i o n s .

A s  i n  t h o s e  T V  s h o w s  
w h e r e ,  j u s t  a s  y o u  s t a r t  
g e t t i n g  d e e p l y  i n t o  a  
t o p i c ,  t h e y  c a l l  “ t i m e ” , 
t h e r e  w a s  s o  m u c h  m o r e  I 
w a n t e d  t o  a s k  t h e s e  p e o ­
p l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  e t h o l o g i s t  
F r a n s  d e  W a a l ,  w h o  s t u d ­
i e s  p r i m a t e s ’ p e a c e m a k i n g  
b e h a v i o u r .  F o r  m e ,  t h e  
b e s t  s e n t e n c e  i n  t h e  b o o k  
w a s  e t h i c i s t  M a r g a r e t  
S o m e r v i l l e ’s b e a u t i f u l l y  
h u m b l e  “ W e  h a v e  t o  b a l ­
a n c e  o u r  k n o w i n g  w i t h  a  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  o u r  d e e p  
u n k n o w i n g . ”

Pathways to 
Child Friendly 

Schools
A guide for parents

n.'wiv by Fiona Can tic

D a m a g e  L im i t a t io n :

trying to reduce the harm 
schools do to children

by Roland Meighan
with contributions by Linda Brown. Hazel Ciawley, Charlie Cooper. Jane Dent. Clive Erricker. Kim Evans. Michael Foot. Derry Hannuni. Clive Harber. Ben Koralek. and Philip Toogood

A briefing hook on how to get 
educated despite school

E ducational H e r e to , P re ss
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M A R I A N  V A N  E Y K  M c C A I N

W I L D  L A W
C o r m a c  C u l l in a n  
G reen Books, U K ,  

in association w ith G a ia  Books, 
U K , 2 0 0 4 ,  £ 9 . 9 5

A s  a  y o u n g ,  a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  
a c t i v i s t  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  
C u l l i n a n  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  
d e a t h  s t r u g g l e s  o f  w h i t e  
s u p r e m a c y  a n d  t h e  a t t i t u -  
d i n a l  s h i f t  t h a t  m i l l i o n s  
w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  m a k e  o n c e  
t h e  “ w h i t e  m i s t ” h a d  
c l e a r e d .

H e  r e p o r t s  a  s i m i l a r  
f e e l i n g  n o w ,  a s  t h e  r u l i n g  
p a r a d i g m  o f  a n t h r o p o c e n -  
t r i s m  b e g i n s  t o  c r u m b l e .  
B u t  h o w  c a n  w e  c h a n g e  
t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  
s u p p o r t s  o u t d a t e d  t h i n k ­
i n g ?  A n d  t o  w h a t ?

W h e n  i n  d o u b t ,  r e a d  
t h e  b o o k  o f  N a t u r e ,  s a y s  
C u l l i n a n .  H e  a d v o c a t e s  a  
s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n a n c e  
b a s e d  o n  E a r t h  J u r i s p r u ­
d e n c e ,  h o n o u r i n g  w i l d ­
n e s s ,  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  c h a o s  
a s  w e l l  a s  o r d e r  a n d  c o n ­
f o r m i t y .

I t ’ s a  b r e a t h t a k i n g  
v i s i o n .  B u t  i f  w e  b e g i n  i n  
s m a l l  w a y s  —  f o r  e x a m ­
p l e ,  b y  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e  
r i g h t s  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o ­
p l e  t o  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  l a n d s  
a n d  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  s a l m o n  
t o  t h e i r  s p a w n i n g  g r o u n d s  
—  t h e n  p i e c e  b y  p i e c e  
w e ’ll s h i f t  t h e  p a r a d i g m .

A n  i n s p i r i n g  b o o k  b y  a  
g i f t e d  w r i t e r .

S E E D S  O F  D E C E P T I O N
Jef f rey  M .  S m i t h  

G reen Books, U K , 2 0 0 4 ,  £ 9 . 9 5

A s  w e  k n o w ,  t h e  b l i n d  e y e  
t u r n e d  b y  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  
a  l a c k  o f  p r o v e n  s a f e t y  i n  
g e n e t i c a l l y  m o d i f i e d  ( G M )  
f o o d  h a s  e n a b l e d  t h e  
b i o t e c h n o l o g y  i n d u s t r y  t o  
u s e  w h o l e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a s  
u n w i t t i n g  g u i n e a  p i g s .  I n  
t h e  U S ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  is s ti ll  
n o  l e g a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  
G M  f o o d  b e  l a b e l l e d  a s  
s u c h ,  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  c o n ­
t i n u e s .

J e f f r e y  S m i t h ’s m e t i c u ­
l o u s l y  r e s e a r c h e d  e x p o s e ,  
w h i c h  —  a s  M i c h a e l  
M e a c h e r  s a y s  i n  h i s  F o r e ­
w o r d  —  “ p o s i t i v e l y  f i z z e s  
w i t h  t h e  h u m a n  d r a m a  o f  
t h e  c a b a l s  a n d  c o n s p i r a c i e s  
b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s ” , m a y  
g i v e  p a u s e  t o  t h o s e  A m e r i ­
c a n s  s t i l l  u n c o n c e r n e d  
a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  m a y  b e  
e a t i n g .

S m i t h  h a s  t h e  k n a c k  o f  
e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
d e t a i l s  i n  t e r m s  t h a t  l a y  
p e o p l e  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d .  
W i t h  t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  it 
is  e a s y  t o  s e e  t h e  v a r i o u s  
w a y s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  t e c h n o ­
l o g y  c a n  g o  w r o n g ,  a n d  i n  
a t  l e a s t  o n e  c a s e  a l r e a d y  
h a s ,  w i t h  f a t a l  c o n s e ­
q u e n c e s .

S O L D  O U T
W il l i a m  Y o u n g  

Vision Paperbacks, U K , 2 0 0 4 ,  
£ 1 0 . 9 9

W h e n e v e r  I  s e e  t h e  
c r o w d e d  c a r  p a r k s  a r o u n d  
s u p e r m a r k e t s ,  a n d  I t h i n k  
a b o u t  w h a t  t h i s  s t y l e  o f  
s h o p p i n g  h a s  d o n e  t o  o u r  
l o c a l  e c o n o m i e s ,  o u r  H i g h  
S t r e e t  s h o p s ,  o u r  s m a l l  
f a r m e r s ,  I f i n d  m y s e l f  
w o n d e r i n g  w h y  s o  m a n y  
p e o p l e  d o n ’t  j o i n  u p  t h e  
d o t s .

I f  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
d o n ’t  u n d e r s t a n d  a l l  t h e  
c o n n e c t i o n s ,  t h i s  b o o k  
c o u l d  s e t  t h e m  s t r a i g h t .  I t  
c o u l d  t e l l  t h e m  —  a d m i t ­
t e d l y  i n  a  s o m e w h a t  d r y  
s t y l e  —  e x a c t l y  h o w  t h e i r  
s h o p p i n g  h a b i t s  c o n ­
t r i b u t e  t o  m a n y  o f  o u r  
c u r r e n t  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o b ­
l e m s .

I t  w o u l d  a l s o  r e v e a l  t o  
t h e m  t h e  s h o c k i n g l y  
s h a b b y  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  
s u p e r m a r k e t s  c o m m o n l y  
t r e a t  t h e i r  s u p p l i e r s .  I t  
w o u l d  e x p l a i n  t h e  t r u e  
c o s t  o f  t h e  f o o d  i n  t h e i r  
t r o l l e y s  a n d  t h e  s l e i g h t - o f -  
h a n d  m e t h o d s  u s e d  t o  
f o o l  t h e m  i n t o  t h i n k i n g  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g e t t i n g  b a r ­
g a i n s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e y  
p r o b a b l y  w o n ’t r e a d  it.

L I V I N G  W I T H  T H E  
F L U I D  G E N O M E

M a e - W a n  H o  
Institu te  o f  Science in Society, 
U K , &  T h ird  W orld N e tw o rk , 

M alaysia , 2 0 0 4 ,  £ 1 . 9 9  
G e n e t i c  d e t e r m i n i s m  
r u l e s .  T e x t b o o k s  s t i l l  t e a c h  
i t ;  s p o k e s p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  
b i o t e c h  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e  
t o  p a r r o t  i t .  I t  i s  t h e  
n o t i o n  ( h a t  t h e r e  is  a  s i m ­
p l e ,  o n e - t o - o n e  c o r r e ­
s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  g e n e s  
a n d  o u t c o m e s .  B u t  i t ’s 
w r o n g .  G e n e s  a r e  m o r e  
l i k e  l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  a l p h a b e t  
p l u s  a l l  t h e  r u l e s  o f  g r a m ­
m a r .  E v e n  t h a t  is  a  g r o s s  
o v e r - s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  
f a n t a s t i c a l l y  c o m p l e x ,  
f l u i d  p r o c e s s .  F u r t h e r ­
m o r e ,  t h e  D a r w i n i a n  c o n ­
c e p t  o f  m u t a t i o n s  a s  
p u r e l y  r a n d o m  o c c u r ­
r e n c e s  h a s  n o w  b e e n  
p r o v e d  f a l s e  b y  e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  i n  s o m e  c i r c u m -  
s t a n c e s  g e n e s  m u t a t e  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  e n v i r o n m e n ­
ta l  c o n d i t i o n s .

A s  u s u a l ,  M a e - W a n  H o  
s u p p o r t s  h e r  a r g u m e n t s  
w i t h  d i s p a s s i o n a t e ,  s c i e n ­
t i f i c  e x p l a n a t i o n s .

I f  y o u  c a n  g r a s p  t h e  
d e t a i l s ,  y o u  w i l l  b e  c o n ­
v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  b i o t e c h  
i n d u s t r y  is  h e a d e d  d o w n  a  
b l i n d  a l l e y .  Y o u ’ll w o n d e r  
w h y  t h e y  b o t h e r .  •

M a r ia m  V a n  E y k  M c C a in  is 
a n  a u th o r  a n d  f r e e la n c e  w riter.

