
October 2018 

Year 11 Parent Information Evening 
 

Welcome 



Ark Acton Academy’s school vision and how that 
is supporting your child’s GCSE outcomes 

 

• Strong discipline 

• Mastery curriculum 

• High quality teaching 

• Raising aspirations 

• Character development 

• Developing leaders 

 



GCSE English  
and  
GCSE English 
Literature 



The English & English Literature GCSE 

•English Language (both papers  are 1hour 45 
minutes) 
• Paper 1 – reading fiction and creative writing 
• Paper 2 -  reading non-fiction and writing to inform / 

persuade 
• (Do Question 5, the Writing Question, first) 

 

 

•English Literature (Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 
minutes, Paper 2 – 2hours 15 minutes) 
• Paper 1 – Shakespeare & The 19th Century Novel 

• Paper 2 – Modern text & Poetry 
• Texts are NOT allowed in the exam. 



GCSE Literature - Knowing the Texts 
Feedback from the examiners on last year’s 
examination commented on how students lost marks 
because their knowledge of the texts studied was not 
secure. 

 

Students should not only be practising answering exam 
questions but also testing themselves on their 
knowledge of: 

 - Macbeth 

 - A Christmas Carol 

 - An Inspector Calls 

 - Poetry (15 poems) 

What is happening? 
Who are the main characters? 
What is the order of the main events? 
Where  are the events taking place? 
 
How are the characters and events 
presented? 
 



Giving Support 
Students will sit a full mock exam for English 
Language and one part of English Literature.  

Plus many hours studying and revising the 
texts in class. 
 

•Little and often is the best practice for 
revision.  

•Revision should be ACTIVE: 
•Self-testing of texts 
•Analysis of key quotes 
•Vocabulary testing on demanding texts 



Giving Support 
Revision Guides 

 

•All students have access to the ARK Booklets for 
GCSE English Paper 1 and Paper 2.  This is full of 
excellent extracts and questions aimed at 
developing student comprehension, vocabulary, 
and familiarity with challenging texts. 

 

 

•The Collins Revision Guide for English Language and 
Literature is the best we have seen.  Copies are 
available from the English Department. 
 



Exam Dates 
•English Language 

•Paper 1 – 4th June 
•Paper 2 – 7th June 

 

•English Literature 
•Paper 1 – 15th May 
•Paper 2 – 23rd May 



Head of Maths :  Mr B Zramalval 
E-mail:    bzramalval@arkacton.org 
Tel:     02031102470 



• THREE Exam Papers – 1 Non-Calculator and 2 Calculator 
 

• Grade 9 for most able – higher than an A* 
 

• Greater emphasis on problem solving and reasoning 
 

• Requirement to memorise formulae 
 

• New topics brought from the A-Level 
 



• 9 Sets 
 

• 3 Assessment Points 
 -October 
 -November  
 -March 

•Grades 
• Foundation (1-5) and Higher (4-9) 

 











Maths Exam Dates 
 

Paper 1: 21st May 
Paper 2:  6th June 
Paper 3:  11th June 









Maths Made Easy 
www.mathsmadeeasy.co.uk 

 
MathsWatch 

vle.mathswatch.co.uk 
login:”davidbeckham” password:acton123 

 
Google: Justmaths Foundation (Higher) 

 













What can you do to support?  
What can the students do? 

• Revision Guide 
• Revision Timetable 
• 1-to-1 Feedback Conversation 
• Use their JustMaths R.A.G analysis to help them 
• Revision and Intervention classes – NO EXCUSES 
• Mondays 

• Online Resources 
 



Maths Exam Dates 
 

Paper 1: 21st May 
Paper 2:  6th June 
Paper 3:  11th June 



YEAR 11 PARENT’S 
INFORMATION 
EVENING (SCIENCE) 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT – MR MERTON 

SECOND IN CHARGE – MRS SIDDIQUI 



THE EXAM FORMAT - SCIENCE 

• Combined Science students will have 6 exams: Biology paper 1 

and 2, Chemistry paper 1 and 2 and Physics paper 1 and 2. 

Each exam will last for 1 hour and 15 minutes. 

