
 

Year 4 English Home Learning Term 6 week 6 

Writing:  

1 
 

Drawing upon work we did back before Christmas, as well as the superb Kennings work you have done, today you are 
going have a go at writing a Tanka poem. A guide to writing a Tanka poem is on the link below. We have looked at these 
before, but below is a quick guide and the website linked gives more detail and explanation, as well as a really good 
example. 
  
Key points about writing a Tanka:  They are 5 lines long following the syllable pattern of 5-7-5-7-7. The middle line is 
called the ‘pivot’. If you were to end your poem at line 3, the pivot would be the final line; if you were to begin your poem 
with line 3, it should be able to act as an effective opening line. Also, you don’t need to include punctuation in a Tanka!  
Don’t worry too much if you find writing a pivot line tricky; focus on getting the syllable counts correct- that’s enough of a 
challenge when trying to write something high-quality too!    
  
https://www.poetry4kids.com/lessons/how-to-write-a-
tankapoem/#:~:text=The%20basic%20structure%20of%20a,in%20lines%204%20and%205.  
  
• Main task: Write a Tanka poem based on Beowulf and an event from the story. An extra challenge, that I would love 

to see, would be for you to also make use of some kennings within your tanka – e.g. Body = bone-house, Sword = 
battle-light, Ship = wave-floater, Sea = whale-road. 

 
An example: This could describe a battle between Grendel and Beowulf. 
Battle-light flailing 
Brave hero’s bone-house fading 
A piercing of skin 
Grim night-stalker falls in shock 
Surprised by a weary hit. 
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2 
Please do 
after the 
reading 
activity. 

Using what you learned about tanka poetry yesterday, and the information you have read about the Vikings in this week’s 
reading sessions, write a Viking-themed tanka poem. It could tell the story of the Lindisfarne raid, a Viking battle or simply 
describe what the Vikings were like.  

3 and 
4 

We are now going to move on to looking at narrative poetry, with the finished product being our own poem version of the 
story of Beowulf. 
Spend a little time re-reading your story mountain/comic strip of the Beowulf story from last week, as well as some of the 
kenning descriptions you came up with for the characters. Once you have done that, head to the BBC link below to find out 
more about the narrative form of poetry and how it can be written well - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/articles/z3btrwx  
 
Key points about writing a Narrative poem: Narrative poems tell a story; they often rhyme but don’t have to but 
they are likely to follow a rhythm that makes them easier to perform. In this case, a rhyme pattern would be great to read, 
so please do if you feel you can.  
 
You then have the rest of this session and the whole of tomorrow’s to write your poetic version of Beowulf. I look forward 
to reading them! 
  
 

5 This session is all about presenting your poetry work. Today I would like you to turn the kennings, tankas and narrative 
poem you have written into your own poetry anthology. This can be presented however you wish, though ideas could 
include: a booklet, a Powerpoint, a video of you performing them.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/articles/z3btrwx
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Spelling: Remember, keep practising your spellings on Spelling Shed. 

1 This week we will look at the /s/ sound when it is spelled with a ‘c’. This occurs generally when the ‘c’ comes before an ‘i’ 
or an ‘e’.  
 
This week’s list: circle, century, centaur, circus, princess, voice, medicine, celebrate, celery, pencil 
 
Activity: Practise each word using cursive handwriting and write the definition of the word neatly next to it. Use a 
dictionary to look these up if need be. 

2  
 

Activity: Using your definitions from yesterday as a cue, complete the ‘spell the picture’ activity attached below.  

3 Activity: Complete the spelling correction activity and help Marvin achieve top marks! 
 

4 Activity: Complete at least two of the activities from either the spelling activities grid or previously distributed activity 
pack. 
 

5  Activity: Spend this session coming up with complex sentences that use the spellings for this week and then write them 
neatly using cursive handwriting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 2 activity 

 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 3 activity 
 

 
 
 



Reading:  

1 In this week’s reading sessions, you will have the opportunity to find out more about the Vikings and the Anglo-Saxons. 
As an introduction to this, please read the attached Viking information page and complete the fact or opinion activity. 
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Now for a rather fun activity. Your task is to follow the Viking quest on the following link - 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/vikings/launch_gms_viking_quest.shtml - and to jot down any important observations 
you make along the way. The quest tells the story of a very famous event in Viking history: their raid on Lindisfarne. 
During the quest, think carefully about the choices you make as this will make a big difference as to how much treasure 
you take back to your chief. 
When you get to the page of “The Reckoning” write down the number of silver coins, religious artefacts and slaves you 
stole. At the end of the quest, write down your final score and after the final score write about what your chief thinks of 
your quest. 
Was your quest a success or a failure? How does it compare to the actual historical event? 
 

3 Using what you found out during your quest yesterday, and through reading the attached information on the Lindisfarne 
raid, complete the comprehension questions below. 
Questions: 
 

1. Why did the Anglo-Saxons think something bad was going to happen in 793 AD? 
 

2. When did the Viking raid on Lindisfarne happen? 
 

3. Why were the Vikings able to beat the monks in the monastery so easily? (Give 2 reasons) 
 

4. Why did the Vikings have no respect for the monastery? 
 

5. Who did Alcuin blame for the attack? Why did he say this? 
 

6. Can you trust what Monk Simeon and Alcuin wrote as being the truth? Give reasons for yes and no. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/vikings/launch_gms_viking_quest.shtml
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Spend this session reading your current reading book aloud to an adult at home. They should use the attached reading 
questions to ask you about what you read to them and you need to take your time to consider your answer as well as the 
reasoning for your ideas. 

5  Use this session as additional time to present and complete your own poetry anthology, as detailed in the writing plan. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 3 reading resource 

 
 



 
 
 



General reading questions – Lesson 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