L  7 V i  n g  w ith  th e  
F l u i d  G e n o m eSeeds

°f . 
Deception
EXPOSING 
CORPORATE AND 
GOVERNMENT LIES 
ABOUT THE SAFETY 
OF GENETICALLY 
ENGINEERED FOOD

S U P E R M A R K E T
SH O P P IN G
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G
C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G  R A T E S
'Sm all A d s '. £1 .00  per word inc.vat
Sem i d isp lay ads (boxed classifieds) £5 extra 
Box num bers £10
For a copy of Resurgence containing you r advert, add 
£4.50  to your paym ent.

30% DISCOUNT! when you book three consecutive adverts.

THE NEXT TW O  COPY DATES ARE:
Is su e : N o v e m b e r/ D e c e m b e r  2 0 04 : 1st Sept 2004 

Is su e : J a n u a ry / F e b ru a ry  2 0 05 : 1st Nov 2004

P le a se  f ill in th e  form  on p age 75 and send together with 
a cheque or card details to Gwydion Batten,
R e s u r g e n c e ,  Ford Flouse, Hartland, Bideford, Devon, EX39 6EE.
Tel: +44 (0)1237 441293 / Fax: +44 (0)1237 441203 
<advert@resurgence.org> B e e  o n  leek  h e a d  p h o t o g r a p h s :  da v id  b a k e r

ACCOMMODATION

LAKES
S h a re  w r ite r 's  re m o te  fa rm h o u s e . 

L on g  a n d  m e d iu m - te rm  b e d s its  

£ 4 5 .0 0  and  £ 5 0 .0 0  p .w . p lus  ene rgy . 

Tel. 0 8 4 5  4 5 6 9 8 2 5  o r  0 1 2 2 9  7 1 6 6 1 2 .

CENTRAL EDINBURGH
F rie n d ly  B&B in q u ie t V ic to r ia n  s tre e t 

w ith  s u p e rb  v ie w s  to  S a lis b u ry  C rags 

a nd  A r th u r 's  S e a t. V a rie d  c o n tin e n ta l 

b re a k fa s t. W a lk in g  d is ta n c e  ca s tle , 

pa la ce  e tc . 5 m in s  m a in  bus ro u te . 

Tel. M oira 0 1 3 1  6 6 8 3 7 1 8 .

COMMUNITIES

SPEND A YEAR
H ands-on learn in g , liv ing , and w o rk in g  

w ith  fe llo w  co -w o rke rs  and young peo­

ple w ith  learn in g  d ifficu ltie s. C ra ft 

w o rksho ps, o rgan ic  fa rm  and m ore. 

W rite  to  Pennine C am ph ill C om m unity , 

Boyne Hill, C h ape ltho rpe , Wakefield, 
WF43JH. < w w w .p e n n in e .o rg .u k >

COMMUNITY IN  EAST LONDON
se e ks  n e w  m e m b e rs . H ouse is v e g e ­
ta r ia n  and  n o n -s m o k in g  a nd  m e m ­

b e rs  h a ve  c o m m itm e n t  to  c o m m u n a l 

l iv in g  a nd  w o rk in g  b y  conse nsus. 

O w n ro o m , g oo d  liv in g  space  and 

g a rd e n . P le a se  w r ite ,  te l l in g  us 

a b o u t  y o u rs e lf ,  to :  J a n e , 14
M o rn in g to n  G ro ve , Lon don  E3 4N S.

COURSES

ORGANIC GARDENING
O p p o r tu n ity  to  le a rn /w o rk  fo r  

y e a r /s e a s o n  on  e s ta b lis h e d  So il 

A sso c ia tio n  s y m b o l o rg a n ic  m a rk e t 
g a rd e n . P a rt-t im e  w ith  fre e  a cco m ­

m o d a tio n  o r  fu l l- t im e  p lu s  s o m e  

m o n e y . E n th u s ia s tic ,  re s p o n s ib le , 

v e g e ta ria n  n o n -s m o k e rs . In itia l tr ia l 

p e rio d . Yoga ta u g h t.  SAE O a kcro ft, 

C rossh ill, M alpas, C hesh ire .

Tel. 0 1 9 4 8  8 6 0 2 1 3 .

CREATIVE BREAKS
A n d  N e w  B e g in n in g s  c ra fts  f o r  yo u  

w ith  G e o ff  F o r re s t.  A t  y o u r  p la ce  

o r  in  SW  S c o tla n d . 

< fo ra g e @ d o o n 5 . fs n e t.c o .u k >

T e l. 0 8 4 5  4 5 8 2 6 3 8 .

EAGLES W IN G S
O n e -w e e k  p r o g r a m m e  a t  

G le n g o rm  C a s tle  on  th e  Is le  o f  M ull 

o f f  w e s t c o a s t S c o tla n d . E x p lo re  

a n d  c o m m it  to  a n e w  p u rp o s e  fo r  

y o u r  life . C o n ta c t  C liv e  W ils o n .

T el. 0 7 8 0 1  0 1 9 8 9 1 .  

< w w w .b e c k f ie ld .c o .u k /e a g le s >

RETREAT IN  SOUTH AFRICA
S ix - d a y  r e t r e a t  ' f o r  b e in g  a n d  

in te rb e in g ' o n  a n a tu re  re s e rv e  in 

th e  K a ro o  m o u n ta in s ,  fa c i l i ta te d  b y  

I re n e  v a n  L ip p e -B ie s te r fe ld  o f  T h e  

N e th e r la n d s .  C o n ta c t  J e n n ie  

R u b id g e  on

< k a r o o c o m fo r t@ te lk o m s a .n e t>  fo r  
d e ta ils .

SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS
A n a m  C ara  o ffe rs  re s id e n tia l w o rk ­

sh o p s a n d  re tre a ts  in B u d d h is m , 

S h a m a n is m , Yoga, H e a lth , H e a lin g , 

M usic, D a nce , S w e a tlo d g e s  a nd  A rt. 

For 2 0 0 4  p ro g ra m m e  v is it  us a t 

< w w w .a n a m c a ra .c o .u k > .

Tel. 0 1 4 6 3  7 1 1 7 0 2 . 
< w e lc o m e @ a n a m c a ra .c o .u k >

RESIDENTIAL
C re a tiv e  W r it in g  C o u rs e s  in  N o rth  

D e v o n . T h e  A rv o n  F o u n d a t io n ,  

T o tle ig h  B a r to n ,  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 4 .

NOVEMBER 8 -1 3
P o e try  F o r T h e  S o u l. T h is  is  a 

c o u rs e  fo r  th o s e  in c lin e d  to w a rd s  

th e  m o re  c o n te m p la t iv e  a n d  s p ir i­

tu a l s p h e re s  o f  life . I t  is  a n  o p p o r ­

tu n i t y  to  e x p lo re  th e  s o u l's  p la y fu l 

a n d  s e a rc h in g  n a tu r e  th ro u g h  

p o e try .  T h e  tu to r s  fo r  th e  c o u rs e  

a re :  Ja m e s  H a rp u r, w h o  w o n  th e  

N a tio n a l P o e try  C o m p e t it io n  in 

1 9 9 5 . He h a s  p u b lis h e d  th re e  c o l­

le c t io n s  o f  p o e try ,  m o s t  re c e n t ly  

O rac le  B ones  ( A n v i l ) .  A ly s o n  

H a lle t,  w h o s e  m o s t  r e c e n t  c o lle c ­
t io n  is The H ea rt's  E llip tica l O rb it 
(S o lid u s  P re ss ).

NOVEMBER 1 5 -2 0
W rit in g  F o r C h a n g e . T h e  p e n  is 

m ig h t ie r  t h a n  th e  s w o rd .  T h is  

c o u rs e  lo o k s  a t  h o w  to  u s e  y o u r  

w r i t in g  s k il ls  c r e a t iv e ly  to  p ro d u c e  

p o w e r fu l a n d  p e rs u a s iv e  t e x t ,  be 

i t  t h r o u g h  a r t ic le s ,  le t te r s ,  o r

p re s s  re le a s e s . R u n  b y  tw o  s e a ­

s o n e d  c a m p a ig n e rs ,  th is  c o u rs e  
w il l  t r a in  y o u  to  t u r n  y o u r  c o n ­

c e rn s  in to  c o n v in c in g  w o rd s .  T h e  

t u t o r s  f o r  t h e  c o u r s e :  C h r is

J o h n s to n e  w h o s e  e s s a y s  a n d  j o u r ­

n a l is m  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  in  

E a rth w a tch , H o lis tic  H ea lth , a n d  

t h e  B r it is h  M e d ic a l J o u rn a l.  
E lis a b e th  W in k le r  is  a jo u r n a l is t  

a n d  is e d i to r  o f  L iv in g  E a rth , th e  

m a g a z in e  o f  th e  S o il A s s o c ia t io n .  
T o t le ig h  B a r to n  is  a b e a u t i f u l  

F if te e n th -C e n tu ry  m a n o r  h o u s e , 

w h ic h  is w a rm  a n d  in s p ira t io n a l.  

P le a se  c a ll T h e  A rv o n  F o u n d a t io n  

o n  0 1 4 0 9  2 3 1 3 3 8  fo r  e n q u ir ie s .  
B u rs a r ie s  a v a ila b le .  O r  v is i t  o u r  

w e b s i te  f o r  f u r t h e r  d e ta i ls :  

< w w w .a r v o n fo u n d a t io n .o r g >

PRACTICAL PHILOSOPHY
W h a t a m  I?  H o w  ca n  I  a c h ie v e  
in n e r  p e a ce ?  A tw e lv e - w e e k  in t r o ­

d u c to ry  c o u rs e  s ta r ts  a t  7 :1 5 p m  
T h u rs d a y  3 0 th  S e p te m b e r  a t  th e  

F r ie n d s ' M e e t in g  H o u s e , J e s u s  

L a n e , C a m b r id g e .  A ll w e lc o m e  
£ 6 0 / te rm .