• Triple students will sit the same number of exams but they will 

be 1 hour and 45 minutes long. 

• The maths content is significant and it is important your child 

practices the key mathematical skills used in class. 



EXAM DATES 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

Paper 1 

 

 

 

14th May 2019  

 

16th May 2019  

 

22nd May 2019  

 

Paper 2 

 

 

 

7th June 2019 

 

12th June 2019 

 

14th June 2019 

 



PHYSICS! 
 

• Students across the country are finding Physics tougher.  A part 

of this is the expectation that students learn their equations. 

Without knowing these, in many cases they are struggling to 

start 4 or 5 mark calculation questions so this is really 

important. 



AAA SCIENCE REVISION SITE 

• goo.gl/N1NpEc 

https://goo.gl/N1NpEc


MY GCSE SCIENCE - AN ONLINE REVISION SITE 
 

• https://www.my-gcsescience.com 

• All students have free online access to the my GCSE Science 

website. Worth £25 for each Combined Science student and 

£50 for each Triple Science student this is a very valuable 

resource which all students have received for free. 

• It contains teaching videos, notes sheets, exam questions, 

answers to the exam questions and tonnes of other resources. 

• It’s also accessible on their phones! 

https://www.my-gcsescience.com/
https://www.my-gcsescience.com/
https://www.my-gcsescience.com/


MY GCSE SCIENCE 

• https://www.my-gcsescience.com/ 

 

https://www.my-gcsescience.com/
https://www.my-gcsescience.com/
https://www.my-gcsescience.com/


SAMPLE PAPERS 
 

• http://www.aqa.org.uk/ 

• Students can access the sample papers and answers from the 

AQA website. It is important they have worked through all 12 

sets of papers they have access to for all their Sciences. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


GOJIMO 
 

• An online mobile phone app of free quizzes for students to answer 

questions quickly when on the bus etc. 



FURTHER QUESTIONS 
 

• Should you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to 

email me at pmerton@arkacton.org 



Introducing Revision  
 
Whole Academy Approach 



 Revision Assemblies to give students the Big Picture about Revision, 
What it is, Why it is important, How to do it and the Impact on them. We 
address misconceptions about Revision and students' develop a growth 
mindset to be a successful learner actively using purposeful and 
effective Revision Strategies.  
 

 Revision Booster Tutor-Time Sessions will be an opportunity for your 
child to learn the required Revision Skills and these will be linked to 
Independent Study Tasks, to be completed outside of the classroom 
setting e.g. Home or library etc.  
 

 Our long-term plan includes embedding these Revision Practices into all 
Subject Areas and students will be expected to have reached mastery in 
all subject areas by the end of the academic year. 
 

 Revision Workshops for children and adults  



Sharing Good Practice - Share with us what amazing 
things work with your child at home in terms of revision 
so we can share with other parents/carers to ensure all 
our students at the academy get the best advice and 
support.  
 
 
 
 
 
Parents/Carers questionnaire 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QBMHJNY  

 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QBMHJNY


Outlining the support the Academy 
is giving your child in and out of 
the classroom with a focus on the 5 
Habits of an Effective Learner and 
providing a support material so all 
students are successful: 
 Retrieval Practice 

 Questioning and Elaboration 

 Concrete Examples 

 Spaced Practice 

 Interleaving 



Retrieval practice means 

trying to remember material 

you have learned as opposed 

to re-reading it.  

 

Two of the least 

effective ways of studying are 

reading over stuff and 

highlighting it, which are also 

two of the most common 

things students do when 
revising. 



So now you have learned a lot 

of material, what should you 

do with it?  

 

Two of the most effective things 

you can do is to ask questions 

of what you have learned and 

then try to find 

connections between new ideas 
and concepts. 



Learning abstract concepts or 

‘big ideas’ is all well and 

good but often we struggle to 

relate them to other things. 

 

 

By using concrete examples, 

you will be able to create a 

much stronger representation 

of that concept and be able 

to use it in a range of 
situations. 



Procrastination is part of human nature. Simply 

put, the human brain doesn’t want to have to think 

hard and will take all kinds of shortcuts in order to 

avoid it. This usually results in putting things off 

until you have no other option but to do it last 

minute.  

