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TURN The qUIeT Up

   by alabama charlie

My pastor toy arnett’s sermons remind me a lot of eric church’s 
Music. pastor toy pastors at faith assembly church in Destin florida 
nicknamed by town folks as the rock & roll church. rena, toy’s 
wife believes that it’s because church members have their foot on 
the rock and their names on the roll.

toy’s sermons always make me think about taking a new direc-
tion in life. toy also fit’s in phrases throughout the sermon that will 
make you roll with laughter in the aisles such as, this church is stuck 
with a fighting and dancing preacher, the good news is there‘s no 
bad news; if i saved you i would know where to put you, if you are 
looking for religion you might want to try the church down the 
street, i fell like the mouse that fell into the whiskey barrel, i think 
i can whip any fat cat and before toy starts his preaching he always 
praises god with a jig dance. let me assure you pastor toy could 
have out moon walked Michael Jackson.

Just like toy, eric church’s music always leaves me thinking about 
my changing direction and all that Motorfest Magazine has done 
for me in the last few months. 

here is eric’s lyrics to his last hit, i’ll bet it makes you sway.

turn the quiet up, turn the noise down -
let this ol’ world just spin around
i wanna feel it swing, wanna feel it sway - 
and put some feel good in my soul

Continued on Page 64
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ONTheCOVeR
baD boYs ii’s
ferrari 575M MaraNello

in this issue photos of the ferrari from the 
Motion picture bad boys ii.

for this issue “everything had to be way over 
the top,” says photo coordinator roland Mo-
riarty. the ferrari 575 M has such a strong 
road presence, and combines supercar per-
formance with genuine everyday practicali-
ty, that it was chosen by Motorfest Magazine 
as the ideal car for our January 2012 issue, 
a believable, yet extreme car with attitude.

the ferrari 575M Maranello is a two-seat, 
two-door, grand tourer built by ferrari. 
launched in 2002, it is essentially an up-
dated 550 Maranello featuring minor styling 
changes from pininfarina. 

engine
configuration:   65° v12 engine
Displacement:   5.7 l (5748cc)

Maximum power:  515 ps (379 kW; 
   508 hp) at 7,250 rpm

Maximum torque:  588.6 N·m 
   434.1 lb @ 5,250 rpm
 
performance
Maximum speed:  203 mph
0 to 62 mph  4.2 seconds

figures for the semi-automatic gearbox
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hotroDs of the future 
by frank berte

short answer: drivers with a steady 
pace win the race. When did things 
spiral so far out of control? 50$ Won’t 
fill your tank, candy bars are 2 for 3$ 
and dinner and a movie will run you 
100 beans.  like a high speed left 
curve, this era of global economic 
fluctuation is upon us. saab closed its 
doors and in much the same way a 
butterfly flaps it’s wings in brazil and a 
cruise ship runs aground in italy. 

it seems, to this casual observer, 
that business here in the western 
hemisphere has grown exponentially  
refined. With all of our collective 
electronics we have found a way to 
squirrel out the last 2% of profitability 
where ever we can find it. reduced 

staff and increased “responsibility” 
does battle with the improbable world 
markets  daily. it seems we have 
become so accurately organized and 
predictable we may have forgotten 
Murphy’s law. the collective effect of 
all this consistency comes at a price. 

oh yes and what of us motorfes-
tered, octane lovers? Well for one, 
your days of 5000 bhp jet boat rides 
are numbered, seize the gas pump. 
Darwin once said adapt or die. as an 
american i predict one when we are 
all driving  atomic powered unicycles 
they will come in over 250 styles, 
meter and degree of refinement. a 
large percentage of us would need to 
modify them, either because of 

too much money or not enough. 
someday soon when our distilled 
dinosaur supply runs out, it’s only 
a matter of time before teens strap 
extra batteries to your beat up old 
prius. Kids and science grow dreams.

the upshot of all this is the new 
development and technology will 
bring our world to a more sustainable 
place. With any luck our country’s 
kids will become particle theorist.  
and what of the internal combustion 
engine? speed is a beautiful thing, but 
it’s only one aspect of driving, biking, 
boating or flying. When engines
rev that rumble & rattle is an impor-
tant part of the experience, so don’t 
go selling the el camino just yet.

A WORD FROM
THE EDITOR
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 MOTORFeSTeVeNT
ReCAp
 NorthWest floriDa’s larGest Motor eveNt

MotoriNG aloNG the Gulf

in 2011, Motorfest celebrated its fourth annual 
event based here in Destin. this year, we expe-
rienced steady growth, across the board, in the 
number of events, participants and attendees. 

the Motorfest month-long program has 
become a halo brand for 10 individual events, 
celebrating the world of fine motors. from su-
percars and luxury automobiles to racing bikes 
and motorcycles to watercraft and aircraft, 
Motorfest features the world’s finest motors 
placed on display at exclusive venues along the 
white sand beaches of the emerald coast. 

in 2011, Motorfest was the largest motorsports 
festival in florida, drawing more than 17,389 
attendees among 10 premier events.  

10

the Motorfest brand is growing 
in name recognition and reputa-
tion among motor enthusiasts. the 
Destin car show, the signature event 
for the month-long celebration, 
welcomed more than 2,898 attend-
ees and 149 registered cars. hosted 
at emerald Grande and harbor Walk 
village, the event drew national at-
tention and positive returns for area 
businesses. 

participants and attendees traveled 
from around the country, converging 
on the emerald coast to participate 
in Motorfest events. of the 149 cars 
registered for the Destin car show 
and Motorfest rally, 69% were from 
outside the area. only 46 featured 
cars were from okaloosa county. 
the other 106 car owners came 
from national and international 
markets, including Georgia, North 

carolina, alabama, Kentucky, 
illinois, Mississippi, New orleans, 
tennessee, Germany and california. 

the Motorfest web site:
motorfestmagazine.com, prominently 
featured on the emerald coast cvb 
web site, encourages attendees to 
stay overnight in Destin in order to 
be centrally located for all events. 
Day trips were promoted to regional 
events, including the 15th annual 
rare air vW show in pensacola, the 
playground corvette car show in 
sandestin and the Navarre beach 
classic car show in Navarre. 

“We came to Destin for a fall vaca-
tion and attended the porsche club 
car show at the emerald Grande 
saturday october 15th; it was a fan-
tastic event with incredible cars at a 
great setting. We were planning on 

heading back to chicago mid-week 
but after reading Motorfest 
Magazine we decided to stay...

it’s nice being retired with no real 
set schedule! We booked another 
hotel on the water at harbor inn 
through the weekend for our 
extended stay. the happy hour 
specials at the Marina cafe & fish 
bar were great! We went 3 days in a 
row. We attended another Motorfest 
event – the corvette club show at 
san Destin that we read about in 
the event program magazine that 
happened the same time as the beer 
fest. We look forward to coming 
back and will probably make it an 
october trip. the weather was 
perfect and the restaurants were not 
too crowded. thank you Destin for a 
wonderful week.”   
– Jim and Kathie, lansing, illinois.  
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liGhts caMera actioN
 
What makes a cool magazine? 
a whole host of items actually, 
depending on what you’re looking for.

Motorfest Magazine is inter ested in  
the defin itive elements of what makes 
a vehicle cool. sometimes it’s that  
elusive little something — the angles, 
the hunkered down detail of the rear; 
the air of grace with which a particular 

car corners — that will make us sit up 
and take note of a car chosen from 
the masses of steel on our roads & 
tracks. at times, it’ll just be cool stripes. 

We nurture all things “cool”. it was so 
very cool to have hollywood Movie 
stars holly lynch (front cover) and 
brian ames (burning up the bayou) 
to work with on this, our January 
issue. but the true stars of this issue’s 
f-35 shoot were the men and women 

wearing the uniform of the united 
states of america, fighting for our 
freedom & risking their lives on eglin 
air force base. We find value from 
them, it’s all about the community.

We hope you have as much fun flip-
ping through our first issue of 2012, as 
we had making it. as captivating as it 
may be, there is yet more to come!

Just one more thing ... Go air force!

MOTORING
hOW TO: eNJOy MOTORFeST 
lOOKING GOOD|FeelING GOOD|hOllyWOOD



Motorfest NeWs

    o honor its 50th anniversary, 
Shelby American™ is unleashing 
the Shelby GTS, GT350®.  Only 
50 white & 50 black of each will 
be manufactured, making it an 
instant collector’s item. As the 
most powerful Shelby ever built, the 
GT500 Super Snake is available in 
650, 750 or 800 hp configuration 
as a coupe or convertible.

Based on the Ford Shelby GT500, 
the car is enhanced at the Shelby 
American facility with more power-
ful brakes, better handling and 

updated styling cues to match the 
high horsepower motor. 

In 2010, Shelby American returned 
the storied GT350 name plate 
to the road.  Based on the Ford 
Mustang 5.0 GT, the car is turned 
into a high performance muscle car 
by the Shelby American team. From 
the LeMans style racing stripes to 
the 430, 525 or 624 horsepower 
engine, big brakes and razor sharp 
suspension, this Shelby is a worthy 
descendent of the pony car that 
cemented the Shelby legend.  

The car is available as a coupe or 
convertible with the supercharged 
engine only with a manual trans-
mission. The black version with 
gold stripes is a one-year anniver-
sary option.  The post title package 
begins at $59,995, not including 
the base Ford 5.0 Mustang GT.

The Shelby GTS post-title package 
can be based on either the V6 or 
5.0 Ford Mustang.  Starting at 
only $19,995 for the V6 post-title 
package ($24,995 for the V8), the 
Shelby features upgraded brakes, 

suspension, tune and appearance. 
From the 800 horsepower Shelby 
Super Snake to the agile GT350 and 
nimble GTS, each 50th anniversary 
Shelby is built to run. A fifty-year 
anniversary only comes around 
once in life. These limited edition 
Shelbys will mark that milestone 
for a select few who have a chance 
to own a piece of history.

Visit shelby50th.com for more 
information about the 50th 
Anniversary Edition 
2012 Shelby American.

By now, you’ve probably seen the 
“Seduction” commercial – the one where a 
cubicle clone has a close encounter with an 
Italian model, only to discover that she is, 
in fact, a small sporty euro car.  

Like little boys & toys, many guys think 
of their vehicles as the coolest plaything 
around, and some go to extremes to take 
care of them. But how does that obsession 
(or neglect) tell about the man himself? 
Playthings can be seen as extensions of 
the way one may treat himself and others. 