EVENTS

JANE GOODALL
A lte r n a t iv e s  T a lk  M o n d a y  6 th  

S e p te m b e r  a t  S t J a m e s 's  C h u rc h , 

P icca d illy . C a ll 0 2 0  7 2 8 7  6 7 1 1  fo r  
o u r  fu l l  p ro g ra m m e  o r  

< w w w .a lte r n a t iv e s .o r g .u k >

CLOW NING AROUND
Free y o u r  in n e r  fo o l.  L o n d o n  w o rk ­

s h o p  S u n d a y  1 4 th  N o v e m b e r. Call 
0 2 0  7 2 8 7 6 7 1 1  

o r  < w w w .fo o is e n s e .c o .u k >

RESURGENCE ASSOCIATION
A  n u m b e r  o f  re a d e rs  o f  Resurgence  
a re  try in g  to  c o -o rd in a te  R e surg ence  

g ro u p s . P e o p le  h o ld in g  in it ia l  g a th ­
e r in g s :

Jan C o p e ly , S o m e rs e t  /D e v o n  b o r ­

d e r  a re a , o n  F r id a y  2 9 th  O c to b e r;  

f o r  d e ta i ls  te l.  0 1 8 2 3  6 7 2 8 8 0 .  

E la in e  B ro o k ;  W e lsh  b o rd e rs ,  on  

T h u rs d a y  N o v e m b e r  4 t h ;  f o r  

d e ta ils  te l.  0 1 9 8 1  5 5 0 2 4 6 .

T h e s e  g a th e r in g s  w ill in c lu d e  in t r o ­

d u c t io n s ,  m e d ita t io n ,  d is c u s s io n  

a n d  a s h a re d  m e a l.

SATISH KUMAR
w ill b e  s p e a k in g  a t  th e  Poole  W o rd  

&  B o o k  F e s tiv a l o n  T u e s d a y  5 th  

O c to b e r  a t  Po o le  C e n tra l l ib ra ry  

( D o lp h in  C e n tr e )  a t  7 .3 0 p m .  

T ic k e ts  a re  £ 4  (a v a ila b le  f ro m  T h e  

L ig h th o u s e  0 1 2 0 2  6 8 5 2 2 2 )  o r  p a y  
o n  th e  doo r.

FOR SALE

PINE FURNITURE
Made to  y o u r own specifications, using 

reclaim ed tim ber. Telephone Paul fo r  a 
qu o te : 012 37  451 289.

TRUE COLOURS
Natura l dyes on natu ra l fib res. Wool, 

m o h a ir and silk  yarns, plus o u r Ethnic 

Range o f  ya rn s  fro m  T urkey  and 

Mexico. Dyed w ith  natura l dyes in 
b e a u tifu l s h a d e s /te x tu re s . S ilk /lin e n  

c lo th in g , han d w o ve n  scarves and 
shaw ls, handwoven b lankets fo r  cere­

mony. Samples available. Email/web: 

< www.truecoloursyams.co.uk>.

Tel. 01453 83 4 1 1 3 .

w w w .icehousebooks.co.uk
We sell your kind of books.

Tel. 0116 2921964.

YOGA MATS
A t la s t! E n v iro n m e n ta lly  fr ie n d ly  

ecoYoga m ats. All na tura l. PVC free. 

Made in UK. < w w w .ecoyog a .co .uk> 
Tel. 0131 221 9977.

CRAFTS, GIFTS & BOOKS
For m in d  b o d y  &  s p ir it .  C lo th in g  and 

je w e lle ry  fro m  B rita in  and a round the  
w o rld . V is it the  w ebsite  

< w w w .h e le n ke m p tra d in g .co .u k>

LINDEN BOOKS
New and s e co n d -h a n d  env ironm enta l 

books by m ail o rd e r and in te rn e t. To 
view  categories and lis t v is it  o u r w eb­

site  on < w w w .lin d e n -b o o ks .co .u k> o r 
te lephone 01637 860804

JANE'S SOAPS
Beautifu l a rom ath era py  soaps, hand­

m ade using pure na tu ra l ingredients. 

Lovely orig ina l g ift. £12 .50  box 4 , inc. 

p&p. < w w w .ja n e s-so a p s .co .u k> Tel. 

012 52  721018.
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HOLIDAYS

NORTH DEVON
Sm all, co m fo rta b le  conve rted  barn. 

Very p lea sant location, 3m  fro m  sea, n r 

C love lly. O pen p lan. W oodburner. 

Sleeps 2 /4 . O rganic vege tab les ava il­

able. Tel. 012 3 7  431589.

LAKES
Se lf-ca terin g  sharing  w rite r 's  rem o te  

farm hou se. Exce llent w a lk ing , c lim b ­

ing, b a th ing , lazing. S ingle room s: 

£ 5 9 -£ 6 5 ; Doubles: £ 9 8 .5 0 -£ 1 0 7 .5 0  

weekly. D iscounts unwaged. Tel. 0845 

4 56  9825 o r 012 29  716612.

WELCOMBE, NORTH DEVON
Holiday bungalow . Sleeps 4. Beach 1.5 

m iles dow n w ooded va lley. V illage 

shop. O rgan ic  vege tab les ava ilable. 

Tel. 01288 331700.
Mobile 079 67  426037.

ISLE OF SKYE
S e lf-ca te rin g  chale ts, blackhouse stone 

cottage. Q uie t scenic locations. From 

£ 120 p.w. D iscounts fo r  long er stays. 

Tel. 014 70  582221. 
< w w w .e d in b a n e -se lf-ca te rin g .co .u k>

EDGE OF LAKE DISTRICT
Romantic retreat fo r two in small con­

verted barn attached to listed Cumbrian 

longhouse, in beautiful, peaceful Eden 

valley. W ell-equipped, a ttractive ly fu r­

nished, central heating, wood-burner. 

Organic vegetables and vegetarian meals 

available. Tel. 01931 712687.

VEGAN & VEGETARIAN VISITORS
To West Cork. Self-catering apartments 

fo r singles, couples and families in peace­

ful wooded surroundings. Organic veg­

etables, bread and vegan wholefoods 
available. Reasonable rates. Green 

Lodge, Trawnamadree, Ballylickey, Ban- 

try, County Cork. Tel. 00 353 2766146. 

E m a i l :  < g n l o d g e @ I o l f r e e . i e > .  
Website :< h ttp ://h o m e p a g e .e irco m .n e t/ 

~green lodge>. Or te x t 353 861 955451.

CHURCHWOOD VALLEY
Wembury, Nr Plymouth, Devon, For peace 

and tranquillity, self-catering holiday cab­

ins in beautiful natural wooded valley 

running down to  the sea. Abundance of 

birds and wildlife. Pets welcome. Tel. 
01752 862382.

< Churchwoodvalley@ btinternet.com > 

MID WALES
Earth, Air, Water, Fire... Walk ou t onto 

wild open hilltops, breathe cooi a ir from  a 

balcony with a view; follow a stream, 

watch a waterfa ll; snuggle down by the 
glow o f a log-burner. Self-contained 

hide-away fo r 2+2. Tel. 01686 420423,

SOUTH WEST FRANCE
Comfortable spacious 2-bedroom cottage 

on edge of unspoiled Gascon village. 

South-facing terrace, large garden, mag­

n ificent views over fa rm land to  the 

Pyrenees, abundance o f wildlife, peace 

and tranquillity.

Tel./fax 0033 562 969832.

ANDALUCIAN FARMHOUSE
Sleeps 2-4, quiet, beautiful, south of 

Granada. In fo : <w w w .holiday-ren ta ls. 

co m /in dex.c fm /p rope rty /3 496>  o r tel. 

0118 957 6347.

LONDON, HAMMERSMITH
Nice B&B, g re a t v a lu e  base fo r  s ig h t­

se e in g  h o lid a y s , bu s in e ss  e v e n ts ,

M u l le in

e x h ib it io n s ,  c o u rs e s . C o m fo r ta b le  

c e n tra lly  lo ca te d  q u ie t fa m ily  ho m e  

close to  th e  rive r, pub s, re s ta u ra n ts . 

D ire c t lin e s  to  a ttra c t io n s , a irp o rts  

a nd  E u ros ta r. TV  a nd  c o n tin e n ta l 

b re a k fa s t, D o u b le /T w in /T rip le  £ 2 4  

p.p.p.n. S in g le  £ 3 4 . C h ild re n 's  re d u c ­

tio n s . S ta y  w ith  us o r  o ne  o f  o u r  

se le c te d  fa m ilie s . Tel. 020 7385 4904. 

Fax: 020 7610 3235. 
< w w w .th e w a y to s ta y .c o .u k >

DEVON
Secluded 18th-century farmhouse over­

looking wooded valley 8 m iles NE 

Barnstaple. 5 acres gardens, trees, pas­

ture. Near coast, Exmoor, Arlington Court 
(NT), beautiful wa lks/footpaths. Well- 

equipped, CH, woodburner, picnic table, 

BBQ. Sleeps 6/7. Local produce available. 

£150-£425. Tel. 01271 850626.

MONGOLIA
Small personal jo u rn e ys  th ro ugh  an 

unspoilt and inspiring land. Tel. 01608 

811690. < www.panoramicjourneys.com>

COTTAGE IN  ALCONACLES
NP A n d a lu c ia , fro m  £ 1 2 0  p e r w e e k . 

View on < w w w .s p a in s o u th .c o m /lin d a > 

o r te l.  0 1 5 8 2  6 5 8 4 5 9 .

DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT
T h is  w e e ke n d . E n joy  th e  b e a u tifu l 

S u ffo lk  c o u n try s id e . E xp lo re  o u r  70 

ac re  o rg a n ic  fa rm . E x p e rie n c e  a 

th r iv in g  g re e n  c o m m u n ity . E a t d e li­

c ious  h o m e  p ro d u ce d  fo o d . S u p p o rt 

H IV  w o rk  in  A fr ic a . O ld H a ll 

C o m m u n ity  F u n d ra is in g  W e e ke n d  

£ 1 0 0  p e r  p e rs o n  fu l l  b o a rd  

F r id a y -S u n d a y  (y o u n g  c h ild re n  

fre e ).  A ll p ro fits  to  H IV  p ro je c t in 
S o u th  A frica . R ing R ichard  0 1 2 0 6  

2 9 8 9 6 6  o r  Joy 0 7 7 3  4 3 0  9 3 5 0 .

FLORENCE, ITALY
O ne s in g le  one d o u b le  p le a s a n t f la t,  

g a rd e n , close c ity  c e n tre . V e g e ta ria n  

n o n -s m o k e rs . M in im u m  one  w e e k , 
long p e rio d s  co n s id e re d . 

< c la ra .e re d e @ v irg ilio . it>

0 0 3 9  (0 )5 5  3 2 1 5 0 3 6

EDINBURGH - COUNTRY
N e w ly  co n v e rte d  cosy  s tu d io  f la t,  

lis ted  fa rm h o u s e  s e ttin g . S leeps 2 + 2 . 

Easy reach  H ig h la n d s , E d in b u rg h , 

G lasgow . Tel. 0 1 5 0 6  8 4 2 2 7 0 . 

< p & sroberts@ carribber.de m on .co .uk>

TRANQUILLITY IN  FRANCE
P ro fonde . Peacefu l, spac io us  house 

and g a rd e n  re fle c tin g  loca l la n d ­

scape . S le eps 6 /7 .  R e tre a t a m o n g s t 

w ild  r iv e rs ,  a n c ie n t g re e n  la n e s , 

m e d ie va l v illa g e s /to w n s . F rom  £ 2 0 0  

p e r w e e k . Tel. 0 1 3 7 3  4 6 1 1 6 1 . 

< w h il6 1 @ tis c a li.c o .u k >

SOUTH IN D IA
E n v iro n m e n ta l c e n tre  in Tam il Nadu 

w e lco m e s  v o lu n te e rs  to  h e lp  in n u rs ­
e ry  g a rd e n  and te a c h  E n glish  in local 

schoo l. A c c o m m o d a tio n  and m ea ls  

£ 4 5  p e r  w e e k . C u ltu ra l v is its

a rra n g e d . F u r th e r  d e ta ils  

< s te p h e n ja te rry @ h o tm a il,c o m >

LANGUEDOC
M as d e s  R o u g e o s , Bed a nd

B re a k fa s t  -  G u e s t H o u s e , in

m e d ie v a l v il la g e  S a in t P riv a t.

S e re n e , e n c h a n tin g , sp e c ia l. G ood 

fo o d  a nd  e x c e lle n t L a n g u e d o c w in e . 

Tel. C arol 00  33  (0 )4 6 7 4 4 7 3 0 9  o r  

e m a il < h ig h fie ld .c a ro la n n @ fre e . fr> 

< h ttp : / /m a s d e s ro u g e o s .f re e . fr .>

FARMHOUSE B&B
In  B e a u tifu l L a th k ill D a le , D e rb y s h ire  

Peak D is tr ic t.  O rg a n ic  fo o d . £ 2 5  

p .p .p .n . F u ll-b o a rd  a v a ila b le . S ta b le / 

g ra z in g  fo r  h o rse , g oo d  r id in g /w a lk ­

ing  c o u n try . Tel. 0 1 6 2 9  6 3 0 0 2 8 .

CUMBRIA
B e a u tifu lly  re s to re d  ru s tic  s a n d s to n e  

b a n k  ba rn  in id y llic  p e a ce fu l v illa g e  
in Eden va lle y , fo o t  o f  P enn ines, edge 

o f  Lakes. S e lf-c a te r in g . Id e a l a lso  fo r  

re tre a ts ,  w o rk s h o p s . A le x a n d e r  

T e c h n iq u e , m a s s a g e , m e d ita t io n  

a va ila b le . Tel: 0 1 7 6 8 3  6 1 5 0 9 . 

< w w w .e a s tg a te b a rn .c o m .>

GREECE
E xtend  y o u r  s u m m e r w ith  a fu lf il l in g  

a u tu m n  beach h o lid a y  th a t  p ro v id e s  

s o m e th in g  d e e p e r th a n  a su n ta n . 

T h e  P ilio n  C e n tre  fo r  H o lis t ic  

E d u c a tio n  &  C o m m u n ity  B u ild in g  

o f fe rs  w o rk s h o p s  (£ 2 5 0 ) ,  g u e s t 

w e e ks  (£ 1 7 5 ) ,  E co to u rism  (£ 1 5 0 ) ,  

W o rkca m p s  (£ 1 0 0 )  and s ta f f  t ra in e e - 

sh ip s  (£ 5 0 )  th ro u g h  m id -O c to b e r. 

B ro c h u re : 0 1 3 4 9  8 6 1 8 2 2  o r
< in fo @ k a lik a lo s .o rg .>

W e b s ite : < w w w .k a lik a lo s .o rg >

SCOTLAND
N e w ly  re n o v a te d  fa rm  c o tta g e  in 

lo w e r s lopes o f  D u n s in n a n e  H ill in 

b e a u tifu l ru ra l P e rth sh ire . W o o d b u rn - 

ing  s to ve , g am es b a rn , b ird w a tc h in g . 

S leeps 4 . No dogs.

Tel. 0 1 3 1  5 5 6 8 0 8 1 .

WEST COAST OF SCOTLAND
In  th e  m id s t o f  h is to r ic  K ilm a rtin  

G len, s to n e  b u il t  s e lf-c a te r in g  c o t­

ta g e . S leeps 4 , f ro m  £ 2 0 0  p.w .

Tel. 0 1 5 4 6  6 0 2 4 6 1 . 
< s a lly .w ilk in @ v irg in .n e t>

MISCELLANEOUS

FIRST IMPRESSIONS COUNT
Proofreading and copy-editing by a m em­

ber of the Resurgence editorial team. 

Fast, efficient, reliable, friendly service. 

Helen Banks.

Tel. 01726 823988.

Email: <neshaver@ gn,apc.org>

w w w .g a ia n f o s s .c o .uk
H olis tic  e a rth , h o lis tic  address.

WORLD RELIGION
N ew  a ge  s o c ia l/d is c u s s io n  g ro u p s  

b e in g  fo rm e d  in  M a n c h e s te r  & 
B la ckp o o l. D e ta ils  fro m  John 0 1 2 5 3  

6 2 6 2 6 8  o r  v is it  < w w w .o rb its o c .o rg >

THE GREAT TURNING TIMES
F ree  q u a r te r ly  e m a il n e w s le t te r  

a b o u t  T h e  G re a t T u rn in g , D e ep  

E co logy, E co p sych o lo g y  and re la te d  

a reas  in th e  UK. To su b sc rib e  em a il 

C h ris  J o h n s to n e  a t 

< d re a m b e a t@ ta n tra w e b .c o .u k >

LOVELY
W ell e d u c a te d , fe m a le ,  a m . 

a u th o r / jo u rn a lis t .  A v a ila b le  fo r  c o m ­

p a n io n s h ip , c a re g iv in g , h o u s e s itt in g , 

b e g in n in g  S e p t. La d ie s  o n ly . 

< le a h ire la n d @ e a r th lin k .n e t>

PROPERTY FOR SALE

IRELAND
Co. C lare  and  s u rro u n d in g  a re a s; 

fa rm h o u s e s , c o tta g e s , s m a llh o ld in g s  

e tc ., in b e a u tifu l u n s p o ilt  c o u n try ­

s ide . S o m e w ith in  reach o f  S te in e r  

school. G reenvalley Properties.

Tel. 00 353 6192 1498.

< w w w .g v p . ie >

ECO-DWELLING FOR SALE
S o la r/w in d  elec. w e ll,  g a rd e n , m a g ­

n if ic e n t  v ie w s , to ta l s e c lu s io n . 

A d d itio n a l b u ild in g  s leep s 12 : 6 5 0 ft. 

a lt.  3 m ile s  to  co a st. Good access. 

D e ta ils  J u d ith  H o a d , In v e r, Co. 

D o n e g a l, Ire la n d . Tel. 0 0 3 5 3  (0 )7 4  

9 7 3 6 4 0 6 .

WEST WALES
3 bed lo v in g ly  re n o v a te d  W elsh c o t­

ta g e . Large fa rm h o u s e  k itc h e n . 2 5 ' 

liv in g  ro o m . S tu d y /d in in g  ro o m . 

L a rg e  s o u th  fa c in g  p o rc h . 

C o n se rva to ry . S ta b le  fu lly  co n v e rte d  

in to  a r t is ts  s tu d io  p lus  2 7 ' X 12 ' 

w o rk s h o p /s to re /to ile t.  2 La rge  a nd  1 

sm a ll p o ly tu n n e ls , 3 2 ' X 19', 2 2 ' X 

1 4 ' and 1 0 ' X 10'. O rch a rd  and 

w ild life  p on d  a ll s e t in 1 .5  acres  w ith  

m a g n if ic e n t v ie w s . A sk in g  p rice  

£ 3 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  P h one  0 1 5 5 9  3 7 0 6 5 0  

< p c o v ie llo @ ffy n n o n fa c h .f9 .c o .u k >

RETREAT CENTRE FOR SALE
w e s t o f Ire la n d : b e a u tifu l re tre a t 

c e n tre  in Co. C lare . Price: c irca . 
£ 4 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  F or d e ta ils  see 

< w w w . s u n y a t a c e n t r e . c o m > 

< h t tp : / /w w w .s u n y a ta c e n t r e .c o m > . 
For e n q u irie s  c o n ta c t G ree n  V a lley  

P ro p e rt ie s  0 0 3 5 3  6 1 9 2  1 4 9 8 ;

< w w w .g v p .ie > < h t tp : / /w w w .g v p . ie >

NORTH ABERDEENSHIRE
N o rth  A b e rd e e n sh ire . Rural 5 l/2 a c r e  

sm a llh o ld in g , o rg a n ica lly  m anage d  16 

years . P rodu ctive  ve g e ta b le  garden s, 

s h e lte r  b e lts , p o n d , p o ly tu n n e l,  

o rchard . 3 bed roo m  house w ith  so la r 

w a te r  h e a tin g , w o o d b u rn in g  s toves 

a nd  g re a t c h a rm . O ffe rs  o v e r 

£ 1 4 0 ,0 0 0
te l. 0 84 5  4 5 6  1201.