 

By spacing out your revision in 

smaller chunks over a period 

of time, you will remember that 

material far better and will also 

be a lot less stressed. 

 

Putting off the work is a lot 
harder than doing the work. 



As we have seen with spaced 

practice, leaving gaps 

between studying is very 

effective but what if you are 

studying for multiple 

subjects? 

 

Interleaving means mixing it up 

and not studying all the material 
at once. 



Revision is about you getting 

organised… 



Attendance and Achievement 



Well Being 

• Sleep 

 

• Routine 

 

• Mental health 

 

• Good diet 

 

• Positivity  



Attendance and Achievement 

 

• Attendance of 96% or above: highest possible target 
grade in English and Maths 

• Attendance of 90% or above: one grade below their 
highest target grade in English and Maths. 

• Attendance of 80-90%: up to two grades below in 
English and Maths 

• Attendance of 70-80%: It becomes increasingly 
unlikely that they will achieve a grade in English and 
maths. 

 



Year 11 information evening 

Sixth form and beyond 

PROUD Progress 



Our Sixth Form mission:  

To make sure that every pupil can go to 
university or into the career of their choice 

 
 

52 



Our roles and responsibilities 

53 

 
• Your child after this year 

• The quality of the destination 

• students and their parents made a clear, informed 
and ambitious choice 

• Appropriate pathway to meet individual needs 

• Continuation to in their next destination ​ 



National statistics 

54 



Year 13 Destinations – Network Summary 

55 

* https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-destinations - compared against state funded schools 

**Education Datalab report to model national benchmark: https://educationdatalab.org.uk/2017/08/measuring-two-year-retention-post-16-what-does-it-show/​ 

*** Based on UCAS 2015 cycle of admissions​ 

**** Top third university from the DfE and top 100 apprenticeship provider from Rate My Apprenticeship. See appendix for list 

 

 

Measure 
National 

benchmark* 
Ark network 
average 2017 

Against 
national 

Ark Acton 
Academy 

2018 

% destinations known 90% 96% +6 98% 

% students attending university 59% 85% +21 87% 

% students attending Russell Group 
university 

17% 19% +2 24% 

% students attending top third or top 
100 apprenticeship provider**** 

 
25% 

 
43% 

 
+18 

26% 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-destinations
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Sixth Form Record of Achievement 
Students’ Name Results Destination 

Sander Mirander A* A* A UCL – Computing in Maths 

Sam Morshed Solouk A* A* A LSE - Economics 

Abdullahi Ahmed A* A B Bath - Maths 

Thamir Al-Shamari AAA Imperial - Medicine 

Joseph Gamston AAB Manchester - Chemistry 

Maya Prior AAB Southampton- History 

Sabrine Hachmioune AAB Bath - Chemistry 

Piotr Golda A*AB UCL – Chemistry with Maths 

Enya Shanahan A*BB Surrey Psychology 

Shakira Bernard BBB Reading- Psychology 

Agata Podstepska BBB Queen Mary – Biomedical Science 

Zarrar Chaudhry AAAA UCL- Chemical Engineering 

Basmila Ahmed A* A B Warwick Economic 

Hashem Polad A* AA UCL- Theoretical Physics 

XU Yingyi A*AA Imperial College or Abroad for Mathematics 

JARRETT Lawrence AAAA Warwick University – Mathematics and Physics 

ELKHOLY Habiba AAA Manchester University - Dentistry 

RAYDAN Rodayna A*ABB Kingston University – Journalism * 

LEE Jasper AAB Warwick University – Accounting and Finance 

KALSI Karam AAB Southampton University – Aerospace Engineering 



Choosing the right pathway after post 16 and post 18 



Differences between studying at our sixth form and 
college 

Our Sixth form Local College 

Student numbers •100-200 •800-2000 

Courses •Academic A level  
•Professional pathway BTEC L3 
•Apprenticeship pathway 

•BTEC Level 1, 2 and 3 with 
retake option 
•A level – A wider range 

Learning and 
Teaching  

•Full time staff •Part-time staff 

Pastoral care/ 
tutors 

•Full access everyday to your tutors 
•Head of Sixth form 
•Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