 KING OF 
CObRAS

2012 FIAT 500 AbARTh

50th aNNiversarY
shelbY Gt 350 
aMericaN™
by shelby american, inc.
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European Breakfast
99 Eglin Parkway Northeast

Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32548

For Reservations Call 850 243 0707
Saturday 8am to 12pm  |  Sunday 8am to 1pm.

CLEMENZA’S
MAMA 

KNOWbeFORe
yOU Fly

WashiNGtoN – the federal aviation administration 
(faa) announced today that, effective immediately, 
general aviation or on-demand charter aircraft owners 
or operators seeking to keep their aircraft’s registration 
number from being displayed over public data systems 
during flight no longer need to submit a certified security 
concern to the faa.

as a result of language in the fiscal year 2012 appropriations 
bill, the faa is withdrawing its June 3, 2011 policy (76 fed. 
reg. 32,258-32,265) of requiring aircraft owners or 
operators to submit a certified security concern in 
order to have their aircraft tail number blocked from view 
on the faa’s aircraft situation Display to industry (asDi) 

or National airspace system status information (Nassi). 
owners and operators seeking to have their aircraft tail 
number blocked from these data feeds can now submit 
a blocking request directly to the faa without stating a 
reason for the request. the faa has already begun 
receiving requests under the new appropriations 
language and is processing them. 

this change will be reflected in the faa’s interim policy 
which will be posted to the faa Docket and published 
in the federal register as soon as possible. the faa is 
developing a permanent policy that will be posted in the 
federal register for public comment early next year. 
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the faa riases the bar
the barr proGraM

Motorfest NeWs
lOOKINGhOTIN yOUR

NOTROD
So you might not have your dream car yet, who 
cares? It takes time to acquire these kind of 
things. In the meantime, here are a few tips for 
looking hot in your not hot rod. 

1) Don’t challenge a real hotrod in your notrod. 
Total fail, period. 

2) Don’t play your music too loud. Women will 
be immediately turned off in your attempt to 
exhibit your beats three lanes over. 

3) Keep your vehicle clean and smelling fresh. 
The last thing a woman wants to do is climb 
into a rolling dumpster. 

4) Refrain from chowing down while driving. 
It’s a mess just waiting to happen and chances 
are that foxy brunette in the next car over is going 
to look away disgusted after a bite of that burger 
left a pickle hanging from your chin and a beard 
of condiments. 

5) Get confident! There are plenty of dweebs that 
have awesome cars and still can’t pull it off. 
You can look good in anything if you have the 
right swagger. So roll down your window and 
let it flow and show.

by brooke calipers

A close look at the Fiat 500 Abarth, tells you its owner’s an Italian lover. Faithful to the “small but 
wicked” saying coined for Karl Abarth’s cars back in the 1960s, the new Abarth arrives to America 
with the racing traditions that have made it a success on Europe’s roadways and racetracks: world-
class performance, precision, purposeful & aggressive styling, high power-to-weight ratio and 
limited-production volume. Italian performance at an attainable price. 

With its lightweight, track-tuned handling the Abarth brings to life the 
legendary racing heritage of the brand and becomes the “it” car for 
everyday performance driving.

With a MultiAir® Turbo engine, Abarth-tuned suspension, brake 
systems & race-inspired design not traditionally included on 
a small car, the new Abarth unleashes the brand’s legendary 
performance heritage to your street.

2012 
FIAT 500 
AbARTh



 bURNING Up The

bAyOU
The emerald CoasT’s
norTh bay fun run
June 23rd 2012

NORTHLIGHT MARINA  8:00 AM
L.J. SCHOONERS BWB  1:00 PM
SHALIMAR LOTTERY  4:00 PM 
SCULLY’S ON THE BAYOU  5:00 PM
NORTHLIGHT MARINA  9:00 PM



lIGhTNING
STRIKeS 
TWICe

SMOOTH
OPERATOR
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F35\
the f-35 JoiNt striKe fiGhter
by the libertine

by the time you read this,  I will be just shy of fifty years 
old.  When I was ten years old, I went to an airshow, where 
I saw fly-overs by the now venerable F-16 Falcon, AV-8B 
Harrier, and A-10 Warthog.   These aircraft, along with 
F/A -18 have ruled the skies of this planet for the last 30 

to 40 years.  Imagine being tasked with designing a single 
replacement for these legendary weapon systems. This is 
the assignment for the Joint Strike Fighter program.  Talk 
about big shoes to fill!  The result was the F-35 Lightning II.

MoviNG 360 DeGrees 
arouND aN f-35 oNe WorD 
coMes to MiND “seaMless” 

possessiNG the raDar 
siGNature of a Golf ball, 

virtuallY the oNlY seaM 
to be fouND is aloNG the 

eNGiNe’s rear eDGe.

F-35 THE 5TH GENERATION FIGHTER

A 5th generation fighter has advanced stealth, exceptional agility 
and maneuverability, sensor and information fusion, network-enabled 
operations and advanced sustainment. Advantages of 5th generation 
technology include greater survivability, situational awareness, and 
effectiveness for war fighters, as well as enhanced readiness and lower 
support costs. The F-35 is a genuine 5th generation fighter, with stealth 
designed as part of the aircraft from the beginning.



biG shoes to fill
The F-35 is a family of single seat, fifth generation 
strike fighters with stealth capability.  It was designed 
and built primarily by Lockheed Martin, along with 
nine international partners.  The three main variants 
(F-35A,B,and C) are designed to replace the F-16, 
AV-8B, and the F/A-18.  The F-35A is designed 
for conventional take off and landing (CTOL), the 
F-35 B is designed for short take off/vertical landing 
(STOVL), and the F-35 C is designed for carrier take 
off and landing.  It has a reported maximum speed 
in excess of Mach 1.6, a service ceiling of 60,000 
feet, and a maximum range (on internal fuel) of 
1200 nautical miles.  It is armed with an internal 
four barrel, 25mm gatling gun; along with both in-
ternal and external pylons capable of mounting a va-
riety of munitions. This in-
cludes air to air missiles, 
air to ground missiles 
and a variety of both 
conventional and laser-
guided bombs.  It is pow-
ered by a single Pratt and 
Whitney F135 jet engine, the 
most powerful engine installed 
in a fighter jet; with a maximum 
thrust of over 50,000 pounds.  
The STOVL version also uses the 
Rolls Royce Lift System; which includes 
a ducted lift fan in the front of the aircraft, 
and a thrust vectoring nozzle in the rear.  

sNeaKY bastarD
As previously mentioned, the F-35 is referred to as 
a “fifth generation” stealth fighter.  This was accom-
plished several ways.  First, its shape was designed for 
low observability.  It also utilizes stealthy materials in 
its construction including structural fiber mat 

instead of the more high maintenance coatings of 
previous aircraft.  Also, for most missions, both the 
fuel and munitions will be carried internally; though 
there are accommodations for external mounting of 
munitions and fuel pods, if the mission warrants it.  
Its radar cross section is comparable to a golf ball; 
which is larger than its larger brother, the F-22’s 
marble.  This is due mainly from compromises in 
design. But, in addition to being stealthy to radar, 
the F-35 is stealthy to infrared and visual methods.  
I really want to see 
the radar that 
can lock
onto a 

flying golf ball 
from 5 miles away…
Especially over Destin.

flYiNG iphoNe froM hell
As a certified techno-geek, I had high hopes that the F-35 
would sport true 21st century electronics, and I was not 
disappointed.  The primary sensor for the aircraft is the 
AN/APG-81 AESA radar from Northrup Grumman.  In 
addition, it is equipped with an Electro-Optical Targeting 
System (EOTS) mounted under the nose. There are also 
passive infrared sensors mounted all around the aircraft 
which primarily act for missile and aircraft detection.  All 
of the aircraft’s sensors are networked together and provide 
a 360 degree, continuous detection sphere around the air-
craft.  The F-35 is also MADL (Multifunction Advanced 
Data Link) capable, so it can share its sensor data securely 
with other aircraft, or with command.  The cockpit features 
a full width panoramic cockpit display, where all 
instrument data is displayed on a large touch screen.  A 
helmet mounted display has replaced the traditional HUD 
(head up display) in the F-35.  All instrument and 
sensor data is displayed to the pilot on his face shield to 

A FIGHTER  FOR  ALL  SEASONS
THE F16 & A10 REMIX
The F-35A is primarily intended to replace the F-16 Fighting Falcon  
& the A-10 Thunderbolt II, but does far more than just replace these 
legacy platforms. The F-35A integrates new technologies, meets 
new lethality, and maintains affordability.  The F-35A has an internal 
weapons bay that can be configured for all air-to-ground ordnance,
air-to-air ordnance, or both. If stealth is not required, the F-35A has 
external pylons that can be loaded with additional ordnance to give 
the aircraft a weapons payload of more than 18,000 pounds.
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the first f-35a Was DelivereD  
to eGliN afb JulY 14, 2011. the “a” You 
see above Was a later auGust arrival.



What was your first impression of the F-35?
It's pretty impressive. I've never seen 
anything like it. Every little detail is so 
complex and precise. It's amazing to see 
all the advances we've made in technology. 
Simply unbelievable.

What's the difference between being on a 
Hollywood shoot verses being on location 
shooting with the F-35?
Well , I can honestly say I can't compare  
any shoot to this one with the F-35. 
This was a first for me and was also 
great a learning experience.

Would you rather be an Actor or a Pilot?
I enjoy telling stories and being able to move 
people to feel something. I love to create 
and explore emotion... but I'm sure being a 
pilot for an F-35 has some pretty damn good 
stories to tell too.

Anything else you'd like to add?
I would like to thank all the men and women 
who are involved in trying to make this world 
a better place. You’re truly selfless. 
Good luck in all your efforts.

hollY lYNch
oN the f-35 

f-35b DisplaYs vertical 
laNDiNG, Near-vertical 
taKe-off flaps

hIGhWAy TO The
DANGeRZONe

        By Taylor Faucet

As a mechanical engineer with my specialty 
in aerospace and fluid flow, I have helped 
to design and develop many various jet 
engines and jet engine control systems, 
including the GE engine in the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter also known to GE as 
the F135 engine.

I worked on the FMU (Fuel Metering 
Unit), the ABC (Afterburner Control), 
and the CAM (Core Actuation Module). 