WANTED

LARGE HOUSE
SE London (D u lw ich , Forest H ill) o r 

O xfo rd  area and like  m in d e d -p e o p le  

to  share . Tel. 0 7 9 7 0  188 193,
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D I S P L A Y  A D V E R T I S I N G  R A T E S  plus v a t

SIZE STANDARD PREMIUM*

Single box £80 £90

Double box £160 £180

1/4 page £240 £270

1/3 page £320 £360

1/2 page £480 £540

2/3 page £640 £720

Full page £960 £1080

Plus an extra £10 per advertisement if it needs typesetting 
Plus 15% for colour
♦Centre spread and inside back cover

Send your copy with PO/cheque/card detailsto: 
Gwydion Batten,
Resurgence Advertising,
Ford House, Hartland, Bideford, Devon EX39 6EE.

Tel: 01237 441293 Fax: 01237 441203 
Email: advert@ resurgence.org

Logos and images need to be supplied @ 
300dpi.

3 0 %  d is c o u n t  for any advert booked in 
three or more consecutive issues.

FR EE  advertiser's copy with box ads. 
I n s e r t s  (by arrangem ent only):
7,500 at £60 /1000 +VAT standard rate or 
£45 /1000 + VAT charity rate.

A y A  J V a t u r a l  

v  ^  F V i e n d s
Britain’s best introduction agency for 

environmentally-friendly 
spiritual thinkers

★ 100% non-smokers ★

★ F R E E  B R O C H U R E  ★
N A T U R A L  F R I E N D S  (R E S ) ,

15, B e n y o n  G a r d e n s ,  C u lf o r d ,
B u r y  S t . E d m u n d s ,  S u f f o lk  IP 2 8  6 E A  

ln f o @ n a tu r a l- f r ie n d s . c o .u k

0 8 0 0  281 9 3 3
w w w .natural-friends.com

JILL PURCE
HEALING VOICE 

WORKSHOPS
Rediscover the ancient 
power of group chant

Magical Voice Techniques 
Mongolian Overtone Chanting 

Mantra & Sonic Meditations
INNER SOUND AND VOICE WEEKENDS-LONDON 

Sept 25-26, O ct 30-31, Dec 4-5 

RITUAL & RESONANCE - HEALING THE FAMILY
Nov 20-21, Dec 11-12

WEEK INTENSIVE - LO N D O N  O ct 30-Nov 5 

VOICE OF SHAMANISM Nov 19, Dec 10

www.healingvoice.com s  (0 2 0) 7 4 3 5  2 4 6 7

The Scottish School of Herbal Medicine

Alexander Stephen House, 20/91 Holmfauld Road, Glasgow G51 4RY 
tel: 0141 445 2500 web: www.herbalmedicine.org.uk

We offer courses in Herbal Medicine. 
BSc(Hons) Degree and Masters MSc 

also introductory correspondence courses. 

For details on courses, events and more please contact the School

Start your own 
health business.L8!

v Jfc Over 250 home-study courses including: 
S  Com plem entary  Therapies •  N u tr i t ion  

A  ■  Health  Care  •  Yoga •  Beauty Therapies 
■ Counsell ing •  M in d ,  Body, Spirit 
I  Sport  &  Fitness •  Stress M a n a g em e n t  

F .  For a full prospectus:
"  FREEPHONE

0 8 0 0  7 3 1 9 2 7 1  NOW
W rite  to:
D e p t  R E ,  F R E E P O S T  BSY G R O U P  
(no stamp or  further address required)
O r  e m a i l :  r e @ b s y g r o u p . c o . u k

[ - >  O  \ /  G R O U P
■ _ >  I  E s ta b lis h e d  1946

A l l

b o o k s

featured in Resurgence may be 
obtained from the 

Schumacher Book Servicei, 

now managed by Green Spirit Books 
(Alan Shephard), 14 Beckford Close, 

Warminster BA12 9LW 
(01985 215679)

www.greenspirit. org. uk/books 
e-mail: aian@gsbooks.org.uk

Denny Andrews
Com fortab le  clothes from India 

handblocked prints and  ikat o r  khadi weaves 
tie  and dye bandhin i  work and bedspreads,  

throws and tablecloths 
Send 60p in stamps for catalogue 

C L O C K  H O USE 
C O L E S H IL L  

NR. SW INDON SN6 7TP 
www.dennyandrews.co.uk
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R E S U R G E N C E

C L A S S I F I E D S
A D V E R T I S I N G

COPY DATES
Issue 227 Nov/D ec -1st Sept 
Issue 228 Jan/Feb -1st N ov
Issue 229 M ar/A pr -2nd Jan
Issue 230 May/Jun -1st Mar
Issue 23 I Jul/Aug -1st May

Please in c lu d e  m y a d v e r t in th e  n e x t 

o n e  J  th re e  □  issues* o f  Resurgence.

A D V E R T .................................................................

* Please tick as appropriate

Please place under the following 
section:

Accommodation □  To Let □  

Property f/Sale □  For Sale □  

Courses □  Communities □

Holidays □  Miscellaneous □

Wanted □  Situations Vac □

Please debit my Card No

Expiry d a te ................................................

I enclose a cheque G  
(made payable to  Resurgence)

Name.....................................................................

Address.................................................................

................................. Postcode..............................

Tel no.....................................................................

E -m ail....................................................................

Please remind me when my advert expires: 

Yes □  N o G

A dverts cost £1.00 per w ord  (inc.VAT).
There is 30% discount fo r  advertising in three 
o r m ore issues. Payment must be received 
before placement o f firs t advert.

SKI H A R R I S O N  1964-2004 
a p h o t o g ra p h e r 's  jo u r n e y

18 September to  13 N ovem ber 2004

Royal A lbert M em orial Museum 
& Art Gallery aA c O O
Queen Street Exeter EX4 3RX A J x k x A
«  01392 665858

The exhibition ends 13 November 2004 
www.exeter.gov. uk/museums

Drink purer

Cut down on plastic bottles 

water on tap in your home

This five-stage filtration system uses a unique 
reverse osmosis process to remove unwanted 
chemicals, hormones and viruses from water!

Easily installed under your sink.

Turn on your tap and get H2O, nothing else!

£376 incl VAT, installation kit and filters.

Email info@lahfenn.co.uk or call 020 7502 0713

a  n e w  k in d  o f  r a d i o  s t a t i o n

health 
environment 

world music

sars news crystals emissions flu rain forests vegan 
magnets aids interviews landfill mmr gm homeop 

st feeding angels floods nip features rain forestsea

more info at w w w .passion forthep lanet.com

o n  a ir  s o o n

S a t is h  K u m a r
R e s u r g e n c e  N o . 2 2 6  S e p t e m b e r /O c to b e r  2 0 0 4  7 5



R e s u r g e n c e

& SCIENTIFIC AND MEDICAL NETWORK 
ESSAY COMPETITION 2 0 0 4

F i r s t  P r i z e :  . £ 1 , 0 0 0  S e c o n d / T h i r d  P r i z e s :  , £ 2 5 0  e a c h

Essays are invited on the theme of

‘Consciousness and Spirituality: 
widening the scientific perspective’
C l o s i n g  D a t e :  3 1 s t  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 4

In  assessing each essay the ju d g e s  will con sider both  its quality o f  exposition  and its potential 
con tribu tion , i f  published, to fu rth erin g  hum an w isdom  in relation to the topic.

For further details write to:
R esurgence, Ford H ou se, H artland, B id eford , D evon  E X 39 6EE
O r visit < w w w .resurgence.org>  o r  em ail < jon a th a n .ro b in so n @ th e -h u b .n e t>

B R I S T O L  S c h u m a c h e r  L e c t u r e s  2 0 0 4

SPIRIT NATURE, MATTER
S a t  3 0  O c t  2 0 0 4 ,  1 0 a m - 5 p m  
T h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  a n d  C o m m o n w e a l t h  M u s e u m ,  B r i s t o l  T e m p l e  M e a d s  t r a i n  s t a t i o n

S A T I S H  K U M A R  S c h u m a c h e r  UK P r e s i d e n t
EV ER Y D A Y  SPIRITUALITY - I n t e g r a t i n g  E c o l o g y ,  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  &  S p i r i t u a l i t y

M I R I A M  M C G I L L I S  D o m i n i c a n  S is te r
N E W  C O S M O L O G Y  - R e v e a l i n g  t h e  S o u l  o f  N a t u r e

C H R I S T O P H E R  A L E X A N D E R  e c o  A r c h i t e c t  
SU S T A IN A B IL IT Y  A N D  M O R P H O G E N E S I S  
A  N e w  V i e w  o f  a  L iv in g  W o r l d

T ic k e ts :  s i n g l e  £ 2 5 ,  c o n s  £ 2 0 ,  m e m b e r s  £ 1 5 ,  l u n c h  £ 7
FFI c o n t a c t :  Y o l a n d a  P o t ,  S c h u m a c h e r  U K ,  C R E A T E  E n v i r o n m e n t  C e n t r e ,  S m e a t o n  R o a d ,  B r is to l ,  BS1 6 X N ,  U K  
T / F  0 1 1 7  9 0 3 1 0 8 1  E a d m i n @ s c h u m a c h e r . o r g . u k  W  w w w . s c h u m a c h e r . o r g . u k
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In the Heart of the 
Yorkshire Dales

W H O S E  FOREST IS 
IT A N Y W A Y ?
14th-18th Feb £173
A  c o u rs e  in  th e  o p e n  a i r  le a rn in g  

th e  a n c ie n t  a r t  o f  c h a rc o a l-  

m a k in g .  p la n t in g  t re e s  a n d  

e x p lo r in g  is s u e s  o f  g lo b a l 

d e fo re s ta t io n  a n d  s u s ta in a b il ity .