•Limited access 
•May not have a tutor 
•Only seen once a week 

Career, advice, 
enrichment and 
guidance 

•Highly qualified staff & Connexion 
•Personalised & target groups to meet 
individual’s interest 
•Career fair and access to Top university 
campus visit 
•Summer schools and Taster lectures 

•Similar model 
•Information are disseminated 
differently. 
•Trips run differently due to 
number of pupils 

UCAS •one to one personal statement advice 
•Expert reference  
•Coaching sessions before interview 
•Alumni support 

•General accessible support 
•Good Reference  



 What we offer 

A Level Pathway 
• 20 A level courses. 

• Most students will study three linear A levels; some will take a fourth subject, depending on GCSE 

results. 

Entry criteria: You will need to achieve 6 subjects at GCSE with Grade 5 and above, including at least a 4 in 

English and Mathematics. You will also need to meet the individual entry criteria for specific subjects. 

Professional Pathway 
• Professional Pathway in Science 

• a bespoke work readiness curriculum 

Entry criteria: You will need to achieve 5 subjects at GCSE with Grade 4 and above, including at least a 4 in 

English and Mathematics. 

 



• Need to achieve minimum of 
6 GCSEs with Grade 5+ 
including English and Maths 

• Need to also meet the subject 
requirement, for example if 
you want to study A level 
Maths, you need to achieve 
Grade 6 + 

A 
level 

• Need to achieve minimum of 
5 GCSEs with Grade 4+ 
including English and Maths 

 
BTEC 



Choosing A-level subjects: five points to 
consider 

The subjects you take at A-level can have a major 
impact on your future direction so before 

embarking on two years’ hard work it’s well 
worth doing your research.  

 

1. Ability and enjoyment 
2. New subjects 
3. Subject combinations 
4. Course content, assessment and workload 
5. Future plans 

 



Choosing the right subjects 
Degree Subject Essential Advanced Subject Useful Advanced Subjects 

Accountancy/Banking  Some but not all require Maths  Maths, Business studies and Economics  

Finance/Insurance  

Aeronautical Engineering  Maths and Physics  Further Maths, Design Technology  

Anthropology  None  A small number of courses like a Science AS Level such 
as Biology, Sociology is also very relevant.  

Archaeology  None  Geography, History or Science subjects can all be useful  

Architecture  Some courses say they want an Arts/Science mix. 
Some may require Art.  

Art, Maths, Design Technology and Physics. National Art 
and Design may also be useful. Do note that a portfolio 
of drawings and ideas may be asked for.  

Art and Design Art/Design Technology. Design Technology, Art. Note that most entrants onto 
Art and Design degrees will have completed a one-year 
Art Foundation course after Year 13. 

Biochemistry Always Chemistry and some degrees ask for Biology in 
addition. Some state Chemistry plus one from 
Maths/Physics, Biology. 

Biology, Maths, Further Maths, Physics. 

Biology Biology, Chemistry, Maths or Physics, some will accept 
Psychology 

Biomedical Sciences 
(including Medical Science) 

Normally two from Biology, Chemistry, Maths and 
Physics. Some will accept Psychology as a second 
science related subject. 

Maths, Further Maths, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Psychology. 

Business studies None Maths, Business studies and Economics 

Chemical Engineering Chemistry and Maths and sometimes Physics as well. Physics, Biology, Further Maths. 

Chemistry  Chemistry and occasionally Maths, Most courses want 
this or Chemistry and one other Science (Physics or 
Biology.  

Maths, Further Maths, Physics and Biology.  



Law  Usually none, although a few universities 
require English.  

History, other facilitating subjects. Essay 
report writing useful. History gives good 
relevant skills for Law but is not essential.  

Management Studies  Sometimes Maths. Maths, Economics, Business studies may be 
useful.  

Materials Sciences 
(including Biomedical 
Materials Sciences)  

Normally two from Chemistry, Maths, 
Physics, Biology (also Design Technology 
for some universities)  

Chemistry, Design and Technology, Further 
Maths.  