I worked with a team of about 6 other 
design engineers tasked specifically with 
developing/inventing a package of 3 fuel 
system controls for the F135 engine (GE’s 
engine in the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter). 
The three controls are each comprised of 
a system of electro-hydraulic-servovalves, 
shuttle valves, relief and recirculation 
valves, temperature control valves, and 
flow dividers.

There is an amazing amount of engi-
neering that goes into the design of one 

of these components, on any given day I 
would be calculating flow and theoreti-
cal pressure drops in these components, 
I would be sitting with a drafter and 
designing the shapes and profiles or the 
components, both inside and out for size, 
flow, and weight optimization, which is a 
delicate balance. I would be running FEA 
and CFD on the components looking at 
maximum stress conditions, yielding, and 
the structural strength of these compo-
nents. That includes the strength under 
minimum machining tolerances, min or 
max possible temperature, maximum 
vibration, and at max pressure condi-
tions. On any other given days I could 
be working with tolerances and stack-ups 
and drawing reviews and cost analysis on 
the components.

Generally, on a high-level view, this is 
how the three controls work:  As inputs, 
these three main fuel system components 
that I helped to design and develop, take 
the large amount of fuel coming in from 

the main engine fuel pump and the boost 
pump, as well as an electrical computer  
signal from the aircraft’s computer (the 
FADEC, Full Authority Digital Elec-
tronic Control), and they output the ex-
act amount of fuel flow required at that 
exact moment. For the FMU, that fuel 
flow is to the fuel nozzles in the combus-
tion chamber creating a perfect mixture 
of air and fuel. For the ABC, that fuel 
flow output is to the Afterburner when it 
is turned on by the pilot, adding approxi-
mately 50% more of the engine’s thrust. 
For the CAM, that supply is to the various 
actuators and components that rely on 
fuel pressure for regulation.

The FADEC calculates and outputs the 
electrical signal to the FMU, the ABC,
and the CAM correlating to how much 
fuel should be supplied based on param-
eters such as throttle position, altitude, 
temperatures in several locations, humid-
ity, fan speed, air speed, flight envelope, 
pilot input, and a few others.

pUMp IT Up

soN of our 217 Mph 928 Driver         
creates f-35 fuel sYsteM

the f-35b’s reverse hiNGeD  
cocKpit proviDes both

better accessibilitY 
for creW aND pilot

as Well as proviDiNG 
Greater MoDularitY 

across various 
platforMs

first u.s. MariNe 
corps f-35b arriviNG
at eGliN afb:
JaNuarY 11, 2012

allow the pilot to continually track potential targets all around 
him/her.  There are also cameras mounted at strategic points 
around the aircraft which feed into the helmet display.  This 
allows the pilot to virtually see all around the aircraft as if the 
cockpit was not there.  This means the pilot can turn his/her 
head and see directly beneath the aircraft, or look directly 
behind without turning the head.  Its electronic warfare sys-
tem is designed to detect enemy aircraft first, and allow the 
electro-optical system to scan them, and action or evasion 
taken before it is detected.  It has been shown to effectively 
detect and jam F-22 radar.
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as Drastic & faNtastic 
as the plaNe itself is, 

it represeNts oNlY 1/10 of the 
eNtire f-35 proGraM that

locKheeD MartiN Describes as 
a sYsteM of sYsteMs With a 

DeGree of  MoDularitY to see 
the craft Well iNto future

leNGth     51.4 ft / 15.67 M
speeD     Mach 1.6
WiNGspaN    35 ft / 10.67 M
WiNG area    460 ft2 / 42.7 M2
coMbat raDius iNterNal fuel 590 N.Mi / 1,093 KM
iNterNal fuel capacitY  18,500 lb / 8,391.5 KG
Max G-ratiNG   9.0
WeapoNs paYloaD   18,000 lb / 8,164.67 KG

built With Gear-heaDs iN MiND
The F-35 JSF was designed from conception to be easily and 
cost effectively maintained.  It has been built with parts ar-
ranged in a modular fashion, with ninety-five percent of 
the field serviceable parts being “one deep”.  In addition, 
the radar absorbing skin is easier and more cost effective to 
maintain than previous aircraft.  What I find amazing is that 
when the plane comes in for service, it can tell ground crews 
what parts or fluids needs to be replaced, and order them 
automatically via network connection.

the plaNe of brotherlY love
The Joint Strike Fighter program is truly a joint program 
between our Air Force, Navy, and Marines; along with the re-
spective service branches of eleven participating nations.  All 
pilot and ground crew training worldwide will be conducted 
together in one location.  This allows for “cross talk” 

between the pilot and maintenance trainees which is expected 
to provide a richer educational experience.   The pilots and 
crews will be jointly deployed, with all three participating 
service branches being based together.

Jsf = More Motorfest reaDers

Currently, Eglin AFB will be the maintenance and hopefully 
the pilot training center for the entire program.  A beautiful 
training campus has been built, along with hangars  for the 
Air Force, Navy, and Marine aircraft stationed there.  Ac-
cording to a Air Force spokesperson, they expect 1700 full 
time personnel at full strength, along with 2200 students a 
year, 900 at any one time.  They also expect 24 USAF and 35 
Navy and Marine F-35s to be based there. In addition, Eglin 
AFB is the designated test facility for the JSF program.

Special thanks to the Men & Women of Eglin Air Force Base. 
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V8 SAlT ShAKeR 
  217Mph 928 
      a saltY tale froM the fast siDe

      by carl fausett

It’s Tuesday and time to get down to business. It has taken two years 
to build the car and engine for this land speed attempt, and we need 
to get three licensing runs done right now so we can get a valid land 
speed competitor’s license. After that, they’ll turn us loose for the rest 
of the week.

We’re here to attempt to break two records: the world Porsche 928 record 
set in July, 1998 at 205 MPH; and the BGMS (Blown Gas Modified Sports) 
car record of 231.5 MPH.

Our first licensing run is a formality for us. We have to exceed 125 MPH 
but stay under 150 MPH, and demonstrate that we can handle the car 
and follow the rules of the track. The pass goes off without a hitch, and 
I get the starter’s signature on my time slip required a checks & balance 
thing before making another next pass at higher speeds.

The next licensing run should have been just another formality, but it 
instead showed us we had a setup problem. On this run we were re-
quired to exceed 150 MPH but stay under 175, and again, I expected no 
trouble because I tickle 160 MPH on nearly every lap at Road America. 
Except that here the track is different (not smooth) the car is different 
(a completely different aero package than I have ever driven) and there 
have been a ton of changes to the suspension and set-up from our road 
racing norm.

The first time I “plowed” salt was at about 165 MPH on this licensing 
pass. Being a Bonneville rookie, I remember wondering for a moment 
what this white spray was that flew past the windshield. Then I figured it 
out. “OK, not a big deal, we thought this might happen. We just missed 
our guess for the front ride height, that’s all”, I thought.

Back in the pits, the full scale of the problem became more apparent. 
The salt secures itself into the intercooler and radiator at these speeds
like spraying wet plaster from a nozzle. It packs into all the crevices 
under pressure and then dries into a cake, several inches thick in some 
spots! What a nightmare it was, trying to remove the salt without dam-
age to the cooling cores.

We were pitted next to a racing team that had many years of Bonneville 
experience and many wins, and they were bottoming their chin spoiler 
on the salt too—in fact it ripped off and folded under their car and they 
drove over it. They are inspecting their tires now for cuts and the under-
carriage for damage.

“Terrible salt conditions this year” they complain. “Pot holes and soft 
patches.” We noted they were raising their ride height also, and com-
pletely removing the front spoiler off their second car. They told us a 
“trick” for removing the salt from the radiator core. “Get one of those 
little pump-up sprayers like you use to apply garden chemicals and 
such. Fill it with water. Dissolves the salt right out of there. Warm water 
works best”. We add it to the list of things to get the next time we go 
into town.

I had a crew of three of the best fellas you could ever want on hand with 
me, and Steve, Dan and Myles tore into the mess without hesitation. Armed 
with putty knives, scrapers, toothbrushes, and a vacuum cleaner, the first 
task was to get the radiators open again and clean the salt from the engine.

The second task was to ensure that it didn’t happen again. Simple stuff, 
raise the ride height an inch and we should be good. Surely the down force 
couldn’t be so great as to shove the nose down another inch, right? So 
‘round the car I go with the spanner wrench, adding an inch to the front 
and rear ride heights. This makes the chin spoiler 2.25” above the deck.

When I finished, we washed up, and filled the tow vehicle with water bottles 
and snacks. My Uncle Dale had brought his Honda to serve as our crew/

chase vehicle and that had all we needed to get ourselves and the race 
car down the service road and to the waiting line at the start. The “pits” 
at Bonneville are roughly at the 3-mile marker, so the start is at least 2.5 
miles to the south and land speed cars are not allowed to drive there, or 
anywhere, really. The rules require they be towed or pushed everywhere 
except when competing.

The weather was 75ish, sunny and calm. You stand next to your car, drink 
water, talk to the other racers, and wait your turn. A car launches, every-
body moves up 15 feet, and waits again. Repeat. It took about and hour 
and a half to get to the front of the line for our third and final run of the day.

I had 950 HP on tap, and hadn’t been able to get all the way into it yet. This 
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engine was pushing the Porsche 928 max 
engine output hard - in a world where 
500 HP Porsche 928 engines are uncom-
mon and 600 HP 928’s are rare, ours was 
producing 950 HP on nothing but gas 
and boost. Nobody knew how strong the 
aluminum block casting was and if we 
were going to knock the crank right out 
of the bottom.

This engine build started in 2009, the 
same year we were returning to Pikes 
Peak for our third time. We had a 650 HP 
motor in the 928 back then, and the de-
sign of this 950 HP motor had already be- 
gun on my workbench back in Wisconsin.

Over the last decade I had carefully mod-
ified and built each engine in my race car 
and had learned the “do’s and don’ts” 
peculiar to supercharging the Porsche 
928. The 650 HP motor performed admi- 
rably at Road America and Pikes Peak 
where it netted us a podium finish in the 
Open Division and made us the fastest 
2WD car in the class. Good stuff. Un-
like road racing with its short bursts of 
wide open throttle, Bonneville was going 
to stress the engine in new and differ-
ent ways because of nearly two uninter-
rupted minutes of being at full throttle 
and full load. In particular, the engine 
oiling and crankcase evacuation sys- 
tems needed special attention. I felt if we 
didn’t control the oil distribution and flow 
in the motor we’d probably pump all the 
oil up into the heads and starve the sump 
before the land speed run had finished 
(oil enters the heads a lot faster under 
pressure than it can drain back via grav-
ity alone).