F L O W IN G  A IR  A N D  
Q U IE T  EARTH
W O R K IN G  WITH CLAY,
LENT RETREAT.
7th-11th Mar £180
B re a th e ,  c o n te m p la te ,  c re a te .

A  c la y  w o rk s h o p  e n a b lin g  a n  

e x p lo ra t io n  o f  th e  L e n te n  jo u rn e y .

PO ETR Y F O R  
THE S O U L  
WEEKEND RETREAT. 
11th-13th Mar £98
S h a re  in  p o e try  a n d  d is c o v e r  

l ig h t  fo r  l i fe 's  jo u r n e y  

L e d  b y  B a rb a ra  V e lla c o tt  a n d  

R o b e r t  C o oper.

J
\

DUST SOME OF THE EVENTS ON OFFER AT SCARGILL

Scargill

F or a fu l l  p ro g ra m m e  o r  to m a k e  a b o o k in g  p le a se  con tac t 

S c a rg ill. K e ttle w e ll. S k ip ton . N o rth  Y o rksh ire  BD23 5HU 

Tel: (01756) 760236 Fax: (01756) 760699

E -m a il: b o o k in g s@ sca rg illh o u se .co .u k  w w w .s c a rg illh o u s e .c o .u k  Reg. charity no: 228031
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON JOINING THE SCARGILL COMMUNITY PLEASE CONTACT US

N e w  D im e n s io n s  W o r l d  
B r o a d c a s t i n g  N e t w o r k  

p r e s e n t s

The M onticello Dialogues
W i l l i a m  M c D o n o u g h  in  

D i a l o g u e  w i t h  M ic h a e l  T o m s

F r o m  t h e  l i n e a g e  o f  T h o m a s  
J e f f e r s o n  a n d  B u c k m i n s t e r  F u l l e r  
e m e r g e s  a n o t h e r  b r i l l i a n t  p r o p h e t  
o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e .  A r c h i t e c t  W i l l i a m  
M c D o n o u g h  i s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  b a n n e r  
o f  “ a n t i c i p a t o r y  d e s i g n  s c i e n c e ”  t o  
t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  h e  i s  w a v i n g  i t  
i n  t h e  b o a r d r o o m s  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  
l a r g e s t  g l o b a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s .

O n l i n e  a t :  w w w . n e w d i m e n s i o n s . o r g  
E m a i l :  o r d e r s @ n e w d i m e n s i o n s . o r g  
C a l l :  1 - 8 0 0 - 9 3 5 - 8 2 7 3  •  7 0 7 - 4 6 8 - 5 2 1 5
(AVAILABLE ON COMPACT DISC OR AUDIOCASSETTE)

6-PART SERIES, 6 HOURS $39.95 
U . S . A .  i n c l u d e  $ 7 . 0 0  S & H

( O u t s i d e  N o .  A m e r i c a  i n c l u d e  $ 2 2 . 0 0  S & H )  
AH  m a j o r  c r e d i t  c a r d s  a c c e p t e d .

N e w  D im e n s io n s

W o r l d  B r o a d c a s t in g  N e t w o r k 1

P .O .B o x S 6 9 ,V k ia l t ,C A  9 5 4  8 2

m  New  Dimensions World Broadcasting Network*
PRESENTS

M eet the a rtis ts

D iscover exciting new work, 
fresh  ideas and over 8 0  a rtis ts  
bursting w ith ta le n t S. energy

Book tic k e ts  online. Avoid q u e u e s . 

w w w .in sp ired artfair.o o m  T icket hotline: 0 8 7 0  7 3 0  1 4 0 1 INSPIRED ART FAIR 2 0 0 4

Nov 1 7 t h - 2 1  s t  2 0 0 4

W e d s  1 0 . 0 0 a m - 6 .0 0 p m

T h u rs  1 0 . 0 0 a m - 7 .0 0 p m

Friday late  n ight sh o p p in g  1 0 . 0 0 a m - 1 0 . 0 0 p m

S a t  1 0 . 0 0 a m - 7 .0 0 p m

Sun 1 0 . 0 0 a m - 7 .0 0 p m

9 1  Old T ru m an  B re w ery  Brick lan e, London E1

R e s u r g e n c e  N o . 2 2 6  S e p te m b e r /O c to b e r  2 0 0 4  7 7
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A new survey* has shown that, of the 62 ethical funds with a five-year record, 
no fewer than 31 are in the top two quartiles of th e ir sector.

That's above average against mainly non-ethical funds! Only three ethical funds are in the 
fourth quartile of the ir sector, which prompts the survey to say the record of ethical funds 

“ trounces th e ir non-ethical peers”  over the five-year period.

It's not news to us! Over 17 years of ethical investment advice 
has acquainted us with many surveys, none of which suggest ethical funds 

under-perform the market in the medium to long term.

Find out more by calling us (24 hours) on Freefone 0800 328 6818, clip the coupon 
or visit us at www.barchestergreen.co.uk

ill as w ell as rise and 
fcfprthe future. 
j lR ^ 0 2  edition.I 
f fB M b id e n t financial

W a k e  u p  t o  E t h i c a l  I n v e s t m e n t !

To: Barchester Green Investment, Freepost, 
45-49 Catherine Street, Salisbury, SP1 2UR 
Please send your FREE brochure.
Name:__________________________________
Address:

e-mail:

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P L Y M O U T H

New MA in Global Education

S tudy  th e  th e o ry  and practice o f  g lobal education, 

in c lu d in g  citizensh ip , deve lopm ent, env ironm enta l 

and hum ane edu ca tio n , hum an rig h ts  and peace 

edu ca tio n  and edu ca tio n  fo r  social ju s tice  and 

susta inab ility .

s ' 1 E R D
Please see th e  w ebsite  o r 

c o n ta c t Professor David Selby 

o r Postgraduate Adm issions on:

T: + 4 4  (0)1395 255478 

E: m aste rs.educa tion@ plym outh .ac.u k 

w w w .p ly m o u th .a c .u k /g lo b a le d u e a tio n

THE
COLLEGE OF PHYTOTHERAPY

O ffers
D ista n ce  L ea rn in g  C o u rses in  

H erbal M ed ic in e
B S c  ( H o n s )  H e r b a l  M e d i c i n e  
P o s t g r a d u a t e  D i p l o m a  /  M S c

C a ll 01424 776280

email:  ja n e@ a D l leg eo fp h y to th er a p y .c om  
w ebs ite :  w w w .c o l le g e o fp h y to th e ra p y .c o m

R e s u r g e n c e p r e s e n ts

T h e  B e a u t y  o f  C r a f t
LAUNCH OFTHE

R E S U R G E N C E  C R A F T  B O O K

2 3  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 4  w ith

John Makepeace,
furniture maker and designer 
Sandy Brown, 
ceramicist and writer 
Maya Kumar Mitchell, philosopher and writer, and 
Satish Kumar, Editor of Resurgence
6 . 3 0 p m  S t e p h e n  L a c e y  G a l l e r y ,  I C r a w f o r d  P a s s a g e ,  R a y  S t r e e t ,  
L o n d o n  E C I R  3 D R  
£  10  ( i n c l u d i n g  w i n e )  o n  t h e  d o o r

RSVP and inquiries to Peter Lang,
London Representative for R esu rgen ce  
0208 809 2391 < peterlang@resurgence.org>
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f o f  e c o l i t e r a c y
Dedicated to Education for Sustainability

2 0 0 5  S E M I N A R  P R O G R A M

E d u c a t io n  f o r  S u s t a in a b i l i t y

Explore a systems approach to  education 
w ith Center fo r Ecoliteracy founding 
directors Fritjo f Capra and Zenobia Barlow 
and a ne tw ork o f innovative educators.
Visit exemplary programs featuring gardens, 
watersheds, habitat restoration and 
environmental justice in urban, rural and 
suburban communities in the Bay Area o f 
Northern California.

R e t h in k in g  S c h o o l  L u n c h

Join educators, food service professionals 
and food systems activists from  farm to  
school projects in a growing movement 
that is emerging to  transform school lunch 
into a vibrant expression o f education fo r 
sustainability. Rethinking School Lunch 
restores the connection o f farms to  schools, 
meals to  culture and health to  the 
environment.

To learn m ore about 2005 seminars and 
additional Rethinking School Lunch 
resources, a W eb guide and essays by 
influential thinkers, please visit:

w w w . e c o l i t e r a c y . o r g
email: info@ecoliteracy.org

The Hamblin Trust and Spiritual Sanctuary
dedicated to enriching people’s lives through positive thinking

The Hamblin Trust is a registered charity continuing the spiritual message and vision of 
Henry Thomas Hamblin: that if we live in the Divine Consciousness, then our whole outer 
lives will change to reflect that Consciousness.

The Trust publishes the bi-monthly magazine “New Vision” which has a broad multi-faith 
perspective featuring articles on mythology, the environment, philosophy and theology. 
The Trust runs a varied programme of events including monthly talks, monthly meditations 
and regular workshops.

To receive a copy of New Vision magazine and a programme of events please send £2.00.
Please contact us for further details 

The H a m b lin  T ru s t, B o sh a m  H ouse , M a in Road, B o sh a m , N r C h ich e s te r, P 0 1 8  8PJ

Te l: 01243 572109 

em a il: o ff ic e @ th e h a m b lin v is io n .o rg .u k  
W e b s ite : w w w .th e h a m b lin v is io n .o rq .u k

Hum an Scale  Education 

and The C entre for Sustainable  Energy
H OW  G REEN  IS Y O U R  SC H O O L 
Putting environmental sustainability 

into practice.