Mathematics  Maths and sometimes Further Maths.  Further Maths, Physics.  
Mechanical Engineering  Maths, Physics  Further Maths, Design Technology. 

Mechanical Engineering departments may 
have a preference for Maths A2 with a 
strong mechanics component.  

Media 
Studies/Communicatio
n studies.  

A few courses ask for English or Media 
studies.  

English, Media studies, Sociology, 
Psychology.  

Medicine  Traditional medical schools may ask for 
Chemistry, Biology and one from Maths or 
Physics. More choices with Chemistry and 
one from Maths  

Further Maths or a contrasting non-Science 
subject.  

Music  Traditional courses ask for Music and 
Grades.  

Some ask for one essay writing subject.  

Nursing and Midwifery  Usually Biology or another Science.  Biology, CACHE, Sociology, Psychology, 
Chemistry.  

Occupational Therapy  Some courses ask for Biology.  Psychology, Physical Education, Sociology 
or another Science.  



Optometry (Opthalmic 
Optics)  

Two from Biology, Chemistry, Maths or 
Physics. Some require Biology as one of the 
choices.  

Further Maths.  

Pharmacy  Chemistry and one from Biology, Maths and 
Physics. Some courses ask for Chemistry, 
Biology and Maths. Doing Chemistry and 
Biology keeps most courses open.  

Maths, Physics.  

Philosophy  None  Maths, Classical Civilisations, Philosophy and 
RE/Theology.  

Physics  Maths, Physics  Further Maths, Chemistry.  
Physiotherapy  Most courses will consider you just with 

Biology; however some also require a second 
science from Chemistry, Maths or Physics.  

Chemistry, Maths, Physics, Psychology.  

Politics  None  Politics, History, Philosophy, Law, Sociology.  
Psychology  A few courses ask for one from Biology, 

Chemistry, Maths, and Physics.  
Biology, Maths, Psychology, Sociology.  

Religious 
Studies/Theology  

None  RE/Theology, Philosophy, English Literature, 
History.  

Sociology  None  Sociology, Psychology, Geography.  
Spanish  Spanish (some degree will consider French, 

German or Italian.  
Another modern foreign language, English 
Literature, History, Politics.  

Speech Therapy  Some degrees want a science such as Biology, 
Chemistry or Physics. Some specify Biology 
but some degrees will consider candidates 
with none of these.  

A modern foreign language (for example 
French, German, Spanish, Italian, English 
Language or Literature, Psychology.  

Sports Science/Physical 
Education  

Many courses want to see one from 
Biology/Chemistry/ Maths/ Physics (some 
courses will treat Physical Education as a 
science).  

Physical Education, Psychology  



Professional 
Pathways 

Professional Pathways has been designed by Ark 

with the aim of creating an alternative post-16 

pathway for students wishing to continue to an 

Ark Sixth Form. The courses are focused on 

equipping students with the skills and attributes 

they need in order to make a real and informed 

post-18 choice about whether to go to 

university, pursue study through employment, 

or to enter the workplace. 





APPLIED SCIENCE 

 50% internally marked coursework 

 20% externally marked coursework 

 8% investigative project 

 22% exams 

 

 

 

Principles and Applications of Science I External CW 

Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques Internal CW 

Science Investigation Skills Exam 

Laboratory Techniques and their Application Internal CW 

Principles and Applications of Science II Exam 

Investigative Project Internal CW 

Contemporary Issues in Science External CW 



Business Partnerships 
40% of young 
people don’t 

know anyone 
in a career 

they would like 
to work in 



 

Student Conferences 



71 

Businesses on school 

leavers:  

55% lack good work 

experience 

53% lack self-management  

41% lack problem solving 

skills 

Work Readiness 



Labour market information (LMI for all) 







Next Steps 

• Attend Sixth Form Open Evening 7th 
November 5.30-7.30 

• Subjects Showcase Weeks in December 
• Fill in application by 31st January 2019 
• Interview with sixth form team in 

February 2019 
• Offer to students 
• GCSE Results day 22nd August 

(provisional)– confirm final choices with 
Ms Lok 
 

Don’t 
assume 
you can 
have a 

place at 
sixth 
form. 