Plus, evacuating the crankcase was a 
technical challenge at these boost levels. 
I designed the intake manifold, intake 
runners, and intercooler to handle 20 psi 
of boost, and we were running 17. Pis-
tons, rings, fitment and sealing all had 
to be perfect or the crankcase pressures 
would be off the charts, windage would 
be fierce, and the oil would be fouled with 
entrained air.

We had gone to Road America and Black-
hawk Farms several times this year for 
engine break-in and testing of the new 
oiling systems before we left Wisconsin. 
Of particular concern was the oil restric-
tors I had placed in the heads. By divert-
ing some oil flow away from the cam-

shafts, the heads would be less likely to 
get flooded with oil while the sump runs 
dry, and we would increase oil flow and 
cooling of the main and rod bearings. 
We’d bench-tested these restrictors in 
the shop and had quantified two ver-
sions, one that diverted 10% more oil 
to the crank from the cams and one that 
diverted 17%. We were using the 10% 
restrictors here, but if I went too far and 
diverted too much oil, we would end up 
scaring the camshaft lobes badly.

Because of the high boost levels and 
high-lift camshafts we were running, our 
valve springs were al- ready 50% stron-
ger than stock just to control the valves 
correctly. Friction and wear between cam 
lobe and cam follower would be much 
more than stock — and if I missed my 
numbers, I’d save the crank bearings 
only to ruin the cam lobes. All spring and 
summer we would test, then pull an oil 
sample and a camshaft cover, ship the 
oil sample off to be analyzed and visually 
inspect the lobes. Each of the tests and 
inspections came back positive— all in-
dications were that I hadn’t diverted too 
much oil to the crank and the we still had 
enough oil up top to do the job. Still, I 
thought and worried about this.

Finally we’ve moved up to the front of 
the line and it’s time to go. My crew chief 
shows the starter my signed time slip 
from the previous pass, which authorizes 
us now to try for our final licensing run of 
more than 175 MPH but less than 200. He 
nods, then reaches in and cranks on my 
lap and shoulder belts till it hurts. Really, 
really hard. He does this to everybody. The 
window net goes up, the doors go shut, 
and he signals me to lower my visor. Then 
he flags me off.

The start of each run seems anti-climat-
ic. All this excitement, and such a slow 
start. The salt is loose, the car has re-
ally tall 28.4” diameter rear tires on it, 
and the engine has so much power. It’s 
hard to find that middle-ground; enough 
rev’s to turn over those tall tires without 
lugging the engine, yet with- out lighting 
them up either. Especially with a grabby 
racing clutch. Everybody has these same 
issues, (tall gears, big motors, no trac-
tion) and stalled motors or rooster tails 
at the starting line are common. Its hard 
to launch at Bonneville and look like you 
know what you’re doing.

The quarter-mile markers started ticking by, and I work my way up though the gears. It all feels 
normal again, me and my 928, just another day at the track. Comfortable. I have a GPS speedometer 
mounted in front of me because with rear tires as tall as these, the factory speedometer is worth-
less, even if it could go high enough. And in case the GPS doesn’t get a good satellite signal, Myles 
worked out my speed-per-tach on paper and it’s stuffed into a spot next to the fire suppression sys-
tem. I review it just before each start—based on tire diameter and the final drive ratio, 200 MPH will 
be 5282 RPM, 210 will be 5480 rpm, and so on. I try to remember it now, but there’s a lot going on.

Each run is deceptively simple. Drive straight. How hard can that be? Well, except for the loose 
salt that covers the compacted salt... You have to constantly test and re-test your traction with 
the throttle, accelerate just until the tires slip, then hold it, let the car catch up, and ease into the 
throttle again. No sudden movements, and certainly don’t step out of the throttle when the tires slip 
or the back end will become the front end in a hurry. And the cross winds. Its very simple except for 
the crosswinds. What is there to stop the winds from blowing on a big, flat expanse of nothing the 
size of southern Lake Michigan? It didn’t help when the old- timers pointed at the mountains to the 
west and told us “see that gap right there? Where one mountain range stops and before the other 
one starts? The wind will channel right through that gap and cut across the race course between 
the 3 and 4 mile markers. Watch for it!” Great. I should be comfortably over 200 MPH by then and 
a cross-wind is just what I want.

Now the two-mile marker passes down the right side of the car. More throttle, more throttle, an- 
other tire slip, then more throttle. When I pass where the chin spoiler panned on the last run, there’s 
a moment of satisfaction. Now 180 MPH, then 190 MPH and Wham. The chin spoiler bottoms on the 
salt and I’m throwing “snow” all over the place. I know my run is over, so I lift out of the throttle 
which makes the nose drop and it gets worse. “Control the car”, I tell myself. Don’t touch the 
brakes. Pull the chute and turn off to clear the course so the next guy can go.” I kept the car under 
control and hit my speed target, so my 200 MPH land speed license is now complete, but we’ve got 
a problem.

This crew is tireless. Armed with the vacuum cleaner from the trailer, putty knives brass brushes, an 
air gun and a compressor, they dive at the car cleaning and dislodging salt from everywhere around 
the front of the motor. We won’t get another run in today, but these preparations are so we can get 
an early start tomorrow while the air is cool in the morning. And we’ve learned that the salt cake is 
easier to remove before it dries hard.

Then I raise the front another 3/4 inch, and the back another inch. I’m trying to keep some rake in 
the car because the entire belly is flat-panned for aero, with a venturi down the center where the 
exhaust system is nested. The sides are skirted, and the back of the pan ends in a large full-width 
rear diffuser. All of this is meant to provide down force with minimal drag, as we cannot use the tra-

left: the busiNess eND of the 928 porsche
above: here iN the office, carl’s focus is forWarD 
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ditional wings and canards and spoilers of road 
racing. So when raising the front again, I have 
to raise the rear with it to keep the rake angle 
correct. When the tools are finally put away and 
the car is covered, we head off for that hardware 
store.

Wednesday dawns bright and clear and calm, 
with little or no crosswinds at all. Perfect re-
cord- setting weather. What’s new today is the 
swarm of X-Class cars and the 130 MPH and 150 
MPH cars that have joined us. We had the long 
course to ourselves yesterday, but no more. The 
X-Class cars are people that just want to take 
their stock street-legal car for a run to see what 
it’ll do. Some want to find out, some want to just 
say they’d driven on the Bonneville Salt Flats. If 
I owned a Z06 or something, I can imagine I’d 
be one of them—but for now they’re just an an-
noyance, doubling and tripling the lines waiting 
to run.

With Tuesday nights last adjustment, the chin 
splitter is now 3” above the ground, and the rear 
is about 3.5”. We expect two inches of spring 
compression (just like our last run) and at speed 
the chin splitter should be 1” off the deck. But 
at this height, I worry if the side skirts will func- 
tion, or will they let too much air under the car. 
We decide to put tell-tales on our front shocks so 
we can measure the suspension travel this run 
and stop guessing. Then we can measure the 
travel, calculate the load, and set the ride height 
where we know it’ll be good.

I find, when we get to the front, that the starter 
knows us. “Hey, the Snow Plows back!” Funny. 
He asks if we think we have it sorted out, and we 
describe the plan, the tell-tales on the suspen- 

sion, the coming measurement, the calculations, 
the science. We’ve got this. He nods and smiles, 
but he doesn’t look convinced.

The car gets a little squirrely at about 95 MPH, 
but I have learned that the aero devices seem 
to come in just above 100 and stabilize things 
nicely. And they do so again. I am marching up 
through the gears with some optimism, but not 
as much as yesterday. After all, we thought we 
had it fixed then, too, and we didn’t. What if this 
was the same?

The second mile marker comes and goes and I’m 
still accelerating. You make micro-adjustments 
on the steering wheel, your busy, but every action 
is very sensitive and controlled. I watch the GPS 
speedometer click up thru the numbers and see 
165 go by, and now 190, both places where we 
bottomed out before and we’re still good. 

Then the car gets light and loose again, just like 
it does at 90-something. Will it firm up if I push 
through it? Or get worse? “What have we done 
to the aero on this thing?” I wonder. Stepping 
into the throttle harder, I keep going. 200 MPH 
just ticks by... then 199, then 200, 201, then 199 
again... the rear tires are spinning and I cant get 
traction enough to get over this wall. The car is 
wandering and I’m having to correct the steer-
ing a LOT. And the chin starts throwing “snow” 
again. I can’t believe it.

This time I shift into neutral so the nose doesn’t 
drop as far off-throttle. Pulling the parachute 
brings the nose down hard and I turn into a genu-
ine earth-mover grader guy. There’s so much salt 
going over the windshield it looks like bucking 
snow drifts back in Wisconsin.

I pull off the course to the left. Left, always left, 
never right unless you want all the safety vehicles 
to descend on you and stop the race. You’re told 
at the Driver’s Meeting that you better be on fire 
or having a heart attack for that! A race official 
meets me as I get out of the car and hands me an 
ice-cold bottle of water. His face is darkly tanned 
and creased with a hundred wrinkles from a life-
time of officiating Bonneville events. “that was 
exciting, wasn’t it!?” He’s not asking... it just a 
conversation-starter for what comes next. “Look, 
a steward is going to come talk to you. We can’t 
have you keep doing this—one of these times you 
might not recover so nicely.”

“Am I damaging the course for the other cars?” 
I ask. I have genuine compassion for how much 
time and work it takes to get a car here and I’d 
hate to be the guy that shuts down the race track 
because I’m ripping it up. “Oh, hell no” he re-
plies, “your doing a fine job of grading—we 
wish you could do more of it” he smiles wryly ’ 
but we’re concerned for your safety.” Pointing 
at my spoiler, he adds “One of these times that 
thing might stick in the ground and you’ll pole-
vault right over it. We’ve seen it happen!” I don’t 
argue—there’s no point. He’s right and I know it. 
Just as he said, a race steward arrives in just a 
few minutes while I am still stretching my legs 
and collecting my thoughts. My crew pulls up in 
the chase vehicle at about the same time, and I 
didn’t have to say a thing to them, there is salt 
all over the hood and nose of the car. They know.
“I’m going to put a provisional tech sticker on 
your car” the Steward says. The car will have 
to be re-teched, and we want to hear what your 
plans are to fix this problem before we let you go 
out again. After its re-inspected, the Inspector 
will sign this and you’re good to go.”
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My crew heard my whole spiel and as it roughly 
matched our dinner conversation last night, had 
nothing to add. All that is left now is to get back 
to the pits and figure out how to do it.