One day workshop 
With Mark Letcher &  Fiona Carnie 

Tuesday 12 O ctober 2004 

At the CREATE Centre, Bristol. 10.00 - 16.30 

The W orkshop is for teachers, students, 
governors and any other m em ber o f  the 

school com m unity 

£50 or £20 for school students 

Details from  Human Scale Education.
Tel 01275 332516. Email: in fo@ hse.org .uk  

www.hse.org.uk
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  T e l /F a x  0 1 2 7 5  3 3 2 5 1 6  

o r  \ i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  w w t . h s e . o r g . u k

MHNINGRIDH BURIRL POLES 
LORRKON

10 September - 9 October 2004 
Gallery hours:

Monday to Saturday,

10-6pm or by appointment

REBECCA HOSSRCK GRLLERV
incorporating Charlotte Street Gallery 

35 UJINDMILL STREET, FITZROUIR, 
LONDON, LU1T 2JS 

T. 020 7436 4899 F. 020 7323 31 82 
E. rebecca@ r-h-g.co.uk 

UJ. im u w .r-h -g .co.uk

e c o Y o g a  w o r k s h o p
9 t h  -  l o t h  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 4 -

t h e  Y o c j a  C e n t r e ,  E d i n b u r g h .  
0 1 3 1  2 2 1  9 6 9 7  

w w w . e c o y o g a . o r g

K I T C H E N  
R I T U A L

‘F T r « t  k n o w  f o o d  

r e v i v e  y o u r *  p a la t e  s u s t a i n  t i r e  p l a n e t

r i t e *  o f  p a s s a g e  f e a s t s  
s p e c ia l  c e l e b r a t i o n s  

f o o d - a s - c u r e  
c o o k e r y  w o r k s h o p *  
c o o k in g  r e s i d e  n c i e *

n a t u r a l l y  g r o w n  p r o d u c e  
f r e s h l y  c o o k e d  s i m p l y  s e a s o n e d  

u s i n g  u n r e f i n e d  c o n d i m e n t *  
d e le c T a to le  m e n u *  p r e s e n t e d  

w i t l r  c o l o u r f u l  r e v e r e n c e

s e a s o n a l  e c o lo g ic a l  f a i r t r a d e

c o n t a c t  
M i c h e  F a b r e  L e w i n

t e l .  + 4 4  < 0 >  1 8 6 5  5 1 1 0 5 8  
m o b i l e  0 7 7 3  4 0 4  9 4 0 7
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100% solar pumped solar hot water systems

s o l a r t w i n  . c o m  iff]

■ 100%  s o la r  e le c t r ic  p u m p
■ S im p le  to  in s t a l l - j o in s  e x is t in g  p ip e s
■ U s e s  n o  a n t if r e e z e  c h e m ic a ls
■ 5 -y e a r  p e r fo rm a n c e  w a r ra n ty

F itte d  in a  day, fro m  £ 2 6 9 9
(usual 'grant eligible' price, inc. UK mainland del. inc. 5% VAT)
S e lf- in s ta ll k its , ju s t  £ 1 8 9 9
(inc. 17.5% VAT, excluding delivery)

GRANTS now available!
£400 off the cost of an installation, 30% in So

GENUINELY SUSTAINABLE
R e c y c l e d  P a p e r  S u p p l i e sV I J V i ,

Residential one-w eek  
program m es, exploring the 
unique way every individual 
m eets the changes intrinsic 

to  tile aging process.

T he setting is a beautiful C 1 8  villa 
in the province o f  L ucca, Italy.

M ary Campbell, C.P.68, 
Fornaci di Barga,

55052 Lucca, Italy 
Tel: (0 039 ) 0583 723559

p a p e r  •  e n v e lo p e s  •  

c a rd s  •  re -u s e  la b e ls  •  

o f f ic e  p a p e r  &  s u p p lie s  

•  c r a f t  &  c a rd -m a k in g  

m a te r ia ls  •  a n d  m ore !

Range o f  paper, card  &  
e n v e lo p e  sa m p le  packs 
ava ilab le  fro m  £5.95

secure o n -lin e  o rde rin g  
+ p e rso n a l service  
download a catalogue
or phone 01676 533832

Recycled Paper Supplies
Dept R, Gate Farm, Fen End, Kenilworth CV8 1NW

o rde r on-line : www.recycled-paper.co.uk

24 hour brochure line

0 8 4 5  1 3 0 0  1 3 7

h o m e
s h o w  1 6 -
3 rd _ 5 th September 2004

Business Design Centre, 
London N1

I N T E R I O R S  a  

i S T  h o u s e h o l d  i S i

B U I L D I N G  • D I Y  

E N E R G Y  S A V I N G  

I N T E R I O R S  

H O U S E H O L D  

G A R D E N • O U T D O O R  

H E A L T H  

2-for-l Ticket O ffer: 

Register Now!

www.ecohomeshow.com
01920 463645 /  465292 

in fo @ e c o h o m e s h o w .c o m

Organised by : Eco Home Events Ltd.
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-X o  m
T h e  E t h i c a l  I n v e s tm e n t  C o - o p e r a t iv e  L td  

is  r e g u la t e d  b y  t h e  F in a n c ia l  S e r v i c e s  A u t h o r i t y
Qj * Mortgages are not regulated by the FSA

T/it E thical  ▲  
I n v e s t m e n t

co-operative

<tP
investing for a better future 

F o r  i m p a r t i a l  e t h i c a l  a n d  f a i r  
a d v i c e  f o r  

a l l  y o u r  i n v e s t m e n t ,  p e n s i o n  a n d  
m o r t g a g e *  a r r a n g e m e n t s  

c o n t a c t :

www.stillness.co.uk

D u n c t o n  M i l l  - a  c e n t r e  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e

Set in 3000 acres, on a site of “outstanding natural beauty,” 
‘Getting in Touch' Duncton Mill, in the South Downs, is possibly the venue for

small residential courses in the South of England.

The centre is an hour from Heathrow, 45 mins from Gatwick 
and about one hour from London by car. It offers fully 
catered accommodation for up to 20.

Very suitable for body-work, art courses, yoga, group work 
and seminars of ali kinds..

For details e-mail mboxhall@stillness.co.uk or phone 
Mike on 01243 775157. Now booking for Oct 2004
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B I J A
VIDYAPEETH
School of the Seed 

India

INTERNATIONAL 
COLLEGE FOR 

SUSTAINABLE LIVING
Bija Vidyapeeth offers an 

opportunity to explore and 
practise the art and science of 
sustainability and diversity, in 
the peaceful setting of the 
Doon Valley, North India

Fo rthcom ing C ourses

S E P T E M B E R  1 - 7

F a i r T r a d e a n d  F a i r W e a l t h
Wolfgang Sachs and 

Vandana Shiva

O C T O B E R  1 - 1 4

S u s t a i n a b l e  A g r i c u l t u r e
Carlo Petrini and Vandana Shiva

D E C E M B E R  1 - 1 4

G a n d h i  a n d  

G l o b a l i s a t i o n
Satish Kumar and Vandana Shiva

F o r  f e e s  a n d  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n :  
M a y a  Jani, D i r e c to r ;  Bija V i d y a p e e t h ,  

A - 6 0  H a u z  Khas,
N e w  D e lh i  - I 10 0 1 6 ,  India.

Tel: ( 0 0  9 1 )  I i 6 9 6  8 0 7 7 / 6 8 5  3 7 7 2  
Fax: ( 0 0  9 1) I I 6 8 5  6 7 9 5 .

Email  < b i j a v i d y a p e e t h @ v s n l .n e t >  
< w w w . b i j a v i d y a p e e t h . o r g >

O r g a n i c  F o o d ,  V i t a l i t y  &  H e a l t h  
T a s t e  i t . . . F e e l  i t . . . L i v e  i t . . .

OPEN DAY
S E P T E M B E R  1 0 th 2 0 0 4

Admission: Free
Contact: Daphne Lambert 

Green Cuisine, Penrhos Court. Kington. Herefordshire, 
HR5 3LH. Tel: 01544 230720 

info@greencuisine.org
www.greencuisine.org

■ i -

HOW YOU REALLY CAN
• drink pure water
• anywhere
• for the rest of your life

A ND S A V E  £ 10 0 0 +
F luoride  F ilte r A va ilab le

www.simplywater.com
Simply Water Ltd.,

P.O.Box 164,
FREEPOST 

Liverpool L15 4PU 
Tel: 0151 475 5589 Fax: 0151 735 0041. 

E-mail: info@simplywater.com

Human Insight, passion and 
Ecology skills for a real change

Integrate insights into ecology, society 
and self. Learn how to apply your 
passion to be most effective.
Develop change skills for sustainability, 

MSc in ecological and social justice.
Human Ecology' Options range from Conservation of 

validated by Biodiversity to Spiritual Activism.THE OPEN UNIVERSITY
Weekend schools and home study.
One year full time, two years part time. 
MSc, Postgrad Diploma, Postgrad 
Certificate, and Short Course options.

12 Roseneath Place, Edinburgh EH9 1JB 
Scotland T: 0131 624 1974 f: 0131 228 9630 E: courses@che.ac.uk 
See www.che.ac.uk for full details.

R e s u r g e n c e  p r e s e n t s

P E O P L E  P L A N E T  
a n d  P O L IT IC S

I s  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  

c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ?