The 928 has double-wishbone suspension, a 
true no-compromise racing design and is the 
only Porsche model so equipped. But dropping 
a stop in there somewhere was going to be a 
challenge. We set to work cleaning the salt out 
of the radiators (again) and checking for dam-
age (again) while we had an open discussion 
about how to limit the bottom of the suspension 
travel.

The SCTA rules we were racing under do not al-
low any solid suspensions... all wheels must be 
sprung and shocked. Otherwise, we could just 
remove the spring and slide in a block of what-
ever to take it’s place. We would have to be a 
little more clever than that, and the answer was 
to let the suspension move for the first inch or 
so, then allow it to settle on the stops we would 
make. Then it would both pass the rules and 
limit our final loaded ride height.

I also hoped that by firming up the front end in 

this way the down-force from the chin splitter 
would load the tires directly, giving me better 
steerage and control. That squirrely business at 
200 MPH was no fun and I didn’t like my chanc-
es north of that.

The final design was elegantly simple; a steel 
tube slid over the shock absorber rod, cut to 
length so that when the suspension lowered 
to the height we set, the shock absorber would 
stop further travel. As the spring is already 
shock-mounted on the 928, the shock mounts 
are already designed to carry the weight of the 
vehicle, so we should be good.

Discussions between us, the tech inspectors, 
and the crew next door arrive at an inch and-
a- half being about the right final height for 
the chin spoiler with current track conditions. 
In other years and events you can carry your 
ground effects must closer to the deck—but 
not this year.

Although we have been focused on the aero-
dynamic down force alone, there are two other 
forces also acting upon the front ride height. The 
first being the suspension movement caused by 

the bumps and holes in the course, and the sec-
ond being the ground effects suction. With the 
side skirts, belly pan, and rear diffuser all being 
designed to create negative pressure under-
neath the car, when the chin splitter gets within 
about a half inch of the ground the negative 
pressures under it actually contribute to suck-
ing the chin splitter down the rest of the way. 
So you can travel thru that last half inch pretty 
quickly once you get into it.
At an inch-and-a-half, we should have enough 
tire sidewall to keep the nose off the salt and 
still have some compliance between us and the 
road.

The water-sprayer is really the trick setup for 
removing the salt, although I hate that we are 
making the salt more corrosive than it already 
is by wetting it. The crew put about 5 gallons 
through that sprayer into those radiators and 
coolers spraying from both sides, and they kept 
rinsing and rinsing until we had quite a puddle 
on the tarp under the car.

It’s in the 90’s with a bright, cloudless sky, so 
I’m sure working with the water outside was 
better than what I was doing. The thermometer 
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expect for a starting line launching land speed 
attempts. He chats with me for a moment, checks 
my straps and cranks on them (it wouldn’t mat-
ter how tight they were, he’d get another inch out 
of them)!

The doors go shut, and the starter steps back 
about ten feet in front of me. He’s clutching his 
headset and trying to listen for the “course is 
clear” from the officials on the other end. After a 
moment, he spins his finger in the air—the sig- 
nal to start your engine. I crank it over and she 
fires promptly as if she’s as excited as I am to get 
out there and get at it. Then I get the “flip down 
your visor” signal, followed by the thumbs up 
“are you ready” signal which I thumbs-up 
back at him; and he sends me with a sweep-
ing softball side-arm looking gesture.

The launch is good, but the car is running a little 
rough at the top of first gear. Between first and 
second I blip the throttle high and black soot 
belches out the pipes behind me. Right. All those 
3-minute burns for the last 5 hours keeping the 
engine warm fouled her up a little bit with no 
chance to clean her out.

They clock me at 192 MPH at the end of the sec-

ond mile, and those speeds where previously the 
car has been loose never even appear. This is 
great! No wandering, no light-in-the-nose feel-
ing, no problems. It’s the first time the car has 
felt this stable on course all week.

Every MPH gained up here comes slowly. The 
engine is running great, and I have gobs more 
power than I have traction. I have to be so care-
ful with the throttle, easing into it harder and 
gently harder until the tires break free and spin, 
letting off ever so gently till they grab again and 
repeating the process. The traction is so bad, it 
takes a mile to coax the car from 192 to 205 MPH 
at the end of mile four. I start to think that I will 
run out of race course before I hit my numbers. 
After all, at these speeds I’m covering a mile in 
under 17 seconds.

I’m watching the GPS speedo, and there’s a rush 
as I see 205 MPH record go buy, followed by 206, 
then 207, still slowly gaining. The steering wheel 
adjustments are so many and so slight its like 
my hands aren’t moving at all. More pedaling 
the throttle, another tire breaks free, an- other 
adjustment to catch that tire again and more 
throttle. When I break the laser at the end of the 
5th mile, I have nudged the car up to 216.63537 

MPH—a new world record. There is another 
measured mile in front of me, but only the Bonn-
eville Lakesters are allowed to use it. They can 
stay on the throttle until the end of the 6th mile, 
and have until 7 to slow down. For just a moment 
I consider keeping going... “I’m still accelerat-
ing! I’m not done!” I think to myself, and wonder 
how much trouble I’d be in if I used it. I wonder 
if they’d even score it. So I decide that, since I 
may want to come back and play again, I should 
stay on their good side. Reluctantly, I step out 
of the throttle, and the car adjusts beneath me 
and gets squirrelly. Once it’s stable again and 
straight, I pull the chute. I have my record, and 
I’m grinning ear to ear.

When the car finally comes to a stop, my friend 
the official is right there with a bottle of ice-wa-
ter for me. I don’t even want to get out of the car, 
I don’t want it to be over. And I’m very glad I de-
cided to turn off like I was supposed to, because 
I already know that I AM coming back.

in the trailer says 106 deg F and its all of that. 
Sawing and filing away to form the metal sus-
pension stops, the guys keep checking on me and 
bringing me water to replace what’s dripping off 
me. When I get close, Dan relieves me at the vise 
and makes them perfect while I cool off in the 90 
deg sun outside.

Because of the influx of all the new X-Class, 130 
and 150-class cars, tech was swamped and it 
took him a little bit to get over to us. But once 
we had his attention he had nothing on his mind 
but us. Its always good to find a 928 lover, and 
you never know where you will meet one. Frank 
admitted that he had always admired the 928 
and was happy to see us competing. Our design 
and our fabrication pleased him, he signed our 
sticker, and we were cleared to race again.

Now its about 3:00 PM. I’m toast from all the 
sweating in the trailer, and even if we could 
queue up at the starting line immediately, 
the line is so long and its so late in the day 
there is a good chance we wont be able to 
run anyway. We discuss this, and opt for 
first run of the morning to test this when the 
air is cooler, and the air is more dense. 

Air temp and density at Bonneville is another 
one of those bar-stool arguments (debates that 
will not end until the beer runs out). There is no 
right answer—some believe that the hotter air 
benefits the land speed racer because it is thin-
ner, less dense, so offers less air resistance. The 
other side counters with “it also makes less HP” 
and prefers to run in cooler temps when the air 
resistance is greater, but the engine runs cooler 
and has more power.

Right now, I’m drained and damn hot. First run in 
the cool of the morning sounds good. We pack up 
the tools and trailer and put the race car to bed 
under a car cover. Then its off to the campsite to 
hydrate and sit in the shade.

Sleep doesn’t come easy for me—I keep run-
ning through the scenarios in my head. On the 
one hand, we have just put the nose of the car 
down on to steel. It will be suspension-less 
except for the sidewalls of the tires. Yet the 
back is still free to move. Will the combina-
tion be undriveable? But leaving it as it was 
is not much of an option either, as the car was 
already very hard to keep straight and under 
control. I conclude (again) that we have to try 
this, we’ve tried everything else.

Thursday. We arrive at about 8:30, rested and 
cautiously optimistic. Now we are Bonneville 
pro’s and know better than to waste time eat-
ing in the pits. I suit up, and we pack Uncle 
Dale’s Honda with our food and drink, and hook 
up the tow strap to the 928. The idea is to get 
in line, and eat and drink our way to the front 
as we please.

The weather is like yesterday, its going to be 
in the low 90’s and still enough with about a 4 
MPH crosswind. As predicted, the lines to race 
are the longest we have seen thus far, and it 
takes us almost 5 hours to get near the front. 
Every hour or so, I start the engine and warm 
it a little, bringing the water temp up to about 
180 before shutting it off. There will be no 
time to warm the engine at the starting line 
and you don’t want to go flogging a cold motor 
with cold oil. So keeping the block warm in the 
waiting line is your only option.

At 2:00 in the afternoon we finally arrive at the 
front of the line at the long-course. As busy as 
the starter is with as many entrants as there are, 
he takes a long time with us and makes sure ev-
erything is just right. Again, it was anti-climatic. 
It just seems slower and calmer than you would 

flip to paGe 27 to reaD carl’s 
soN taYlor fausett’s accouNt 
of the f-35 fuel sYsteM
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Call for the best VaCation rentals on holiday isle  
now offering aCCommodations sleep 2 to 22 people

970 gulf shore driVe destin, florida 32541 
bluemarlinrealtygroup.Com | 850.837.7800

DeSTINCAR ClUb 

 a club liKe No other oN a coast liKe No other

by alabama charlie

on saturday, November 5th, 2011 Destin car 
club was part of the Mille 2011 that coin-
cide with four major porsche Milestones; 
the 60th anniversary of porsche in the usa, 
the 51st anniversary of the porsche club of 
america peach state region, the 25th an-
niversary of the porsche 944 turbo and the 
25th anniversary of the porsche 959, the 
Mille embarked on a challenge that would 
be a record breaking attempt! the past 
Guinness World record was 2325 and was 
set in Germany 2008 by ingo robener with 
porsche freuDe, that’s an amazing num-
ber of porsches.

the parade took my 1987 928-s4 porsche 2.6 
miles as we drove around the perimeter of 
atlanta Motor speedway on public 

roads. We assembled in the earnhardt park-
ing lot just outside the aMs track. the pa-
rade departed out the front main entrance, 
the GaDot & henry county sheriff’s Depart-
ment closed a lane for porsches!  We then 
went right out of atlanta Motor speedway 
onto herman talmadge blvd/us 19, then we  
make a right onto richard petty blvd, then a 
right  onto speedway blvd, then right into 
the back entrance of atlanta Motor speed-
way in through the tunnels and into the 
infield.

the attempt to break the Guinness book of 
the longest parade of porsche’s did not make 
it. but, the high bank of atlanta speedway in 
my porsche sure was fun.

A heARTy 
DeDICATION
this past fall the club 
cruised over to the opening 
of sacred heart hospital’s 
new cardiac rehabilitation 
center, made possible in 
part by a heart-healthy 
contribution, in excess 
of $100,000, by the Destin 
car club.

• 24 laps oN the atlaNta Motor speeDWaY 
• approxiMatelY 300+ porsches
• 1.54 Mile quaD-oval • 24 DeGree baNKs

JoiN the DestiN car club 
oNliNe at DestiNcarclub.orG



 heCKUVA
hUGlU
the best 12 GauGe You’ve 
Never hearD of
by alabama charlie
executive editor | armament awareness 

Dominic Damiano stopped over at my house in Alabama took one 
look at my shotgun and asked “where did you get that Huglu from.” 
Cool, you know a lot about Huglu? Dom: No I k now a lot about guns, 
so how did you come about getting the Huglu shotgun?

Several years ago I lived in Adana Turkey and discovered a 
Turkish gun manufacture, Huglu shotgun manufactured 
in Huğlu Halk Kütüphanesi, Turkey. I did some research 
on the Turkish manufacture and to my surprise; 
Huglu is one of the largest shotgun manufac-
tures in Europe.  Huglu produces over 45,000 
shotguns per year. Huglu’s range from in-
expensive to high-grade over and under, 
side by side and autoloader. Huglu 
produces two distinct lines of 
shotguns. One is sold in Africa, 
the Near, Middle and Far 
East and the Balkans. 
This is a 



low-price line of guns that does extremely well in these and other coun-
tries. The higher-quality premium line, which Huglu USA is importing, is 
sold primarily in Europe and the United States. The first thing that strikes 
you is the quality of the gun and its very reasonable price. The low price is 
possible because Huglu is a cooperative. It was established in 1962 with 
155 original shareholders. The use of modern CNC machinery and the low 
cost of labor in the city of Huglu also help keep prices at bargain levels.

Huglu employs over 1,000 craftsmen in a modern factory of over 35,000 
square feet. There is a sizeable cottage industry supporting the main 
production facility. The plant is also an outsourcing facility for European 
gun manufacturers, making parts for some of the most respected names 
in Europe under subcontract. 

All Huglu receivers are CNC machined out of a solid block of heat-treated 
C1040 steel, as are the mono blocs. The over & under mono blocs are jew-
eled - a nice touch. Barrels are grade C1060 carbon steel and are heat-
treated to a hardness of 24 HRC. There were no bulges or ripples evident 
on the barrels of my sample gun. They were smooth and uniform. Barrels 
are available from 26” to 30” in the hunting and sporting models and up 
to 32” on the trap model. All Huglu shotguns have 3” chambers and long 
forcing cones, including the 16 and 28-gauge models. The barrels on the 
U2E I tested were 27-3/4”. The over & under all have vented top ribs. Side 
ribs are solid up to the front of the forearm and then vented to the muzzle.

I was ambivalent about the matte-black chrome finish on the barrel, 
despite the fact it was well done. I was told future imports will probably 
have polished blued barrels. Huglu USA is collecting feedback on  
American tastes and preferences.

The over & under is a box lock and uses a cross between the Boss 
bifurcated-lump design and the Browning chopper-lump design. While 
the lumps are bifurcated, a la Boss, they go through the bottom of the 
receiver floor like on the Browning. The barrels pivot on stub pins in the 
receiver wall like on the Boss but are locked by a full-width bolt just below 
the bottom barrel, as on the Browning. The receiver is shallower than the 
Browning’s by 1/8” but deeper than a true Boss design would be. It looks 
to be a very sturdy setup.

The U2E  seemed to place the bottom barrel more in the palm of my hand 
than my usual gun. This may have been because of the Schnabel forearm 
(my gun has a beavertail forearm) or that 1/8” depth difference made it 
feel that way. It just may be a combination of both. No matter, it was very 
comfortable to shoot and felt right. I liked it.
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The box lock side-by-sides use the double-bite 
chopper-lump system and a cross bolt through 
the barrel extension. It is one strong-looking 
setup. I’d say you would have a hard time 
shooting a Huglu side-by-side loose. They are 
available in 12, 16, 20 and 28 gauges. Receivers 
are scaled to the gauge.

The action is clean and simple. The sears hang 
from the top strap, along with the barrel selector 
and manual safety mechanism. The trigger group 
is not removable. The hammers are bottom-
pivoting and are driven by a pair of substantial-
looking coil springs. All visible parts were well-
machined and easy to get at for replacement or 
cleaning. Huglu engineers definitely believe in 
the “KISS” system.

Wood-to-metal fit was very good on the U2E. As 
you would expect from a gun made in Turkey, 
the wood was above average for any comparably 
priced gun. In fact, the most expensive Huglu I 
looked at, the U3EL priced at $2,895, had wood 
equivalent to a very pricey Perazzi I drooled over 
in New Orleans. The checkering was sharp on 
the U2E, but there were some overruns into the 
border. That was not present on the higher-priced 
models, as you would expect. The over & under 

have either a beavertail or Schnabel for end.

Most of the models are completely covered by 
very nice hand engraving. The U2E receiver had 
no spot untouched by the engraver’s tool.  A few 
models had black-matte receivers, but most had 
engraved chrome-white finishes.

If blued receivers hit your hot button, the U1E 
over & under with its classic looks and engrav-
ing is the Huglu for you. The top lever and safety 
switch on test gun were castings and left a 
little to be desired. I hope this will be corrected 
on future models. The gun was so well done in 
every other respect; it was a surprise to have 
these two, very visible parts not machined. Most 
models are available with either fixed or screw-in 
choke tubes. The choke-tube guns come with five 
chokes: cylinder, improved cylinder, modified, 
improved modified and full. Additional chokes  
are available from Huglu USA.

A purpose-dedicated stack barrel, the U4E is 
available in two versions - Sporting or Trap - and 
yes, the adjustable comb is standard!
Huglu USA has been selling guns on the internet 
direct to buyers through licensed dealers and 
gunsmiths. You can view the entire line of Huglu 

USA products at that site. Huglu over & under 
are priced from $345 for the UO field model with 
double triggers, extractors, light engraving and 
five chokes to $2,895 for the top-of-the-line 
U3EL. Some over & under models are available 
in 12 gauge to .410 bore. Others are available in 
12 and 20 gauges only. All receivers are scaled 
to the gauge. The competition guns are very 
reasonably priced at $995 for the U4E Trap and 
$1,335 for the U4E Sporting Clays model. The 
U4E Sporting Clays comes with an adjustable 
comb as standard equipment. The Sporting Clays 
and Trap models are built in 12 gauges only. The 
side-by-sides are priced from $580 for the SO 
model with straight English stock, double trig-
gers, extractors, light engraving and five choke 
tubes to $2,995 for the S3EL model with side 
plates and elaborate engraving. Huglu manufac-
tures two gas-operated autoloaders. The AU1 is 
matte-black chromed and is priced at $299. The 
AU1 Mariner has a silvered rust-resistant finish 
and is priced at $315. No one can knock the 
semi-Boss design of the Huglu; it’s sturdy. I have 
heard nothing but complimentary things about 
the Huglu out of Europe, where they have been 
shooting them for quite some time. 

As far as I can tell, a Huglu will stand up for years. 



show Me the Mackerel
big money guys love tournaments like the emerald 
coast billfish classic - fishecbc.com which is held 
every year in the 3rd week of June in sandestin. 
they pay out huge prize money for catching the 
largest Marlin, tuna, Dolphin and Wahoo, as well 
as several no-kill awards in the release category. in 
2012, the entry fee is a mere $5,000, plus another 
$2,000 for the release category awards. but, before 
scraping together $7,000 to go chase the million 
dollar jackpot more is needed. optional jackpots al-
low you to pay more and win more. Depending on 
size of your pocketbook, and your ego, to go “all in” 
will set you back $76,023.50. ask any experienced 
crew member on the dock and he’ll provide you 
the time honored advice that “you absolutely must 

ONSWeDISh
$eA$
2,600hp oceaN borN luxurY - viKiNG 82
by Matt condon  

big time marlin fishing tournaments that occur along the 
Gulf coast in the summer months bring out the largest and 
most powerful sport fishing yachts to compete for their share 
of big money and bragging rights. the prize often exceeds 
$1 million. but it’s the pride and glory of winning that truly 
drives these titans on the water to spend a “little extra” to gain 
a competitive edge. 

tournament fishing is an addictive blend of high-stakes gam-
bling, ego-boosting displays of wealth, and chest pounding 
bravado nicely packaged as a fun weekend of fishing with 
your friends. smiles and sportsmanship abound, but at the 
heart of the matter everyone wants to win big and look damn 
good doing it. so, what does it take to compete & win?

big boys beget big toys
there are no rules for the size of the vessel that can enter 
a tournament. but, if you like to play with the big boys, it 
helps to have a big toy too. Galati Yacht sales in Destin, fl 
sells the most popular brand of tournament sport fishing 
yachts – viking Yachts. the New Jersey based builder offers 
a fleet that ranges from 42’ – 82’. their largest model – the 
82 convertible, will set you back a tad over $7 mil and will 
assure you entry into the elite world of sport fishing. this be-
hemoth is powered by 2,600hp Mtu series 2000 M94. this 
beast of an engine is manufactured by the German-based 
Mtu friedrichshafen and will deliver speeds in excess of 40 
mph in a yacht that weighs in at over 150,000 pounds. 
indeed impressive!
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go across the board” or you will regret 
leaving winnings on the table, not to 
mention his tip is based on the total 
winnings. 

the sport of tournament fishing is big 
boats with big engines chasing big 
money. if you missed your chance to 
be the star quarterback in college, or 
win a gold metal in the olympics, you 
can still compete at a high level in this 
sport. besides some fishing experience, 
the only special skill needed is the abil-
ity to carry a very heavy wallet. 
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traxioN 4x4 off roaD
south siDe atlaNta
by Jeff Mills 

My interest in off roading started about 14 years ago,  
i had purchased a toyota pickup truck and recent-
ly moved to northern california. i rented a room in a 
three bedroom house and one of my roommates (John) 
owned a lifted chevy z71 pick up and i loved the way it 
looked. it wasn’t long until we were in the garage put-
ting a three inch body lift and 31 inch tires on my 