SPEAKERS INCLUDE

M ic h a e l  M e a c h e r ,
form er Minister for the Environment

S a t i s h  K u m a r

Editor of Resurgence

N O V E M B E R  1 7  2 0 0 4
7pm Hampstead Old Town Hall, 213 Haverstock Hill, 

Hampstead NW3 4QP

Admission: £7.00 
RSVP and enquiries to Peter Lang, London Representative for Resurgence 

<peterlang@resurgence.org> Tel: 0208 809 2391

Greyhayes St Breward Cornwall PL30 4LP 01 208 850670 
TimHutton@btconnect com www yurtworks co uk

YURT WORKS
T i m  H u t t o n

P i n e l y  m a d e  K y r g y z  o t y l e  y u r t a  
Corniiib yurt holiday# & rental
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"Schumacher College 
represents the near total 
integration of Fritz 
Schumacher’s ideal of 
Right Livelihood."

W e s  J a c k s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
T h e  L a n d  I n s t i t u t e ,  a u t h o r  o f  
B e c o m i n g  N a t i v e  t o  t h i s  P l a c e .

C ourse  p a r t ic ip a n ts  e x p lo r in g  D a r tm o o r  tors.

Upcoming courses include:
SEPT 19-24, Poetry on Paper: C reative W ritin g  and  B ook A rt
2004 Alice Oswald & Paul Johnson

SHORT IS BEAUTIFUL?
The College is aware th a t it is d iff ic u lt fo r  
m any people to  take  th ree  weeks o u t o f 
th e ir lives to  a ttend one o f o u r regular 
courses. In recent years, ou r five -day  
Business & S usta inab ility  and Roots o f  
Learn ing  courses have been very 
successful. W e are now  o ffe rin g  a w id e r 
selection o f short courses in o u r 2 0 0 4 /5  
program m e, in add ition  to  those in tended 
fo r  business people and educationalists.
In September, aw a rd -w in n in g  local poet 
Alice O sw ald teams up w ith  book artist 
Paul Johnson fo r  a course w h ich  
com bines experiencing and w rit in g  abou t 
the beauty o f the  D a rting ton  Hall Estate 
w ith  p roducing  unusual handm ade books 
in w h ich  to  record the  experiences. In 
June, w rite r and broadcaster Roger Deakin w ill take partic ipants on exp lorations o f 
the  w oods and w a te r o f D artm oor, and run im ag ina tive  w rit in g  w orkshops around 
these themes. For those w ith  an in terest in new  approaches to  science, our course 
in April features th e  insp iring com b ina tion  o f Janine Benyus and Rupert Sheldrake 
look ing  a t patterns and mysteries found  in the  natural w orld . A nd if you r diary 
could perm it a tw o -w e e k  stay, there is the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  re flect on how  w e relate

to  the  natural w o rld  in the  com pany o f 
p rim a to log is t Jane Goodall, ecophilosopher Kate 
Rawles and eco logist Stephan H arding. Dates 
and fu rth e r details are available on our website 
or by con tacting  the College directly.

Jane G o o d a ll o n  a re c e n t v is it  to  th e  C ollege.

OCT 3-22, 
2004

H olis tic  Science, Brian Goodwin, Stephan Harding, 
Francoise Wemeisfelder, Craig Holdrege & Arthur Zajonc

OCT 24-29, Roots o f  Learning: Transformative Learning
2004 Ed O'Sullivan

NOV 7-26, Future Sense,
2004 Mary Midgley, Jules Cashford, Anne Baring & John Lash

JAN 9-28, Reclaim ing the W orld: Culture and Em powerm ent
2005 in  a G lobalized Age, Winona LaDuke, Jerry Mander

& Vandana Shiva

JAN 30-FEB 18, H ea lthy  People, H ea lthy  P lanet: H o lis tic  Perspectives
2005 on H ea lth  Patch Adams, Mira Shiva, Deepak Chopra

& Simon Mills

"Possibly one of the most formative 
three weeks of my life... You should 
be proud of what you have created."

G r a h a m  P r e s t o n ,  U K ,  c o u r s e  p a r t i c i p a n t

MSc IN HOLISTIC SCIENCE
This one-year fu ll-tim e course uses various 

methodologies to  explore the dynamics o f whole 
systems, from  individual organisms to  

organisations and from  ecosystems to the Earth. 
Principal teachers include biologist Brian Goodwin, 
author o f H ow  the Leopard Changed its Spots, 

and Gaia theory expert Stephan Harding.

For further details please contact: The Administrator, Schumacher College, The Old Postern, Dartington, Totnes,
Devon TQ9 6EA, UK e-mail: admin@schumachercollege.org.uk Tel +44 (0)1803 865934 Fax +44 (0)1803 866899 Or visit our website:

www.schumachercollege.org.uk
On our website you can find the fu ll text o f the College prospectus, current course programme, and application form. Additional material such as student profiles, 

articles o f related interest and scholarship details is also available. A department of The Dartington Hall Trust, a registered charity. 279756



T H E  O R D E R  O F  T H E  C R O S S

W  T h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  C r o s s , a n  i n f o r m a l  f e l l o w s h i p  w h o s e  m e m b e r s  a r e  v e g e t a r i a n  o r  v e g a n  a n d  p a c i f i s t ,  w a s  
f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 0 4  b y  J o h n  T o d d  F e r r i e r .

T h e  O r d e r  s e e k s  t o  f o l l o w  a  m y s t i c a l ,  s p i r i t u a l  p a t h  a n d  " t o  p r o c l a i m  a  m e s s a g e  o f  p e a c e  a n d  h a p p i n e s s ,  
h e a l t h  a n d  p u r i t y ,  s p i r i t u a l i t y  a n d  D i v i n e  L o v e . "  I t s  M e s s a g e  i s  u n i v e r s a l  i n  i t s  s c o p e ,  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  o n e n e s s  o f  a l l  
r e l i g i o u s  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  l i fe ,  a n d  t h e  u n i t y  o f  a l l  l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  D i v i n e .  I t  t o u c h e s  t h e  d e e p  i s s u e s  o f  l i f e  
a n d  e x p l a i n s  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  E t e r n a l  W o r l d  t h r o u g h  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  C r o s s  i s  s e e n  a s  a  s y m b o l  o f  s p i r i t u a l  
b e i n g  i n  w h i c h  t h e  l i f e  a t t a i n s  u p r i g h t n e s s  a n d  b a l a n c e .

R e g u l a r  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  a n d  w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e s  a r e  h e l d  o n  S u n d a y s  a t  11 a m  a n d  W e d n e s d a y s  a t  7  p m  ( e x c e p t  d u r i n g  t h e  
S u m m e r  r e c e s s )  a t  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  O r d e r  a s  b e l o w .  M e e t i n g s  a r e  a l s o  h e l d  a t  o t h e r  c e n t r e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U K ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  i n  t h e  U S A ,  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d .

F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  p u b lic a tio n s  lis t, p le a s e  c o n ta c t  T H E  O R D E R  O F  T H E  C R O S S  (R ), 10  D E  V E R E  G A R D E N S , L O N D O N  W 8  5 A E  

T e le p h o n e : 0 2 0  7 9 3 7  7 0 1 2  E -m a il:  o rd c ro s s @ iv u .o rg  In te rn e t:  w w w .o rd e ro fth e c ro s s .o rg

SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

□  E a s t e r n  
A u s t r a l i a

ecology and the 
great barrier reef

I n d i a  jungle safari, m  
a southern journey, i  - 
forest retreat ;
and Ayurveda

j  [ L a o s  landscapes, 
jqggc culture and stilthouse
E  " homestay

M a l l o r c a
mountains walks : '  |
and explore the 
island environments

N e p a l  without trekking 
including Lord Buddha's birthplace, 
or an eco-trek through the foothills

i R o m a n i a
: Danube Delta and

Carpathian Mountains

)- - - - - - > L i t t l e . ,IE5)£sk. earth
^L^cuoioo) to u rs
@01246 591155 www.little-earth.co.uk

U N IV E R S IT Y  O F

f i t  B A T H
S C H O O L  OF M A N A G E M E N T

N e w  A c a d e m y  o f B u s iness  

 £ ----------------
Concerned about corporate social responsibility, sustainability, 

social justice and the role of business in society?
Study tw o  years, part-tim e for th is  specia list w o rkshop based M aster's program m e in Responsib ility  and Business Practice.

Next en try : 7 th  M arch 2005 .

Tel: + 4 4 (0 ) 1 2 2 5  3 8 3 8 6 1  w w w .b a th .a c .u k /m a n a g e m e n t

MSc in Responsibility & Business Practice

H o w  g r e e n  i s  y o u r  v a l l e y ?

R e n o v a t io n  • C o n v e rs io n  • E c o  S e l f  B u i ld

The Good Shopping Guide ethical certification logo is used under licence from www.thegoodshoppingguide.co.uk
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. Further details and written quotations on request. All mortgages subject to status, first charge on the property and satisfactory valuation. We subscribe to the Mortgage and Banking Codes copies of which are available on request.

Green Savings... 
Green Mortgages
A t th e  E c o lo g y  w e  le n d  e xc lu s iv e ly  

o n  p ro p e rtie s  a n d  p ro je c ts  th a t g ive  

an  e n v iro n m e n ta l b e n e fit, in c lu d in g  

m o rtg a g e s  fo r  sm a ll w o o d la n d s  a n d  

tre e  n u rse rie s .

O u r sa ve rs  k n o w  th e ir  m o n e y  is 

w o rk in g  to  b u ild  a  bette r, m o re  

s u s ta in a b le  fu tu re .

To find out more
w rite  to : Ecology Building Society, 
Ref RS, FREEPOST BD714, 
Keighley BD20 OBR.
(n o  s ta m p  n e e d e d ) 

o r ca ll 0845 6745566 
o r e m a il info@ecology.co.uk 
www.ecology.co.uk
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‘We shape clay into a pot, but it is the emptiness 
inside that holds whatever we want.’ la o  tzu

N e k  C h a n d :  th e  l a r g e  w a t e r f a l l  a t  th e  R o c k  g a r d e n  o f  C h a n d i g a r h ,  I n d i a  P H O T O G R A P H :  Deid i Von S c hae w e n /  N ek  C h a n d  F o u n d a t io n
<  w w w .n e k c h a n d .c o m  >