 

truck. Now, i thought i had an off road rig and i wanted 
nothing more than to take it 4 wheeling.  i started seek-
ing out local people who knew the area and had an 
interest in off roading; i met a guy named Jeff and a 
few of his buddies who with their families would go 
camping and 4 wheeling every couple of months. My 
first opportunity to go we went and it wasn’t long until 

 SOCAl TO
SOUTheRN
ROCK

D A V  I D  S M I T H

As the Leading Exotic, Luxury & Sports 
Car Company in Northwest Florida, 
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i realized that my almost stock 
toyota was not going to be ad-
equate for the trails in northern 
ca.. Jeff whom i mentioned ear-
lier just happened to own a shop 
that worked exclusively on 4x4’s. 
after i had saved up enough 
money i shopped around and 
ordered a 4 inch suspension lift, 
33 inch tires,  4:88 gears and a 
Detroit locker for the rear axle 
and had it all installed. our first 
trip was to hollister hills, it was 
me, my girlfriend rebecca and 
my son tyler who was about 
6 years old at the time. We 
went with Jeff who also drove 
a toyota that was equipped 
similar to mine, bob who had 
a beautiful 1960’s ford bronco 
that would go any where and 
a few other guys with all differ-
ent makes and models of trucks 
and jeeps. hollister hills is an off 
road park with hill climbs, trails, 
mud pits, tire pits etc… We had 
a great weekend, my first time 
out and my truck went every-
where i tried to take it. over the 

next couple of years we went 
camping and 4 wheeling several 
times, one of my favorite places 
to go was bassy falls which was 
north of sacramento. bassy falls 
not only had great 4 wheeling 
but about 4 or 5 miles into the 
trail it opened up at the base of 
a beautiful water fall. My son ty-
ler loved it, everyone staying at 
the park would go there so there 
were big lifted rigs everywhere 
and other kids to play with. it 
was a good spot to take a break, 
look at other trucks and meet 
new people who loved climb-
ing stuff with trucks! What could 
be better?  but all good things 
must come to and end right? 
eventually i sold my truck and 
got married to my beautiful wife 
rebecca who was active Duty in 
the air force at the time and it 
wasn’t long until we had orders 
and were moving back to the 
east coast.

fast forward 13 years its 2011, i 
am still married to rebecca and 

A/C  Services Dealer Scheduled Maintenance
Brakes   

   
Tune-Ups /

  
CV

 
Axles

We Provide Major/Minor Service & Repair

410 Johns Sims Pkwy,  Nicevi l le  850-678-1789

LOUISIANA SEAFOOD,  NORTH BAY D I N I N G



we have three kids of our own. ajay is 8, Kasey 
is 5 and Kaylee is 4. We have started camping 
again with ajay and his cub scout Den and 
it brought back some fond memories. i had 
thought about building a new rig many times 
over the years but when we started having kids 
it just wasn’t feasible. Now the kids are older, 
they love to camp. over the past year i have 
been looking for a Jeep to build. in July i found 
my Jeep on ebay and it was almost exactly 
what i wanted. i bought it from a guy in colo-
rado, made a few improvements and it’s ready 
to go 4 wheeling. i love this Jeep! My kids think 
it’s the biggest jeep in town.  its a 1982 Jeep 
cJ7 with a spring over lift with 38” tires, Dana 
44 axles with 5:89 gears and arb lockers front 
and rear. i added a full roll cage and 5 point 
harnesses in the back for the kids, all i needed 
now was to find a off road club in the local 
area. 

after an extensive search and checking the web 
i found some great places to off road like river 

rock orv in Milledgeville, Ga, Durham town 
plantation in Greensboro, Ga and many more 
but i also found that there are no clubs south 
of atlanta. i looked at a couple of different 
clubs and even signed up with one who held 
there meetings in atlanta, after thinking it over 
i decided that it was way too far and never at-
tended a meeting. at this point i started think-
ing about trying to start my own club but really 
didn’t know how to go about it. as luck would 
have it, i met Nikki sheets, one of the owners of 
city tap bar in peach tree city and we started 
discussing ways to boost business for the bar. i 
suggested holding a jeep or 4x4 rally night and 
things have really taken off from there. What 
started out as a way to meet fellow off road 
enthusiast and a business opportunity has 
turned into a full blown event with sponsors 
like 4 Wheels parts, a local Jeep Dealer, summit 
racing,  a local radio station and ultimately the 
creation of south side traxion 4x4, the first and 
only off road club south of atlanta! 
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it’s Your last Meal, sMart MoNeY’s oN JiM beaM
by alabama charlie

bread pudding with Jim beam bourbon & honey sauce sure makes the ultimate southern comfort food. 
in 2012 i’ll try to resolve to think beyond a ho-hum box of chocolate for a gift. instead i might pass on this 
treat which marries two southern specialties, Kentucky bourbon and local honey. 

this stolen receipt is one comfort food that welcomes you home, soothes you, and fills the house with 
an enticing aroma. it’s a best-of both-worlds dessert, mostly since it’s legal to carry over the alabama state line.

 
 aMouNt                iNGreDieNts                            

 1 loaf     italian bread, torn in small pieces
 2 cups     heavy cream
 1  ½ cups    rasins
 1  ½ cups    Walnuts, coarsely chopped
 4     chicken eggs
 1 ½     cups sugar
 2 tablespoons    vanilla
 1 ½ teaspoons    cinnamon
 2 cups     red bay homemade honey
 1 ¼ cup    Jim beam bourbon
 1 stick     unsalted butter          serves 12-15

this bread pudding recipe is based on one from the famed bon ton cafe, in New orleans. My friend Joseph 
broussard  has been making this bread pudding in his family for years and made me a batch on a visit to New 
orleans. My sauce is loaded with bourbon (broussard says that the alabama charlie’s version sauce has even 
more bourbon in it), so you might want to use somewhat less. Ken brown wife ann still gets a dazed and 
happy look in her eyes when this bread pudding is mentioned.

preparatioN: place the torn bread into a large bowl and toss well with the heavy cream. let soak for 31 
minutes. soak raisins in ¼ cup bourbon for 30 minutes. combine raisins, walnuts, eggs, sugar, vanilla and 
cinnamon in medium-size bowl. Mix well.  toss chicken egg mixture with the bread and pour into a greased 
13x9x2 inch pan. combine honey, bourbon and butter in a saucepan. place over medium heat; bring to a boil 
while stirring. let sauce boil about 30 seconds. remove from heat sand slowly pour over the bread pudding.

bake 30 to 35 minutes at 350 degrees, remember to keep your dam fingers out of the pudding until served.

slices of heaveN

membership boat Club  |  Charters  |  Vessel management  |  soCial eVents

D

Rental with Boat Access

850-273-1966
destinpremierclub.com

CENTER CONSOLE • DECK BOAT • BOW RIDER • CRUISERS • ALL AVAILABLE WITH RENTAL

estin Premier Club

The Destin Premier Club gives boat club members access 
to a fleet of vessels without the typical hassles and expense 

of ownership. Our concierge members also enjoy 
additional services, exclusive travel and dinning options. 

destinpremierclub.com  |  850-273-1966
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i decided to buy a bike three years ago, because i wanted 
to do more than ride on the back of one. i decided to buy 
a Kawasaki vulcan 900cc. i fell in love with the feeling of 
handling a motorcycle and the freedom of just riding.  
also, our local biker community is a bunch of awesome people. 
i’ve never met a stranger on a motorcycle. these people are the 
friendliest and most caring group i’ve ever been around. i usually 
ride to local bike night events and always attend the thunder-
beach bike rally in panama city beach, florida at least once a year. 
i currently work as a promotional model for a local biker apparel 
business which is double fun for me... i get to model and be 
surrounded by motorcycles! 

What could be more fun than that!? :)
modelmayhem.com/amberclover

ReADeRSRIDeS
aMber raYNe’s vulcaN 900

MODel
CITIZeN
a vulcaN MiND MelD
by aMber raYNe

aMber raYNe 
full tiMe MotorcYclist
part tiMe MoDel
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46’ Jefferson MY
Majestic Multi Deck
$ 142,900
_________________________

once a Destin boat her surveyor owner has her aggressively 
for sale.  Diesel, hull painted, clean interior, excellent deal! 
contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 850.499.7013
unitedyacht.com

2005 aston Martin vanquish s
titanium silver / secret agent
$ 94,900
_________________________

engine v12 5.9ltransmission Manual cylinders 12 cylinder
exterior titanium silver interior caspian blue premium 
leather Miles 16,100 phone 305-445-2909 
tnolautos.com

2009 Maserati Granturismo s
Northern italian super Model
$ 97,900
_________________________

engine v8 4.7l transmission automatic cylinders 8 cylinder
exterior Grigio alfieri  interior rosso corallo submodel s
Miles 24,050 stock Number 045390  phone 305-445-2909 
tnolautos.com

2005 Dodge viper srt10
can’t have enough of these snakes on this plane
$ 45,000
_________________________

engine 8.3 l transmission Manual cylinders 10 cylinder
exterior red interior black Miles 19,804 stock Number 
5v501382 phone 877-577-0717 
tnolautos.com

2012 Jaguar xJ xJl
big red cat
$ 81,575
_________________________

engine 5 l transmission automatic cylinders 8 cylinder
exterior red interior submodel xJl Miles 7 
stock Number J796 phone 805-654-0100 
tnolautos.com

2005 ferrari 430 berlinetta
Mid-engine pope-country rocketship
$ 179,995
_________________________

engine v8 4.3l transmission automatic cylinders 8 cylinder
exterior rosso corsa interior tan  Miles 23,217 
stock Number 142685 phone 334-475-9653
tnolautos.com

2007 bentley continental Gt
0,000,000 Miles for queen & country
$ 104,000
_________________________

engine 6 l transmission automatic cylinders 12 cylinder
exterior dark sapphire interior sahara tan diamond cut 
Miles 0 stock Number 7c050562 phone 954-773-8472 
tnolautos.com

32’ 2005 sea ray 320 sundancer
stored out of water
$ 94,900

_________________________

rare blue hull!  Great express boat with 175hrs on Mercs!  
aggressively priced.
contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 850.499.7013
unitedyacht.com

34’ phoenix sportfish
convertible
$ 99,500 
_________________________

fishing machine!  one owner!  twin cat Diesel!  ready for 
summer!  offers accepted.
contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 850.499.7013
unitedyacht.com
      

42’ cruisers Yacht
express cruiser
$ 119,000 
_________________________

650hrs on cat 3126’s,  2 stateroom, excellent quality!  
$30,000 reduction! Now  $119,000!  super deal for clean 
diesel express! contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 
850.499.7013 - unitedyacht.com
      

34’ Delta pilothouse
vessel Model
$ 67,000 
_________________________

twin cummins Diesels installed 1998, Major refit and 
updates!  Must see to believe!  perfect for fishing, diving, 
and cruising! contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 
850.499.7013 - unitedyacht.com
      

46’ 1994 post sportfish
convertible
$ 179,000 
_________________________

excellent condition, fresh carpet, updated electronics, bose 
w/sat.  priced to sell at $179k
contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 850.499.7013
unitedyacht.com
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80’ boward MY
Destin harbor
$ 299,000
_________________________

once a Destin boat her surveyor owner has her aggressively 
for sale.  Diesel, hull painted, clean interior, excellent deal! 
contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 850.499.7013
unitedyacht.com

131’ custom Mega Yacht
cruising Greece
$ 18,500,000

_________________________

luxury accommodations for 12 in 5 staterooms + crew, 
Garage w/toys
contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 850.499.7013
unitedyacht.com

125’ robert harris
schooner
$ 995,000 
_________________________

ready to cruise the globe?  6-staterooms plus crew quar-
ters. fire sale priciNG of $995k
contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 850.499.7013  
unitedyacht.com
      

2002 85’ breaux bay
custom MY
$ 999,900 
_________________________

twin caterpillar power with 200 original hrs. a well fin-
ished, highly equipped, custom motor yacht.
4 stateroom 4 bath. captain maintained. contact: Jeremy 
cox 850-776-8384 - Jcox@unitedyacht.com
      

2012 92’ lazzara lxc
available for charter
$ iNquire
_________________________

features four engines, atrium and sleeping quarters for 8 
guests. the ultimate toy, have it for a day, a week or a life-
time. travel the Gulf coast, Keys, & bahamas contact: capt. 
Matt condon Galati / signature charters 850-654-1575                                
      

6362

47’ 2004 hi-star
activa trawler
$ 299,000 
_________________________

stabilized, twin Diesel, cummins Diamond series, New 
enclosure, sets undercover!  $299k bring offers! contact: 
andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 850.499.7013
unitedyacht.com
      

48’ hatteras Motoryacht
Detroit power
$ 114,000
_________________________

3 stateroom, aggressive price of $114k.  aggressively priced.
contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 850.499.7013
unitedyacht.com

48’ 2003 sea ray MY
panama city
$ 299,000 
_________________________

cummins qsM-11’s, 3 stateroom, boston Whaler tender, 
perfect for crab island weekend fun or family cruising!  25k 
price reduction and ready to sell! contact: andrew troyer 
united Yacht sales – 850.499.7013 - unitedyacht.com
      

70’ broward MY
rare find
$ 299,000 
_________________________

w/inspected / current coi!  Major mechanical updates!  
interior soft good update needed. 
contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 850.499.7013 
unitedyacht.com
      

60’ 2005  hatteras
enclosed bridge
$ iNquire 
_________________________

650hrs on cat c32’s, twin cat Gens., hyd. bow thruster, 
Never fished just a family cruiser!  optioned up and ready 
for a serious offer! contact: andrew troyer united Yacht 
sales – 850.499.7013 - unitedyacht.com
      

70’ broward MY
Michigan
$ 560,000 
_________________________

freshwater Yacht & charter business on Great lakes!  
Money maker!  3 stateroom, capt/owner will contract with 
new owner. contact: andrew troyer united Yacht sales – 
850.499.7013 - unitedyacht.com
      



a YaNKee flies south
by trey thriffiley

speed and efficiency . Normally, these 
two words would not be in the same 
sentence. since the dawn of motor-
operated vehicles, operators have 
been giving up one for the other. 
More horsepower equates to more 
fuel burn, and vice-versa. however, 
last week i stumbled upon a rare ex-
ception to this rule. over 40 years 
ago, Grumman aerospace corpora-
tion, an aircraft manufacturer made 
famous for World War two era fight-
ers and later the f-14 tomcat of top 
Gun fame, acquired the blueprints for 
a line of piston-engined light aircraft. 
the smallest of the line was the two-
seat aa-1 Yankee. the combination 
of light but incredibly strong building 
techniques with a small, 108 horse-
power four cylinder engine produced 
an aircraft that could fly 120 miles 

per hour while only burning 4-6 gal-
lons of fuel per hour, depending on 
the altitude flown at. that roughly 
equates to 24 miles per gallon, and 
while that doesn’t sound terribly 
impressive for an automobile, that’s 
damn good for an aircraft.

being from a fighter jet manufacturer, 
the aa1 has some high expectations 
to live up to, and it exceeds them all. 
With the certification to handle 4.4 
times the force of gravity, fighter-like 
handling, and a canopy that slides 
back, this aircraft is nothing more 
than a flying sports car. painted bright 
red and sporting a large plexiglass 
canopy, she approaches the runway 
at 100 miles per hour, 25 mph faster 
than any other aircraft in its category. 
that alone brings attention to her. 

other pilots turn their heads and talk 
about her before the engine stops.

i found my Yankee, N6189l, online 
and went to see her in person three 
days later. she was in inspection, but 
even then i knew she was perfect. 
eight-Niner lima, as she’s called on 
the radio, is equipped like a much 
larger aircraft, with a modern Gps 
and radio just to name a few. i flew 
her for the first time about four days 
later, and she handled like a dream. 
even though she uses quite a bit of 
runway (the condos in Destin had me 
worried the first time i took her here), 
she makes up for it with the handling 
and speed in level flight. on the way 
home, i rolled her up on one side 
with minimal effort in less than three 
seconds flat. 
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 FUNNy
 NOISeS

turbo’s air force rules
1. sickness: No excuses will be acceptable. 
    We will no longer accept the Medical 
    officer’s statement as proof of illness as    
    we believe that if you are able to go on   
    sick parade, you are able to come to work. 

2. leave of absence for an operation: 
    We are no longer allowing this practice.  
    We hired you as is, and to have anything 
    removed certainly makes you less than we 
    bargained for. 

3. Death, other than Your own: this is no 
    excuse. if you can arrange the funeral 
    services to be held late in the afternoon, 
    however, we can let you off an hour early, 
    provided all your work is up to date.

 

4. Death, Your own: this will be accepted 
    as an excuse, but we would like at least    
    two weeks notice, as we feel it is your duty 
    to teach someone else your job. 

5. quantity of Work: No matter how much 
    you do, you’ll never do enough. 

6. quality of Work: the minimum acceptable 
    level is perfection. 

7. advice from the commanding officer: 
   eat a live toad first thing in the morning 
   and nothing worse will happen to you the 
   rest of the day. 

8. the senior officer is always right. 

9. When the senior officer is Wrong, see # 8. 
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Not 3 days after i took 
ownership i flew her from 
auburn, alabama to pen-
sacola, florida at 8,000 
feet in the clouds. being 
carbureted vs fuel inject-
ed, there is the threat of 
carburetor icing at high 
altitudes, but the Yankee 
was born to take on the 
weather. the flight was 
uneventful except for be-
ing passed by a beechcraft 
bonanza flying the same 
route 500 feet above me. 
even though he left after  
and arrived before me, he 
was burning three times 
the fuel and doubling the 
maintenance cost per 
hour with a larger engine 
and retractable gear. 

overall, the aa-1 Yankee is 
a great aircraft. big bonus 
points to the handling and 

efficiency, as well as plus-
es to the stability and us-
ability. however, the Yan-
kee does lack payload and 
range. With only 22 usable 
gallons of fuel, that’s about 
three hours accounting 
for the reserves required 
by the faa. if the weath-
er is bad, knock that back 
to about 1:45 due to the 
larger reserves required. 
for general cruising, com-
muting, and drilling holes 
in the sky, this aircraft can’t 
be beat. i really enjoying 
my Yankee, and will do so 
for a very long time. 

trey thriffiley is a student 
in aviation Mgmt. at au-
burn university. he cur-
rently holds his airplane 
- single engine land and 
sea ratings and an instru-
ment airplane rating.

ReADeRSRIDeS

yANKee
FlyeR

treY thriffileY’s aa-1 YaNKee 2012 spoKespersoN Ms. hicKMaN
Motorfest fliGht MaNaGer



couNt DoWN to
Motorfest 2012
 by land, by air, by sea

Make plans to visit 
the Gulf’s white sand 

beaches this fall for
some of the finest 

motoring events
you’ve ever seen.

Nothing can
match cruising 

motor shows 
on the beach

this fall.

Want a little more left and a little less right - little 
more right now, a little less what’s next - act like 
tomorrow’s ten years away - and just kick back 
and let the feeling’ flow.

i set my sails for a new direction - but the wind 
got in my way - i changed my course - but my 
definition of change - Just ain’t the same - i’m 
gonna sit right here - stay away from there - i’m 
gonna make pretend - i just don’t care and i 
could get up- Go get her back - or maybe i’ll 
just let her go...
then i’ll maybe break out that old rock & roll. 

talking about new direction, we are  looking 
forward to colorado andy (my nephew) 
possibly moving to Destin.

roll tide! 

TURNTheqUIeTUpCONT.

Motorfest MaGaziNe: eNJoY it WorlD WiDe

NITROGEN

by lAND, by SeA, by AIR
2012 OCTObeR - NOVeMbeR
eMeRAlD COAST FlORIDA

14780 BISCAYNE BLVD
NORTH MIAMI BEACH, FL 33181

866.737.9535
PRESTIGEIMPORTS.COM

Space is limited
speed is not
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Email: ________________________________________________________________________

MOTORFEST MAGAZINE will not sell or share your email address.

CONTACT ME with news and information from MOTORFEST MAGAZINE

PROMOTIONS:     YES     NO   VISIT MOTORFESTMAGAZINE.COM

INCLUDE YOUR CHECK 
PAYMENT OF 14.95

PLEASE FILL OUT
& MAIL THIS PAGE TO:
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Real Men 
Wear Jewelry.

Best Jewelry StoreBest Place To Splurge On Her

McCaskill & Company
—— Finest  Jewelry & Watches ——

13390 Highway 98 West, Destin, Florida 32550
850.650.2262  •  www.McCaskillandCompany.com


